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'V 


T  O 


Sir  Charles  Watson^  Bart. 


SIR, 

HAD  I  not  been  fo  happy  as  to  have  enjoyed  a  con- 
fiderable  fhare  of  your  Father’s  friendfhip,  it  is 
probable  I  might  never  have  vifited  the  Eaji  Indies :  it 
is  certain,  it  would  not  have  been  in  rriy  power  to  have 
made  thofe  obfervations  on  Perfidy  and  Turly,  that 
appear  in  the  fubfequent  Work. 

To  You  then,  as  the  Reprefentative  of  my  honoured 
Friend  and  greateft  Benefadtor,  this  public  Teftimony 
of  my  Gratitude  and  Affedtion  is  moft  juftly  due. 

If,  Sir,  the  perufal  of  the  following  fheets,  fhould 
contribute  to  the  amufement  only  of  your  vacant 
hours,  I  fhall  have  attained  my  prefent  end :  but  if  what 
I  have  written  of  your  excellent  Father,  and  other  de- 
ferving  Officers  under  him,  or  of  the  Religion,  Cuftoms, 
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and  Manners  of  Foreign  Countries,  fhali  contribute  ta- 
your  improvement,  and  fet  you  forward  in  the  paths, 
of  virtue,  I  then,  fhali  be  beyond  meafure  happy. 

That  you  may  long  live  an,  honour  to  your  Family,, 
a  comfort  to  your  tender  furviving  Parent,  a  Friend  to, 
.  Mankind  in  general,  and  to  your  Country  in  particular  t: 
in  fhort,  that  your  whole  conduct  may  be  great,  gene¬ 
rous,  and  good,  fuch  as  may  manifeffc  to  the  world? 
whole  Son  and  Succeffor  you  are,  is  the  fincere  wifh 
of, 

Dear  Sir,, 


Your  mod  faithful  Friend,. 

’Richfield. 

January  i..  1773. 

and  obedient  humble  Servant,, 


EDWARD  IVES. 


E  v  I; 


T  H  E. 


P  R  E  F  A  C  E. 


THE  principal  part  of  the  Firft’  Booh  here  offered  to  the  Public, 
and  the  whole  of  the  Second  Book,  were  tranfcribed  from 
original  papers  eleven  years  ago,  merely  for  my  own-  amufement, 
and  For  the  gratification  of  my  family  and  friends..  Having  however 
been  lately  prevailed  upon  to  fubmit  them  to  the  perufal  of  two 
or  three  Gentlemen,  diftinguifhed  in  the' Republic  of  Letters,  they 
warmly  recommended  it  to  me  to  fend  them  to  the  Prefs,  giving 
it  as  their  opinion,  that  they  would  not  only  be  entertaining,  but 
ufeful  to  the  world.  To  them,,  therefore,  and  the  partiality  of 
their  judgments,  it  is  owing,  that  they  now  make,  their  appear¬ 
ance  in  public. 

The  ftile  of  the  Second  Book,,  fo  different' from  that  of  the- 
firft,  may  poffibly  afford  juft  room  for  criticifm;  and  I  may  be 
cenfured  for  not  having  new-modelled  it,  and  given  the  whole 
in  a  continued  hiftorical  narration.'  I  once  endeavoured  to  do' it, 
but  foon  found  myfelf  unequal  to  the  talk:  I  therefore  refolved  to-' 
let  the  Second  Book  continue  in  the  fame  form  as  when  firft  com¬ 
mitted  to  paper.  However  difagreeable  or  diflimilar  this  mixture- 
may  be,  yet  it  will  be  attended  with  the  following  advantage  at 
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lead  3  the  feveral  incidents  will  be  fct  before  the  Reader,  juft  as 
they  ft  ruck  the  Author’s  mind,  and  confequently  in  a  more  natural 
and  eafy  manner.  Befides,  I  was  apprehenfive,  that ;  to  have  cur- 
tajjed,  or  enlarged  on,  my  original  fentiments,  vvould  have  given 
reafon  to  fufpeffc  the  fidelity  of  the  whole. 

Should  .it  be  objected,  that  I  have  treated  too  minutely  of 
myfelf  and  my  own  concerns ;  I  have  only  to  anfwer,  that  the 
man  who  writes  his  own  journey,  is  under  a  neceffity  in  fome 
degree  of  making  himfelf  the  hero  of  his  own  tale.  But  however 
trivial  many  of  the  incidents  relating  to  myfelf,  may  now  appear, 
at  the  time  they  happened  they  were  felt  by  me  with  the 
moft  exquifite  fenfibility  ;  and  therefore  hope  the  infertion  of  them 
will  be  either  overlooked  or  pardoned  by  the  candid  Reader. 

It  becomes  me  to  own  alfo,  that  to  enrich  the  Firft  Book,  I  have 
made  free  with  fome  of  the  Obfervations  made  '  on  the  Eaji  Indians, 
and  on  the  Animal  and  Vegetable  Productions  of  their  Country,  by 
my  two  late  valuable  and  ingenious  friends,  the  Rev.  Mr .  Cobbe 
and  Mr.  George  Thomas,  whofe  papers  fell  into  my  hands  foon  after 
their  deceafe.  However,  though,  fenfible  of  the  obligation  I  lie 
under,  in.  having  thofe  Gentlemen’s  remarks  thus  fortunately  blended 
with  my  own,  I  fhall  think  myfelf  fufficiently  happy,  if  even 
by  fome  borrowed  riches  and  beauties,  I  have  been  able  to  produce 
a  work  not  altogether  unworthy  of  the  attention  of  the  Public. 

The  general  Map  of  the  courfe  of  the  River  Euphrates ,  and  of 
our  route  through  Afiatic-Turky,  which  is  inferted  in  the  Second 
Book,  muft  certainly  prove  very  acceptable  to  the  Reader,  as  it 
conveys  an  increafe  of  knowledge  in  the  geography  of  a  country 
which  hitherto  has  been,  but  little  .known,  and  as  the  truth  and 
accuracy  thereof  may  be  entirely  depended  upon,'  being  done  by  the 
late  ingenious  Mr.  Doidge,  from  his  own,  and  the  joint  obferva¬ 
tions  of  Captain  James  Alms  of  this  Royal  Navy. 
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The  other,  general  Map  and  Chart,  with  the  Copper-plates  which 
are  given  in  the  courfe  of  the  work,  may  alfo  juftly  claim  great 
merit.  The  three  Views  of  Geriah  the  ftrong  fortrefs  of  Angria 
the  Pirate,  were  drawn  on  the  fpot  by  the  late  Captain  Nortbal,  of 
the  King's  Artillery :  They  give  a  clear  and  diftindt  idea  of  the 
importance  of  that  place,  whofe  Mailer  for  a  long  time  had  been 
the  terror  of  every  trader  in  the  Eafl  Indies.  The  remaining  Draw¬ 
ings  relate  either  to  matters  of  Antiquity  or  Modern  Curiofity.  To 
the  impartial  decifion  of  the  Public  the  whole  of  the  Work  is  now 
refpetSfully  fubmitted.  . 


C  O  N- 


t  ™  1 


C  O  N  T  E  N  T  S. 


B  O  O  K  I. 

Ch  a  p.  I.  The  occafion  of  the  voyage.  The  Author  fails  from  Spiihead,  as 
Surgeon  of  the  Kent,  Admiral  Watfoi s  fhip.  The  Admiral  touches  at  ICingfak 
in  Ireland ,  where  two  of  the  capital  fliips  are  difabled  by  a  ftorm.  He  arrives  at 
Madeira .  The  run  from  thence  to  Madagafcar.  A  defcription  of  that  ifland. 
Charader  of  the  people.  Account  of  the  king,  his  court  and  attendants.  Anec¬ 
dotes  relative  to  the  temper  of  the  Madagafcariam.  Their  religion,  cuftoms,  and 
way  of  living.  Animal  and  vegetable. productions  of  the  ifland,  &c,  & c.  £3V  Page  i. 

Chap.  II.  Admiral  Watfm  leaves  Maiagafcar,  and  arrives  at  Fort  St.  David.  An 
account  of  that  fettlement,  of  the  Chamaeleon,.  animated  Stalk,  6V.  JDefcription 
of  the  inhabitants,  their  perfons,  habits'  and  coins.  Lift  of  the  different  CaJU  into 
which  the  Indians  divide  themfelves,  with  a  Ihort  account  of  their  particular  cuftoms. 


Chap.  III.  The  Kent  and  Salifiury  leave  For,t  St.  David,  and  arrive  at  Bombay. 
Defcription  of  that  place,  and  Its  inhabitants.  Account  of  the  Perfies  refiding  there, 
and  their  religious’ tenets.  A  particular  cuftom  of  the  Indians  of  Bombay,  at  the  death 
of  a  relation.  Account  of  the  religious  perfons,  called  Joogees.  Extraordinary 
circumftance  of  fifli  being  found  in  every  pond  at  Bombay  during  the  rainy  feafon.. 
Curious  account  of  the  quantity  of  water  that  fell  in  the  rainy  feafon.  Several 
curioiities  at  Bombay.  Value  of  monies.  Lift  of  Indian  drugs.  Defcription  of  the 
Elepbanta.  —  —  —  —  —  p.  3r. 

Chap.  IV.  The  fquadron  leaves  Bombay,  and  arrives  at  Madrafs.  Defcription  of 
. Madrafs  or  Fort  St,  George.  The  buildings  and  Mas  inhabitants..  A  lift  of  the 
.  feveral  forts  of  fervants  employed  in  India,  their  names.  Wages,  religion,  and  em¬ 
ployments.  Account  of  the'  nature  and  genius  of  their  mechanics.  The  phyfical 
practice  of  their  black-dodors.  Manner  of  inoculating  for  the  fmall*pox.  p.  46. 

Chap'.  V.  The  fquadron  fails  from  Madrafs  for  Trincommale  in  Ceylon.  Defcription 
of  that  harbour  and  ifland.  Account  of  the  Cinnamon-tree,  life,  with  the  minerals, 
and  vegetable  and  animal  produdions.  Particular  defcription  of  the  Elephant  and 
Tyger,  and  various  forts  of  venomous  infeds,  £*fc.  —  —  p.  55- 

■Chap.  V[.  The  fquadron  leaves  Trinanomale,  and  arrives  at  Fort  St.  David-,  is 
driven  out  to  fe'a,  but  returns  fafe  to  the  road.  The  admiral  makes  an  excurlion. 
to  Cbilambaram.  Manner  of  travelling  in  India.  Defcription  of  the  famous  Pagoda 
at  Cbilambaram.  Mr.  fVatfm  .receives  his  Majefty’s  commiffion  .appointing  him 
3  Rear- 
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Rear-Admiral  of  the  Red.  Mahomed-AUy,  Nabob  of  Amt,  arrives  in  the  neigh¬ 
bourhood  of  Fort  St.  David.  He  is  vifited  by  the  admiral,  (Ac,  He  returns  the 
admiral’s  vifit ;  the  manner  of  his  reception  on  board  the  fleet.  Account  of  fame 
particular  Indian  cuftoms  on  that  oecaiion.  Account  of  the  land-wind, 'and  its 
violent  effects.  —  —  —  —  — -  p.  65. 

Chap.  VII.  The  fquadron  leaves  Fort  St.  David,  and  comes  to  an  anchor  in  Madrafs 
road.  Sails  again  for  Bombay.  The  fhips  proceed  againit  Gcriah.  Account  of  the 
attack  and  furrender  of  that  fortrefs  j  and  of  the  cannon,  ftores,  monies,  and  valu¬ 
able  effects  found  there.  Admiral  Watfon  pays  a  vifit  to  Angria’s  wives  and  children. 

-  His  humanity  towards  them.  Lift  of  Europeans  redeemed  from  flavery.  Defcription 
of  a  Alahomedan  ’Talfman  found  in  Angria’s  houfe.  —  —  p.  78. 

Chap.  VIII.  Mr.  Watfon  with  his  fquadron  leaves  Geriah  and  arrives  at  Bombay,  and 
from  thence  proceeds  to  Fort  St.  David.  He  there  receives  his  majefty’s  permiffion 
to  return  to  England,  but  is  obliged  to  relinguilh  it,  by  difagreeable  advices  from  the 
diredtors  of  the  Eajl  India  company.  An  intended  expedition  to  Goloonda,  defeated 
by  the  fame  intelligence.  An  exprefs  arrives  from  Bengal ,  with  the  news  of  the 
taking  of  Calcutta,  and  the  tragedy  of  the  Black-hole  prifon.  The  fquadron  fails 
for  Bengal,  and  after  a  tedious  paffage  arrives  in  Ballafcre  road.  Account  of  its  ope¬ 
rations  and  conquefts  in  the  river  Ganges  to  the  retaking  of  Calcutta.  p.  89. 

Chap,.  IX.  Operations  againft  Houghley,  and  burning  the  Granaries.  The  Nabob 

.  marches  with  a  great  army  towards  Calcutta.  A  brilk  cannonade  between  him  and 
Colonel  Clive.  Meffrs.  Waljh  and  Serafim  fent  to  th e  Nabob  with  propofals  of  peace, 
which  prove  abortive.  Colonel  Clive  attacks  the  Nabob  in  his  camp.  The  Nabob 
concludes  .a  treaty  of  peace  very  advantageous  to  the  Englijh  EaJl  India  company. 
Admiral  Watfon  refolves  to  reduce  the  French  power  in  Bengal.  Correfpondence 
between  the  Admiral  and  the  Nabob.  Account  of  the  attack  of  Chandernagore.  The 
Englijh  forces  take-  poffeffion  of  the  place.  Gallant  behaviour  of  Captain  Speke  and 
hisfon/yk.  —  —  —  —  —  p.104. 

Chap.  X.  Correfpondence  between  the  Admiral  and  the  Nabob.  Admiral  Watfon 
and  the  Colonel  refoive  to  recommence  hoftilities  againft  him.  The  grandees  of  his 
court  confederate  to  dethrone  him.  The  chiefs  of  the  council  at  Calcutta  enter  into 
a  treaty  with  them  :  Articles  of  that  treaty.  Colonel  Clive  takes  the  field  with  his 
forces,  Account  of  the  battle  of  Plajfey.  faffier  Ali-Khan  is  handed  to  the  Soubah - 
dor’ S  feat  by  Colonel  Clive.  Serajah  Dowlah,  the  late  Nabob,  is  taken  prifoner,  and 
put  to  death.  —  —  '  —  — ■  —  p- 137. 

Chap.  XI.  Major  Eyre  Code’s  expedition  up  the  Ganges,  in  purfuit  of  Monfteur  Law, 
and  his  party.  —  —  —  —  p.  156. 

Chap.  XII. *  Admiral  Watforis  ficknefs  and  death:  His  character.  Admiral 
Pocock  fucceeds  Mr.  Watfon  in  the  command  of  the  fquadron.  Defcription  of  the 
Argill,  and  of 'the  Ariat,  Chultct,  Mango,  Tatosn,  and  Eujfa  trees.  Account  of  coins 
at  Bengal.  —  ■  —  —  —  p.  176. 

Chap.  XIII.  Occurrences  on  the  voyage  from  Calcutta  to  Gombroon.  Arrival  at  Co- 
lumbo,  Anjengo,  Cochin,  with  deferiptions  of  the  places.  Account  of  the  'Cochin  or 
Elephant-leg.  Arrival  at,  and  a  Ihort  account  of,  TeUkhefry,  Goa,  Bombay,  and  Gom¬ 
broon.  Obfervations  on  the  Banian  tree.  —  — >  p.187. 


Chap, 
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GHap.  XIV.  The  run' from  Gombroon  up  the  Perfian  gulph.  Arrival  at  the  iflani  of 
.  Kane.  Our  generous  reception  bj  Barm  Kmfhaujctt  the  governor.  Account' of 
that- gentleman’s  difpute  With  the  Turkijb  governor  at  Bajfora,  and  lids  eftabJiihment 
at  Kmc.  State  of  that  ifland  at  the  time  of  our  arrival,  The. pearl-filhery;  natural 
curiolities.  The  manners  and  cuftoms  of.  the  Arabs,  and  Perfians.  Anecdotes  of 
the  famous  Tbamas  Kuli  Khan,  with  an  account  of  the'  prefent  competitors  for  the 
crown  of  Perfia.  Anecdotes  tf  a  late  governor  of  Batavia.  Forty  thoufand  Ghinefe 
Jnaffacred  there  in  one  night.  Negotiation  with  the  Sheick  of  Gram  for  conducing 
us  over  the  Defert.  Defcription  of  the  fevera!  fmoking  tubes  made  ufe  of  in  India.. 
The  author  and  his  brother-travellers  arrive  at  Bajfsra.  —  '  p.'204„ 
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Chap.  I.  Defcription  of  Bajfora  and  the  country  adjacent.  Account  of  Mr.  Barton ’»• 
being  firil  plundered,  and  afterwards  humanely  treated  by  the  Arabs.  Monlieur-' 
Perdria,  the  Preach  refideftt,  and  the  officers  of  the  Brijlol  Frigate-,  pay  the  author 

'  and  his  companions  a  vi/it.  More  occurrences  at  BaJJ'ora.  ~  We  embark  on  board' 
a  yacht  lent  us  by  Mr.  Shaw.  Paffitge  up  the  Euphrates  to  Corns,  Cota,  imd  Semava .. 
Infolent  behaviour.of  the  Chocarda..  —  p.  231. 

Chap.  II.  Occurrences  on  the  river  Euphrates  from  Semava  to  Lembloon,  and  Dewana- 
or  Hafca ;  genteel  reception  from  the  governor  there.  Paffage  to  Hilia-,  polite 
behaviour  of  the  Governor  of  Hilia.  Account  'of  the  ‘Gerecd,  a  warlike  Turli/h. 
extreife.  Arrival  at  Baghdad.  ■ —  — •  —  '  p.  250. 

Chap.  111.  Account  of  thofe  noxious  Walls  called'  Samiels.  Defcription '  of  a  Takhf 
Revan.  Account  of  Baghdad,  Anecdotes  of  Sofyman  the  governor,  and  of  Selim , 
Bajha  of  Courdijlan.  Military  ftrength  of  Baghdad.  Obferyations  on  the  Turks. 
Defcription  of  three  ancient  ruins  called  Tank  Keffera,  Kurrnan  Shah,  and  Nimrod’s 
Tower.  —  —  —  —  — '  p.  274. 

Chap  IV.  Occurrences  on  our  journey  from  Baghdad  to  Karatapa,  AJiee-couprie,  Dour- 
courmaUe,  Kircoofe,  Arvele,  Zaave,  Camalijk-Gawerkoe ,  and  Mojul,  with  our  method 
of  travelling.  Obferyations  on  the  face  of  the  country.  Defcription  of  a  Turlijh 
Mofqm.  Account  of  their  priefts  ;  and  of  a  fe£l  called  worftiippers  of  the  Devil. 
State  of  Chriftianity  in  Turfy.  Tomb  of  St.  Barbara.  —  p.  302. 

■Chap.  V.  Occurrences  at  Maful.  Situation  of  ancient  Nineveh.  Account  of  the 
Sanjacks.  Journey  from  Moful  to  Efche- Mojul,  Niftb'm,  and  Mtrdin-,  with  obferva- 
tions  on  thofe  places,  their  produdtions;  manufadlures,  .  •  • — >  "  p.321. 

Chap.  VI,  Occurrences  on  the  road  from  Merdin  to  Diarlekir,  with  a  defcription  of 
that  city.  Account  of  the  famine  there.  We  •  leave  Diarbeik,  and  join  'the  Befisa 
Abdallah.  Face  of  the  country  we  travel  over.  Account  of  fome  Arabs  and  their 
Socks.  Tlie  Ba/hcds  deportment  to  us.  We  arrive  at  Sir ;  Defcription  of  that 
city.  Obferyations  in  our  journey  from  that  place  to  Sajuera  and  Aleppo'.  p.  342. 


Chap.  V,I.  Occurrences  in  Aleppo,  Journey  to  Shoger  and  Latichea.  Occurrences 
at,  and  defcription  of  Latichea.  Moll  of  the  party  fet  off  for  the  ifland  of  Cyprus. 
The  author  fellows'  them,  and  arrives  at  Larnica,  Occurrences  and  obferyations  in 
■Cyprus.  Arrival  of  four  other  gentlemen  from  India.  Their  departure  with  the 
author,  from  Cyprus,  and  arrival  at  Leghorn,  —  —  p.  37 g„ 
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C'HAP.  VIII.  The  author  is  obliged  to  perform  quarantine  in  the  Lazaretto  it  Leghorn. 
Receives  a  letter  from  Mr.  Doidge ,  giving  an  account  of  his  party’s  proceedings. 
Occurrences  and  obfervations  at  Leghorn;  Jburney  to  Pifa,  Lucca,-  Borgiana,  and 
Florence.  Defcription  of  this  laft  place;  of  the  Great  D-u ice’s  palace  of  Pitti ;  of 
the  famous  gallery  of  the  old  palace,  and  the  feveral  chambers  of  curiofities;  of  the 
chapel  of  St.  Laurence ,  baptiftry,  library,  (Sc.  (Sc.  Journey  to  Bologna ,  Ferrara, 
Padua  and  Venice.  —  —  —  _  p.  393.. 
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Page  14.  line  2;.  for  Tabularta,  read  Fuhularia. — P.  22.  after  copper-coin,  add  27. — P.  28. 
for  Chczvoni  r.  Chezttot/t. — P.  50.  1.’  2.  for  9,'  r.  3  .pagodas  :  I.  26,  after  6  fanams,  add  for 
thefet. — P.  60.  1.  15 .for  behind,  r.  before ;  and  1.  16.fr  fore. parts,  r.  hind-parts. — P.  71. 
1.  9.  dele  ftaff. — P.  235.  1.  30.  dele  or  f  of  and  add  for.— P.  24B.  1.  J %.  for  firings  r.  flings.— 
P.  279.  add  the  following  note,  to  be  connected  with  the  Word  fpits,  1,  33.  It  afterwards  appeared 
that  this  was  the  beginning  of  a-confumption,  of  which  he  died  in  England,  24  December  1761. 
— L.  3;.  for  Ghee,  r.  Jet, — P.  297, 1. 10 .  for  50.  r.  10. — P.  33 1 .1.  to.  for  coffee-ftins,  r.  coffee, . 
ikins. — P.  363,  laft  1  .for  were,  r.  and.— P.  406  .for  Velocis,  r.  -Veloces. — P.  44;.  1.  23,  for 
104,  r.  344 — P.  481. 1,  20  .for  carvedy  r.  curved. 
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-5  Rays,  or  Rez,  equal  to  a  Pice. 
80  Pice  —  a  Rupee, 

A  Rupee  —  vs.  3d.  to  2  s.  6d. 
.A  Pagoda  —  about  8r. 


'CoROMAKDEL. 


'10  Cajh  equal  to  a  Pice. 

8  Pice  —  a  Fanam. 

10  Fanams  —  a  Rupee. 

A  Rupee  —  about  is.  6d. 

36  to  40  Fanams  —  a  Pagoda. 
kA  Pagoda  —  ,8j.  andfometimes  to  gs.  and  10  s. 


'4  Pice  equal  to  a.  Fanam. 

3  Fanams  —  an  Ana. 

1 6  Anas  —  a  Rupee. 

_A  Rupee  —  about  is.  6d. 


,,-8  to  10  Fluce  equal  to  a  Bunnen  or  Denim. 
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Persia  and  40  Peraws  —  a  Piajlre  or  Dollar. 
Turky.  A  Piajlre  —  is.  9 d. 

A  Sequin  —  ys.  6  d. 

1  Marmoodas  —  an  AlaJJet  —  izs.  4 d. 
50  AbaJJees  —  a  Toman  or  Tomond. 

■•LA  Toman  —  3 1.  6  s.  8  d. 


f  A  Paul  equal  to  3d.  4. 

|  40  Peraws  —  a  Piajlre. 

|  60  Cruitzers  —  a  Florin  —  i  s.  3  d. 
Italy.  -(  4  Florins,  40  Cruitzers  —  a  Zechin. 

I  3  Piajlres,  35  Peraws  ~  a  Zechin. 

I  A  Zechin  or  Ducat  =10 s.  3d. 
[APiJloIe  =  1 5s.  6d. 


!6o  Cruitzers  equal  to  a  Florin  or  German  Guilder. 

4  Florins  15  Cruitzers,  to  5  Florins  —  a  Ducat. 

A  Ducat  —  ioj.  3  d. 
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C  H  A  P.  I. 

The  occafion  of  the  'voyage. - The  Author  fails  from  Spithead,  as  Surgeon  of 

the  Kent,  Admiral  Watfon’s  fhip. - The  Admiral  touches  at  Kingfale  in. 

Ireland,  -where  two  of  the  capital  fhips  are  difabled  by  a  form.  — —  He 

arrives  at  Madeira. - The  run  from  thence  to  Madagafcar. - A  deferip- 

tion  of  that  ijland. — —  Char  after  of  the  people. - - Account  of  the  king , 

his  court  and  attendants. - Anecdotes  relative  to  the  temper  of  the  Mada- 

gafearians. - Their  religion ,  cufioms,  and  way  of  Rving. - Animal  and 

vegetable  productions  of  the  ijland,  &c.  &c.  &c.  . 


IMmediately  after  the  peace  of  Aix  la  Chapelle,  or  as  foonas  our  fea  and  1745 
land  forces  under  the  command  of  Admiral  BofcawenhsA  left  the  Indies  to 
and  were  on  their  return  to  England ;  Monf.  Dupleix,  governor  of  Bondi-  1J53. 
cherry ,  began  by  his  intrigues  to  low  the  feeds  of  diffention  among  the  country  v— 
princes;  and  when  he  had  fo  far  fucceeded  as  to  fet  them  at  variance  with- 
one  another,  he  fent  a  body  of  European  troops  into  the  field,  as  auxili¬ 
aries  to  thofe  Nabobs  who  efpoufed  the  French  intereft  ;  and  who,  by  dint  of 
this  fupply,  gained  feveral  fucceffive  advantages  over  the  other  princes  who 
were  friends  to  our  Eaft  India  company.  Mustapha-Jing,  a  powerful ' 
prince,  and  Chunda-Saeb,  an  enterprifing  general,  were  thofe  with  whom 
he  was  principally  connected,  and  whom  he  made  ufe  of  as  inftruments  for 
bringing  about  his  ambitious  defigns.  Defigns  no  lefs  extenfive,  than  of 
B  acquiring 
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acquiring  for  his  nation  an  abfolute  afcendency  over  the  whole  Carnatic  and 
Deccan ,  and  forhimfelf,  immortal  honour  and  immenfe  riches.  _  The  Engtijh 
prefidency  were  poffeffed  of  fuch  convincing  proofs  of  his  infatiable  avarice, 
and  third  for  power ;  that  they  prudently  and  refoiutely  determined  to  exert 
their  utmofl  abilities  in  putting  a  flop  to  his  violent,  and  hitherto^  rapid 
proceedings  :  for  that  purpofe,  they,  under  the  character  of  allies,  joined 
their  forces  with  the  armies  of  a  prince  called  Nazir-Jing,  and  of  the 
Nabob  of  Arcot  named  Mai-iomed.-Aly  ;  again!!:  whom  their  enemies  were 
now  taking  the  field. 

Thus  the  Englijh  and  French  companies,  though  they  could  not  act  as-, 
open  and  declared  enemies,  becaufe  of  the  peace  which  fubfifted  between 
their  refpective  fovereigns ;  yet  under  the  affumed  name  of  auxiliaries,  they 
for  feveral  years  carried  on  an  expenfive  and  bloody  war  againft  each  other. 
And,  although  the  Britijh  arms  never  gained  greater  glory,  than  in  fome  of 
the  battles  which  were  fought  on  this  occafion,  particularly  in  thofe,  where 
Major  Lawrence  and  Mr.  Clive  commanded ;  yet,  as  the  French  had  a  far  fu-- 
perior  number  of  European  troops,  and  had  been  fo  artful  as  to  form  con- 
neftions  with  the  moft  powerful  princes  of  the  country  ;  with  thele  ad¬ 
vantages,  they  made  fo  conliderable  a  progrefs,  as  greatly  to  alarm  the- 
whole  of  the  Englijh  fettlements,  and  to  fill  them  with  apprehenfions,  left: 
the  day  might  come,  when  Monf.  Dupleix’s  ambition  might  be  gratified  in 
its  utmofl:  extent.  The  governor  and  council  of  thofe  fettlements  therefore- 
fent  repeated  accounts  of  their  difagreeable  lituation,  to  the  directors  of  the 
Englijh  Eajl  India  company,  who  petitioned  government  in  their  behalf;  and 
at  length  a  fmall  fquadron  of  the  king’s  fhips,  under  the  command  of  Charles 
■  Watfon ,  Efq;  Rear-Admiral  of  the  Blue,  and  a  regiment  of  infantry  under 
that  of  Colonel  Adlercron,  were  granted  for  their  relief. 

1754..  On  the  2zd  day  of  February  1754,  the  Kent  (of  which  Ihip  I  had  been 
— -/■  — *'■  appointed  furgeon)  failed  from  Spithead  to  Plymouth-,  the  place  of  rendez-. 
vous  for  the  fquadfon;  and  on  the  9th  of  March ,  Admiral  Watfon  put  to  fea-, 
with  the  following  fhips  for  the  Eafi  Indies. . 

Guns.. 

Kent,  (with  the  admiral’s  flag)  Capt.  Henry  Speke  70. 

Eagle,  (with  a  broad  pendant )  Capt.  George  Pocock  60 
Salijhury  -  -  -  ~  C&pt,.iFhoma}  Knowler  50. 

Brijiol  -  -  Capt.  Thomas  Latham  50 

Bridgewater  -  Capt.  William  Martin  2a, 

Kingsfijher  Sloop  -  ■  -  -  Capt ..Beft  Mighel  16 

'The  . admiral’s  inftrudlions  direfted  him  to  repair  to  Cork  in.  Ireland,,  andi 
,  there  to  receive  on  board  his  fquadron,  as  many  of  the  king’s  troops  as. 
he  could  conveniently  difpofe  of.  This  he  attempted  doing,  but.  the  wind? 
being  unfavourable,  he  judged  .it.  neceffary  to  put  into  Kingfale  road.  On. 
the  L2th  he  anchored  there,  and  immediately  difpatched  a  letter  to  Colonel.; 

Adlercrotu 
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Adkrcron,  acquainting  him  of  his  arrival,  and  requefting  him  to  march  with 
his  regiment  to  that  port. 

On  the  1 9th  in  the  afternoon,  the  wind  blew  very  hard  from  the  fouth 
eafir,  accompanied  with  fleet  and  hail,  and  a  very  high  fea  poured  into  the 
bay,  which  occa'fioncd  the  Eagle  to  part  her  fmall  bower  cable,  and  to  drive 
a-thwart  the  Briftol' s  hawfe.  The  officers  of  the  Eagle  fo  exerted  them- 
felvcs,  that  they  foon  cleared  her  from  the  Briftol ,  but  not  without  the  lofs 
of  this  laft  Ihip’s  head  and  bowfprit.  At  night,  both  (hips  parted  from 
their  anchors,  and  drove  very  near  the  fliore ;  their  mafts  were  cut  away, 
and  fignals  of  diftrefs  were  made ;  but  unfortunately  the  fea  ran  fo  high,  that 
no  boats  could  lye  along  fide  of  them,  and  confequently  no  effeftual  relief 
could  be  fent  to  their  affiftance.  The  wind  and  fea  abating  in  the  morn¬ 
ing,  gave  the  admiral  an  opportunity  of  getting  off  both  the  (hips,  by  his 
fending  all  the  boats  of  the  fquadron  to  afiift  them ;  but  they  were  fo  much 
difabled,  as  not  to  be  capable  of  proceeding  on  their  intended  expedition. 

Mr.  IVatfon,  being  by  this  accident  deprived  of  fo  confiderable  a  part  of 
the  force  of  his  fquadron,  for  fome  time  debated  with  himfelf,  whether  he 
fhould  immediately  purfue  his  voyage  with  thofe  few  (hips  which  were  ftiil 
fit  for  fea,  or  wait  where  he  was,  till  the  difabled  (hips  could  be  replaced. 
His  zeal  for  the  fervice  however  determined  him  to  embrace  the  former  alter¬ 
native,  and  he  difpatched  two  exprefles,  one  to.  the  Secretary  of  the 
Lords  Commiffioners  of  the  Admiralty,  and  another  to  Colonel  Adlercron : 
he  acquainted  the  colonel  with  his  determination  of  proceeding  with  the 
Kent ,  Salijbury ,  Bridgewater ,  and  Kingsfijher  only  ;  and  delired  him,  that 
the  divifion  of  his  regiment  which  was  intended  for  thofe  (hips,  might 
embark  with  all  poffible  expedition  ;  and  that  the  other  divifion,  might 
be  put  on  board  the  two  (hips  which  were  difabled,  and  proceed  in  them 
to  Plymouth,  where  he  did  not  doubt  but  other  (hips  would  be  foon  ready 
to  receive  them,  and  follow  him  to  India.  The  remainder  of  the  regiment 
was  to  embark  in  fome  of  the  Eaft  India  company’s  fhips,  .which  of  courfe 
■would  not  fail  to  follow  the  admiral ;  but  as  they  were  not  ready  at  the 
time  he  failed  from  England ,  he  had  received  orders  not  to  wait  for  them. 

On  the  24th,.  fome  of  the  troops  were  put  on  board ;  and  the  fame  day, 
the  admiral  with  his  two  (hips,  frigate  and  (loop,  weighed  anchor,  and 
failed;  leaving  the  two  difabled  (hips  behind  him,  and  appointing  the  Gar¬ 
land,  Captain  Spry,  to  convoy  them  to  Plymouth. — April  the  6th,  we  anchored 
in  Fonchial  road,  off  the  ifland  of  Madeira ,  a  place  famous  for  fupplying  not 
only  Europe,  but  all  our  fettlements  in  both  the  Indies,  with  a  mod  excellent 
wine.  This  refrefhing  liquor  however,  like  other  things,  of  late  years 
is  greatly  increafed  in  its  price.  Ten  or  twelve  years  before,  the  bed 
wine  on  the  ifland  was  fold  from  12  to  14  pounds  the  pipe;  but  at  the  time  ' 
we  were  there,  none  could  be  got  for  left  than  20  and  22  pounds. 
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This  ifland  of  Madeira  is  fubjefr  to  the  crown  of  Portugal-,  fituated  in-  a 
fine  climate,  in  the  latitude  of  320  27'  north.  The  face  of  the  country 
is  very  mountainous,  interfperfed  with  vineyards,  which  form  a  moft  ro¬ 
mantic  and  delightful  profpeft.  The  tops  of  the  highelt  of  thefe  moun¬ 
tains  are  always  covered  with  fnowj  feme  of  the  gentlemen-  of  our  fquadron 
ventured  to  fcale'O-ne  of  them,  but  found  the  air  round  the  fu-mmit  of  it  fo 
exceedingly  cold,  that  they  were  glad  to  get  down  again  as  fall  as  poffible. 
We  have  a  con-ful  always  refiding  here,  and  feveral  confiderable  merchants 
of  our  nation  live  at  Foncbial which  is  the  only  place  of  trade  in  the  whole 
ifland. 

Whilft  we  continued  at  Madeira ,  we  met  with  many  difagreeable  delays^ 
in  fupplying  our  fqitadron  with  wine  and  other  refrefliments,  on  account  of 
the  Paffion-week,  and  the  carnival  that  followed  it  •,  at  which  feafon  all 
bufinefs'  there  is  at  a  ftand,.  and  ftrangers  are  fare-  to  be  entertained  with 
much  gaudy,,  fuperftitious  mummery./  The.  cuftom  indeed  of  celebrating 
this  feltivai  with  a  great  deal  of  religious  pageantry,  is  obferved  in  ail  Popilh- 
countries,,  but  probably  no  where  carried  to  fb  great  an  height  as  among,-; 
the  Portuguefe ,  who  are  the  moft  bigotted.  to  the  fopperies  of  their  religion/ 
of.any  nation  under  the  fun,. 

On  the-  19th  April,  at- 10  o’clock,  imthe  mornings  we  took  our  leave  of 
Madeira,  and  on  the  23d  faw.  the  ifland  oi  Palma,  one  of  the  Canaries,  dis¬ 
tant  from  us  four  leagues.  By  the  25th,  w.e  were  got  into  the  trade  winds  ; 
and  in'  a  day  or  two  afterwards  were  in  fight  of  Bonavifia, ;  one  of  th eCape. 
deVerd  iflands.  About  the  middle  of  May,  our  Ihip  being  too'much  crowded 
with  ftores.  and  men,,  and  confequeritly.  very,  hot  between  decks;  the.  crew 
became  fo  fickly,  that  in  fix  days- we  buried  feven  men,  and  had  i  6oon  tha 
fick  lilt,  chiefly  with  putrid  fevers-.  On  the  3d  of  June,  at  the  very,  hour 
Gapt.  Speke- had  calculated,  we  difcovered.the  ifland. Prinid.ada--,  and  the  next 
morning  Martinvas  was  in-. fight. .  The  latter  is  compofed  of  in-acceffibls- 
rocks;  but  the  former,  as  I  was  informed,  is  well  covered  with  woods,  and- 
has  a.,fandy.bay.;at.the.nor,th-eaft  end,  where  there,  is  plenty  ,  of.  frelh  water. 

In  our  whole  run  from  Madeira  to  tliefe  laffi  mentioned  iflands,  we  faw 
nothing  very  remarkable ;  or  only  fuch.objefls  as  are  always- to  be  met  with? 
in  thofe  feas  :  fucheas  great  flights  of.  different  forts  of  birds,  near  tha 
land;:  and  vaft  numbers  off  flying,  fiflx.  We  caught  alfo  fome  fharks  in- 
calm  weather,;-  to  fome  of.  which,  were  flicking  feveral  black  fifli,  from 
eight  inches,,  to.  a.  foot  long:  thefaflors, called  them  the  fuck.ing-fiilr,  bun 
they  are  really  the.  Remora.  ,  Some  time  in  June -the  crews  of  the  feveral, ihips 
of  the  fquadron,  with  baited  hooks,  caught  fome  Pintado, birds ;  they  are 
about. -the  bigrjefs  of  a  pidgeon,  -and  when,  fwimming  on  the  water,  very, 
much  refemble.  that  bird.  They  are  prettily  mottled  on  the  back  and, wings,-, 
their  heads  are, of  a  dark-  blue  colour,  their  bills  are  lharp  and  ftrong,  their 
legs  black,. and  their  feet  webbed,  When,  caught,.,  they  cannot  rile  to  fly,. 


E  5  ] 

from  the  deck,  but  will  moft  readily  do  fo,  out  of  a  tub  of  water.  An 
albatrofe ,  a  fea-fowl,  was  fhot  off  the  Cape  of  Good  Hope,  which  meafured 
174  feet  from  wing  to  wing.  A  fhark  was  alfo  caught,  and  brought  on 
board  the  Cumberland ,  with  72  young  ones  in  her  belly,  each  from  6  to  14 
inches  long.  Another  was  afterwards  caught  by  the  Sdijburfs  crew,  which 
had  the  horns,  fkin,  and  many  bones  of  a  bullock  in  the  belly.  After  it  was 
dead  and  dried,  a  very  large  man  paffed  through  its  jaws. 

In  the  unfettled  and  hot  weather  we  had,  during  our  continuance  near 
the  line,  the  putrid  fever  raged  among  us;  (owing  in  a  great  degree  alfo 
to  the  ftock-fifli,  which  we  had  taken  on  board  as  part  of  our  provifion, 
turning  putridA)  Our  people,  when  firft  taken,  complained  of  violent  head¬ 
aches,  pain  in  their  limbs,  and  an  univerfal  reftlefihefs.  By  the  latter  end 
of  June,  we  had  advanced  far  to  the  fouthward,  and  confequently  were 
in  a-  colder  climate.  On  the  17th  of  July,  at  three  in  the  morning,  we 
difcovered  the  long  wifhed-for  ifland  of  Madagafcar.  At  four  made  the  fignal, 
wore  fhip,  and  brought  to  ;  and  on  the  18th  we  anchored  in  St.  Auguftine's. 
bay,  at  the  fouthern.part  of  the  ifland,  latitude  23°  42'  fouth,  in  16  fathom 
water.  The  19th,  we  received  on  board  frefh.  beef  for  the  ule  of  the 
fcveral  fbips  companies,  who  with  eagernefs  and  tranfport  fed  on  this  delicious 
fare.  The  next  day,,  the  admiral  was  fo  kind  as  to  ifiue  his.  warrant,  by. 
which .  I.  was  appointed  to  take  under  my  care  the.  Tick  and  wounded  .of  the 
whole  fquadron. 

The  firft  care  after  our  arrival  at  Madagafcar,  was  to  get  our  lick1  afhore. 
Thofe  in  the  Kent  alone  amounted  to  150:  The  complaints  of  fome,  were 
the  fame  putrid  fevers  which  had  before  given  us  fo-much  trouble  while 
in  the  neighbourhood  of  the  equinoctial;  but  the  greater  part  were  now  af¬ 
flicted  with  the  fcurvy,  and  to  lb  great  a  degree,  that  they  had  not  ftrength 
enough  to.  crawl  upon  the  deck,  and  fcarcely  to  breathe ;  we  were  obliged 
therefore  to  carry  them  out  of  the  fhip  in  their  hammocks  :  but  fo  falutary- 
was  the  land,  and  the  refrefhments  it  produced,  that  in  lefs  than  three 
weeks  after,  they  were  put  afhore,  almoftallof  them  happily  recovered  their 
former  health  and  vigour. 

This  ifland,  which  lies  between  12  and  216 °  fouth  latitude,  is  of  great  ex¬ 
tent,  and  very  fruitful,  abounding  in  moft  of  the  neceflaries  of  life.  It  is 
governed  by  four  or  five  kings,  who  frequently  are  at  war  with  each  other, 
when  they  make  inroads  into  the  enemies  country,  and  carry  off  both' 
families,  and  cattle :  the  firft  are  fometimes  fold  to  the  Europeans,  as  Haves. 

The  bullocks  on  this  ifland  are  very  large  and  fat,  weighing  ufually  from 
6  to  700  pounds  each,  and  are  much  valued  by.  the  feveral  European  nar 

*•  Two  thirds  of  the  ftock-fiftr  which  government  fupplied  the  fhip  with,  we  were  obliged 
to  throw  overboard,  1 
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tions  who  have  fettlements  in  India.  They  fend  (hips  hither  on  purpofe  for 
them,  which  they  kill  and  fait  upon  the  ifland.  Thefe  bullocks  have  all 
a  remarkable  protuberance,  or  portion  of  fat,  feated  between  the  two 
fhoulders,  weighing  about  twenty  pounds ;  which  in  general  is  very  much 
efteemed,  after  having  lain  fome  time  in  fait.  For  my  own  part  however,  I 
could  not  join  in  the  extravagant  praifes  given  to  this  piece  in  particular,  nor 
indeed  to  any  of  the  beef  of  this,  ifland  ;  for  though  the  oxen  are  very  large, 
fat  and  fair  to  look  upon,  yet  the  herbage  they  eat,  gives  their  fleflr  a 
peculiar,  and  to  me  a  very  difagreeable  tafte.  The  natives  have  a  very- 
dexterous  method  of  bringing  the  ox  to  the  (laughter.  They  throw  a 
rope,  with  a  running  knot,  over  the  horns  of  that  particular  bead,  which 
the  purchafer  hath  chofen  out  of  a  great  number,  and  with  the  fame  rope 
drag  the  v'idtim  to  a  tree;  around  the  trunk  of  which,  they  take  a  turn 
with  the  rope,  and  draw  the  ox  clofe  up  to  it,  where  it  is  eafily  (laughtered 
by  the  butcher.  The  iflanders  themfelves  never  (trip  off  the  hide,  but  feed 
on  that  with  as  much  pleafure  as  on  any  other  part  of  the  bead.  The  Bleep 
of  Madagafcar  differ  very  little  from  the  goats,  being  alike  hairy,  only  their 
heads  are  fomewhat  larger.  They  have  necks  like  a  calf,  and  a  tail  that 
weighs  at  lead  ten  pounds. 

We  had  no  fooner  come  to  an  anchor  at  this  ifland,  but  old  Robin  Hood, 

-  and  another  of  the  king  of  Baba’s  people,  whom  they  call  purlers ;  Phiiibey, 
the  General ;  and  Captains  John  Anderfon  and  Frederick  Martin,  came,  on 
board  the  Kent :  thefe  were  fomre  of  the  chiefs  of  the  king’s  c.ourt,  who 
prided  themfelves  in  being  called  by  Engltjh  names.  And  the  king’s  own 
family  likewife,  in  imitation  of  the  court  of  England ,  is -not  without  a 
Prince  of  Wales ,  a  Duke  of  Cumberland ,  a  Prince  Auguftus,  and  Princeffes, 
diftinguifhed  by  Englijh  names. 

All  the-  great  men  abovementioned,  came  on  board  naked,  except  a 
covering  over  their  hips,  and  another  over  their  (houlders,  made  of  a  cer¬ 
tain  grafs  growing  on  the  ifland,  which  they  had  ornamented  with  (mail  glafs 
beads,  by  way  of  border  or  fringe.  Their  hair  was  not  altogether  fo  wool¬ 
ly  as  is  the  Africans  on  the  coaft  of  Guinea ,  but  rather  refembling  the  long 
black  hair  of  the  Indian:  The  Madagafcarian  wives  take  great  pains  with 
their  hufbands  hair :  They  fometimcs  put  it  in  large  and  regular  curls, 
and  at  other  rinses  braid  it  in  great  order,  making  it  to  (hine  with  a  par¬ 
ticular, oil  which  the  ifland  produces.  '  The  men  are  rather  tall  than  other- 
wife,  and  (lightly  made,  yet  ftrong  •, .  they  always  carry  in  their  hands  a  wooden 
lance,  headed  with  iron.  This  lance  is  in  general  made  very  neat,  which 
they  throw  thirty  or  forty  yards  with  great  exa&nefs,  (Iriking  the  fmalleft 
objeft.  Befides  this  implement  of  war,  they  are  commonly  mailers  of  a 
mufket,  which  they  .get  from  Europeans  in  exchange  for  cattle  ;  and  this  they  ■ 
are  always  fure  to  keep  in  the  niceft  order. — I  am  forry  to  fay,  that  the  Eng- 
lijh,  are  frequently  guilty  of  great  impofitions  in  this  kind  of  traffic,  by  dif- 
pofing  of  cheap  and  ill-tempered  gun-barrels,  among  the  poor  inhabitants, 

5  who 
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who  fometirnes  Iofe  their  lives  by  the  burfting  of  thefe  pieces.  Such 
iniquitous  practices  as  thefe,  muft  in  the  end  prove  injurious  to  the  nation  ; 
and  has  indeed  already  made  the  name  of  more  than  one  of  thefe  traders 
truly  infamous  among  the  deluded,  but  hitherto  friendly,  Medagafcarians ,  or 
Malgaches  *. 

They  are  a  civil,  good-natured  people,  but  eafily  provoked,  and  apt  to 
fhew  their  refentment  on  the  leaft  provocation,  efpecially  where  they  think, 
themfelves.  injured,  or  flighted.  An  inftance  of  this  happened  during  our 
ftay  among  them.  A  wife  of  John  Anderfon  came  to  our  tents,  and  purchafed 
a  clafp-knife  of  a  common  failor;  in  her  return  home  Ihe  had  the  misfortune 
to  drop  it ;  as  foon  as  fhe  difcovered  her  lofs,  lhe  ran  back  in  the  greateft 
anxiety  towards  our  people  ;  in  her  way,  Ihe  obferved  a  feaman  to  ftoop,  and 
take  up  fomething  from  the  ground,  which  on  her  getting  up  with  him; 
fhe  difcovered  to  be  her  knife,  and  demanded  it  as  her  property.  The  failor 
refufing  to  part  with  it,  fhe  hurried  home,  and  acquainted  her  hufband  with 
what  had  happened.  Immediately,  and  in  the  greateft  rage,  he  commanded 
his  fervants  and  flaves  to  arm  themfelves,  and  at  the  head  of  them  he 
inarched  into  our  camp.  Lieutenant  Carnac  of  Adlercron's  regiinenr,  and 
our  other  officers  on  fliore,  were  at  dinner  in  their  tent ;  and  upon  hearing 
a  great  uproar,  they  ran  out  and  difcovered  John  Anderfon  with  fifteen  other 
natives,  armed  with  loaded  mufkets,  and  in  violent  altercation  with  our 
people.  It  is  impoffible  to  deferibe  the  fury  which  was  vifible  in  Anderfon’ s. 
countenance.  The  officers  being  upon  the  beft  footing  with  him,  went  to; 
him,  and  defired  to  know  the  caufe  of  this  unbecoming  behaviour.  He  gave 
them  a  fhort  anfwer,  and  in  a  very  peremptory  tone  demanded  the  knife.. 
They,  in  return,  calmly  reafoned  with  him,  and  afked  him  how  he  could 
think  of  behaving  in  fo  outrageous  a  manner  to  his  friends.  He  anfwered, 
“  they  were  no  friends  of  his,  uniefs  they  did  him  juftice.”  They  {till  went  on 
foothing  him,  but  at  the  fame  time  gave  him  to  underftand,  that  his  acting 
in  this  frantic  manner  was  not  only  ridiculous,  but  dangerous  to  a  great 
degree;  for  had  they  been  as  violent  as  himfelf,  it  was  next  to  an  impoffi- 
bility  that  either  he  or  any  one  of  his  followers  could  have  returned  back 
alive.  He  replied,  “  that  he  -would  fomer  die,  than  tamely  put  up  an  injury.’* 
At  laft,  with  great  difficulty,  they  appeafed  him,  prevailed  upon  him  to- 
fend  back  his  people,  and  to  enter  their  tent.  Here  they  gave  him  a  dram,, 
and  fummoned  before  them  the  failor.  The  fellow  frankly  acknowledged 
that  he  had  found  a  knife,  and  that  it  was  very  poflible  it  might  beiong-to 
Anderfon’ s  wife,  but  that  as  yet  he  had  only  her  word  for  it.  Thg  woman,, 
in.  anfwer  to  this,  produced  the  perfon  from  whom  fhe  bought  it,  who  prov¬ 
ing  it  to  be  her  property,  the  knife,  was  prefently  reftored,  and  the  affair 
amicably  fettled  to  the  entire  fatisfaclion  of  all  parties. 

Another  charafteriftic  of  the  Madagafiarians,  is,  the  very  high  notions- 
they  entertain  of  the  dignity  of  their  king ;  which  they  carry  to  fo  great  an 

*  A  geaeral  term  applied,  to  the  inhabitant*:  of  that  iflam}.. 
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height,  that  they  are  never  more  fenfibly  hurt,,  than  when  they  think  you 
are^treating  him  with  any  kind  of  incivility.  We  met  with  a  moft  ftriking 
inftance  of  this,  foon  after  our  arrival  at  the  ifland,  when  the  king’s  ptirfers 
made  Admiral  Watfan  their  firft  vifit.  At  tire  time  thefe  people  entered  the 
{hip,  it  happened  that  the  admiral  was  deeply  engaged  in  bufinefs ;  he  there¬ 
fore  defired  Captain  Speke,  (who  had'been  at  Madagafcar  before,  and  con- 
fequently  was  acquainted  with  moft  of  them)  to  officiate  as  his  deputy,  and 
entertain  them  in  the  ward-room,  till  he  could  wait  upon  them  in  perfon. 
This  talk.  Captain  Speke  executed  with  the  greateft  hofpitality  andpolitenefs; 
■but  notwithftanding  all  his  endeavours  to  pleafe,  in  lefs  than  twenty  minutes 
■they  became  quite  impatient,  .and  very  ferious  •,  talked  much  of  going  alhore 
again,  and  of  their  king’s  dignity  being  greatly  hurt  by  this  delay,  “  whs 
(they  laid)  was  a  great  man,  and  would  be  much  difpleafed,  when  he  fhould  be 
'•told  they  had  waited  fo  long  before  they  had  been  admitted  to  an  audience  of  the 
. commodore ”  for  fo  they  called  the  admiral  not  only  at  his  firft  arrival,  but 
•ever  afterwards,  it  being  a  title  tbey'had  been  much  accuftomed  to  5  nor 
had  they  before  been  ever  vifited  by  an  officer  of  Mr.  Watfon' s  rank. 

■  -Captain  Speke,  touched-  w-ith  their  complaints,  hurried  away  to  the  admiral, 
who  immediately  admitted  them  into  his  -cabin,  and  made  them  happy. 
.Before  'they  took  their  leave  however,  they  in  very  plain  terms  gave  Mr. 
Watfon  to  underftand,  that  unlefs  he  made  the  King  of  Baba  ' the  firft- vifit,  no 
provifion  of  confequence  would  be  fuffered  to  be  put  on  board  his  fhips. 

The  .reader  will  excufc  m-y  g-rving-  him  another  inftance  of  this  kind, 
-which  ftill  more  {takingly  difplays  the  extreme  fenfibility  of  thefe  iflanders, 
■in  refpeft  to  .their  king’s  dignity.  Robin  Hood  (who  feeraed  ro  aft  as  prime 
min-ifter,-  and  negotiated  moft  of  the  king’s  concerns  with  our  agent-viftu- 
aller)  was  one  day  tranfefti-ng  bufinefs  with  another  gentleman  of  the  fqua- 
■dron,  and  they  happened  to  differ  fo  much  about  the  value  of  a  certain 
commodity,  that  high  words  arofe,  and  at  length  Robin  Hood  in  the  greateft 
•agitation  ftarted  from  the  ground  where  he  was  fitting,  and  fwore  that  he 
would  immediately  acquaint  the  king  of  Baba  with  what  had  paffed.  'Our 
Englijh  gentleman,  too  much  heated  with  this  threat,  and  the  violent  alter¬ 
cation  which  had  preceded  it,  unguardedly  replied,  -<c  D — n  the -king  of 
Baba.”-  —The  eyes  of  Robin  .HbtS  flafhed  ■  life®  lightning,  andln  the  moft 
violent  wrath  he  retorted,  *•'  D— rti-Kmg  OMrge.”-  At  the  feme  inftant  he  left 
the  lpo.tylwr-rying  away  towasd&thb *Madagafcarim  cottages.  Our  country¬ 
man  was  foop  ftruck  with  the  impropriety  of  his  behaviour,  followed 
and  overtook  the  difputant,  and  having  made  all  proper  conceffions,  the 
affair  was  happily  terminated.  t 

Moft  of  the -natives  near  .this  -bay,  (peak  as  much  broken  Englijh  as  en- 
-  aides  -them  to  exchange  their  cattle,  poultry,  milk,  fruit,  rice,  felt,  pur- 
flain,  potatoes,  yams,  fifh,  lances  and  {hells,:  for  our  mufkets,  powder,  bul¬ 
lets,  fljn.ts,  .clou ties  (which  include- handkerchiefs  .and dinner,  of  all:  forts) 
beads,  iron-pots,  &c.  Silver  is  dn  great  efteem  with  them ;  they  call  it  Ma- 
-3 .  ■  '  r.ila. 
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nila,  and  make  it  into  bracelets  for  their  wives :  they  pay  but  little  regard  1754. 
to  gold ;  if  you  offer  it  to  them  at  the  fame  time  with  filver,  they  never  heft-  ' — . — >■ 
tate  to  prefer  the  latter. 

On  the  right  hand  as  you  enter  the  bay,  lives  one  Prince  William ;  he  is 
related,  and  tributary,  to  the  king,  yet  in  mod  cafes  aids  as  an  indepen¬ 
dant  prince;  and  is  always  fure  to  ufe  his  utmoft  endeavours  with  the  officers 
of  the  fhips  that  touch  there,  to  pitch  their  tents  on  his  fide  of  the  country, 
and  to  buy  their  provifions  of  him,  inftead  of  the  king  or  his  fubjefts.  In 
this  prince’s  territories,  not  far  diftant  from  the  fea,  are  the  remains  of 
a  fort,  built  by  Avery  the  pirate. 

His  majefty  of  Baba  refides  in  a.town  built  with  mud,  which  ftands  up  the 
councry,  about  twelve  miles  from  St.  Auguftine's  Bay.  About  four  days 
after  our  arrival,  he  came  down  with  his  family  intoour  neighbourhood,  and 
fent  his  heir  apparent  on  board,  accompanied  by  the  duke  of  Baba,  and  other 
great  perfonages  of  his  court,  to  congratulate  the  admiral  on  his  arrival  at 
Madagafcar,  and  to  know  on  what  day  he  intended  paying  him  a  vifit.  The 
admiral  made  each  of  thefe  ambaffadors  a  prefentof  a  pair  of  piftols,  a  gun, 
a  fword,  .and  fome  bottles  of  brandy;  appointed  a  day  for  paying'  his  re- 
fpefts  to  the  king,  and  fent  them  all  afhore  in  the  higheft  fpirits,  and  pet- 
feftly  happy.  On  the  day  which  had  been  fixed  for  his  public  audience, 
the  admiral,  attended  by  all  the  captains,  and  other  officers  of  his  fquadron, 
walked  about  half  a  mile  from  our  own  tents  down  to  thofe  of  his  majefty, 
and  was  ufhered  into  the  larged  of  them  by  the  beat  of  two  drums,  which 
by  the  particular  defire  of  Robin  Hood  had  been  fent  from  on  board  the  Kent ; 
this  prime  minifter  declaring,  that  as  the  admiral  was  a  great  man,  and  the 
king  of  Baba  a  great  man  alfo,  the  admiral  fhould  bring  his  mufic  to  do 
honour  to  the  king;  and  the  king’s  mufic  in  return  (which  confided  only  of 
two  pair  of  great  conch-fhells)  fhould  found  in  honour  of  the  admiral.  As  •  • 
nobody  objefted  to  this  realonable  propofal,  the  admiral  was  received  in  the 
manner  prefcribed  by  Robin  Hood. 

The  king  was  about  fixty  years  of  age,  very  corpulent,  and  had  at  that 
time  a  violent  fit  of  the  gout.  He  was  fitting  on  a  grafs-mat  fpread  on  the 
ground,  with  a  wrapper  round  his  middle,  and  on  his  head  he  wore  a 
Dutch  grenadier’s  cap,  a  foot  and  a  half  high,  faced  with  the  arms  of  the 
Dutch  Eaft  India  company  cut  in  brafs.  He  took  the  admiral  by  the  hand, 
and  enquired  how  King  George  did :  When  he  was  told  that  he  was  now  in 
health,  but  had  lately  been  in  great  afflidlion  on  account  of  the  death  of  his 
eldeft  fon ;  he  feelingly  replied,  “  Ay,  I  have  like-wife  loft  my  Prince  of 
Wales.”  He  then  enquired  of  the  admiral,  what  prel’ents  he  had  for  him. 

Thefe,  confiding  of  fire-arms,  fwords  and  fpirituous  liquors,  were  immedi¬ 
ately  given;  but  none  feemed  to  pleafe  him  fo  much  as  the'brandy;  he  only 
found  fault  that  there  was  not  enough  of  it.  His  three  queens,  and  many  other 
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,~e4,  ladies  of  the  court,  attended  this  meeting.  They  too  had  their  prefen ts. 

’ »  And  the  admiral,  to  treat  them,  as  he  thought,  the  more  genteely,  ordered 
three  or  four  dozen  of  bottles  of  white  wine  to  be  brought ;  but  upon  their 
tafting.it,  they  fpoke  of  it  as  infipid,,  and,  like  the  king,  preferred  brandy  as 
the  better  liquor.  Mr.  Watjon  apologized  for  his  not  having  a  greater  ftock  of 
it;  but  allured  them,  and  his  majefty  at  Baba  alfo,  that  the  next  time  he 
fnade  this  voyage,  he  would  not  fail  to  bring  them  a  much  larger  quantity. 
Before  the  audience  broke  up,  the  king  afked  the  admiral,  whether  he  had 
any  doctor  with  him?  who  replied,  yes.  He  then  a  (Iced,  “Is  he  a  great  dollar  ? 
A  king’s  doctor  ?”  to  which  the  admiral  replied  in  the  affirmative,  “  Let  him, 
(rejoined  the  king)  give  me  fome  mabomets  (that  is,  fome  medicines)  for  my 
lick  knee.”  The  admiral  then'  fpoke  to  me,  who  ftood  near  him ;  when  ad- 
drefting  myfelf  to  the  king,  I  gave  him  my  word,  that  he  Ihould  not  be  many 
days  without  them.  The  admiral  having  mentioned  to  the  king  of  Baba,  the 
proviftons  he  wanted  for  his  fquadron,  the  latter  gave  orders  to  his  purfers,. 
thatwe  fhould  immediately  be  fupplied  with  them:  Then  the  admiral,  after 
thanking  rhe  king  for  his  civility  and  afliftance,  took  his  leave. 

Before  1  dofe  this  fcene,  I  cannot  omit  describing  the  grotefque  drefs  and 

•  figure  of  one  of  the  favourites  at  this  court,  who  in'  liis  younger  days  had 
been  in  England,  where  he  acquired  a  tafte  for  the  European  fafhions.  They 
called  him  Captain  Tom-  Hill ;  he  was  a.  little  old  man,  had  neither  Ihoes, 
ftockings,  breeches,  nor  Ihirt  on,  but  wore  a  wrapper  round  his  thighs,  and 
an  old  filk-waiftcoat  next  his  flcin,  ornamented  with  a  bpgle-fringe:  An  old 
tattered  blue  coat,  an  old  grey  tye-wig,  a  filver-laced  hat,  and  a  lword  with¬ 
out  a  icabbard,  made  up  the  remainder  of  his  drefs,  and  all  together  pre- 
fented  a  moft  ridiculous  figure. 

The  generality  of  my  readers,  will  probably  look  down  with  wonder  and’ 
pity,  if  not  with  contempt,  on  the  rude  fimplicity  and  unpoliflied  man¬ 
ners  of  the  people  now  defcribed:  But  let  them  turn  back  to  the  annals  of 
our  Englijh  hiftory  not  two  thoufand  years  ago,  they  will  have  the  mortifi¬ 
cation  to  find  the  ancient  Britons  equally  unacquainted  with  the  polite  arts,, 
and  quite  as  barbarous  and  uncivilized  as- the  prefent  Madagafcarians  *■  And 
If  our  rude  forefathers,  by  a  perfevering  virtue,  a  noble  difintereftednefs,  and 
apaffionate  love  for  their  country,  could  eredt  a  kingdom,  facapable  of  ex¬ 
citing'  admiration  as  we  have  now  the  happinefs  to  boaft  of;  why  (hould. 
not  the  defcendants  of  the  brave  Madagafcarians ,  at  fotne  future  period,  emu  ¬ 
late  the  glory  of  our  anceftors,  and  lay  the  foundations  of  an  empire  great. 

•  and  extenftve  as  our  own,  and.  as  rmach  celebrated  for  the  glory  of  its  arms. 
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height  of  genius,  and  delicacy  of  tafte  ? — The  preemption  is  neither  ground-  1 754-. 
lefs  nor  extravagant ;  for  the  illand  of  Maiagafcar  is  very  fertile,  and  near  V — ' — 
a  thoufand  miles  in  length,  and  at  its  wideft  part,  three  hundred  miles  broad. 

Unrated  in  a  healthy  climate,  full  of  the  fineft:  timber,  and  furnilhes  many- 
other  valuable  materials  fit  for  fliipping ;  by  which  her  natives  might  t>e  en¬ 
abled  to  equip  formidable  fleets,  extend  their  commerce  over  all  the  known 
part  of  the  habitable  world,  and  perhaps  carry  the  terror  of  their  arms  into 
countries  hitherto  undifcovered.  Thefe  iflanders,  likewife,  are  not  at  all  de¬ 
ficient  in  that  aftive  and  enterprifing  fpirit  fo  neceffary  for  perfefting  fuch 
glorious  undertakings. 

Whilft  we  continued  on  this  ifland,  we  found  ourfelves  frequently  robb¬ 
ed  of  our  linnen,  as  it  was  hanging  out  to  dry,  yet  it  was  always  ftolen 
in  fo  artful  and  dexterous  a  manner  that  we  never  had  it  in  our  power  to  de¬ 
left  one  fingle  culprit  during  tire  whole  time  of  our  being  there.  One  poor 
wretch  indeed,  who  was  concerned  in  this  kind  of  theft,  making  his  efcape 
with  his  booty  over  the  river,  unfortunately  {luck  in  the  mud,  and  was 
drowned.  The  following  inftance  will  (hew  the  great  prefence  of  mind,  and 
exceeding  dexterity  of  thefe  iflanders,  in  thievifh  exploits.  ’  One  evening,  as 
thirty  or  forty  of  our  men  were  fitting  round  a  fire,  boiling  their  vic¬ 
tuals  in  their  iron-pots,  without  the  lead  fufpicion  of  a  thief’s  being 
near  them;  a  Madagafcarian  with  wonderful  agility  jumped  over  their 
heads  into  the  circle,  took  one  of  the  pots  by  the  handle  as  it  flood  over 
the  fire,  and  ran  off  with  it  Towards  the  river :  Our  people, .  for  a  time 
continued  looking  on  each  other  with  amazement;  but  before  any  of  them 
had  fofar  recovered  themfelves  as  to  think  of  purfuing  the  thief,  the  fellow 
had  made  fuch  good  ufe  of  his  legs,  as  to  be  quite  out  of  their  reach. 

■  .Among  the  great  variety  of  women,  that  daily  reflated  to  our  tents,  I 
obferved  one,  who,  as  to  her  make  and  fymmetry  of  features,  was  a  perfeft 
beauty.  TheDutchefs  of  Bata  was  alfo  handfome;;  but  the  king’s  two 
daughters  were  far  otherwife.  The  eldeft  of  thefe  two  ladies  was  extreme¬ 
ly  coarfe  in  her  perfon,  and  no  lefs  rrrafculine  in  her  behaviour.  The 
youngeft  was  not  quite  lb  plain  or  rnafculine  as  her  fitter,  tho’  Ihe  had  not 
much  delicacy  to  boaftof:  they  were  both  unmarried.  One  of  them  had 
•compleated  her  fortieth  year;  the  other  was  not  quite  fo  old.  They  were 
of  the  company  at  court,  when  the  admiral  vifited  their  father ;  and  foon  . 
afterwards,  the  eldeft  of  thefe  princeffes  condefcended  fo  far  as  to  call  upon 
the  agent-viftualler  at  his  tent:  She  carried  a  heavy  mufket  on  her  fnoulder, 
of  which  (be  appeared  to  be  extremely  fond,  talked  with  great  pleafure  of  the 
execution  {lie  had  done  with  it  in. times  pall ;  but  as  the  lock  of  it  was 
now  fpotled,  (he  defired  the  favour  of  him  to  get  it  put  in  proper  repair  for 
her ;  and  added  at  the  lame  time,  that  {he  ftiould  be  much  obliged  to  him 
for  his  kindnefs.  In  {hart,  our  agent-viftualler  caufed  her  mufket  to  be 
repaired,  and  feemed  to  Hand  very  high  in  her  good  graces.  Put  not  many 
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1 754-.  dayspaffed,  before  he  unfortunately  fell  into  difgrac.e,  and  too  fenfibly  ex- 
L — '  perienced  the  effedts  of  her  refentment. — : — It  happened  thus. - 

The  admiral  had  thought  it  necefiary  to  give  the  chief  men  of  the  ifland: 
an  entertainment  on  board  his  own  (hip;  and  at  the  time  appointed  for  their 
coming,  he  fent  his  barge  to  convey  them  to  the  Kent,  giving  orders,  that 
none  but  men  fhould  be  admitted.  The  king’s  eldeft  daughter,  notwithftand-- 
ing  this  injun&ion,  was  determined  to  make  one  of  the  company,  and  for 
that  purpofe  repaired  with  the  men  to  the  water’s  edge.  The  agent- victualler 
had  before  told  her,  and  now  again  reprefented  to  her  the  very  <*reat  impro* 
priety  of  a  lady  of  her  quality  going  on  board  the  drip;,  and  did'  notneg- 
left  to  add,  that  as  the  admiral’s  commands  were  abfolute,  he  could  not 
poffibly  allow  her.  to  go :  All  his  remonftrances  availed  nothing;  for  no- 
fooner  had  the  barge  reached  the  (hore,  and  the  (tool  was  put  upon  the  beach,, 
but  fhe  got  upon  it,  and  was  advancing:  The  agent-vidtua-ller  then  took 
hold  of  her  arm,  and  again-  remonftrated,  in-treating  her  to  delift  from  her 
purpofe ;  nay  he  oftered:  to  make  her  a  prefent,  provided  (lie  would  peace¬ 
ably  retire.  But  all  his  pleading  was  to  no  effeft;  itfeemed,  that  (lie  had  be¬ 
fore  determined  what  part  t<?  ad:  He  then- i-n  pofuive-  terms  declared,  that 
fhe  fhould  not  go,  and  with  fome  difficulty  pulled  her  from  the  ftool  to  the 
fhore.  On  this,  fhe  not  only  greatly  abufed  him  with  her  tongue,  but. 
alfo  gave  him  fo  violent  a  blow  on  one  of  his  eyes  with  her  fift,  that  he  de- 
■  clared  i-t  to.  have,  been  the  fevered:  he  ever  felt  in  his  life.  Ac  lad,,  however,, 
he  got  the  better  in, his  troublefome  difpute  with  this  royal  virago;-  who  re¬ 
turned  home  in  fuch  ill  humour,-  that  fhe  was  never  afterwards  thoroughly, 
reconciled  to  the  agent-viflualler,  tho’he  took  fome  pains  to  be  re-inftated  in 
her  favour.  • 

The  younger  of  thefe  princefies  (as  before  obferved)’ had  alfo- accompanied  i 
the  king  at  the  grand  audience ;  and  at  that  time  was  pleafed  to  take  fa-  . 
great  a  fancy  to  the  perfon  of  one  of  the  admiral’s  .attendants,  that  foe 
fignified  her  good  liking  the  fame  evening,  in  a  prefent  (he  fent  him  of  two 
couple  of  fowls,  and  fome  yams.  The  gentleman,  to  (hew  himfelf  not  infen-- 
fible  of  fo  great  a  lady’s  favour,  prefented  her  with  an  handkerchief  in  return, 
which  he  fent  by  Robin  Hood,  who.  had  been  employed  by  her  for  the  like  - 
purpofe.  The  next  day,  the  fame  meffertger  took  the  gentleman-  abide,  and, 
told  hira,.  that  the  youngeft  princefs  was  in  love  with  him-;  that  fhe  defired- 
he  would  come  to  her  cabin  at  a  certain  hour  of  the  night ;  and  that  he  himfelf. 
would  accompany-  him;  to  (hew-  him  where  the  Cabin  flood. — The  gentle¬ 
man.  anfwered,  that  he  could  not  poffibly  go,  for  at  that  time,  and  indeed  h 
for  the  whole  night,  he  fhould  be  particularly  engaged;  The  following  day, 
and  for  three  or  four  days  afterwards,  the  fame  ambaffador  was  very  impor-., 
ttjnate  that  due  attention  fhoulc^  be  paid  to  the  condefcenfion  of  the  princefs ; . 
and  expatiated  very  largely  om  the  great  honour  done  to  the  gentleman  in.  • 
the  preference  which  was  given  him  by  a.  king’s  daughter.  The  favourite 
©n  this,  declared  himfelf.  not  infenfible-  hereof;  but  at  length  finding  common  . 

excufos 
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cxcufes  availed  nothing,  and  being  entirely  at  a  lofs  to  frame  new  ones,  he 
plainly  told  Robin  Hood ,  that  he  need  not  give  himfelf  the  trouble  of  coming 
any  more ;  for  to  fpeak.  the  truth,  he  was  a  married  man,  and  therefore 
could  not  accept  of  the  princefs’s  favours,  without  being  guilty  of  a  breach 
of  that  folemn  vow  which  he  had  made  and  ratified  at  the  altar.  He  then 
repeated  feveral  religious  maxims  which  he  had  before  talked  over  with 
Robin  Hood,  and  ftrengthened  the  force  of  thofe  maxims  by  a  prefent  of  a 
piece  of  filver,  and  two  handkerchiefs  y  not  doubting  but  that  by  this  well- 
timed  bribe,  he  lhould  prevail  upon  him  to  become  his  advocate,  and  re-- 
concile  the  princefs  to-  her  difappointment.  —  Robin  Hood ,  cho’  he  took  the 
prefent,  laid  very  coldly,  “  that  if  it  lay  in  his  power,  he  would  certainly 
pacify  the  lady’s  refentment ;  but  it  would  be  a  matter  of  great  difficulty 
and  often  infilled  on  the  very  important  confideration,  of  her  being  the 
daughter  of  a  great  king.  Several  days  palled  after  this,  before  any  thing, 
more  was  faid  upon  the  fubjeft  between  the  meffenger  and  the  gentleman: 
at  length  the  latter  afked  the  other,,  if  all  was  right,  with  the  princefs,  and 
how  Hie  had  taken  his  pofuive  refufal  ?  Hood  replied,  “  I  have  been  your 
friend,  and  told  her  your  excufes ;  but  Ihe  faid,  that  fhe  did  not  helieve 
they  were  the  true  reafons.”  He  then  mentioned  what  had  been  this  deli¬ 
cate  princefs’s  fuggeftions  upon  the  oceafion,  which  cannot  be  repeated  y 
and  added,.  “  She  was  very  angry,  and  called  you  bad-  names,  but  I  have 
now,  after  a.great  deal  of  trouble,,  made  her  tolerably,  e-afy.”  —  Thus  ended, 
this  ftrange  negotiation]— r-  .  ■ 

All  the  Madagafcarian  women;  except  thofe  who  are  very  poor  indeed; 
wear  a  covering  over  their  breafts  and  Ihoulders,  ornamented  with  glafs 
beads  y,  and  none  go  without  a  cloth  over  their  hips.  They  commonly 
walk  with  a  flender,  long  Hick,  or  rod.  The  men  .are  allowed  to  have  as 
many  wives  as  they  pleafe,  or  can  fupporc.  The  king  has  three;  the  Duke 
of  Bala  but  one;  John  Ander Jon  two.  Their  children,,  they  often  name 
*  after  any  Englifh  officers,  who-happen -to  be  there  at  the  time  of  their  wives 
pregnancy,  or  delivery,  One  of  John  Anderfon's  wives  was  with  child,  while 
'  we  were  there;  and  he  allured  Sir  William  Hemet ,  that. if.  Ihe  brought  him  a 
boy,  he  would  give  the  child  his  name. and  title.,  u  ■  . 

The  men  often  prefent  (or,  as  they  term  it,  fakmanca)  you  with  an  ox, 
calf,  goat,  &c.  and  in  return  expeft  to  receivq.its  full  value  in  filver,  or 
fome  other  commodity.  They  without  fcruple  tell  yon,  .in  their  broken  jar¬ 
gon,  11  If  you.  my  friend,  I  your,  friend.  Xou  no  my  friend^  I  no  your  friend. 
Ifalamancayou,  you  falamanca  mel"  Their- wives,  without  reftraint,  vifit  you 
in  your  tents,  with  or  without  their  hufb'andsy  and  make  you  prefentaon  the 
fame  footing  as  do  theirhulbands..  If, a.  wife  is  furprized  ..by  her  hufband  in 
-  the  aft  of  adultery,  we  were  told,  he  never  fails  to  put  her.  and  her  gallant  to 
death;  but  if  they  are  difeovered  by  any  other  perfon,,  the  crime  is  fome- 
times  compounded  by  a  prefent  of  cattle,  or  Haves.  .  Thefe  are  the  chief, 
if.  not. only,  riches  oilthz  Madagafcmans,  Jar,  .  xjizy; ’have  no, money  ; .  and 
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1754-'  except  thofe  who  inhabit  the  Mud  town,  they  all  live  either  ia  mat-cabins, 
— 1  or  huts  made  with  boughs.  The  grandees  have  afence  round  their  cottages, 
with  a  court-yard,  and  diftin£t  apartments  for  their  different  wives  and  child¬ 
ren,  a's  well  as  for  their  (laves. 

During  our  flay  at. this  ifland,  I  obferved  with  great  concern  feveral 
ihiferable  objefts  in  the  laft  fta-ges  of  the  venereal  diieafe.  They  had  not 
been  able  to  find  any  cure  ;  and  as  far  as  I  could  learn,  their  doftors  are  to¬ 
tally  ignorant  of  medicine.  .  The  only  method  they  ufe  for  curing  all  com- 
'  plaints,  as  well  outward  hurts,  as  inward  difeafes,  is  the  wearing  on  their 
amror  neck  a  particular  charm  or  amulet;  or  befmearing  the  part  affiidled, 
with  earth  moiftened  with  the  juice  of  feme  tree  or  plant,  and  made  up  into 
a  loft  pafte. 

The  country,  'befides  large  timber-trees  of  different  kinds,  abounds  alfo 
•with  a  variety  of  Ihrubs,  and  fucculent  plants.  The  iugar-canes  are  as 
thick  as  a  ftout  man's  wrift,  and  fo  full  of  juice,  that  a  foot  of  them  in  length, 
will  weigh  two  pounds,  being  much  larger  and  finer  than  any  in  the  Weft 
■  Indies.  -  When  the  Madagufiariems  travel,  they  take  a  fugar-eane  on  their 
backs  to  fubfift  Upon,  which  will  ferve  them  two  or  three  days.  The 
tamarind  tree  grows  in  great  plenty ;  the  leaves  of  which  are  like  our  com- 
-lfien  fern  :  The  .tree  is  about  the  fize  of  an  Englilh  pear-tree,  and  not 
much  unlike  it.  The  fruit  is  contained  in  pods  about  the  fize  of  thofe 
of  the  bean,  which,  when  fit  to  gather,  are  brown,  hard  and  brittle. 

A  good  beginning  few  a  collection  of  curious  ihells  might  be  made  on  the 
fhofe  of  this  Wland  $  they  ate  now  much  more  fcaroe  all  over  India,  than 
t-hCy  were  formerly.  —  The  I'ahularia,  a  baftard  kind  of  coral,  is  found 
here. 

The  rivers,  befides  their  abounding  with  .great  quantities  of  excellent  fifh, 
are  full  of  alligators  of  an  enormous  fize.  The  duke  of  J 'aba  frequently  ac¬ 
companied  our  parties  iti  Ihoo'ting  at  them ;  and  when  our  gentlemen  in  one  of 
thefe  excurfions  came  to  a  creek,  which  they  wereobligedto  fond,  his  Grace,  to 
fave  them  the  trouble  of  undrefiing,  with' great  good -nature  took  them  one- 
by  one  upon  his  back,  and  carried  them  over  r  He  was  a  brilk,  little  man, 
about  Z'S  yearsold,  nephew  to- the  king,  and  was  particularly  fond  of  a  drum 
which  had  been  given  him  by  Commodore  (late  Admiral)  Griffin,  on  which 
he  could 'beat  a  march  and  the -reveillee.  with  great  dexterity. 

The  ifland  'produces,  a  great  plenty  of  Gainea-hens  and  all  the  rocks 
rOund'abotvc,  both  -in  Prince  Wills  and  in  the  king's  country,  are  flocked 
Avirh  an  abundance -of  ' Which  is  -an  innocent,,  pretty  animal,  of  the 
fqutrrel  kind,  about  the  'fize  '®f  'a  cat,  with  -a  flsarp  head,  like,  a  young  fox, 
a  long  bu-fhy  tail,  -black  and  white  hair  of  exceeding  delicacy  and  foftnefs : 
■It  has  feet  ’-like  the  monkey,- -and  ufoal-ly  fits  like  that  creature  on  its  breech 

and 


and  two  hind  legs,  balking,  wkh  its  belly  expofed  to  the  fun.  Its  trick*  are 
of  the  monkey  kind.  Guanas,  chameleons,  ferpents,  tarantulas,  and  a  kind 
of  bats,  called  flying  foxes,  are  found  here :  their  wings  from  the  tip  of 
one,  to  the  extremity  of  the  other,  are  five  or  fix  feet,  and  they  are  a  foot 
and  half  in  breadth. 

But  the  mod  extraordinary  thing  on  the  whole  ifland,  is  the  innumerable 
quantity  of  locufts  it  abounds  with.  Thefe  rife  from  the  low  lands  in  thick 
clouds,  which  are  fometimes  extended  to  an  incredible  length  and  dif. 
tancc.  The  natives  eat  thefe  infefts,  and  even  prefer  them  to  their  fineft: 
fi(h.  Their  method  of  dreffing  them,  is,  to  ftrip  off  their  legs  and  wings, 
and  fry  them  in  oil 

It  has  been  generally  fuppofed,  that  a  mixture  of  the  Mahometan  and 
Pagan  religion  is  profefled  in  this  ifland  ;  but  tho’  this  may  be  true,  yet 
during  our  flay  here,  we  faw  no  figns  of  the  firft  :  the  word  mal/omets  indeed 
is  frequently  ufed  by  the  natives,  under  which  general  term,  they  include  all 
kinds  of  medicine,  every  fort  of  charm  or  amulet,  and  alfo  a  facrifice  and. 
prayer:  hence  it  leems  as  if  feme  account  of  the  religion  of  Mahomet  had. 
reached  the  ifland  in  paft  ages,  from  the  neighbouring  continent ;  and  alfo 
that  it  had  been  favourably  received  by  the  natives,  though  the  prefent  gene¬ 
ration  appeared  to  be  entirely  unacquainted  with  its  principles  and  rites. 
I  took  fame  pains  to  acquaint  myfelf  with  their  religious  tenets  ;  and  they 
appear  to  worlhip  one  univerfal  Father,  whom,  when  they  fpeak  in  Engli/h , 
they  call  God,  and  in  whom,  they  conceive  to  refide  all  kind  of  perfeftion- 
The  fun  they  look  upon  as  a  glorious  body,  and  I  believe,  as  a  fpiritual 
Being,  but  created  and  dependent.  They  frequently  iook  up  to  it  with 
wonder,  if  not  with  praife  and  adoration.  They  make  their  fupplications  to 
the  One  Almighty ,  and  offer  lacrifices  to  him  in  their  diftreffes, 

I  had  the  euriofity  to  attend  a  facrifice  at  the  hut  of  John  Anitrfm ,  whole 
father  had  for  a  long  time  been  afflidted  with  ficknefs.  At  about  fun-fet, 
an  ox  was  brought  into  the.  yard,  and  the  fon,  who  officiated  as  prieft, 
flew  it ;  an  altar  was  reared  nigh,  and  the  poll  of  it  Was  ipriukled  with 
the  blood  of  the  vi&im.  The  head,  after  it’s  being  fevered  from  the  body. 
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was  placed,  with  the  horns  on,  at  the  foot  of  the  altar:  the' cawl  was 
burned  in  the  fire,  and-  moft  of  the  pluck  and  entrails  boiled  in  a  pot.  The 
lick  man,  -who  .was  brought  to  the  door,  and  placed  on  the  ground  fo  as 
to  faee- the  facrifice,  prayed  often,  and  feemingly  with  great  fervency:  his 
eyes  were  fixed  attentively  towards  the  heavens,  and  his  hands  held  up  in 
a  fupplicating  pofture,  The  ceremony  ended  with  the  fon’s  cutting  up  the 
ox  into  fmall  pieces,  the  greateft  part  of  which  he  djftributed  among  the  poor 
Hayes  belonging  to  his  father  and- himfelf,  referving  however  forne  of  the  belt 
pieces  for  his  own  ufe.  Upon  the  whole,  I  faw  fo  many  circumftances  in  this 
Mad'agafcarian  facrifice,  fo  exadtly  refembling  thcffe  which  are  mentioned  in 
the  Old  Teftament  as  offered  up  by  xhc.‘jews,  that  I  could  not  turn  my 
thoughts  back  to  the  original,  without  being  fenfibly  {truck  at  the  exafbnefs 
of  the  copy...  .  . 

■  It  happened  .fortunately  for  me,  -who  conftantly  refided  at  the  fick  tents 
afhore,  that  at  therequeftof  feveral  officers  of  our  fquadron,  who  promifed 
to  accompany  me,  and  intended  themfelves  much  innocent  pleafantry  in  Ting¬ 
ing  the  grand  chorus  anthem  of  God  five  the  king,  long  live  the  king ,  on  the 
occafton,  I  bad  delayed  giving  his  majefty  of  Baba  W\t  medicines  I.  had  pro¬ 
mifed  him-,  for  the  very  night  following  that,  in  which  I  was  to  have  de¬ 
livered  them,  he  died  fuddenly.  Now,  tho’  his  death,  by  all  the  accounts 
we  could  pick  up,  was  certainly  occafioned  by  a  violent  fit  of  the  gout  in  his 
head,  and  which  probably  was  brought  on  by  the  too  free  ufe,  and  inebriat¬ 
ing,  inflammatory  quality  of  the  brandy,  which  lie  had  been  preferred  with; 
yet  there  is  no  room  to  doubt,  but  that  his  loyal  and  refentful  fubjedts  would 
have  imputed  his  demife  to  another  catife,  and  revenged  themfelves  on  me 
as  the  poifoher  of  their  king;  had  he  chanced  to  have  taken  the  fmalleft 
quantity  of  ray  medicines.  ... 

The  chiefs  feemed  deeply  concerned  at  this  fudden  and  unexpefted  event, 
and  were  very  defirous  that  the  king’s  death  fhon Id  be  kept  a  profound 
lecret :  But  finding  this  impofiible,  about  n  o’clock  of  the  fame  evening  in 
which  he  died,  they  repaired  to  the  Mud  Town,  carrying  with  them  the  corpfe 
of  their  late  monarch,  and  were  accompanied  by.  the  feveral  branches  of  the 
■royal  family.  But -before  their  departure,  they  rook -care  to  fet  fire  to  every 
one  of  their  .tents.  All  the  inhabitants  in  the  neighbourhood  foon  followed 
,_the  ekampk-  of  the  court  in  repairing  , to  the  Mud  Town,  and  left  not  the  leaft 
fhing  behind  them,.' fove  the  dogs  of  the  village,  which  made  fuch  a  hideous 
showling  all  the  night,  that  it  was  impofiible  for  any  of  us  to  get  a  wink  of 
fl'eep:  but  we  bad  another  reafon  to  prevent  our  taking  any  repofe,  and  that  was, 
‘our  having  obferved  the  moft  evident  marks  of  great  diforder  amongft  the 
-natives, .which  we  thought  obliged  us,  for  ourown  fafety,  to  keep  a  watchful 
guard 'the  whole  night.  Frederick  Martin,  before  he  went  off,  came  to 
take  Jiislea.ve  of  us,  and  begged  with  great  earneftnefs  for  a  freih-fupply  of 
gun-powder  :  He  whlfpered  that  the  king  was  dead,  and  that  in  all  proba¬ 
bility  they  ftiould  go  to  war  about  making  another.  We  had  been  before 
i  .  told. 
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•■told  that  the  Duke  of  Baba  would  certainly  fucceed  to  the  throne  ;  but  we  1734. 
afterwards  learned,  that  PMlibey  the  general,  having  efpoufed  the  caufe  of  Ra-  u — k — < 
phani  the  late  king’s  fon,  and  taken  him  under  his  tutelage  and  protection} 
this  youth,  who  was  only  fixteen  years  of  age,  fucceeded  his  father  as  King 
of  Baba. 

It  was  a  lucky  circumftance  for  us,  that  our  agent-viftualler  had,  before 
this  event  of  the  king’s  death,  amply  furnifbed  all  the  (hips  of  the  fquadron 
witii  frelh  provifions  ;  for  as  after  that  event  all  kind  of  bufinefs  was  at  a 
ftand,  we  .confequently  (hould  elfe  have  been  under  a  neceffity  of  going  to 
Johanna  or  feme  other  port  to  have  taken  in  the  remainder  of  our  fupplies. 

It  may  be  of  ufe  to  future  navigators  to  be  informed,  that  no  good 
Kilter  is  to  be  had  at  St.  Auguftine,  unlefs  they  fend  th'eir  boat  four  or  five 
rhTles  up  the  river  ;  and  inftead  of  filling  their  calks  at  low  water  (as  is  the 
cafe  in  moil  other  rivers)  they  mud  begin  to  fill  here  at  about  a  quarter's 
flood.  The  reafon  affigned  for  it,  is,  that  the  river  has  a  communication 
with  the  fea  at  other  places,  as  well  as  with  this  channel  of  St.  Augujiine’i  Bay ; 
and  by  experience  it  has  been  found,  that  the  fea  water  brought  into  the 
river  by  the  flood  tide,  is  not  difeharged  till  a  quarter’s  flood  of  the  next  tide 
in  St.  AuguJHne’s  Bay ;  and  for  three  miles  at  leaft  up  the  river,  the  water  is 
always  very  brackifh,  if  not  quite  fait, 

I  cannot  finilh  my  obfervations  on  this  ifland,  without  hinting,  that  fuch 
quantities  of  limes  and  oranges  grow  here,  the  largeft  cafks  may  be  eafily 
filled  with  their  juices,  and  that  at  a  very  fmall  expence,  as  they  may  be 
purchafed  with  iron-pots,  mufkets,  powder,  ball,  flints,  &c.  & c.  It  is  fuf- 
ficientiy  evident,  that  a  fmall  quantity  of  thefe  juices  mixed  daily  with  the 
feamen’s  common  drink,  would  in  great  meafure  prevent  their  falling  into 
the  feurvy;  adifeafe  fo  frequently  attending  all  long  voyages,  and  which  by 
fad  experience  has  been  known  to  have  deprived  the  nation  of  many  more 
valuable  men,  than  hath  all  the  power  of  the  enemy.  It  is,  therefore,  an 
objeCt  highly  worthy  the  attention- of  government,  that  every  (hip  of  war, 
which  fhall  happen  to  touch  at  this  ifland,  be  provided  with  the  juices  of  the 
lime  and  orange  at  the  public  expence;  with  the  addition  of  fuch  a  quantity 
of  rum,  or  other  fpirits,  as  (hall  be  neceflary  to  pteferve  the  juice  from  cor¬ 
ruption.  During  our  flay  here,  1  procured  and  preferved  about  half  a  hogf- 
head  full,  which  proved,  as  will  be  feen  hereafter,  of  efiential  fervice  to  the  - 
Kent's  crew  againft  the  feurvy,  both  before  and  after  the  fquadron  got  info 
the  Ganges. 

As  the  accounts  hitherto  given  of  this  part  of  Madagafcar ,  its  productions, 

&c.  by  all  former  writers,  have  been  very  fuperficifil  and  imperfeCt,  I 
prefume  the  fupplying  this  deficiency,  will  at  leaft  merit  the  indulgence  of  the 
reader. 


CHAP. 
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CHAP.  II, 


'Admiral  Watfon-  leaves  Madagafcar,  and  arrives  at  Fort  St.  David. — 
Ah  account  of  that  Settlement,  of  the  Chameleon,  animated  Stalk,  &c. 
— Dejcnpiion  of  the  inhabitants,  their  perfons,  habits  and  coins. — 
Tjifi  of  the  different  Calls  into  which  the  Indians  divide  themf elves 
with  a  jkort  account  of  their  particular  cuftoms,  &c. 

ON  the  feventh  of  Auguft,  having  compleated  our  ftock  of  water,  and 
taken. in  as  many  live  cattle  as  we  could  How,  with  a  large  quantity 
or  limes  and  four  oranges,  we  left  the  ifland  of  Madagafcar ;  fteering  the 
proper  courfe  for  our  Eajl  India  fettlements.  September  the  5  th,  we  faw 
Fryars  Hood  in  the  ifland  of  Ceylon-,  and  on  the  loth  of  the  lame  month  we 
anchored  in  Fort  St.  David’s  road.  The  13th,  Admiral  Wat f on  on  the  part 
of  his  majefty,  entered  into  a  written  contract  'with  me,  for  the  eftablifhing 
an  hofpital  in  the  feveral  fettlements  of  India,  into  which  I  was  to  receive  the 
lick  and  hurt  of  the  fquadron,  and  provide  them  with  medicinal  andiurgical 
alMance,  and  alfo  with  provifions,  nurfes,  &c,  &c. 

On  the  appearance  of  our  fquadron,  with  the  king’s  regiment,  MonC 
Godeheu. ,  who  had  juft  landed  at  Pondicherry  from  France,  and  fuperfeded 
Monf.  Dapleiss  in  his  authority,  moderated  the  high  terms  he  had  before  in- 
lifted  on  with  our  countrymen,  and  quickly  agreed  with  Mr.  Saunders,  (the 
company’s  governor  at  Fort  St.Georgefthat  a  fulpenfion  of  arms  between  the 
companies,  and  their  refpcdlive  allies ,•  fhould  take  place,  commencing  on  the 
nth  of  OSober,  and  to  continue  until  the  1  rth  of  January  following :  fo  that, 
to  our  great  furprize,  inftead  of  being  employed  on  the  objefts-  of  war,  we 
had  nothing,  to  do  but  look  about  us;  and  partake  of  that  variety  ofamufe- 
ments,  which  ftrangers  mu  ft  ever  find  in  a  country  fo:diftant,.  and,  fo  differ¬ 
ent  .from  their  own.  .  . 

Fort.  St.  David  is  a  fmall,  but  ftrong  and  regular  fortification,  built  on  a 
rifing  ground,  about  a  mile  from  the  Black-Town,  which  is  called  Cudr 
dalore.  This  laft  has  a  wall  running,  round  it,  with  the  addition  of  a  few 
baftiotis,  but  is  tap  large  even  for  all  the  Englifh-  troops  on  the  coaft  properly 
to  defend.  In  it,  tefide  the  greateft  part  of  the  native  Indian  inhabitants  Cfi 
Fort  St,  David's  boundaries..  Both  the  town,,  and  the  fort,  are  fituated  near 
the  fea  fide;  Cv.dd&lcrt  lying  aim  aft  due  fouth  from  the  fort,  The  extent  of 
this  fettlement’s  boundaries,  are,  towards  the  land,  about  four  miles,  and 
thtp?  3lpng  the  fea  fide:  the  former  are-pointed  out  by  a  thick  hedge  of  the 
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aloe  plant,  and  cocoa-nut  tree,  having  baftions  of  fix  or  eight  guns,,  at  about 
three-fourths  of  a  mile  from  each  other.  In  one  of  thefe  little  forts,  deputy 
Governor  Starke  had  fitted  up  a  piealant  apartment,  and  to  which  he  fre¬ 
quently  retired  from  Fort  St.  David.  ■  ; 

P  The  country  within  the  boundaries  is  very  pleafant,  and  the  air  fine,  hav¬ 
ing  feldom  any  fogs.  In  the  diftridfc  are  many  neat,  houfes  with  gardens ;  the 
latter  were  laid  out  with'  much  good  tafte  by  the  gentlemen,  who  either  had 
been,  or  were  in  the  company’s  fervice.  Thefe  gardens  produce  fruits  of 
different  forts,  fuch  as  pine-apples,  oranges,  limes,  pomegranates,  plan- 
taines,  bananoes,  mangoes,  guavas,  (red  and  white,)  bedams  (a  fort  of  al¬ 
mond)  pimple-nofes,  called  in  the  Weft  Indies ,  chadocks,  a  very  fine  large 
fruit  of  the  citron-kind,  but  of  four  or  five  times  it’s  lize,  and  many 
others.  At  the  end  of  each  gentleman’s  garden,  there  is. generally  a  fhady 
grove  of  cocoa-nut  trees.  Thefe  gardens  yield  alfo  many  of  the  European 
kitchen  plants,  the-feeds  of  which  are  either  fentfrom  England,  of  from  the 
Cape  of  Good  Hope ;  as  celery,  lettuce,  onions,  parfiey,  mint,  artifchokes1, 
and  fpinage.  They  have  alfo  a  common  plant  of  the  country,  not  unlike 
fpinage,  which  grows  without  any  culcure,  and  by  our  feamen  is  called  Cut - 
laloe.  Radifhes  are  to  be  had  in  great  plenty;  they  are  large,,  and -of 
a  white  colour;  when  boiled,  their  relifh  is  better  than  an  indifferent  turnip. 
Colliflowers  and  cabbages  alfo  grow  here,  but  not  in  any  plenty.  Grapes 
are  very  fcarce ;  indeed  they  never  flourifh  in  any  of  thofe  hot  countries  that 
lie  within  25,  or  even  30  degrees  of  the  equinodtial.  Probably  we  had  never 
known  that  they  grew  in  Egypt,  but  for  the  following  lines  in  Virgil  and 
Horace.  .  .  • 


“  Sunt  Hhafta  vites,  /tint  et  Mareotides  alba."  Georg,  lib.  ii,  -  -  f 
“  Mentemque  lymphatam  Mareotico 
“ " Redegit  in  veros  timores 
“  Cafar.”  ■  Lib.  i.  ode  .3  7. 

I  met  with  two  very  curious  animals  here  at  Fort  St.  David.-  The  fir  ft 
was  a  Chamaleon,  which  is  faid  to  live  upon  air;  probably  this  notion  toot  M 
rife,  from  their  remarkable  fwelling  and  contrafting  their  bodies  in  the  office  of 
refpiration.  The  Chameleon  which  I  had  in  my  pafTeffion,  was  a  very  fine' 
one,  and  along  the  back  ran  a  rough  ridge  like  fo  many  beads,  fiiiritng  very 
bright.  I  frequently  put  it  upon’ white  paper,  but  could  never  pbferve  that 
it  altered 'to  that  colour.  Ifometimes  kept  my  eyes  ftedfaftly  fixed  -  upoW 
it  for  half  an  hour,  but  never  perceived  the  leak  alteration  in  colour, 
unlefs  I  waved  my  hand  over  its  back,  or  offered  to  touch  it.  The  creature 
alwavs  appeared  moft  beautiful  'when  frightened.  -  Whenever  T  peeped 
into  the  bafket  where  it  was  kept,  it  was  of  one  colour,  a  faint,  vel- 
lowiffi  green,  with  a  mixture  of  meal,  as  if  a  little  flour  had  been  thrown? 
over  it;  after  I  Tad  ftood  half  a  minute,  a  few  dufky  ipots  on  the. 
lides,  and  ftripes  acrofs  the  back,  would  be  fure  to  appear :  wiierf  touchecff 
it  would  hifs,  which  dilated  the  body  to  a  prodigious  fizc- ;  the  mealmefs 
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then  went  off,  and  the  whole  body  appeared  of  a  bright  7eIlow;  allb  the 
ftripes  on  its  back,  and  the  .fpots  on  the  tides  and  belly,  turned  quite  black: 
jfo  that  if  you  looked  upon  it  one  way,  on  the  back,  it  had  the  appearance  of 
a  perch  or  a  pilot-fifh  if  you  took  a  fide  view,  the  fpots  referabled  thofe  of 
a  cowry -fliell  *  The  focket  of  the  eye  was  remarkably  large,  in  which  it 
turned  and  'rolled  about  the  ’ball  with  great  quicknefs,  but  the  creature  had 
the  fmaileft  fight  or  pupil-1  ever  beheld  •,  on  its  head  was  a  kind  of  crown,  not 
■unlike  that  of  an  old  hen  or  -galena  bird ;  the  mouth  was  ugly  and  remarkably 
large,  The  Chamtekon  had  a furprizing  pouch  (gulafaccafo)  under  its  throat; 
I  put  feveral  flies  and  -gralhoppers  -into  the  balket,  but  it  nefufed  to  eat,  till 
I  forced  tbe'm  into  its  mouth,  and  then' it  chewed _ and  fwallowed  very  regu¬ 
larly,  It  is  an  oviparous  creature,  feldom- Ieavihg  off  till  it  has  laid  forty  or 
-fifty  -eggs  and  in  this  refptft  as  well  as  in  the  fimilarity  of  its  ihape,  .it 
•refembies  the  Croccdik. 

The  ot  her 'remarkable  animal  which  I  met  with  at  CitdMcre,  was  the  ani¬ 
mated  Stalk,  of  which  there  are  different  kinds,  Some  appear  like  dry 
iftfaws  tied  together;  others  like  grafs.  Some  have  bodies  much  thicker 
*fian  Others,  with  the  addition  of  two  fcaly  imperfeft  wings ;  their  neck  is  no. 
digger  than  a  pin,  but  twice  as  long  as  their  bodies.  Their  heads  are  like 
an  hare’s,  and  their  eyes  are  vertical  and  very  brifk.  They  live  upon  flies, 
■which  they  catch  very  dexteroufly  with  the  two  fore  feet,  which  they  keep 
•doubled 'up  in  three  parts  clofe  to  their  head,  and  dart  out  very  quick  on  the 
■approach  ©f  their  prey ;  and  when  they  have,  caughtit,  they  eat  very  voraci- 
cuEIy,  holding  it  ih -the  fame  manner  -  as  a  Squirrel  does  its  food..  On  the 
outer  joipts  of  the  fore  feet  are  feveral  hooks,  very  fliarp  for -the  eafier  catch¬ 
ing  and  holding  their  prey-,  with  the  other  feet,  which  are  four  in  number, 
they  take  hold  ofee-es  or  any  'other  thing,  the  better  to  furprize  whatever  they 
lie  in  wait  for.  They  drink  like  a  horfe,  putting  their  mouths  into  the  water. 
Their  excrements,  which  are  very  white,  are  almoft  as  large  as  the  body  of  the 
animal,  and  (as  the  natives  fay)  dangerous  to  the  eyes. 

The  fparrows  on  this  coaft,  and  over -all  India ,  are  exactly  the  fame  as  thole- 
we  -have  in  England.  Here  are  many  birds 'like-yellow-hammers,  which  build 
their  nefts  very  artfully,,  hanging  them  on  the  extremity  of  the  leaves  of  trees. 
Their  nefts  have  a  hole  at  the  bottom,,  and  another  near  the  top ;  which  de- 
tnonftrates  the  fagacity  of  thefe  little  animals,  in  thus  fecuring  to  themfelves- 
»  Safe  retreat  from  the  attack  of  an  enemy.  The  neft  appears,  like  a  cabbage- 
net  fluffed  with  draw,  and  is  fattened  to  the  end  of  the  leafy,. 

•  ■  .  la 

».  A  fmalt  thell  which  paffes  in  W'a  for  money  ;  from  4000  to  48oargo  to  a  rupee. 

f  Oh  the  Mand-of  Madagnfcar  I  faw  feveraJ  exceeding  foiill.birds  called  the  'Taylor  bird,.  and 
tftookfrtfm'ihe  extreme  poincoffonie  leaves, three  of  their  carious  little  nefts,,  one  of  which  con¬ 
tained  three  eggs  of  the  lize  of  the  ftnalleft  pea.  We  have  the  following  account  of  this  bird 

in  {‘tnitant’t  Indian  Sitt/qp. - 11  The  birds -of  the  torrid  zone,  having  a  certain.prefcience  of 

'  the 
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In  the  neighbourhood  of  the  agreeable  retreats  before  mentioned,  ate  many  1754- 

pleafant  rows  of  the  ever-green  tulip  tree,  which  are  planted  through  great  ' - r— *• 

part  of  the  boundaries,  in  the  fame  manner  as  the  elms  in  St.  James's  Pari. 

At  foroe  little  diftance  from  one  of  thefe  walks,  is  a  building,  bclongiiyg  to 
the  company,  and  defigned  for  the  governor,  called  “  the  garden-houfe.” 
it  is  roomy,  handfome  and  well  built ;  and  has  a  very  good  and  large  garden 
belonging  to  it,  with  long  and  pleafant  avenues  of  trees  in  the  back  and 


At  the  rime  we  were  at  Fort  St.  David.,  the  governor,  and  a  few  other 
gentlemen  of  the  fettlement,  kept  a  cliaife  and  a  pair  of  hories ;  fome  drove  a 
two  wheel  chaife  with  a  fingle  horfe,  and  others  were  content  to  take  the  air  on 
horfeback.  Since  that  rime  however,  the  number  of  carriages  is  greatly  in- 
creafed.  Almoft  all  the  Europeans  refident  in  India  keep  their  Palanquin, 
■which  is  a  covered  machine  with  culhions  in  it,  arched  in  the  middle,  to 
give  more  room,  and  air,  and  is  carried  on  the  Iboulders  of  four  or  fix  men  •, 
the  expence  attending  it,  is  not  lefs  than  thirty  pounds  fterling  a  year.  .  This 
piece  of  Eaftern  luxury  therefore  has  been  forbidden  by  the  company  to  their 
ydungeft  fervants.  Some  years  before  our  arrival  in  the  country,  they 
found  fuch  fumptuary  laws  fo  abfolutely  neceffary,  that  they  gave  the  drift¬ 
ed  orders,  that  none  of  thefe  young  gentlemen  Should  be  allowed  even  to  hire 
a  Roundel-boy-,  whofe  bufmefs,  is,  to  walk  by  his  matter,  and  defend  him 
•with  his  Roundel  or  Umbrella  from  the  heat  of  the  fun.  A  young  fellow  of 
humour,  upon  this  laft  order  coming  over,  altered  the  form  of  his  Umbrella 
from  a  round  to  a  fquare,  called  it  a  Squaredel  inftead  of  a  Roundel ,  and  infilled  ' 
that  no  order  yet  in  force,  forbad  him  the  ufe  of  it.  Thefe  orders,  no  doubt, 
were  given  with  a  view  of  preferving  ceconomy  among  the  young  people  ; 
whofe  circumftances  were  fuppofed  not  able  to  fupport  fuch  expences-,  and 
whofe  extravagancies  in  this  and  .many  other  particulars  had  occafioned  their 
contrafting  fuch  debtswith  thenatives,  as  they  were  not  able  todifcharge.  So 
far  it  mutt  be  allowed,  that  the  company  afted  very  laudably ;  but  at  the  fame 
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time,  as  the  Fori,  Cuddalore,  and  feveral  other  Mack  towns,  in  which  the 
compahy’s  bufmefs  is  tranfafted,  ftand  at  a  great  diftance  from  each  other, 
and  it  is  almoft  impoflible  for  a  gentleman  juft  arrived  from  England,  to  walk 
from  one  to  the  other  of  thefe  places  in  the  hot  months,  without  getting  an 
inflammatory  fever;  were  it  only  from  motives  of  humanity,  it  is  to  be 
wiihed,  that  this  moft  rel’peiftable  body  of  merchants  would,  at  their  own 
expence,-  allow  all  their  fervants  not  only  the  ufe  of  Umbrellas,  but  alio 
of  Palanquins-,  fince  it  mult  always  be  judged  a  duty  incumbent  on  the 
conftituents  to  take -as  much  care  as  poffibleof  the  lives  of  their  dependants 
in  any  of  our  diftant  fettlements,  but  more  efpecially  in  this  unhealthy  part  of 
the  world. 

The  prefidency  of  all  our  fettlements  on  the  coaft  of  Coromandel,  was  feated 
at  Madrafs,  until  the  taking  of  that  place  by  the.  French  in  the  year  1746. 
From  that  time,  it  was  eftablilhed  at  Fort  St.  David,  and  continued  there 
till  about  the  year  iy$2,  when  it  was  removed  back  to  Madrafs-,  at  the 
fame  time,  however,  orders  were  iflued  by  the  Eajl  India  Company,  that  a 
fubordinate  council  Ihould  be  (till  held  at  Fort  St:  David,  under  a  deputy 
governor,  who  in  rank  was  to  be  the  next  fenior  fervant  to  the  governor  of 
Fort  St:  George.  The  fecond  of  this  council  was  ordered  to  be  of  the  rank  of 
a  councillor  at  the  prefidency  ;  the  remainder  of  the  affembly  was  to  be  made 
up  of  gentlemen,  whofe  Standing  in  the  fervice  was  that  of  fenior  or  junior 
merchants.  At  our  arrival  in  India,  Richard  Starke  Efq;  was  deputy  gover¬ 
nor;  Fhomas  Cooke  Efq;  was  fecond;  MelT.  Robert  Sloper,  Richard  Fairfield, 
and  Richard  Norris,  were  of  the  council  ;  and  Mr.  Call  afted  as  engineer  *. 


d. 

3  >  Sterling. 
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All  the  above  coins  differ  fbmewhat  in  their  value,  at  different  times. 

The  natives  on  this  coaft  are  black,  but  of  different  fhades.  Both  men 
and  women  have  long  fhining  black  hair,  which  has  not  the  lead:  tendency  to 
wool,  like  that  of  the  Guinea  negroes.  You  cannot  indeed  affront  them  more, 

*  In  June  1758  For!  St.  David  vim  taken  and  demolilhed  by  the  French;  tince  that  time  it 
has  never  been  rebuilt.  Mr.  Cedi  nrft  went  in tc,  India.  as  pupil  to  the  late  very  ingenious 
Mr.  Benjamin  Robins,  and  disagrees  honour  to  his  preceptor,  as  well  as  fervice  to  his  country, 
in  his  fiulful  defence  as  engineer  of  Fort  St.  George,  when  it  was  befieged  by  the  French  in  the 
years  1.758  and  1759,  under  the  command  of  Monf.  Laity.  .  ■ 

5  than 


The  coins  we  meet  with  at  Fort  St.  David,  are, 

l.  s. 

Pagodas,  a  gold  coin,  equal  to  —  08 

Rupees,  a  filver  coin,  equal  to  - —  02 
Fanams,  a  filver  coin,  equal  to  —  00 
Cajh,  a  copper  coin,  equal  to  —  00 

A  36  (hilling  piece  changes  for  18  Rupees. 
-An  Englijh.  crown  piece  -  for  26 Fanams. 
A  Spantjb  dollar  -  -  -  for  25  Fanams. 
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than  to  call  them  by  the  name  of  negroe,  as  they  conceive  it  implies  an  idea  1 754* 

of  flavery,  The  habit  of  the  common  men  is  only  a  piece  of  rag  round  their  ' - 'f~~ 

hips.  The  women  in  general  wear  a  fafh  of  different  colours,  about  four  yards 
long,  and  fomewhat  more  than  a  yard  wide.  They  turn  it  round  their  waift 
lengthways,  letting  the  breadth  hang  down,  which  forms  a  kind  of  petticoat; 
then  they  bring  the  remaining  part  over  their  left  fhoulder  acrofs  the  body, 
and  finifh  where  they  began  :  this  forms  a  tolerably  decent  drefs,  as  the  part 
that  comes  over  the  fhoulders,  quite  covers  the  breads.  The  children  never 
wear  any  cloatbs,  till  they  are  five  or  fix  years  of  age.  Their  method  of 
carrying  them,  is  not,  like  our’s,  in  the  arms,  but  acrofs  their  hips.  None 
of  them  know  the  ule  of  a  pair  of  flays,  and  very  few  of  them  are  any  way  de¬ 
formed.  The  men  in  general  are  tali  and  well-fhaped,  and  yet  very  timor¬ 
ous  and  pufillanimous.  They  are  ill  calculated  for  war,  and  except  when 
they  are  led  on  by  the  Englijh  or  other  Europeans,  feldotn  make  any  great 
figure  in  the  field.  Their  beft  troops  are  the  Rajpout  foldiers,  who  are- 
greatly  inured  to  watching,  falling,  and  hardfhips :  upon  a  march,  and  at  all 
other  times,  their  bed  is  no  more  than  the  fwath  that  goesround  their  middle, 
fpread  on  the  bare  ground ;  and  their  cartridge  box  ferves  them  for  a  pillow 
to  lay  their  heads  on ;  and  yet  with  all  their  military  difciplihe,  they  never 
make  any  ftand,  when  oppofed  to  the  regular  forces  brought  from  Europe. 

The  Genioo  or  Pagan  religion  principally  prevails  among  the  Indians,  of 
whom  they  reckon  up  a  great  number  of  what  they  call  cafts,  or  tribes, 
which  all  preferve  their  particular  cuftoms,  and  never  interfere  with 
each  other.  I  fhall  here  fet  down  a  lift  of  the  feveral  cafts,  into  which 
the  people  over  India  divide  themfelves,  with  a  brief  account  of  their  parti¬ 
cular  cuftoms. 

The  moll  honourable  of  the  cafts,  is  that  of  the  Brahmins.  Thefe  are  gene¬ 
rally  priefts,  and  by  their  office  have  great  influence  over  the  minds  of  the  peo¬ 
ple.  They  lead  very  abftemious  lives ;  and  as  they  admitth e  Metempfychofts,. 
and  believe  that  the  fouls  of  men  tranfmigrate  into  the  bodies  of  beafts,they  reli- 
gioufly  abftain  from  the  fidh  of  all  animals.  They  abhor  alfo  the  propitiatory 
lacrifice  of  brutes,  and  yetfome  of  them  admit  of  another  facrifke  infinitely 
more  cruel  and  inexcufable,  1  mean  offering  up  the  wife  to  the  manes  of  her 
deadhufband  *.  The  admiral  and  feveral  other  gentlemen  of  our  fquadron, 
were  prefent  at  one  of  thefe  facrifices,  and  were  all  greatly  affedted  at  the 
fight.;  Mr.  IPatfin  difcovering,  as  he  imagined,  fomefignsof  reludtance  in 
the  woman,  while  fhe  was  advancing  towards  the  funeral  pile;  ordered  his 
interpreter  to  go  and  afk  her,  whether  fhe  voluntarily  devoted  herfelf  to- 
the  flames  f  AfibriBgher,  that  if  fhe  was  compelled  to  do  it,  he,  would  inter- 
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5  754-  pofe,  and  fave  her.  He  defired,  that  flie  would  imrefervedly  fpeak  the  real 

— -v“ — h  ientiments  of  her  heart;  that  if"(he  cliofe  to  live,  (be  had  only  tofayfo;  that 
■  he  would  take  care  to  l'ecure  her  from  the  refcntment  of  the  Brahmins^  on  one 
hand,  and  from  the  reproaches  of  her  relations  on  the  other;  and  fettle  lb 
ample  a  provifion  upon  her,  that  for  the  future  fhc  Ihould  be  enabled  to  live 
quite  independent  of  her  family,  and  enjoy  every  comfort  of  life.  ■  The 
poor  woman  was  by  no  means  infenfible  of  Mr.  IVatfon’s,  kindnefs; 
ihe-  defired  the  interpreter  to  return  him  her  mod:  grateft  1  thanks ;  but 
withal  to  a  (Tore  him,  that  ihe  was  about  to  die,  both  voluntarily  and  chear- 
fully.  ’She  foon  afterwards  placed  herfelf  at  full  length  on  a  platform,  which 
had  been  erefted  for  the  purpofe-,  folded  her  arms  round  the  neck  and 
bread  of  the  corpfe,  with  die  greated  tranquility  and  compofure  continued 
the  embrace,. until  both  their  bodies  were,  covered  with  the  firewood  heaped 
upon  them :  then  their  neared  relation  put  fire  to  the  pile,  which  was  no 
fooner  lighted,  than  the  Brahmins,  feconded  by  the  multitude,  made  a  loud 
noife,  and  continued  it  as  long  as  they  fuppofed  any  life  could  remain  in  the 
vidim.  This  was  done,  probably,  to  prevent  the  woman’s  fhrieks  from 
being  heard.  The  admiral  and  the  company  left  the  place  with  an  exceeding 
d ejection  of  fpirics ;  while  the  natives,  (more  efpecrally  the  Brahmins)  rejoieed 
and  triumphed  in  this  diabolical  Fite  *.  The  Brahmins  in  many  points  retain, 
the  tenets  of  the. ancient  Bradmans,  who  lived  in  this  part  of  the.  world,  and 
of  whom  fo  many  incredible  particulars  are  related  by  the  Greek  and  Roman 
hiflorians.  Doctor  Hyde,  in- his  hiftory  of  the  religion  of  the  antient  Per/tans, 
obferves  f,  that  this  people  implicitly  believed  their  religion  was  the 
fame  as  Abraham's,  and  that  they  had  received  it  from  him,  and  by  way  of 
boafting,  they  called  it,  Retigio  Abrtthami.  He  alfo  gives  it  as  his  opinion, 
that  the  ancient  Brachmans  and  modern  Brahmins,  derived  their  names  from 
Abraham,  or  rather  Brahdm,  which  is  the  common  way  of  pronouncing  that 
word  amongft  the  Perftans, 

The  next  in  rank  are  the  Rajahs,  the  title  of  the  ancient  kings  or 
fovereigns  of  the  country  ;  fome  bf  thefe  Rajahs  by  (hutting  themfelves  up 
in  the  mountains,  dill  remain  independent  of  the  Mogul  government.  Dur¬ 
ing  the  former  reigns  of  the  Rajahs,  it  is  faid,  India  was  in  a  date  ofperfeft 
innocence. 


*  Mr.  Rdllin,  in  the  7th  volume  of  his  ancient  hiftory,  makes  the  following  reftefiions  On  a 
facrifice  of  this  kind  : 

“  The  aftion  of  this  woman,  was  undoubtedly  a  real  murder,  and  might  juftly  be  confi- 
dered  as  a  violation  of  the  mod  exprefs  law  of  nature,  which  prohibits  all  attempts  on  a  perfon’s 
own  life;  and  commands  us  not  to  difpofe  of  it  incompliance  with  the  diftites  of  caprice,  or 
forget  that  it  is  only  a  depofij,  which  ought  to  be  reilgned  to  none  but  that  being  from  whom 
we  received  in  Such  a  lacrif.ce  is  fo  far  from  deferring  to  be'enumerated  among  the  jnftances 
of  refpea  and  amity  due  to  a  hufband;  that  he  is  rather  treated  as  an  unrelenting  and  bloody 
idol,  by  the  immolation  of fuch  precious  vidtims.” 


•f  De  Religione  veterum  Perfarum,  cap. 


Morattas, 
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Mos  att as,  or  Mahar  attaj  ; — Thefe  are  a  powerful  people,  and  inhabit  1754. 
the  Malabar  as  well  as  the  Coromandel  coaft.  They  are  chiefly  horfemen,  and  V—-v— *■ 
may  be  juftly  termed  the  Swifs  of  India,  for  they  let  out  their  troops  to  hire, 
and  always  fight  in  fupport  of  that  party  which  pays  them  belt. 

Polygars  and  Motb.es  are  a  fet  of  people  who  live  in  the  woods,  and, 
we  are  told,  make  not  the  leaft  fcruple  to  plunder  every  one  that  comes 
in  their  way.  Thefe  are  all  independant  of  the  Mogul  government. 

Banians  are  a- very  rigid  caft.  Thefe  (like  the  Brahmins)  never  eat  of 
any  thing  that  has  had  life,  and  never  prefume  to  kill  even'  the  inoft  defpi- 
cable  animal.  They  have  their  hofpitals  for  monkies,  fnakes,  &c. — A  few  of 
them  alfo  retain  the  horrid  cuftom  of  burning  the  living  .wife  with  the  dead 
hufband.  They  are  merchants,  brokers,  farmers,  &c. — The  head  fervants  in 
Bengal  are  likewife  called  Bamdns. 

Niers  on  -  the  .Malabar  coaft,  are  of  the  grit  caft.  They  are  always 
gentlemen  ;  behave  with  great  haughtinefs  towards  their  poor*  countrymen, 
and  -diftinguilh  their  fuperior  rank  by  wearing  a  fword,  and  carrying  a  par¬ 
ticular  kind  of  (tick  in  their  hand,  different  from  thofe  tifed  by  the  common 
people.  On  the  Coromandel  coaft,  thefe  Niers  do  not  carry  themfelves  quite 
fo  high,  but  are- contented  to  adfc  in  rhexapacity  of  merchants,  nay  they  are 
fometimes  obliged  to  take  up  with  much  humbler  profeflions.  Some  of 
them  call  themfclves  chrijiimu,  and  fay  their  anceftors  were  made  fo  By  St. 
nomas.  They  add,  that  the  chriftian  religion  once  fiourifhed  among  them 
in  its  greateft  purity,  and. that  they  were  governed  by  a  Patriarch  ;  but  the 
Portugue/e  having  murdered  this  holy  man,  .chriftianity  fell  with  him ;  for 
they  could  not  but  prefer  even  idolatry  icfejf  to  a  religion  whole  profeflors 
-  could  commit  fo  atrocious  a  crime. 

Choweies  are  efteemed  learned  men,  and  in  general  are  merchants.  The 
common  people  fuppofe  that  they  have. the  power  ,of  life  and  death  in  their 
hands,  and  that  they  are  very  powerful  rn-errchantmcnts. 

Ckitties  are  a  particular  kind  of  merchants  at  Madrafs,  -and  are  -generally 
very  rich,  .but  rank  with  th e  left  -hand  cajt,  and  are  notpermitred  to  be  carried 
in  their  Palanquin  through  the  ftreet  of  the  right  hand  caft ,  althoughmany  of 
•the  latter  are  only  fervants. 

Parria-hs  are  the  loweft  caft  bn  the  Coromandel  coaft:  both  ’men  and 
women  perform  the  moft'fervile  offices,  and  eat  and  drink  of  whatever  they 
can  get,  without  fcruple. 

Frosts  on  the  Malabar  coaft  are  much  the  fame  as  Parfiahs  on  the  Coro¬ 
mandel,  but  perhaps  in  forrre  refpefts  they  are  ftlll  more  defpicable.  They 
will  feed  heartily  on  any  animal  though  it  dies  of  itfelf. 


Harries 
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Harries  are  the  fame  at  Bengal,  as  Frofis  are  at  Bombay.  Their  women 
do  all  the  drudgery  at  your  houfes,  and  the  men  carry  your  Palanquin, 

NrADDE  and  Pullie  are  two  low  calls  on  the  Malabar  coaft,  .and  who  are 
held  in  fuch  contempt,  that  the  other  natives  will  not  fufFer  them  to  come 
near  them.  When  they  have  occafion  to  purchafe  any  thing,  they  are 
obliged  to  call  aloud  at  a  diftance,  and  fet  down  their  balket  with  the  money 
in  it;  then  the  feller' advances,  and  puts  in  what  they  want,  and  after  he  is. 
gone  from  the  fpot,  the  buyer  comes,  and  carries  it  away.  Their  common! 
employment  is  looking  after  cattle :  they  are  never  permitted  to  fleep.  on  the 
earth,  but  in  trees.*  If  only.the  breath  of  one  of  them  were  accidentally  to 
come  acrofs  a  Nier,  the  latter  would  not  fail  .inltantly  to  put  him  to  death. 
To  avoid  this,  when  they  fee  a  Nier  coming  towards  them,  they  take  care  to 
get  out  of  his  way.  They  are  never  differed  to  come  near  the  towns,  but  on. 
one  particular- day  in  the  year,  when  they  ar?  fore  to  get  together  in  crowds, 
and  if  they  can  be  fo  fortunate  as  to-  throw  dirt  on  any  woman  that  paffes  by, 
fee  Immediately  becomes  their  Have,  let  her  be  of  whatever  caff  *. 

SHackelays,  are  (hoemakers,  and  held  in  the  fame  defpicable  light  on  the 
Coromandel  coaft,  as  the  Niaddeznd  PulhoKt  -on  xht  Malabar. 

-Thefe  are  the  cafis,  by  which  the  natives,  are  diftinguilhed  ail  over  India-  •, 
but  thefe  are  alfo  branched  out  into-fo  great  a  number  of  diftin&ions,  that  they 
can  hardly  be  enumerated;  tho’  they  all  pay  particukr  refpeci,  and  obferve 
different  forms  of  ceremony  to- calls  of  foperior  rank  to  themfelves.  In. 
general,  it  is  remarked,  that  whatever  be  the  trade  of  the  father,  the  fame  is 
that  of  thefon:  fo  that  the  families  of  boatmen,  ’  fifhermen,  £sV.  are  boat¬ 
men  and  fefhermen  to  all  generations.  Some  cafts  expofe  their  old,  and  their 
fick  in  the  ftreets,  after  they  have  been  given  over  by  the  Brahmins ;,  others 
carry  them  down  to  low  water  mark,  and  fill  their  nofe,  mouth,  and  ears  with, 
rrfud,  and  there  leave  them-;  where  they  are  fore- to  be  foon-  devoured  -f-  by 
vultures,  kites,  crows,  jackalls,.  dogs,  lie.  which  abound  in  great  numbers.. 
Another  caft  never  eafe  themfelves  while  the  fun-  is  the  above  horizon  •,  and  by 
way  of  prevention,  keep  a.  plug  of  dried  mud  in  their  fundament.  The  people- 
era  the  Coromandel' coaft,  and  efpecially  at  Fort  St,  David,  believe  that  there 
are  a-fet  of  philofophers  in  the  mountains,  who  have  the  lecret  of  preferving; 
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life-,  -and  of  tranfporting  their  fouls  into  other  bodies  at  pleafure,  and -with  1754. 

the  fame  facility  making  them  to  return  again.  They  give  out  likewife,  ' - - — 

that  thofe  learned  men  have  difcovered  the  fecret  of  making  gold;  but 
this,  fay  they,  they  never  put  in  praftice  but  for  their  own  immediate 
neceflities. 

On  the  9th  of  April,  annually,  at  Bengal*  the  natives  undergo  a  very  un¬ 
common  kind  of  penance:  fomc,  for  fins  paft;  fome,  for  what  they  aiiy 
commit;  and  others  in  confequence  of  a  promifemade  by  their  parents,  that 
if  they  fhould  be  bleffed  with  a  child,  that  child,  when  he  came  of  a  proper 
age,  fhould  be  bound  to  perform  it. — This  .ceremony  is  as  follows :  In  a 
large  plain  about  a  mile  from  Calcutta,  there  are  erected  about  thirty 
Bamboos,  at  leaft  twenty  feet  high ;  on  the  top  of  thefe  they  contrive  to 
fix  a  fwivel,  and  another  bamboo  of  thirty  feet  or  more  erodes  it,  at  both 
ends  of  which  hangs  a  rope.  One  end  of  this  rope,  the  people  pull 
down,  and  the  devotee  placing  himfelf  under  it,  the  Brahmin  pinches  up  a 
large  piece  of  fkin  under  both  the  fhoulder  blades,  (fometimes  in  the  breads) 
and  thrufts  a  ftrong  iron- hook  through  each  :■  thefe  hooks  have  lines  of  Indian 
grafs  hanging  to  them,  which  the  prieft  makes  faft  to  the  rope  at  the  end  of 
the  crofs  bamboo,  and  at  the  fame  time  puts  a  fafh  round. the  devotee's,  body, 
laying  it  loolely  in  the  hollow  of  the  hooks,  left  by  the  fkin’s  giving 
way,  he  ftiould  fall  to  the  ground.  When  this  is  done,  the  people  haul 
down  the  other  end  of  the  bamboo,  by  which  means  the  devotee  is  immedi¬ 
ately  lifted  up  thirty  feet  or  more  from  the  ground,  apd  they  run  round  as. 
faft  as  their  legs  will  carry  them.  This  throws  the  devotee  out  to  the  full 
length  of  the  rope,  whereas  he  fwings,  he  plays  a  thoufand  antic  tricks, 
being  painted  and  dreffed  in  a  very  particular  manner,  on  purpofe  to  make 
him  appear. the  more  ridiculous.  Some  of  them  continue  fwinging  half  -an. 
hour,  others  lefs.  They  have  alfo  their  time  of  preparation  for  this  cere¬ 
mony,  which.is  four  days.  On  the  firft,  they  abftain  from  every  kind  of 
food;  on  the  fecond,  they  eat  fruit;  on  the  third,  they  faft ;  and  on  the 
fourth,  they  eat  fruit  again.  During  the  whole  time  of  the  preparation, 
they  walk  about  the  ftreets  in  their  fantaftical  drefles,  dancing  to  the  founds  of 
drums,  and  horns ;  and  fome  of  them,  to  exprefs  the  greater  ardor  of  devo¬ 
tion,  run  a  rod  of  iron  quite  through  their  tongues,  and  oftentimes  through 
their  cheeks  alfo.'  Thele  are  a  low  caft,  and  ha vz  Brahmins  peculiar  to 
therofelves.  The  higher  carts  Teem  to  defpife  fo  ridiculous  a  farce. — A  friend 
at  Madrafs,  in  a  letter  dated  Oflobei-  1771,  gives  me  the  following  intelli¬ 
gence,  which  fhews  what  improvements  devotees  are  capable  of  making  in 
the  art  of  torturing  themlelves  to  delude  and  impofe  on  others.  “  A  man 
of  one  -of  the  Gentoo  carts,  hath,  for  feven  months  paft,  fwung  about  two 
or  three  hours  every  morning  over  a  fire.  Two  ropes  are  fattened  to  a 
tree,  one  of  his  ancles  hangs  in  a  noole  made  in  the  end  of  one  of  the 

of  thefe  exhibition,  and  fm  fee*  ten  or  twelve  perfons  Twing- 


-a™  roptfs,  and;  the  knee'  of  the  other  leg  is  fixed'  in  a  noofe  of  the  other 
sJt^  rope :  thus  fufpended,  with,  his  head  downwards  about  a  foot  from,  and.  im- 
dficely  over'  the  fine,  which  is'  about  eighteen  inches  m^rcumfe.ence ,  and 
made  of  fmall'  dry  wood,  he  fwings  backward  and  forward*  with  leemingly 
great  eafe,  and  keeps  up  the  fire  hitnfelt,  having  the  wood  placed  within  his 
feach,  and  to  make  it  burn  more  briikly,  he  adds  iome  Ghee  (buffaloes  butter) 
which  he  lik.ewife"'hath  by  hirri.  Iris.faid,  he  doth  th«’'  n9the‘ 
fenaiic'e,  nor  from  religious  motives,  but  to  fulfil  a  reiolution  he  made  to 
fwine  in  this  manner,  until  he  had  collefted  as  much-  money  from  the  fp«> 
rators  as- would  make  an  entertainment  for  iooooperibns :  fome  lay,  that 
will  get  into  a  higher  caft  by  ir.  '  However,  he  is  at  prefent  gone  into  the 
country  for  his  health,  and  hath  not  yet  acquired  fufficient  for  fuch  a  treat. 
1  am  amatsed  to  think,  how  he  could  fwing  fo  long,  without  diflocating  ms- 
ancle,  or -injuring- his  brain.  The  fight  of  him  in  this  fixation  was  Crocking, 
arid;,  gave  me  a-  fevere  head-ach.” 


On  the  firft  of  their  November,  (whichis  about  the  middle  of  our  Otfoler)  all 
the  Gentecmjh  in  Bengal  hang  out  a  light  on  a  tali  bamboo  near  their  relpeftive 
hbufes,  and  this  they-  continue  to  do  for  feveral  fuccefhve  nights,  in  order. 
(,as  they  fay)  to  light  their  deceafed  parents,  who  are  fuppofed  to  vifn  them- 
at  this  time.  On  the  eleventh  night  in  particular,  you  will  be  fure  to  fee  not 
only-  every  houfe,  but  the  doors  and  windows,  and  even  the  highways  and. 
floats  on  the  river  ftuck  full  of  lights,  and  every  man,  woman,  and  child, 
with  one  in  their  hands.  This  is  the  laft  and.  concluding  night,  when  they 
gxpeft  to  be  vifited  by  all  their  deceafed  friends  for  the  entertainment  of 
whom,  they  make  a  great  Chezvons  or  feaft,  and  place  meat  and  fruit  in  every 
corner  of  the  houfe.  The  inhabitants  of  Bombay  have  alfo  a  ceremony  of 
heaving  the  cocoa  nut  (as  they  term  it)  which  they  intend  as  an  offering  or 
facrifice  to  the  fea,  on  the  profpeft  of  the  Monfo on’s  breaking  up  :  At  this- 
time,  men,  women,  and  children  go  to.  the  water- fide  all  finely  dreffed,  and 
the  principal-  man  is  efcorted  by  a  guard  of  European  foldiers,  and  throws  a-, 
gilt  cocoa  nut  into  the  fea:  all  the  reft  of  the  company  throw  in  fomething. 
that  is  eatable;  and  prefently  after  they  begin  to  fit  out  their  fhips  and  vefiels- 
for  fea  fervice. 


The  Moors  likewife,  or  thofe  natives  who-  sire  ' Mahometans. ,  are,  not 
without  their  feafts  and  proceffions  ;  and  are  extremely  fond  of  them,, 
as -  well  as  the  Gentoos-,  particularly,  of  their  Hajfan  Hajfany  in  memory  of 
the  two  fons  of  Jli  by  Fatima  ( Mahomet's  daughter)  being  killed  in- one 
day-  fighting  for  the  faith.  They  carry  about  a  model  of  the  tombs  of 
their  anceftors,  made  of  light  bamboo  and  paper  finely  ornamented,  for  three 
days  and  nights  ;  and  are  attended  by  people  ridiculoufly  dreffed,  fhouting 
and  dancing  to  their- country  mufic.  On  the  laft  day  .  of  the  feftival,  they 
tarry  thefe  models  into  the  fields  with  a  kind-  of  funeral  proceffion,  and', 
'-there,  by  breaking  them  in  pieces,  put  an  end. to  the  ceremony. 


A  trial: 
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A  trial  of  veraci  ty  frequently  ufed  among  the  G'entoos  isthe  eating  dry  rice  ; 
if  the  perfon  be  innocent;  then,  fay  they,,  he  will  eafily  fwallow  it,  but  if  guilty, 
there  will  not  be  faliva  enough  indie  mouth  to  carry  it  down  the  throat. 
They  have  many  other  trials,  and  even,  by  fire-,,  fuch  as  putting,  their  hands 
into  hot  quickfilver,  (Ac.  Ac.  • 

In  what  manner  the  man  and  his  wife  among  the  higher  calls  live  together, 
I  cannotfay  from  nxy  own  perfonal  knowledge,  but  have  heard,  upon  terms 
very  different  from  thofe  praftifed  hy  us:  in  England ;  for  the  wife,  we  were 
informed,  never  prefumes  to  fit  down  and  dine  with  her  lord,  but  (lands 
behind  him,  and  with  great  complacency  waits  till  he  has  done.  That  this 
is  the  practice  with  thofe  of  the  lower  eafts,  frequent  occafions  among  my 
own,  and  other  gentlemens  fervants,  prefented,  to  convince  us.  Notwithftand- 
ing  the  Indians  are  naturally  lazy  and  inaftive,  (for  they  deep  very  much) ;. 
■yet  every  one  endeavours  after  a  livelihood  ;  Co  that  you  feldomfeea  common 
beggar  amongft  them.  Although  there  are  many  fchools  for  the  education: 
of  children,  yet  they  ftldotn  learn  more  than  their  own  mother  tongue.  It  is 
indeed  furprizing,  confidering  the  great  number  of  Englijh  that  are  fettled 
amongft  them,  and  with  whom  they  have  continual  dealings,  that  they  fhould 
not  be  able  in  common  to  fpealc  our  language  fo  well  as  the  people  near  tire 
fea-ports  of  Madagascar,  where  a  ihip  puts  in  by  chance  once  in  a  year,  and 
flays  perhaps  only  ten  days. . 

Though  it  is  cuftomary  in  this  country  to  fee  the  children  rollingin  the  fand 
and  duft  before  the  door,  yet  their  parents  are  very  tender  of  them  y  and  they 
in  return'are  as  careful  of  their  parents  in  their  old  age.'  1  he  people  in  gene¬ 
ral  are  very  friendly  and  willing  to  affift  each  other  in  difficulties ;  yet  fome- 
times  words  run  fo  high  between  them,  that  they  will  fly  atone  another  like 
two  fighting  cocks,  but  always  take  care  not  to  proceed  to  blows  with 
clenched  fills.  I  obferved  more  than  once  amidft  thefe  violent  altercations, 
that  they  little  more  than  angrily  patt  each  others  hands  with  their  palms.  They 
are  everlafting  talkers,  and  have  lb  much  grimace  in  telling  a  ftory,  that  you 
■  would  almoft  fwear  they  had  lived  their  whole  lives  in  France. — Whenever 
they  meet  upon  the  road,  they  never  fail  to  chat  about  the  news  of  the- 
country  ;  and  as  they  are  very  fond  of  pomp  and  fhew,  their  topic  of  dif- 
courfe  is  commonly  of  the  laft  Grandee  that  arrived  on  the  coaft — how  and  in 
what  fplendor  he  lives — how  rich  his  furniture — and  how  many  attendants, 
he  keeps.  During  the  whole  time  of  fuch  confabulation,  they  never  forget 
to  offer  each  other  their  Beetel  and  Chunam\  the  former  of  which  is  a  leaf, 
with  a  nut  of  the  Areca  tree,  the  latter  a  kind  of  litne  -,  both  of  which  they  as 
commonly  chew  and  make  a  compliment  of,  as  the  Europans  do  their 
tobacco  and  fnuff. 

There  are  two  cuftoms  very  prevalent  among  thefe  people,  which  to  an 
European  appear  very  difguftful.  The  firft  is  their  chewing  fo  great  a  quan¬ 
tity  of  Beetel,  which  turns  exceffively  red  in  their  mouths,  and  occafions 
,  them. 
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them  to  be  continually  ffpitting  •,  yet  this  cuftom,  tho’  To  exceedingly  filthy, 
>  prevails  'from  the  higheft  to  the  loweft.  The  other  is  not  lefs  oftenfive ; 
the  length  of  their  nails,  and  the  blacknefs  of  their  teeth,  both  which  they 
are  very  careful  of  preferring.  They  reckon  one  a  mark  of  beauty,  the  other 
of  a  good  family.  White  teeth  are  held  in  fuch  difefteem  with  them,  that 
they  make  ufe  of  an  artificial  enamel  on  purpofe  to  blacken  them;  they  fay, 
“•  white  teeth  are  only  fit  for  dogs  and  monkeys.”  And  a  frightful  length  of 
nails,  in  their  opinion,  proves  them  to  be  well  defcended,  as  it  manifeftly  (hews 
that  they  have  not  been  accuftomed  to  do  fervile  offices. 


I  fhall  clofe  the  account  of  the  feveral  Indian  cafts ,  with  an  incident, 
of  which  I  was  an  eye-witnefs  during  ,my  ftay  at  Fort  St.  David.  One 
day,  in  company  with  Mr.  Doidge,  the  admiral’s  fecretary,  I  was  obliged 
to  go  from  the, fort  to  rhe  town  of  Cudialore  on  fome  bufinefs,  relative 
to  the  hofpital.  In  paffing  the  ferry,  we  mixed  with  a  confiderable  num¬ 
ber  of  Indians ,  but  of  what  cafi  or  tribe  we  did  not  learn.  One  of  the  men 
who  was  with  us  in  the  boat,  chanced  to  have  in  his  hand  a  mufical  inftru- 
ment  of  the  Country,,  which  differed  very  little  from  a  common  flute.  Mr. 
Doidge  held  out  his  "hand  to  the  Indian  in  a  manner  which  expreflfed  his  defire 
of  playing  upon  it,  and  he  with  the  greateft  eafe  and  politenels  delivered  the 
inftrumenttomy  companion  ;  who  after  looking  at  it  a  little  while,  put  it  to 
his  lips,  and  blew  upon  it,  and  then  returned  it  to  the  owner ;  who,  with 
great  gravity  and  unconcern  immediately  threw  it  into  the  river.  We  were 
both  amazed  at  this  ftrange  conduct  of  th t  Indian,  till  we  got  to  Cuddalcre ; 
where  we  learned  from  one  of  our  countrymen,  that  he  was  one  of  thofe  cafts, 
which  looked  upon  the  flute  as  contaminated  by  Mr.  Doidge,  and  therefore, 
by  the  laws  and  cuftoms  of  his  tribe,  he  could  ufe  it  no  more. 


CHAP. 
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27S s  Kent  and  Salifbury  leave  Fort  St.  David,  and  arrive  at  Bombay, — 
Defcription  of  that  place,  ■> and  its  inhabitants. — Account  of  the  Perfee* 
refiding  there,  and  their  religious  tenets. — A  particular  cuftom  of  the  Indians 
(^Bombay,  at  the  death  of  a  relation. — Account  of  the  religious perfons,  called 
Joogees.— Extraordinary  circumfiance  of  fifb  being  found  in  every  pond  at 
Bombay  during  the  rainy  feaf on.— Curious  account  of  the  quantity  of  water 
that  fell  in  the  rainy  feafon. — Several  curiofities  at  Bombay. — Value  of  monies. 
— Lift  of  Indian  drugs. — Defcription  of  the  Elepbanta. 


OCtob~er  the  nth,  the  day  that  the  fufpenflon  of  arms  between  the  1754. 

Ejiglijh  sends  French  companies  and  their  allies  took  place,  we  left  Fort  ' — — 
St.  David  in  company  with  the  Salifbury,  Capt.  Knowler ,  and  on  the  13  th 
of  November  anchored  in  Bombay  road, 

Bombay  is  a  fmall  illand,  but  for  its  fize,  perhaps  the  tnoft  flourifhing  of  any 
this  day  in  the  univerfe.  Though  the  foil  is  fo  barren  as  not  to  produce  any 
one  thing  worth  mentioning,  yet  the  convenience  of  its  fkuation  will  always 
more  than  make  up  for  that  defedt.  It  may  be  juftly  (tiled  “the  grand 
ftore-houfe  of  all  the  Arabian  and  Perftan  commerce.’*  When  this  ifland  was 
firft  furrendered  to  us  by  the  Partuguefe,  we  hardly  thought  it' worth  notice ; 
but,  in  a  very  few;  years  afterwards,  we  experimentally  found  the  value  of 
it,  and  it  is  now  become  our  chief  fettlement  on  the  Malabar  coaft. 

The  natives  are  fhorter  and  Itronger  made  than  thofe  on  the  Coromandel 
coaft;  only  four  Cooleys  carry  a  Palanquin  here,  whereas  fix  are  generally  ufed  at 
Madrafs  and  Fort  St.  David.  The  inhabitants  of  this  place  are  numerous,  and 
are  made,  up  of  almoft  every  nation  in  Afia ;  among  many  others,  we  met 
with  feveral  Pbrsees  ;  who,  like  their  forefathers  the  ancient  Perjians,  are 
followers  of  Zoroajler,  who  is  faid  to  have  modelled  and  reduced  into  order 
the  religion  of  the  ancient  Magi ;  the  fundamental  maxim  of  which  was,  the 
worlhipping  only  one  God  under  the  fymbol  of  light.  They  adore  the  fun, 
and  particularly  the  fifing  fun,  with  the  profoundeft  reverence  and  vene¬ 
ration  ;  and  by  a  natural  confequence  of  the  worlhip  they  pay  the  fun,  they 
likewife  pay  a  particular  veneration  to  fire. 

1  met  with  a  Very  remarkable  inftance  of  this  while  I  was  at  Bombay  one 
day  palling  through  the  ftreet,  I  heard  a  very  uncommon  noife,  and  feeing 
at  the  fame  time  a  large  fire  in  one  of  the  houfes,  euriofity  led  me  a  little 
ciofer  to  it ;  in  the  middle  of  thehoufewas  feta:  large  brafspan  with  a  fire  in 
it:  before  this  fire,  or  rather  on  each  fide  of  it,  two  men  were  kneeling  at 
-  ?  the* 
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ttieir  devotions,  which  they  hurried  over  with  great  rapidity  *.  I  looked  on 
for  a  confiderable  time  with  great  attention,  and  afterwards  learned  from  a 
fervant  of  the  admiral’s  who  was  of  this  cafi,  that  one  of  them  was  a 
prieft,  then  on  a  vifit  to  another  prieft  in  a  fit  of  ficknefs.  This  fervant  like- 
wife  told  me,  that  the Vf.Perfees  tave  fuel)  arveneration  for  fire,  that  they 
never  pm  it  out,  or  fo  much  as  breathe  upon  it  •,  and  I  took  particular  notice, 
that  while  thefe  .priefts’  were  :at  prayers  over  the  pan  of  coals,  they  had 
a  t  kind  of  little  white  bib  over  their  mouth,  as  I  imagined,  to  prevenc 
their -§  breathing  on  .their  favourite  element.  .The  prayers  appeared  to  me. 
Ho  be  only  a  repetition  of  the.lame  jet. of  words,  from  the  fimilarity  of  their 
■hounds.  The  v-ifiting  prieft  ufed  many  gellures  with  his  hands  over  the  fire, 
and.afterwards  ftroked  down  the  faee  of  the  fick  prieft,  which  I  looked  upon 
as.  the  final  benediction,  for  prefently  afterward  the  ceremony  ended.  This 
inftance,  ftrongly  corroborates  Prideaux' s  obfervation  ’concerning  their  uiage 
at  public  worlhip.  “  The  priefts  themfelves  never  approach  this'fire  in  their 
temples  but  with  a  cloth  over  their  mouths,  that  they  might  not  breathe 
.thereon:  and, this  they  did  not  only  when  they  tendyd  the'fire  to  lay  on 
mare  wood,  lor  do  any  other  fervice  nboijt  it,  but  alfo  when  they  ap¬ 
proached,  to  read  the.  daily  offices  of  their' liturgy  before  it.  So  that  they 
mumbled  over  their  prayers,  rather  than  {poke  them,  in -the  fame  manner  as 
th tPomijb  priefts  do  their  mafies,  without  letting  the  people  prefent  articu- 
latdy  hear  one  ^ordmf  what  they  faidilill”  , 

Thefe  poor  mifgjuided  people  proftrate  themfelves  before  .the  fun  under 
the  fame  notion  that -the  Gentaos  reverence  .an  ox  or  a  cow:  from  the  excel¬ 
lent  qualities  they  obferve  in  thefe  created  beings,  and  their  great  ufeful- 
nefs,  each  is  induced  to  fuppofe  that  the  godhead  does  mod  certainly  dwell  in 
tbem,and  under  this  miftaken  notion  they  blindly  pay  that  homage  to  the  crea¬ 
ture,  which  is  only  due  to  the.creator.  As  the  Gentoosbwra  their  dead,  one 
would  think  that  the  Perfees,  who  are  fo  fond  of  worfhipping  their  deity  under 
the  reprefentationof  fire,  ffiould  be  delirousof  having  their  .dead  .bodiesmom- 
mitted  to  that  element,  wherein  they  fuppofe  their.creator  principally,  to  refide. 
But  contrary  to  this,  and  to  the  cuftom  of  all  other  nations  in  the  world,  they 
neither  burn  nor  bury  their  dead,  but  call,  them  out.in.the,Qpen  air,  .to  be 
expofed  to  the  feveral  .  elements,  where  they  ate  Coon  .devoured  by  eagles, 
vultures,  and  other  birds-of  prey  (j.  Tbeprinciple  they  go  upon  is,  that. a  living 
man  being:  compounded  of-all-thexlements,  it  is  but  reafonable,  ..after  .he  is 

*  Sonora  voce  per  femi-horam  memoriter  recitant  trediofam  aliqnam  jirecandi  formulam  : 
■litas  earn  verborom  formulam  tantillo  tempore  recuare.  Hyde,  ai  Reiigice  veterum  Perfamm, 

+  Perfm  in  Pyreis  alunt  perpetuum  Ignem  lignis  mundis  &  decorticatis.  Hyde. 

t  X>omift«.modo:Sacerdo(es’Eairiebam,  eorom  facies  obvelatse  erant,  ebarta  albasper  tranf- 
verfum  vultum  atriqne  auri  affixa,  qua  dno.aut  tres.incias  infra  meacutn  dependebat.  Hyde. 

§  Grande  Piaculum  &  morte  pleftendum,  excuflb  ex  ore  halitu  ignem  inflare.  Straeo  jub 

[|tl  Prid.  ConntBicn,  book  iv.  ’ 

jj  In  capta  ehim  aliqua  vcl  Iociilo  cofid'efe,  V’el  etiam  terra  cbtufnnlare,  neqtiquam  fas  eft. 
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dead,  that  every  particular  element  (hould  receive  its  own  again*.  On  the  top  1754. 
of Malalar-hill,  in  this  illand  of Bombay,  are  two  round  buildings,  on  purpofe  1 — -1 
for  receiving  the  dead  bodies  of  the  Perfies,  which  are  placed  and  remain 
there  till  the  bones  are  clean  picked  by  the  birds  f .  A  guard  conftantly 
Hands  within  a  fmall  diftance  of  the  place,  who  is  very  much  difpleafed  if 
you  offer  to  approach  the  buildings;  and  for  this  reafon,  left  by  your  going 
too  near,  you  difturb  the  vultures  in  their  preying  upon  the  dead  bodies  J. 

One  afternoon  however,  I  refolved  to  l'atisfy  my  curiofity  fo  far  as  to  peep 
into  one  of  thefe  edifices.  I  perceived  feveral  dead  bodies ;  but  there  was  little 
flefh  left  upon  the  bones;  and  that  little  was  fo  parched  up  by  the  exceflive 
heat  of  the  fun,  that  it  did  not  emit  thofe  flunking  effluvia  which  there  was 
reafon  to  expect.  It  was  owing  probably  to  the  fame  caufe,  that  the  bones 
were  rendered  quite  black. — Upon  the  whole,  this  is  a  moft  odious  and  abomi¬ 
nable  cuftom,  and  the  reafon  they  give  for  following  it,  is  truly  ridiculous. 

The  natural  produce  of  the  illand  of  Bombay ,  is  chiefly  the  cocoa-nut  tree : 
from  which  they  extradt  a  liquor  called  Toddy,  which  is  foft  and  mild  when 
drank  imiaaBpptyi  bin  if  it  ftandslong,  it  gathers  ftrength,  and  he  who 
veotures^pcSke  a  good  draught  thereof  ftaie,  prefuming  to  find  it  pleafant  and 
innocent 'as  when  frcfh,  will  be  miferably  deceived  ■,  efpecially  if  his  head  be 
weak  :  and  from  hence,  probably,  arofe  the  term  Toddy-headed.  .The  fruit 
or  nut  of  the  cocoa-tree  lias  many  excellent  ufes.  The  kernel  is  rich,  fweet, 
and  milky  like  a  filbert ;  the  fheU  15  not  unproiitably  made  ufe  of  for  cups 
and  ladles  ;  but  above  all,  the  rind  is  worked  up  into  a  kind  of  cloth,  which 
ferves  the  poorer  fort  of  people  for  garments.  It  is  alfo  fpun  as  hemp,  and 
makes  Very  durable  cables. — Of  the  body  of  the  tree  and  the  leaves,  the  poor 
people  build  their  houfos.  !  For  each  tree  a  tax  of  twenty  {hillings  a  year  is 
paid  to  the  company,  which  is  appropriated  towards  maintaining  the  gar- 
rifori,  and  lhips  of  war.  .  ■  .  ■„  ;  . 

Bombay  is  the  moft  convenient  place  among  all  our  fettlemcnts  in  the 
Eafi  Indies,  for  careening  or  heaving  down  large  ihips;  and  for  fmall  ones 
they  have  a  very  good  dock.  At  the  time  we  were  there,  they  were  making  .  "  - 
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great  improvements  in  it,  which  when  finifhed,  wilt  not  fail  to  make  it  ftill 
more  commodious.  They  have  alfo  a- very  good  rope-yard.  Indeed,  this  is- 
the  only  place,  inthatdiftant  part  of  the  world,  for  fhattered  mips  to  rent  at 
having  always  a  good  quantity  of  naval  ftores,  and  its  very  name  conveying; 
an  idea  of  a  fafe  retreat  'in 'foul  weather. 

On  this  ifland  are  many  little  forts  and'  batteries,  as  Dungaree,  Majfcgon,. 
Mabee,  Meniham's  Point ,  and  Sion-hill.  Some  guns  are  mounted  on  each  of 
them  v  but  the  principal  fort  which  defends  the  place,  has  above  an  hundred..  . 
This  building  is  a  regular  fquare,  and  the  materials  thereof  are  very  good:.. 
The  church  alfo  is  not  lefs  fubftantial  than  the  fort ;  it  is  a  very  handfome, 
large  edifice,  and  in  comparifon  of  thofe  which  are  to  be  niet  with  in  the¬ 
ater  fettlements,  it  looks  like  one  of  our  cathedrals.  It  was  built  by  a- 
voluntary  fubfcription  among  the  gentlemen  of  this  faftory,  and  the  Eev. 
Mr.  ’’Coble,  (father  to.  my  late  worthy  friend  Mr.  Richard  Coble,  Admiral. 
fVatfon’s  chaplain)  was  the  chief  promoter  of  this  truly  pious  work:  he  at 
that  time  relided  at  Bombay  as  chaplain  to  the  faftory. .  The  whole  time  we 
fpent  here,,  palled  very  agreeably  ;■  for  as  the  ifland  lies  in  190  north,  the-' 
heats  muft  of  conrfe  be  more  tolerable  than  they  are  at  Fort  St.  David,  which* 
is  in  the  latitude  of  1  r  48' north. 

The  admiral’s  family  refided  at  the  Tani-lioufe  (fo  called  from  a  large  tank  or 
pond  near  to  it)  and  here,,  as  well  as  ac  all  their  other  fettlements,  the  company  ■ 
allowed  the  admiral  and  his  principal  attendants  Palanquins,  over  and '  above  ■ 
the  five  Pagodas  a  day,  which- were  given  him  to  defray  part  of  the  expences, 
of  his  table.  As  the  IndianDotka  are  of  little  value,  and- yet  very  fcarce,  oxen 
are  here  frequently  made  ufe  of  in  their  ftead  ;  and  the  admiral  had  a  chaife 
and  pair  of  thefe  oxen  allowed  him  alfo  by  the  company.  They  are  com¬ 
monly  white,  have  a  large  pair  of  perpendicular  horns,  and  black  nofes. 
The  admiral  oftentimes  went  in  this  chaife  for  an  afternoon’s  airing  to  Malabar - 
hill ,  and  to  the  end  of  Old  Woman's  ifland,  to  Marmulla,  and  many  other  places.. 
In  England,  if  thefe  creatures  are  forced  out  of  their  ufual  flow  pace,  it  is  too- 
well  known  that  they  will  faint  or  lie  down  under  their  burthen ;  but  at.  Bonir 
Fay  they  trot  and  gallop  as  naturally  as  horfes,  and  are  equally  ferviceable 
in  every  other  refpeft,  except  that  by  their  being  fubjeft  to  a’  loofe  habit  of 
body,  they  fometimes  incommode  by  the-  filth  thrown  upon  you  by  the  - 
continual  motion  of  their  taik..  Whenever  we  got  to  the  end  of  our  ride,, 
the  driver  always  alighted,  and  put  the  near  bullock  in  the  other’s  place;, 
then  he  would  put  his  hand  into  both,  their  mouths,  and  after  pulling  out-, 
the  froth,  mount  his  box  again,  and  drive  back.  It  feems  this  precaution  - 
is  abfolutely  necefiary,  for  as  they -  travel  at  the  rate  of  feven  or  eight  miles.. 
an  hour,  they  would  otherwife  be  in  danger  of  fuftocation. 

Whilft  we  were  at  Bombay,  I  took  particular  notice,,  that  at  the  death  of 
a  friend,  the  Indians  collefted  together  and  fuug,  either  in  the  houfe  of  the 
deceafed,  or  under  the  window;  agreeable  to  that  pafiage  in  St.  Matthew's 
T  gofpel. 
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gofpel,  -when  Jefus  came  into  the  rulers  houfe,  and  fats  the  minfirels  and  the  1754. 
-people  making  a  noife ,  He  /aid  unto  them,  give  place,  Sees  There  it  was  that  I  v-*> 
alio  firft  faw  the  ceremony  of  their  burning  the  dead.  As  the  place  was 
very  populous,  there  were  feldom  lefs  than  three  or  four  burned  every  night 
near  the  water’s  edge,  under  Malabar-bill. 

During  my  hay  at  this  place,  1  hired  by  the.  month,  achaifedrawn  by  a  pair 
•of  bullocks.  In  the  feveral  excurfions  I  made  in  this  carriage,  I  had  frequently 
paffed  by  one  of  thofe  religious  perfons,  or  anchorets,  who  in  India  arc  called 
Joogtes-,  and  who,  in  coniequence  of  a  vow  made  by  their  parents,  and  dur¬ 
ing  their  mother’s  pregnancy  with  them,  are  devoted  to  the  iervice  of  heaven. 

One  evening,  I  and  a  companion  had  an  inclination  to  pay  afhort  vifitto  this 
Joogee  ;  who  always  fat  in  one  pofture  on  the  ground  in  a  fhady  cocoa-nut 
plantation,  with  his  body  covered  over  with  afhes,  and  his  long  black  hair 
clotted,  and  in  the  greateft  diforder.  As  we  approached  him,  we  made  our 
falutation,  which  he  refpe.ftfully  returned ;  and  then,  with  the  afiiftance  of 
.  -our  Indian  driver,  who  could  fpeak  Englijh ,  we  began  a  converfation  with 
him,  that  principally  turned  on  the  wonderful  efficacy  of  his  prayers,  and 
whicli  he.pretended  had  given  health  to  the Tick,  ftrength  to  the  lame,  fight 
to  the  blind,  and  fecundity  to  women  .who  for  their  whole  lives  had  been 
.  deemed  barren.  When  we  were  about  to  take  our  leave  of  him,  I  offered  . 
him  aprefentof  two  rupees,  which  he  bade  me  to  throw  orf  the  ground,  and 
then  dlrefted  his  fervant,  who  was  ftanding  by,  to  take  them  up;  which  he 
did  with  a  pair  of  iron-pincers,  throwing  the  rupees  at  the  fame  time  into  a 
pot  Of  vinegar.  After  they  had  lain  there  a  little  while,  the  fame  fervant 
took  them  out,  wiped  them  carefully,  and  at  lafl:  delivered'them  to  his  mafter ; 
who  foon  afterwards,  by  way  of  return,  prefented  us  with  a  few  cakes  of  his 
.  infipid  paltry.  I  then  requefted  of  him,  that  in  his  next  prayers  he  would 
'  petition  for  an  increafe  of  my  happinefs  •,  to  which,  with  great  complacency 
in  his  countenance,  he  replied :  “  I  hardly  know  what  to  afk  for  you  :  I  have 
.  “  feen  you  often,  and  you  have  always  appeared  to  me  to  enjoy  perfeft 
“  health;  you  ride  in  your  chaife  at  your  eafep  are  often  accompanied  with 
“  a  very  pretty  lady;  you  are  ever  well  cloathed,  and  are  likewife  *  fat  ■,  fo  ' 

“  that  you  feem  to  me  to  be  in  pofleffion  of  every  thing  that  can  be  any  way 
“  necefiary  to  happinefs.  I  believe  therefore,  when  I  pray  for  you,  it  mult 
“  be  in  this  ftrain ;  that  God  would  give  you  grace  to  deferve,  and  to  be  thank- 
“  fulfor  thofe  many  kleffmgs  which  he  has  already  beftowed. upon  you."  I  told 
him  that  I  was  thoroughly  fatisfied  with  the  mode  of  his  intended  Applica¬ 
tion  for  me;  and  with  a  mutual  exchange  of  fmiles  and  complimencs,  we 
parted..-  - 


*  The  rich  Indians  we  were  told  take  great  pains  to  make  themfelves  fat. 
not  only  live  molt  luxnrioully,  bot  in  the  day  time  deep  in  a  twinging 
fervant  gently  to  move  it,  whole  bufmefs  is  alfo  at  Hated  times  to  awake 
to  give  him  an  opportunity  of  fwallowing  half  a  pint  or  m'ore  of  liquid  bu 
fufliciently  account?  for  the  Jeogst’s  emphatically  mentioning  corpulency  1 
favours  of  heaven. 
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1754  Our  hofpi'tal  at  Bombay  was  without  the  town-wall ;  and  in  order  to  make 
attendance  on  it  the  more  convenient,  Mr.  Delaguarde  *  (a  faftor  in  the 
company’s  fervice)  was  fo  obliging  as  to  give  me  the  ufe  of  a  very  commodious 
honfe,  which  lay  near  the  hofpital,  and  belonged  to  him  as  fuperintendant  of 
the  powder- works.  Here  I  took  up  my  refidence,  wi  th  other  gentlemen  who 
affifted  me  in  the  execution  of  my  duty.  At  a  little  diftance  from  the  front 
ef  this  houfc  is  a  capacious  bafon  of  water,  which  for  the  greater  part  of  the 
year. is  perfectly  dry,  but,  during  the  continuance  of  the  rainy  feafon,  and  for 
fome  time  after,  ferves  as  a  pond  for  watering  cattle,  and  fwarins  with  a  fpecies 
of  fifh  about  fix  inches  long,  and  not  unlike  our  mullet.  The  natives  catch 
them  in  great  plenty  foon  after  the  rain  fets  in,  and  more  than  once  I  had  them 
ferved  up  at  roy  own  table  f.  This  would  be  looked  upon  as  a  very  extra¬ 
ordinary  circumftance  in  any  other  place;  but  as  thefe  fifh  are  found  in  almofl 
every  pool  and  puddle  at  Bombay,  it  ceafes  to  be  a  matter  of  wonder  among- 
the  inhabitants  of  that  Hand.  Various  have  been  the  fpeculations  of  curious 
and  inquifitive  men  to  account  for  this  phenomenon.  Some  have  fuppofed, 
that,  the  exhaling  power  of  the  fun  is  fo  firong  in  the  fultry  feafons,  as  to  be 
able  to  raii'ethe  fpawn  of  the  fifh  into  the  atmofphere,  and  there  fufpend  and 
nourifh  it,  till  the  rains  come  on,  when  it  drops  down  again  in  the  ftate  of 
living  and  perfectly-formed  fifh.  Others,  perhaps  with  .a  greater  degree  of 
probability  on  their  fide,  imagine,  that  after  the  ponds  become  dry,  the 
fpawn  may  poflibly  fall  into  deep  Mures  made  in  the  earth  below  the  appa>- 
rent  bottom,  where  there  may  remain  through  the  whole  fultry  feafon,  a  fuffi- 
eient  quantity  of  moifhire  to  prevent  the  animalcule  from  corrupting;  and' 
when  the  rain-waters  come  on  and  fill  the  pond  again,  the  fifh  is  produced  and 
made  to  appear  in  fuch  abundance.  This,  among  other  hypothefes  which  t 
have  heard  offered  on  this  curious  fubjeft,  feems  beft  to  account  for  it;  but 
whether  even  this  folurion-  be  adequate  to  the  effects  produced,  I  fhall  not 
prefume  to  determine. 

And  now.  Having  mentioned’  the  rainy  feafon,  I  muft  here  beg  leave  to- 
infert  a  very  curious  and  exaft  account  of  it,  as  it  was  drawn  up  and  given  to 
me_  by  my  late  valuable  and  fkilful  friend,  Mr.  Thomas ,  then  furgeon  of  his- 
majefty’s  fhip  the  Salijbury.  This  gentleman,  who  was  a  man  of  great 
curiofity,  and  unwearied  diligence,  happened  to  refide  at  Bombay  during  the- 
whole  time  of  the  rainy  feafon  in  the  year  1756,  and  contrived  a  method 
for  afceitaining  the  quantity  of  water  wh'rch  fell  there  in.  that  interval.  His- 
way.  of  doing  it  was  as  follows. 

“  I  procured  a  lead-cylinder,  of  about  nine  inches  diameter,  and  as 
many  deep,  marked  with  inches  and  tenths:  on  the  infide and  to  prevent 


*  This  gentleman  is  fince  dead'., 

t  Mr.  Themes  obferyes,  that  it  is  on  the  mtU  day  after  the  rains  let  in,  that  the  natives, 
begin. to  catch  filh. 
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the  water  from  fplalhing  over,  I  cut  a  hole  two  inches  from  the  bottom,  *754. 
and  placed  the  cylinder  in  a  glazed  earthen  veflel.  Then  I  tied  a  wax  cloth  * 
fecurely  round  it,  fo  as  to  cover  the  veflel,  and  to  prevent  any  water  from  get¬ 
ting  in,  fave  that  which  pafied  through  the  cylinder.  When  more  than 
two  inches  fell,  I  ftopt  the  hole  in  the  IWe  with  wax,  and  poured  the  water 
from  the  veflel  into  the  cylinder  to  meafure  it.  I  always  kept  it  in  an  open 
place,  free  from  the  running  of  any  houfe,  &c.  and  meafured  it  at  fix  in  the 
morning,  at  noon,  and  at  fix  in  the  evening. 


About  the  beginning  of  May,  the  fky  looked  cloudy  over"] 
the  land ;  and  on  the  25th  of  that  month,  we  had  a  fquall  of  j 
wind,  with  fome  rain ;  when  there  fell  -  - . 

On  the  31ft  we  had  the  like  weather,  with  much  thunder  and; 
lightning,  and  rain  in  the  evening  1  when  there  fell  — ! 

Total  - 
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Depth  of  Water.  j 

Account  of  the  Weather. 

Nii’ht. 

Fomtwp. 

Afternoon. 
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O  O 

0  2 

0  0 

0  2 

Fine  weather  and  flight  fhowers. 

2 

0  0 

0  0 

0  0 

0  0 

3 

0  3' 

O  O 

0  0 

0  3 

0  0 

a  0 

0  0 

O  O 

-  5 

0  0 

0  0 

0  *0 

0  0 

6 

0  0 

0  0 

0  0 

0  0 

7 

0  0 

0  0 

0  0 

0  0 

Thunder  and  lightning  at  a  diftance,  and  now  it  be- 

8 

0  I 

0  0 

0  0 

0  I 

gins  to  look  black  over  the  land  in  the  evenings. 
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0  4 

0  0 

0  0 

0  4 

Slight  (bowers  in  the  night  and  afternoon. 

10 

0  5 

0  0 

0  0 

0  5 

Ditto. 
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0  7 

0  0 

0  2 

0  9 

Hard  (howers. 

L2 

0  0 

O  D 

0  2 

13 

0  3 

0  2 

O  O 

0  5 

Slight  (bowers  in  the  evening  and  night. 
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0  0 

0  0 

O  O 

0  0 

15 

0  0 

0  0 
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0  <D 
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O  3 

0  0 

0  I 

0  4 

17 

18 
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0  2 

0  5 

Blows  hard,  flight  rain  all  night  and  day. 

0  . 5 

0  G 

0  i  ! 

0  6 

Blows  lei's. 

20 

I  4  G 

0  2- 

3  2 

Blows  hard,  rain  night  and  day. 

0  1 

0  3 

0  4 

Blows  lefs,  (howers,  no  more  thunder  in  theevenings. 

22 

0  5 

0  0 

0  1  1 

©  6 

Ditto  -  -  -  -  rain  all  night  and  day. 

13 

0  2 

O  * 

0  0 

0  3 

0  3 

0  0 

0  0 

0  3 
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0  1 

0  2 

Slight  (howers. 

36 

0  1 

0  0 

0  1 

0  2 

27 

0  5 

0  0 

0  0 
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29 

0  0 

0  0 

0  0 

Frequent  but  vety  flight  (howers. 

30 
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Inchcv  Tenths. 

2d.  The  latter  part  of  the  night  it  rained  hard,  and  there  fell  -  2  o- 

The  three  following  days  were  cloudy,  with  fome  very  (light 

fhowers :  when  there  fell  only  —  —  —  o  1 

7th.  Yery  fine  weather,  with  land  and  fee  breezes. 

9th.  We  had  what  they  call  here  an  Elepharrta,  which  is  an' 
exceffive  hard  gale,  with  very  fevere  thunder,  lightning- 

and,  rain,  but  it  was  of  fhort  continuance.  In  about  four- 

hours,  there  fell  .  —  -  ■ - —  2  o< 

15th.  In  the  morning  fome  thunder  and  lightning  with  rain  —  o  3. 

167  Cloudy,  and  fome- flight  fhowers.  In  thefe  two- days  there- 

1.7  jt  fell  only  .  —  — -j-  -  — ■  —  o  .1 


Total  —  4  5 

2zd.  Nbw  all  is  fine  and  clear,  without  a  cloud  to  be  ieen,  with  regular  land 
and  fea  breezes,;  and  fo  will, continue  in  general  till  the  next  Monfoon- 
time  arrives. 


There,  fell  of  rain  water  in  May 
June, 
July. 


September 

03oi,er. 


44  7 

2  9  9 

19  o 
11  2 

4  '5 


Total  .  1 1  o  3”’ 


_  The  few  curioffties  in  - the  ifland'  of  Bombay,  which  are  worth  mention- 
5ig,  are,  a  large.Yrr^wt  kept  . at  the.  governors  houfe,  the  age  of  which,  ac¬ 
cording  to  the  accounts  given  by  the  oldeff  of  the  natives,  is  upwards  of  two, 
hundred  years.  Frogs,  which. abound  every  where  throughout  the  Eaft  India. 
territories,  are  remarkably  large  upon  this  ifland;  I  faw  one  that  mea- 
fured  twenty-two  inches  from  the.  extremities  of  the  fbre  and  hind  feet  when 
extended ;  and  I' have  great  reafon  to  fuppofe,  had  the  experiment  been  made, 

that  this  creature  wduld  have  weighed,  four  or  five  pounds. _ On  the  feat- 

ftore  round-  this  ifland;  a  great  variety,  of  beautiful  ffiells  are  alfo  to  be- 
found;  particularly  the  fort  which  is  fo  curious,  and  was  held  in  fuch  efteem, 
by  our  ladies  fome  years  ago,  called  Ventletfapi  or  Wtndktraps,  I  have  been 

credibly. 
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credibly  informed,  that  when  the  late  Commodore Lijle’s  executors  fold  his  17S4-' 

colledtion  of  (hells  by  auftion,  one  of  our  modern  curio/i  gave  feveral  pounds  ' - « - 1 

sterling  for  a  fhell  of  this  fpecies. 

As  no  country  in  the  world  abounds  more  with  fnakes  than  the  Eafi  Indies, 

I  (hall  here  fubjoin  a  defcription  or  their  feveral  fpecies,  fo  far  as  they 
came  within  my  view,  or  Mr.  Thomas’s,  oblervation.- — The  Covra  Capella, 

■which  has  teeth  exaftly  refembling  thofe  of  the  rattle-fnake  mentioned  by  Dr. 

Mead.  I  have  feen  them  from  four  to  eight  or  nine  feet  long;  they  kill  whom- 
foever  they  bite  in  1 5  minutes.  There  are  many  of  them  to  be  met  with  at  Cud- 
dalore.—'Vhz  Covra  Manilla,  is  a  fmall  bluilh  fnake  of  the  lize  of  a  man’s  little 
finger,  and  about  a  foot  long,  often  feen  about  old  walls :  A  fpecies  of  thefe  at 
Bombay  kill  with  their  bite  much  fooner  than  even  the  Covra  Caplla  above 
mentioned. — The  Palmira  is  a  very  thin  beautiful  fnake,  of  different  colours; 
its  head  is  like  that  of  the  common  viper,  but  much  thicker  than  the  body. 

I  law  one  that  was  four  feet  long,  and  not  much  larger  than  a  fwan’s  quill. — 

The  Green  fnake  is  of  a  very  bright  green  colour,  with  a  lharp  head;  towards 
the  tail  it  is  fmaller  than  in  the  middle;  The  largeft  part  of  it  is  no  bigger 
than  a  common  tobacco-pipe. — The  Sand  fnake  is  fmall  and  fhort,  but  not 
lefs  deadly  than  the  others.—' The  Qovra  de  Aarelliah  not  unlike  an  earth¬ 
worm;  it  is  about  fix  inches  long,  and  no  bigger  than  a  fmall  crow-quill. — 

This  kills  by  getting  into  the  ear,  and  caufing  madrtefs,  &V. — -Th e.  Manilla 
Bombo  is  a  beautiful  fnake  of  almoft  the  fame  fize  throughout  its  whole 
length,  except  at  the  two  ends,-  where  it  comes  to  a  point.  It  is  white  under 
■the  belly,  but  is  -finely  variegated  on  the  back.  It  lives  in  the  fand,  and 
(they  fay)  flings  with  the  tail,-  which  caufes  contraftions  of  the  joints. 

-During  my  ftay  at  Bombay  two  fleets  of  country  veffels  came  into  the  bay; 

One  of  them  belonged  to  the  Hanna  or  prince  of  the  Maharattas,  the  other  to 
Manages  Angria,  the  brother  of  Angria  the  pirate.  Thefe  veffels  were  not 
unlike  the  Tartans  of  the  Mediterranean,  only  a  great  deal  lower;  they 
carried  two  guns  in  their  bow,  and  vaft  numbers  of  men.  Their  mufic  was 
a  plain  brais  tube,  Shaped  like  a  trumpet  at  both  ends,  and -about  ten  feet  in 
length;  and  a  kind  of  drum  called  a  Tomtom^  beingafkin  ftretched  out  on  a 
large  (hallow  brafs-pan,  on  which  they  (truck  with  two  large  fticks,  and 
made  an  amazing  noife.  Each  fleet  confided  of  about  30  fail;  but  among 
Manages  Angria’ s  there  were  two  ketches,  which  they  called  Grabs.  Our 
Enft  India  company  had  here  one  (hip  of  40  guns ;  one  of  20 ;  one  Grab  of. 

;t8  guns, 'and  feveral,  other  veffels;  more  alio  were  building.  -  : 

The  merchants  keep,  their  accounts  here  in  rupees,  pice,  and  nominal  rays. 

One  hundred  rays  make  a  quarter  ot  a.  rupee. 

A  36  (hilling  piece  exchanges  for  16  4  rupees.  . 

A  guinea  ..  —  —  —  for  9  rupees.  . 

An  EngUJh  crown  .  —  —  for  2.  rupees  and  6  double  pue. 

A  Spantjh  dollar  —  —  for  2  ditto  and  3  ditto. 

Eighty  pice  make  a  rupee. 
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In  a  vific  Me.  1‘homas  and  I  made  to  a  black  P'ortuguefe  pliyfician  fettled 
here,  called  Diego,  he  (hewed  us  his  medicines  and  drugs,  of  which  he  had 
a  pretty  large  flock,  and  Tome  of  them  were  valuable.  Amongft  many  others, 
we  obl'erved  great  quantities  of  the  tin&ure  and  effence  of  Cantharides,  which 
Diego  told  us,  the  falacious,  and  not  unfrequently  the  impotent  Moors,  made 
ufe  of  to  excite  venery,  and  that  they  always  paid  handfomely.for  fuch  pro¬ 
vocatives.  He  gave  us  the  following  lift  of  Indian  drugs,  their  prices,  and 
t,he  feveral  places  they  are  brought  from. 


NAMES  or  DRUGS.  j 
*  Bezoar  — -  — 

h’ol.  Sente  —  —  — r 

Gum  Arabic  — <  -r- 

Mvrrh  —  —  — ! 

Olibanum.  «-  —  — 

Gambog.  —  -  -r| 

Affafi^rida  :  . -n  t—I 

■  Rad.  Salop.  —  — 

Rad.  Zinzib.  —  .  — 

Piper  long.  —  — 

Gqloquintid.  —  — 

01.  C'mnamqm.  —  v— 

Gum  Banzoin.  — -  — 

Core  de  Pala,  or  Congery  Bark 
Sem.  Cardamom.  — ■  — - v 

Oh  Caryophyl.  —  — J 

„  Rad.  Rhubarb.  —  — 

Ditto  —  —  — 

Ditto  • — •  —  — 

Opium  ■  _  _ 

SalNitri  „  —  — . 

FoL  Rofar.  Rub.  — ■  — ! 


PLACES  FROM. 


Mocha 
'Arabia  — 
Arabia 

Arabia  .  — 

Arabia  — 
Succotra  — - 
Perfia  — 
Perfia 

all  over  India  n 
Calicut ,  [ 

Goa,  —  J 
Cochin 

Bengal  — 
W dlichery  — 
Calicut ,  and 
\Tellichcry  — 
iff  fort,  Bengal 
pd.  fort,  ditto, 
gd.  fort,  ditto. 
-Bengal  — 
Bengal  —• 

I  Perfia  '  — 


PRICES. 

1 2  rupees  per  ounce. 

4  ditto  per  maund,  g 6  lb. 
ig  ditto  per  ioq  lb. 

24  ditto  per  maund. 

12  ditto  per  maund. 

50  ditto  ^r  caudy,  500  lb. 

15  ditto  per,  maund. 
too  to  80  ditto  per  ditto. 

35  ditto  per  ditto. 

[Thefe  are  cheap. 

2  rupees  per  ounce. 

50  dhto  per  maund. 
very  cheap. 

rupee  per  ounce. 

80  d °.per  112  lb.  flat  &  clean. 
50  ditto,  large  lumps  &  clean. 
40  ditto,  foul. 

80  rupees. 


8  rupees  per  maund. 


N.  B.  The  price  of  thefe  drugs  differs  at  different  tim 

Don  Diego's  method  of  chufing  Bezoar ,  was  to  rub  it  on  wood-afhes  held 
in  the  hand  if  good,  it-  left  a  faint  green  colour  behind.  And  his  method 

*  My  late  ingenious  friend  Mr.  George  1-imas  above  mentioned,  made  me  a  prefent  of  part 
of  a  ftone,  three  of  which  were  found  in  the  gall-bladder  of  an  ox,  and  greatly  refembled 
Beainr.  They  were  of  the  fize  of  a  hazel-nut,  made  up  of  feveral  .ftrata  or  feales,  and  each 
Hratutn,  like  the  layers  of  an  onion,  eafily  divided  from  the  whole  piece,  leaving  a  fmooth 
firrface  behind.  They  were  very  tender,  and  had  fomewhat  of  a  muik  imell,  The  fame- 
friend  alfo  obferved  to  me  that  Pjattt,  in  his  hiftory  of  drugs,  takes  notice  of  this  kind  of  con- 
ereted  matter,-  he  calls  it  Ox  Bezoar,  and  fays,  though  it  is  fometimes  ufed  in  medicine,  yet  its 
more  general  ufe  is,  like.  Gtpbop,  for.  painters  in  miniature.  The  Ox  Bezoar  is  alfo  greatly 
^lued  by  xBtlndum,,  who  give  it  in  fevers,,  and  will,  exchange  five  tiajea  the  weight  in  filvei* 
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of  trying  the  oil  of  cinnamon,  was  by  touching  the  nofe  fiightl'y  with  a  drop 
of  it  on  the  top  of  the  finger ;  he  told  us  it  was  almoft  elcharotic,  and  of 
an  amber  colour,  if  good. 

Before  we  take  leave  of  this  place,  there  remains  a  piece  of  antiquity  to  be 
mentioned,  called  the  Elephanta ;  which  is  an  Indian  temple,  cut  out  of  a 
large  rock,  in  an  ifland  of  the  fame  name,  near  Bombay.  The  fame  ingeni¬ 
ous  gentleman,  Mr.  'Thomas ,  in  the  papers  he  left  behind  him,  has  furnilhed 
me  with  the  following  defcription  of  it,  “  Its  dimenfions  may  be  beft  known 
from  the  plan  annexed,  which,  was  drawn  on  the  fpot.  The  walls  are 
covered  with  figures  about  12  feet  high,  except  thofe  of  the  baths,  in  the- 
front  of  which,  next  to  the  voranda  or  open  gallery,  they  are  only  4  feet  in. 
height,  and  on  the  back  about  fix.  The  grand  altar  is  filled  with  a  mutilated 
figure  of  the  god  Orixa,  the  head  and  neck  ,  of  which  are  much  decayed 
through  time;  and  all  the  otjjpp-paneipol parts  oFJtbe  t^npie^are  erowded 
with  images  of  the  fame  god  i|  different  attitudes.  The  other  figtires  which, 
we  faw  here,  I  fuppofe  are  reprefentations  of  famous  men.  On  each  fide  of 
the  grand  altar-  is  a  dark  rooter.  -Perceiving  the  floor  of  thefe  to  fee  hollow, 
we  had  the  curiofity  to  dig  into  one  of  them,  and  found  a  large  cavity,  fg 
very  deep,  that  we  did  not  go.  any  farther.  The  roof  of  the  tempjgjs  .about 
1 8  feet  high,  fupported  by  pilfers,'  the  number  of  wSich.  is  given  in 'the  plan. 
They  have  all  a  fquare  pedeftal,  circular  ft  aft,  and  fluted  cornilh,  which  is 
alfo.  circular.  Near  each  of  the  verandas,  there  is  a  fquare  room  w^h  a  pilfer 
in  the'middle,  and  another  fimilar  room  in  the  body  of  the  temple.  The 
pedeftals  of  thefe  pilfers  are  fquare,  and  about  a  foot  high ;  the  {hafts  arp 
round,  and  about  a  foot  and.a  half  long.  Ip  the  goons’  ngxt  thejbaths,  the- 
pillar  is  furrounded  with  water;  as  exprefled  in  the  pfen  by  dots.  Thefe  three 
rooms  appear  to  have  been  formerly  private  chapels!” 


CHAP- 
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Whe  fmiadron  leaves  Bombay  and  arrives  at  Madrafs .—Defcription  of  Madrafs 
■or  Fort  St.  George.  —  the  buildings  and  Indian  inhabitants.  —  A  lift  of  the 
'  fever al  forts  of  fervants  employed  in  India,  their  names,  wages,  religion,  and 
'employments.— Account  of  the  nature  and  genius  of  their  mechanics.— The phy- 
.  fical  "practice  of  their  ■ blachdobiors . — Manner  of  inoculating  for  the  /mail - 
pox. 


A  DMIRAL  Watfonhsd  long  been  defirous  of  getting  round  again  with 
his  fquadron  to  the  Coromandel  coaft ;  but  the  heaving  down  and  refit¬ 
ting  the  fltips,  had  taken  up  fo  much  time,  that  feveral  days  in  December  had 
lapfed,  before  this  neceflary  work  could  be  accompliftied.  On  the  1 5th  however, 
we  took  our  leave  of  governor  Bourchier  and  the  gentlemen  of  the  council ; 
and  on  the  1 6th  we  weighed  anchor,  and  flood  for  die  offing.  A  frefh  gale 
fortunately  Iprang  up,  which  foon  ran  us  .down  the  Malabar  coaft,  and  to 
the  fouthernmoft  point  of  the  ifland  of  Ceylon.  On  the  1 3  th  of  January  1755, 
we  arrived,  in  Fort  St.  David's  road,  (having  made  an  unufual'  quick 
paffage  for  this  feafon  of  the  year),  and  on  the  .1 8th  in  that  of  Madrafs ; 
where,  to  our  great  fatisfaflion,  we  found  riding  at  anchor  his  majefty’s  fhip 
the  Cumberland,  Commodore  Pocock ;  and  in  eight  days  afterwards  we  were 
joined  by  the  Tyger,  Captain  Thomas  Latham,  who  had  failed  from  England 
with  Mr.  Pocock.  Here  -we  learned,  that  during  Admiral  Watfon's  ftay  at  Bom¬ 
bay,  a  conditional  treaty  had  been  adjufted  between  Monf.  Gedeheu  and 
Mr.  Saunders,  which  was  to  continue  in  force  until  it  fbould  be  either  rati-, 
fed  or  rejected  by  their  refpedtive  companies ;  fo  that  there  was  no  profpedt 
of  hoftilities  recommencing  here,  at  Jeaft.  for  eighteen -months  ;  and  in  this 
long  interval,  the  French  had  a  fine  opportunity  of  acquiring  riches  fufficient 
to  carry  on  another  war:  for  by  this  conditional  treaty,  they  were  to  con¬ 
tinue  in  pofleffion  of  thofe  many  important  countries,  as  well  in  the 
Carnatic  as  .the  Deccan,  which  by  their  intrigues  they  had  fecured  to  them- 
felves,  and  whofe  revenues  brought  them  in  almoft  a  million  fterltng;  whilffc 
■our  pofiefficms  did  not  annually  bring  more  than  the  fame  number  of- -rupees. 
Indeed,  this  was  by  all  deemed  to  have  been  a  rnafterly  llroke  of  French 
politics :  on  the  contrary,  the  advantages  refulting  from  this  treaty  to  the 
Mnglijh  Eaft  India  company,  were  beyond  every  ones  comprehenfion;  for  it 
was  by  every  body  known,  that  at  this  time,  exclufive  of  our  naval  force,  our 
■troops  on  the  coaft  exceeded  thofe  of  the  French  in  number  one  thoufand. 

The 
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The  town  of  Madrafs,  or  Fort  St.  George,  in  the  road  of  which  we  came  1 
So  an  anchor  on  the  1 8  th  of  January  1755,  is  the  chief  fettlement  belonging 
so  our  Eaft  India  company  on  the  Coromandel  coaft ;  and  {lands  between  the 
thirteenth  and  fourteenth  degrees  of  north  latitude.  It  is  fituated  in  a  fandy 
barren  foil,  and  the  climate,  is  fo  intenfely  hot,  that  were  it  not  for  the  fea- 
breezes,  which  agreeably  cool  the  air,  it  would  be  altogether  uninhabitable: 
But  notwithftanding  this  inconvenience,  the  place  is  exceedingly  populous. 
Many  of  our  countrymen  refiding  there,  to  maintain  their  .dignity  among 
the  natives,  live  in  all  the  magnificence  of  the  eafh  The  governor  of 
Fort  St.  George  is  inverted  with  great  authority,  little  lefs  than  that  of 
fovereign  power.  He  is  not  only  prefident  of  this-place,  but  of  all  our  other 
ftttlements  on  the  Coromandel  coaft.  He,,  and  the  council  under  him,  have 
the  command  of  the  army,  the  regulation  of  the  police,  and  the  appointment 
to  all  places  of  trull  and  profit.  In  a  Word,  Madrafs  is  of  fuch  importance- 
to  the  company  both  for  its.  internal  wealth,  and  the  extenfive  commerce, 
which  is  there -carried  on,  that  they,  have  taken  abundant  pains,  and  have 
been  at  an  immenfe  expence,  to  make  the  fortifications  as  ftrong  as  poffible, 
The  fort  (which,  is  the  principal  defence  of  the  place)  is  a  regular  fquare, 
with  a  glacis,  and  covered  way;  and  the  whole  town  is  furrounded  with.- 
walls  well  mounted  with  artillery. 

The  buildings  at  Madrafs ,  or  the  town-  of  Fort  St.  George  where  the 
Englifh  only  refide,  are  handfome,  and  built  in.  the  modern  European  fhile :  - 
but  the  houfes  of  the  Black-T own  are  very  low  and  flat-roofed ;  feme  of  them 
are  tiled,  and  others  thatched,  but  neither  the  one  nor  the  other  have  any 
chimney.  The  natives  commonly  drefs  their  vi&uals  without  doors ;  and 
ihould  they  make  a  fire  within,  which  feldom.  happens,  the  fmolte.is  obliged, 
to  make  its  way  through,  the  eaves  of  the  houfe,  which  has  Icarcely  ever  any 
upper  rooms.  This  is  the  ftate  of  the  houfes  of  the  merchants  and  mechanics; . 
who  refide  within  the  town ;  and  as  to  thole  of  the  pooreft  fort,  who  live  in 
the  fuburbs,  and  in  the  country,  they  are  nothing  but  huts  covered  with  Cajan. 
leaves,  and  are  fo  exceedingly  low,  that  their  miferable  inhabitants  cannot  ftandi 
upright  in  them,  and  whenever  they  enter,  are  obliged  to  creep  in  on  their 
hands  and  feet :  but  though  the  houfe  and  garden  belonging  to  thefe  country 
people,  feldom  take  up  more  than  half  a  quarter  of  an  acre  of  ground,  you. 
fcarcely  meet  with  lefs  than  ten  or  twelve  perfons  in  a  family,  befides  an  hog 
and  a  buffalo ;  fo  very  numerous  are  the  inhabitants  of.  this  country. . 

.'The  Indians,^  general  are  very  temperate  in  eating  and'drinking ;•  they 
feldom  ufe  ftrong  liquors,,  unlefs  prefcribed  by  way  of  phyfic.  Their  food" 
is  chiefly  boiled  rice,  with  now  and  then. a-  little  fifh,  and  mutton -or  fowl', 
dr  died  in  zCurrey,  as  they  call  it,  which  is  very  warm  :to  thepalate,  This, 
X-havereafon  to  think,  they.alfo  feaft-on-with  great-moderation:  The  Gentca- 
carts  never  eat  beef ;  they  pay  adoration  to  the  image  of  the-cow,  and  have 
.a  proverb  among  them,  d  that  they  would  as  foon  tafte  of  the  flelh  oft  their- 
parents,  as  of  that  animal.”  One  ftrong  evidence  of  the  temp.erance.of  thefe 
7  peopfej. 


x  75  5*  people,  is  their  hands,  which,  if  touched  by  chance,  you  will  be  fure  to  fin  a 
— » — very  cold,  even  in  the  middle  of  the  hotted;  day ;  while  the  hands  of  -the 
Europeans  are  burning  with  an  exceffive- heat,  partly  the  effe£t  perhaps  of  our 
intemperate  way  of  living.  Let  me  add  too,  that  the  Indians  are  a  very- 
quiet,  inoffenfive  people;  and  atfome  diftance  from  the  fea-fhore,  we  were 
told,  that  we  (hould  alfo  find  them  honed;  and  fincefe.  On  the  coaft,  they 
■will  make  ufe  of  a  thoufand  tricks,  and  ftratagems,  to  over-reitch  a  ftranger. 
But  for  this  we  may  thank  ourielves,  who  fil'd  fullied  their  purity,  and 
debauched  their  manners.  They  probably  had  never  known  the  crime  of 
cheating,  had  they  not  fird  learned  it  from  the  tricking  European.  Among 
the  lower  cafis  the  poor  women  do  all  the  drudgery  ;  they  get  all  the  fodder 
for  the  gentlemen’s  horfes  in  the  fort,  and  are  obliged  to  bring  it  fome 
miles;  .  They  likewife  grind  all  the  rice  ufed  in.  their  own  houfes ;  fetch 
wood  and  cow-dung  to  burn ;  and  as  the  water  near  the  fort  is  brackifh, 
they  are  daily  neceflitated  to  go  a  mile  or  two  to  a  good-  well,  and  to 
bring  a  large  pitcher  of  this  element  Upon  their  heads  for  the  ufe  of  the 
gentlemen  of  the  factory.  I  have  more  than  once  feen  a  line  of  40  or  50  of 
them-  in  a  morning,  engaged  in  this  laborious  employment.  Their  drefs  is 
much  the  fame  as  that  worn  by  the  Women  at  Fort  St.  David ;  arid  that  of  the 
higher  cafis,  at  both  places,'  differs  nothing  from  the  lower,  except,  that  the 
wrapper  which-goes  round  the  loins  of 'the  former  is  made  of  finer  duff,  and 
that  they  commonly  cover  their  breads  with  a  filk  handkerchief.  It  is  very 
feldom  that  any  of  the  women,  unlefs  thofe  of  the  lowed  rank,  can  be  feen, 
being  forbidden  by  their  cad  to  da-nd  any  where  to  be  gazed  upon  by 
drangers.”  In  our  morning  walks,  indeed,-  we  forrjetifnes  faW  thetn  ftanding 
without  their  houfes  for  the  benefit  of  the  frefti  air;  but  upon  the  find'  fight 
of  us,  they  never  failed  to  run  in,  arid  drut  arid  bolt  their  doors.  We 
could  not  but  remark  too,  that  whenever  we  had  occafiofi  to'  go  into  a  (hop, 
.  our  guide  always  gave  us  A  hint  to  ftand  a  little  while  at  the  dtfor,  While  he 
ftepped  in ;  and  he  made  no  fcrbple  to  confefs,  that  his  motive  for  doing',  it, 
was  to  clear  the  houfe  of  the  women  before  vii  entered; 

Much  has  been  faid  in  regard  to  fervants  in  this  ■dflunti'f :  /ferric  fpCa-k 
highly  in  their  favour,  while  others  equally  depreciate'  them.  The  fervtee 
of -any  one  of  them  is  exceedingly  cheap,  but  the  number  which  you  ate 
obliged  to  keep,  makes  it  Sear  in  the  end.  Perhaps  it  may  feetft  furpri'zmg, 
though  true,  that  an  European  gentleman  or  merchant  in  a  confider- 
able  way  of  bufinefs,  cannot  hire  lefs  than  a  dozen  or  fifteen ;  for  as  they  are 
aimed  all  of  different  iafts,.  the  higher  are  not  permitted  to  do  the  lead  thing 
Which  is  the  bufinefs  of  an  inferior  cafi.  They  all  wear  turbans  ;  the  prin¬ 
cipal  fervants  commonly  drefs  neat  and  clean,  in  a  robe  of  fine  cotton  cloth, 
or  nauflin,  particularly  the  Gent.oos ,  whole  religion  enjoins  ntuch  bodily  purifi¬ 
cation;  and  therefore  the  fird  thing  they  do  in  a  morning  is  to  go  down  to 
the  river’s  fide  and  wafh,  and  afterwards  to  fay  their  prayers  bn  the  banks. 
If  you  afk  them  what  they  pray  for,  they  will  be  fure  to  fay,  “  For  mafter"— 
and  “  that  God  will  Jbew  favour  for  majler,  that  mafter  may  Jkew  favour  for 


[  49  3 

them.”  They  are  an  artful  cunning  people,  and  very  ready  at  returning  an  17 55. 
anfwer.  We  met  with  a  thoufand  inftances  of  this  fort,  during  our  ftay  in  ' — \ — 
th e  Eaft  Indies -,  but  the  following  itory  will  beft  illuftrate  the  natural  good 
fcnfe  and  fagacity  of  thefe  black  fervants. 

It  happened,  that  an  Englifi  officer  being  with  his  Indian  fervant  in  a 
public  houfe  at  Cuddalore,  was  in  a  violent  paffion,  in  confequence  of  fome- 
thing  that  had  paflfed  between  them  in  converfation :  In.  the  midft  of  the 
matter’s  fury,  his  philofophical  fervant  calmly  placed  himfelf  at  his  full  length, 
on  the  floor,  with  his  face  towards  the  ground,  at  the  fame  time  flopping  his 
ears  with  both  his  hands.  In  this  pofture  he  continued,  until  his  matter’s 
pafiion  had  fomewhat  fubfided  ;  when  getting  upon  his  feet,  and  refpectfully 
approaching  him,  he  dryly  faid,  “  Indeed ,  mafter  .makes  poor  fervant’ s  bead 
fuk  :  mafter  is  very  Jlrong  man,  hit  fervant  is  very  weak  man :  if  mafter  fpeaks 
■honey-words ,  then  fervant  can  do  any  thing  for  mafter,  hut  when  mafter  frightens 
poor  fervant,  then  he  makes  poor  fervant fuk-,  and  when  fervant  is  fick,  mafter’ s 
bufmefs  can  no  be  done.”  The  officer  replied  with  an  hearty  d — mn ;  but  upon 
recolledlion,  felt  the  juftnefs  of  the  rebuke,  and  faw  very  plainly  that  before 
they  could  again  proceed  on  bufmefs,  it  would  be  neceffary  for  him  to  con¬ 
form  to  the  rules  which  the  Indian  had  fo  fagacioufly  and  artfully  fuggefted 
for  his  conduit. 

The  following  lift  of  the  feveral  forts  of  fervants  employed  in  India,  with 
their  names,  wages,  religion,  and  employments,  will  furnilh  the  inquifitive 
reader  with  a  clear  and  diftinft  idea  on  this  article. 

1.  Chief  Dabafh ;  who  is  a  fervant  of  ftate  to  tifher  in  company,  to  receive 
mefiages,  and  give  an  anfwer  at  your  door.  He  is  alfo  your  linguift,  and 
lays  out  your  money.  He  has  for  his  profit  a  Fanam  out  of  every  Pagoda 
paid  and  received ;  and  a  Pagoda  out  ot  every  hundred  Pagodas.  There  is 
no  poffibility  of  tranfafting  any  bufinefs  in  this  country  without  a  fervant  of 
this  kind,  except  at  Bombay,  where  they  are  not  made  ufe  of.  They  are 
called  Banians  at  Bengal,  and  are  every  where  of  the  Gentoo  religion. 

2.  Dubajh  Boy*.  He  is  always  about  your  perfon  to  affift  you  in  dref- 
ing ;  he  walks  by  the  fide  of  your  Palanquin ;  takes  care  of  your  fword,  hat, 
and  cane,  when  you  are  vificing  a  ftranger ;  and  waits  behind  your  chair  at 
table.  He  likewife  is  of  the  Gentoo  religion,  and  his  pay  at  Madrafs  is  1 
pagoda  and  2 1  fanams  by  the  month  5  at  Bengal 8  rupees. 

3.  Conucopola.  He  keeps  your  accounts,  pays  the  reft  of  the  fervants 
their  wages,  and  afiifts  the  Tlubajh  in  buying  and  felling.  At  Bengal  he  is 

'  called  fecretary,  and  is  of  the  Brahmin  call  and  religion :  his  pay  is  10  rupees 

*  Boy  is  the  common  appellation  in  India  for  many  of  your  fervants,  though  they  fltonld  be 
threefcore  years  of  age. 
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by  the  month.  At  Bombay  he  is  Ailed  P«w,  *nd  •»  «f*&e  Hentoo  religict% 
and  his  pay  is  5  rupees  by  the  month.  At  Madrafs,  his  pay  is  8  pagodas. 

4.  Roundel-Boy.  He  carries  a  Roundel  or  Quit  de  Soliel  over  your  head, 
to  defend  you  fromtheheat  of  the  fun,  when  you  ftep  from  your  Palanquin, 
or  when  you  walk. 

5.  Peon.  One  who  watts  about  the  houfe;  to  run  on  meflages ;  and  lie 

commonly  carries  under  his  atm  a  fword,  or  in  his  faffi  a  Crefe,  and  in  his 
hand  a  ratan,  to  keep  the  reft  of  the  fervanrs  in  fubjeftion.  He  alfo  walks 
before  your  Palanquin,  carries  Chits  or  notes,  and  is  yonr  body  guard.  The 
more  of  thefe  you  keep,  the  grander  you  are  thought  to  appear.  Some 
gentlemen  have  at  leaft  40  of  them  in  their  fervice.  •  They  are  all  .fighting 
cafts,  and  have  1  pagoda  and  20  fmams  by  the  month  . paid  them  at  Ma¬ 
drafs  \  2  rupees  and  a  half  at  Bengal ;  and  4  rupees  and  a  half  at  Bombay. 
At  this  laft  place  they  are  called  Sepoys.  _ 

6.  A  Pi  mar- Boy.  His  bufinefs  is  complicated,  and  being  generally  of 
the  Parriah  caft,  which  is  a  very  low  one,  he  makes  no  fcruple  to  perform 
the moftler vile  offices;  He. cleans  your  ftioes,  fiveeps  the  houfe,  and  fetches 
all  the  water  that  is  wanted,  unlefs  you  keep  a  Harry  or  water  wench,  as  fine 
is  fometimes  called,  for  that  purpofe.  The  chief  bufinefs  however  of  the 
Demar-Boy  (as  appears  from  his  name)  is  to  run  with  a  Demur  or  torch  before 
your  Palanquin  in  dark  nights. 

7.  Palanquin-Boys.  Four,  and  fometimes  fix  of  thefe  are  employed  to 
carry  your  Palanquin.  '  They  are  of  the  lower  Gentoo  cafts  at  .all.  our  fettle- 
ments.  Their  pay  at  Bengal,  where  they  are  called  Bearers,  is  12  rupees  and 
a  half  by  the  month ;  at  Bombay,  where  they  are  called  Palanquin  Cooleys , 
they  are  allowed  1 6  rupees ;  and  at  Madrafs ,  6  pagodas  6  fanams. 

8.  Compidore.  The  office  of  this  fervant  is,  to  go  to  market,  and  bring 
home  fmall  things,  fuch  as  fruit,  &c. — He  is  always  of  a  low  caft.  His  pay 
at  BengaTby  the  month  is  2  rupees  and  a  half.  At  Madrafs ,  1  pagoda.  Com- 
pideres  are  not  u(ed  at  Bombay. 

9.  Derwan.  Thefe  are  properly  porters,  who  fit  at  the  gate  to  receive 
meflfages,  &c. — This  office  is  performed  by  Moormen  at  Bengal,  by  Peons  at 
Madrafs,  and  by  Sepoys  at  Bombay.  Their  pay  is  2  rupees  and  a  half  by 
the  month  in  Bengal,  and  in  the  fame  proportion  at  other  places. 

This  diftinclion  of  fervants,  and  the  keeping  up  to  it,  is  reckoned  no  bad 
piece  of  policy  in  the  Indian  conftitution.  For  as  the  people  are  naturally 
indolent  and  ina&ive,  every  man  by  this  means  gets  a  decent  -livelihood  with 
very  hale  trouble,  which,  is  the  thing  he  aims  at:  fqr  though  each  of  thefe 
-Jervants  could  earn  double  the  wages  in  the  intervals  when. his, mailer  has  no 
1  -occafioua 
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tjccalion  for  him,  yet  confeious  that  he  has  a  fufficiency,  though  bare,  he  fits  1 755. 
down  contented  therewith,  chufing  rather  to  trifle  and  deep  away  his  time,  than  1 — v — 
to  enrich  himfelf  and  family  by  taking  pains.  Thefe  fervants  have  a  variety 
.of  tricks  alfo  which  they  are  fure  to  play  off  upon  new-comers  -,  -and  where 
two  or  three  of  them  are  concerned  together  in  a  knavifh  one,  they  never  fail 
•to  puzzle  the  matter  fo,  as  to  make  it  almoft  impoflibk  for  the  matter  ever  to 
get  at  the  truth  *.  The  -palanquin  bearers,  are  cunning  dififemblers, .  for  they 
-will  be  fure  to  groan  fadly  under  the  weight  of  their  new  matter  or  miftrefs, 
let  them  be  ever  fo  light.  This  is  done  with  the  view  of  exciting  in  the 
human  breaft  a  companion  towards  themfelves,  and  thereby  acquiring  fome 
Buxie  money ;  and  in  this  they  feldom  fail  of  fucceeding,  as  there  are  but  few 
Europeans.,  who,  oh  their  firft  arrival,  are  not  averfe  to  the  making  ufe  of 
•their  fellow-creatures  in  fo  degrading,  and  in  appearance  fo  painful  an  - 
.employment.  After  the  fervants  have  filled  their  bellies,  they  always  betake 
themfelves  to  reft  on  the  ground,  or  in  a  window,  or  on  a  table,  or  moft 
commonly  on  the  fand,  which  they  prefer  before  every  riling  elfe,  becaufeof 
its  retaining  the  heat  of  the  preceding  day’s  fun.  Upon  the  whole,  the 
Indian  fervants  have  both  their  good  and  bad  qualities -,  they  are  like  fome 
neceffary  evils  w,e  have  in  England,  of  whom  we  fay,  there  is  no  Liying  with, 
nor  without  them.  , 

I  cannot  difmifs  this  fubjeft  of  fervants  without  fpeaking  fomewhat  more  of 
.the  office  of  a  Comcopola. — It  mutt  be  premifed,  that  the  natives  in  this  part  of 
India  know  but  very  little  of  the  ufe  of  paper,  pens,  and  ink  •,  and  therefore 
keep  all  their  accounts  upon  Cajuns,  the  leaves  of  a  cettain  tree.  It  is  the 
Conucapold s  bufinefs  to  keep  die  account  of  all  your  houfehold  expences,  to 
pay  the  other  fervants  wages,  and  tradefmen’s  bills.  Thefe  fervants  are 
always  to  be  diftinguifbed  from  all  others  by  their  Gajan  leaves,  which  hang 
dangling  by  their  fide,  like  a  butcher’s  fteel.  The  iron  inftrument  they  mark 
with,  is  kept  in  a  (heath  like  a  knife.  When  they  have  occafion  to  let  down 
any  thing,  they  hold  the  iron-pen  in  the  right  hand,  and  the  Cajan  leaves  in 
the  left;  a  little  notch  or  groove  is  cut  in  their  left  thumb-nail  for  fixing  the 
ftile,  and  they  will  write  or  rather  engrave  with  great  celerity.  They  are 
likewife  very  quick  and  ready  at  accounts,  but  fo  very  artful,  that  they  feldom 
or  never  declare  their  own  computation  firft :  their  low  cunning  is  inconceiv¬ 
able,  and  it  would  be  endlefs  to  recount  all  the  artifices  and  frauds  which  are 
praftifed  by  thefe  men.  They  generally  afk  “  What  does  mafier  make 
account  come  to  ?”  If  you  fay  more  than  it  really  is,  they  prefently  cry  our, 

•“  ke/jy  right,  mefter.”  But  if  you  makeitlefs,  fb  as  to  prejudice  them,  they 
will  be  fure  to  take  particular  care  to  correft  your  reckoning.  If  you  chance 
to  deteft  them  in  any  intentional  cheat,  they  then  plead  the  cuftom  of  their 
country;  for  their  maxim  is,  “What  white  man  forget,  that  God  give  black 

*  The  reader  may  fee  a  very  remarkable  inflance  of  their  darkahd  complicated  villainy  in 
Orae'f  excellent  hiftory  of  the  Carnatic,  vol.  i.  p.  350  to  35J. 
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man.  Mafter,  forgive  this  one  time  ; 
know?  Aha!  I  fee  pafter  knows  heft 


n  poor  foolifh  fellow  ;  what  fhouli  I 
has  made  good  head  for  mafter” 


To  the  account  I  have  given  of  the  feveral  Indian  Servants,  for  the  better 
knowledge  of  a  country  now  fo  interefting  to  Great  Britain ,  I  beg  leave  to 
add  a  few  particulars  relative  to  the  nature  and  genius  of  their  Mechanics.— - 
The  Cloth-merchants,  for  fo  they  are  there  termed,  feldom  or  never  make  ufe 
of  a  yard  or  meafure  of  any  kind,  but  mete  out  every  thing  by  the  cubit, 
which,  in  well-proportioned  people,  is  the  fpace  between  the  elbow  and  the 
dp  of  the  middle  finger ;  and  this  they  do  with  fuch  exa&nefs,  as  not  to  err 
perhaps of  a  yard  in  a  piece  of  70 cubits.  .  It  is.  alfo  the  cuflotn  in  this  part 
of  the  world,  as  it  is  in  moft  of  the  country  towns  in  England,  tq  oblige  the 
taylor  to  come  home,  and  work  at  your  own  houle  :  but  on  viewing  the  mifer- 
able  condition  of  fome  of  this  tradefman’s  tools,  his  rufty  fciffars  in  particular, 
and  how  loofely  riveted,  you  would  think  it  impoffible  for  him  ever  to  cut 
our  acoat  with  them:  Itis  much  the  fame  with  all  his  other  implements  ;  but 
infpite  of  every  inconvenience  he  labours  under,  th  t  Indian  taylor  is  fo  exadt 
an  imitator,  that  he  feldom  or  ever  fails  to  give  entire  fatisfadtion.  And  this 
is  the  more  furprizing,  as  he  never  meafures  you.;  he  only  afks  wafer  for 
mufterf  as  he  terms  it,  that  is,  for  a  pattern,  and  they  will  be  fure  to  'keep 
-  exaftly  to  it,  be  the  fafhion-  thereof  ever  fo  extravagant. 


The  fame  obfervation  holds  true  with,  refpeft  to  the  Carpenter,  Black- fmith , 
and  many  other  mechanics.  It  is  aftonilhing  how  exactly  they  will  copy  any 
thing  you  give  them,  though  they  fcarce  know  the  ufe  of  ten  tools,,  and 
though  the  few  they  have,  are  always  in  bad  condition.  Every  thing  they 
undertake,  they  keep  a  long  time  in  hand  however,  which  is  entirely  owing 
to  their  own  obftinacy  and  abfurdity  ;  for  they  will  never  be  put  out  of  their 
old  way  of  working  ■,  and  Ihould  you  be  ever  fo  defirous  of  inftrudling  them, 
or  lhewing  them  a  more  expeditious  method,  they  will  be  fure  to  plead  the 
cuftom  of  their  forefathers,  for  which  they  have  fo  great'  a  veneration,  that 
they  were  never  known  even  in  a  Angle  inftance  to  depart  from  it.  Hence  it 
is  eafy  to  conclude,  that  they  mufl  always  remain  poor..  Whenever  therefore 
you  employ  them,  you  are  always  obliged  firft  to  give  them  in  hand,  by  way 
of  expedition  money,  commonly  half  of  what  your  bargain  comes  to:  and 
befsdes  this,  if  the  tradefman  you  employ  be  in  want  of  the  neceffary  mate¬ 
rials,  (which  istoo  often  the  cafe)  you  are  then  under  a  neceffity  of  fupplying 
him  with  three  parts,  if  not  the  whole  money  beforehand.  This  is,a  cuitom 
frequently  attended  with  many  inconveniences;  for  under  the  fanftion  there¬ 
of,  ids  not  uncommon  for  thefe  tricking  mechanics  to  go  about  from  houfe 
to  houfe  borrowing  money,  though  at  the  fame  time  they  do  not  intend  to 
touch  the  promifed  work  with  one  of  their  fingers.  The.  Silver-fmitb  in 
regard  to  his  fin  a  11  flock  in  trade,  is  exactly  upon  the  fame  footing  with  ’the 
reit  of  his  neighbours  :  he  has  not  the  leaft  article  in  his  ihop  to  indicate  his 
profeffion ;  if  you  want  any  thing  to  be  made  by  him,  he  too  will  afle  for 
y  n^ujtcr^  *  and  you  muft  alfofurnilh  him  with  as  many  rupees^  or  other  filver. 

1  XQ,' 
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to  melt  down,  as  will  enable  him  to  go  through  with  the  work.  The  Barber 
however  feems  to  be  an  exception  to  all  the  other  mechanics  here  5  I  mean  1 
with  refpeft  to  the  condition  of  his  tools  and  {having  tackle.  He  doth  not 
go  about  in  this  country,  as  in  England,  v/ith  a  large  pewter  bafon  under  one 
arm,  a  wig-box  under  the  other,  a  water  vefiH  in  his  right  hand,  and  a 
powder-bag  in  his  left.  The  fhaver  and  powderer  here  are  two  diftindt  trades. 
The  former,  for  his  extraordinary  apparatus,  is  worth  remarking  :  when  he 
enters  yourhoufe,  if  you  did  not  know  him  before,  it  is  impoffible  for  you  to 
guefs  at  his  profeffion.  The  implements  he  ufes,  ftich  as  8  or  to  razors, 
an  hone,  an  oil-bottle,  two  leather-ftraps,  a  little  looking  glafs,  two  or  three 
towels,  his  beetel-nut,  beetel-leaf,  ebunam-box,  foap  and  little  brafs-bafon, 
are  all  contained  in  the  girdle  that  is  round  his  middle.  His  manner  of 
operation  is  ftill  more  extraordinary,  for  he  beats  up  a  lather  on  your 
head,  not  in  the  bafon,  which  is  no  bigger  than  a  large  tea-cup  ;  and  Ihaves- 
youeafier  than  ever  I  experienced  from  any  of  the  profeffion  in  England. 

Upon  the  whole,  though  the.  Indian  mechanics  are  by  no  means  deficient 
in  the  handicraft  arts,  yet  their  talents  feem  to  be  only  of  a  fecond  race. kind. 
In  many  refpefts  they  certainly  do  not  come  up  to  the  dexterity  of  Euro¬ 
pean  artifts,  particularly  in  thofe  works  where  great  accuracy  is  required. 
They  likewife  labour. under  a  poverty  of  genius  which  makes  them  dull  at 
invention,  but  at  the  fame  time  it  muft  be  acknowledged,  that  they  are  moll 
admirable  copyifts,  and  indeed  their  principal  excellency  feems  to  lie  that 
way. 

The  fkill  of  their  'phy Gcal'  people  is  very  mean.  Mr.  Thomas  and  I  once 
employed  one  of  the  black  doftors  to  procure  us  a  lift  of  fuch  medicines  as  they 
ufed  in  their  pradtice.  Inftead  of  this,  he  brought  with  him  a  number  of  leaves, 
plants,  barks,  roots  of  trees,  (Pc.  which,  he  told  us,  they  generally  made  ufe  of 
in  decoctions;  and  that. their,  common  method  of  pra'dtice  was,  if  one  root, 
leaf,  or  herb  failed,  to  put  in  others  of  different  forts.  In  fevers,  he  added,., 
they  ufed  pepper,  and  fueh-like  inflammatory  fubftances.  We  enquired  whether, 
they  had  any  written  accounts  of  their  mechod  of  practice;  he  told  us  they 
had,  and  brought  us  a  large  book,  made  tip  of  a  number  of  leaves  of  the. 
Palmita  tree,  inch  as  they  keep  their  accounts  upon,  part  of  which  we  after¬ 
wards  got  tranflated  by  a  black  Conucopola  or  clerk.  It  was  written  in  the 
hio-h  Eqjlern  ftile,  and  began  with  giving  great  praifes  to  the  Almighty  for. 
the  wonderful  formation  of  man  1  it  then  went  on  with  obierving  that  this 
formed  man  was  divided  into  two  or  three  hundred  thoufand  parts ;.  ten 
thoufand  of  which  were  made  up  of  veins ;  ten  thoufand  of  nerves  ;  feven- 
teen  thoufand  of  blood;  a  certain  number  of  bones,  choler,  lymph,  (Pc.. 
&c.  (Pc.  And  all  this  was  laid  down  without  form  or  order,  either  of  hif- 
tory  difeafe  or  treatment.  We  found  this  to  be'  all  the  written  account  they 
have  of  phytic  ;  which  they  never  ftudy,  but,  like  the  other  calls,  the  fon  of 
a  doftor  is  a  dodtor  alfo,.  and  fo  he  will  continue  CO  be  from  generation  to 
generation.. 
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The  cuftom  of  inoculating  for  the  Small-pex  among  the -natives,  tliougla 
'not  common  in  other  parts  of  the  Eafi  -Indies,  is  frequent  in  Bengal-,  and 
the  manner  of  performing  the  operation  is  in  many  refpefts  Angular, 
and  different  from  that  now  pradtifed  in  England.  They  take,  as  Mr, 
I homas  and  I  were  informed,  fome  matter  from  the  pock  of  a  perfon 
who  has  the  difeafe  in  a  favourable  way,  and  put  it  into  a  phial  or  gallipot. 
They  then  dip  the  point  of  a  needle  in  this  matter,  and  with  it  prick  the 
•perfon  intended  to  be  inoculated  feyeral  times  in  a  circle,  on  the  flefhy  pare 
of  the  arm.  If  he  be  a  grown  perfon,  they  prick  him  in  both  arms.  After 
the  blood  is  wiped  away,  they  rub  fome  more  matter  on  the  part,  and  order 
the  patient  to  bathe  in  cold  water  three  times  a  day,  .and  to  live  on  the  moffc 
cooling  things  he  can  poffibly  procure,  fuch  as  water-melons,  cucumbers, 
rice,  water,  &e.  As  foon  however  as  the  fever  comes  on,  which  happens 
about  the  fifth  or  feventh  day,  the  patient  is  ordered  to  leave  off  bathing  and 
the  cool  diet,  and  to  live  ori  milk  and  fugar  :  the  fever  generally  lafts  three 
days,  and  then  goes  quite  off.  On  the  fecond  day  after  the  pock  has 
.appeared,  they  wafh  the  whole  body  with  cold  water,  which  fills  the 
pufimles;  and  this  they  do  for  the  three  fucceeding  days,  two  or  three  times 
each  day,  continuing. the  fame,  regimen  of  milk  and  fugar  for  diet.  When 
the  pock  is  drying- off,  -they  fprinkle  the  patient  with  rofe-water-,  or  when 
this  cannot  be  bad,  with  the  juice  of  SutUtnullk ,  SuSapt,  Culmee,  and  root 
.of  green  'turmeric.  If  the  pock  be  very  thick,  they  give  the  patient  Jean-feeds 
n  to  chew,  and  frequently  tie  Bang- leayes  (which  is  a  kind  of  hemp)  On  the  parts 
molt  affedted.  It  is  a  common  pradtice  among  the  Bortuguefe ,  and  fome  of 
the  Indians  on  the  Malabar  coaft,  when  the  pock  is  fairly  turned,  to  lay  on 
wood  and  cow-dung  athes  very  thick,  which  they  think  imbibe  the  matter, 
..and  make  the  fcab  fall  off, the  more  eaiily.  They  leave,  it  to  nature  to 
difengage  herfelf  from- this  compound  of  alhe's  and.  puftulary  difeharoe. 
Their  hopes  of  a  cure  from  this  method,  feem  to  be  founded  on  the  fuppofed 
antiputrefcent  and  abfor.bent  quality  of  the  allies.  I  refer  it  to  better 
judges  to  determine  whether  this  practice  be  rational  or  not;  however,  Jn 
general  the  patients  recover  from  this  Joathfome  diforder. 
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The  fqtiadron  fails  from  Madrafs  for  Trinconomale  in  Ceylon. — Defcription  of 
that  harbour  and  ijland.— Account  of  the  Cinnamon-tree ,  &c.  with  the  minerals , 
and  vegetable  and  animal  prodnSUons. — Particular  defcription  of  the  Elephant 
and  Tygtr,  and  various  forts  of  venomous  infeSts,  &c. 

ON  the  coaft  of  Coromandel,  the  N.  E.  monfoon  *  blows  from  November  17 55. 

to  March  or  April,  and  fometimes  to  May ,  when  the  S.  W.  monfoon  ' — > — - 
commences.  Along  this  coaft  the  current  generally  fets  with  the  wind  ;  to  the 
northward  in  the  S.  W.  monfoon,  and  to  the  fouthward  in  the  N.  E.  mpn- 
foon.  To  avoid  the  danger  that  might,  and  too  frequently  doth  enfue  from 
the  ftiifting  of  the  monfoon,  we  failed  from  Madrafs  the  7th  of  April,  in 
company  with  tint  Cumberland,  Tyger,  Salijbury  and  Bridgewater,  for  Trin¬ 
conomale  in  the  ifland  of  Ceylon,  and  on  the  2zd  of  the  fame  month  came  to 
an  anchor  in  that  harbour.  At  five  in  the  afternoon  Mynheer  Van  Beaumount 
the  governor  came  on  board  to  congratulate  the  admiral  on  his  fafe  arrival  at 
Trinconomale,  and  to  offer  him  every  afliftance  the  place  afforded.  At  his  . 
leaving  the  .ihip  we  faluted  him  with  13  guns.  He  afterwards  waited  on 
Commodore  Pocock  on  board  the  Cumberland,  and  at  his  taking  leave  of  him, 
was  faluted  by  the  fame  number  of  guns.'  The  next  day  the  admiral  and 
commodore,  attended  by  all  the  captains  of  the  fquadron,  waited  .on  the 
governor  at  the  fort ;  they  were  received  in  the  great  hall  with  trumpets, 
drums,  and  three  vollies  of  fmall  arms.  After  drinking  coffee,  tea,  and  a 
glafs  or  two  of  wine,  they  took  therr  leave.  '  They  were  complimented,  both 
at  their  entering  and  quitting  the  fort,  with  a  difcharge  o‘f  2 1  guns. 

Trinconomale  harbour  is  a  vfry  good  one  for  (hips  to  put  into  when  .in 
diftrefs,  and  perhaps  is  better  calculated  for  wooding  and  watering  a  fqua- 
dron,  than  any  other  in  th erEaJi  Indies.  It  very  much  refembks  that  of 
Portfmouth,  and  is  almoft  quite  land-locked  ;  but  this  laft  circumftance,  in  fo 

»  There  is  a  fpecies  of  winds  obfervable  in  the  Indian  teas,  within  the  tropics,  called  by  the 
failors  monjmns,  which  during  fix  months  of  the  year  blow  one  way ;  and  the  remaining  fix 

The  occafion  of  them  in  general  is  this :  when  the  fun  approaches  the  northern  tropic, 
there  are  feveral  countries,  is  Arabia,  Pirjia,  India,  &c.  which  become  hotter,  and  refleft 
more  heat  than  the  feas'  beyond  the  equator,  which  the  fun  has  left;  the  wind?  therefore, 

when  the  fun  leaves  thofe  countries,  and  draws  near  the  other  tropic,  the  winds  turn  about, 
and  blow  on  the  oppolite  fide  of  the  compaft.  At  the  time  of  the  (hifcing  of  thcfe  winds,  the 
Indian  feas  are  very  fubjeft  to  be  tempeiluous,  and  the  navigation  becomes  very  unfafe. 

Rowniso’s  Na/ural  Phih/cply,  vol.  i . 
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hot  a  climate,  may  be  rather  reckoned  an  inconvenience,  for  hereby  the  free 
circulation  of  the  fea-breezes,  fo  neceffary  to  refrelh  the  men  on  board  the 
Ihips  is  greatlv  oBftrnaed.  The  trade  of  this  port  is  very  mconfiderable  ; 
and  it  is  manifeft  that  the  folc  view  of  the  Butch  in  fortifying  this  and  the 
feveral  bays  and  rivers  round  the  ifland,  is  to  prevent  other  nations  from 
fettling  here,  or  having  any  commerce  with  the  natives. 

The  ifland  of  Ceylon  is  very  large,  being  250  miles  long,  and  200  broad. 
The  inner  part  of  it  is  in  poffeffion  of  the  natives,  who  are  of  the  Gent  00  reli¬ 
gion,  and  they  call  their  king  the  king  of  Candy.  The  Butch  having  taken 
care  to  fecnre  to  themfelves  the  whole  fea-coaft,  endeavour  to  reconcile  him 
to  their  converting  the  rich  fpices  of  his- country  to  their  own  advantage,  by 
making  him  frequent  prefents ;  but  fometimes  they  have  found  him  very 
refraftory,  and  their  fucceeding  in  this  important  point  has  been  attended 
with  great  difficulties. 

There  are  many  trees  of  different  kinds  to  be  met  with  on  this  ifland,  fuch 
as  the  euphorbium ,  tulip-tree,  ebony ,  redwood,  cajjia,  cocOa-nat,  cotton,  hmc, 
mangce, ' citron ,  and  black  and  yellow  teak-,  tbefe  laft  have  a  molt  beautiful 
grain,  but  are  fo  hard  as  to  be  very  deftruftive  to  the  cabinet-maker’s  tools. 
But  the  tree  peculiar  to  this  ifland,  and  which  has  proved  the  fource  of  inex- 
hauftible  riches  to  th c  Dutch,  is  the  Cinnamon,  which ’grows  wild  in  every 
wood  on  the  fouth  weft  part  near  Columbo,  but  there  are  few  to  be  found  near 
Trinconomale.  This  tree  is  propagated  by  a  bird’s  eating  of  the  fruit,  part 
of  which  he  difcharges  again,  and.  afterwards  the  feeds  of  it  take  root.  Ic 
grows  fomewhat  like  our  common  hazel;  the  leaves  refemble  thole  of  the 
laurel,  but  with  this  difference,  that  they  have  only  three  fibres  in  their 
compofition.  According  to  fome,  it  Iras  three  barks;  but  all  agree  that  it 
has  two.  What  they  ftrip  from  trees  of  a  middling  growth,  is  the  belt 
Cinnamon.  .  The  very  young  trees  are  not  fit  for  rinding,  and  the  old  ones 
they  cut  down  for  firewood.  From  the  root  of  this  tree,  the  Camphor  a  is 
extracted.  But  the  greateft  quantity  of  this  laft  drug  is  brought  from 
Sumatra ,  where  it  is  fold  in  fmall  fiat  cakes,  at  the  enormous  price  of  4/.  . 
fterling  an  ounce.  One  pound  of  this  genuine  gum,.  Mr.  Thomas  was  told, 
will  produce  an  hundred  pounds  of  fuch  as  is  brought  to  us  from  the 
Indies  after  adulteration. 

Coffee  &\Io  grows  wild  here  ;  as  do  the  trees  and  plants  which  produce 
Balfam.  Capivi,  Lacca, 

Gambogium,  Cinquenomale. 

Not  having  heard  of  this  laft  before,  Mr.  Thomas  imagined  it  to  be  a  name  given 
by  the  natives  ro  a  certain  drug.  A  Dutch  furgeon  rcfiding  here,  fhewed  him 
a  balfam  or  oil  ejctrafled  from  it  by  diftillation,  and  which  he  allured  him 
was  a  very  good  medicine  in  a  paralytic  numbnefs.  This  gentleman  alfo 
prefented  him  with  a  fample  of  a  gum  growing  here,  which  he  called  Badule 
'  he 
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•be  told  me  it  was  but  lately  noticed,  and  that  as  yet  they  knew  not  the  life 
■of  it. 

Every  morning  and  evening  we  were  gratified  with  a  fine  odour  from  the 
trees  that  were  in  bloom.  At  fir-ft  we  took  them  for  the  cinnamon ,  but  they 
proved  to  be  nothing  more  than  common  flowering  fhrubs,  of  which  the 
whole  ifland  is  full.  The  foil  between  the  hills, ‘which  are  very  high  and 
rocky,  is  a  fat  red  earth;  and  the  vallies  are  extremely  pleafant,  having  a 
clear  rivulet  running  almoft  through  every  one  of  them.  Here  are  alfo 
veins  of  black  chryftal,  intermixed  with  fpar,  and  iron,  and  fome  black 
■lead,  and  copper  ores.  1  am  almoft  perfuaded  alfo  that  this  country  produces 
tin,  for  Mr.  ’fhomai  *,  who  was  a  Cornijh  gentleman,  and  particularly 
•curious  in  fuch  matters,  allured  me,  that  during  his  ftay  on  the  ifland,  he 
picked  up  as  fine  a  piece  of  ore  of  that  kind  as  ever  he  had  feen  in 
Cornwal,  and  that  he  intended  carrying  it  home  with  him  in  order  to 
Ihew  it  as  a  fample.  I  lhall  only  add,  that  if  this  very  valuable  com¬ 
modity  is  really  to  be  met  with  in  this  country,  it  is  aftonilhing  that  the 
■crafty  Hollander  Ihould  not  as  yet  have  found  it  out,  who  was  never  known 
to  fpare  pains  in  difeoveries  of  any  kind,  as  this  would  manifeftly  turn  out 
to  his  inexpreffible  advantage.  The  ifland  alfo  produces  topazes,  rubies , 
..garnets,  &c.  which  the  inhabitants  difeover  by  walhing  the  foil  they  grow  in. 
Neither  harp-fhells  nor  ventel-traps  are  found  here,  but  numbers  of  painted 
cockles,  and  others  which  are  commonly  called  the  panama- (hells. 

We  found  the  country  to  abound  alfo  •with  many  uncommon  curiofities  ; 
particularly  the  creeping  leaf:  This  is  certainly  afpecies  of  the  grafhopper; 
it  has  every  member  you  fee  in  common  infedts,  fuch  as  head,  legs,  wings, 
and  body,  and  of  a  pale  green  colour,  but  yet  in  lhape  and  appearance 
■exadtly  refembles  a  leaf. 

A  great  variety  both  of  wild  and  tame  fowl  are  to  be  met  with  .here, 
and  which  are  fold  at  a  low  price.  A  dozen  of  fowls,  or  five  ducks,  for  a 
rupee,  not  quite  a  half  crown  of  Englijh  money.  The  bay,  which  has  many 
coves,  abounds  in  fifh,  efpecially  the  cavally,  and  furmulkt ;  thefe  are  to 
be  had  very  fyieap.  The  fame  may  be  faid  of  the  fruits  of  the  ifland, 
'fuch  as  pine-apples,  jacks,  bananoes,  cocoa-nuts,  mangoes,  &c.  &c.  A  pine¬ 
apple  may  be  bought  for  a  penny  or  lefs,  and  all  the  other  fruits  in  propor¬ 
tion.  Money  is  the  fame  here  as  in  Holland ;  they  have  only  a  different 
way  of  reckoning,  as  8  doit  to  a  cajb,  12  cajh  to  a  rupee.  A  rupee  goes  but 
for  two  {hillings  fterling,  or  four  febillings  Hutch-,  96  doit  make  a  rupee. 

Common  deer  they  have  here,  in  great  abundance,  and  alfo  Guinea  deer, 
but  few  other  horned  cattle,  and  thefe  too  very  fmall.  We  killed  fix  of 

*  The  author  is  obliged  to  Mr.  Thomas  for  moft  of  the  obferrations  made  on  the  country 


•  £  5«  7 

their  oxen  one  day  during  our  ftay  at  Hrinconomale ,  and  the  weight  of  the 
whole  amounted  but  to  7 14  pounds.  One  of  them  weighed  only  70  pounds. 
How  different  were  thefe  little,  defpicable  animals,  from  the  oxen  which 
we  ilaughtered  'at  Madagafcar,  each  of  which  weighed  from  6  to  700 
pounds  and  upwards?  But  however  fmall  and  contemptible  the  breed 
of  bullocks  may  be  on  this  ifland,  nature  feems  to  have  made  her  full 
'  amends  in  the-  ftupendous.  fize  of  her  elephants,  which  are  faid  to  be  the 
largeft  of  any  in  the  known  world*.  ■ 

The  Elephant  is  certainly  the  moft,  extraordinary  of  ail  animals,  and 
well  merits  a  particular  defeription.  -His  body  is  heavy  and  grofs,  gene¬ 
rally  of  a  dark,  dirty  colour ;  and  though,  when  arrived  at  full  growth, 
he  is  from  twelve  to  fourteen  feet  high,  and  from  eighteen  to  twenty  in 
circumference,  yet  his  head  is  ftill  larger  in  proportion;  and  what  is 
more  extraordinary,  his  eye  is  no  bigger  than  .that  of  an  hog,  which  it 
exaftly  refembles.  His  legs  are  like  four  large  columns,  rather  long  than 
fhort,  and  jointed  like  a  cat’s  juft  above  the  feet,  which  are  round  at  their 
bottoms,  and  do  not  fpread  much  beyond  the  bulk  of  the  legs.  His  ears 
are  flat,  hanging  down,  and  furprizingly  large;  the  tail  is  fmall,  but 
long,  with  a  few  bridles  at  the  end.  At  the  two  corners  of  his  mouth 
grow  two  large  tulks  or  teeth,  which  are  what  »’.e  call  ivory ;  thefe 
are  fix  or  feven  feet  long  in  the  male  elephant-,  in  the  female  they 
are  feldom  half  that  length.  But  the  moft  extraordinary  part  of  this, 
animal  is  his  probofeis  or  trunk,  which  is  long  and  hollow  like  a  trumpet, 
and  ferves  him  inftead  of  a  hand  j-  to  feed  himfelf,  being  able  to- 
move  it  with  incredible  agility  and  ftrength,  and  to  take  up  therewith 
the  fmalleft  thing  from  the  ground,  by  means  of  a  little  point,  which 
lie  can  twift  round  it.  His  common  food  is  leaves  of  trees,  g-rafs,  corn, 
and  fugar-canes,  of  which  laft  he  is  particularly  fond.  Notwithftanding 
the  unwieldinefs  of  this  beaft,  his  motions  are  very  alert,  and  he  walks 
with  great  eafe,  fall  enough  to  keep  a  man  on  a  good  run.  Many 
incredible  ftories  are  related  by  ancient  authors  of  the  docility  and  inge¬ 
nuity  of  this  Mf-reafoning  animal.  They  are  faid  to  be  fufceptible  of  affec¬ 
tion,  fondnefs,  gratitude  and  modefly.  There  is  nothing  but  they  may  be 
taught:  Arrian,  an  author  of  veracity,  relates',  that  he  had  teen  an  elephant. 
dance  with  two  cymbals  fattened  to  his  legs;,  which  he  touched  alternately  in. 
cadence  with  his  trunk,  and  that  many  others  of  the  fame  fpecies  gambol’d 
round  him,  keeping  time  with  an  aftonifliing  exaftnefs. 

Pliny  too,  fpeaking  of  the  elephant  which  carried  Par  us  in  the  battle  lie 
fought  againft  Alexander  the  Great,  tells  us,  that  perceiving  his  matter 
quite  finking  under  the  wounds  which  he  had  received,  he  lowered,  him- 


*  Elepiantas  ii  multo  majores  erant  quam  quos  fert  India..  FImws. 

-  f  Manusdata  elephantis,  quia  propter  magnitudinem.  corporis  difficiles  aditns  habebantr 
ad. gait  urn..  Cue.  ietfatiDeer,  Ub,.t.  n-tzy 
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felf,  that  he  might  fet  .his  mailer  down  without  hurting  him, 'and  pulled  1755. 
out  the  arrows  which  ftuck  in  him  with  his  trunk  ;  at  length  perceiving 
him  to  faint  through  lois  of  blood,  he  placed  him  again  upon  .his  back, 
and  conveyed  him  in  fafety  to  the  camp  :  A  moil  amazing  inftance 
of  the  docility  and  gratitude  of  the  elephant.  No  wonder  therefore  that 
the  ancients  made  uie  of  them  in  war,  and  fometimes  with  great  fuccefs-, 
but  fince  the  invention  of  fire-arms  they  have  not  been  found  of  equal  ufe 
as  formerly ;  for  they  are  remarkably  terrified  at  fire,  and  will  at  the  fight 
of  it,  frequently  turn  back  upon  their  friends,  and  overthrow  every  thing 
that  ftands  in  their  way.  They  are  chiefly  ufed  at  prefen t  for  the  fording 
deep  rivers,  and  carrying  over  the  baggage  on  their  backs.  After  the 
keepers  have  loaded  them  with  feveral  hundred  weight,  they  fallen  ropes 
to  them,  of  which  the  foldiers  taking  hold,  either  fwim,  or  are  drawn 
acrofs  the  river.  In  time  of  adlion,  they  now  and  then  fix  an  heavy  iron 
chain  to  the  end  of  their  trunks,  which  they  whirl  round  with  fuch  agility, 
as  to  make  it  impoffible  for  an  enemy  to  approach  them  at  that  time. 
Another  ufe  they  ftili  have  for  this  creature  in  war,  is,  to  force  open  the 
gates  of  a  city  or  garrifon  which  is  clofely  befieged.  This  he  does  by 
letting  his  backfide  againft  them,  higgling  backwards  and  forwards  with 
his  whole  weight,  till  he  has  burft  the  bars,  and  forced  an  entrance :  to 
prevent  which,  moll  of  the  garrifons  in  this  country,  have  large  fpilces 
ftuck  in  their  gates,  that  projedl  to  a  confiderable  diftance.  However, 
after  all,  thofe  prodigious  animals  are  kept  more  for  fhew  and  grandeur 
than  for  ufe,  and  their  keeping  is  attended  with  a  very  great  expence, 
for  they  devour  vaft  quantities  of  provifion  •,  and  you  mud  fometimes  regale 
them  with  a  plentiful  repaft  of  cinnamon ,  of  which  they  are  exceffively  fond. 

- 1  have  been  told,,  that  it  is  no  uncommon  thing  with  a  Nabob,  if  he  has  a 
mind  to  ruin  a  private  gentleman,  to  make  him  a  prefent  of  an  elephant  *, 
which  he  is  ever  afterwards  obliged  'to  maintain  at  a  greater  expence  than 
he  can  afford  :  by  parting  with  it,  he  would  certainly  fall  under  the  dil- 
pleafufe  of  the  grandee,  befides  forfeiting  all  the  honour  which  his  country¬ 
men  think  is  conferred  upon  him  by.  fo  relpedtable  a  prefent. 

The  notions  of  the  Indians  concerning  the  elephant  are  various.  It  has 
been  in  all  ages,  and  is  to  this  day,  the  cullom  of  the  oriental  nations,  to 
wrap  up  ail  their  wifdom  in  Ihort  lentences  or  proverbs,  allegories  and 
parables.  Some  of  the  Indians  literally  believe  that  the  globe  of  the  world 
is  fupported  by  an  elephant ;  which  notion  probably  had  its  rife  from  a 
proverb  of  theirs  to  that  purpofe,  but  which  certainly  meant  no  more,  than 
that  the  commerce  of  their  country  depended  in  a  great  meafure  upon 
elephants.  I  could  not  but  remark  too,  that  in  altnoft  all  their  Pagodas,  or 
places  of  worlhip,  they  have  the  image  of  this  creature  depifted  on  the 
walls.  Some  imagine,  that  they  place  the  elephant  here  as  an  emblem  of 
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175-5;  God's  omn'ifdence;  while-  others  rather  think  that  they  pay  adoration.  to> 

-  him,  as  being  endowed  with  greater  fagacity  than  themfelves,  and  therefore- 

pray  to  him  for  a  portion  of  his  wifdotn.  The  natives  relate  another 
jnftance  of  the  docility  of  thefe  creatures,  that  in  marching  with  an  army,, 
they  gather  up  every  flick  of  ftze  they  meet  with  on  the  road,  which  toward* 
the  everting  is  fometimes  increafed  to  a  faggot  large  enough  to  drefs  all 
the  proviflons  for  that  night. 

But  not  to>  mention  any  more  of  the-  multitude  of  things  reported  of 
them  ;  the  following  particulars  are  what  I  obferved  myfelf.  They  gene¬ 
rally  ftand  under  the  fhadow  of  fome-  fpreading  tree,_  to.  prevent  their- 
being  flung  by  the  little  ant,  which,,  notwithftanding  their  gigantic  fize  and> 
bulk,  is  a  great  terror  to  them.  To  prevent- his.  crawling  about  them,  they 
are  continually  taking  up  duft  or  land  in  their  trunk,  and  throwing  ir  over 
their  heads  and  backs;  nay  they  fometimes  take  a  whiip  of  ftraw  or  grafs,  and- 
bruih  themfelves  down  with  it  behind,  whilft  with  their  briftly  tail  they  fweep- 
their  fore-parts.  When  you  firft  approach  them,  they  are  taught  by  their  keeper 
to  make  their  Salaam  or  obedience  to  you,  which  is  done  by  falling- almoffc 
backwards,  and  making  a  prodigious  eradiation  or  rattling  in  the  -throat,, 
sot  much  unlike:  the  firft  breaking  of  thunder.  The- keeper  then  mounts- 
his  fhoulders,  which  he  could  notpoflibly  do  without' the  elephanfi s  afiiftance,. 
who  for  that  purpofe  crooks  one  of  his  legs  :  the  keeper’s  firft  ftep  is  made 
on  his  lower  joint,  the  next  on  his  knee,  and  he  then  iprings  upon  his  back, 
laying  hold  of  the  flap  of  his  ear.  After  the  elephant  has  performed  many 
tricks  at  the  word  of  command,  then,  to  Ihew  you  how  capable  he  is  of 
picking  up  the  moft  minute  thing  with  his  trunk,  you  are  defired  to  lay 
a  Giver  fanam  upon  the  ground :  this,  which  is  the  fmaileft  of  all  coins,  the 
elephant  feels  about  for  till  he  finds,  then  takes  hold  of  it,  and  gives  it  to 
the  keeper,  as  feated  upon  hie  back..  'He  laft  of  all.  throws  out  his  trunk 
to- its  full  length,  by  way  of  fhaking  hands  with  you,  and  thus  the  cere¬ 
mony  is. ended.  Another  circumftanoe  I  obferved  was,  that  whenever  they- 
drank,  they  always  firft  ftirred  the  water;  and  made  it  foul  with,  their  feet 
The  reafon  for  their  doing  this,  is,  that  the  gravel  and  fmall  ftones  which  they, 
hereby  fwallow,'  help  to  digeft  their,  food  ;  and  not,  as  fome  alledge,  that- 
they  render  che  water  muddy,  becaufe  they  hate  to  fee  their  own  figure  in- 
that  element..  One  more  -particular  relating-  to  thefe  animals,  is  their 
furprizing  age.  If  we  could  depend  upon  what  we  are  told  by  Philofiratus 
in  his  life  of  Apollonius  Ilyaneue,  and  believe  that  this-  great  traveller  faw. 
the  very  elephant  on  which  Poms  rode  in  the  battle  againft  Alexander, 
that  elephant  muft  have  been  above  400  years  of  age.  That  they  live 
till  between  2-  and  300  years  is  ftrongly  believed ;  and  it  is  certain,  that? 
they  are  in  full  vigour,  at  much  above  an  hundred:  but  it  feems  that 
'  nothing  can  be  faid  with  certainty,  as  to  the  exact  time  that  they,  ufually 
live  :  whenever  I  afked  any  of  the  Indians  a  queftion  relative  to  this 
fubjeft,  they  always  anfwered  me,.  “  this,  elephant,  was.  my,  great-grand - 
father’s.”'  ’  '  " 
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The  natives  catch  the  elephant  by  the  following  method:  they  have  two-  1755- 

places  ftrongly  inclofed ;  one  contains  feveral  acres  of  land,  the  other  is  — < - 1 

but  fraall.  When  they  intend  to  hunt,  which  they  always  do  in  the  night,, 
they  go  in  a  large  company,  with  each  man  a  velfel  of  fire  on  his  head. 

As  foon  as  the  elephant  fees  the  light,  he  purfues ;  the  man  that  is  fingled 
out  runs  into  the  large  inclofure,  there  drops  his  fire,  and  retires  to  a  tree;, 
the  elephant  prefcntly  employs  himfelf  in  trampling  and  fcattering  about 
the  fire.  When  they  have  a  fufficient  number  of  them  in  the  large  inclofure, 
they  Ihut  up  the  firft  palfage,  and  then  decoy  the  elephant's  one  by  one  into 
the  fmall  place,  where  they  get  ropes  about  them,  and  by  the  help  of 
tame  elephants  convey  them  home.  Sometimes,  however,  the  men  are 
overtaken  before  they  reach  the  inclofure,  when  they  throw  down  the  fire,, 
and  fly  to  the  next  tree  for  fecuricy. 

The  lyger  alfo  is  an  inhabitant  of  Ceylon  ;  this  beaft,  though  fome- 
times  found  in  other  countries,  yet  is  in  a  peculiar  manner  a  native  of  the 
Eajt  Indies.  Malalar  is  the  moft  famous  for  the  breed  of  this  animal : 
there  are  it  feems  three  kinds,  but  that  which  I  am  going  to  deferibe  is  the- 
largeft,  and  by  way  of  diftinftion,  is  called  the  Ilyger  Royal:  his  fkin  is  of 
a  yellow,  fandy  colour,  Ihining  and  glofiy,  with  long  black  ftripes ;  his 
head  and  mouth  very  large  •,  eyes  exceeding  lively ;  teeth  long  and; 
yellow ;  legs  very  thick,  with  furprizing  fharp  claws ;  and  the  tail  is- 
perpetually  in  motion.  Th t  female  tyger  is  faid  to  be  much  more  fierce  than, 
the  male ,  efpecially  when  fire  has  young.  But  they  are  both  beads  of  prey, 
and  that  of  the  moft  cruel  and  favage  kind ;  for  it  is  obfervable,  that  as  the 
lion  never  eats  any  creature  till  after  it  is  dead,,  and  even  groans  while  he  is 
killing  it,  indicating  a  generofny  of  temper,  fo.the  tyger  tears  his  prey  to  pieces, 
while  it  is  living,  and  feems  to  delight  in  torturing  it.  If  he  meets  with  a. 
dead  horfe  or  a  fheep,  he  will  not  touch  it ;  but'  if  a  tyger,  tygrefs ,  and 
their  young  fall  in  with  an  herd  of  cattle,  or  flock  of  Iheep,  they  are 
fure  to  make  a  terrible  havoc  among  them  for  as  they  will  only  fuck  their 
blood,  and  paunch  a  few  of  them,  they  have  been  known  to  deftroy  four- 
fcore  Iheep  in:  one  night.  They  generally  hide  thcmfelves  behind  lbme 
thicket  in  an  inclofed  country,  from  whence  they  dart  out-  with  incredible 
fiercenefs  either  upon  man  or  beaft  that  is  pafiing  by.  Monfteur  Thevenot , 
a  French  writer,  fays,  that  “  if  a  man  Bands  boldly  upright,  without 
betraying  any  fymptoms  of  fear,  neither  lion  nor  tyger  will  venture  to  touch 
him.”  This  afiertion  feems  to  have  no  manner  of  foundation,  at  leaft  I 
ftiould  not  chufe  to  venture  on  the  experiment.  It  is  very  well  known,, 
that  if  ten  men  are  in  company,:  they  will  fmgle  out  one  particular  perfon. 

.  from  the  reft-,  and  they  alfo  felrfom  care  to  attack  a  white,  man,  if  a  black 
man  be  among  them.  The  reafon  for  their  making  this  diftinftion,  is,, 
probably,  that  they  are  better  acquainted  with  the  black  men,  and-: 
had  rather  prey  upon  them,  than  upon  Europeans,  to  whom  they  are 
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1755-  The  woods  in  this  ifland  abound  with  various  forts  of  venomous  infefts ; 
-—v — 1  fuch  as  fnakes ,  of  an  enormous  fize  and  length;  I  had  a  view  of  one  that 
meafured  15  feet  in  length,  and  30  inches  in  circumference  ;  fcorpons,  centi- 
ptdes?  /fitters^  tarantulas ,  &c.  I'  faw  a  fpider  here  as  large  as  a  road,  with. 

.  brown  hair  upon  it ;  the  legs  were  of  the  thicknels  of  a  large  tobacco-pipe, 
and  more  than  four  inches  long.  A  lcorpion  alio,  which  was  taken  out  of  a 
piece  of  wood,  was  brought',  on  board  the  9th  of  May,  which  meafured  8 
indies  from  head  to  rail,  exclufive  of  the  claws  :  the  Ihell  was  as  hard  as 
that  of  a  crab.  I  killed  a  centipede  here  which  was  more  chan  7  inches- 
long. 

'The  natives  of  this  ifland  are  the  flouted:  Indians  I  ever  faw.  Mr.  Knox 
in  his  hillory  reports  many  ftrange  things  of  their  religion  and  cuftoms, 
none  of  which  I  had  an  opportunity  of  feeing.  He  fays,  that  “  they  have 
various  ways  of  treating  their  dead.  Some  burn  them,  (which  is  not 
uncommon  in  India,)  while  others  throw,  their  limbs  up  into  the  forks  of 
large  trees.”  This  may  be  true,  becaufe  when  our  wood-cutters  were 
once  hewing  down  a  ftick  of  timber,  there  fell  from ,  it,  the  fcivll,  and  many 
bones  of  an  human  body;  and  I  alfo  faw  here  a  human  body  hanging, 
on  a  tree,  • 

Other  hiftorians  relate,  that  the  natives  of  Ceylon  feed  on  human, 
flefh ;  nay  that  they  eat  the  bodies  of  their  deceafed  parents,  imagining 
that  no  other  fepulchre  is  fo  fit  for  them  as. their  own  bowels,  fince 
hereby  _  they  think  they'  are  changed  into  their  own  fubftance,  and  live 
again  in  themfelves.  This  Chocking  cuftom  is  reported  of  the  ancient 
Scythians,  and  pofnbly  it  might  have  been  ufed  by  the  old  inhabitants  of 
Ceylon,  but  it  is  nowin  both  countries  entirely  aboliihed ;  and  yet  even  at  this 
time,  thefe  iflanders  are  faid  to  make  cups  of  their  parents  fculls  *,  with 
a  view  that  amidft  their  mirth  and  jollity  they  may  be  fure'to  preferve  a 
refpeclful  remembrance  of  them, — What  a  difference  has  cuftom  wrought 

between 


*  Sir  William  Temple,  in  the  zd  part  of  his  Mi/cellauca,  obferves,  that  it  .  was  a  fixed  and 
general  opinion  among  the  weftern  Scythians,  that  alt  thofc  who  gave  themfelves  up  to  war¬ 
like  actions  and  enterprifes,  to  the  conqnefts  of  their  neighbours,  and  daughter  of  enemies, 
and  died  in  battle,  or  of  violent  deaths  upon  bold  adventures  and  refolutions,  went  im¬ 
mediately  to  the  vail  hall  or  palace  of  Odin,  their  god  of  war,  who  eternally  kept  open 
houfe  for  all  fuch  guefts,  where  they  were  entertained  at  infinite  tables,  in  perpetual  feafis 
ar.d  mirth,  caroufing  every  man.  in  bowls  made  of  the  fculls  of  their  enemies  they  had 
fiain,  according  to  the  numbers  of  which,  everyone  in  thefe  manlions  of  pleafure  was  the 
mod  honoured  and  the  bed  entertained. 

How  this  opinion  was  imprinted  in  the  minds  of  thefe  fierce  mortals,  and  what  elfcdl  it  had  upon, 
their  thoughts  and  paHons,  concerning  life  and  death,  is  moft  lively  reprefen  red  in  the  twenty- 
fifth  and  twenty-ninth  ftanza’s  of  that  fongor  epicedinm  alRcdnor  Lading,  one  of  their  famous 
kings,  which  he  compofed  in  the  Runic  language  about  eight  hundred  years  ago,  after  he  was  ' 
mortally  Hung  by  a  ferpent,.  and  before  the  venom  feized  upon  his  vitals.  The  whole  fonnet 
is  recited  by  Olaus  iRcrmhti  in  his  Literatim  Runic  a.  But  that  which  is  extraordinary  in  it  is, 
that  fuch  an  alacrity  or  pleafure  in  dying  was  never  exprefled  in  any  other  writing,  nor 
imagined  among  any  other  people.  The  two  flanza’a  are  thus  tranflated  into  Latin  by  Olaus. 

STANZA 
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between  us  and  them !  fince  thofe  fpeftacles  which  to  us  would  appear 
frightful  and  melancholy,  are  to  them  familiar  and  delightful. 

The  boats  ufed  by  the  natives  of  Ceylon  are  trees  hollowed  -,  but  when  the 
boat  on  account  of  the  fize  of  the  tree  is  too  final],  they  build  on  top  of 
it  a  trough,  fqnare  at  both  ends;  they  are  about  12  or  14  inches  wide, 
and  as  many  feet  long  ;  the  tree  part  at  the  bottom  is  much  wider;  the-y 
have'outriggers  and  fails,  much  the  fame  as  at  Madeigafcar.  There  are 
fome  boats  of  this  fort  much  larger,  built  between  two  trees,  with  which 
they  go  along  ihore;  the  others  are  for  the  fifhermen,  in  which  they  will 
go  many  leagues  from  the  land.  . 

The  Dutch  fliew  you  in  Ceylon,  Adam’s  apple  (as  they  call  it) ;  it  is  in' 
ftiape  like  the  quarter  of  an  apple  cut  out,  with  the  two  infides  a  little 
convex,  and  a  continued  ridge  round  the  two  outer  edges.  It  is  of  a 
beautiful-orange  colour,  but  of  a  poifonous  quality.  Some  writers,  induced 
by  the  exceeding  fruitfulnefs  of  the  ifland,  have  fuppofed  it  to  be 
the  feat  of-  the  terreftrial  paradifc  :  but  this  opinion  is  not  mine  :  that  it 
was  the  Taprobana  of  the  ancients  is  not  unlikely ;  ' and  indeed  there  are 
ftrong  reafons  for  believing  that  the  ifland  of  Taprobana  and  Ceylon  is 
the  fame.  The  ancients,  particularly  Ptolomy,  obferve  that  *  T aprolana 
was  famous  for  producing  the  largeft  breed  of  elephants,  which  is  alfo  true 
of  Ceylon.  Taprobana  likewife  was  greatly  celebrated  for  its  fpices,  and  in 
this  refpeft  Ceylon  may  be  laid  to  rival  it,-  for  it  produces  not  only  ginger,. 

STANZA  XXV.. 

Pugnavimus  enfibus, 

Hoc  ridere  me  facit  Temper 
Quod  Balden  patris  fcamna 
Parata  fcio  in  aula. 


*  Eft  in  finu  Gangetico,  Narfmgie  regno  adverfa,-  Ctylon,  novem  regnis  diftinSa,  antiqnis. 
ytairubuna  dicta.  CLUVi.au  Gtograp.  lib,  v. 
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55-  pepper  *  and  cardamoms,  but  cinnamon  alfo,  and  the  fipeft  in  the  world, 

» — J  Again,  Haprobana  is  fatd  to  have  abounded  with  precious  Jlones-,  fo  does 
Ceylon  +  ;  and  its  rubies,  topazes,  and  fepphires  in  particular  are  reckoned- 
.the  belt  in  the  Eaft  Indies.  I’aprobana  is  celebrated  for  its  great  fertility, 
.and  in  this  Ceylon  is  not  at  all  behind  it,  for  from  the  luxuriance  of  the 
foil,  they  have  five  'kinds  of  rice  which  ripen  one  after  another.  From 
.all  the  above  circumftances  fo  exaftly  tallying  with  each  other,  we  are  led 
to  conclude,  that  the  ifland  now  called  Ceylon,  was  the  famous  Taprabana  of 
the  antients. 
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the  fqtiadron  haves  Trinconomale,  and  arrives  at  Tort  St.  David  5  is  driven 
out  to  fea,  hut  returns  fafe  to  the  road. — the  Admiral  makes  an  excurflon 
to  Chilambaram. — Manner  of  travelling  in  India. — Defcription  of  the 
famous  Pagoda  at  Cbilambaram. — Mr.  Watfon  receives  his  Majefly's  com- 
miffion  appointing  him  Rear-admiral  of  the  Red. —  Mahomed- Ally,  Nabob 
of  Arcot,  arrives  in  the  neighbourhood  of  Fort  St.  David. — He  is  vifited 
by  the  admiral,  &c. — He  returns  the  admirals  vifit ;  the  manner  of  his 
reception  on  board  the  fleet.  —  Account  of  feme  particular  Indian  cujtoms 
on  that  occafton. — Account  of  the  land-wind ,  and  its  violent  ejfefts. 


THE  fquadron  having  fpent  near  three  weeks  at  Ceylon  in  wooding, 
watering,  and  cleaning,  on  the  10th  of  May ,  the  admiral,  commodore, 
and  all  the  captains  went  on  Ihore  to  take  leave  of  the  governor ;  and  the 
next  morning,  we  failed  with  the  whole  fleet  from  trinconomale,  and 
on  the  14th  caft  anchor  in  Fort  St.  David’s  toad.  But  in  a  few  days 
after,  we  began  to  be  fenfible  that  our  anxiety  for  leaving  trin¬ 
conomale  in  order  to  return  again  upon  the  coaft,  (the  fcene  of  aftion)  had 
occafioned  us  to  be  there  too  fo on  ;  for  unluckily  the  monfoon  did  not 
change  till  after  our  arrival;  and  when  it  did,  it  blew  with  fo  much 
violence*  that  we  loon  defpaired  of  riding  out  the  florin.  Therefore, 
on  the  24th  of  May  all  the  fbips  were  obliged  to  put  to  fea,  but  returned 
again  to  St.  David’s  road  on  the  31ft,  without  having  received  any  material 
damage  *.  ■ 


■*  TheS.W.  monfoon  is  commonly  called  the  Huh  mmfim,  becaufe  the  llorms  attending 
it,  are  not  in  general  So  Severe,  as  rhofein  the  autumn  feafon  ;  but  ever  fince  the  deftruftioa 
of  part  of  Admiral  Bo/eanven’ s  fquadron,  which  happened  at  this  time  of  the  y*ar,  the  Englijh 
cannot  be  too  ^earful  of  its  confequences. 

The  following  copy  of  a  letter  to  me,  though  of  an  old  date,  from  Lieutenant  Jams 
Jims  of  the  navy,  (now  commander  of  his  majedy’s  fnip  the  Montreal)  cannot  be  unacceptable 
to  the  reader,  as  it  is  pertinent  to  the  fubjeft  of  this  vernal  monfoon,  and  as  it  contains 
the  only  particular  and  authentic  account  that  ever  was  publifhed  of  the  Iofs  of  his  ma- 
jedy’s  fhip  the  Namur  of  74  guns,  and  upwards  of  500  choice  feamen,  who  periihe.d  on  this 
occafion  :  M r.  Jim’s  probityas  a  man,  and  courage  and  ability  as  a  fea  officer,  are  well  known 
both  in  England  and  the  Eajl  India. 
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'  The  Admiral,  -Commodore  Pocock,  and  Captain  Knowler,  happened  to 
be  on  Ihore  at  the  time  the  gale  came  on,  and  during  the  whole  of  its 
continuance,  were  much  more  agreeably  engaged  in  a  little  excurfion  they 
made  to  Deve-Coiah,  and  the  famous  Pagoda  of  Cbilambaram.  1  hey  were 
accompanied  by  Lieutenant  Carnac ,  Mr.  Doidge  the  Admiral’s  iecretary, 
and  Mr.  Coble,  who  gave  me  the  following  agreeable  relation  of  their  tour. 


«  Our  retinue  confided  of  two  lets  of  Palanquin-boys  for  each  perfon  ; 
Dttbajh-boys ,  20  Peons,  a  great  number  of  Ccohys  to  carry  the  tent-baggage, 

tables, 


melancholy  fccne  now  prefented  itfelf.  The  (hrieking,  cries,  lamentations,  raving,  defpair* 
'of  above  five  hundred  poor  wretches  verging  on  the  brink  of  eternity  1 

I  had  prefence  of  mind  however  to  confider,  that  the  God  Att-mighiy  was  alfo^the  God  All- 
toereiful,  with  the  comfortable  refie&ion  and  hope,  that  I  had  ever  put  my  whole  truft  in  him-. 
I  then  made  a  fhort  prayer  for  his  protection,  and  jumped,  over-board.  The  water  at  that 
tjme  was  up  to  the  gratings  on  the  poop,  from  whence  T  leaped.  The  firft  thing  I  grafped 
was  a  capilan-bar:  from  which,  in  company  with  feven  more,  I  got  to  the  David,  but  in 


lefs  than  an  hour,  I  had  the  melancholy  fight  to  fee  them  all  waftied  away,  and  myfelfi 
remained  alone  upon  it,  almoll  fpent.  I  had  now  been  above  two  hours  ia  the  water,  when, 
to  my  unfpeakable  joy,  I  faw  a  large  raft  with  a  great  many  men/driving  towards  mej 
when  it  came  near,  I  quitted  the  David,  and  with  much  difficulty  fwam  to,  and  by'lhfr 
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tables,  (tools,  liquors,  and  provifions  •,  one  or  two  Hircars  *,  one  Havildah  f,  1 755. 
and  a  company  of  Sepoys,  by  way  of  body-guard.  So  that  our  whole  /— 
train  confifted  of  near  200  perfons.  The  fir£t  night  we  reached  Porto- 
Novo,  where  we  encamped.  The  next  day  we  got  to  Deve-Cotab.  Mr. 

Hopkins  the  chief,  having  received  fome  previous  notice  of  our  coming, 
met  us  upon  the  road  with  another  company  of  Sepoys  ;  and  becaufe  the 
weather  was  fo  bad  as  to  prevent  our  proceeding  in  our  journey,  he 
entertained  us  for  three  days  at  his  own  houfe  in  the  molt  friendly 


Deve-Cotab  is  a  fmall  fettlement  belonging  to  the  Englijh  Eafi  India 
company,  and  was  taken  from  the  king  of  I’anjour  by  Major  Lawrence 
in  the  year  1749.  ‘s  Jj>ut  weakly  fortified;  and  indeed  the  only  rea- 
fon  that  induces  them  to  hold  it,  is,  becaufe  it  is  a  fort  of  key  to  all 
the  Tanjour  country.  Here  we  continued  till  the  weather  became  more 
favourable,  when  we  again  fet  out  upon  our  journey,  and  having  croffed 
one  branch  of  the  Coleroon,  we  on  the  fame  night  reached  a  Cboltre 
within  a  few  miles  of  that  river.  A  Cboltre  is  not  much  unlike  a  large 
■fummer-houfe,  and  in  general  is  little  more  than  a  bare  covering  from  the 
inclemency  of  the  weather.  Some  few  indeed  are  more  fpacious,  and  are 
alio  endowed  with  a  falary  to  fupport  a  fervant  or  two,  whole  bufinefs 
is  to  furnifh  all  paffengers  with  a  certain  quantity  of  rice  and  freih  water. 
They  are  all  of  them  built  at  the  expence  of  private  perfons ;  for  as  it  is  a 
fundamental  law  in  this  country,  that  every  individual  (hall  do  lomething 
towards  the  benefit  of  the  whole  community,  fo  they  are  fure  exactly  to 
fulfil  it,  according  to  their  reipefrive  abilities.  One  man  therefore  plants 
a  tope  or  grove,  a  fecond  digs  a  tank  or  large  pond,  another  repairs  a 
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mad,  whiift  a  fourth  builds  a  choltre ,  or  perhaps  a  pagoda-.  THefe  ftruc- 
tures  are  ever  afterwards  looked  upon  as  the  property  of  the  public,  and 
the  founder  of  either  of  them  is  as  much  cried  up  in  this  country  for  his 
humanity  and  munificence,  as  any  perfon  in  England  is  for  eredting  an- 
hofpital  or  an  infirmary. 

The  method  of  travelling  in  this  part  of  the  world  is  very  lingular,  and' 
therefore  worthy  of  notice. 

As  the  roads  are  not  furnilhed  with  inns,  you  are  obliged  to  carry 
HJofi  of  your  provifions  with  you,  and  all  the  implements  to  drefs  it.  To 
your  Cooleys  or  fervants,  whom  you  hire  for  this  purpofe,  you  pay  fo- 
much  by  the  day,  and  they  find  rhemfelves  in  victuals.  Their  chief  food 
is  rice,  and  their  drink  toddy ,  both  of  which  are  eafily  to  be  procured  in 
any  part  of  the  country,  and.  at  a  reafbnabie  price.  The  Cooleys.  are  very 
extraordinary  fellows  for  bearing  fatigue ;  and  are  very  little  impatient  either 
of  hunger  or  third.  Their  common  rate  of  travelling  is  four  miles  an 
hour,  and  I  have  known  them  walk  four-and-twenty  hours  without  once 
breaking  their  faft.  As  people  in  this  part  of  the  world  always  travel  in 
large  companies,  it  feldom  happens  .that  the  whole  caravan  arrives  at  the1 
place  of  detonation  at  the-  fame  time.  It  is  the  cuftorn  therefore  for  thofe 
who  get  in  firft,  to  make  the  heceffary  preparations  for  the  reception  of 
fuch  who  are  behind.  The  making  a  fire  for  dreffing  the  victuals,  is. 
always  the  firft  thing  done,  for  which  purpofe  fome  are  immediately  fent 
out  to  pick  up  flicks,  whilft,  others  are  as  neceffarily  employed  in  mixing, 
the  ingredients  for  making  punch,  &c. 

One  of  the  greateft  inconveniencies  attending  a  traveller,  is  the  difficulty 
ef  his  getting  a  draught  of  water  from  any  of  the  natives,  fhould  he  chance 
»o  go  on.  fafter  than  the  Cooleys  who  carry  his  utenfils.  Among  the  higher 
softs,  I  have  known  their  fuperftidon  carried  fo  far  in  this  refpedt,  as  to 
infift  on  all  Europeans  lying  upon  their  backs,  While  the  water  is  poured 
•  into  their  mouths,,  left  they  fhould  defile  the  veffel  by  the  touch  of  either 
their  hands  or  lips.  Upon  the  whole,  though  the  method  of  travelling 
in  India  is  not  a  little  inconvenient  to  ftrangers ;.  yet  it  muft  be  owned,, 
that  the  many  ridiculous.  Ihifts  they  are  neceffarily  put  to,,  and  the  feveral 
laughable  occurrences  which  happen  upon  fuch  occafions,  more  than  com- 
penfate  for  the  kffs  of  better  accommodations. 

After  having  paffed  a  very  merry  evening  at  this  cMtre,  oy:ry  man  be¬ 
took  himfelf  to  his  palanquin  as  a  bed,  while  all  our  attendant  Dept  around: 
us.  And  it  muft  be  confeffed,  that  except  when  they  have  drank  too, 
’deeply  of  the  fermented  toddy,  or.fttipiffed  their  brain  with  bang  and  beetel- 
*ut,  thefe  fellows  are  very  vigilant,  and  will  wake  with  the  leaft  noife  or 
difturbance.  Next  morning  before  fun-rife,  we  refutned  our  march,  and 
went  on.  without  any  impediment  till  we  got  to  another  branch  of  the? 
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Cckreon.i  which  was  fo  much  fwelled  by  the  late  rains,  that  for  the  prefent 
it  was  judged  impalfable.  We  were  now  within  little  more  than  gun-fhot 
of  Chilamharam,  and  therefore  were  very  unwilling  to  turn-  back,  after 
having  taken  fo  much  pains.  Our  llarcar  prefently  relieved  us  from  our 
"  anxiety,  by  alluring  us,  that  we  Ihould  be  able  to  ford  the  ftream  in  lefs 
than  two  hours,  for  he  well  knew  that  the  tide  had  a  great  influence  on 
this  river,  and  he  added,  that  it  was  now  on  the  ebb.  This  intelligence 
gave  us  all  great  pleafure;  therefore  we  made  no  difficulty  of  putting  into 
the  next  choltre,  and  there  with  great  content  we  fat  down  to  breakfaft. 
During  our  flay  at  this  cholire ,  we  had  leifure  to  examine  the  feveral 
travellers,  who  had  pofleffion  of  it  before  our  arrival.  They  chiefly  con¬ 
fided  of  thofe  remarkable  pilgrims,  who  come  f  rom  the  kingdom  of  Bengal, 
and  carry  about  with  them  velfels  filled  with  the  water  of  the  Ganges,  which 
is  faid  to  have  been  confecrated  by  the  ancient  Brachmans,  and  at  this, 
time  is  fuppofed  to  perform,  many  miraculous  cures.  What  truth  there  is 
in  it,  I  cannot  pretend  to  fay;  but  this  is  certain,  that  almoft  the  whole 
life  of  thefe  poor  creatures  is  fpent  in  this  kind  of  pilgrimage,  and  there 
are  many  families  in  Bengal,  whole  foie  dependence  is  the  carrying  about 
this  facred  water  to  the  feveral  Brahmins  in  the  fouthern  part  of  India,  who. 
again  difpofe  of  it  among  their  refpedtive  tdifciples.  It  is  a  common  faying, 
that  there  are  cheats  in  all  profeffions ;  and  for  fome  time  we  had  reafon 
to  fufpeft  it  here.  For  upon  our  offering  a  large  fum  of  money  for 
'one  of  their  veiTels,  a  certain  old  woman  in  the  company  began  to  liften 
to  the  propofol,  and  looked  rather  with  a  wilhful  eye  upon  the  gold  which 
we  held  in  our  hands.  On  this  a  general  clamour  and  uproar  arofe  among 
the  reft,  which  had  fuch  an  effedt  upon  the  old  woman,  that,  whatever 
her  intention  might  have  been,  Ihe  burft  into  a  flood  of  tears,  which  put 
an  end  to  our  offering  her  any  farther  temptation. 

In  about  two  hours  we  plainly  perceived  that  the  ebb  was  made ;  and 
feeing  at  the  fame  time  an  herdfman  with  a  drove  of  cattle  paffing  over, 
we  were  induced  to  try  the  fame  experiment,  and  fucceeded  in  it  without 
any  difficulty. 

We  had  no  fooner  got  into  the  town  of  Chilamharam,  but  Mr.  Carnac 
fat  down  on  the  bank  of  the  river,  and  wrote  a  letter  to  Monf.  Ville  Noye 
the  commandant,  refiding  at  this  famous  pagoda,  acquainting  him  with 
Mr.  Watfon’s  arrival,  and  that  the  whole  party  were  defirous  of  making 
him  a  vifit.  To  which  he  immediately  returned  an  anfwer,.that  “  We  did 
him  a  grea^deal  of  honour,  and  hoped  that  we  would  come  in  fans  cere - 
monie."  Monf.  Fills  Nove  was. only  a  lieutenant  in  the  French  ferviee,  but 
a  very  genteel,  well  bred  man.  He  entertained  us  with  all  the  politenefs. 
of  his  country.  After  dinner  we  drank  their  Britannic  and  Mafi  Chrijlian- 
Majefty’s  health’s,  good  fuccefs  to  each  of  our  Eajl  India  companies  a  flairs 
and  the  ladies  at  Madrafs  ind  Pondicherry,  Out  flay  here  was  not  above 
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five  hours,  rather  too  fh'ort  to  make  any  remarks  upon  the  place  ;  but  what' 

I  remember  I  will  briefly  let  down. 

Chihmbaram  Pagoda  is  one  of  the  largeft  in  all  India.  It  was  once  in 
the  pofleffion  of  the  Englijh ,  who  negledting  it  too  much,  entrufted  the 
-defence  of  it  to  only  a  ferjeant  and  twelve  men.  The  French  taking 
advantage  of  this,  made  a  i'udden  attack  upon  it,  and  took  it  with  great 
cafe.  Its  walls  and  gateways  are  ftrong  and  well-built.  On  the  third 
inner  wall  are  four  fubftantial  towers,  curioufl y  wrought  with  figures  of 
gods  and  pagcds,  and  very  much  relembling  the  weft:  end  of  our  cathedrals. 
In  the  middle  court  or  fquare  is  a  very  large  tank  of  water,  which  is  com-’ 
mon  in  this  country,  and  is  ufed  for  bodily  purification.  It  has  a  great 
number  of  little  pagodas  or  chapels  round  it.  The  paintings  are  buc 
indifferent,  and  conlift  of  Arrange  prepofterous  figures.  Towards  the  upper 
end,  there  is  a  dark  repofitory,  where  they  keep  their  Swamme,  that  is 
their  chief  god.  The  French  indulge  the  Indians  with  full  liberty  of  com¬ 
ing  hither  to  perform  the  duties  of  their  religion,  and  never  in  the  leaft 
interrupt  them.  This  indulgence,  by  the  bye,  brings  in  no  fmall  gain  to 
the  craftsmen;  for  as  this  place  is  a  kind  of  Mecca ,  where  all  perfons 
are  obliged  once  in  their  lives  to  come  and  pay  their  devotions,  i'o  the  pil¬ 
grims  are  always  making  the  French  confiderable  p'refents  for  granting  •them, 
this  toleration.  However,  the  prefen t  grand  remains  of  the  pagoda  at  Chil-' 
ambaram ,  are  very  well  worth  a  traveller’s  obfervation,  as  they  convey  to 
the  mind  a  very  clear  and  diftinft  idea  of  its  former  magnificence.” 

Not  many  weeks  after  Mr.  Watford ■&  return  from  his  excurfion  to  Chilam- 
baram,  he  had  the  fatisfabtion  to  receive  his  majefty’s  commiffion,  promoting 
him  to  the  rank  of  Rear-admiral  of  the  Red,  and  he  accordingly  hoifted  the  ■ 
red  flag  at  the  mizen-top-maft  head  :  and  at  the  fame  time  Mr.  Pocock  (to 
the  very  .great  pleafure  of  the  admiral,  and  of  every  other  gentleman  of 
the  fquadron)  hoifted  the  white  flag  on  the  fame  maft-head  on  board  the 
Cumberland.  The  promotion  of  thefe  two  gallant  officers  gave  great 
fatisfaflion  not  only  to  the  officers  in  the  marine  department,  but  to  thofe  • 
of  the  king’s  troops,  and  the  company’s  land  forces,  to  all  of  whom  our 
two  admirals  had  carried  themfelves  with  fo  much  affability  and  politenefs, 
that  they  flood  very  high  in  their  affe&ion  and  efteem.  Such  an  harmony 
and  good  underftanding  prevailed  among  the  feveral  branches  of  military 
gentlemen  in  this  part  of  the  world,  as  promifed  the  fureft  hopes  of  fuccefs, 
fhould  an  opportunity  offer  of  attacking  the  enemy. 

Whilft  our  fquadron  lay  at  Fort  St.  David,  Marcmeo-At.ly*  of 

Jrcot  (in  whofe  intereft  we  were  engaged)  arrived  in  that  neighbourhood.  • 
As  foon  as  he  drew  near  the.  boundaries.  Colonel  Adlercron,.  with  a  captain’s 
guard,  immediately  waited  upon  him;  as  did  the  fame . day  Mr.  Starke, 
the  deputy  governor  of  St.  David,  and.  his  whole  council.  ..The  .next 
morning  the  admirals  Watfon  and  Pocock,  with  the  feveral  captains,  lieu¬ 
tenants, 
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•  tenants,  and  midlhipmen  of  the  fquadron,  made  him  a  vifit;  Admiral  1755.' 
Watfon  having  firft  given  him  notice  of  their  intention,  and  the  Nabob  in  ' — v — ■ 
return  fending  word  that  he  was  ready  to  receive  them.  The  ceremonial 
-  oblerved  upon  this  occafion,  was,  the  admirals,  captains,  and  lieutenants 
were  carried  in  palanquins  two  and  two  a-breait.  The  number  of  midfhip- 
men  indeed  was  fo  great,  that  no  palanquins  could  be  got  for  them ;  they 
therefore  walked  on  foot,  four  and  four.a-breaft,  at  the  head  of  the  ■palan¬ 
quins. ,  dreffed  in  their  uniforms,  and  with  their  fwords.  The  admiral’s 
iecretary,  chaplain,  and  a  few  other  ftaff-officers  of  the  fquadron,  clofed 
the  proceflion.  At  their  coming  within  a  fmall  diftance  of  the  Nabob’s 
camp,  they  were  met  by  his  captain-general,  who  was  fent  out  in  compli¬ 
ment  to  the  admiral,  and  who  prefently  conduced  him  to  the  Nabob’s  tent; 
at  the  entrance  of  which  he  flood,  and  received  Mr.  Watfon  with  .great 
politenefs,  embracing  him  at  the  fame  time  in  his  arms.  The  admiral 
immediately  prefented  to  him  his  brother  officer  Mr.  Poccck,  and  after  him, 
the  captains,  lieutenants,  and  midihipmen,  acquainting  the  Nabob,  as  he 
received  them  feverally  to 'his  embraces,  in  what  charadters  they  flood. 

■When  this  firft  ceremony  was  over,  the  Nabob  (hewed  them  the  feveral 
apartments  of  his  tent.  He  placed  Admiral  Watfon  on  a  wool-pack, 
which  made  his  feat  fomewhat  more  railed  than  the  reft.  At  Mr.  Watfon' s 
left  hand  Mr.  Pocock-  was  feated ;  and  to  the  left  of  him  the  captains,  lieu¬ 
tenants,  &c.  .  On  the  admiral’s  right  hand,  the  Nabob  placed  himfelf,  and 
next  him  were  ranged  in  order  the  feveral  officers  of  his  court. 

The  Nabob  was  between  thirty  and  forty  years  of  age,  and  of  a  middle 
■  ftature,  His  complexion  was  much  lighter  than  that  of  the  common 
.  Indian.  His  drefs  was  entirely  white,  and  confided  of  a  long  robe  or  veft- 
ment  which  .reached  down  to  his  heels.  His  turban  was  alfo  white,  and 
quite  plain.  In  (hort,  he  had  no  other  mark  of  diftinftion  about  him,  but 
that  of  a  truly  majeftic  countenance,  tempered  with  a  great  deal  of  plea- 
fantnefs  and  good-nature.  The  admiral  (by  means  of  an  interpreter)  con- 
.  gratulated  the  Nabob  on  his  feeing  him  in  fuch  good  health,  and  allured  him 
-that  he  was  particularly  happy  in  having  this  opportunity  of  paying,  him 
perfonally  thofe  marks  of  friendlbip  and  efteem  which  he  had  long  enter¬ 
tained  for  him,  on  account  of  his  excellent  charafter.  To  this  compliment 
of  the  admiral’s,  the  Nabob  made  a  very  handfome  reply.  Mr.  W atfon  after¬ 
wards  rejoined,  that  “  he  was  extremely  concerned  for  the  calamities  which 
the  Nabob’s  country  had  experienced  in  the  late  war;  but  he  hoped  better 
times  were  now  coming  on,  which  would  more  than  compenfate  for  all  paft 
misfortunes.”  The  Nabob  in  the  eaftem  {tile  replied,  “  It  is  true,  fir,  that  I 
have  fufift-ed  much,  but  the  remembrance  of  thofe  troubles  is  no  more; 
the  heavens  have  made  me  ample  amends  for  all  thofe  misfortunes  in  the 
honour  I  receive  from  your  vifit,”  Mr .  JPatfm,  with  a  heart  full  of  honefty, 
and  widi  a  countenance  which  fpoke  the  fincerity  of  his  foul-,  allured  him,  that 
“  the  thing  lie  molt  paffionately  wifhed  for,  was  an  occafion  to  do  him 
fervice;  and  that  it  was  principally  for  this  purpofe,  the  king  his  matter 
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had  fent  him  with  his  fquadron  into  the  Indian  leas.”  The  Nabob  appeared 
greatly  plealed  with  the  franknefs  of  this  declaration,  and  immediately 
.turning  to  rhe  federal  officers  of  his  court,  he  repeated  to  them  the  admi¬ 
ral’s  words,  and  they  too,  upon  hearing  them,  did  not  fail  to  participate 
.-in  the  joy  of  their  mailer. 

The  Nabob ,  upon  this  occafion,  ordered  a  rich  perfume  of  what  is  called 
the  Oto  of  rofes  to  be  brought  to  him,  a  few  drops  of  which,  he  put  into 
his  hand,  and  having  himfelf  opened  the  bofom  of  Mr.  Watfon'%  ffiirt,  he 
rubbed  the  fame  over  the  admiral’s  breaft.  This  was  intended  as  the 
high  eft  honour  he  could  confer  upon  him.  He  afterwards  did  rhe  fame  to 
Admiral  Boeock  ;  and  his  Bukhjhi,  or  treafurer,  performed  the  like  ceremony 
on  all  the  other  officers  :  Beetel-nut  and  chunam  were  then  molt  plentifully 
diftributed,  and  (bowers  of  rofe-water  fell  upon  all.  Mahomed-Ally  then 
folicited  Mr.  Watfon  to  give  him  leave  to  make  him  a  prefent,  which  the 
latter  nobly  declined,  repeating  to  him,  that  “  the  king  of  Great  Britain 
had  fent  him  thither  to  do  the  Nabob  fervice,  and  to  fecure  to  him  his 
country  from,  the  attacks  of  all  his  enemies;  which  commiffion  he  would 
..always  execute  with  fidelity,  but  could  never  think  of  diftreffing  him  by 
accepting  prefents,  which  he  very  well  knew  in  the  prefent  circumftances 
of  things  could  be  but  ill  fpared.”  He  concluded,  with  “  defiring  him 
always  to  look .  upon  him  as  his  fincere  well-wilher,  who  would  be  glad  to 
ffiew  him  thofe  real  marks  of  friendship  which  his  king  and  countrymen 
had  far  him,  and  of  the  attention  which  they  paid  to  his  interefts.” 
The  Nabob  appeared,  extremely  furprized  at  this  uncommon  drain  of 
generofity  in  the  admiral,  though  at  the  fame  -time  he  could  not  be  dif- 
pleafed  with  it.  They  parted  foon  after,  exchanging  a  more  familiar  embrace, 
than  what  they  had  given  each  other  at  their  firft  meeting.  Mr.  Watjm 
returned  to  the  fort  with  his  whole  company,  which  confided  of  about  an 
hundred  perfons,  and  all  had  the  honour  of  dining  with  him. 

The  day  following,  Captain  Haflup,  a  brave  and  experienced  officer,  and 
commandant  of  his  majefty’s  artillery,  waited  upon  the  Nabob,  accompanied 
with  almoft  all  the  other  officers  in  that  department.  And-  they  all  met  with-a 
tnoft  gracious  reception.  The  Nabob  (boa  returned  ohefe  feveral-  complimen¬ 
tary  vifits,  paying  them  in  the  order  his  own  judgment  belt  dtre&ed  him  ; 
viz.  to  the  admirals,  colonel,  governor,  and  commanding  officer  "of  the 
train. 

In  the  vifit  which  he  made  to  the  two  admirals,  he  came  from  his  camp 
to  within  a  fmall  diftance  of  the  fort,  feated  on  the  back  of  aft  elephant. 
He  was  accompanied  by  two  moft  beautiful  boys,  his,  fons,  who  rode 
on  the  fame  animal,  and  whom  he  afterwards  introduced  to  the  admirals. 
Nine  other  Elephants  were  loaded  with  his  grandees,  domeftics,  and  band 
of  mufic.  His  train  confided  of  ten  or  twelve  camels,  befides  three  or 
four,  hundred  horfes,  five  or  fix  thoufand  Sepoys,  and  perhaps  ten  thoufand 
7  '  Cooleys 
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cooley.s  and  ftpecfators.  As  foon  as  he  came  near  the  fort,  he  alighted 
from  his  elephant,  and  then  got  into  his  palanquin ,  which  was  the  richeft 
I  ever  faw ;  the  Pinjeree,  bed  and-cufhions,  being  embroidered  and  inlaid 
with  gold.  The  admirals  met  him  at  the  entrance  of  the  fort,  and  as 
they  were  now  well  acquainted,  they  familiarly  embraced  him,  and  led  him 
up  the  flairs  into  the  great  room  defigned  for  his  reception ;  where  he  was 
placed  between  them  on  a  feat,  covered  with  crimfon-velvet  cufhions, 
embroidered  with  gold.  One  very  -remarkable  -circumfta nee  happened 
on  this  occafion;  Mr.  Cobie ,  at  the  admiral’s  requeft,  had  put  on  his 
canonical  drefs,  and  the  Nabob  perceiving  that  he  was  uncommonly 
attired,  feemed  very  defirous  of  knowing  who  he  was.  Upon  being 
informed  that  he  was  the  admiral’s  chaplain,  he  made  him  a  fecond 
Jalaam,  and  defired  much  that  his  own  Faquier  *  might  be  introduced 
to  him;  who  entered  prefently  afterwards,  quite  in  the  apoftolic  habit. 
.He  had  a  kind  of  white  cloth  that  went  round  his  loins,  and  another  of  a 
coarfer  fort  flung  carelefsly  over  one  fhoulder.  He  had  no  turban,  and  his 
hair  was  tied  in  a  knot  behind,  while  his  beard  hung  down  almoft  to  his 
middle.  He  wore  a  fort  of  fandals  on  his  feet,  and  loofe  iron  chains  about 
his  legs.  But  exclufive  of  his  extraordinary  habit  and  appearance,  he  had 
fomething  very  wild  and  flaring 'in  his  looks ;  and  indeed  none  are  admitted 
into  this  particular  order,  without  having  manifefted  fome  degree  of  enthu- 
fiafm  and  madnefs.  The  two  holy  men  congratulated  each  other  on  their 
refpeftive  office,  and  then  Feated  tbemfelves  with  the  reft  of  the  company. 

- The  Nabob  was  faluted  by  the  guns  of  the  fort ;  and  all  the  officers  and 

troops  of  the  garrifon  were  under  arms  upon  the  occafion.  The  feveral 
fhips  of  the  fquadron  likewife  fired,  upon  a  certain  fignal  being  given 
to  them  from  the  fort.  The  Nabob  attentively  eyed  thefe  laft,  and  feemed 
much  pleated  with  the  view  of  them,  though  they  lay  at  their  anchors 
at  the  diftance  of  at  leaft  three  miles.  Mr .  IFatfon  gave  the  Nabob  an  invi¬ 
tation  to  go  on  Board  the  fquadron,  which  he  at  that  time  declined, 
by  reafon  (as  we  imagined)  of  the  furf  of  the  fea,  which  in  general 
is  very  rough  here.  He  defired  however,  that  the  curioBty  of  his  generals 
and  fome  other  of  his  grandees  -might  be  gratified  with  a  nearer  view  of 
the 1  fhips ;  accordingly,  attended  by  fome  of  our  officers,  they  went  on  , 
board  immediately.  While  they  were  vifiting  the  feveral  fhips  of  the 
fquadron,  the  Nabob  took  his  leave,  of  the  admirals,  and  directed  his 
■courfe  to  the  water-fide,  where  he  had  ordered  his  tents  to  be  pitched, 
tli at ‘he  might  the  more  conveniently  dine  f  there,  and  entertain  himfeif 


*  Taquier  at^Fdkir  in  th e  Arabian  tongue  fignifies  a  mendicant  monk.  This  is  a  par¬ 
ticular  prieftly  order,  of  a  mortifying  call,  who  make  a  vow  of  po.erty,  and ' live .  entirely 
on  the  charity  of  others.  ... 

+  The  hJian  cuftoms  differ  fo  much  from  Our’s  in  regard  to  eating,  that  it  was  impof- 
lible  for  the  admiral  to  ai£  the  Ne bah  to  dine  with  bint. 

I*  with 
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•with  the  fea  profpect.  After  dinner  he  returned  Colonel  Jdkrcroris  and' 
— the  governor’s  vifits,  and  the  next  day  that  of  captain  Hajlup.  _  When  his 
generals  and  other  grandees  returned  from  the  fleet,  they  gave  him  fo  pleaf- 
ing  an  account,  that  he  refolved  to  go  on  board  himfelf;  and  accordingly- 
having  fignified  his  defire  to  the’  admiral,  the  latter  appointed  the  next 
morning  for  attending  him  to  the.  Kent. 

The  Nabob  accordingly  came,  and  paffed  through  the  fweli  in  the  boat,, 
with  the  greateft  unconcern,  and  after  lie  got  on  board;  heard  the  Chip  falme 
him  without  any  furprize  or  emotion  at  the  noife,  Admiral  Watfon  led 
him  by  the  hand  to  every  part  of  the  vefiel.  .He  was  very  inquifuive,, 
and  made  many  pertinent  remarks  on  fo  vaft,  fo  curious,  and  wonderful- 
a  machine;  but  above  all  other  things,  the  lower  deck  battery,  which* 
confifted  of  28  guns,  carrying  bails  of  32  pounds,  ftruck  him  with  ado* 
liilhment :  the  admiral  perceiving  this,  ordered  the  gunner  to  exercife  a. 
few  of  the  cannon  as  in  the  time  of  an  engagement.  The  Nabob  appeared 
greatly  pleafed  with  this,  and  the  other  different  manoeuvres  within  the- 
ffiup;  and  afterwards  retiring  to  the  great  cabbin,  the  admiral  told  him,  he- 
would  now  give  him  a  view  of  a  man  of  war  under  fail,  and  accordingly 
threw  out  the1 1’yger’s  fignal  to  chace  to  windward.  Captain  Latham r 
having  had  previous  notice  of  the  admiral’s  intention,  immediately  flipped 
Iris  cable,  fet  his  fails,  and  Worked  to  windward;  and  as  he  paffed  the 
Kent's  (tern,  fainted  the  Nabob  with  his  cannon.  This  added  greatly  to- 
the  fatisfaftion  he  had  before  felt,  and  he  expreffed  himfelf  thoroughly 
fenfible  of  the  honour  that  had  been- done  him.  After  he  had  thus  .agree¬ 
ably  fpent  three  or  four  hours  on  board  the  Tear,  he  moved  for  going 
afhore.  Both  the  admirals  accompanied  him,  and  on  his- leaving  the  fhip„ 
the  whole  fquadron  fired  together.  The  yards  were  manned  at  the  fame 
time,  and  the  failors  gave  three  hearty  cheers.  This  general  acclamation- 
gave  the  Nabob  a  particular  pleafure,  and  he  ordered  the  interpreter  to- 
tell  the  admiral  it  was  “truly  war-like.”  The  admirals  waited  upon  the 
Nabob  to  his  tent,  where  they  parted,  after  exchanging  reciprocal  profeffions. 
of  friendlbip  and  efteem  for  each  other  *» 

Upon  the  admirals  being  firfl  introduced  to-  the  Nabob,  they  were  by- 
fome  perfons  given,  to  underftand,  that  it  would  be  expedited  they  fhould  fend- 
in  prefents,  and  pull  off  their  flioes  at  entering  his  tent..  Both  thefe  are  drift]  v 
and  truly  the.cufl.6ms  ofthe  Eafi,  and  from  the  earlieft  ages  have  prevailed 
among  the  oriental  nations and  the  Indians  always  infift  upon,  them  but  as; 
Mr.  Watfon  reprefented  his  Brittannic  majefty,  neither  of  thefe , ■humiliating 
ceremonies  was  fubmkted  to 'by  him  or  his  company.  The  prefenc  made 
upon  thefe  complimentary  crccafions  is  a  mere  trifle,  for  an  orange  or  lemon, 
never  fails  to  gain  admittance.  Two  or  three  Indian  gentlemen  corning: 
one  day  on  board  th«  Kent,  they,  agreeable 'to  this  cuftom,  prefented  every 

^  »  Soon  after  the  exchange  of  thefe  vifits,  the  author  wrote  an  account  of  them  to  a  friend 
.  ,  in  England  -,  an  im  jerfett  cogy  of  which  foon.  appeared  in  one  of.  the  monthly  magazines. 

■  officer 
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officer  on  the  quarter-deck  with  a  lime,  before  they  prefumed  to  look  into  1755. 
any  of  the  cabbins  or  apartments  of  the  (hip.  But  when  they  approach  ' — »v — 
a  great  perfon  for  a  favour,  it  is  ufual  to  bring  prefents  of  the  richeft  and 
moft  valuable  things  of  the  country:  thus  the  Magi  who  came  from  the 
eaft  to  vifit  our  Saviour,  it  is  faid  “  opened  their  treafures  and  prefented  to 
“  him  gifts,  gold  and  frankincenfe  and  myrrh.”  As  for  the  other  cuftom, 
the  pulling  off  the  (hoes  very  much  prevails  now  throughout  the  eaft, 
more  'particularly  when  .  the  Mahometans  enter  their  Mefqtus and  the 
Gentoos  their  Pagodas.  Probably  they  derived  this  cuftom  from  the  divine 
•command  given  unto  Mofes  in  the  3d  chapter  of  the'  book  of  Exodus  : 

“  Put  off  thy  (hoes  from  off  thy  feet,  for  the  place  whereon  thou  ftandeft 
“  is  holy  ground.”  Let  me  add,  that  in  this  country  we  fee  as  many 
flippers  and  fandals  at  the  doors  of  a  Pagoda ,  as  we  do  hats  hanging  up 
in  our  churches  :  and  your  Indian  fervants  never  even  enter  your  room  with 
their  Ihoes  on,  if  they  have  a  mind  to  (hew  inafter  any  refpedl. 

'There  ftill  remains  another  cuftom  which  comes  properly  to  be  noticed 
here,  and  which  is  very  common  in  this  country,  the  fending  for  a  fet  of 
women,  who  are  called  dancing  girls,  upon  every  joyful  occafion.  We 
engaged  a  fet  of  them  upon  the  day  the  Nabob  returned  Mr.  Watfo>f& 
vifit.  I  could  not  fee  any  thing  in  their  performance  worthy  of  notice. 

Their  movements  are  more  like  tumbling,  or  (hewing  poftures,  than  dancing. 

Their  drels  is  thin  and  light,  and  their  hair,  necks,  ears,  arms,  wrifts, 
fingers,  legs,  feet,  and  even  the  toes  are  covered  with  rings  of  gold  and  filver, 
made  after  aclumfy  manner.  They  wear  two  rings  in  their  nofes,  and  by  their 
flaring  looks  and  odd  gefticulations,  you  would  rather  fufpeft  them  to  be 
mad-women  than  morris-dancers.  The  band  of  mufic  that  attends  them  is 
not  lefs  fingular  in  its  way  :  it  is  chiefly  compofed  of  three  or  four  men,  who 
hold  two  pieces  of  bell-metal  in  their  hands,  with  which  they  make  an  incef- 
fant  noife  ;  another  man  beats  what  he  is  pleafed  to  call  a  drum  ■,  and  that 
they  may  not  want  vocal  mufic  to  complete  the  band,  there  are  always  two 
others  appointed  to  fing.  Thefe  laft  generally  lay  in  their  mouths  a  good 
loading  of  beetel-nut  before  they  begin,  which  after  having,  been  welk 
chewed,  tinges  the  faliva  with  fuch  a  rednefs,  that  a  ftranger  would  judge 
them  to  bleed  at  the  mouth  by  too  violent  an  exertion  of  their  voice. 

Thefe  gentry  are  called  Picky-Taw  boys,  from  the  two  words  Ticky  Taw  which 
they  continually  repeat,  and  which  they  chant  with  great  vehemence. 

The  dancing  girls  are  fometunes  made  ufe  of  in  their  religious  ceremonies ; 
as  when  the  priefts  bring  .forth,  the  images  of  their  gods  into  the  open  fields 
on  a  car  ornamented  with  lafeivious  figures,  thefe  girls  dance  before  the  images 
a  mid ft  a  great  crowd  of  people *  and  having  been  felefted  for  their  fuperior 
beauty,  are  very  profitable  to  their  mailers  the  priefts,  who  are  laid  to 

*  “  And  David  danced  before  the  Lord  with  all  his  might,  and  was  girded  with  a  Itmwn- 
“  ophod  :  fo  David  and  all  the  houfe  of  Ifrad  brought  up  the.  ark  of  the  Lord  with  to  outing, 

««  ami  with  the  found  of  the  trumpet.”  2  Sun;,  vi.14. 

La,  proftitute 
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x  755.  proftitute  them  to  alt  comers.  They  will  tell  you.  indeed  that  their  god 
— firft  debauched  them  upon  account  of  their  beauty,,  and  that  ever  after 
they  muft  remain  facred  to  the  church .. 

'  During  our  flay  this  time  at  Port  St..  David,  a.  very  melancholy  accident 
happened  to  fome  of  our  people,  for  the  Kenfs  boat  in  trying  to  get  over 
the  bar,  was  overfet  by  the  violence  of  the.  wind  and  furf,  and  a.  yo.ung 
■gentleman  who  was  a  midfhipman  and  relation  of  Admiral  Tocock’ s,  the  mafter- 
carpenter,  captain’s  clerk,  and  two  other  men,. were  unfortunately  drowned. 
'  This  misfortune  was  entirely  owing  to  their  making  ufe  of  their  own  boat, 

inftead  of  the  common  bar-boat,  which  is  much  better  calculated  for  this 
particular  purpofe. 

■  I  {hall  finilh  this  chapter  with  a  fhort  account  of  the  eaufe  and  violent 
effedts  of  the  land-wind,  which  in  the  foutliern  parts  of  India  blows  for 
.two  or  three  hours  in  the  morning  with. an  heat  that  is  almoft  intolerable. 
As  to  the  eaufe,  we  may  fpare  ourfelves  the  pains  of  enquiry,  if  we  only 
look  on  a  map  of  the  continent  of  lndiar  and  obferve,  what  a  vaft  tradt 
of  land  this  wind  comes,  over',  fome  hundred  miles  of  which  are  fand, 
which  neceffarily  muft  give  the  wind  every  burning  quality  long  before 
it  reaches  the  Coromandel  coaft.  That  this  is  the  grand  eaufe  of  this 
common  phenomenon,  is  very  manifeft  whenever  a  {bower  of  rain  falls 
at  the  time  this  land-wind  prevails ;  for  if  the  wind  in  its  way  towards  you,, 
chances  to  pafs  through  the  {bower,  you.  are  lure  to  find  the  air  agreeably 
cool,  .even  though  the  day  be  ever  fo  clear,  and'  the  fun  fhines  in  its  meri¬ 
dian  luftre ;  whereas  they  who  live  only  at  the  diftance  of  a  few  miles 
from  you,  but  out  of  the  direft  line  where  the  ftiower  paffed,  fhall  at  the 
fame  time  be  fainting  under  the  ufual  exceffive  heat.  Very  many  and 
great  inconveniencies  arife  from  thefe  winds.  It  is  affirmed  with  confidence, 
that  they  will  fnap  glafs,  if  too  much  expofed  to  them.  I  have  feen,  them, 
ftrip  off  the  fineering  from  a  cheft  of  drawers,  and  they  will  certainly  crack 
•and  chap  almoft  every  wood  that  is  not.  well  feafoned.  Another  great 
inconvenience  arifing  from  thefe  land-winds,  is  the  whirling  of  the  fand 
in  one’s  eyes:  the  air  is  fo  full  of  fand,  that  there  appears  a  perpetual 
ha-zinefs  the  whole  day  juft  above  the  horizon.  And  when  thefe  winds 
blow  with  more  than  ordinary  violence,  great  quantities  of  fand  may  be 
fwept  from  the  decks  of  the  fhips  riding  in  the  road,  though  near  three 
miles  from  the  land.  This  abundantly  convinced  me  of  the  truth  of  that 
furprizing  eireumftanee  mentioned  by  the  ancient  hiftorians,  of  whole 
armies  being  buried  under  the  mountains  o'f  fand,  which  are  fome  times 
raifed  by  thefe  winds  *. 

But  befides  the  inconveniencies  I  have  already  mentioned,  thefe  land- 
winds  have  another  quality  which  deferves  particular  notice;  and  that 

*  Ad  A'romonis  nobUiffimam  templum  expugnandum,  exercitum  mittit ;  <jui  tempeftatibus 
&  arenarum  molibus  opprellus,  iruenit,  Justini,  lib.  i.  caf.  ix„ 

4  *  is. 
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is,  the  baneful  effect  they  have  on  any  perfon  they  blow  upon,  whiFe  1755. 

he  is  fleeping.  The  coni'equence  of  this  is  always  dangerous,  as  it  feldom  ' - > — 

fails  to  bring  on  a  fit  of.  the  Barriers  f  (as  it  is  called  in  this  country), 
that  is,  a  total  deprivation  of  the  ufe  of  the  limbs,  which  the  patient  never 
gets  ,  the  better  of  till  he  returns  to  England;  or  is  braced  up  by  fome 
other  climate.  The  method  our  gentlemen  make  ufe  of  to  cool  their  . 
liquors,  is  to  wrap  a  wet  cloth  ,  round  the  bottle,  and  fet  it  in  the_  land-wind. 

And  what  is  very  remarkable,  it  will  cool  much  fooner  by  being  expofed 
thus  to  this  burning  wind,  than  if  you  take  the  fame  method,  and  iet.it, 
in  the  cold  fe@-breeze. . 

t  See.  Dr.  Lind’s  treadle  on  the  difeafes  incidental  to  Europeans  in  hot  eoontrioe. 
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attacked -by  an  enemy,  though  our  fquadron  was  on 
by  this  paffage  proceed  at  any  time  to  its  relief. 

We.  lay  zt.Mad.rafs  .till  the  10th  of  OElober,  when  wealfo  failed  for  Bombay, 
to  avoid  the  temped  which  was  to  be  expedit'd  on  the  change  of  the  monfoon, 
and  to  refit  our  (hips.  We  arrived  at  Bombay  the  nth  of  November,  and 
found  there  Lieutenant-colonel  Robert  Clive,  who  had  lately  landed  on  the 
ifland  with  three  companies  of  the  king’s  artillery  from  England.  He  was  fent 
out  with  a  defign  of  acting  in  conjunition  with  the  MaharaUas ,  againft  the 
French  in  the  Carnatic  and  Deccan  ;  but  finding  that  a  truce  had  been  agreed 
upon  with  that  nation,  and  perhaps  partly  excited  by  Mr.  James’s  late 
fucccfs,  it  was  judged  proper  by  Admiral  Walftn,  Mr.  Bourcbier  Gover¬ 
nor  of  Bombay,  Colonel  Clive,  he.  that  the  fea  and  land  forces  united 
with  th o.  MaharaUas  Ibould  attempt  the  deftroying  Angria’s  piratical  ftate, 
which  was  become  exceedingly  formidable,  troublefome,  and  dangerous, 
not  only  to  the  MaharaUas,  who  were  his  neighbours,  but  alfo  to  our 
Eaft  India  company,  and  the  whole  Malabar  coaft.  The  admiral  imme¬ 
diately  informed  Mr.  Bourcbier,  that  his  majefty’s  (hips  which  he  had. 
the  honour  to  command,  were  in  readinefs  to  proceed  on  the  intended 
expedition,  and  that  the  fooner  they  entered  cn  the  bufmefs  the  better-,  as 
the  careening  and  refitting  the  fquadron  would  be  a  work  of  time,  and 
more  proper  to  be  done  after,  than,  before,  fuch  an  undertaking.  But  the 
governor  not  having  been  able  to  fettle  every  thing  relative  to  the  co¬ 
operation  of  the  Maharqtta  forces,  and  thofe  of  the  Eaft  India  company  ;  or 
the  government  of  the  fortrefs  in  cafe  it  (hould  be  taken  ;  he  fent  Mr.  Watfon 
word,  that  ail  thefe  preliminaries  ought  to  be  adjufted  before  the  expedition 
took  place,  left  any  difpute  might  arife  afterwards ;  and  that  from  the  prel.enc 
complexion  of  our  allies,  he  apprehended  the  fettling  thefe  matters  would 
take  up  forne  time. 

Upon  receiving  this  intelligence,  the  admiral  thought  fit  to  alter  his  firft 
plan,  and  accordingly  ordered  the  whole  fquadron  to  fail  into  the.harbour 
to  careen.  But  while  the  careening  work  was  going  forwards,  the  admiral 
thought  proper  to  difpatob  Commodore  James  with  three  of  the  companies 
(hips  to  look  into  Geriah,  and  reconnoitre  the  harbour  and  fortifications ; 
this  gentleman’s  diligence  and  fuccefs  in  the  affair  cannot  better  be  exprefled 
than  in  his  own  words,  in  a  letter  he  fent  to  the  admiral  the  day  of  his 
return  from  Geriah. 

To  Charles  Watfon  Efq;  Rear-admiral  of  ■  the  Red  fquadron  of  his  majefty's 
fleet,  and  commander  in  chief  of  all  his  majefty’s  Jhips  and  vejfels  in  the 
Eaft  Indies,  and  of  the  marine  force  of  the  Eaft  India  company. 

SIR, 

I  Have  the  honour  to  inform  you,  that  I  arrived  off  Geriah ,  with  the- 
Proteftor,  Revenge,  and  Guardian  under  my  command,  on  the  morning 
of  the  14th  inftant;  where  I  faw  the  enemies  fleet,,  confining  of  3  three-rhaft 
1  -  grabs. 
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'5755-  grabs,  8  ketches  and  12  or  14  gallivats  m  the  harbour,  rigged  and  their 
-v — >  fails  bent,  with  one  three-maft  grab  having  only  her  lower  mafts  rigged. 
— I  flood  into  feven  fathom  water,  when  I  think  I  was  within  point  blank 
{hot  of  the  fort,  but  they  did  not  fire  at  us,— I  was  exceedingly  furprized 
at  finding  the  place  fo  widely  different  from  what  I  had  heard  it  repre- 
fented :  1  affure  you.  Sir,  it  is  not  to-  be  called  high,,  nor  in  my  opinion 
ftrong-,  it  is  indeed -a -large  mafs  of  buildings,  and  I  believe  the  walls  may 
be  thick,  but  that  part  of  the  works  which  fell  under  my  obfervation,  and 
■which  was  three  quarters  of  their  circumference,  is-quite  irregular,  with  round 
towers  and  long  curtains  in  the  eaftern  manner,  and  which  difcovered  only 
thirty-two  embrafures  below,  and  fifteen  above.  On  the  weft  fide  of  the 
harbour  is  a  fine  flat  table  land  oppofite  the  fort,,  and  I  think  within 
.gun  fhot,  but  I  am  fure  within  diftance  for  bombarding,  and  from  whence 
a  very  good  diverfion  might  be  made,  while  the  .principal  attack  is  carried 
on  by  the  fhips,  and  from  a  hill  to. the  fouthward  of  the  fort.  The  hill  is 
very  near  to,  and  full  as  high  as  the  fort,  for  when  we  were  at  a  confiderable 
diftance  it  bid  all  the  fort  except  the -top  of  one  houfe  and  the  -flag-ftaff: 
it  is  alfo  very  plain  from  our  depth  of  water,  that  the  fhips  can  go  near 
enough  for  battering,  and  coBfequently  for  throwing  fhells.  .  There  are 
alfo  three  fandy  bays  under  this  hill,  .without  any  furt  to  render  the  land¬ 
ing  difficult;  the  firft  two  are  rather  too  near  the  fort,  but-  the  third  is 
out  of  their  line  of  fire — The  water  is  deep  enough  for  the  fhips  to  cover  the 
defcent,  and  the  hill  fo  acceffible  as  to  make  the  getting  up  of  cannon,  &V. 
quite oafy  afterwards.  There  is  a  very  . large  town  betwixt  the  fort  and  this 
hill,  the  houfes  of  which  are  covered  with  Cajans,  and  which  the  inhabitants 
will  undoubtedly  abandon  and  deftroy  upon  our  landing,  and  then  fly  to  the 
fort  as  at  my  attack  of  Severndrmg-,  in  which  cafe,  great  numbers  mnfl:  be 
killed  by  the  fhells,  the  place  being  fo  crowded  and  populous  that  they  cannot 
fall  amifs,  and  many  upper  buildings  mud  of  courfe  be  knocked  down,  which 
willoccafion  great  diforder  and  confufion. — They  fent  out  no  boats  while 
I  was  off  the  place,  and  to  deceive  them,  I  caiifed  all  the  fails  to  be  furled 
a  little  before  dark,  and  made  .the  fignal  to  -anchor ;  after  which  I  ran 
out  of  fight  in  the  night,  fo  that  they  are  ignorant  whether  T proceeded 
to  the  northward  or  fouthward. — Several  of  the  Gdlhatsh&i  blue,  or  green, 
and  white  pendants  like  the  Portuguefe'  at  their  maft  heads,  and  one  of 
them  had  a  white  flag  with  a  red  crofs  in  the  middle,  which  they  hauled 
down  when  I  drew  near. — Nothing  remarkable  has  happened  in  this  cruife-, 
the  Maharatta  fleet  was  at  Severndroog:  on  my  going  down  ;  and  coming 

up. - 1  fhall  be  happy  to  wait  upon  you  to  relate  farther  particulars*. 

and  have  the  honour  to  be, 

$  .1  R,  ■■ 

Tour  mo  ft  humble 

and  obedient  fervant,  . 

W.  JAMES.  . 


. Protector,  off  Bombay, 
at  Dec.  1755. 


About 
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About  ten  days  after  Mr.  James's  return,  it  being  rumour’d  that  Angria, 
alarm’d  at  the  great  preparations  to  attack  him,  had  in  a  fit 'of  defpondency 
refolded  to  invite  the  Portuguese  to  take  poffeffion  of  Geriab,  and  to  hoift 
the  flag  of  that  nation  in  rite  fortrefs,  the  admiral  fent  alfo  his  own  firft 
lieutenant,  Sir  William  Hemet  Baronet,  and  who  was  a  good  draughtfman, 
in  the  Revenge  frigate  before  Geriab,  to  obferve  whether  any  alteration  had’ 
taken  place  there,  and  with  orders  to  after  tain  as  near  as  poffible  the  exaft 
ftate  of  the  harbour  and  the  fort.  Tullagee  Angria,  on  feeing  the  Revenge 
come  to  an  .anchor  in  the  very  mouth  of  his  harbour,  and  her  boat  found¬ 
ing  all  round  it,  gave  orders  to  the  commanders  of  his  grabs  and  gallivats,- 
fome  of  which  he  filled  with  combuftible  matter,  to  pufh  out,  and  burn 
Sir  William  Hemet's  veffel,  to  punilh  him  (as  he  termed  it)  for  his  in- 
i'olence.  His  intentions  however  were  entirely  fruftrated  by  Sir  William's 
judicious  and  fpeedy  manner  of  executing  the  bufinefs  he  was  fent  upon. 

The  heaving  down  and  refitting  the  feveral  (hips  of  the  fquadron, 
engaged  all  our  attention  for  fome  time,  and  this  important  affair  was 
attended  with  many  unforefeen  difficulties :  for  on  our  endeavouring  to 
heave  down  the  Kent,  her  careening  tackle  broke,  fo  that  fire  righted  fud- 
denly  before  Ihe  was  keel  out.  In  a  few  days  afterwards  we  made  the 
fame  experiment  again,  but  then  her  main-maft  gave  way.  This  was 
attended  with  great  concern  and  vexation,  and  fuch  as  would  have  been 
without  refource,  had  there  not  been  another  ftick  in  the  company’s. marine 
yard,  which,  after  a  whole  month’s  incefiant  labour  upon  it,  furnifhed  us 
with  another  main-maft.  The  Cumberland  had  been  fo  very  leaky  for  a 
long  time,  it  was  judged  expedient  to  bring  her  on  the  (bore,  to  fearch  out 
and  repair  the  deleft.  This  was  accordingly  attempted  the  firft  Ipring-tide, 
but  as  (he  could  not  be  made  to  heel  fufficiently  at  that  time,  fire  was 
brought  off  again  the  next  tide,  and  foon  after  happily  hove  down  by  the 
Kent.  The  defeft,  which  had  been  fo  long  complained  of,  proved  to  be  in 
her  garboard  ftrake,  and  was  effectually  repaired  with  much  lefs  trouble  than 
was  at  firft  apprehended.  The  admiral,  anxious  to  have  all  his  drips  ready 
for  the  fea,  and  apprehenfive  that  another  accident  might  happen  fliopld 
he  attempt  again  to  heave  down  the  Kent,  by  .  the  advice  of  the  proper 
officers,  ordered  her  to  be  brought  to  heel  on  the  mud,  and  there  her 
bottom  was  cleaned  to  within  a  few  ftrakes  of  the  keel.  The  ‘lyger  and 
Salisbury  hove  down  by  each  other  without  the  leaft  accident,  and  the  Bridge- 
water  and  King's-fijher  floop  went  into  the  company’s  dock. 

All  things  being  at  laft  in  readinefs  for  putting  to  fa-,  a  council  was 
held,  at  Mr.  Watfon's  particular  defire,  between  the  lea  and  land  officers, 
both  of  his  inajelty’s  forces,  and  thofe  of  the  Eafi  India  company,  with  a 
view  of  obviating  any  difficulties  that  might  arile  in  regard  tb  the  proper 
diftribution  of  prize-money,  fliouid  the  intended  cxptdiiion  be  crowned 
with  fucccis..  It  was  fettled  at  this  council,  that  Admiral  Wi-fon,.  as  com¬ 
mander  in  chief  of  the  king’s  fquadron,  Ihould  have  two  thirds  c.f  one 
■eighth  of  the  whole;  and  Rear-admiral  Pocock,  one  tnird  of  one  eighth. 
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6.  Lieutenant-Colonel  Clive  and  Major  Chambers  were  to  /hare  equally  wicft 
— '  the  captains  of  the  king’s  fhips.  The  captains  of  the  company  s  flnps,. 
and  armed  velTels,  and  captains  of  the  army,  were  to  have  an  equal  mare 
with  the  lieutenants  of  the  men  of  war.  The  fubaltern  officers  of  the  army, 
and  lieutenants  of  the  company’s  armed  fhips  and  vefkls,  were  to*  have  the: 
fame  dtftributioD.  as  the  warrant-officers  of  the  navy,  £?r.. 

Thefe  articles  however  had  fcarcely  been  agreed  upon  in  council,  before 
Colonel  Clive,  who  commanded  in  chief  on  ihore,  paid  a  vifit  to  Mr.  Wat f on-, 
and  acquainted  him,  that  the  army  was  not  fatisfied  with  the  terms  on- 
which  lie,  as  their  commander  in  chief,  was  to  fhare;  and  that  to  make 
thofe  gentlemen  eafv,  who  were  to  ferve  under  him,  he  found  himidf 
under  the  difagreeable  neceffity  of  reraonftrating,  and  requiring  that,  as 
commander  of  the  army,  he  might  be  entitled- to  a  more  honourable-  di¬ 
vision.  The  argument  the  gentlemen  of  the  army  went  upon,  was,  that 
tho’  Mr.  Clive,  by  virtue  of  the  commiffion  he  bore  in  common  of  lieutenant- 
colonel,  could  claihi  but  an  equal  fhare  with  a  captain  in  the  nav'yj  yet  on- 
this  occafion,  being  commander  in  chief  of  the  army,  he  ought  certainly 
to  be  particularly,  -diftinguifhed,  and  be  admitted,  at  lead,  to  fhare  with- 
Mr.  Pocock,  the  iecond  fea-officer,  who  was  a  Rear  admiral.  Mr.  Watfon 
replied,  that  it  was  impoffible  for  him  to  make  any  alterations  in  the- 
articles  agreed  upon  in  council  neither  indeed  would  his  doing  it  be  at- 
all  confident  either  with  cuftom,  or  the  different  ranks  which  Admiral 
Pocock  and  Colonel  Clive  bore  in  the  refpetUve  fe.rvices :  He  told  the  colonel 
however,  that  to  fatisfy  the  wifhes  of  the  army,  which  in  the  prefen-t  fixa¬ 
tion  of  affairs,  he  deemed  to  be  a  point  of  the  utmoft  confequence,  he 
would  give  fecurity  under  his  own  hand,  to  make  good  the  deficiency,  our 
of  any  monies  he  himfelf  might  be  entitled  to,  fo  as  to  make  the  fhare  of  the 
commander  in  chief  of  the  army  and  that  of  Mr.  Pocock  exaftly  alike. 
The  colonel,  fenfibly  (truck  with  Mr.  Watfen' s  difintereftednefs,  anfwered, 
that  provided,  his  officers  were  iatisfied  with  the  propofal,  he  for  his  own 
part  fbould  come  into  it  with  great  chearfulnefs.  He  accordingly  took  the 
firft  opportunity  of  making  thofe  gentlemen  acquainted  with  the  admiral’s  de¬ 
claration,  who  were  fo  much'pleafed  therewith,  that  from  that  moment  all  dif- 
content  ceafed,  and  the  expedition  went  on  with  the  greatefl  unanimity,*.. 

The  troops,  confiding  of  about  700  Europeans,  300  Popaffes,  and  300 
Sepoys,  being  put  on  board  the  king’s,  and  company’s  fhips,  the  whole- 

*  After  the  redudlion  of  Garish,  and  the  money  taken  there  had  been  diffributed  according 
to  the  articles  agreed  upon  in  council,  it  was  found  that  a  conliderable  fum,  a  thoufand 
pounds  at  lead,  was  due  from  Admiral  Watfon  to  Colonel  Clive  upon  this  account.  The 
admiral  prefently  fent  this  film  with  his  compliments  to  the  colonel; ‘who  returned  it  in  the 

moil  polite  manner,  acquainting  the  admiral, at  the  fame  time,  that  al.tho’  for  the  good  of 
the  fervice,  he  had  found  it  neceifary  to  appear  to  accept  of  the  terms  he  had  fo  gene- 
rmlfly  offered  him,  yet  as  the  money  could  not  come  to  him  but  out  of-  the  admiral’s  private- 
purfe,  he  had  always  determined  with  himfelf,  and  now  an  opportunity  offered  for  him  to  de¬ 
clare,  that  he  could  not,  and  would  not  accept  of  it  by  any  means.  Thus  did  thefe  two  gallant 
officers  endeavour  to  outvie  each  other  in  mutual  proofs  of  difintereffednefs  and  generofity. 

4  flee;. 
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fleet  failed  from  Bombay  February  7th  1 756,  and  came  to  an  anchor  in 
Geriah  road  on  the  11th  following.  We  found  cruizing  off  the  place,  Cap¬ 
tain  Martin  with  his  majefty’s  Ihip  the  Bridgewater ,  and  King’s-fijher  floop-, 
and  the  ProteHor  and  two  20  gun  fhips  belonging  to  the  company,  which 
the  admiral  had  difpatcbed  in  January  to  block  up  the  port.  The  Maha- 
ratta  fleet  were  alfo  here,  coniifting  of  3  or  4  grabs ,  and  40  or  50  of  their 
fmaller  veffels,  or  gallivats.  They  lay  to  the  northward  of  Geriah ,  in  a 
creek  called  Rajapore,  the  fmall  fort  of  which,  they  had  taken  from  Anglia 
juft  before  our  arrival.  This  fleet  was  commanded  by  Nari-Punt. 
The  Maharattas  had  alfo  affembled  an  army,  confifting  of  about  5  or 
6000  horfe,  and  the  fame  number,  of  foot,  who  were  under  the  command 
of  Ramajee-Punt,  another  of  their  general-officers :  this  laft  came  on 
board  the  Kent  to  pay  his  refpefts  to  Admiral  Watfon  ;  fome  guns  were 
flred  on  the  occafion  ;  and  the  admiral,  to  -do  him  the  greater  honour,  con¬ 
ducted  him  in  perfon  to  the  feveral  parts  of  the  Ihip,  but  at  the  -fight  of 
its  batteries  he  appeared  .greatly  'aftonilhed. 

The  very  fame  day  we  arrived  before  Geriah.,  the  admiral  fummoned  the 
fort  to  furrender.  He  received  for  anfwer,  “  That  the  garrifon  were  well 
-apprized  of  the  force  he  brought  with  him  ;  but  if,  agreeable  to  the  lum¬ 
inous  he  had  fent,  he  was  refolved  to  be  matter  of  the  fort,  he  mutt  take  it 
by  force,  for  they  were  refolved  to  defend  themfelves  to  the  laft  extremity.” 
The  next  morning,  however,  feveral  of  Angria’ s  relations,  accompanied 
by  fome  officers  of  Ramajee-Punfs  army,  came  on  board,  in  order,  as  they 
pretended,  to  take  a  view  of  the  fquadron ;  but  their  real  bufinefs  was  to 
found  the  admiral  in  regard  to  his  final  determinations.  They  had  before 
-  waited  upon  the  Maharatta  general  on  the  fame  errand.  Mr.  Watfon  gave 
-orders  for  their  feeing  the  Ihip,  and  afterwards  told  them  to  acquaint  An- 
- gria ,  that  he  once  more  demanded  a  furrender  of  the  fort ;  and  that  if  he 
would  give  -it  up  peaceably  and  with  a  good  grace,  before  any  hoftilities 
■commenced,  he,  his  family  and  people  might  depend  upon  his  protection. 
In  reply  to  this  offer  of  the  admiral,  they  eafneftly  intreated  him  to  con¬ 
tinue  with  his  fhips  where  they  then  lay,  and  promifed  in  a  few  days  to 
.return  again  to  him  with  an  anfwer.  But  the  admiral,  having  been  fur- 
nifhed  with  demonftrative  proofs  from  the  obfervations  made  by  thofe  who 
had  reconnoitered  the  port,  and  by  Commodore  James’s  venturing  to  go 
one  night  in  the  Protector's  barge  fo  far  as  to  bring  the  flag-ftaff  to  bear 
S.  W.  which  is  within  the  fort,  where  he  found  not  lefs  than  three  and 
a  half  fathom  water,  (fufficient  depth  'for  the  large  ihips  to  go  in) ;  he  told 
them,  he  would  not  wait -one  moment,  but  on  that  very  day,  as  foon  as 
the  fea-breeze  would  permit,  he  was  determined  to  fail  into  the  harbour, 
and  there,  and  there  orily,  would  he  treat.  At  the  fame  time  he  gave  them 
his  word,  that  unkfs  the  fort  fired  firft  on  his  fhips,  while  they  were  under 
fail,  he  would  not  commence  hoftilities,  nor  before  he  had  received  an  anfwer 
from  Angria\  giving  them  to  underftand  however,  that  he  fhould  not  wait 
a  great  while  for  this  anfwer,  and  that  at  all  events  he  was  determined  r.o 
make  himfelf  matter  of  the  place.  And  as  an  -earneft  of  his  fixed  reiolu- 
M  .2  tion- 
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tion  in  this  laid  particular,  fee  ordered  that  .a  thirty-two  pound  ball  fhoulct 
be  put  into  their  hands,  which  he  defired-  them  to.  carry  as  a  .prefcnt  to- 
their  mailer,  and  then  diim-aTed  them. 

Between  one  and  two  o’clock  in  the  afternoon-,  the  fquadron  •  weighed, 
anchor,  and  flood  in  with  a  . light:  breeze,  in  tw.o  columns,  for  Geriah  fear- 
hour.  •  The  otitfide  column  rvas  led  by  the  King's-jfyber  -Hoop,  Captain  Henry 
Smith.*  The  Bridge-water,  Capt.ajn  Martin*  led  the  line  of -battle  lMps,  coa- 
fifting-of  •  the.  Tyger,  Qaptaia  •,  Kent,  Admiral  Watfen,  -  and  Captain 

Speke  j  -Cumberland,  Ad-miral  pottticki  and  .’Captain  John  Ham fan  ;  Salijhury , 
Captain  'Thomas  Knowkr-i  o-'aad  the  Rretihor,  Commodore  James.,  and 
Captain  Morgan,  a  fnip  of.44  ,-gtms  belonging  to  the  Eafi^  India  company. 
By  which  wife  difpofition,  according  to  the  orders  j*  which.,  the  admiral 
ilTued,  each  line  of  battle  ihip  covered  a  bomb-ketch ,  and  protected  the- 
column  of  imaller  veflels-from  the  fire  of  the  enemy.  Tire  Drake.,  Warren, 
Triumph,  Viper,  and  Difpatch  bomb-veftels,  were  under  the  diredtioh  of 
Captain  Tovey,  of  his  majefty’s  train  of  Artillery  ;  znd.t\\eMaharattagA~- 
Jivr.cs  and  other  frnali  veifels  formed  a  third  line  out  of  gun-Ihot. 

The  engagement  began  about  twq,  by  the  enemy  firing  on  the  King's*- 
fijher-,  which  Ihe  and  the  Revenge  foon  returned.  In  lefs  than  a  quarter:  of 
an  hour,  being  ftill  under  fail,  the  admiral  made  the  general  fignal  to 
engage.  Soon  after  that,  the  Revenge  anchored,  as  did  a-lfo  the  Kent,  and 
the  other  fli ips  of  the  fquadron.  But  the  Tyger  having  done  this,,  without  - 
the  admiral’s  perceiving  her  fignal,  for  he  had  ordered  each  fliip  to  make 
a  fignal  on  her  corning  to  ,  anchor,  the  Kent  fell  on  board  her,  carried 


*  On. the  death  of  Captain  Mighelm  17  ;;,  Admiral  Watfins  firft'lieutenaht,  Mr.  fahn.Har* 
rifin  fttcceeded  to  the  command  of  the  King 's'-jijber ;  but  on  Mr.  PincVs-  hoiking  his  flag, 
Captain  Harrifm  ivas  appointed  to  the.command  df  the  Cumberland  under  Admiral  Potttk,  and 
Mr.  Smith,  then  iirii  lieutenant  of ‘the  Kent,  focceeded  to  the  King'  s- fijher  Hoop. 


t  “  By  Charles  .Wiitfon,  Efq;  Rear-admiral  of  the  Red  fquadron  of  his  majefty’s  fleet,  and 
commander  in  chief  of  all  his  majefty’s  fhips  and  veifels  employed,  in  the  Bafi  Indies,  and 
of  the  marine  force  of  the  united  company  of  merchants  trading  to,  and  in-  theft  parts,. 

,  YOU  are  hereby  required  and  di'redted  to  obferve  the  following  form  in  failing  into:  the 
harbour  of  Geriah  t  • 


Khg’.-Jifier, 

Revenge,. 

Be, .-.buy  Grab. 

Guardian, 

Drake  Bomb-ketch. 

Warren  ditto. 

Triumph  ditto. 

Piper  d’tto. 

Difpatch  ditto. 

Each  ihip  is  required  to  keep  as  near  as  poffible,  bui 


another ;  and  when  the  fignal  is  made  to  anchor,  each  ihip 
Ur\-  ,  1  na  JCmg’s.ffoer  iloop,  and  the  (hips  aftern  of  her, 
and  do  their  utmoit  endeavour  to  aunoy  tl 
deitroy  all  their  grabs  and  final 
Geriah,  i  nch  of  February,  1756.” 


Cumberland, 

Salijhury, 


as  far  as.  the  Sa lif ' 
.  ...  .  -  - - —  .ail-up  the 'harbour,  . 

deitroy  all  their  grabs  and  final! .  veW.  1  Dated 7n  Uv^t^ 


away 
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away  her  bowfprit  end,  and  broke  her  fpritiaa  vard.  7W  two  (hips  how¬ 
ever  loon  got  clear  of -each  other,  and  then  tne  enoagemf-nt  began  w'rh  u 
vigor.  After  an  inceffant  hre  had  been  kept  kd  asairsfc  the  tort  for  about 
half  an  hour,  the  admiral  km  on’n  .  d  «  j?  -  >-  tide  nn  ceale 
from  firing,  for  he  plainly  perceived  that  tneir  [hot  tell  (hort  t  and  at  the  iame 
time  he  gave  the  fignal  to  the  2if«-  and  Smui-un  to  tltreft  their  whole  fire 
againft  the  r.orth-eaft  baflion.  Soon  after  tins,  a  (hell  fortunately  fet  fire  to 
the  Reftoralmt-grab,  which  had  formerly  been  taken  by  Anvrni  from  our 
Eefi  India  company;  and  (he  driving  amcnor  the  reft  of  the  enemy’s  (hip¬ 
ping,  which  were  lathed  together,  let  them  all  m  flames  ;  fo  that  m  a  tew 
hours  almoft  the  whole  ot  Angru? s  Meet  was  deftroyed.  The  fire  alio  was 
communicated  to  a  large  fhip  king  on  tne  (bore,  and  from  her  to  foveral 
fmaiier  veffels  that  were  building;  and  from-theselaft.it  was  conveyed  to 
the  arfenal,  ftorehonfe,  fuburbs,  and  city,  and  even  to  feveral  parts  of  the 
fort,  particularly  to  a  fquare  tower,  where  it  continued  burning  all  the 
night  with,  fuch  violence,  that  the  ftone  wails  appeared  like  red-hot  iron. 

About  half  after  four  in  the  afternoon,  the  admiral  perceiving  that  the- 
enemy’s  guns  were  almoft  filenced,.  made  the  fignal  for  the  fquadron  alfo  to 
leave  off  firing ;  and.  taking  the.  advantage  of  the  tide,  which  was  now  at 
its  height,  he  ordered  the  (hips  which  had  been  thrown  a  little  out  of  the  line, 
by  the  before-mentioned  accident,  to  warp  In  nearer  the  fort  into  four  fa¬ 
thom  water,  dole,  to  Admiral  Pbcock  in  the  Cumberland.,  who,  contrary  to. 
the  advice  of  his  pilot,  had,,  in  (landing  in,  ventured  as  near  as  the  Ihips 
■which  drew  much  lefs  water,  and  by  a  very  judicious  and  officer-like  ma¬ 
noeuvre  in  bringing  his  drip  up  by  an  anchor  dropt  from  one  of  the  gun-room 
ports, prevented  her  lwingingwith  the  flood-tide  and  feaforeeze  which  fet  right 
in...  In  a  (bore  time  after,  the  enemy  having  again  briikened  their  Ere,  the  • 
admiral  made  the  proper  fignal  for  the  fquadron  to  do  the  fame..  This  had 
fuch  an  effect,  that  at  half  paft  fix  the  enemy’s  fire  was  entirely  filenced.;. 
which  the  admiral  obferving,  he  again  gave  orders  to  ceaie  from  firing.: 

At  half  after  feven.  Colonel  Clive ^  with  the  troops  under  his  com¬ 
mand,  left  the  (hips,  in  order  to  land  at  the  mod:  convenient  place  to  the 
eaftward  of  the  fort;  and  at  about  a  quarter  after  nine,  the  Colonel  made 
two  fatfe  fires,  to  (hew  that  he  was  lately  landed,  and  that  the  troops 
which  had  been  obferved  on  the  hill  were  our  Maberatta  allies.  The 
bmnb-vejfels.  continued  throwing  (hells  into  the  fort  til!  day-light,  when, 
the  admiral  ordered  all  the  line  of  battle  (hips  to  warp  in  as  clofe  as 
poffible,  that  they  might  be  ready  to  batter  in  breach  -as  foon.  as  he 
fhould  throw  out  the  fignal;  and  in  that  cafe  he  commanded  them  to- 
make  life  of  their  lower  deck  guns  only,  unlefs  their  upper  ones  lhouid 
afterwards  be  found  necefiaiy  to  filence  any  fire  which  miciit  \  c 
to  be  made  by  the  enemy.  An  officer  was  then  lent  with  a  nag  or  truce  • 
to  the  governor,  and  with  a  fecond  fummons  to  furrender  the  tort.  He 
foon  came  back  with  the  governor’s  refufrd ;  upon  widen  all  the  (hips 
immediately,  warped  within  a  cable’s  length  of  the  fort  in  three  fathom 
and  a  quarter  water,  and  the  fignal  was  thrown  out  to  renew  the  attack. 

4.  Thk 
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1*7^6.  This  was  done  with  fo  much  fpirit,  that  about  two 'o’clock  a  magazine  in 

— y— /  the  fort  blew  up,  and  about  four,  a  flag  was  hung  out  as:  a  fignal  of  iub- 
miffion.  Upon  this  the  admiral  fent -Lieutenant  Richard  King  to:  demand 
an  immediate  entrance  into  the -fort  for  the  king’s  troops,  and  that  the. 
Britijh  flag  fhould  be  hoiked  on  one  of  the  baftions.  A  little  before  five, 
the  lieutenant  returned  with  an  account,  that  the  governor  conftnted  to  the 
hoiking  Englijh  colours,  that  he  was  willing  to  admit  five  or  fix  of  our 
men  that  evening,  and  that  the  enfuing  morning  he.  would  furrender 
the  place.  This  anfwer  not  being  deemed  fatisfadtory,  we  once  more 
renewed  our  fire;  but  at  a  quarter  after  five,  they  agaiti  thought 
proper  to  hang  out  the  flag  of  capitulation,  and  all  lioftilities  ceafed. 
Colonel  Clive,  who,  from  the  time  he  difembarked  with  the  troops,  .had 
been  making  his  approaches  by  land,  and  had  greatly  annoyed  the.  enemy 
with  his  cannon,  .then  came  on  board  the  admiral’s  (hip,  bringing  with  him 
an  officer  from  the  fort  with  articles  of  capitulation.  Thefe  were  prefently 
agreed  .to  by  the  two  admirals  and  colonel  -,  and  an  Englijh  officer  was  fent 
in  to  take  poffeffion  of  the  fort,  and  to  hoift  Englijh  colours.  Prefently 
afterwards  the  Captains  Fwbes  and  Buchan-an  were  detached  with  fixty.  men 
to  fee  the  garrifon  lay  down  their  arms;  and  on  the  14th,  at  fun-rifing* 
the  colonel  and  the  whole  army  marched  into  the  place  *. 

Thus  at  the  expence  of  no  more  than  twenty  men  killed  and  wounded, 
the  important  fortrefs.  of  Geriah  fell  into  the  hands  of  the  Englijh ,  in  whicli 
the  viftors  found  250  pieces  of  cannon,  fix  mortars,  an  immenfe. quantity 
of  ftores  and  ammunition :  one  huisdred  thoufand  pounds  fterling  in  filver 
rupees,  and  about  thirty  thoufand  more  in  valuable  effects.  By  this  con- 
qneft  too,  the  notorioully  infamous  Angria  was  entirely  ruined,  and  his 
whole  country,  which  extended  four  degrees  -of  latitude  along  the  •coafi', 
was  taken  from  him.  He  himfelf  efcaped-  our  hands,  having  left  the  fort 
two  or  three  days  before  it  was  attacked ;  the  government  of  which  he 
committed  to  one  of  his  wife’s  brothers,  -under  whofe  care.alfo  he  put  his 
two  wives  and  both  his  chilcren  -j-, 

'*  --Captain  limits  Kmwiltr  of  the  Salifiury,  who  enjoyed,  but  a  poor  hate  of  health  in  this 
country,  after  a  gallant  difcharge  of  his  duty  on  the  expedition  to  GfwV  waf  permitted  to 
quit  his  thip,  and  return  to  Europe.  Captain  Marlinoi  the  Bridgewater,  :o\\  this-  fucceeded  ' 
to  the  SaUjbxry  ;  Captain  Smith  to  the  CoranUtnd  of  th&; jlfjefcewater  ;  and  Admiral  WatfinH 
firft  lieutenant,  Sir  William  Hewitt,  t«  the  Kinjfsije/!>tr }  but  this  gentleman’s  bad  ftate  of  health, 
and  his  .being-charged  with  the.  admiral,’*  difpatches  home  on  account  of  the  fucceft  at  iGeriah, 
foon  made  room  for  Mr.  Richard  Toby,  the  next  in  command  on  board  the. Kent,  .cofucceed  to 
the  King'i-tFiJber^  '  '  V::  Y  ,  -V-'rU-Y  :  .  -y  ^ 

t-Soon  after  the  fis. -render  of'Geriab,  jttgrfa’?  two ‘.children;- . anti-one  of  his  wives,  were 
•  taken  ill  of  the  ImaU-pox. .  At  hlr.Watjbni  f-equefl,.  I  .couftantly  jartended  them,  and  fent 
-luch  medicines  as  f  judged  were  proper  for  them.  They  always  ..qppenred  very  thankful  for 
whar.S  did  ;  but  !  afterwards  dilcovrred  -t'hafthey  had  not  taken  any  of  the  medicines."  They 
prefened  the  common  method  (deferibed  in  chap.  4;,)  tifed  by  the  physical  praftidoners  in 
their  country,  bcfprinkling  the  patient  with  lifted  vvqod-alhes  as  foon  as  the.  puftnles  begin  ] 
to  fill,  which  they  add  to,  or  diminith  from,  according  to  the  greater  or  lefs.  quantity;  of  - 
variolous  matter.  One  of  his  family  had  a  pock  of  the  Confluent  kind,  and  was:  .cbvpretl- 
from  head  to  foot  with  aflies;  which,  towards  the  latter  .end  of  the  diforder;  'appeared  like  a 
inals  o;.  pane,  fur-rounding  the  whole  body.  The, whole  family  of  Angria,  recovered  however 
ttctB  the  difealc.  '.  .  ..  - 


Admiral 
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Admiral  Wat  fen-,  foon  after  the  reduction  of  the  place,  took  an  oppor-  17 
trinity  of  vifiting  thefe  unfortunate  captives  ;  and  the  interview  between  e- — 
them  was  beyond  meafure  affefting.  Upon  his  entering  their  houi'e,  the 
whole  family  made  a  grand  Jalaam ,  or  reverential  bending  cf  their  bodies, 
rouching  the  very  ground  with  their  faces,  and  thedding  floods  of  tears.  The 
admiral  defired  them  to  be  comforted-,  adding,  “  that  they  were  now  under 
his  proteftion  ;  and  that  no  kind  of  injury  fhould  be  done  them.”  They  then 
again  made  the  falaam.  The  mother  of  Angria ,  though  llrongly.  affected 
■with  thefe  teftimenies  of  goodnefs  and  humanity,  yet  could  not  help  crying 
out,  “  that  the  people  had  no  king,  lhe  no  fon,  her  daughters  no  hufbancf  . 
the  children  no  father  \v  The  admiral  replied,  “that  from  henceforward 
they  muft  look  upon  him  as  their  father  and  their  friend.”  Upon  which 
the  youngeft  child,  a  boy  of  about  fix  years  old,  fobbing  laid,  “  Then  you 
Jiall  le  my  father and  immediately  took  the  admiral  by  the  hand,  and 
called  him  “  father .”  This  adtion  of  the  child’s  was.fo  very  affedting,  it 
quite,  overpowered  that  brave,  that  good  man’s  heart,  and  he  found  him- 
felf  under  a  neceflity  of  turning  from  the  innocent  youth  for  a  while, 
to  prevent  the  falling  of,  thofe  tears,,  which  flood  ready  to  gufh  from, 
his  eyes 

Mr.  Watfon’s,  intention  was  to  have  taken  the  whole  family  with  Kim  to 
Bemhay,  and  to  have  fettled  them  at  that  place  ;  and  they  appeared  at  firft 
to  be  greatly  pieafed  with  the  propofal,  for  above  all  things  they  dreaded  : 
being  put  into  the  hands  of  the  Maharattas,  But  this  intention  of  the 
admiral’s  was  never  put  in  execution  ;  for  afterwards,  at  their  own  requeft, 
he  permitted  them  to  remain  in  Gtriah.  They  probably  were  ordered,  by 
fome  letter  or  mefiage  they  received  from  Angria  himfelf,.  before  the  iqua^ 
dron  left  the  place,  to  aik  this  favour  of  the  admiral. . 

'T ullages  Angria  was  an  arbitrary,  cruel' tyrant,  making  his  own  imperi¬ 
ous  will  the  only  rule  of  his  government.  He  was  originally  tributary  to 
the  Serajah  ■,  but  finding  himfelf  very  powerful,  he  had  for -’a  long  time - 
ihook  off  all  fubjedtion,  and  had  treated  fome  ambafladors  fent  to  him 
from  that  prince,  to.  put  him  in  mind  of  his' duty,  with  great  infolence  ; 
flitting  their  nofes,  and  commanding  them  to.  go  and  tell  their  matter,  that 
he  would  fend  him  his  pr — te  pa — ts  to  treat  with  him.  On  his  quitting 
his  principal  fortrefs  of  Geriah  (as  before  related)  he  repaired  to  Puna, 
the  capital  city  of  the  Maharattas ,  and  made  his  iubmiffion  to  the  Nan  ah , 
who  pardoned  him,  but  upon  what  terms  could  never  be  exadtiy  known. 

It  was  conjcftured  however,  and  with  great  probability,  that  he  dilcovered 
to  this  prince  the  place  where  he  had  hidden  his  treafurc  ;  for  it  cannot 
Be-  fuppofed  that  fo  notorious  an  offender  as  he  had  been,  would  have-dared 
to  have  thrown  himfelf  at  bis  fovereigri’s  feet,  unleis  he  had  it  in  his  power 
in  a  pecuniary- way  (the  only  way  then- left  him)  to  atone  for  his  paft 
behaviour.  And.  what .  Strengthens  the .  fufpicion  is,  our  finding  only 

*  An 'account  of  the  conqueil  of1  Qsr-iah, :  and  of  this  affefling  feene,  was  fent  by  the. 
author  to  a  friend  in  England,  who  foon  publithed  it  in  one  of  the  monthly  magazines. 
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iooooo  7.  in  money  after  the  capture  of  Geriah,  which  could  not  be  the 
tenth  part  of  what  he  really  pofl'eired.  The- annexed  views  of  the  fort, 
harbour,  and  country  round  it,  were  taken  by  the  late  Captain  Northai 
on  the  foot  with  the  utmoft  exaetnefs  •,  and  to  Sir  William  Hcwet’s  and  Com¬ 
modore  J ernes' %  reports,  Mr.  Watfon  always  acknowledged  himfelf  greatly 
obliged  •,  and  Mr.  Jemei  had  the  fatisfaftipn. to  receive  the  public  thanks  of 
the  admiral  after  the  redu&ibn  of  the  fort.  The  harbour  of  Geriah  is.  fo 
exceedingly  commodious,  as  to  make  it  the  bed:  upon  the  coaft  ;  and  the 
fort  was  fo  ftrong  both  by  art  and  nature  at  the  time  we  attacked  it,  that  it 
might  have  held  out  a  long  time  againft  all  our  efforts,  had  it  been 
defended  with  any  tolerable  degree  of Tkill  and  refolution. 

The  Europeans  that  were  found  in  Geriah ,  and  relieved  from  flavery, 
were,  , 

Mr.  Robinfon ,  Gamble  Comor ,  Thomas  Weft ,  Stephen  Rice.,  Nicholas  i 

Ma.und,  John  Brown,  Jofeph  G aldington ,  James  Theft ,  James  [Englilh. 

Durce,  William  Colley  —  —  —  _  J 

Jacob  Bufty ,  Garret  Blough,  Abraham  Paeniek  —  —  Dutch. 

Before  I  entirely  quit  the  account  of  our  tranfactions  at  this  place,  I 
muft  not  Ofnit  to  obferve,  that  a  young  gentleman  of  the  fquadron  found  a 
Mahomedan  Talifman  in  Angricd s  own  houfe,  of  which  he  was  fo  obliging 
as  to  make  me  a  prefent.  .  As  I  wifhed  to  have  it  explained,  Tput  it  into 
the  hands  of  Sir  James  Foulis  Baronet,  major  and  commander  in  chief  of 
the  company’s,  forces  at  Bombay,  a  gentleman  diftinguifhed.  for  his  learning 
and  fpeculative  turn  of  mind,.,  from  tv-hom  I  . afterwards  received  :a  letter,  an 
extrafl:  of  which  I  fhall  make  no  fnrtipie  to  lay  before  the  reader. 

“  ft  coft  me  no  fmall  pains'  to.  procure  a  proper  explication  of  your 
Talifman-,  for  though  it  was  eafy  to  give  a  literal  tranflation  of  the  words, 
vet  few  nnderftood  the  proper  meaning  and  efficacy  of  the  infcription, 
which  is  a  real  curiofity  drawn  from  the  moftprofound  depths  of  muffulman 
erudition.  The  force  of  it,  according  to  their  notions,  confifts  principally 
in  the  different  names  of  GW  at  the-four  corners,  and  in  the  letters  round 
the  edge  by  the  different  combinations  of  which,  different  miracles  are 
to  be  performed  v  one  manner  of  combining  them,  raffing  ftorms;  another, 
bringing  on  calms,  or  procuring  riches,  &c.  This  of  yours  was  particu¬ 
larly  calculated  as  a  prefervative  againft  aildifeafes;  and  by  fome  marks, 
vvhich  I  have  not  yet  been  ,  able  to.,  decypher,  it  is- conjeftured  that  Abdul 
Coffee,  wnofe  name  is  on  it,  is  a  man  of  diftinction.  I  hope  to  be  foon  able 
to  procure  a  more  exact  account  of  the  fuppofed  nature  of  it ;  in  the  mean 
time  I  fend  you  inclofed  a  literal  tranflation.  How  the  letters  round  the 
edge  came  to  mean  cold  or  hot,  moift  or  dry,  I  have ,  not.  yet  learned  s.' 
Talijmans  of  this  valuable  kind,  being  only  made  by.  Saints  who  have  palled 
a  long  time  in  prayer  in  the  holy  temple  at  Mecca,  and  many  years  in  con¬ 
templation,  without  any  communication  with  finfnl  men.” 
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The  supposed  Quality  of  these  SevenXetters 


Translation  of  aDisticli  on  an  Arabian  Sealor  lalisman . 

Hie  supposed  Quality  of  these  SevenLi 


Sin 

Fe 

Miin 

Ta  |ne 

O^Thouwho  drivest  Sorrow  from  us , 
Thoul ) etender  and  Bestorex . 


An.Heg. 

1133- 


V. 


_ BeMercifnl  toMoi edwhen  he  is  afflicted, 

^  'and  forgive  AbddI  Cali,i.e.The  Servant 

"  ofthe  All-Sufficient . 


PX 


TO 


asttt  pm 


PT°0  sjaipfjtraAag  osatpjoAupnQpasoddns 


supposed  Quality  of  these  Seven  Letters  is  'Wet. 
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€  H  A  P.  VIII. 


Mr.  Watfon  with  his  fquadron  leaves  Geriah  and  arrives  at  Bombay,  and 
from  thence  proceeds  to  Fort  St.  David. — lie  there  receives  his  majefty’s  per- 
miffion  to  return  to  England,  but  is  obliged  to  relinquijh  it,  by  disagreeable 
advices  from  the  directors  of  the  Eaft  India  company. — An  intended  expedition 
to  Golcor.da  defeated  by  the  fame  intelligence. — An  exprefs  arrives  from 
Bengal,  with  the  news  of  the  taking  of  Calcutta,  and  the  tragedy  of  the 
Black-hole  prifon. — The  fquadron  fails  for  Bengal,  and  after  a  tedious 
pafj'age  arrives  in  Ballafore  road. — - Account  of  its  operations  and  conquefis 
in  the  river  Ganges  to  the  retaking  of  Calcutta. 


ON  the  19th  of  February  1 75S,  the  Tyger  was  difpatched  to  Bombay  with 
the  fick  and  wounded  of  the  fquadron ;  and  on  the  1 7th  of  March , 
Admiral  V/atfon  in  the  Kent ,  came  to  an  anchor  in  Bombay  harbour;  as  did 
Admiral  Pocock  in  the  Cumberland  the  day  following.  ,  On  the  27th  of 
April,  Mr.  tVatfon  with  his  fquadron  left  Bombay,  and  once  more  failed 
for  the  Coromandel  coaft.  We  touched  at  Geriah  in  our  way,  and  on 
the  i^th  of  May  got  to  -Fort  St.  David’s  road.  Soon  after  our  arrival 
•here,  the  admiral  had  the  fatisfadtion  to  receive  letters  from  the  Secre¬ 
tary  of  State,  and  from  the  Admiralty,  acquainting  him  that  his  majefty 
had  been  pleafed  to  comply  with  his  requeft  of  quitting  the  Eaft  Indies, 
and  directing  him,  whenever  that  event  happened,  to  refign  the  command 
of  the  fquadron  to  Rear-admiral  Pocock.  The  heat  of  the  climate  had,  ever 
Cnee  his  firft  arrival,  been  greatly  diftrefsful  to  Mr.  Watfon,  whofe  confti- 
tution  was  fanguine,  and  whofe  habit  was  rather  corpulent'.  The  permiffion 
therefore  he  now  had  of  quitting  the  fervice,  could  not  fail  of  being  agreeable 
to  him,  and  he  pleafed  himfelf  with  the  expeftation  of  failing  back  to 
Europe  in  the  month  of  OAober. 

This  fair  profpedt  was  foon  clouded,  however,  by  the  difagreeable 
intelligence  which  the  governor  and  council  of  Madrafs  at  this  time  fent  to 
him,  and  which  they  juft  before  had  received  from  the  direftors  of  the 
Eaft  India  company.  The  purport  of  it,  was,  that  3000  regular  troops 
had  embarked  from  France  in  fix  fhips  of  the  line,  and  in  the  fume  number 
of  large  veftels  belonging  to  their  Eaft  India  company ;  and  that  thefe  laft,  as 
N  loon 
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1756.  foon  as  they  arrived' at  the  iflatid  of  Mauritius,  were  to  be  converted  into 

- . - -  fhips  of  war.  With  this  account,  orders  were  faid  to  have  been  alfo  fent 

from  England  to  the  prefidency  at  Fort  St.  George ;  “  Fo  ft  and  well'  on  their 
guard,  end  to  do  their  heft  to  proteB  and  defend  themfelves  agmnft  the  threat¬ 
ening  power  of  France.” 

An  exprefs  was  focn  difpatched  with,  thefs  tidings  to  Admiral  Watfon.r. 
defiring  him  above  all  things  to  have  a  watchful  eye  on  the  proceedings  of 
the  French  at  Fondkherry.  The  news  flew  like  lightning  into  every  quarter, 
and  different  perfons  argued  very  differently  upon  it..  Many  concluded, 
that  the  .intelligence  ftnt  by  the  direftors  was  ill  founded,  becaufe  the  fame 
{hip  that  brought  the  alarming  account,  had  brought  alfo  letters  from  Lord 
Holdernefj'e-,  one  of  his  majefty’s  principal  Secretaries  of  State,  who  wrote  not 
a  fyllable  on  the  fubjecTt.  "This  filence  of  his  lordihip  on  a  matter  of  fo 
much  confequence  was  very  ftriking  •,  yet  as  there  was  a  poffibility  that  the 
directors  in  this  inftance  might  be  furniffied  with  better  intelligence  than  the 
Secretary  of  State,  Admiral  IVatfon  from  this  moment  gave  over  all  thoughts 
of  foon  leaving  the  Indies ;  for  however  agreeable  it  was  to  him,  he  could 
not  think,  of  taking,  fnch  a  ftep,  at  a  time  when  fo  heavy  a  cloud  was  faid 
to  be  juft  ready  to  burft  on  our  moft  important  fettlements  in  that  part  of; 
the  world,  So  predominant  in  his  breaft  was  the  fpirit  of  patriotifm,  and 
the  love  of  glory,  that  though  folicited  to  return  home  by  every  allurement 
of  domeftic  felicity,  he  waved  all  thefe  confiderations,  and  refolved  frill 
to  expofe  himfelf  to  the  hazards  of  a  climate,  peculiarly  fraught  with , 
danger  and  dileafe. 

It  was  foon  determined  between  him  and  the  gentlemen- of  "the  prefidency, , 
that  in  every  department  we  ought  to  be  prepared  to  receive  the  French  in 
the  moft.  efteftual  manner.  For  this  purpofe  the  two  admirals,  and  all  the 
officers  of  the  fquadron  left  their  houfes,  and  repaired  on  board  their  fhips, 
where  they  lived  for  the  fpace  of  fix  weeks,  caufing  a  good  look  out  to  be 
kept  for  the  enemy  from  their  niafts  heads.  At  the  fame  time,  to  increafe 
the  alarm,  the  gentlemen  of .  Hat. French  nation  refident  in  India ,  very.induf- 
trioufly  and  politically  reported, .  and  which  report  was  echoed  by  our  good 
friends  the  Dutch ,  that  this  formidable  armament  from  France  was  actually 
arrived  in  the  Indian  feas,  ‘  This  pofitive  aflertion  ferioufly  affefted  the 
government  at  Madrafs ,  who  immediately  requefted  the  admiral,  to  take 
on  board  his  fquadron  the  king’s  regiment,  then  at  Fort  St.  David,  and 
with  it  repair  to  the  prefidency,  The  admiral,  with  great  reluftance 
quitted  Fart  St.  David,  as  he,  knew  it  .  was  upon  all  accounts  the  propereft- 
ftation  for  intercepting  the  French,  fleet,  and  for  counterafling  any  defigps 
,  which  the  enemy  might  have  formed  againft  .our  fettlements.  But  as  he 
did  not  chufe  to. have  any  difputes  with  the  prefidency,  he  immediately  took 
Colonel  Adlercronh  regiment  on  board,  and  failed  with' it  to  Madrafs,  where 
he  pprehafed  a  veffelfor  the.  king’s  fervice,  and  after  having  converted  hejj- 
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mto  a  fire-fhip  under  the  name  of  the  Blaze ,  he  appointed  to  the  command 
of  her,  his  firft  lieutenant,  Mr.  Richard  King. 

F 

On  our  arrival  at Madrefs,  we  had  the  fatisfaftion  to  find  the  active  and  fpirit- 
ed  Governor  Pigot,  at  the  head  of  a  great  number  of  artificers  and  labourers, 
making  incredible  additions  to  the  fortifications  of  the  place,  hardly  allow¬ 
ing  himfelf  time  to  take  any  refrefhment,  and  fbewing  by  his  own  example, 
that  it  was  pofilble  for  men,  in  times  of  imminent  danger,  to  expofe  their 
perfons  in  the  hocteft  hours  of  the  day,  and  in  the  molt  fultry  leafon  of 
the  year. 

Juft  before  the  account  of  this  armament  from  Europe  reached  our  ears,  the 
Nabob  of  Golconda  had  quarrelled  with  the  French  general  Monf.  Bulgy ,  who 
for  a  long  time  had  been  preying  on  the  vitals  of  his  country.  The  Nabob 
had  made  overtures  to  the  leading  men  of  our  prefidency  for  their  affifting  him 
in  getting  rid  of  fo  troublefome  a  gueft,  and  they  with  pleafure  had  liftened 
to  the  propofal.  Nothing  indeed  prevented  their  luccouring  him  at  this 
time,  but  their  own  fuppofed  danger  from  the  formidable  French  armament 
which  was  foon  expefted  to  arrive  upon  the  coaft.  The  apprehenfion  of 
this  made  fo  ftrong  an  impreflion  on  their  minds,  that  for  fome  time  they 
'appeared  more  folicitous  about  defending  themfelves,  than  of  fending  any 
efteftual  fupport  to  their  new  ally.  At  length,  however,  two  (hips  belong¬ 
ing  to  the  company  arrived  from  England ;  and  as  they  failed  the  lateft  in 
the  feafon,  and  brought  with  them  no  kind  of  confirmation  of  the  firft 
alarming  intelligence,  every  one  immediately  concluded  that  it  never  had 
the  leaft  foundation.  A  detachment  of  troops  therefore,  and  a  train  of 
artillery,  were  ordered  to  be  gotten  ready  to  march  with  all  expedition  for  the 
kingdom  of  Golconda :  a  country  of  vaft.  opulence,  the  fource  of  thole 
amazing  fums  which  the  famous  Monf.  Dupleix  and  his  countrymen  had 
amaffed  together,  and  from  whence  indeed  all  their  importance  was 
derived. 

But  before  thefe  troops  could  be  feet  away,  an  exprefs  arrived  from  Ben¬ 
gal  with  the  difagrceable  account  of  our  fort  at  Caffimbuzar ,  near  Muxadabad, 
being  taken  by  the  new  Nabob ,  Serajah  al'Dowlab,  who  was  a  compound 
of  temerity,  cruelty,  ambition,  and  avarice :  he  was  particularly  incenfed  at 
Mr.  Drake  the  Engli/h  governor  of  Calcutta ,  under  the  pretence  of  his 
having  given  protection  to  fome  of  his  offending  fubjefts;  but  his  attack  of  the 
Engli/h  fettlements,  certainly  proceeded  from  the  hopes  of  confiderable  plunder, 
added  to  the  defire  of  imprefling  his  fubjefts  with  an  awe  of  his  military  talents 
and  prowefs.  Inftead  of  matching  with  the  great  army  he  had  raifed,  into 
the  Pnrhunean  country,  as  he  firft  intended,  we  were  informed  he  had  turned 
his  arms  againft  us,  and  was  expefted  foon  to  appear  before  the  gates  of  Fort 
William  in  Calcutta.  Thefe  unfortunate  tidings  gave  us  ail  great  concern  ; 
and  fcarcely  were  the  firft  tranfports  of  our  chagrin  abated,  before  another 
Ns  difpatch 
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difpatch  arrived  with  the  news  of  his  having' taken  Calcutta and'  of.  the  dread¬ 
ful  tragedy  which  happened  in  the  Black-hale  pri-fon  *.  This  was  fnch  a  blow, 
as  filled  us  all  with  inexpreffibk  confirmation ;  and  was  enough  indeed  to- 
ffcake  the  credit  of  our  Eafi  India company  to  its  very  foundations-,  for 
hereby  they  loft  their  principal  fettlement  in  Bengal ,  and  a,  fort  which  iecured 
to  them  the  molt  valuable  part  of  their  commerce. 

Here  I  cannot  help  refle&'ng  on  the  fatal  effe&S:  of  that:  piece  of 
intelligence  already  mentioned,  which  too  hafrily.  reached  us,  from  the 
dire&ors  of  the  Eafi  India  company.  Had  we  at.  the.  firlt  arrival  of  our 
fquadron  from  Bombay  on  the  coaft,  been  at  liberty  to  a£t,  infcead  of  being 
fixed  to  a  certain  fpot,  no  doubt  but  the  greateft  advantages  would  have 
enfued.  Our  troops  would  inevitably  have  marched  into  the  kingdom  of, 
Golconda ,  as  auxiliaries  to  Salabad-jing  the.  Nabob  of  that  country,,  and  in 
all  probability  would  have  made  themfelves  mafters  of  all  the  ftrong-holds. 
the  French  poffelled  there;  Bujff-s  retreat  would  infallibly,  have  been  cut, 
off,  and  every  Frenchman  there  mult  have  fallen  into  our  hands  f.  The  fqua¬ 
dron,  in  this  cafe,  would  likewife  have  failed  to  Mafulipatnaro ,  and  there  have, 
feized  upon  a  Ihip  from  Pondicherry  with  400  troops  on'  board,  under  the 
command  of  Mr.  Law,  intended  as  a  reinforcement  for  Monk  Bnj/y* 
Thus  our  countrymen  would  have  firmly  eilabliflied  themfelves.  in  one. 
of  the  richeft  provinces  of  India  ;  the  fpor,  which  had  been  the  caufe  of.  all 
the  jealoufy  between  us  and  the  French,,  and  the  original  fource  of  all  the. 
troubles  which  had  ariferi  in  this  part  of  the  world  :  And  that  detachment, 
of  our  troops,  which  rnuft  have  been  in  the  country  of  Golconda ,  at  the 
time-  the  melancholy  account  reached  us  of  our  Ioffes  in  Bengal would  have 
been  fo  far  advanced  in  their  way  to  the  relief  of  their  diftreffed  country¬ 
men  ;  with  this  additional  advantage,  that  Salabad jing,  being  then  in  alli¬ 
ance  v/ith  us,  would  probably  have  joined  our  forces  with  a  body  of  his 
own  ;  by  which  means  our  company’s  affairs  would  much  fooner  have  been 
retrieved,  than  they  were;  the  tedious  voyage  we  afterwards  had  from. 
Madrefs  to  Bengal. ,  prevented ;  and.  perhaps  our  worthy  admiral  and  other 
gallant  men,  who  died  there  through  the  inclemency  of  the  weather,  might 
have  left  the  river  before  the  exceffive  heats  and  rains  fet  in,  and  have  beer, 
now  alive  and  happy  with  their  refp.eclive  families  in  Great  Britain.  But  fuch, 
a  train  of  fortunate  events,  heaven  thought  not  fit  to  permit !  and  it. 
would  but  ill  become  us  to  find  fault  with  its  difpenfations,  however  we 
may  be  allowed  to  fympathize  in  the  afflictions  of  our  countrymen  and 
friends. 


*  Ar 
Zepba*; 
1758. 


rrative  of  this  memorable  and  fliockirg  affair,  was  drawn  up  by  John 
i'<j;  one  of  the  furviving  fufferers,  and  publilhed  by  him  in  the  year 


•[-  This  was  afterwards  effeSed  under  the  command,  of  the  gallant  Colonel  Ford. 


Many 
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Many  were  the  opinions  that  prevailed  in  India,  concerning  the  difafter  1 756. 
at  Calcutta ;  let  it  fuffice  to  obferve,  that  the  conduct  of  the  governor  was  ' — * — - 
univerfally  blamed  in  abandoning  the  fort  fo  precipitately;  while  the  cou¬ 
rage  and  refolution  of  Mr.  Hohoell,  who,  with  the  afliftance  of  a  few  gallant 
officers  and  a  feeble  garrifon,  defended  it  for  feveral  days  after  the  other 
had  left  it,  could  not  fail  of  being  much  applauded.  There  were  perfons 
however  at  Calcutta,  who  would  not  allow  any  {bare  of  praife  to  be  due  to 
thefe  gentlemen;  for  they  infilled,  that  their  having  defended  the  fort,  was 
a  matter  of  neceflity,  not  of  choice;  and  that  both  Mr. ELehaell  and  his  - 
officers  would  have  followed  the  governor  on  board  the  ihips,  had  there.1 
been  any  boats  left  to  carry  them  off. 

By  the  lofs  of  the  two  forts  at  Cajfimhizar  and  Calcutta ,  the  EnglijhEafi  India 
company’s  affairs  were  reduced  fo  low,  that  nothing  but  the  gallantry, 
and  fortitude  of  a  V/atfon,  and  the.  magnanimity  and  good  fortune  of  a 
Clive ,  could  poffibly  have  retrieved  them.  A  plan  of  operations  was  im¬ 
mediately  concerted  between  the  company’s  principals,. and  thefe  two  brave 
and  worthy  officers,  for  reftoring  the  company’s  affairs  in  Bengal,  recovering 
Calculi  a,  and  taking  ample  vengeance  on  the  Barbarian,  who  had  sxercifed 
fuch  horrid  cruelties  on  many  of  our  unhappy  countrymen.  The  necef- 
fary  (lores  and  implements  of  war,  were  fcarcely  embarked,  when  a 
velfei  arrived  fropi  the  Malabar  coaft,  which  brought  a  packet  for  the 
admiral,  containing  a  commiffion  appointing  him  vice-admiral  of  the  blue*, 
and  orders  for  him  to  return  to  England  with  the  fquadron.  under  his 
command.  . 

yir.  Watfmi  immediately  called  on  his  faithful  counfeliors  and  friends, 
Admiral  Pecock,  Captain Speke,  and  his  fecretary  Mr.  Deidge,  to  confult 
with  them  what' was  proper  to  be  done  in  fo  critical  a  conjuncture;  and  it 
appearing  :to  them,  as  it  had  before  to  the  admiral,  that  the  min  iff  ry  in 
England,  when  they  fent  thefe  orders  for  his  return,  could  not  poffibly 
forefee  the  dreadful  event  which  had  fa  lately  happened  at  Bengal-,  they 
unanimoully  agreed,  not  only  that  the  admiral  fhould  poftpone  his  own  > 
departure  for  -Europe,  but  a!  Co  that  of  the -fquadron,  until  the  company’s 
affairs  fhould  be  put  upon  a  better  footing  than  they  were  at  prefent. 

The  admiral  then  lignified  his  ddire  to  the  governor  and  fcledl  committee 
at  Fort  St.  George,  to  meet  them  in  council,  in  order- to  communicate  to 
them  the  contents  of  his  packet.  When  they  were  afiembled,  he  acquainted 
them  with  the  tenor  of  his  lace  orders.  Gn  winch  the  committee,  quire 
confounded,  declared  with  great  iertomntis  and  concern,  that  the  company 
mull  be  totally-  ruined,  imiefs  the  king’s,  imps  immediately  proceeded  to  1 
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5 „  Bengal-,  for  it  was  not  poffible  for  them  to  tranfpoit  a  fufficient  number  of 

— '  troops  thither  in  their  own  ftiips,  neither  indeed  would  they  be  of  any  ufc 
when  they  got  there,  without  the  affiftance  of  two  or  three  men  of  war. 
It  was  therefore  refolved,  that  the  whole  fquadron  fhoukl  proceed  as  far 
as  the  mouth  of  the  Ganges,  and  anchor  in  Ballafore  road,  when  the 
company’s  fhips  and  veffels  already  in  the  river,  fhould  fall  down  where 
the  fquadron  lay,  and  receive  the  troops  from  the  fhips  of  war.  The 
Salijbury ,  Bridge-water,  and  King’s -fijher,  were  defigned  to  be  put  under 
the  command  of  Captain  William  Marlin,  to  carry  on  the  expedition 
againfl:  the  Nabob-,  for  ic  was  then  looked  upon  as  a  certainty  chat  the  Kent, 
Cumberland,  and  tfygef,  could  not  be  got  over  the  Braces*.  Another  delay 
and  matter  of  debate,  was,  what  force  fhould  be  fent  to  Bengal,  and  who 
fhould  command  the  military  ;  fometimes  Colonel  Adkrcron,  and  fometimes 
Colonel  Clive,  was  thought  to  be  the  molt  proper  perfon  ;  at  laft  they 
determined  on  Colonel  Clive,  and  indeed  the  general  voice  of  our  country¬ 
men  was  in  his  favour. — . — Another  fubjeft  of  the  governor  and  council’s 
confultations,  was,  concerning  whofe  hands  the  affairs  of  the  company  in 
Bengal  ought  to  be  placed  in,  provided  fuccefs  fhould  attend  the  expedition. 
At  one  time  it  was  determined,  that  the  prefidency  here  fhould  fend  three 
of  its  own  members  in  the  fhips  to  Bengal,  who  were  to  aft  in  obedience 
to  the  orders  they  were  to  receive  from  this  place  ;  it  being  agreed  that  the 
.  governor  and  .council  of  Fort  St.  George  ought  now,  until  the  pleafu.re  of 
the  Eaft  India  direftors  fnould  be  known,  to  take  on  themfelves  the  manage¬ 
ment  of  this  diffolved,  but  once  independent  fettlement.  However,  Mr. 
Wat fon  in  particular,  having  ftrongly  oppofed  this  refolution,  and  declared 
(as  I  have  been  informed  by  his  fecretary)  that  he  would  not  undertake 
the  expedition  on  any  other  terms,  than  having  it  in  his  power  to  deliver 
the  fettlement  to  the  management  of  fuch  as  were  appointed  by  the.  com¬ 
pany  to  be  their  reprelentatives  in  that  province ;  after  many  debates,  it 
was  refolved  that  the  former  governor  and  council  fhould  be  reltored  to 
their  refpedtive  honour  and  ftadons ;  and  it  is  principally  to  the  'admiral’s 
interpofition  on  this  critical  occafion,  that  thefe  gentlemen  are  indebted 
for  their  fubfequent  good  fortune  and  unexpected  affluence.  But  the  greateft 
difficulty  that  prefented  itfelf  was  the  late  feafon  of  the  year;  for  the  monfoon 
was  now  fet  in,  and  there  was  a  neceffity  for  the  fquadron’s  getting  to 
Bengal  againfl;  it,  which  was  confidered  as  .  very  near  impracticable.  We 
were  given  to  underftand,  that  fhips  failing  at  this  feafon  from  Madrajs  to 
Ballafore,  were  obliged  to  Hand  over  to  the  eaftern  fide  of  the  bay,  and 
that  the  currents  generally  .proved  fo  ftrong  againfl:  them,  that  whilft  they 
were  looking  out  by  their  reckoning  for  the  coaft  of  Pegu,  they  had  often, 
to  their  great  aftonifhment,  found  themfelves  driven  again  on  the  coaft  of 
Coromandel  -,  md  after  Handing  over  a  fecond  time  in  the  fame  manner,  and 


*  Dangerous 'flioals  at  the  entrance  of  the  Qattgu,  in  the  way  up  to  fulta . 
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looking  out  for  the  eaftern  fhore,they  had  been  carried  to  the  fouthward  as  !75^ 
far  as  the.  ifland  of  Ceylon ,  and  then,  for  want  of  provifions,  had  been 
obliged  to  bear  away  for  the  Malabar  coaft  *.  The  admiral  however,  put¬ 
ting  great  confidence  in  the  ftrength  of  his  fhips,  and  the  dexterity  of 
Captain  Speke,  who  was  much  acquainted  with  thefe  feas,  relolved  to  try  this 
difficult  experiment,  in  order  to  have  the  company  from  ruin;  and  having 
difpatched  the  King’ s-fifher  to. Bengal,  with  intelligence  to  our  countrymen, 
that  affiftance  would  foon  be  fent  to  them,  he  on  the  16th  of  October  failed 
from  Madrafs  with  his  whole  fquadron,  and  feveral  of  the  company’s  fhips,, 
for  Balhfore  road  in  the  mouth  of  the  Ganges  f. 

The  time  the  fquadron  weighed  from  Madrafs ,  was  precifely  the  feafon 
when  the.  currents  fet  llrongeft  out  of  the  bay  of  Bengal ,  fuppofed  to  be 
occafioned  by  the  heavy  rains  which  fall  in  that  kingdom  during  the  months 
of  July,  Auguft,  and  September,  and  which  about  this  time  difcharge  r.hem- 
felves  into  the  fea  from  the  numerous  branches  of  the  great  river  Ganges. 

The  winds  too  at  this  feafon  J  being  either  faint  or  very  ftormy,  the  admiral 
determined  to  pufh  over  to  the  eafcern  ihore;  but  foon  had  the  mortifica¬ 
tion  to  find,  that  in  fpite  of  all  his  efforts  to  the  contrary,  his  fquadron,  by 
the  force  of  -  the  current,  was  driven  down  as  far  as  Ceylon,  although  by  our 
reckonings  it  appeared  that  we  had  gained  fome  degrees  of  longitude  to  the 
eafhvard. ,  A  few  days  afterwards  we  had  frefh  gales  from  the  north-eaft, 
and  in  the  night  one  of  the  fhips  made  the  fignal  of  drftrefs;  upon  which 
the  admiral  bore  down  towards  her,  and  found  it  to  be  the  Salifbury,  that 
had  fprung  a -dangerous  leak,  and  could  not  pofiibly  keep  company  with 
the  fquadron  ;  the  admiral,  therefore  was  obliged  to.  lay  to  all  night  and  part 
of  the  next  day  to  affift  her.  As  the  leak  was  in  her  bow,  they  were 
obliged  to  bring  the  fliip  by  the  ftern,  .by  moving  her  guns  and  other 
things  aft,  that  the  leak  might  be  brought  out  of  the  water.  In  this  they 
partly  fucceeded,  and  flopped  the  leak  with  oakum;  but  as  this,  was  not; 


*  “  in  what  is  called  the  latter 
months  of  Odober  and  November, 


tQ  the  Aracan  ihore..5- 


Extra#  from  Captain  ICing’j  minuter* 


t  On  board  the  fquadron  and  ether  ve/ftls,-  were  700  Europeans  and  1  200  Sepoys  belonging 
to  the  company*  and  a  detachment  of  250  of  Adhrcron'z  regiment  to  ferve  as  marines. 


the" time  of  ffii  moon  in  Auguft,  yet  the  change  is  only  partial,  for  the  wind 
ing  down  the  coafts  of  Malabar  ar,d  Coromandel,  until  the  month  of  No 
change  becomes  general,” 

Exlratt  from  Captain  K-ing’i  m 


W.  toN.E,  about  - 
is  gradually  fhift-  - 
vernier  *  when  the  . 

dFe&iiaV, 
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•!7r^  effe&ual,  the  admiral  left  it  to  Captain  Martin's  choice,  either  to  bear  away 
for  the  Hand  of  Ceylon,  or  try  to  j>ufii  on  with  the  reft  of  the  fquadron. 
Captain  Martin  knowing  that  his  fhip  had  been  particularly  fixed  upon  for 
going  up  the  Ganges,  and  that  he  had  more  than  200  of  the. kings  and 
company’s  troops  on  board,  thought  his  quitting  the  fquadron  might  be  a 
fort  of  check  on  the  fuccefs  of  the  whole  expedition;  ne  therefore  refolvcd 
to  proceed,  as  long  at  leaft  as  he  could  do  it  with  any  degree  of  fafety  to 
the  mens  lives. 

The  rmnfoon  this  year  was  uncommonly  tempeftuous,  which  made  it  a 
long  time  before  we  got  to  the  eaftern  part  of  the  bay  •,  at  length  however,  by 
great  perfeverance  and  unwearied  induftry,  the  whole  fquadron  reached  one 
of  the  mouths  of  the  Ganges :  but  our  arrival  there  being  in  the  middle 
of  the  night,  we  were  obliged  to  come  to  an  anchor,  not  knowing 
exactly  where  we  were;  and  when  the  day  came  on,  we  had  the  mor¬ 
tification  to  find  ourfelves  off  the  Palmira,  or  Palm-tree  point,  and  could 
eafily  difeern  an  immenfc  fand-bank  ftrctching  far  to  the  northward 
of  us.  Some  of  our  (hips  falling  to  leeward,  had  a  very  narrow  efcape; 
the  Cumberland,  Admiral  Pocock,  ftruck  the  ground,  but  fortunately  got 
off  again  without  receiving  much  damage.  Two  days  after,  this,  the  Kent 
and  Tyger  reached  the  road  of  Ballafore,  but  the  other  fhips  could  not 
weather  the  point.  Admiral  Pccock,  after  feveral  fruitlefs  efforts,  and  being 
in  want  of  provifions,  was  obliged  to  bear  away  for  Vizagdpatnam,  and  the 
Satifbury,  after  being  toffed  about  for  fome  time  at  fea,  and  her  whole  crew, 
both  officers  and  common  men,  put  to  an  allowance  of  a  purfer’s  quart  of 
water  a  day,  was  in  great  danger  of  perifhing  for  want  of  common  neceft 
fades  ;  but  at  laft,  by  the  perfeverance  of  her  captain,  and  a  .kind  provi¬ 
dence,  flie  got  into  Ballafore  road,  and  afterwards  proceeded  over  the  fands 
to  join  the  Admiral  at  Fulta. 

As  foon  as  the  Kent  arrived  in  Ballafore  toad,  two  Englifh  pilots  came  on 
board  us,  who  gave  the  admiral  a  farther  account  of  the  miferable  fitua- 
tion  of  affairs  in  Bengal ;  as,  that  fince  the  reduction  of  Calcutta,  almoft  every 
inhabitant  who  furvived  the  attack  of  the  place,  or  the  dreadful  cataftrophe 
oi  the  Black-hole  prifon,  had  made  their  efcape  to  Fulta,  a  defpicable  village 
on  the  river’s  fide;  that  fome  families  lived  in. tents  on  fliore,  while  others 
.  continued  on  board  the  fame  fliips  and  veffels  in  which  they  had  efcaped 
from  Calcutta.  In  fnort,  they  reprefented  the  deplorable  ftate  in  which  the 
hdics  as  well  as  gentlemen  were,  in  fo  pathetic  a  manner,  that  the  admiral 
was  greatly  affefted  with  the  relation,  and  determined  to  pulh  on  imme¬ 
diately  to  their  relief.  He  was  thoroughly  fenfible  indeed,  that  no  time 
was  to  be  loft,  becaufe  he  was  informed  that. the  Nabob  was  then  raifing 
feveral  additional  batteries  on  purpofe  to  obftruft  his  paflao-e.  He 
therefore  cenfulted  the  two  pilots,  whether  the  Kent  and  Tyger,  at  the 
moil  favourable  time  of  the  tide,  could  poffibly  pafs  the  Braces  ;  they 
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both  hefitated  very  much  in  their  anfwers ;  but  at  Iail  the  admiral,  bialTed 
by  the  enterprizing  fpirit  and  found  judgment  of  Captain  Speke,  who  had 
been  in  the  river  feveral  times  before,  came  to  a  refolution  of  making  the 
attempt;  which  we  happily  fucceeded  in,  though  not  without  great  rifk 
to  the  (hips  in  puihing  through  the  fhoals,  for  through  them,  and  not 
entirely  over  them,  we  forced  our  way*. 

On  the  14th  of  December  we  had  the  fatisfaflion  to  arrive  at  Fulta,  where 
we  had  the  pleafure  of  meeting  Captain  King,  who  being  fick  at  Madrafs 
when  the  fquadron  failed,  was  left  behind;  but,  eager  for  aftion,  before  he 
was  quite  recovered,  had  taken  his  paffage  in  the  ProteUor ,  one  of  the  com¬ 
pany’s  Ihips,  commanded  by  Captain  England,  who  was  ordered  to  Bengal 
with  Sepoys,  to  reinforce  the  troops  under  Colonel  Clive  f.  Captain 
King’s  firip  the  Blaze  (commanded  in  his  abfence  by  Lieutenant  Peter 
Porter,  an  excellent  but' unfortunate  officer,  and  who  was  afterwards  killed 
in  the  expedition  againft  Manilla)  having  been  obliged  to  bear  away  for 
Bombay,  and  not  joining  the  fquadron  afterwards,  the  captain  ferved  on 
board  the  Kent  as  a  volunteer ;  and  this  unlucky  incident  reduced  his  (hare 
of  prize-money,  in  confequence  of  our  victories  in  the  Ganges,  toooo  /.  lels 
than  otherwife  it  would  have  been. 

The  reader  may  better  conceive  than  I  exprefs,  what  welcome  vifitors  wc 
vvere  to  our  diftreffed  countrymen  at  Fulta-,  who,  after  having  lived  in  the 
moil  affluent  circumilances,  were  now  funk  down  to  a  condition  that  fcarcely 
afforded  them  common  neceffaries.  The  cup  of  affliction  is  always  bitter, 
but  has  the  fade  of  gall  itfelf,  when  it  iuddenly  fucceeds  a  ftate  of  opu¬ 
lence.  To  fink  at  once  into  the  loweft  poverty  from  an  eafy  fortune  ;  and 
from  a  condition  that  drew  refpect  from  others,  to  be  reduced  to  one  too 
often  attended  with  derifion  and  contempt ;  are  circumilances  that  quicken 
the  fenfe  of  mifery,  and  make  misfortunes  more  intolerable.  This  was 
exaftly  the  cafe  of  the  prefent  unhappy  fufferers ;  they  had  futlained  fome 
figure  in  the  world  ;  they  had  kept  a  generous  and  hofpitable  table,  where  the 
friend  and  the  ilranger  had  tailed  of  the  elegancies  of  life ;  but  now,  by  a 
fudden  reverie  of  fortune,  were  themfelves  obliged  to  defeend  to  the  moil 
fervile  offices,  and  to  be  dependent  on  the  commiferation  of  others  for  a 
precarious  fubfiftence.  They  were  crowded  together  in  the  moil  wretched 
habitations,  clad  in  the  meaneft  apparel,  and  for  almoft  five  months 
had  been  furrounded  by  ficknefs  and  difeafe,  which  made  ftrange  havoc 
among  them ;  and  yet,  when  we  faw  them  firil,  to  our  great  fur- 
prize,  they  appeared  'with  as  chearful  countenances,  as  if  no  misfortunes 
had  happened  to  them.  This  ferenity  of  theirs  was  certainly  in  great 


*  In  the  year  1769  the  Lord  Holland,  one  of  the  company’s  Ihips,  was  loft  on  thefe  ihoals. 

f  The  Protestor  failed  the  29th  of  October,  thirteen  days  after  the  fquadron,  and  arrived  twa 
says  before  us,  by  purfuing  the  track  before  mentioned. 

O  .  meafure: 
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1-7*6  meafure  owing  to  the  pleafmg  hopes  they  now  entertained  of  a  fpeedjr 
^  (r-lj  deliverance  from  their  affli&ions :  though  fotne  little  fn are  of  it  might  alfo 
be  imputed  to  their  having  been  fo  long  difciplined  in  the  fchool  of  ad- 
verfity,  as  to  make  them  kifs  the  rod,  and  in  the  true  fpirit  of  chrif- 
tianity  chearfully  fubmit  themfelves  to  the  difpenfations  of  that  benevo¬ 
lent  Being,  who,  for  wife  and  good  reafons,  had  laid  the  burthen  upon 
.  them. 

From  thefe  reflexions,  to  which  the  fubjeX  infenfibly  led  me;  I  lhall 

now  proceed  to  our  operations  for  their  relief. - The  third  day  after  our 

arrival  a t  Falla  the  admiral  fent  the  following  fpirited  letter  to  tht  Nabob, 
on  the  behalf  of  his  injured  countrymen. 

Admiral  Charles  Watfon ,  the  great  commander  of  the  fleet  belonging  to 
the  puiflant  king  of  Great  Britain,  irrefiftible  in  battle,  to  Munferood 
Muluk  Serajah  Dowlab,  Soubahdar  of  the  provinces  of  Bengal,  Bahar 
and  Orixa. 

“  THE  king  my  mailer  (whofe  name  is  revered  among  the  monarehs  of  the 
world)  fent  me  to  thefe  parts  with  a  great  fleet  to  proteX  the  Eafi  India' 
company’s  trade,  rights,  and  privileges-,  the  advantages  refuking  to  the 
Mogul’s  dominions  from  the  extenfive  commerce  carried  on  by  my  matter's- 
fubjeXs,  are  too  apparent  to  need  enumerating :  how  great  was  my  fur- 
prize  therefore  to  hear  that  you  had  marched  againft  the  faid  company’s 
faXories  with  a  large  army,  and  forcibly -expelled  their  fervan-ts,  feized  and 
plundered  their  effeXs,  amounting  to  a  large  fum  of  money,  and  killed  great 
numbers  of  the  king  my  mafter’s  fubjeXs. 

I  am  come  down  to  Bengal  to  re-eftablifli  the  faid  company’s  fervants  in. 
their  former  faXories  and  houfes,  and  hope  to  find  you  willing  to  reftore  to 
them  their  ancient  rights  and  immunities.  As  you  muff  be  lenfible  of  the- 
benefit  of  having  the  Englijh  fettled  in  your  country,  I  doubt  not  you 
will  confent  to  make  them  a  reafonable  fatisfaXion  for  the  lodes  and 
injuries  they  have  differed,  and  by  that  means  put  an  amicable  end  to  the 
troubles,  and  feenre  the  friendfhip  of  my  king,  who  is  a  lover  of  peace, 
and  delights  in  aXs  of  equity.  What  can  I  fay  more  J” 

From  on  board  bis  Britannic  Majefty  fhip 
Kern,  at  Fulta,  the  17th  of  Dec-  j  75.6 

On  the  27th  of  December  the  admiral  failed  from  Fait  a  with  the  Kent,  lyger, 
Salijbury,  Bridgewater,  King's-fjher ,  and  Waif  ole  Indiaman,  having  firft  em¬ 
barked  the  troops,  which  had  been  landed  to  refrefh  them,  and  which  now 
amounted  to  600  Europeans&nd  about  one  thoufand  Sepoys  :  Thefe  were  made 
up  of  the  troops  which  we  brought  with  us,  and  the  remains  of  a  detach- 

«  To  this  letter  the  Nabeb  returned  snfwer,  till  after  our  taking  Calcutta  and 
Maughtej.  . 
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meat  from  Madrafs,  which,  as  far  back  as  Auguft,  had  been  difpatched  to 
this  river  under  the  command  of  Major  Kilpatrick ,  an  experienced  and  good 
officer  ;  and  intended  for  the  relief  of  Calcutta ,  then  fuppofed  to  be  in  dan¬ 
ger.  The  detachment  at  firft  confided  of  240  men  •,  but  an  epidemical 
fever  had  made  fuch  deftruftion  among  them,  that  not  above  ten  were  ca¬ 
pable  of  doing  duty  when  we  arrived  at  Fulta,  and,  to  the  beft  of  my  re¬ 
membrance,  not  thirty  of  the  whole  detachment  were  left  alive. 

On  the  29th  of  December,  at  fix  o’clock  in  the  morning,  the  admiral  having 
landed  the  company’s  troops  the  evening  before  at  Mayapore ,  under  the  com¬ 
mand  of  Lieutenant-colonel  Clive,  cannonaded  Bougee  Bougee  fort,  which  wa* 
ftrong  and  built  of  mud,  and  had  a  wet  ditch  round  it.  The  fort  began 
to  fire  at  the  Fyger  at  7  in  the  morning,  and  foon  after  at  the  whole  fqua- 
dron  till  1  in  the  afternoon,  but  its  batteries  were  at  length  filenced  by 
the  cannon  from  the  fhips.  About  n  o’clock  the  admiral  made  the 
fignal  for  the  king’s  troops  to  land,  and  join  fome  of  the  company’s,  that 
were  feen  marching  under  the  bank  of  the  river.  Captain  Coote  accord¬ 
ingly  landed  with  the  troops  from  the  Kent  and  fyger,  joined  the 
company’s  divifion,  and  advanced  and  took  pofleflion  of  two  out-forts, 
which  the  enemy  had  quitted  without  taking  away  their  colours:  about 
4  o’clock,  two  of  the  Kent’s  9  pounders  were  fent  on  fhore  to  make  a 
breach  in  the  gate-way,  and  Colonel  Clive’s  troops,  after  a  very  fatiguing 
march,  were  potted  at  the  back  of  the  fort  to  intercept  the  enemy,  fhould 
they  attempt  to  make  a  retreat,  and  for  this  purpofe  were  divided  into 
feveral  different  parties.  One  of  thefe  was  unexpectedly  attacked  by  3000 
horfe  and  foot  under  the  command  of  Monicb-chund  the  Indian  governor  of 
Calcutta,  and  in  this  fkirmilh  more  than  twenty  of  our  troops  were  killed 
and  wounded  •,  but  notwithftanding  this  advantage,  as  fqon  as  the  colonel 
himfeif  came  up  with  a  reinforcement,  and  had  difeharged  a  few  of  his 
field-pieces,  which  did  great  execution  among  the  Moors,  this  commander 
in  chief  of  the  Nabob’s  army,  after  a  mufket  ball  had  paffed  though  his  tur¬ 
ban,  retired  with  precipitation. 

The  cannon  of  the  fort  being  filenced  by  the  fquadron,  but  the 
garrifon  not  offering  to  furrender,  and  continuing  to  difeharge  fire-arrows 
and  final!  arms,  it  was  determined  in  a  council  of  fea  and  land  officers  on 
board  the  Kent ,  that  Colonel  Clive  Ihould  endeavour  to  take  it  by  afiault. 
For  this  purpofe,  at  five  o’clock  in  the  evening,  the  admiral  landed  an  officer, 
two  midfhipmen,  and  about  forty  failors  from  each  fhip,  under  the  command 
of  Captain  King,  to  affift  the  colonel  in  ftorming  the  fort,  which  he  intended 
doing  juft  before  day-light,  under  the  cover  of  two  24  pounders  mounted 
clofe  to  the  ditch.  In  the  mean  time,  the  colonel  had  given  directions,  that  the 
whole  army,  (the  neceffary  guards  excepted)  and  the  detachment  from  the 
fhips,  fhould  reft  on  the  ground,  in  order  to  recover  themfelves  as  much 
as  poffible  from  the  great  fatigues  they  had  under-gone  in  the  preceding 
day’s  fervice.  All  now  waj  quiet  in  the  camp;  and  we  on  board  the  fhips, 
O  2  which 
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which  lay  at  their  anchors  but  at  a  fmall  diftance  from  the  fliore,  had  enter¬ 
tained  thoughts  of  making  ufe  of  this  interval  to  refrefh  ourfelves  alfo  with 
an  hour  or  two  of  deep ;  but  fuddenly,  a-  loud  and  univerfal  acclamation 
was  heard  from  the  fbore,  and  foon  afterwards  an  account  was  brought  to 
the  admiral,  that  the- fort  had  been  taken  by  ftorm.-  This  was  a  joyful, 
piece  of  news,  and  the  more  fo,  as  it  was  quite  unexpefted but  when  the 
particular  crrcumftances  that  ufhered  in  this  fuccefs,  were  related,  our  ex¬ 
ultation  w.as  greatly  abated,  becaufe  we  found  that  the  rules  fo  indifpenfably. 
neceiTary  . in  all  military  exploits,  had  been  entirely  difregarded  in  the  prefen t 
inftance,  and  therefore  could  not  help  looking  upon  the  perfon,  wlio  had 
the  principal  hand  in  this  victory,  rather  as  an  objeft  of  chaftifement,  than  of 

applaufe. — The  cafe  was  this. - During  the  tranquil  date  of  the  -camp, 

one  Stratum,  a  common '  failor  belonging  to  the  1 lent,  having  been  juft 
ferved  with  a  quantity  of  grog,  (arrack  mixed  with  water,)  h'adrins  fpirits 
too  much  elated  to  think  of  taking  any  reft;  he  therefore  ftrayed  by  himfelf ' 
towards  the  fort,  and  imperceptibly  got  under  the  walls;  being  advanced: 
thus  far  without  interruption,  he  took  it  into  his1  head  to  fcale  at  a  breach, 
that  had  been-  made  by  the  cannon  of  the  flnips  ;  and  -  having  luckily  gotten 
upon  the  baftion,  he  there  difcovered  feveral  Moor-men  fitting  on  the  - 
platform,  at  whom  he  flourifhed  his  cutlafs,  and  fired  his  piftol,  and  .then,  after 
having  given  three  loud  huzzas,  cried  out,  “  The  place  is  mine.  ”  Th  zMoorijh 
foldiers  immediately  attacked  him,  and  he  defended,  himfelf  with  incom¬ 
parable  refolution  ;  but  in  the  rencounter  had  the  misfortune  to  have  the 
blade  of  his  cutlafs  cut •  in  wo  about  a  foot  from  the  hilt ;  this  mifchance 
however  did- not  happen,  till  he  was  near  being  fupported  by- two  or  three 
other  failors,  who  had  accidentally  •  ftraggled  to  the  fame  part  of- the -fort; 
on  which  the  other  had  mounted;  They,  hearing  Strahan's  huzzas,  imme¬ 
diately  fealed  the  breach  likewife;  and  echoing  the  triumphant  found, 
roufed  the  whole  army,  who  taking  the  alarm,  prefently  fell  on  pell-mell, 
without  orders  and  without  difeipline,  following  the  example  of  the  failors. 
This  attack,  though,  made  in  fuch-  confufion,  was  attended  with  no  other 
ill  confequence,  but  the  death  of  the  worthy  Captain  Ltougal  Camphel ,  who. 
was  unfortunately  killed  by  a  muftcet-bullet.from  one  of  our  own  pieces  in  . 
the  general  confufion.  Captain  Qoote ■  commanded  the  fort  for  that  night,, 
and  at  day-light  the  fort  faluted  the  admiral.  It  was  never-  exa&ly  known 
what  number  of  Mw-tr  there  were  in  the  fort,  when  our  people  firft  entered:, 
probably  there  were  but  very  few,  the  major  part  of  the  garrifon  having  made . 
their  efcape  foon  after  their  batteries  were  ftlenced.  We  took  in  the  fort. 
1.8  cannon  from  24  pounders  downwards,-,  and  40  barrels  of  powder.. 

Strahan,  the  hero-  of  this  adventurous  acfti'on,  was  foon  brought  before- 
the  admiral,  who,  notwithftanding  the  fuccefs  that  had  attended  it,  thouoftt- 
it  neceffary  to  ftiew_  himfelf  difpleafed- with  a  meafu-re  in  which  the-want°of. 
all  military  difeipline  fo  notorioufly  appeared.  He-  therefore-  angrily 
enquired  into  the  defperate  ftep  which  he  had  taken  r  “  Mr.  Strahmii  what  is 
this. that  you  have  been  doing.?”— -The  fellow,  after  having  made  his  b.ow,, 

fcratched . 
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ftratched  his  head,  and  with  one  hand  twirling  his  hat  upon  the  other,  1756. 
replied,  “  Why,  to  be  Hire,.  Sir,  it  was  I  who  took  the  fort,  but  I  hope  »J- 
there  -was  no  harm  in  it.”  The  admiral  with  difficulty  was  prevented  from 
finding  at  the  fimplicity  of  Strahan’ s  anfwer;  and  the  whole  company  were 
exceedingly  diverted' with  his  awkward  appearance,  and  his  language  and- 
manner  in  recounting  the  feveral  particulars  of  his  mad  exploit,  Mr.  Wat- 
Jon  expatiated  largely  on  the  fatal  confequences  that  might  have  attended  his 
irregular  conduft,  and  then  with  a  fevere  rebuke  difmiffed  him;  but  not 
before  he  had  given  the  fellow  fome  diftant  hints,  that  at  a  proper  opportu¬ 
nity  he  ffiould  certainly  be  punifhed  for  his  temerity.  Strahan,  amazed 
to  find  himfelf  blamed,  where  he  expected  praife,  had  no  fooner  gone  from 
the  admiral’s  cabin,  then  he  muttered  thefe  words;  “  If  I  am  flogged  for 
this  here  action ,  I  will  never  take  another  fort  by  myfelf  as  long  as  I  live ,  by. 

G — d.”  The  novelty  of  the  cafe,  the  fuccefs  of  the  enterprize,  and  the 
courageous  fpirit  which  he  had  difplayed,  pleaded  ftrongly  with  the  admiral 
in  behalf  of  the  offender;  and  yet  at  the  fame  time  the  difcipline  of  the 
fervice,  required  that  he  fhould  fhevr  him  outwardly  fome  marks  of  his  dif- 
pleafure.  This  the  admiral  did,  for  fome  little  time  ;  but  afterwards,  "ar  the  ' 
interceffion  of  fome  officers,  which  interceffion  the  admiral  himfelf  prompted 
them  to  make,  he  moft  readily  pardoned  him.  And  it  is  not  improbable, 
that  had  Strahan  been  properly  qualified  for  the  office  of  boatfwain,  he. 
might  on  fome  other  pretence,  before  the  expedition  had  ended,  have  been 
promoted' to  that  ftation  in  one  of  his  majefty’s  Ihips;;  but  unfortunately 
for  this  brave  fellow,  the  whole  tenor  of  his  conduft,  both  before  and  after 
the  fcorming  of  the  fort,  was  fo  very  irregular,  as  to  render  it  impoffibie. 
for  the  admiral  to  advance  him  from  his  old  ftation  to  any  higher  rank,  hoW' 
ftrongly  foever  his  inclinations  led  him  to  do  it*.. 

Becemier  30,  the  fame  afternoon  of  our  taking  poIFefllbn  of  Botcgee  Eouges 
fort,  the  king’s  and  company’s  troops  were  again  lent  on  board  the  fqua-- 
dron  to  proceed  up  the  river;  but  the  Sepoys  were  ordered  to  march  on  by. 
land; 

On  the  1  ft  of  January  1757,  the  boats'  of  the  Kent  and  SCyger  took  pof-  1757. 

feflion  of  Tcmna'ion,  which  was  built  with  bricks  ;  and  of  another  mud-  t - , — j. 

fortification  on  the  opp.jlite  bank  ;  both  of  which,  after  one  fire  of  their 
cannon,  were  abandoned  on  our  approach,  leaving  us  40  cannon,  many  of 
which  were  24.  pounders.  The  next  morning  all  the  fquadron  weighed,, 
and  proceeded  on  to  Calcutta,  except  the  Salijbury,  which  was  ordered  to  ftay 
behind,  and,  after  bringing  off  the  guns,  &c.  demolifh  Tama  and  Bougee 
Boitgee  forts. - At  nine  o’clock  the  lyger,  which  was  the  toremoft  fbip,  got 

*  Since  thefe.  flieets  were  find  fent  to  the  prefs,  Strahan  has  paid  the  author  a  vifit,  and  told 
him  that  he  had  ferved  in  every  of  Admiral  Pccoci’i  Eaft-India  engagements;  and  that,  in  con- 

Ci«'A«r.-°atyXmhe  aaralfrasTfai!or°/n  0^™^  the|uarl(hipsac/'ar/>s«/A;  and  he-fayt*. 
that  his  higheft  ambition  is.  to  be  made,  cook  of  one  of  his  majeiiy’s  capital  ihips.- 
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.  within  fight  of  Calcutta ,  when  the  enemy  began  the  attack  by  firing  upon  her, 
•J  Captain  Latham  however  had  no  fooner  brought  his  ihip  to  an  anchor, 
(which  he  did  very  much  like  an  expert  and  gallant  officer)  but  he  brifkly 
returned  the  fire :  and  the  Kent  having  come  to  an  anchor  alfo  and  difcharged 
a  few  broadfides,  the  Indians  at  1 1  o’clock  gave  up  the  conteft  ;  and 
obferving  alfo  that  Colonel  Clive  at  the  fame  time  had  nearly  inverted  the 
town  on  the  land  fide,  they  abandoned  the  fort.  On  this  fome  of  the  old 
inhabitants  of  the  town  waved  their  hands  from  the  (bore,  and  one  of  them 
hoifted  an  Englifh  pendant  on  a  tree.  The  admiral  immediately  fent  Cap¬ 
tain  King  aftiore  to  take  pofieffion  of  the  fort  in  his  majefty’s  name,  and  in 
a  few  minutes  after  it  was  garri'ioned  with  a  detachment  of  Adlercron’s 
regiment,  under  the  command  of  Captain  Code,  who  ferved  on  board  the 
Kent,  and  who  was  appointed  governor  of  this  new  conqueft. 

Soon  after  Captain  Coote  had  taken  pofieffion  of  the  fort.  Colonel  Clive 
entered  the  place  at  the  head  of  the  company’s  troops,  when  the  captain 
prefented  to  the  colonel  an  order  +  which  he  had  received  from  the  admiral, 
appointing  him  governor  of  the  fort-,  the  colonel  denied  any  authority 
Admiral  Watfon  had  to  appoint  an  inferior  officer  to  him  as  governor,  and 
told  Captain  Coote  that  he  would  take  on  himfelf  the  command  ;  and  if  he 
offered  to  obftruft  him,  or  difobey  his  orders,  he  would  immediately  put 
him  under  an  arreft:  the  captain  defired  that  he  might  acquaint  Mr. 
Watfon  with  thefe  particulars  j  to  which  the  colonel  confented. — Upon 
this  the  admiral  fent  Captain  Speke  on  fhore  to  know  by  what  authority 
the  colonel  took  upon  him  the  command  of  the  fort ;  who  anfwered,  by 
the  authority  of  his  majefty’s  commifiion  as  lieutenant-colonel  and  alfo 
commander  in  chief  of  the  land  forces.  Captain  Speke  went  to  the  admiral 
with  this  anfwer,  and  foon  returned  with  a  meffage  from  Mr.  Watfon  to 
the  colonel,  that  if  he  did  not  abandon  the  fort,  he  would  fire  him  out. 
The  colonel  replied,  he  could  not  anfwer  for  the  confequences,  but  that  he 
would  not  give  up  his  command.  Soon  after  this,  Captain  Latham , 
who  was  in  a  ftrift  intimacy  with  him,  was  fent  by  the  admiral  to 

f  "  By  Charles  Watfon,  Bfq;  Vice-admiral  of  the  blue  fquadron  of  his  majefty’s  fteet,  and 
commander  in  chief  of  his  majefty’s  fhips  and  veffels  employed  in  the  Eajl  Indies,  and 
of  the  marine  forces  of  the  united  company  of  merchants  trading  to  and  in  thefe  parts. 

You  are  hereby  required  and  direfied  to  garrifon  the  fort  of  Calcutta  with  his  majefly’s  troops 
which  you  have  notvon  Ihore,  and  take  care  to  poll  centinels  and  guards  fo  as  not  to  be  fur- 
prized.  by  the  enemy.  In  the  evening  I  ihall_  be  on  ihore ;  and  you  are  not  to  quit  your  poft, 
or  deliver  up  your  command  till  farther  orders  from  me.  During  your  continuance  on  ihore) 
you  are  to  take  care  that  no  diforders  be  committed  by  his  majefty’s  troops,  or  any  other  people) 
but  to  treat  the  natiyes  with  humanity,  and  take  particular  care  that  there  is  no  plundering,  as 
fuch  offenders  may  depend  on  the  fevereft  punilhment.  Given  under  my  hand  on  board  hit 
majefty’s  ihip  th  e  Kent,  off  Calcutta,  zdjan.  1757. 

„  '  _  Charles  Watson.” 

To  Captain  Eyre  Coote,  of  hts  majefty’s  39th  regiment 


Colonel 


r  io3  ] 

Colonel  Clive ;  they  talked  the  affair  over  with  calmnefs,  and  Icon  fettled 
a  difpute  which  otherwife  might  have  ended  greatly  to  the  prejudice  of  the 
public  caufe.  The  colonel’s  meflages  to  Mr.  Watfon  implied,  that  if  the 
admiral  would  come  on  fhore  and  command  in  perfon,  he  fhcmld  have  no 
manner  of  objedtion  to  it :  And  on  Admiral  Watfon’i  going  on  fhore  the  next 
day,  the  Colonel  delivered  the  keys  of  the  garrifon  into  his  hands,  and  then 
the  admiral  delivered  them  to  the  late  governor,  Mr.  Brake ,  and  his  council. 
And  thefe  gentlemen,  perfuaded  by  Colonel  Clive  of  the  neceffity  of  the 
ftep,  immediately  publilhed  a  declaration  of  war  againft  the  Nabob ,  in  the 
name  of  the  Eaji  India  company,  as  did  Admiral  Watfon  in  that  of  the 
king  his  matter. 


CHAP, 
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CHAR  IX. 


.Operations  againfi  Houghley,  and  htrning  the  Granaries.-— the  Nabob  marches 
with  a  great  .army  towards  Calcutta.— -x?  brifk  cannonade  between  him  and 
Colonel  Clive, — Meffrs.  Walfh  and  Scrafton  fent  to  the  Nabob  with  pro - 
pcfals  of  peace,  which  prove  abortive. — Colonel  .Clive  attacks  the  Nabob  in 
his  camp. — Che  Nabob  concludes  a  treaty  of  peace  very  advantageous  to  the 
Englifh  Eaft  India  company. — Admiral  Watfon  refohes  to  reduce  the  French 
power  in  Bengal. — Correfponden.ee  between  the  Admiral  arid  the  Nabob. — • 
Account  of  the  attack  of  Chandernagore.— The  Englifh  forces  take  poffef- 
fton  of  the  place. — Gallant  behaviour  of  Captain  Speke  and  his  fan ,  &c. 


AFTER  the  fuccefs  of  our  forces  at  Calcutta ,  fome  of  the  council  of 
the  French  fectlement  at  Chandernagore ,  and.  alfo  of  the  Dutch  fettle- 
ment  at  Cbinfura,  came  to  pay  their  congratulatory  compliments' to  the 
admiral  and  colonel.  The  firft  were  empowered  to  propofe  a  formal  con¬ 
firmation  of  the  neutrality  which  had  been  hitherto  ftridtly  obferved  between 
the  two  companies  in  the  Ganges :  they  fuggefted,  that  fuch  a  neutrality 
was  not  only  neceffary  for  the  mutual  interefts  of  both  nations,  but  pleaded 
.a  claim  of  particular  indulgence  on  account  of  the  many  good  offices  they 
had  done  the  Englifh  in  the  time  of  their  diftreffes  at  Fulta.  Thefe  argu¬ 
ments  certainly  carried  great  force  with  them,  and  they  were  attentively 
liftened  to  by  Admiral  Watfon,  and  our  other  principals ;  who  would  not 
have  fcrupled  to  clofe  with  them,  if  the  French  in  return  would  have 
joined  our  forces  in  the  war  we  were  now  to  carry  on  againfi:  the  Nabob. 
But  when  this  propofal  was  made  to  their  deputies,  they  replied,  that  they 
■were  not  inverted  with  proper  authority  to  treat  on  that  fubjefl.  They 
therefore  defired  that  they  might  be  allowed  to  return  to  Chandernagore , 
.to  confult  their  governor  and  council  on  fo  important  a  fubject. 

The  uninterrupted  .train  of  fucceffes  we  had  met  with  fince  our  firft  entering 
the  mouth  of  the  Ganges,  had  ftruck  the  Nabob  and  his  adherents  with  luck 
a  panic,  that  our  commanders  came  to  a  refolution  of  lofing  no  time,  but 
to  pufh  on  the  war  with  the  greateft  vigour.  Accordingly  Houghley ,  a  very 
large  and  rich  city  belonging  to  the.  Nabob,  fituate  on  the  river  about  thirty 
miles  above  Calcutta,  was  fixed  upon  as  the  next  objcfl  of  our  military  ope- 
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rations.  This  refohition  was  no  fooner  taken,  but  the  Bridgewater,  Captain 
Henry  Smith ,  the  i ling's-fifaer  floop.  Captain  Toby,  and  the  Thunder  bomb- 
ketch,  Captain  Warrick,  (which. veil’d  had  been  added  to  the  fquadron  in  the 
Canges)  with  all  the  boats  of  the  fquadron  mann’d  with  150  Tailors,  200 
European  troops  and  250  Sepoys,  were  ordered  on  the  expedition.  Major  Kil¬ 
patrick  was  appointed  by  Colonel  Clive  to  command  the  land  forces,  and  Cap¬ 
tain  King  was,  by  the  admiral,  put  at  the  head  of  the  failors  who  were  to  aft 
on  fnore .  This  armament  failed  from  Calcutta  the  5th  of  January ,  and  though 
they  were  impeded  two  days  in  their  pafiage,  owing  to  the  Bridge-water’s 
running  afhore,  yet  we  had  the  fatisfaftion  to  hear,  that  on  the  9th  they  came  to 
an  anchor  off  the  place,  and  on  the  toth  the  (hips  cannonaded  the  fort  till  12 
o’clock  at  night,  when  Major  Kilpatrick  fent  Captain  Coote  to  examine  the 
breach  they  had  made;  he  finding  it  prafticable  to  enter,  two  attacks  were 
immediately  formed ;  50  men  went  to  the  main  gate,  and  kept  a  conftant 
firing,  while  the  chief  force  entered  privately  at  the  breach,  and  with  very 
little  refinance  took  pofTeffion  of  the  city  and  fort,  the  enemy  going  to  the 
place  of  the  falfe  attack,  and  then  running  away  through  one  of  the  gates. 
The  fort  was  much  ftronger  than  was  at  firft  imagined,  and  the  garrifon 
confifted  of  2000  men,  who  fired  very  fmardy  from  five  in  the  afternoon 
till  ten  at  night,  and  killed  and  wounded  l'everal  of  our  men  before  they 
(formed.  We  took  Come  ammunition,  and  20  guns,  from  24  pounders  down¬ 
wards.  A  fmall  quantity  of  'Eutenegg ,  ‘Einkal  and  Japan  Copper  was  alfo 
found  here,  but  far  fhort  of  what  was  reported  to  have  been  in  the  place  : 
however,  it  is  very  certain,  that  in  Houghley  we  (hould  have  met  with  a 
very  conliderable  booty,  had  not  our  old  friends  the  Dutch  at  Chinftira  taken 
all  the  valuable  effefts  ahd  principal  perfons  of  the  Moors ,  under  their 
proteftion. 

Soon  after  the  (forming  and  capture  of  Houghley,  Captain  Speke  of  the 
Kent,  being  fent  up  by  the  admiral,  took  on  him  the  command  of  the 
Tailors,  and  in  conjunftion  with  50  Toldiers  and  100  Sepoys,  under  the  com¬ 
mand  of  Captain  Coote,  undertook  to  burn  a  place  called  the  Gongee,  con¬ 
taining  feveral  large  granaries  and  other  ftorehoufes  belonging  to  the 
Nabob,  for  the  fupport  of  his  army,  about  three  miles  from  the  fort. 
In  their  march,  they  entered  a  Portuguefe  convent,  where  they  were  in¬ 
formed  that  between  three  and  four  thoufand  of  the  enemy  were  encamped 
behind  the  village  they  were  going  to  burn.  Nothing  daunted,  they  pro¬ 
ceeded,  and  marched  into  the  village  for  about  a  mile  and  half,  when  Cap¬ 
tain  Coote  defired  the  failors,  and  ordered  the  land-forces  to  begin  to  fet  fire 
to  all  the  houfes  in  the  rear,  as  they  marched  back.  This  was  done-, 
but  before  they  had  gotten  half  way.  Come  of  the  advanced  guard  came 
running  and  told  the  captain,  that  the  enemy  to  the  number  of  5000  were 
marching  up  towards  them,  and  had  taken  poffeffion  not  only  of  fonie 
houfes,  but  of  the  men  of  war’s  boats.  As  the  rear  of  the  detachment  was 
well  fecured  by  the  houfes  in  flames;  Captain  Coote  formed  his  50  European 
P  loldiers 
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foldiers  into  three  platoons ;  but  the  ftreet  was  fo  narrow,  they  were  obliged 
to  march  by  files,  and  the  captain  made  every  platoon  into  two  firings,  and 
fo  advanced  by  It  reef  firing  brifkly  upon  them.  At  our  firft  fire  the  chief 
officer  and  5  of  the  enemy,  fell,  on  which  their  horfe  gallop’d  off;  but  their 
mufketry,  under  cover  of  fome  houfes,  and  at  the  corner  of  lanes,  killed  and 
wounded  fome  of  our  men,  but  dared  not  openly  attack  us.  Major  Kil¬ 
patrick,  on  hearing  the  firing,  inarched  out  of  the  garrifon  at  Hmgbley  to 
fupport  the  detachment,  but  the  affair  was  over  before  he  joined  it,  and 
on  their  return  they  found  the  {hips  boats  all  fafe. 


After  this  fervice  was  performed,  Captain  Speke  gave  his  commands  to 
the  failors  to  repair  on  board  their  boats,  when  three  of  them  were  miffing,, 
who  were ' then  fuppofed  to  be  either  killed  or  defperacely  wounded;  but 
it  afterwards  appeared  that  they  had  draggled  into  the  country,  and  through 
their  great  fatigue  had  thrown  themfelves  on  the  ground,  and  fallen  fait 
afleep.  Aboucriie  middle  of  the  following  night,  levcral  of  the  country 
villages  were  feen  in  flames  by  the  officers  on  board  the  lliips,  which 
appeared  to  them  very  extraordinary,  and  they  could  not  poffibly  account 
for  it.  Early  the  next  morning,  however,  a  raft  w^s  obferved  floating 
down  the  river,  and  on  it  fat,  with  the  greateft  compolure  imaginable,  our 
three  miffing  bailors;  who,  after  they  were  taken  off,  and  brought  on  board 
their  (hips,  gave  the  following  account  of  their  adventure :  “  that  awak¬ 
ing  in  the  beginning  of  the  night,  and  perceiving  their  companions 
had  left  them,  they  judged  it  expedient  to  fet  fire  to  all  the  villages, 
in  order  to  intimidate  the  enemy,  and  make  them  believe  that  the  whole 
detachment  Hill  continued  on  flaore,  which  had  done  them  fo  much  mif- 
chief  the  preceding  day.  That  as  foon  as  the  day  broke  they  repaired 
to  the  water’s  edge  to  fearch  for  a  boat,  in  which  they  hoped  to  be  con¬ 
veyed  on  board  their  (hips.  No  fuch  thing  however  could  be  found  ;  but 
luckily  for  them  this  raft  at  length  prefented  icfelf,  on  which  they  refolved 
to  cruft  themfelves.”  By  good  fortune,  they  arrived  fafe  among  their  com¬ 
panions,  before  their  enemies  had  fo  far  recovered  from  their  panic,,  as  to, 
think  of  cutting  off  their  retreat. 

I  cannot  now  afcertain  the  number  of  feamen  killed  in  this  expedition,, 
but  by  the  books  of  the  hofpital,  it  appeared  that  twenty -five  were  wounded  ; 
among  whom 'was  Mr.  Edward  Roberts ,  a  young  gentleman  of  the  ljle  of 
Wight ,  who  ferved  as  midfhipman  on  board  die  Kent,  and  was  fo  much 
hurt  by  a  mufkec-ball  he  received  in  his  hand,  as  to  be  obliged  to  have  it 
taken  off,  and  was.  in  great  danger  of  his  life  for  fome  time  afterwards. 
The  admiral  being  informed  of  his  misfortune,  of  the  intrepidity  he  had 
fhewn  in  the  addon,  and  of  his  manly  refolution  at  the  time  of  the  am¬ 
putation,  fent  him  a  meffage  by  me,  defiring  him  to  keep  up  his  fpirits, 
and  that  for  his  good  behaviour,  he  would  foon  make  him  a  lieutenant’ 

•  This. 
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On  our  taking  of  HougMey ,  and  burning  the  granaries,  the  Nabob  thought 
proper  to  take  fome  notice  of  Admiral  Watfon's.  letter  to  him  on  his  arrival 
at  Fulta-,  and  the  following  is  a  translation  of  the  letter  fent  by  Serajah 
Dowlah  to  the  admiral ;  dated  January  23d,  1757. 

“  YOU  write  me,  that  the  king  your  mafter  fent  you  into  India  to  pro¬ 
tect  the  company’s  Settlements,  trade,  rights,  and  privileges:  the  inftant 
I  received  that  letter,  I  fent  you  an  anfwer  * ;  but  it  appears  to  me  that 
my  reply  never  reached  you,  for  which  reafon  I  write  again.  I  muft  inform 
you  that  Roger  Drake ,  the  company’s  chief  in  Bengal ,  a.Cted  contrary  to 
the  orders  I  fent  him,  and  encroached  upon  my  authority :  he  gave  pro¬ 
tection  to  the  king’s  fubjeCts,  vvho  abfented  tHemfelves  from  the  infpeftion 
of  the  Durbar  f,  which  practice  I  did  forbid  ;  but  to  no  purpofe.  On  this 
account  I  was  determined  to.punilh  him,  and  accordingly  expelled  him 
my  country.  But  it  was  my  inclination  to  have  given  the  Englijh  company 
permiflion  to  have  carried  on  their  trade  as  formerly,  had  another  chief  been 
fent  here.  For  the  good  therefore  of  thefe  provinces,  and  the  inhabitants, 

I  fend  you  this  letter;  and  if  you  are  inclined  to  re-eftablilh  the  company,, 
only  appoint  a  chief,  and  you  may  depend  upon  my  giving  currency  to 
their  commerce,  upon  the  fame  terms  they  heretofore  enjoyed  :■  If  the 
EngBJJj  behave  themfelves  like  merchants,  and  follow  my  orders,  they  may  - 
reft  affured  of  my  favour,  protection,  and  affiftance.. 

If  you  imagine  that  by  carrying  on.  a  war  against  me,  you  can 

ESTABLISH..  A  TRADE  IN.  THESE-  DOMINIONS,.  YOU  MAY  DO  AS  YOU  THINK. 
FIT  J. 

The  Slave  of  Allum-guesr ,  king  of  fodojbatti  the  mighty  Conqueror,,  the.- 
Lamp  of  Riches,  ShabKulyKha»y.i\it  rnoft  valiant  among  warriors.” 


To  this  letter;  the.  admiral  fent.  the  following,  anfwer,  dated:  2.7  th  of V 
January^  1757. 

“  YOUR,  letter  of  the  23d'  of  this-  month  I- this  day  received;  It  has  , 
given -me.  the  greateft  -pleafure,  as.  it  informs  me  you.  had  written  to  me 
before;  acircumftance  I.am  glad  to  be-,  affured  of  under  your  hand,  as  the; 
not  anfwering  my  letter, .  would  have  been  fuch  an  affront  as  I;  could  not,, 
have  put  up  with  unnoticed,,  without  incurring  the  anger, of  the  king  my, 
mafter,  '  .  ’ 


»  This  affertion,  was  never  •  credited.-;  f  The  court  or-  levee  of  the  Haiti. 


t  This,,  paragraph,  .printed  in  .Small,  Ca? 
hand;  and  the  Reader  is  defireJ  to  obferve,  th; 
ihe  Admiral  and  jYr^tA.here  inferred,  .what  vvai 


iTALs,  was  .  written  with-  the-  Haiti's  own,, 
it  in  the  feveral  letters  which  paffed  between, 
written. by  thspifeivqs  is.  thus  diainoui&ed 

°  Yen 
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You  tell  me  in  your  letter,  that  the  reafon  of  your  expelling  the  Englifij  1757. 

out  of  thefe  countries,  was  the  bad  behaviour  of  Mr.  Brake,  the  company’s  ' - 

chief  in  Bengal.  But  befides,  that  princes,  and  rulers  of  ftates,  not  feeing 
with  their  own  eyes,  nor  hearing  with  their  own  ears,  are  often  mifinformed, 
and  the  truth  kept  from  them  by  the  arts  of  crafty  and  wicked  men ;  was 
it  becoming  the  juftice  of  a  prince  to  punifh  all  for  one  man’s  fake?  Or 
to  ruin  and  deftroy  fo  many  innocent  people,  as  had  no  way  offended,  but 
who,  relying  on  the  faith  of  the  royal  Phinnaund  *,  expefted  proteftion  and 
fecurity  both  to  their  property,  and  lives,  inftead  of  oppreffion  and  murder, 
which  they  unhappily  found  ?  Are  thefe  a&ions  becoming  the  juftice 
of  a  prince  ?  Nobody  will  fay  they  are.  They  can  only  then  have  been- 
eaufed  by  wicked  men,  who  have  mifreprefented  things  to  you  through 
malice,  or  for  their  own  private  ends ;.  for  great  princes  delight  in  afts  of 
juftice,  and  in  thewing  mercy. 

If  therefore  you  are  defirous  of'  meriting  the  fame  of  a  great  prince  and 
lover  of  juftice,  fhew  your  abhorrence  of  thefe  proceedings,  by  punifhing 
thofe  evil  counlellors  who  advifed  them;  caufe  latisfaftion  to  be  made  to 
the  company,  and  to  all  others  who  have  been  deprived  of  their  property; 
and  by  thefe  acts  turn  off  the  edge  of  the  fword  which  is  ready  to  fall  on 
the  heads  of  your  fubjects.. 

If  you  have  any  caufe  of  complaint  againft  Mr.  Brake,  as  it  is  .but  juft-.  . 
the  mafter  alone  fhould  have  a  power  over  his  fervant;  fend  your  com¬ 
plaints  to  the  company,,  and  l.  will  anfwerfor  it,,  they  will  give  youfatif- 
fa&ion,. 

Although  I  am  a  soldier,  as  well1  as  you,  I  had  rather  receive 

SATISFACTION.  FROM  YOUR  OWN  INCLINATION  TO  DO  JUSTICE,  THAN  BE 
OBLIGED  TO  FORCE  IT  FROM  YOU  BY  THE  DISTRESS  OF  YOUR  INNOCENT-' 
SUBJECTS.? 


The  Naieh'  being  determined  by  all  means  to  extirpate  th 'e  EttglijB,  took-, 
no  notice  of  this  letter,  till  he  had  collefted  together  his  forces,  and 
began  his  march  towards  us,,  when"  the  admiral  received  from  him  the 
following.. 


“  YOU  have  taken  and  plundered  Houghleyj  and  made  war'  upon  my 
fubjefts :  thefe  are  not.  aftions  becoming  merchants  !  I’ have  therefore  : 
left  Muxadalmd,  and  am  arrived  near  Hougbley, .  I  am  likewife  croffing  the 
river  with  my  army,  part  of  which  is  advanced  towards  your  camp.  Never- 
thelefs,  if  you  have  a  mind  to  have  the  company’s  bufmels  fettled  upon  its  ■ 
ancient  footing,  and, to  give. a  currency  to  their  trade  ;  feud  a  perfon  of  con¬ 
fidence  to  me-,  who  can  .make  your,  demands;  and  treat  with,  .me  upon  this 


»  Phin. 
in  Bengal 
poriant  pi 


plrma'm,  a  grant  or  decree  of  the  Mogul  or  emperor  ;  but  commonly  ufed  • 
ratenc  of  the  emperor .Fjtrrulhfeer.  which  granted  to  the  Engisjb  feveral  im- 


>nr  to  give  you  iatisfaction  even  in  that  particular,  in 
fiendlhip,  and  preferve  a  good  underftanding  for  the 
on.  You  are  a  Cbriftien,  and  know  how  much  prcfer- 
xlate  a  difpute,  than  to  keep  it  alive -,  but  if  you  are 
ice  the  intereft  of  your  company,  and  the  good  of 
>  your  inclinations  for  war,  it  is  no  fault  of  mine  :  to 


horfeand  15,000  foot,  io,coo  pioneers,  and  about  40,000 
>,  cooks.  Bazar-men ,  &c,  50  elephants,  and  40  pieces  of 
finitely  inferior  as  our  troops  were  in  number  to  this  valt 


nfidence  in  the  good  fortune  and  abilities  of  their  com-’ 
lid  not  in  the  leaft  hefitate  to  abide  the  attack.  Agrec- 
on,  the  colonel  formed  his  camp  on  a  fpot  of  ground 
it  four  miles  to  the  northward  of  Calcutta ,  between  it  and 
indeed  Calcutta  was  then  not  defenfiblc,  the  fort  had  no 
id  not  deferve  the  name,  and  there  were  houfes  fo  near 
nand  the  few  fortifications  it  had  f . 

bruary,  the  admiral  by  invitation  dined  with  the  colonel 
:hey  had  not  finiilied  their  meal,  before  the  Nabob's  army 
marching  at  about  a  mile  diftance  from  them,  in  the 
a.  The  admiral  foon  took  his  leave  of  the  gentlemen  of 
ned  in- his  boat  to  Calcutta ,  to  give  the  enemy  a  proper 
:y  attempt  to  recover  the  fort-,  one  or  two  of  their  fcouting 
as  he  palled  down  the  river.  The  fame  evening,  the 
t  of  the  camp  with  a  detachment  of  men  and  fix  field 
iwards  the  enemy,  and  drew  up  oppofite  to  their  line  of 
ade  prefendy  began  between  him  and  the  Nabob ,  (who 
=  of  cannon,  lome  of  them  32  pounders)  and  which  con- 


11  fearch  of  a  proper  place  for  an  encampment,  3 


[  III  ] 

tinned  till  it  was  quite  dark,  when  the  colonel  perceiving  that  nothing  of  1 757- 
confequence  could  be  gained  by  it,  ordered  his  men  to  defift,  and  to  return  ^ — * — - 
to  their  camp.  In  this  little  affair,  we  had  a  few  men  killed,  and  among 
the  wounded  were  Captain  Nicholas  Weller  of  the  king’s  regiment,  and 
Captain  Frafer  of  the  company’s  troops. 

The  following  day,  Meffrs.  Waljh  and  Scrafto u,  in  confequence  of  a  pro- 
pofal  made  by  the  Nabob,  that  two  proper  perfons  might  be  lent  to  him  to 
treat  of  a  peace,  were  difpatched  with  the  admiral’s  and  colonel’s  demands. 

But  thefe  gentlemen,  inftead  of  meeting  with  him  at  the  place  he  himfelf 
had  appointed,  were  condufted  to  Onikhuni' s  garden,  which  lies  within  the  - 
bound-ditch  of  Calcutta ,  and  which  he  had  now  fixed  upon  for  his  head 
quarters.  His  army  was  encamped  on  a  plain  about  4  miles  to  the  eaft- 
ward  of  the  town,  and  now  between  it  and  our  army.  They  did  not  fail  to 
exprefs  their  furprize  to  the  Nabob  at  not  finding  him  at  the  place  of  his 
own  appointment,  and  to  which  they  had  been  direfted  to  repair,  by  their 
principals ;  adding  that  they  very  much  doubted  whether  it  was  in  their 
power  to  treat  with  him  in  any  other  place.  After  entering  however  a 
little  upon  the  bufineis  that  brought  them  thither,  they  loon  found  from 
his  converfation,  that  his  intention  was  only  to  amufe ;  they  therefore* 
prefled  for  a  permiflion  to  leave  him,  and  prefently  after  withdfew.  He 
referred  them,  for  a,  farther  explanation  of  his  fentiments,  to  one  of  his 
principal  agents,  who  was  a  Seref  or  Banker ;  but  as  foon  as  Meffrs.  Waljh 
and  Scrafton  could  get  from  him,  they  thought  it  prudent  (for  fear  of  any 
treachery)  to  put  out  their  light,  and  then  made  the  beft  of  their  way  to  the 
colonel  at  Ills  camp. 

As  foon  as  the  colonel  had  been  acquainted  with  the  iffue  of  their  nego¬ 
tiation,  he  came  to  an  immediate  refoiution  of  attacking  the  Nabob  in  his 
camp  that  very  night.  For  this  purpofe,  he  difpatched  away  an  exprefs  to 
the  admiral,  acquainting  him  with  his  defign,.  arid  defiring  him  to  ftrengthen 
his  little  army  with  a  reinforcement  of  failors.  Orders  were  accordingly 
lfl'ued  to  the  feveral  captains  of  the  fquadron  to  fend  their  proportion 
of  officers  and  failors  for  this  fervice,  all  volunteers,  and  who  made  ’ 
up  a  body  of  five  hundred  and  fixty-nine  men.  They  had  orders  to 
proceed  immediately  by  water  to  the  camp,  under  the  command  of  Captain 
Thomas  Warrick  of  the  Thunder  bomb-ketch,  and  they  joined  the  colonel 
abouc  two  in  the  morning,  whofe  troops  were  already  under,  arms.  Captain 
Warrick  with  his  reinforcement  was  ordered  to  attend  and  guard  the  train 
of  artillery,  which  confifted  of  fix  field-pieces  and  one  cohorn.  Soon  after¬ 
wards  they  marched  off  the  ground  in  the  following  order  :  The  king’s 
and  company’s  granadiers  in  the  front ;  the  failors  with  the  train  next ;  then 
followed  the  battalion  ;  and  the  Sepoys  brought  up  the  rear.  At  three, 
the  colonel  altered  his  difpofition,  and  marched  the  battalion  before  the 
train.  In  this  order  they  went  on  unperceived  till  day-break,  (having  Mr. 

Amyatt ,  one  of  the  council,,  ai.d  a  black  man,  for  thpir  guides.)  About 
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1757  five  o’clock  they  got  over  the  trenches  into  the  Nabob' s  camp,  and  then 
-v — ,  began  firLng  away  on  all  fides,  making  their  way  quite  through  the  camp, 
and  killing  great  numbers  of  the  enemy.  Unfortunately,  there  was  at  that 
time  one  of  thofe  remarkable  thick  fogs,  which  at  certain  fcafons  of  the 
year  prevail  in  Bengal,  and  render  objects  at  the  diftance  of  two  or  three 
yards  as  invifible  as  in  the  darkeft  night;  by  this  the  guides  miftook  their 
way,  and  inftead  of  going  ,  on  to  the  Nabob's,  head  quarters,  as  the  colonel 
intended,  they  turned  too  much  to  the  left,  and  led  the  troops  without  the 
JBungelo  ditch,  behind  which  the  enemy  had  entrenched  themfelves.  This 
miftake  in  all  probability  faved  the  Nabob's  whole  army  from  an  entire 
defeat  it  is  certain,  that  it  made  the  colonel’s  vi&ory  much  lefs  complete 
than  it  otherwife  would  have  been  ;  for  as  the  day  advanced,  and  the  fog 
.difperfed,  he  could  not  think  of  renewing  the  aftion  by  attacking  the  enemy 
again  with  his  fmall  body  of  forces,  fecured  as  they  were  behind  a  ftrong 
jntrenchment  made  fome  years  before  by  the  Englijlo  for  the  defence  oi 
Calcutta  againft  th cMaharattas.  He  therefore  drew  off  his  little  army,  and 
gaining  a  pafs  over  the  intrenchment  about  a  mile  from  the  place  of  aftion, 
advanced  amidft  a  brifk  cannonading  on  both  Tides  towards  Calcutta,  where 
the  army  arrived  about  noon. 

We  loft  upwards  of  fifty  men  in  this  a&ion;  a  platoon  of  the  company’s 
grenadiers  being  blown  up  before  day  by  a  Ihower  of  the  enemies  arrows 
with  fire-rocket.s  falling  upon  them,  which  fet  fire  to  the  powder  that  they 
carried  in  their  pockets.  Captain  Pye,  and  Captain  Bridges,  (the  laft  of 
whom  was  alfo  Colonel  Clive' s  fecretary)  were  killed  early  in  the  morning. 
Lieutenant  Lutwidge  *  of  the  Salifbttry  was  mortally  wounded,,  and  about 
15  other  feamen  loft  their  lives.  -The  carriages  of  two  pieces  of  our 
cannon  which  were  in  the  rear  of  the  army,  breaking,  we  were  obliged  to 
leave  them  behind. 

We  had  various  accounts  of  the  number  killed  in  the  Nabob's  army  in 
this  aftion.  A  Brahmin,  who  was  in  his  camp  foon  afterwards,  allured  us, 
_that  he  had  1300  men  killed  and  wounded.  Among  the  former,  were 
two  of  his  principal  generals,  22  captains,  &c.  Five  hundred  horfes  were 
alfo  killed,  and  three  or  four  elephants.  So  great  a  (laughter  however  was 
made  among  them,  as  to  alarm  the  Nabob,  and  fill  hjs  mind  with  continual 
apprehenfions  of  being  foon  attacked  again.  For  the  colonel,  prefently 
after  his  return  to  Calcutta,  by  a  very  fpirited  and  excellent  manoeuvre, 
at  five  the  fame ■  afternoon  took  poffeffion  of  his  former  camp,  and  like  a 
heavy  cloud,  feemed  to  hang  over  the  Nabob's  army,  ready  to  burft  upon 
it.  This  timorous  Barbarian  therefore,  for  fear  of  a  fecond  Jurprizc, 
kept  his  troops  under  arms  the  whole  night. 

■ent  in  Admiral 
d  the  flower  of 

Immediately 


Mr.  Lutomdge 
Uatfon’s  fquadron 


s  one  of  thofe  many  fpirited  young  gentlemen  who  w 
,  the£ia/?  Indits ,  and  who  were  often  juftly  denominate 
Gied  at  flefc  quarters  the  10th  of  March,  of  the  wound  he  rccei' 


Immediately  after  the  ftorming  of  the  Nabob's  camp,  the  admiral  wrote 
the  following  letter  to  him,  dated  February  6,  1 757. 


“THE  letter,  which  you  will  receive  with  this,  was  written  the  day 
before  yefterday  *  ;  but  before  that  I  could  get  it  tranllated  into  the  Perfian 
language  in  order  to  its  being  fent  to  you,  I  was  informed  by  Colonel 
Clive ,  that  you  had  treated  his  deputies  with  difrefpeft,  and  that  you  was 
within  the  bounds  of  Calcutta ,  from  which  you  had  refufed  to  retire. 

Evidences  fo  full  and  pofitive,  of  your  bad  intentions  towards  us,  that 
however  ftrong  my  inclinations  might.be  towards  peace,  I  could  no  longer 
entertain  any  reafonable  hopes  of  feeing  it  accomplilhed.  I  therefore  de- 
fired  Colonel  Clive  to  lhew'  you  what  an  army  of  Englijhmen  was  capable  of 
doing,  that  before  it  was  too  late  you  might  agree  to  the  propofals,  which 
would  be  made  to  you.  He  yielded  to  my  defire,  and  marched  through 
your  whole  camp,  as  if  it  had  not  been  filled  with  armed  men ;  after  which 
he  returned  to  his  own,  where  he  will  remain  yet  a  little  while,  in  hopes 
of  feeing  you  accede  to  the  reafonable  propofals,  which  are  now  offered  to 
you  for  the  laft  time,  from  the  fecret  committee.  If  you  are  wife,  you  will 
grant  them  the  juflice  that  is  their  due  •,  otherwife,  the  fword  is  going  to  be 
drawn  that  never  will'be  fheathed  again.” 


C  ”4  ] 

The- day 'following,  the  NaM  made  overtures  for  a  peace,  and  drew  off 
his  forces,  and  began  his  march  back  to  his  capital  Mumdabad ;  and  on 
the  9th  of  February  the  following  letter  was  received  by  the  admiral,  with 
the  treaty  of  peace. 


! The  Nabob  to  the  Admiral. 

“THE  colonel’s  letter  I  have  received,  with  the  agreement  of  the 
governor  and  council  figned  and  fealed.  He  defires  me  to  get  the  articles 
of  the  treaty  now  made,  ratified  by  my  great  men  and  principal  officers. 
I  have  complied  with  his  reqneft;  it  will  be  proper  like  wife  for  you  and 
the  colonel  on  one  part,  and  myfelf  on  the  other,  to  execute  an  agreement, 
that  hoflilities  between  us  fin  all  ceafe ;  that  the  Englijh  will  always  remain 
my  friends  and  allies  j  and  that  they  will  affift  me  againft  my  enemies.  For 
this  purpofe,  I  fend  a  perfon  of  diftin&ion  and  confidence  who  will  fpeak 
at  large  the  fentiments  of  my  heart,  and  1  hope  you  will  inform  him  of 
your  difpofition  towards  me.  The  articles  which  were  fent  tome,  I  have 
returned,  figned,  by  myfelf,  the,  king’s  Luan,  my  own  Duan ,  and  t heBukhfhi 
■of  my  army,  Ifhould  be  glad  if  you  would  confirm  this  treaty  by  a  paper 
under  your  hand  and . Teal,  as  the  colonel  has  done.  I  have  in  the  mod 
folemn  manner  called  God  and  th u  Prophets  to  witnefs,  that  I  have  made- 
peace  with  the  Englijh.  As  long  as  I  have  life  1  {hall  efteem  your  enemies, 
as  enemies  to  me,  and  will  aflift  you  to  the  utmofl:  of  my  power  whenever 
you  require  it.  Do  you  likewife,  and  the  colonel,  and  chiefs  of  the 
Englijh  faftory  fwear  in  the  prefence  of  the  Almighty  God  to  obferve  and 
perform  your  part,  of  the  treaty,  and  to  efteem  my  enemies  as  your  own, 
and  always  be  ‘ready  to  give  the  your  affiftance  againft:  them:  and  though 
you  may  not  come  yourfelf,  I  flatter  myfelf  you  will  fend  the  aid  I  ihall  at 
airy'  tiifie  afk  for.  God  is  the  witnefs  between  us  in  this  treaty. 

'GOD  AMD  HIS  PROPHETS  ARK  WITNESSES,  THAT  I  NEVER  WILL  DEVI¬ 
ATE  '  FROM  tfftE  TERMS  OF  THE  TREATY  I  HAVE  NOW  MADE  WITH  THE 

ENGLISH  cqmpa'nv,  and  that  I  will  on  all  occasions  shew  them 

MV  FAVOUR,  RELYING  ON  YOUR  FAITH  TO  OBSERVE  INVIOLABLY  YOUR  PART 
©F  THE  TREATY* 

Articles  iteceded  to,  figned  and  fealed'  by  the  Nabob,  9th  of  February,  1757.' 

I.  Whatever  rights  arid  privileges  the  king  hath  granted  to  the  Englijh 
company  in  the  Phirmaunds  *  and  Uifbalhookums  f  fent  from  Belhi,  fhall 
not  be  difputed,.  or  taken  from  them,  and  the  immunities  therein  mentioned: 
ffend  good  arid  be  acknowledged.  Whatever  villages  are  given  by  the 
PhirMmdrtoihe  cohrpany,  {hall  likewife -be  granted,  nbtwithftanding  they 

*  Patents  or  papers  figned-  by  the  MoguL 
■  ■'  d  Papers  figned.  by  the  Elicit,. 

have 
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have  been  denied  them  by  former  Soubahdars,  but  the  Zemindars,  of  thefe 
villages  are  not  to  be  hurt  or  difplaced  without  caufe. 

I  do  agree  to  the  terms  of  the  Phirmaund. 

II.  All  goods  pafiing  and  repairing  through  the  country  by  land  or 
water  in  Bengal ,  Bahar,  and  Orixa  with  Englijh  Dujlucks,  {hall  be  exempt 
from  any  tax,  fee  or  impofition  from  Choquedars,  Gaulivahs,  Zemindars * 
or  any  others. 

I  agree  to  this. 

III.  All  the  company’s  factories  feized  by  the  Nabob  {hall  be  returned. 
All  the  money, .  goods  and  effedts  belonging  to  the  company,  their  fervants 
and  tenants,  and  which  have  been  feized  and  taken  by  the  Nabob,  {hall  be 
reftored.  What  has .  been  plundered  and  pillaged  by  his  people  {hall  be 
made  good  by  the  .payment  of  fuch  a  fum  of  money  as  his.  juftice  {hall  think 
reafonable. 

I  agree  to  reftore  whatever  has  been  feized  and  taken  by  my  orders ,  and 
accounted  for  in  my  Sincany  -f. 

IV.  That  we  have  permiffion  to  fortify  Calcutta  in  fuch  a  manner  as 
we  think  proper  without  interruption. 

I  confent  to  it. 

V.  That  we  {hall  have  liberty  to  coin  Sheas  both  of  gold  and  filver, 
of  equal  weight  and  finenefs  to  thofe  of  Muxadabad,  which  {hall  pafs  cur¬ 
rent  in  the  province,  and,  that  there  be  no  demand  made  fora  deduction 
of  Batta. 

/  confent  to  the  Englilh  company’s  coining  their  own  Bullio  n  inti 
Siccas, 

VI.  That  the  treaty  Ihall  be  ratified  by  figning,  feaiing,  and  fwearing 
in  the  prefence  of  God  and  his  Prophets  to  abide  by  the  articles  therein 
contained,  not  only,  by  the  Nabob,  but  his  principal  officers,  and.  minifters. 

I  have  fealei  and  figned  the  articles  in  the  prefence  of  God  and  his- 
Prophets. 

VII.  That,  Admiral  Charles Watfon  and  Colonel  Robert  Clive ,  on  the  part  and 
behalf  of  the  Englijh  nation  and  of  the  company,  do  agree  to  live  in  a.good  un-r 
demanding  with,  the Nabob,  to  put  an  end  to  the  troubles,  and  be  in  friend^ 

*  Officers  belonging  to  the.  cuftoms.  and  revenues, 

+  Government  books. 
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fhip  with  him,,  whilft  thefe  articles  are  obferved'  and  performed  by  the- 
Nabob. 

I  have  figned  and  foaled  the  foregoing  articles  upon  thefe  terms ,  that  if 
the  governor  and  council -will  ftgn  and  feal  them  -with  the  company' s  feal,  and. 
wiU’fwear  to  the  performance  on  their  part,  I  then  confent  and  agree  to 


Then  followed  the  Nabob’s  feal,  and  Meer  Jaffier  and  Rajah  Dullub ,  two 
of  his  general  officers,  alfo  underfigned  it. 


f The  Governor  and  Council’s  agreement  -with  the  Nabob  of  Bengal. 

«  We  the  Englijh  Eaft  India  company,  in  the  prefence  of  his  Excellency 
the  Nabob  Munferood  Muluk  Serajah  Dowlah,  Soubahdar  of  the  provinces, 
of  Bengal,  Bahar  and  Orixa ,  by  the  hands  and  feal  of  the,  council,  do  agree' 
and  promife  in  the  mod  folemn'  manner,  that  the  bufxnefs  of  the  company’s, 
faflories,  which  are  in,  the  jurifdiction  of  the  Nabob ,  fhall  be  tranfafted 
‘  as  formerly  ;  that  we  will  never  do  violence  to  any  perfons  without  caufe; 
that  we  will  never  offer  protection  to  any  perfons  having  accounts  with  the- 
government,  to,  any  of  the  king’s  Fuluckdars-  or  Zemindars,  to  any  mur- 
therers  or  robbers,  nor  will  ever  aft  contrary  to  the  tenor  of  the  articles 
granted  by  the  Nabob  we  will  carry  on  our  trade  in  the  former  channel,, 
and  never  in  any  refpeft  deviate  from  this  agreement.” 

The  admiral  alfo  made  the-  following  return  to  the  Nabob. 

“  I  received  the  letter,  you  have  done  me  the  honour  to  write  me, ,  by 
Runjel  Roy,  who  has  given  me  the  greatefl  Tatisfaction  by  acquainting- 
me  with  your  good  difpofition  towards  our  nation,  and  y.our  fincere  defire 
to  live  with  us  in  the  ftrifleft  terms  of  friendfhip  and  alliance. 

Before  this  letter,  can  come  to  your  hands,  he  will  have  made  known  to-, 
you,  how  much- 1  agree  in  the.  fame  fentiments ;  the  fincerity  of  which  I  hope, 
every  day  to  manifeft'more  and  more,  that  you  may  be  thereby  convinced 
how  much-the  Englijh  have  been  wronged  by  thofe  who  have  reprefentecl 
them  to  you,  as  an  ambitious,  troublefome  people.  I  truft  you  will  live  to 
fee  by  their  conduft  henceforward,  that  their  charafler  is  the  very  reverfe  ; 
and  that  there  is  not  in  the  world  a  more  peaceable  people,  when  not  op~ 
preffed  ;  although  I  confefs  there  are  none  more  ready  to  draw  the  fword, 
when  greatly  injured.. 

The  paper  of'agree'ment  to  the  treaty  on  my- part,  T  fend" you  herewith, 
done  in  the  manner  you  defired  it,  figned  with  my  hand  and  fealed 
with  my  feal.  And  I  call  upon  the  Almighty,  whom  we  both  worfhip, 
to  bear  witnefs  again  ft  and  gunifh  me,  if  I  ever  fail  in  .  obferving  to  the 
’  mmaft; 
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otmoft  of  my  power,  every  part  of  the  treaty,  concluded  between  yourfelf 
and  the  EngHJh  nation,  fo  long  as  you  lhall  faithfully  obferve  your  part, 
•which  I  make  no  doubt  will  be  as  long  as  you  have  life.  What  can  I  add 
more?  but  my  willies,  chat  your  life  may  be  long,  and  crowned  with  all 
manner  of  profperity.” 

“  I  Charles  Watfon ,  &c.  &c.  in  the  name  of  his  Britannic  majefty,  and  in 
the  prefence  of  God  and  Jefu.s  Chrift,  do  iblemnly  declare,  that  I  will  faith¬ 
fully  obferve  and  maintain  the  peace  concluded  on  the  9th  of  February, 
1757,  between,  the  Soubabdar,  &fc.  and  the  Englijh,  in  every  part  and 
article  thereof.  And  that  fo  long  as  the  Souhahdar ,  &c.  fliall  abide  by  his 
promifes,  and  the  articles  figned  by  him,  I  will  always  look  upon  his 
enemies  as  the  enemies  of  my  nation,  and  when,  called  upon,  will  grant  him 
all  tire  affiltance  in  my  power.” 

The  Soubabdar  or  Nabob,  on  the  ratification  of  the  treaty,,  fent  the  ufual 
prefent  to  the  admiral,  governor,  and  colonel ;  to  each  an  elephant,  a  drefs 
or  veil,  and  head  jewel,  and  which  were  received  by  the  governor  and  colonel  as 
reprefentatives  of  the  company  but  Mr.  TVaifon ,  as  reprefentative  of  the 
king,  refufed  to  accept  the  prefent.  However,  he  received  the  Nabob’s 
officers  who  brought  them,  in  a  very  polite  manner  on  board  the  Kent,  and 
difplayed  to  them  his  lower  tier  of  32  pounders,  of.  which,  they  made  a. 
dreadful  report  to  their  matter,  who.not  conceiving  any  great  liking  to  his 
new  friends,  continued  his  march  with  all  hafte  to  the  capital,  happily 
for  his  fubjefts  fomewhat  humbled  by  his  late  defeat.  Mr.  Watts,  one  of 
the  council,  being  well  verfed  in  the  country  language,  and  in  their  politics 
and  cuftoms,  accompanied  the  Nabob  to  attend  the  fulfilling  of  the 
treaty  *. 

Mr-.  Watts  carried  'with  him  the  following  letter  from  the  admiral  to  the 
Nabob,  ,  dated  the  16th  of  February  1757. 

“  0  MI.CHUND  has  informed  me  of  "the  particulars  you.  was  pleafed 
to.  inftruct  him  with-.  The  advice  you  have  received  of  a  fleet  of  French 
men  of  war,  and  a  large  land  army  under  the  command  of  Monlr.  Bitjfy, 
being  in  their  way  to  thefe  provinces,  I  believe  is  true ;  I  have  likewife 
heard  that  they  are  coming  here  to  commit  hoftilities  againft  us.  In  regard 
to  your  defire,  that  I  would  do  all  in  my  power  to  prevent  their  coming 
into  thefe  territories  •,  you  may  allure  yourfelf,  I  will  ule  rny  bell  endeavours 
to  prevent  it,  in  order  to  manifeft  my  friendfhip  for  you.  A  requeft  of  this 
nature  I  fliall  always  take  pleafure  in  granting,  and  by  my  readinefs  to 
comply  with  your  defire,  you  will  be  fufficiendy  convinced  of  the  fincerity 
of.  my  friendfhip  and  efteem,  and  be  fatisfied  with  my  adlions.  'What  has 
been  deftroyed  and  ruined  by  your  anger  and  refentment,  I  trult  will  again 


*•  Ssraftm’s  refie£lions  oiuthe  government  0 i  lmiojlan. 
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flourilli  under  your  favour,  and  protection.  Mr.  Watts  is  now  fent  to.wait 
upon  you,  in  behalf  of  the  governor  and  council,  and  I  flatter  myfelt  you 
will  conient  to  the  petitions  he  may  have  to  make 


Thus  by  the  fp.irited  and  gallant  behaviour  of  the  two  Englijh  command¬ 
ers,  the  affairs  of  the  company,  which  a  few  months  before  l'eemed  verging 
on  inevitable  ruin,  were  not  only  quite  retrieved,  but  put  upon  a  firmer 
and  better  footing  than  ever;  and  the  treaty  would  have  been  yet  more 
advantageous  than  it  was,  had  not  the  admiral  and  colonel,  juft  at  the  time  of 
drawing  it,  received  intelligence  of  a  war  with  France ,  which  was  foon  after¬ 
wards  fully  confirmed  by  the  arrival  of  Commodore  James  j-  in  the.  Re¬ 
venge  ;  and  the  French  garrifon  at  Chaniernagore  was  well  known  to  confift 
of  500  Europeans  and  more  than  a  1000  Sepoys ,  which  if  they  had  then 
joined  the  Nabob,  mu  ft  have  probably  terminated  in  our  company’s  ruin. 
Confidering  all  circumftances,  the  treaty  was  honourable,  and  advantageous 
for  us,  and'the  Nabob  was  in  fome  meafure  puniftied  for  thofe  unheard  of 
cruelties  which,  he  had  fo  wantonly,  exercifed  againft  many  innocent  indi¬ 
viduals  J. 

As  foon  as  all  difficulties  with  the  Indians  were  thus  happily  removed, 
the  next  objeft  that  naturally  prefented  itfelf,  was  the  reducing  the  French 
power  in  this  province.  The  committee  indeed,  who  had  the  direction  of 
the  company’s  affairs  in  Bengal,  took  care  to  reprefent  to  the  admiral,  that 
as  a  peace  had  been  concluded  with  the  Nabob,  this  was  the  only  opportu¬ 
nity  he  perhaps  might  ever  meet  with,  for  afting  offenfively  againft  the 
French,  from  whofe  councils,  great  evils  were  ftill  to  be  expefted. 

The  admiral,  who  plainly  faw.the  force  of  this  reafoning,  moft  readily 
came  into  the  propofal  •,  and  nothing  would  have  prevented  his  immediately 
commencing  hoftilities  againft  the  French,  had  not  fome  gentlemen  of  that 
nation  arrived  at  this  time  from  Chandernagori  with  frefh  propofals  for  a  ■ 
neutrality.  Thefe  were  thought  fo  reafonable  by.  many  gentlemen  of  our 
company’s  council,  that  for  a  while  matters  flood  in  a  ftate  of  fufpence,  and 


*  Thefe  were  for  his  confent.to  our  attacking  the  French. 

+  Mr,.  James's,  arrival  in  the  Ganges,  was  very  opportune,  not  only  on  account  of  the 
certain  intelligence  of.  the  war  with  !■>*#«,  but  by  bringing  with  him  in  his  own  ft  ip  and 
two.  tranfports,  a  detachment  of  500  men,  which  enabled  us  immediately  to  adl  offenfively 
again P.  the  FrwcA,  His  great  merit  in  undertaking,  and  unremitting  perieverance  in  accom¬ 
plishing,  the  pafl'age  round  .{tom.Bmbiij/  ia  that  uncommon  late  feafon  of  the  year,  ought  alfo 
to.be  particularly  noticed;  as  well -as  his  taking  on  the  paffage  i’ him,  a  French  Indiaman, 
laden  with-  warlike  ftores  and  provifions  for  the  French  fquadron  then  at  the  ifland  of  Mauri- 
tiust  which  greatly  diflrefled  them,  and  retarded  their  operations.  \ 

*  HP°Vhe  '^cation  of  the  treaty  with  the  Nabob,  the  admiral  fent  home  Captain 
Warrtck  with  expreffes  of  intelligence  to  the  Secretary  of  State  and  the.  Admiralty. 

^  nothing 
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nothing  was  talked  of  but  a  treaty  of  peace  and  amity  between  the  two 
nations  in  Bengal.  At  length,  the  following  fuggeltion  arofe:  “  Whether 
the  government  of  Chandernagore ,  (being  fubordinate  to  that  at  Pondicherry ) 
had  in  themfelves  fufficient  authority  to  make  the  treaty  valid,  fhculd  the 
prefidency  at  Pondicherry  chance  to  difapprove  of  their  proceedings.”  This 
fmgle  queftion  piitan  end  to  all  thoughts  of  a  neutrality;  for  as  the  French 
deputies,  upon  its  being  put  to  them,  did  not  prefvme  to  anl'wer  in  the 
affirmative,  and  as  it  was  by  this  time  known  that  war  had  actually  been 
declared  between  the  two  nations  \nEurope,  the  admiral  came  to  a"refolu- 
tion  of  breaking  oft  the  negotiation.  Accordingly  he,  on  the  part  of  his 
-fnajefty,  and  the  committee,  on  that  of  the  Englijh  E aft  India  company, 
entered  into  an  agreement  for  attacking  Chandernagore,  the  principal  fettle- 
ment  of  the  French  in  this  part  of  the  Indies,  and  ftrongly  garrifoned.  The 
fort  was  a  regular  fquare,  about  three  quarters  of  a  mile  in  circumference, 
with  4  baftions,  each  mounting  1 6  guns,  befides  fome  on  the  curtain,  and  a 
battery  of  4  pieces  of  cannon  On  the  top  of  a  church.  There  was  a  dry 
foffe  round  the  three  Tides  to  the  land,  with  a  glacis  of  about  4a  yards.  Ac 
the  northward  port  was  a  ravelin  mounting  5  guns,  and  oppofite  the  port 
towards  the  water  fide  was  a  mud  battery  of  6  guns  which  flanked  down 
the  river. 

The  expedition  would  have  taken  place  in  a  few  days,  had  not  the  Nalob 
■interpofed:  as  early  as  the  19th  of  February,  he  fent  the  following  letter 
to  the  admiral. 

“  TO  put  an  end  to  the  ho'ftilities  in  my  country  and  dominions,  I 
cohfented  and-agreed  to  the  treaty  of  peace  with  theEvgliJh,  .that  trade  and 
co'm'merce  might  be  carried  on  as  formerly  ;-  to  which  treaty  you  have  agreed, 
:and  a  firm  accommodation  between  usds  fettled  and  eftablifhed :  you  have 
likewife  fent  mean  agreement,  tindcryotir  own  hand  and  feal,  not  to  difturix 
the -tranquility  of  my  country;  but  it  now  appears  that  you  have  a  deiign 
to  befiege  the  French  fadtory  near  Mougbky,  and  to  Commence  :boftilities 
againft  that  nation.  This  is  contrary  to  all  rule  and  cilftom,  that  you  fhould- 
bring  your  animofities  and  differences  into  my  country;  for  it  has  never- 
been  known  fince  the  days  of  Timur,  that  the  Europeans  made  war  upon 
one  another  within  the  king’s  dominions.  If  you  are  determined  to  befiege 
th e  French  faftories,  I  lhall  be  neceffitated  in  honour  and  duty  to  mydting,  to- 
affift  them  with  my  troops.  You  feem  inclined  to  break  the  treaty  fo- 
lately  concluded  between  us;  formerly  the  Maharattas  infefted  thefe  domi¬ 
nions,  and  :for  many  years  harraffed  the  country  with  war,  but  when  the 
'difpute  was  accommodated,  and  a  treaty  of  peace  with  that  people  con¬ 
cluded,  they  never  broke,  nor  will  they  ever  deviate  from,  the  terms  of  the 
laid  trdaty.  It  is  a  wrong  -and  wicked  praftice,  to  break  through  ancl  pay 
no  regard  to  treaties  made  in  the  m'offifblemn  manner; -  you  are  certainly- 
bound  to  abide  by  your  part  of  the  treaty  ftridtly,  and  never  to  attempt  or 
be  the  occafion  of  any  troubles  or  difhirbances  in  future  within  the  provinces 
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175.7-  under  my  jurifdiftion.  I  will  on.  my  part  obferve  moft  punctually  What  I 
' — have  promifed  and  confented  to. 

I  win  MAINTAIN  AND  PRESERVE  ON  MY  PART  THE  TREATY  OF  PEACE 
I  HAVE  MADE  WITH  THE  ENGLISH,  WHICH  WITH  THE  PERMISSION  OF 
God  I  hope  will  continue  for  ever.  You  may  have  heard,  that 

FOR  SEVEN  YEARS,  WE  HAD  CONSTANT  WARS  WITH  THE  MAHA- 
RATTA’s,  BUT  WHEN  A  TREATY  OF  PEACE  WAS  CONCLUDED  WITH  THEM, 
THEY  STRICTLY  OBSERVED  THE  TERMS,  AND  NEVER  DEVIATED  FROM  THEM. 
It  is  eut  just  and  reasonable  that  YOUR  NATION  SHOULD  PAY  RE¬ 
GARD  TO  THE  LATE  TREATY,  AND  COMMIT  NO  HOSTILITIES  IN  MY  COUN¬ 
TRY,  NOR  DISTURB  ITS  TRANQUILITY  WITH  ANY  DIFFERENCES,  THAT  MAY 
SUBSIST  BETWEEN  YOU  AND  OTHER  EUROPEAN  POWERS, 


To  this,  the  Admiral  lent  the  following  reply,  dated  the  21ft  of  Fe¬ 
bruary,  1757. 

“  YOUR  letter  of  the  19th,  I  was  honoured  with  this  morning,  and 
obferve  that  you  difapprove  of  our  committing  hoftilities  againft  the  French 
fettled  in  thefe  provinces.  Had  I  imagined  it  would  have  given  you  any 
umbrage,  I  fhould  never  have  entertained  the  leaft  thoughts  of  difturbing 
the  tranquility  of  your  country,  by  acting  againft  that  nation  within  the 
Ganges  ;  and  am  now  ready  to  delift  from  attacking  their  faftory,  or  commit¬ 
ting  other  hoftilities  againft  them  in  thefe  provinces,  if  they  will  'confent  and 
agree  to  a  folid  treaty  of  neutrality ;  and  if  you  as  Soubahdar  of  Bengal  will 
under  your  hand  guarantee  this  treaty,  and  promife  to  protect  the  Englijh 
from  any  attempts  made  by  that  nation  againft  our  fettlements  during  my 
abfence.  1  am  perfuaded  you  have  heard  of  no  people  in  the  world  who 
pay  a  ftricter  regard  to  their  word,  and  to  the  faith  of  treaties,  than  the 
Englijh ;  and  I  do  fincerely  allure  you,  thac  I  will  inviolably  preferve  the 
peace  we  have  concluded  with  you,  and  1  dare  anfwer  for  the  colonel  and 
the  company’s  reprefentatives,  that  they  will  not  attempt  to  infringe  any 

I  HAVE  RATIFIED  THE  LATE  TREATY  BETWEEN  YOU  AND  THE  EN¬ 
GLISH  WITH  MY  HAND  AND  SEAL  ;  AND  I  NOW  REPEAT  MY  ASSU¬ 
RANCES,  MADE  IN  THE  PRESENCE  OF  GOD  AND  OF  JESUS  CHRIST, 
THAT  I  WILL  MAINTAIN  AND  PRESERVE  INVIOLABLY  MY  PART  OP  THE 
SAID  TREATY,  NOT  DOUBTING  .OF  YOUR  SINCERITY  IN  PERFORMING  SUCH 
ARTICLES  AS  YOU  HAVE  CONSENTED  TO.  I  LIKEWISE  PROMISE  THAT  I 
WILL  NOT  DISTURB  THE  TRANQUILITY  OF  YOUR  COUNTRY,  BY  COM¬ 
MITTING  ANY  HOSTILITIES  AGAINST  THE  FRENCH,  PROVIDED  YOU  WILL 
BE  ANSWERABLE  FOR  THEIR  OBSERVANCE  OF  A  STRICT  neutrality 


'The 
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Th t  French,  by  the  prevailing  power  of  corruption,  had  gained  fome  of  1757.' 
the  courtiers,  and  they  fo  influenced  the  Nabob,  that  without  waiting  for  v — «i 

the  above  anfwer  to  his  letter  of  the  19th,  on  the  20th  he  fent  another  let¬ 
ter  to  the  admiral. 

“THE  letter  I  wrote  to  you  yefterday,  I  imagine  you  have  received  * 

Xince  which  I  have  been  informed  by  the  French  Vackeel  that  five  or  fix 
additional  fhips  of  war  have  arrived  in  the  river,  and  that  more  are , ex- 
petted.  He  reprefen  ts_  likewife,  that  you  defign  commencing  hoftilities 
againft  me  and  my  fubjetts  again,  as  foon  as  the  rains  are  over.  This  is 
not  atting  agreeable  to  the  charafter  of  a  true  foldier,  and  a  man  of  honour, 
who  never  violated  their  words.  If  you  are  fincere  in  the  treaty  concluded 
with  me,  fend  your  flips  of  war  out  of  the  river,  and  abide  ftedfaftly  by 
your  agreement ;  I  will  not  fail  in  the  obfervance  of  the  treaty  on  my  part. 

Is  it  becoming  or  honeft  to  begin  a  war,  after  concluding  the  peace  fo 
lately  and  folemnly  ?  The  Maharattas  are  bound  by  no  gofpel,  yet  they  are 
ft  rift  obfervers  of  treaties.  It  will  therefore  be  matter  of  great  aftonilhment, 
and  hard  to  be  believed,  if  you,  who  are  enlightened  with  the  gofpel,  Ihould 
not  remain  firm,  and  preferve  the  treaty  you  have  ratified,  in  the  prefence 
of  God  and  Jeftts  Chrift .” 


To  this  the  Admiral  replied  in  a  letter  dated  the  25th  of  Februan , 

I757- 


“  YOUR  letter  of  the  20th  inftant  I  received  two  days  ago ;  but  being 
juft  in  the  height  of  my  difpatches  for  England,  I  was  not  able  to  anfwer 
it  till  now.  I  know  not  how  to  exprefs  to  you  my  aftonifhmenr,  at  find¬ 
ing  myfelf  taxed  with  having  a  defign  to  break  the  peace,  on-  fo  flight  a 
foundation  as  a  bafe  fellow’s  having  dared  to  tell  you  fo,  without  any  one 
aftion  of  mine  being  produced  to  lupport  fo  extravagant  and  impudent 
an  accufation,  which  has  not  the  lead;  fhadow  of  probability  to  render  it 
credible.  You  tell  me,  “  It  is  unworthy  the  charafter  of  a  foldier,  and 
“  man  of  honour,  to  violate  their  words !”  In  what  Angle  inftance,  fincemy 
being  here,  have  I  afted  fo  unworthily  as  to  make  you  think  me  capable 
of  violating  mine  ?  Yourfelf  can  anfwer  for  me,  in  none.  My  dealing  with 
you  hath  always  been  full  of  that  franknefs  and  fincerity,  for  which  my 
countrymen  are  remarkable  throughout  the  known  world.  From  you,  Sir, 
I  expeft  juftice  on  that  bafe  man,  who  has  dared  falfely  to  accufe  me, 
and  to  impofe  upon  you.  In  the  mean  time,  I  have  complained  to  the 
French  of  their  Vackeel’s  behaviour  •,  who  have  promifed  me  to  write  to 
you  their  knowledge  of  the  falfity  of  his  accufation.  You  may  reft  allured, 
that  I  will  always  religioufly  obferve  the  peace  j  and  I  beg.  you  to  believe, 
that  people  who  raife  reports  to  the  contrary,  can  only  do  it  to  create 
R  jealoufies. 
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1757-  jealoufies,  which  they  hope  will  break  the  friendlhig  they  are  forty  to  Ice 
— 1  between  us.” 

Notwithftanding  the  perfidious  Nabob  had  by  this  time  fent  a  body  of 
forces  to  affift  the  French ,  he  had  yet  the  addrefs  to  fend  the  following 
letter  to  the  Admiral. 

“  THE  letter  you  wrote  me  about  the  French  affair,  I  have  received: 
and  perufed.  You  may  depend  upon  it,  that  I  neither  have  nor  will  affift-. 
the  French.  If  they  begin  any  troubles  or  commit  any  hoftilities  in  my  ter¬ 
ritories,  I  will  oppofe  them  with  my  whole  force,  and  punifh  them  very 
ievereiy.  I  was  informed  you  defigned  to  attack  Chandernagore ,  which- 
made  me  write  you  what  I  thought  was  reafonable  and  juft  upon,  that  head, 
The  forces  I  fent  down  were  to  guard  and  protedb  the  King’s  fubjeEb, 
and  not  to  affift  the  French.  If  the  purport  of  my  letter  has  been,  the 
occafion  of  your  defifting  from  the-attack  of  Chandernagore,  it  gives  me 
great  fatisfaftion.  I  have  written  the  French  likewife,  what  I-  thought  was 
proper,  in  order  to.  make  them  apply  for  a  neutrality  ;  I  fuppofe  they  will  • 
'  aft  conformably.  I  will  fend  a  perion  of  confideration,  to,  bring  me  the 
treaty  you  may  conclude  with  them,  and  will  order  it  to  be  regiftered  in  my- 
books.  Allure  yourfelf  that  I  have  no  other  defign  or  inclination  than, 
to  live  upon  terms  of  good  underftanding  and  friendfhip  with  the  Englijh. 
By  the  grace  of  God,  I  never  intend  to  do  any  thing  that  you  will  not' 
efteem  juft ;  this  rely  upon,  and  do  not  expeft  a  failure.  Do  you.  like-- 
wife  remain  fixed  to  your  treaty  and  word,  and -give  no  credit  to  the.- 
reports  of  people  of  no  confideracion-  or  figure.  If  you-  have  any-  thing: 
to.  write  about,  pleafe  to  addrefs  me,,  and  no  body  elfe;.  I  will  always  fend, 
a.'  fair  and  unreferved  anfwer., 

THE  van  op  the  King  op  DEHLI’s  army  is  advancing-  towards. 

THESE  PROVINCES;  UPON  THIS  INTELLIGENCE  I  DESIGN  MARCHING.  TOr 
WARDS  PATNA  TO.  MEET.  THEM,  If  AT  THIS  CRITICAL  JUNCTURE, 
you  WILT  BE  My  FRIEND,  AND  SEND  ME  ASSISTANCE,  I  WILL  PAY  YOUR, 

forces  a  LACK  of  .RUPEES  monthly,  while  they  remain  wit-h. 
me.  Send  me  an  immediate  answer.” 

This  laft  requeft  was.  inftantly  complied  with*.. 


The  Admiral  to  the  Nabob. 

I  this  moment  received  your  letter,  which  gives  me  the  greateft  fads- 
faftion.  I  own  I  had.  a  fufpician,  from  your  fo  eafy  crediting  French 
reports,  that  you  entertained  a.  partiality  for  that  nation  to.  the  pre¬ 
judice  of  mine:  your  letter  has  removed  all  my.  doubts,  fo- that,  hencefor¬ 
ward; 
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ward  I  Ih all  rely  withxonfidence  on  your  friendfhip,  and  every  day  fhidy  1757- 
to  give  you  the  ftrongeff  proofs  of  mine.  *— -v— « 

The  ready  obedience  I  paid  to  your  defire  in  not  attacking 'the  French, 

■will,  I  perfuade  myfelf,  convince  you  that  nothing  but  the  ftrongeft  necefi- 
fny,  could  make  me  again  apply  to  you  on  that  fubjeff.  I  beg  you  will 
give  your  moll:  ferious  attention  to  what  1  am  going  to  fay:  Immediately 
bn  the  receipt  of  one  of  your  pad  letters,  I  not  only  gave  over  all  thoughts 
of  attacking  lbs  French,  but  invited  them  to  enter  into  a  .  treaty  of  neutra¬ 
lity,  and  to  fend  people  here  to  fettle  the  terms  ;  but  judge  what  muft 
have  been  my  furprize,  when,  after  they  were  in  fome  manner  fettled,  the  • 
French  deputies  owned  that  they  had  no  power  to  fecure  to  us  che  obfer- 
vance  of  the  treaty,  in  cafe  any  commander  of  theirs  Ihould  come  with  a  great 
power  after  my  departure  !  You  are  too  reafonable  not  to  fee, .  that  it  is  im- 
pofilble  for  me  to  conclude  a  treaty  with  people  who  have  no  power  to  do 
it ;  and  which  befides,  while  it  ties  my  hands,  leaves  thofe  of  my  enemies 
at  liberty  to  do  me  what  mifchief  they  can.  They  have  alfo  for  a  long  time 
reported,  that  Monfieur  Bi/JJy  is  coming  here  with  a  great  army.  Is  it  to 
attack  you  ?  Is  it  to  attack  us  ?  You  are  going  to  Patna— You  afk  our  affif,* 
tance. — Can  we  with  the  lead  degree  of  prudence  march  with  you,  and 
leave  our  enemies  behind  us  ?  You  will  be  then  too  far  off  to  fupport  us, 
and  we  Ihall  be  unable  to  defend  ourfelves.  Think  what  can.be  done  in 
this  fituation.  I  fee  but  one  way.  Let  us  take  Chandernagore,  and  fecure 
ourfelves  againft  any  apprehenfions  from  that  quarter,  and  then  we  will . 
affift  you  with  every  man  in  our  power,  and  go  with  you  even  to  Dehli,  if 
you  will.  Have  we  fworn  reciprocally,  that  the  friends  and  the  enemies 
of  the  one  Ihould  be  regarded  as  fuch  by  the  other  ?  And  will  not  God  the 
avenger  of  perjury  punilh  us,  if  we  do  not  fulfill  our  oaths  ?  What  can  I 
fay  more  ?  Let  me  requeft  the  favour  of  your  fpeedy  anfwer. 

You  TELL  ME  THE  VAN  OF  THE  KlNG  OF  DEHLI’s  ARMY  tS  AD¬ 
VANCING  TOWARDS  THESE  PROVINCES,  AND  THAT  YOU  ARE  GOING  TO¬ 
WARDS  PATNA  TO  MEET  THEM  ;  IN  CONSEQUENCE  OF  WHICH  YOU  ASK 
ME  TO  BE  YOUR  FRIEND,  AND  GIVE  YOU  ASSISTANCE.  Have  WE  NOT 
ALREADY  SWORN  A  FRIENDSHIP?  Put  IT  BUT  IN  MY  POWER  TO  ASSIST 
YOU,  BY  YIELDING  TO  MY  REQUEST,  AND  YOU  SHALL  FIND  I  WILL  SUP- 
1  PORT  YOU  TO  .  THE  UTMOST  OF  MY  ABILITY.  BELIEVE  ME,  AND  MOST 
ASSUREDLY  YOU  WILL  NOT  BE  DECEIVED.  If  YOU  DOUBT  ME,  LOOK.  BACK 
INTO  ALL  MY  DEALINGS  TOWARDS  YOU,  AND  JUDGE  FROM  THEM. 

I  ESTEEM  YOU  NOW  TO  BE  SUCH  A  FRIEND  TO  MY  NATION,  THAT  I 
THINK  IT  WOULD  BE  DOING  INJUSTICE  TO  YOUR  GOOD  INCLINATION 
TOWARDS  ME  TO  KEEP  ANY  OCCURRENCE  FROM  YOUR  KNOWLEDGE  5 
THEREFORE  I  TAKE  THIS  EARLIEST  OPPORTUNITY  TO  TELL  YOU,  THE 
TROOPS  WHICH  SHOULD  HAVE  COME  HERE  WITH  ME,  ARE  NOW  ARRIVED 
IN  THE  RIVER,  A  CIRCUMSTANCE  THAT  WILL  BE  BENEFICIAL.  TO 
YOUR  INTEREST,  IF  YOU  WILL  BUT  GIVE  MB  THE  MEANS  OF  MAKING  IT 

F-  2 
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j  A  few  days  after  this,  the  admiral’s  favourable  fentiments  of  the  Nabob 
were  entirely  changed  ;  he  was  convinced  that  he  had  entered  into  a  private 
negotiation  with  tb £  French,  and  was  determined  to  fupport  them  even  with 
his  whole  force,  while  every  article  of  his  treaty  with  us  remained  unfulfilled ; 
he  therefore  on  March  the  4th  fent  the  following  letter. 

The  Admiral  to  the  Nabob. 

“  I  anfwered  your  letter  of  the  20th  of  lafl:  month  (bme  days  paft ;  I 
fuppofe  you  have  ere  now  received  it,  and  are  thereby  fully  convinced  of 
the  falihood  of  the  French  Vackeel’s  informations  of  my  intention  to  break 
the  peace.  If  you'ftill  want  farther  proofs  of  the  fincerity  with  which  I 
made  it,  and  the  defire  I  have  to  preferve  it,  you  will  find  them  in  my 
fatience ;  which  has  not  only  fuffered  your  part  of  the  treaty  to  be  thus  long 
unexecuted,  but  has  even  borne  with  your  affifting  my  enemies  the  French 
with  men  and  money,  contrary  to  your  faith  pledged  to  me  in  the  molt 
folemn  manner,  “  that  my  enemies  fhould  be  yours.” 

„  “  Is  it  thus  that  foldiers  and  men  of  honour  never  violate  their  words 

But  it  is  time  now  to  fpeak  flain:  if  you  are  really  defirous  of  preferving. 
your  country  in  peace,  and  your  fubjedts  from  mifery  and  ruin ;  in  ten  days 
from  the  date  of  this,  fulfill  your  part  of  the  treaty  in  every  article ,  that  I 
may  not  have  the  leaft  caufe  of  complaint:  otherwife,  remember,  you  mufl 
anfwer  for  the  confequences ;  and  as  I  have  always  afiied  the  open,  unre- 
ferved  part  in  all  my  dealings  with  you  •,  I  now  acquaint  you,  that  the  re¬ 
mainder  of  the  troops,  which  fhould  have  been  here  long  fince  (and  which. 
I  hear  the  colonel  told  you  he  expedted)  will  be  at  Calcutta  in  a  few  days  ; 
that  in  a  few  days  more  I  fball  difpatch  a  veffel  for  more  fhips  and  more 
troops;  and,  that  I  will  kindle  fuch  a  flame  in  your  country,  as  all 
the  water  in  tlie  Ganges  fhall  not  be  able  to  extinguifh.  Farewel  :  remember, 
that  he  promifes  you  this,  who  never  yet  broke  his  word  with,  you,  or  with 
any  man  whatfoever.” 

The  admiral  on  the  gth  of  March  received  from,  the  Nabob  the  following 
anfwer. 

“  I  have  already  anfwered  the  letter  you  wrote  me  fo me  days  ago.  Be  fo 
good  as  to  confider  the  purport  of  what  I  wrote  *,  and  fend  me  a  fpeedy 
reply.  I  am  fixed  and  determined  to  abide  by  the  terms  of  the  treaty  we 
have  concluded,  but  have  been  obliged  to  defer  the  execution  of  the  articles, 
on  account  of  the  Hooly,  during  which  holidays  my  Banians  and  minifters  do 
not  attend  the  Durbar..  Asfoon  as  that  is  over,  I  will  ftriftly  con. ply  with, 
every  thing  1  have  figned.  You  are  fenfible  that  there  is  no  avoiding  this, 
delay,  and  I  flatter  myfelf  it  will  not , be  thought  much  of.  It  -is  not  my. 


dng  of  Dibit. 
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cuftom  to  break  any  treaty  I  make,  therefore  be  fatisfied  that  I  will  not 
endeavour  to  evade  that  which  I  have  made  with  the  Englifa.  I  rely  on 
your  friendfhip  and  bravery  in  giving  me  the  afliftance  I  alked  again!!  the 
van  of  the  Pytan  army  who  are  advancing  this  way,  and  that  you  will 
oblige  me  with  a  'compliance  to  the  requeft  I  made  in  my  laft  letter.  What 
ihall  I  fay  more? 


I  CEO  YOU  WILL  BE  SENSIBLE  OF  MY  SINCERITY.  I  PROMISE  YOU  IN  THE 
MOST  FAITHFUL  MANNER,  THAT  I  WILL  NEVER  BREAK  OR  INFRINGE  MY. 

Inclofed  in  this  letter  came  a  fmall  paper  with  thefe  lines  r 

“  This  you  may  be  fure  of,  that  if  any  perfon  or  perfons  attempt  to 
“  quarrel  with  you,  or  become  your  enemies,  I  have  fworn  before  God 
“  that  I  will  affift  you.  I  have  never  given  the  French  a  fingle  Cowry,  and 
“  what  forces  of  mine  arc  at  Houghley,  were  fent  to  Nundcomar  the  Fougeiar  * 
“  'of  that  place:  the  French  will  never  dare  to- quarrel  with  you;  and  I  per- 
“  fuade  mylelf  that  you  will  not,  contrary  to  ancient  cuftom,  commit  any 
“  hCb-u.  *  within  the  Ganges,  or  in  the  provinces  of  which  I  am  Sou- 
“  bzbdarP 


The  admiral  received  alfo  from  the  Naltb  another  letter,  dated  the  ioth 
of  March  1757. 

“  YOUR  obliging  anfwer  to  my  letter  I  have  received,  wherein. you 
write,  that  your  fufpicions  are  at  an  end,  and  that  on  the  receipt  of  my 
letter  you  forbore  attacking  Cbandernagore,  and  lent  for  their  people  to 
make  peace,  and  wrote  out  the  terms  of  agreement ;  but  when  they  were 
about  figning  them,  they  declared  that  if  they  figned  the  articles,  and  any 
other  commander  fhould  arrive,  they  could  not  be  anfwerable  for  his  adher¬ 
ing  to  them;  and  that  on  this  account  there  was  no  peace.  You  alfo  write 
many  other  particulars,  of  which  I  am  well  acquainted.  It  is  true,  if  it 
is  the  cufcom  of  the  French,  that  if  one  man  makes  an  agreement,  another 
will  not  comply  with  it,  what  fecurity  is  there?  My  forbidding  war  on  my 
borders,  was,  becaufe  the  French  were  my  tenants,  and  upon  this  affair 
defired  my  proteflion :  on  this  I  wrote  you  to  make  peace,  and  no  inten¬ 
tions  had  I  of  aftiiling  or  favouring  them.  You  have  underftanding,  mid 
generofity ;  if  your  enemy  with  an  upright  heart  claims  your  proteffion,  yoti, 
will  give  him  his  life,  hut  then  you  muft  be  well  fatisfied  of  the  innocence  of  his 
intentions ;  if  not,  whatever  you  think  right,  that  do  -]-. 

t  It  was  this  paragraph  that  encouraged  the  admiral  and-colone!  to  proceed  in  their  .attack 


I  am  firm  to  my  agreement,  and 
which  I  fhall  never  fwerve  from. 
Daily  ourfriendlhip  will  increafe* 


Colonel  Clive,  the  latter  end  of  February ,  left  his  camp  near  Calcutta,  and 
eroded  the  Ganges,  which  was  equally  convenient  either  to  commence  hofti- 
lities  againft  the  French,  or  to  join  the  Nabob  againft  the  Pytan  forces  ; 
but  the  intentions  both  of  the  Nabob  and'of  the  French  being  very  manifeft, 
on  the  8th  of  March  he  turned  his  face  towards  Chandernagore,  and  on  the 
13th  he  invefted  it.  On  the  14th 'the  enemy  failied  out,  in  which  affair 
Captain  Cootc  greatly  fignalized  liimfelf,  and  loon  made  them  retreat ;  on 
this  they  quitted  their  outer  works,  and  we  became  matters  of  the  town,  and 
the  batteries  in  and  about  it,  with  very  little  lofs  and  the  enemy  by  this 
means  were  (hut  up  within  their  fort. 

As  foon  as  every  thing  was  in  readinefs  on  board  the  fleet,  and  the  drips 
cleared  of  their  fuperfluous  ftores,  they  alfo  moved  up  the  river  with  the 
flood  tides  f.  To  the  great  mortification  as  well  as  aftoniflrment  of  the 
French,  (who  had  flattered  themfelves  that  it  would  be  impracticable  for  us 
to  bring  up  our  largeft  Chips)  on  the  1 8th  the  Kent,  Tyger,  and  Satijbury 
appeared  in  fight  of  the  fort,  and  then  turning  the  point  of  Cbandernagore 
reach,  anchored  the  19  th  off  the  Pricfmi  Odlagon-,  from  whence  we  had  a 
full  view  of  the  town  and  fortifications.  As  foon  as  we  came  to  an  anchor, 
the  French  threw  a  died,  and  fired  a  (hot  or  two,  to  try  . if  they  could  reach 
our  Chips ;  but  they  fell  fhort. 
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Our  preparations  for  the  attack  of  this  place  had  unavoidably  been 
carried  on  fo  openly,  that  it  was  impofiible  they  fhould  be  a  fecret  to  the 
French ,  who  had  therefore  made  ufe  of  every  poffible  method  to  fruftrate 
our  deiign.  Juft  below  the  fort  of  Chandernagore ,  there  was  a  large  bank  of 
fand,  which  made  the  paflage  very  narrow  •,  to  block  up  this  channel,  they 
had  funk  three  fhips  loaded  with  bailaft  ;  the  malts  of  which  however  ap¬ 
peared  above  water.  Three  other  large  fhips  lay  at  anchor  above  die  fort : 
Thefe,  it  was  faid,  were  prepared  as  fire-fhips,  to  be  fent  down  with  the 
tide  to  burn  our  fquadron  in  the  middle  of  the  night.  The  admiral  there¬ 
fore  refolved  to  be  beforehand  with  them,  and  gave  orders  that  all  the  boats 
of  the  fhips  fhould  go  up  as  foon  as  the  night  came  on,  and  endeavour 
to  cue  their  cables.  This  was  accordingly  done,  and  they  all  drove  upon 
the  fands.  It  afterwards  appeared,  that  the  crews  belonging  to  thofe  fhips 
had  been  taken  out  to  reinforce  the  garrifon- 

The  attack  of  the  fort  would  probably  have  taken  place  the  next  morn¬ 
ing,  had  the  tides  in  the  river  been  at  all  favourable  for  that  purpofe  ;  but 
unfortunately  for  us,  they  ferved  either  too  early  in  the  morning,  or  too 
late  in  the  afternoon.  This  circumftance  obliged  the  admiral  to  poftpone 
the  attack  for  two  or  three  days.  In  the  mean  time  he  fent  Lieutenant 
Hey  with  a  flag  of  truce  to  the  governor,  demanding  a  furrender  of  the 
place,,  which  he  politely,  but  refolutely  refufed  to  give  up.  Mr.  Hey, 
having  obferved,  as  he  palled  between  the  veflels  mafts,  which  were  funk 
in  the  channel  of  the  river,  that  their  hulls  were  not  deep  under  water  j 
Mr.  John  Delamotte ,  a  brave  and  adtive  officer,  and  who  was  mafter  on 
board  the  admiral’s  foip,  was  the  next  day  fent  to  found  around  them  ;  and 
notwithftanding  all  the  efforts  of  the  enemy  to  interrupt  him  by  an  inceffant 
firing  of  their  cannon,  he  brought  back  the  agreeable  news,  that  there  was 
room  for  our  fhips  to  pafs  with  fafety  between,  them.  But  befides  the  ob- 
ftrudlion  which  we  expected  to  meet  with  from  thefe  funken  veflels ;  the 
French  had  taken  care  to  eredt  two  batteries  of  heavy  cannon  to  render  this 
narrow  pafsftill  more  difficult  and  dangerous.  One  of  thefe  was  conftrndted 
in  the  form  of  a  half  moon,  and  lay  on  the,  very  brink  of  the  river,  within, 
mufket  foot  of  the  funken  veflels ;  the  other  was  a  fafeine-battery  on  the 
glacis  of  the  fort,  and  was  intended  to  rake  our  fhips  fore  and  afr. — The 
cannon  on  their  fouth  baftion  could  alfo  be  brought  to  fire  down  the 


The  difpofition  made  for  attacking  the  fort  was  as  follows.  The  Tyger 
was  to  be  placed  againft  the  N.  E.  baftion ;  the  Ketit  againft  the  curtain, 
between  the  baftions  oppofite  the  gate ;  and  the  Sdijhury  againft  the  S.  E. 
baftion.  Before  we  began  the  attack,  it  was  judged  abfolutely  neceffary 
that  Colonel  Clive  fhould  eredl  a  battery  on  the  fide  of  the  river,  to  fire  on 
the  fouth  face  of  the  enemy’s  S.  E.  baftion,  and  in  cafe  of  an  obftinate 
Kfiftance,  that  we  might  breach  that  baftion  by  a  crofs  fire  from  the  fhips, 

and, 
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1757.  and- from  this  intended  battery.  Preparations  were  accordingly  made  for 

— » - -  this  purpofe ;  but  before  they  could  be  carried  into  execution,  the  army 

were  obliged  to  make  themfelves  mafters  of  the  half-moon  battery,  which 
they  did  with  great  gallantry,  driving  the  enemy’s  troops  before  them  into 
the  fort. 

All  things  being  ready  ;  on  the  2  2d  the  admiral  appeared  extremely 
anxious  to  begin  the  attack  ;  but  the  flood-tide  in  the  afternoon  was  fo  very 
late,  the  fhips  could  not  poffibly  be  placed  in  their  proper  Rations  while 
there  was  fufficient  day-light  to  direct  our  fire  ;  the  enemy  therefore  would 
have  had  a  great  advantage  over  us ;  for  though  the  nights  were  too  dark 
for  us  to  diftinguiih  the  embrafures  of  their  fortifications,  yet  they  could 
plainly  fee  the  hulls  of  our  fhips,  which  would  have  lain  fo  near  the  fort, 
that  a  fliocking  carnage  mull  have  been  made  amongft  their  crews.  That 
another  day  however  might  not  be  loft,  the  admiral  the  fame  evening  ordered 
lights  to  lie  placed  on  the  mails  of  the  veflels  tha.t  had  been  funk,  with 
blinds  towards  the  fort,  that  we  might  fee  how  to  pafs  between  them 
a  little  before  day-light,  and  without  being  difeovered  by  the  enemy. 

At  length,  the  glorious  morning  of  the  23d  of  March  arrived,  and  upon 
the  fhips  getting  under  fail,  the  Colonel’s  battery,  which  had  been  finifhed 
behind  a  dead  wall,  began  firing  away  on  the  S.  E,  baltion.  The  Tyger, 
with  Admiral  Pocock’s  flag  flying*,  took  the  lead,  and  about  fix  o’clock  in 
the  morning  got  very  well  into  her  ftation  again!!  the  N.  E.  baftion.  The 
Kent,  with  Admiral  IVatfot? s  flag,  quickly  followed  her ;  but  before  Ihe 
could  reach  her  proper  ftation,  the  tide  of  ebb  unfortunately  made  down 
the  river,  which  occafioned  her  anchor  to  drag  ;  fo  that  before  Ihe  brought 
up,  ihe  had  fallen  abreaft  of  the  S.  E.  baftion,  the  place  where  the  Salif- 
hury  ihotild  have  been,  and  from  her  mainmaft  aft,  Ihe  was  expofed  to  the 
flank  guns  of  the  S.  W.  baftion  alfo.  This  accident  of  the  Kent’ s  anchor 
not  holding  fall,  and  her  driving  down  into  the  Salijhury’ s  ftation,-  threw 
this  laft  Ihip  out  of  adtion,  to  the  great  mortification  of  her  captain, 
officers,  and  crew,  for  ihe  never  had  it  in  her  power  to  fire  a  gun,  un- 
lefs  it  was  now  and  then,  when  ihe  could  iheer  on  the  tide.  The  French, 
during  the  whole  time  of  the  Kent  and  Tyger’ s  approach  towards  the  fort, 
kept  up  a  terrible  cannonade  upon  them,  without  any  refinance  on  their 
parts ;  but  as  foon  as  the  Ihips  came  properly  to  an  anchor,  they  returned 
it  with  fuch  a  fury  as  aftoniihed  their  adverfaries.  Colonel  Clive’ s  troops  at 


*  Mr.  Pecock  a  few  days  before  this,  had  arrived  at  Ballafen  in  the  Cvmlvlani-  and  though 
he  could  not  get  his  own  flap  up  the  river,  yet  he  would  by  no  means  be  inaftive,  and  there¬ 
fore  ill  his  barge  joined  the  fquadron  the  aid,  and  the  next  evening,  (which  preceded  this 
attack)  he  hoifled  his  flag  on  board  the  Tyger-,  his  arrival  was  very  mortifying  to  the  gallant 

Captain  Latham,  who  was  obliged  to  yield  to  t"*  - - -  .  rr-i-.r.  i_. - 

which  .otherwife  would  have  been  folely  due  t 


the 
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die  fame  time  got  into  thofe  houfes  which  were  neareft  the  fort,  and  from 
thence  greatly  annoyed  the  enemy  with  their  mulketry*. 

The  fire  now  became  general  on  both  Tides,  and  was  kept  up  with  extra¬ 
ordinary  fpirit.  The  flank  guns  of  the  S.  W.  baft  ion  galled  the  Kent  very 
much,  and  the  admiral’s  aid-de-camps  being  all  wounded,  Mr.  Wet  fan 
went  down  himfdf  to  Lieutenant  William  Brereton ,  who  commanded  the 
lower  deck  battery,  and  ordered  him  particularly  to  direft  his  fire  againft 
thofe  guns,  and  they  were  accordingly  foon  afterwards  file  need.  At 
eight  in  the  morning,  feveral  of  the  enemy’s  fhot  (frock  the  Kent  at  the 
fame  time;  one  entered  near  the  foremaft,  and  fet  fire  to  two  or  three  32 
pound  cartridges  of  gunpowder,  as  the  boys  held  them  in  their  hands  ready 
to  charge  the  guns.  By  the  explofion,  the  wad-nets,  and  other  loofe  things, 
took  fire  between  decks,  and  the  whole  (hip  was  fo  filled  with  fmoke,  that 
the  men  in  their  confufton  cried  out,  (he  was  on  fire  in  the  gunner’s  (tore- 
room  ;  imagining  from  the  (hock  they  had  felt  from  the  balls,  that  a  (hell 
had  aftually  fallen  into  her.  This  notion  (truck  a  panic  into  the  greateft 
part  of  the  crew,  and  70  or  80  jumped  out  of  the  port-holes  into  the  boats 
that  were  a  long  fide  the  (hip.  The  French  prefently  faw  this  confufion.on 
board  the  Kent,  and  refolving  to  take  the  advantage,  kept  up  as  hot  a  fire 
as  poffibie  upon  her  during  the  whole  time.  Lieutenant  Brereton  however, 
with,  the  afliftance  of  fome  other  brave  men,  foon  extinguished  the  fire, 
and  then  running  to  the  ports,  he  begged  the  Teamen  to  come  in  again, 
upbraiding  them  for  deferring  their  quarters :  but  finding  this  had  no 
effeft  upon  them,  he  thought  the  '  more  certain  method  of  fucceeding 
would  be  to  (trike  them  with  a  fenfe  of  fhame,  and  therefore  loudly  ex¬ 
claimed,  “  Are  you  Britons  ?  You  Engli[bmen,  and  fly  from  danger  ?  For  jhame, 
for  jhame  i"  This  reproach  had  the  defired  effeft;  to  a  man  they  imme¬ 
diately  returned  into  the  (hip,  repaired  to  their  quarters,  and  renewed  a 
fpirited  fire  on  the  enemy. 

In  about  three  hours  from  the  commencement  of  the  attack,  the  parapets 
of  the  north  and  fouth  baftions  were  almoft  beaten  down ;  the  guns  were 
moftly  difmounted ;  and  we  could  plainly  fee-  from  the  main  top  of  the 
Kent ,  that  the  ruins  from  the  parapet  and  merlons  had  entirely  blocked  up 
thofe  few  guns  which  otherwife  might  have  been  fit  for  fervice.  We  could 
eafily  difeern  too  that  there  had  been  a  great  (laughter  among  the  enemy ; 
■who  finding  that  our  fire  againfl:  them  rather  increafed,  hung  out  the 
white  flag :  Whereupon  a  ceffation  of  hoftilities  took  place,  and  the  ad¬ 
miral  fent  Lieutenant  Brereton  (the  only  commiflion  officer  on  board  the 
Kent  that  was  not  killed  or  wounded)  and  Captain  Coote  of  the  King’s 

*  Our  flaps  lay  fo  near  to  the  fort,  that  the  mufket-balls  fired  from  their  tops,  by  flriking 
againfl  the  Chunam  walls  of  the  Governor’s  palace,  which  was  in  the  very  center  ol  the  tort, 
were  beaten  as  flat  as  a  half-crown. 

S  regiment 
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1*57.  regiment,  with  a  fl'ae  of  truce  to  the  fort,  who  foon  returned  ;  accompanied 

“~i - '  by  the  French  Governor’s  fon,  with  articles  of  capitulation,  which  being 

fettled  by  the  admirals  and  colonel,  we  foon  afterwards  took  poffeffion  of  the 


Articles  of  Capitulation  propofed  by  the  Director  and  Council  for  the  French 

Eaft  India  Company’s  Affairs  at  Chandernagore,.  to  Vice-admiral  Watiou  ;. 

with  his  anfwers,  March  23d,  1757.. 

Art.  I.  The  lives  of  the  deferters  lhall  be  faved.. 

A  ns.  The  deferters  jhallle  ahfolulcly  given  up. 

II.  All  the.  officers  of  this  garrifon  lhall  be  prifoners  on  their  parole  of: 
honor ;  and  lhall  have  liberty  to  carry  with  them  all  their  effefts,  and  go 
where  they  pleafe,  on  promifing  they  will  not  lerve  againft  his  Britannic  . 
Majefty  during  the  prefent  war. 

A.  The  admiral  agrees  to  this.  „ 

III.  The  foldiers  of  the  garrifon,  lhall  be  prifoners  of  war,  fo  long  as 
the  prefent  war  continues:  and  when  peace  is  made  between  the  King  of 
Frame,  and  the  King  of  England,  they  lhall  be  fent  to  Pondicherry,  and  till 
then  be  entertained  at  the  expence  of  the  Englijh  company. 

A.  The  admiral  likewife  agrees,  with  this  difference  only,  that  infteai  of  ' 
fending  the  foldiers  to  Pondicherry,  they  jhall  be  fent  to  Madrafs,  or  to  Eng¬ 
land,  as  the  admiral  Jhall  hereafter  think  proper  ;  and  that  fuch  foreigners,  who  ■ 
are  not  of  the  French  nation,  and,  chufe  voluntarily  to  enter  into  the  Englifh 
jirvice,  Jhall  have  liberty. 

IV.  T-he  Sepoys  of  the  garrifon  lhall  not  be  prifoners  of  war;  they 
lhall  have. leave,  on  the  contrary,  to  return  to  their,  own  country  on  the. 


A.  The  admiral  agrees  to  this. 

V.  The  officers  and  men  of  the  company's  European  Chip  St.  Conlejl , 
lhall  be  fent  to  Pondicherry  in  the  firfo  Englijh  Ihip,  which  goes  to  the 
coaft. 

A.  The  ojficcrs  'and  men.  of  the  European  flip  Jhall  be  upon  the  fame  footing 
as  the  foldiers,  and  be  fent  to  Madrafs  or  to  England  as  foon  as  poffible. 

VI.  The  French  Jefv.it  fathers  fhall  have  liberty  to  exercife  the  funflions 
'of  their  religion  in.  the  boufe  which  has  been  affigned  them  fince  the  de- 

moliihing 
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molilhing  of  their  church  :  the  filver  ornaments  and  every  thing  that  be¬ 
longs  to  the  church,  fhall  be  given  them,  and  alfo  their  efiefts. 

A.  The  admiral  cannot  agrej  to  any  Europeans  reftding  here ;  but  the 
French  Jefuits  may  go  to  Pondicherry,  with  all  the  ornaments  of  their  church, 
or  wherever  they  pleafe. 

VII.  All  the  inhabitants,  of  what  nation  or  quality  foever,  as  Europeans, 
Mufiees,  Chrifiians,  Blacks,  Gentils,  Moors ,  and  others,  fhall  be  put  in  pof- 
feffion  of  their  houfes,  and  of  all  in  general  as  fhall  be  found  belonging  to 
them,  either  in  the  fort,  or  on  their  eftates. 

A.  This  article  to  be  left  to  the  admiral,  who  will  do  jujlice. 

VIII.  The  factories  of  Cajfmbuzcir,  Dacca,  Patna,  Jeuda,  and  of  Bed- 
lafore,  fhall  remain  at  the  command  of  the  chiefs  who  dired  them. 

A.  To  be  fettled  between  the  Nabob  and  the  admiral. 

IX.  The  diredors,  counfellors,  and  thofe  employed  under  them,  fhall 
have  leave  to  go  where  they  pleafe,  with  their  cloaths  and  linen. 

A.  The  admiral  agrees  to  this. 

The  admiral  expects  an  anfwer  by  three  o'clock  this  afternoon,  and  that  the 
Britilh  forces  may  take  pojfejion  of  the  fort  by  four. 

The  above-mentioned  propofitions  have  been  accepted  of  by  the  council; 
in  confequence  of  which,  we  have,  delivered  up  the  fortrefs  of  Chandef- 
nagore  to  Admiral  Watfon. 

Chahdernagore ,  the  23d 
cf  March,  1757. 


P.  Renault,  La-portiere,  M.  Fournier, 

F.  Nicolas,  A.  Caillott,  •  Sugues. 


It  muft  be  acknowledged  that  the  French  made  a  gallant  defence ;  for  they 
flood  to  their  guns  as  long  as  they  had  any  to  fire.  We  never  could  learn 
how  many  of  their  men  were  killed  and  wounded  in  the  whole ;  tho’  they 
eonfefled  that  they  had  forty  carried  off  dead  from  the  S.  E.  baftion.  The 
north-eaft  baftion  was  alfo  cleared  of  its  defendants  twice,  and  among  many 
others  that  were  wounded  there,  was  one  Lee,  a  corporal  and  deferter  from 
the  Tyger,  who  pledged  himfelf  to  the  enemy  that  he  would  throw  two 
{hells  out  of  three  into  the  Tyger ;  but  while  he  was  bringing  the  mortars 
to  bear  for  that  purpoi'e,  he  was  difabled  by  a  mufket-bullet  from  the 
Kent’s  top. — He  was  afterwards  fent  home  a  prifoner  to  England. 

Set  On 
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On  our  fide,  three  of  the  Kent’s  lower  deck  guns  were  difmounted,  ami 
the  fame  number  on  the  upper  deck.  The  fhip  received  13S  cannon  fhot 
through  her  fide  next  the  fort,  belkles  being  greatly  damaged  in  her  imifts 
and  mrging.  Thirty-feven  men  were  killed  upon  the  (pot  in  her,  and  74 
wounded  in’  a  greater  or  lefs  degree.  Among  the  dead  was  Mr.  Perrean 
the  admiral’s  firft  lieutenant,  who  fell  in  the  bloom  of  youth,  unfpeakably 
lamented  by  us  all,  Mr.  Rawlins  Hey,  our  third  lieutenant,  and  much  of 
the  fame  age  as  Perreaa,  loft  his  thigh,  and  died  on  the  31ft  of  March. 
at  the  hofpital,  not  lefs  regretted  than  Perreau.  Captain  Speke  was  dan- 
geroufly  wounded  in  the  leg,  and  the  fame  (hot  carried  off  the  thigh,  of 
his  fon  HLx.WiBm  Speke,  who  afterwards  died  of  the  wound.  Mr.  Stan¬ 
ton,  our  fecond  lieutenant,  received  many  contufions,  but  he  i'0011  got 
the  better  of  them.  Mr.  Marriot ,  a  midfhipman,  was.  wounded  in  the 
thigh,  but  not  mortally.  Mr.  Wood,  another  midfbipman,  was  (lightly 
wounded.  Mr.  Janies  Lifter,  under-fecretary  to  the  admiral,  as  he  was 
ftanding  by  him  taking  minutes,  was  wounded  in  the  leg; -and  Mr.  Barnes 
the  purfer,  received  a  violent  contufion  in  both  his  thighs  from  the  wind 
of  a  ball,  which  paffed  very  near,,  but  did  not  (trike  him. 

The  number  of  the  (lain  on  board  the  Lyger  almoft  eqiralled  thofe  of 
the  Kent.  Admiral  Pocock  himfelf  was  (lightly  wounded,  but  Mr.  Phillips 
themafter,  mortally;  and  his  mate  Mr.  Pater  loft  an  arm.  Mr.  Wilkinfon , 
Mr.  S Vhompfon,  and  Mr.  Gribkk,  midfhipmen,  were  alfo  wounded.  The 
whole  number  fent  to  the  hofpital  from  this  (hip  was  forty-one.  In 
which  were  included  a  few  volunteers  from  his  majefty’s  frigate  and  (loop, 
who  had  been  permitted  to  aft  this  day  on  board  the  Tyger  under  the  com, 
mand  of  the  Bridgewater’s  Lieutenant  Mr.  Charles  Saxton,  a  young  gentle¬ 
man  then  lately  promoted  to  the  rank  of  a  commiffion  officer  by  Admiral 
TVatfon,  and  diftinguitlied  for  his  alacrity  in  offering  himfelf  as  a  volunteer 
on  every  emergent  occafion. 

Every  humane  bofom  mutt  needs  commiferate  the  death  of  fo  many  aal- 
lant  Britifb  youth,  as  fell  in  this,  day’s  aftion.  The  killed  and  wounded 
indeed  on  (hore  were  trifling  ;  the  enemy  were  fo  much  employed  againft  the 
(hips,  that  the  army  had  but  one  killed,  and  10  wounded ;  but  on  board  the 
two  (hips  they  were  fo  numerous,  that  I  would  willingly  forbear  any  farther 
mention,  of  fuch  a  mournful  feene  5  but  the- behaviour  of  Captain  Speke -mA 
his  fon,  a  youth  of  16  years  of  age,  was  fo  truly  great  and  exemplary  on 
this  glorious  but  melancholy  occafion,  that  I  mu-ft.  beg  leave  to  deferibe 
it,  with  foroe  of  it’s  moft  interefting  circumftances. 

When  Admiral.  Wat  fon  had  the  uubappi-nefs  to  fee  both  the  father  and 
fon  fall  in, the  fame  inftant ;  he  immediately  went  up  to  them,  and  by.  the 
moft  tender  and  pathetic  expreffions  tried  to  alleviate-  their  diftrefs.  The 
captain,  who  had  obferved  his  foil’s  leg  to  be  hanging  only  by  the  fkin, 
faid  to  the  admiral,  “  Indeed,  Sir,  this  was  a  cruel  fhot,  to  knock  down 
both  the  father  and  the  fon  !”  Mr.  Watford s.  heart  was  too  full  to  make 

the 
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t-I-ie  leaft  reply;  he  only  ordered  them  both  to  be  immediately  carried  tO' 
the  furgeon.  The  captain  was  firfl:  brought  down  to  me  in  the  after-hold, 
where  a  platform  had  been  made,  and  then  told  me  how  dangeroufly  his  poor 
Billy  was  wounded.  Prefently  after,  the  brave  youth  himfelf  appeared,  but 
had  another  narrow  efcape,  the  quarter- mailer,  who  was  bringing  him. 
down  in  his  arms  after  his  father,  being  killed  by  a  cannon  ball:  his  eyes 
, overflowing  with  tears,  not  for  his  own,  but  for  his  father’s  fate,  I  laboured 
to  afiure  him,  that  his  father’s  wound  was  not  dangerous,  and  this  affenion 
was  confirmed  by  the  captain  himfelf.  He  feemed  not  to  believe  either 
of  us,  until  he  allied  me  upon  my  honour,  and  I  had  repeated  to  him  my 
firfl:  affurance  in  the  moft  poiitive  manner.  He.  then  immediately  became 
calm  ;  but  on  my  attempting  to  enquire  into  the  condition  of  his  wound* 
he  folicitoufly  allied  me,  if  I  had  d relied  his  father,  for  he  could  not  think 
of  my  touching  him,  before  his  father’s  wound  had  been  taken  care  of.  I 
allured  him,  that  the  captain  had  been  already  properly  attended  to:  “  Then, 
(replied  the  generous  youth,  pointing  to  a  fellow  fufferer)  Pray,  Sir ,  look 
“  to  and  drefs  this  poor  man,  ivko  is  groaning  Jo  fadly  hejide  me  !”  I  told 
him,  that  he  already  had  been  taken  care  of,  and  begged  of  him  with, 
fbtne  importunity  that  I  now  might  have  liberty  to  examine  his  wound  •_ 
he  fubmitted  to  it,  and  calmly  obferved,  “  Sir,  I  fear  you  mufi  amputate 
above  the  joint  /”  I  replied,,  my  dear,  I  mult ! — Upon  which,  he  clafped 
both,  his  hands  together,  and  lifting  his  eyes  in  the  moil  devout  and  fer¬ 
vent  manner  towards  heaven,  he  offered  up  the  following  fhort,  but  earned: 
petition  ;  “  Good  God,  do  thou  enable  me  to  behave  in  my  prefsnt  circumji antes, 

“  wor.hy  my  Father's  fin  /” - When  he  had  ended  this  ejaculatory  prayer^ 

he  told  me  that  he  was  all  fubmiffion.  I  then  performed  the  operation 
above  the  joint  of  the  knee  ;  but  during  the  whole  time  the  intrepid  youth 
never  fpake  a  word,  or  uttered  a  groan  that  could  be  heard  at  a  yard 
diflance-. 

The  reader  may  eafily  imagine,  what,  in  this  dreadful  interval,  the 
brave,  but  unhappy  captain-  buffered,  who  lay  juft  by  his  unfortunate 
and  darling  fon.  But  whatever  were  his  feelings,  we  discovered  no  other 
expreflions  of  them,  than  what  the  filent,.  trickling  tears  declared;  though 
the  bare  recollection  of  the  feene,  even  at  this  dillant  time,  is  too  painful 
for  me. — Both  the  father  and  the  fon,  the  day  after  the  action,  were  fent 
with  the  reft  of  the  wounded  back  to  Calcutta ..  The  father  was  lodged 
at  the  houfe  of  William  Mackeit,  Efq;  his  brother-in-law;  and  the  fon,  was- 
with  me  at  the  hoipital.  For  the  nrft  eight. or  nine  days,  I  gave  the  father 
great  comfort,  by  carrying  him  joyful  tidings  of  his  boy  ;  and  in  the  lame 
manner  I  gratified  the- fon  in  regard  to  the  father.  But  alas!  from  that 
time,  all  . the  good  fymptoms  which  had  hitherto  attended  this  unparalleled 
youth,  began  to  difappear!  The  captain  eafily  gueffed,  by  my  filence  ami 
countenance,  the  true  ftate  his  boy  was  in  ;  nor  did  he  ever  after  afk  me  more 
than  two  queftions  concerning  him  ;  fo  tender  was  thefubjecl  to  us  both,  and 
fo  unwilling  was  his  generous  mind  to  add  to  my  diflrefs.  The  firfl:,  vvas- 
on.  the.  tenth  day,  in  thefe  words,  “  Hoav  long ,  my  friend,  do  you-  think  my 
4  “  BU<y' 


[  *34  ] 

“  Billy  may  remain  in  a  ftate  of  uncertainty?'’’  I  replied,  that  “  If  he  lived 
to  tlie  15th  day  from  the  operation,  there  .would  be  the  ftrongelt  hopes 
of  his  recovery.”  On  the  13th  however  he  died ;  and  on  the  16th  the 
brave  man  looking  me  ftedfaftly  in  the  face,  faid,  *  Well,  Ives,  .how  fares 

“  it  with  my  hoy?”  I  could  make  him  no  reply.; - ^and  he  immediately 

attributed  my  filence  to  the  real  caufe.  He  cried  bitterly,  fqueczed  me 
by  the  hand,  and  begged  me  to  leave  him  for  one  half  hour,  when  he 
wifhed  to  fee  me  again;  and  allured  me,  that  I  fhould  find  linn  with  a 
different  countenance,  from  that  he  troubled  me  with  at  prefent.— T’hefc: 
were  his  obliging  expreffions.—  I  punftually  complied  with  his  delire;  and 
when  I  returned  to  him,  .he  appeared,  as  he  ever  after  did,  perfcftlycalm 
and  ferene. 


The  dear  youth  had  been  delirious  the  evening  preceding  the  day  on 
which  he  died;  and  at  two  o’clock  in  the  morning,  in  the  utmoft  diftrefs  of 
mind,  he  fent  me  an  incorreft  note,  written  by  himlelf  with  a  pencil,  of 
which  the  following  is  an  exaft  copy.  “  If  Mr.  Ives  will  confide r  the  diforder 
“  a  fen  muft .  be  in,  .when  he  is  told  he  is  dying,  and  is  yet  in  doubt  whether  his 
"  father  is  not  in  as  good  a  ftate  of  health.  If  Mr.  Ives  is  not  too  btifte  to  honour 
“  this  chitt  *,  which  nothing  but  the  greateft_  meajtnefs  could  draw  from  me. 
•“  ‘The  boy  waits  an  anfteer”  Immediately  on  the  receipt  of  this  note,  I 
.vilked  him,  .and  he  had  flill  fenfe  enough  left  to  know  who  I  was.  He  then 
began  with  me. — “  And  is.  he  dead? — Who  my  dear?  My  father.  Sir.”  No, 
my  love ;  nor  is  he  in  any  danger,  I  allure  you  ;  he  is  almolt  well.  “  Thank 
“  God! — then  why  did  they  tell  me  fo?  I  am  now  fatisfiei,  and  ready  to  die.” 
At  that  time  he  had  a  locked  jaw,  and  was  in  great  diftrefs,  but  I  under- 
.ftood  every  word  he  fo  inarticulately  uttered :  he  begged  my  pardon,  for 
having  (as  he  obligingly  and  tenderly  exp  relied  himfelf)  difturbed  me  at  fo 
early  an  hour,  and  before  the  day  was  ended,  furrendered  up  a  valuable 
life. 


The  following  exquilite  fimile  fo  finely  illuftrates  the  beauty  and  un¬ 
timely  death  of  this  incomparable  young  man,  that  I  am  perfuaded  every 
good-natured  reader  will  excufe  my  inferring  it. 

“  As  a  gay  flower,  with  blooming  beauties  crown’d, 

•  “  Cut  by  the  fhare,  lies  languid  on  the  ground  : 

“  Or  fome  tall  poppy,  that  o’ercharg’d  with  rain 
“  Bends  the  faint  head,  and  finks  upon  the  plain; 

“  So  fair,  fo  languifhingly- fweet  he  lies, 

“  His  head  declin’d,  and  drooping  as  he  dies  f,” 
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'  Captain  Speke  was  confined  to  his  bed  and  chamber,  for  fome  weeks 
after  the  adlion,  nor  did  he  perfe&ly  recover  from  his  wound;  at  times  he 
was  much  indifpofed,  and  in  a  great  deal  of  danger.  While  incapable  of 
duty,  the  admiral  ordered  his  firft  lieutenant  Mr.  John  Cltrke  to  take  upon 
him  the  command.  At  length,  the  Kent  being  condemned  as  unferviceable, 
the  captain  took  his  paffage  to  England  in  one  of  our  Eafi  India  company’s 
fhips ;  leaving  behind  him  the  charadler  of,  a  fenfible  and  complete  gentle¬ 
man,  as  well  as  the  gallant  and  fkiirul  fea  officer.  He  afterwards  com¬ 
manded  the  Refolution of  70  guns  in  the  memorable  engagement  off  Bellifle , 
when  Sir  Edward  Hawke  defeated  the  French  fleet,  and  particularly  diftin- 
guifhed  himfelf  by  obliging- the  Formidable  to  ftrike  to  him,  though  a  Jhip 
fuperior  in  force  to  his  own.  The  Refolution  in  the  night  fucceeding 
the  aftion,  was  wrecked  on  a  ffioai  called  Le’Four ,  but  the  captain  with  the 
cr ew  were  providentially  faved.  Captain  Speke  afterwards  returned  to  Eng¬ 
land,  and  for  a  while  enjoyed  in  quiet  thofe  applaufes  which  the  public 
juftly  bellowed  on  his  fuperior  merit.  He  was  afterwards  appointed  cap¬ 
tain  of  the  Modejle,  and  once  more  went  to  fea  ;  but  before  he  could  render 
any  farther  fervices  to  his  country,  he  died  at  Lifbpn  in  the  43d  year  of  his 
age,  to  the  great  grief  of  all  his  acquaintance,  but  efpecially  of  thofe  whom  he 
had  honoured  and  made  happy  with  a  more  intimate  (hare  of  his  friendfhip, 

I  have  already  cited  fome  lines  from  Mr.  Pitt’ s  tranflation  of  Virgil , 
becaufe  I  thought  them  applicable  to  the  death  of  this  great  man’s 
fon  :  the’  reader  will  now  excufe  my  quoting,  a  few  others  from  Mr. 
William  Whitehead,  and  placing  them  here  to  the  memory  of  both  thefe. 


■  -f-  “O  happy  both!  if  ought  my  mufe  cou’d  Ihed  ’ 

'  “  Of  tears  eternal  which  embalm  the  dead;. 

“  While  round  Britannia' s  coafl:  old  ocean  raves, 

“  And  to  her  ftandard  roll  th’  embattled  waves, 

“  Fair  emprefs  of  the  deep:  fo  long  your  names 
“  Should  live  lamented  !” - - 

To  alleviate  our  concern,  it  is  to  be  obferved,  that  by  the  reduc¬ 
tion  of  Chandernagore,  the  French  power  and  commerce  in  Bengal  were 
totally’  ruined.  The  captors  alfo  met  with  no  inconfiderable  booty  in  the 
place ;  the  guns,  ftores,  and  valuable  effefts  found  there,  felling  fo>-  above 
130,000 1.  fterling.  It  happened  unfortunately  however,  that  Monf. 
Nicolas,  a  man  of  a  moft  amiable  charafter,  and  the  fattier,  of  a  large  family. 


f  Fortunad  ambo !  fi  quid 
Nulla  dies  unquam  mem 
Dum  domus  JEvex  capit 
Accoler,  imperiumque  p 


had . 
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had  ncc  been  lb  provident  as. the  rc£t  of  his  countrymen,  in  fecuring  his 
elrects  within  die  fort,  but  had  left  them  in  the  town  ;  'confequentiy  upon 
Colonel  Clive's  ftrlt  taking  poffeffion  of  the  place,  they  had  all  been  plun¬ 
dered  bv  our  common  foldiers  ;  and  the  poor  gentleman  and  his  family 
hereby  -were  to  all  appearance  ruined.  The  generous  and  humane  Cap¬ 
tain  Sceke  having  heard  of  the  hard  fate  of  Monl.  Nicolai,  took  care  to 
renrefent  it  to  the  two  admirals  in  all  its  affecting  circumftances who  im¬ 
mediately  advanced  the  fum  of  ireo  rupees  each.  Their  example  was 
followed  by  the  five  captains  of  the  fquadron,  who  fubferibed  5000  between 
them.  Mr.  Doidge  added  Soo  more;  and  the  fame  fum  was  thrown  in  by 
another  perfon,  who  was  a  fincere  well-wifher  to  this  unfortunate  gentle¬ 
man:  lo*  that  a  prefent  of  9600  rupees,  or  1200I.  Herrin  g,  was  in  a  few 
minutes  collected  towards  the  relief  of  this  valuable  Frenchman  and  his 
diltrc&d  family. 

One  of  the  company  was  prefenrly  difpatched  with  this  money,  who 
had  orders  to  acquaint  Monf.  Nicolas,  “  that  a  few  of  his  Englijh  friends 
defired  his  acceptance  of  it,  as  a  fmall  teftimony  of  the  very  high  efteem 
they  had  for  his  moral  charafter,  and  of  their  unfeigned  fympathy  with  him 
in  his  misfortunes.”  The  poor  gentleman,  quite  tranfporced  at  fuch  an  in- 
ftance  of  generofity  in  an  enemy,  cried  out  in  a  fort  of  extacy,  “  Good 
God!  they  are  friends  indeed!”  —  He  accepted  of  the  prefent  with  great 
thankfulncfs,  and  defined  that  “  his  moll  grateful  acknowledgments 
might  be  made  io  his  Unknown  benefaftors ;  for  whole  happinefs,  and 
the  happinefs  of  their  families,  not  only  his,  but  the  prayers  of  his  chil¬ 
drens  children,  he  hoped,  would  frequently  be  prefented  to  heaven.  — 
He  could  add  no  more :  —  The  tears  which  ran  plentifully  down  his 
cheeks,  befpoke  the  feelings  of  his  heart;  and  indeed  implied  much 
more,  than  even  Cicero  with  all  the  powers  of  oratory  could  poffibly  have 
exprefled. 

Soon  after  the  capture  of  Chandernagore  the  admiral  lent  an  exprefs  with 
an  account  of  it  to  England,  by  Captain  Richard  Toby  of  his  majefty’s  Hoop 
the  King's-fjher. 


C  H  A  P. 
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CHAP.  X. 


Correspondence  between  the  Admiral  and  the  Nabob. — Admiral  Watfon  and  the 
Colonel  refolve  to  recommence  koftilities  againfi  him. — The  grandees  of  his  court 
confederate  to  dethrone  him. — The  chiefs  of  the  council  at  Calcutta  enter  into 
a  treaty  with  them :  Articles  of  that  treaty. — Colonel  Clive  takes  the  field 
with  his  forces. — Account  of  the  battle  of  Plafley. — Jaffier  Ali-Khan  is 
handed  to  the  SoubahdarV  feat  by  Colonel  Clive. — Serajah  Dowlah,  the  late 
Nabob,  is  taken  prifoner,  and  put  to  death. 


THREE  days  after  the  reduftion  of  the  important  fortrefs  of  Chanderna- 
gore,  the  admiral  renewed  his  correfpondence  with  th t  Nabob  ■,  willing, 
if  poffible,  to  cultivate  friendlhip  with  him,  and  defirous  alfo  to  put  an 
end  to  the  French  power  in  Bengal. 

The  Admiral  to  the  Nabob,  dated  the  %6th  of  March  1757. 

“  I  HAVE  the  honour  of  feveral  of  your  letters,  which  I  would  have  paid 
due  attention  to,  and  anfwered  immediately,  had  not  the  fervice  I  came 
here  upon  engaged  all  my  time  :  I  hope  you  will  accept  this  as  a  reafonabie 
excufe  for  my  long  filence.  I  have  now  the  pleafure  to  acquaint  you,  that 
on  the  23d  of  this  month,  after  two  hours  fighting,  we,  by  the  blefiing  of 
God,  and  the  happy  influence  of  your  fortune  and  friendlhip,  fubdued  and 
took  poffefljon  of  the  French  fort,  making  our  enemies  prifoners,  except  a 
fmall  number  who  fled  up  the  river  with  their  effedts.  I  have  fent  a  few 
armed  men  to  feize  them ;  and  I  perfuade  myfelf  you  will  not  be  difpleafed 
at  this  ftep,  fince  I  have  given  the  ftrifteft  orders  not  to  moleft  or  difturb 
any  of  your  fubjefts. 

I  have  often  declared  to  you  my  unalterable  refolution  of  ftridHy  adher¬ 
ing  to  the  treaty  made  between  us ;  and  as  we  have  fworn  reciprocally  that 
the  enemies  of  either  Ihould  be  efteemed  the  enemies  of  both,  I  hope,  by 
your  favour,  the  enemies  I  have  now  remaining  will  be  delivered  into  my 
hands,  together  with  their  effedb. 


The 
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The  moment  I  received  your  letter  complaining  of  Mr.  Drake’s  having 
addrefied  himfelf  to  Monicbcbtmd  in  a  manner  difpleafing  to  you,  I  wrote  to- 
Mr  .Drake,  and  uefired  he  would  make  an  apology  to,  you  for  the  cxpreffions. 
he  had  made  ufe  of  to  Mtmichchund ;  which  he  has  done,  and  I  hope  you 
are  fatisfied  therewith:  you  may  reft  a/Tured,  you  will  have  no  c.aufe  of' 
fuch  complaint  for  the  future.. 

I  obferve  by  your  letter  of  the  2  2d  of  this  month,  that  you  w.ere  under- 
a  neceffity  of  fending  your  brother  Raja  Roy  Duliubram  Bahaitr,  into  the.- 
Bardwan  country,  to  coiled  the  revenues  which  Mmichchtmd  excufed  himfelf 
from  paying  :  as  you  have  given  me  your  word,  that  this  is. the  purpofe  of  his, 
march,  it  is  not  in  the  power  of  any  artful  deftgning  villain  to.  make  me 
believe  the  contrary  5  and  as  it  will  be  evermore  my  firft  principle  to  pro-- 
mote  and  eftablilh  the  friendlhip  made  between  us,  I  Oval!  be  Very  cautious, 
how  I  give  credit  to  any  idle  ftories,  rending  to  break  the  unity,  which  I, 
hope  will  endure  for  ever  between  you  and  the  Fnglifit.  I  am  lenfible  our.-, 
nation  has  many  enemies  at  your  court;  but  as  you  are.  a  wife  and  prudent 
prince,  I  hope  you  will  in  time  difeover  all  the  wickednefs  of  thofe,  who  by 
afferting  for  poGtive  truths  what,  have  appeared  to  be  notorious  -falfhoods,  have; 
attempted  to  injure  us  in  your  opinion..  As  I:  know  your  ears  have  been, 
filled  with  evil  reports  of  us,  and  you  will  ftill  be  fubjeft  to  hear  the  ftories, 
of  fuch  deceivers,  the  Major  will  be  fent  to  you  :  receive  what  he  may. 
fay,  as  my  fentiments,  and  be  allured  you  lhall  not  be  deceivetj..  What 
canJ  fay  more  ?” 

This  letter  not  producing  the  defired  effeft,  arid  being  too  well  convinced 
that  the  Nabob  had  hoftile  intentions  in  his  bread  ;  for,  inftead  of  delivering 
up,  he  correfponded  with  and  pratefted  our  French  enemies,  the  admiral; 
addrefied  another  letter  to  him,  dated  the  31ft  of  March ,  1 757.. 

“  I  HAVE  already  informed  you  of  our  conqueft  of  Chandernagars,  and 
making  all  the  French  our  prifoners,  except  fome  fugitives  who  fled  up  the 
river,  after  whom,  I  told  you  I  had  lent  fome  armed  men  in  boats.  I  am 
forry  I  Ihould  be  under  a  neceffity  of  fending  you  another  letter;  but  having- 
received  information  that  you  have  not  as  yet  performed  your  agreement,  I 
muft  take  leave  to  acquaint  you,  thatfrom  the  repeated  promiles  you  have  made 
of  keeping  your  word  in  every  refpeft,  I  now  expeft  you  will  aft  conform¬ 
able  to  the  oath  you  have  taken  before  God  and  your  Prophet *  and  comply. 
immediately  with  all  the  articles  of  the  treaty.  Deliver  alfo  the  cannon*  to 
Mr.  Watts  which  you  now  have  belonging  to  the  company  ;  and  ftriftly  keep 
to  the  oath  we  have  both  fworn,  of  living  in  friendlhip,  and  efteeming  each 
other’s  enemies  our  own;  and  deliver  up  into  my  hands  all  the  French  in 
your  dominions,  with  their  effefts.  This  will  be  keeping  your  oath,  and 
behaving  like  a  prince,  whofe  purfuit  is  juftice,  and  whofe  utmoft  glory  as 
a  foldier,  is  preferving  his  word  inviolable.  Depend  upon  it,  if  there  are  any 
about  you  bold  enough  to  advife  you.  to  aft  contrary  to  thefe  juft  demands.. 
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they  are  your  enemies,  and  want  to  fee  your  country  involved  in  a  ruinous 
war,  which  nothing  but  your  breach  of  promife,  of  faith,  and  of  honour, 
fhall  ever  prevail  on  me  to  engage  in.  Nothing  will  give  me  more  fatisfac- 
tion,  than  the  being  allured  that  continual  peace  and  friendlhip  will  for  ever 
laft  between  you  and  the  Englijh. 

Since  I  began  this  letter,  I  am  informed  the  fugitive  French  have  offered 
to  enter  into  your  fervice.  If  you  accept  this  offer,  I  lhall  conclude  that  you 
intend  to  favour  the  French ,  and  defire  to  live  no  longer  in  friendlhip  with 
me ;  efpecially  as  you  have  declined  the  affiftance  of  the  Englijh  troops, 
after  ftrongly  foliciting  them.” 


The  admiral,  not  able  to  obtain  any  anfwer,  either  in  words  or  deeds, 
fent  another  letter. 

The  Admiral  to  the  Nabob. 

Ksr.it  off  Cbaxdtrsagore,  2d  stjpri!  17^7. 

“  I  HAVE  been  informed,  that  you  exprefs  fome  uneafinefs  at  our 
fhips  remaining  at  this  fettlement,  and  at  our  army  being,  encamped  near 
Houghley.  I  find  that  our  enemies  have  taken  the  advantage  of  your  un¬ 
eafinefs,  and  endeavoured  to  perfuade  you  our  troops  propofe  marching  up 
in  a  hoftile  manner  againft  you  to  Muxadabad.  It,  is  amazing  to  me,  that 
any  one  Ihould  dare  to  impofe  fo  grofsly  on  your  underftanding,  without 
trembling  at  the  confequence,  Ihould  his  villainous  arts  be  difcovered.  And 
it  alfo  furprizes  me,  that  you  Ihould  hearken  to  fuch  idle  ftories.  You,  as 
a  foldier,  muff  know,  that  while  I  have  enemies  yet  in  your  dominions,  it 
would  be  very  impolitic  in  me  not  to  purfue  them.  Yet,  if  you  will 
deliver  up  my  enemies  and  their  effedts  to  me,  my  (hips  and  troops  fhall 
immediately  return  to  Calcutta-,  and  then,  and  not  before,  fhall  I  be  con¬ 
vinced  of  your  fmcerity  and  refoiution  in  abiding  by  the  oath  you  have 
taken,  of  regarding  my  enemies  as  your  own.” 

The  day  after  the  forwarding  of  the  above,  the  admiral  received  the  fol¬ 
lowing  letter  from  the  Nabob,  though  dated  the  ill  of  Rajitb,  or  2 2d  of 
■March  1757. 

“  WH  AT  I  have  promifed,  and  fet  my  hand  to,  I  will  firmly  maintain,, 
nor  in  any  refpedt  deviate  therefrom.  All  Mr.  Watts's  demands,  and  What- 
foever  he  has  represented  to  me,  I  have  complied  with,  and  what  remains, 
lhall  be  given  Up  by  the  15th  of  this  moon.  This,  Mr.  Watts  mult  have 
written  to  you,  with  all  the  particulars;  but  notwithftanding  all  this,  it 
appears  to  me  from  many  inftances,  that  you  feek  to  obliterate  your 
agreement  with  me.  The  country  within  the  territories  of  Houghly,  Ingely, 
Surd-watt  and  Nuddea,  have  been  ravaged  by  your  troops.  For  what 
Y  2  caufe 
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67-  caufe  is  this  ?  Add  to  this,  that  Gcven&mm  Metre  wrote  to  Nundcomar  by 
f — '  the  fon  of  Hamden  Gofe,  requiring  him  to  deliver  Colligant,  as  belonging  to  the 
diftricfts  of  Calcutta,  into  his  the  faid  Metre’s  pofieffion.  What  is  the  mean¬ 
ing  of  this?  1  am  fute  this  has  been  done  without  your  knowledge.  In 
confidence  of  your  engagement,  I  made  peace;  with  the  view  of  procuring 
the  welfare  of  the  country,  and  to  prevent  the  ruinous  confequences  which 
■would  befal  the  royal  territories  from  both  armies,  and  not  that  the  people 
Ihould  be  trampled  upon,  and  the  revenues  obftrufted. 

Your  endeavours  fhould  be  dally  to  ftrengthen  more  and  more  the  friend- 
Clip  which  has  taken  root  betwixt  us,  and  to  that  end  put  a  flop  to  the. 
influence  of  this  mifchief-maker,  and  difcountenance  the  aforefaid  Metre- 
in  fuch  manner,  that  he  may  not  dare  to  fay  thefe  things,  nor  be  guilty  of 
fuch  falfe  proceedings  for  the  future.  By  the  will  of  God,  the  agreement 
fhall  never  be  infringed  upon  my  part.  I  have  fpoken  to  Mr.  Watts  fully*, 
on  this  fubjeft ;  the  particulars  of  which  you  will  have  in  his  letter. 

P.  S.  I  have  juft  learned  that  the  French  are  bringing  a  large  force  from, 
the  Deccan,  to  make  war  againft  you ;  for  this  reafon  I  write  to  you,  that 
if  you  ftand  in  need  of  any  forces  of  the  government  for  your  fupport,  you 
■will  immediately  acquaint  me,  and  they  {hall  be  ready  to.  join  you  whenever., 
you  fhall  have  occafiory  for  them.” 


This  produced  the  following  reply.. 

'The  Admiral  to  the  Nabob. 

Dated  Calcutta,  3d  of  April,  1757. 

“  THE  letter  you  did  me  the  honour  to  write  the  22d  of  laft  month; 
did  not  come  to  my  hands  till  this  day.  As  the  fubjeft  of  it  required  an. 
anfwer  as  foon  as  poffible,  I  make  no  doubt  but  you  have  been  furprized  at 
not  having  found  any  thing  in  my  three  laft  letters  relating  thereto.  But 
this  informs  you  of  the  true  reafon,  and  1  hope  will  fatisfy  you  of  my  readi- 
nefs  always  to  acknowledge  the  receipt  of  your  favours.  The  affurances 
you  continue  to  give  me;  of  firmly  maintaining  the  agreement  between  us;- 
makes  me  hope  you  will  liften  to. all  the  juft  demands  I  have  made  in  my 
laft  letters,  as  the  delivering  up  my  enemies  into  my  hands  with  all  their 
effefts,  and  complying  with  all  the  articles  of  the  treaty :  the  latter  part, 
you  promife  me  /hall  be  done  the  15th  of  this  Moon,  which  will  be  to-mor-- 
row,  when  I  hope  Mr.  Watts  will  be  able  to  write,  and  allure  me  yon  fiave 
fulfilled  your  promife,  '  You  tell  me,  that  notwithftanding  the  order  you- 
have  given  for  every  thing  being  complied  with,  and  fixing,  the  day  for  its 
being  done,  yet  it  appears  to  you  from  many  inftances  that  I  intend  to  break 
my  agreement.  You  muft  fuffer  me  to  tell  you,  that  your  apprehenfions 
of  my  not  ftri&ly  abiding  by  the  treaty  I  have  made,  are  founded  on  falfe 

repre- 
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tranquility  will  flourilh  •,  for  our  enemies  beholding  us  cemented  in  unity, 
will  not  venture  to  bring  war  into  the  country. 

Refleft  on  what  I  have  written,  and  be  allured  nothing  is  fo  much  my 
defire,  as  to  fee  peace  and  concord  perfe&ly  fettled  throughout  the  whole 
kingdom ;  and  to  give  you  the  ftrongeft  proof  of  my  fincerity,  I  have 
ordered  the  King’s  fhips  down  to  Calcutta,  as  I  heard  fuch  a  meafure  would 
be  acceptable  to  you.  What  can  Isay  more?” 


After  a  great  many  inward  {Struggles,  and  {till  diffembling  his  refejitment,.. 
the  Nabob  Tent  the  following  anfwer. 

Lie  Nabob  to  the  Admiral,  dated  14 t'b  of  April,  1757. 

11  YOUR  letters  at  leveral  times,  I  have  received,  with  the  news  of  your 
health,  which  has  given  me  great  pleafure.  The  purport  of  them  I  have 
duly  underftood  ;  and  for  your  fatisfadHon,  and  in  obfervance  of  the  agree¬ 
ment  between  us,  to  look  upon  each  others  enemies  as  our  own,  I  have  ex¬ 
pelled  Mr.  Lam  with  all  his  adherents  from  my  country,  and  have  given 
ftrict  orders  to  all  my  Naths  and  Fougedars  not  to  permit  them  to  remain 
in  any  part  of  my  dominions.  I  am  ready  upon  all  occafions  to  grant  you 
my  affiftance.  If  the  French  ever  enter  the  province  with  a  great  or  fmalh 
force,  with  a  defign  of  making  war  upon  you ;  God  and  his  Prophets  are 
between  us,  that  whenever  you  write  to  me,  I  will  be  your  ally,  and  join 
you  with  all  my  force.  Reft  fatisfied  in  this  point,  and  be  allured  of  my 
refolution  to  remain  inviolably  by  the  promifes  which  I  have  made  in  my 
letters,  and  in  the  treaty  concluded  betwixt  us.  With  regard  to  the  French 
factories  and  merchandize,  I  muft  acquaint  your  excellency,  that  I  have 
been  informed,  the  French  company  are  indebted  to  the  natives,  and  have 
feveral  Lacks  belonging  to  my  fubjefts  in  their  hands ;  fhould  I  comply 
with  your  demands  in  delivering  up  the  effedls,  how  can  I  anfwer  it  to  the 
creditors  of  the  French?  Your  excellency  is  my  well-wifher  and  my  friend; 
weigh  all  this  affair,  and  return  me  your  anfwer,  that  I  may  ad):  accord¬ 
ingly. 

I  have  written  before,  and  now  repeat,  that  if  the  Englifh  company  want 
to  eftablifh  their  trade,  do  not  write  me  what  is  not  conformable  to  our 
agreement,  by  the  inftigation  of  felf-interefted  and  defigning  men,  who 
want  to  break  the  peace  between  us.  If  you  are  not  difpofed  to  come  to  a 
rupture  with  me,  you  have  my  agreement  under  my  hand  and  feal ;  when 
you  write,  look  upon  that,  and  write  accordingly. 

Mr.  IVetts  will  inform  you  fully  of  all  particulars :  What  {ball  I  write 

If  you  desire  to  .maintain  the  peace,  write  nothing  contrary 

TO  THE  TREATY,” 


This 
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This  Tetter,  and  daily  inftances  of  the  Nahcl’s  perfidious  and' hoftile  in-  1757. 
tentions,  engaged  the  Admiral  to  addrefs  the  Nabob  more  plainly  in  a  letter  ' — -v — 
dated  April  19th,  1 757- 

“  I  AM  honoured  with  your  letter  of  the  14th  of  this  month,  acquaint¬ 
ing  me  with  your  having  received  at  feveral  times  the  letters  I  lately  wrote 
you.  Your  forbearance,  and  net  writing  to  me,  hath  not  the  appearance 
of  that  friendfhip,  yon  would  perfuade  me  you  have  for  my  countrymen  ;  and. 
with  regard  to  myfelf,  I  muft  take  the  liberty  to  fay,  I  was  more  parti¬ 
cularly  entitled  to  a  fpeedy  anfwer  to  my  letters,  from  my  high  rank  and- 
liation  and  I  cannot  help  looking  upon  your  negledt  in  this  refpedl,  but  as 
a  flight  offered  to  the  King  my  mailer,  who  lent  me  into  India  to  protect 
his  fubjects,  and  demand  juilice  wherefoever  they  were  oppreifed. 

I  obferve  in  your  letter  the  following  particulars,  viz.  “  That  for  my  fads- 
faction  and  according  to  our  mutual  agreement  to  look  upon  each  others  ene¬ 
mies  as  our  own,  you  have  expelled  Monfieur  Lam.  and  his  adherents- from 
your  dominions,  and  given  itrift  orders,  &c.  & c.”  My  brother  Mr..  WattSi. 
who  is  entrufted  with  all  the  company’s  concerns,  always  writes  me  the  parti¬ 
culars  of  your  intended  favours  towards  us  ;  but  I  have  never  found  that 
what  he  writes  is  put  in  execution,  neither  do  I  find  that what  you  wrote- 
me  in  your  letter  dated  the  jft  of  Rajub  (22d  of  March )  is  yet  complied: 
with.  You  therein  affured  me,  that  you  would  fulfill  all  the  articles  you. 
had  agreed  to,  by  the  15th  of  that  Moon.  Have  you  ever  yet  complied: 
with  them  all?  No.  How  then  can  I  place  2ny  confidence  in  what  you. 
write,  when  your  actions  are  not  correfpondent  with  your  promifes  ?  Or 
how  can  I  reconcile  your  telling  me  in  fo  facred  a  manner,  you  will  be 
my  ally,  and  affift  me  with  your  forces  againft  the  French?  when  you  have 
given  a  Perwamah  to  Mr.  Law  and  his  people  to  go  towards  Patna ,  in 
order  to  efcape  me,  and  tell  me.  it  is  for  my  latisfadlion,  and  in  obfervance 
of  the  mutual  agreement,  you  have  taken  this  meafure.  Is  this  an  aft  of 
friendfhip  ?  Or  is  it  in  this  manner  I  am  to  underftand  y.ou  will  aflul  me  ?- 
Or  am  I  to  draw  a  conciufion  from  what  you  write,  or  from  what  you  do?- 
You  are  too  wife  not  to  know  when  a  man  tells  you  one  thing,  and  does 
the  direft  contrary,  which  you  ought  to  believe.  Why  then  do  you  en¬ 
deavor  to  perfuade  me  you  will  be  my  friend,  when  at  the  fame  time  you 
give  my  enemies  your  protection,  furnifh  them  with  ammunition,  and  iutre-r 
them  to  go  out  of  your  dominions  with  three  pieces  of  cannon  ?  Their 
effects  I  efteem  a  trifling  circumftance,  and  as  far  as  they  will  contribute 
to  do  jultice  to  your  people,  who  are  creditors  to  the  French  company,  I 
have  no  cbjedtion  to  your  feizing  them  for  their  ufe,  for  money  is  what. 

I  deipife,  and  accumulating  riches  to  myfelf  is  what  1  did  not  come  here 

But  I  have  already  told  you,  and  now  repeat  it  again,  that  while  a. 
Frenchman  remains  in  this  kingdom,  I  will  never  ceafe  purfuing  him;  but 
if  they  will  deliver  themfelves  up,  they  fhall  find  me  merciful ;  and  1  am- 
4,  confident. 
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-confident  thofe  who  have  already  fallen 
tice.  to  fay,  they  have  been  treated  with 
ufual  by  the  general  cuftom  of  war. 


to  my  hands,  will  do  me  the  juf- 
much  greater  generofity,  than  is 


If  you  will  refleft  upon  the  oath  you  have  taken,  you  cannot  but  join 
with  me  in  what  follows :  As  foon  as  Caffimbuzar  is  properly  garrifoned,  to 
which  place  our  troops  will  fpeedily  begin  their  march,  I  defire  you  will  grant 
.a  Duftuck  for  the  paffage  of  two  thoufand  of  our  foldiers  by  land  to  Patna. 
You  may  be  allured  they  will  do  no  violence,  nor  commit  the  leaft  injury 
to  the  natives :  the  only  defign  of  fending  them  is  to  feize  the  French,  and 
reftore  tranquility  and  perfedt  peace  in  your  kingdom,  which  can  never  be 
truly  eftablifhed  in  thefe  dominions,  while  a  war^continues  between  us  and 
them.  If  you  are  apprehenfive  of  any  injury  arifing  to  your  fubjedts  from 
the  march  of  our  troops  to  Patna,  fend  fome  of  yourtrufty  Hircars  to  go 
with  them,  with  orders  to  acquaint  yon  from  time  to  time  of  their  tranfac- 
tions,  and  I  dare  anfwer  you  will  find  their  reports  agreeable  to  what  I  now 


write  you. 

Inftead  of  fending  Mr.  Watts  only  ten  guns,  why  did  you  not  deliver  up 
all  that  belonged  to  the  company  ?  I  will  not  write  you  what  is  not  conform¬ 
able  to  our  agreement,  and  which  you  fuppofe  was  by  the  inftigation  of 
felf-interefted  and  defigning  men  :  I  mull  take  the  liberty  to  fay,  I 
never  yet  have  written  a  fyllable  contrary  to  our  agreement,  and  the  oath 
and  promife  I  have  made  ;  and  be  affured  it  is  not  in  the  power  of  any 
artful  or  defigning  men  to  make  me  write  any  thing  inconfiftent  with  my 
honour.  I  alk  nothing  more  than  your  fulfilling  the  articles  of  your  agree¬ 
ment,  and  abiding  by  the  oath  you  have  taken  :  This  I  have  ftrongly  urged 
you  to  do,  becaufe  you  have  been  very  flow-  in  the  execution,  and  this 
furely  I  have  a  right  to  demand,  fo  long  as  you  negleft  to  perform  it.  If 
it  is  difagreeable  to  you  to  hear  thefe  things,  put  it  out  of  my  power  ever 
to  afk  again,  by  your  immediate' compliance  ;  and  as  you  have  defi'red  me 
when  I  write,  to  look  upon  our  agreement,  and  take  that  for  my  guide,  let 
me  requeft  you  to  compare  my  letters  with  my  agreements,  and  with  what 
you  have  promifed,  and  when  you  find  me  differ  from  that,  or  a(k  any  thing 
contrary  to  it,  then  tax  me  therewith  •,  point  out  to  me  exprefly,  where¬ 
in  I  have  deviated  from  this  rule,  and  you  fhall  find  me  ready  to  confefs  it 
as  an  error:  but  till  then,  you  muft excufe  me  for  infilling  on  your  having- 
charged  me  wrongfully,  and  which  upon  an  examination  of  my  letters,  I 
make  no  doubt  will  appear  to  ycru  too  plain  to  be  contradicted. 

Let  me  again  repeat  to  you,  I  have  no  other  views  than  that  of  peace. 
The  gathering  together  of  riches  is  what  I  defpife ;  and  I  call  on  GocJ, 
who  fees  and  knows  the  fpring  of  all  our  aftions,  and  to  whom  you  and 
I  muft  one  day  anfwer,  to  witnefa  to  the  truth  of  what  I  now  write  ; 
therefore  if  you  would  have  me  believe  that  you  wifh  peace  as  much  as  I  do, 
no  longer  let  it  be  the  fubjeft  of  our  correfpondence,  for  me  to  afk  for  the 
fulfilment  of  the  treaty,  and  you  to  promife  ajid  not  perform  it ;  but  im- 
4  mediately 


[  1 45  ] 

mediately  fulfill  all  your  engagements :  thus  let  peace  flourish  and  fpread  1757.' 
throughout  all  your  country,  and  make  your  people  happy  in  the  re-efta-  l— v — ■ 
blifhrr.ent  of  their  trade,  which  has  fuffered  by  a  ruinous  and  deftruftive 
war.  What  can  I  fay  more?” 

After  this  letter,  the  correfpondence  cealed  on  the  part  of  the  admiral ; 
and  from  the  date  thereof,  to  the  month  of  June ,  the  Nabob  continued  to 
give  full  proofs  of  his  enmity  towards  us,  and  his  defign  to  embrace  the 
firft  convenient  opportunity  of  extirpating  11s.  Hoftile  preparations  were 
now  made  on  each  fide -,  and  on  the  13th  of  June  things  drew  near  to  a 
crifis,  when  the  Nabob  fent  the  following,  and  his  laft  letter  to  the 
admiral. 


25th  of  Ramazan  (13th  of  June)  1757- 
“  ACCORDING  to  mypromifes,  and  the  agreement  made  between  us, 
1  have  duly  rendered  every  thing  to  Mr.  Waits,  except  a  very  fmall  re¬ 
mainder,  and  had  aimoft  fettled  MomchchuntTs  affair :  Notwithstanding  all 
this,  Mr.  Watts  and  the  reft  of  the  council  of  the  factory  at  Cajfmbuzar, 
under  pretence  of  going  to  take  the  air  in  their  gardens,  fled  away  in  the 
night.  This  is  an  evident  mark  of  deceit,  and  of  an  intention  to  break  the 
treaty.  I  am  convinced  it  could  not  have  happened  without  your  know¬ 
ledge,  nor  without  your  advice.  I  all  along  expected  fomething  of  this 
kind,  and  for  that  reafon  I  would  not  recall  my  forces  from  Plajfey ,  expeft- 
ing  fome  treachery. 

I  praife  God,  that  the  breach  of  the  treaty  has  not  been  on  my  part :  God 
and  his  Prophet  have  been  witnefies  to  the  contract  made  between  us,  and 
whoever  firft  deviates  from  it  will  bring  .  upon  themfelves  the  punilhment 
■due  to  their  addons.” 


By  the  letters,  as  well  as  by  a  multiplicity  of  fails,  it  is  evident  that 
Serajab  Dowlab,  from  the  rime  of  figning  the  treaty  with  us,  had  (hewn 
himlelf  but  little  inclined  to  abide  by  any  of  it’s  articles;  it  was  indeed  in* 
tended  by  him  to  lull  us  into  a  fatal  fecurity.  He  was  very  liberal  in  his 
prom  lies,  but  always  took  care  to  put  off  the  performance  of  them,  and 
that  upon  fuch  trifling  pretences,  as  demonftrated  his  ill  intentions  towards 
•us.  His  pofirive  orders  at  firft,  that  we  fhould  not  befiege  Chandernagore, 
ftrongly  indicated  his  attachment  to  our  enemies.;  though,  after  we  had 
taken  that  place,  he  put  the  bell  face  he  could  upon  it,  and  pretended  that 
he  was  not  difpleafed  at  our  fuccefs.  We  were  not  ignorant  however,  that 
he  had  ordered  a  body  of  near  2000  men  to  the  affiftance  of  that 'garrifon, 
who  might  have  greatly  obftructed  if .  not  defeated  our  enterprise,  had  we 
not  found  means  to  prevent  their  afting.  It  is  certain,  that  a  French  corps 
under  the  command  of  Monfieur  Law,  was  protected  by  him,  and  even 
in ’hjs  pay;  and  that  he  had  invited  BuJJy  with  the  French  army  to  enter 
U  Bengal 
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2757.  Bengal againft  us.  Befides  thefe  inftances  of  his  ill  difpofition  towards  Us,. 

— r—>  it  is*  to  be  remarked,  that  although  four  months  were  elapfed,  the  material 
points  of  the  treaty  were  not  fulfilled  ;  and  even  his  i'olemn  engagement  to 
reftore  to  the  company  the  villages  which  of  right  belonged  to  them,  was 
evaded,  without  framing  an  excule  for  fuch  an  atrocious  breach  of  faith. 

The  Englijb  in  this  fituation  faw  no  other  remedy  for  their  prefent  griev¬ 
ances,  nor  any  other  means  of  preventing  the  fatal  blow  of  extirpation, 
which  was  to  be  expecfted  on  the  arrival  of  the  French  army,  than'  by  op- 
pofing  openly  the  man  who  was  thus  planning  the  min  of  the  company’s, 
affairs,  and  only  waited  for  the  return  of  the  fquadron  to  the  coaft  of  Coro ~ 
mandel ,  to  effect  it.  This  point  was  much  agitated  in  the  council,  and  can- 
vaffed  with  all  that  caution  and  circumfpeflion,  which  a  matter  of  fuch 
confequence  required.  .  It  certainly  was  a  very  difficult  and  dangerous 
meafure,  and  perhaps  would  never  have  been  carried  into  execution,  had 
not  a  molt  fortunate  incident  happened,  which  almoft  injured  fuccefs. 

Scrajab  Doidah,  after  his  taking  Calcutta,  had.  behaved  with  fuch  in- 
folence  and  cruelty  towards  his  own  fubjedts,  that  feveral  of  the  Grandees, 
or  confiderable  perfons  of  his  court  entered  into  a  confederacy  to-  depofe- 
him.  He  had  difplayed  the  feverity  of  his  nature  in  fo  many  inftances,  as 
to  ftrike  an  univerfal  terror ;  and  from  the  ficklenefs  of  his  difpofition,  no. 
man  who  was  near  him,  and  in  his  power,  could  think  himfelf  fafe.  Meer- 
Jaffier  All  Khan,  a  man  of  great  power  and  influence,  (and  who  had  mar¬ 
ried  the  filler  of  Serajah’ s  predeceffor  and  grandfather,  Aliverdy  Khan)  con¬ 
ducted  the  defign  of  depriving  the  Nabob  of  that  power,  he  had  fo  egre- 
gioufly  abufed ;  he  was  feconded  in  it  by  Royduliub ,  general  of  horle, 
and  by  Jugget-Seet,  who  was  banker  to  the  Nabob,  and  efteemed  the 
richelt  merchant  \n  &\\  India.  Thefe  three  leading  men.  foon  communicated, 
their  defigns  to  Mr.  Watts  the  Etiglifi  refident  at  the  Durbar  or  Nabob's 
court,  and  he  to  Colonel  Clive  and  the  fecret  committee  at  Calcutta.  The- 
chiefs  there  did  not  hefitate  long  about  coming  into  the  fcheme.  Great 
dexterity,  as  well  as  fecrefy,  being  neceffary  in  executing  the  plan  for  a-, 
revolution,  the  whole  management  thereof,  was  left  to  Colonel  Clive,  and. 
to  Mr.  Watts.  To  avoid  fufpicion^  it  was  neceffary  that  Mr.  Watts  fhould. 
not  he  obferved  to  have  frequent  intercourfe  with  Jaffier  :■  he  therefore 
entrufted  one  Omithund  a  G.entoo  merchant  with  the  fecret,  and  through. 
him  carried  on  his  •  correfpondence  with  Meer  Jaffier.  Omkhuni'  was  a. 
man  of  the  deepeft  cunning  and  mod  infatiable  avarice,  and  ftrongly  fuf~ 
peffced  to.  have  been  the  principal  perfon  that  fomented  the  late  troubles, 
againft  the  Englifi,  in  hopes  of  pecuniary  advantages  to  himlelf;  Mr. 
Waits  did  not  lufficientiy  know  the  man  till  too  late.  Omithund,  after' the 
plot  was  fo  far  advanced,  that  a  treaty  was  juft  on  figning  with  Meer 
Jaffier,  unreafonably  demanded  a  quarter  part  of  all  the  Nabob’s  treafurej 
which. was  fuppofed  to  amount,  to  64  Cr.ore,  or  80  millions  fterling-  His. 

2  final; 


t  r47  1 

final  terms  were  30  Lad  of  Rupees  for  himfelf,  by  a  fpecial  article  in  the 
treaty  ;  and  he  made  no  fcruple  to  affure  Mr.  V/atts,  that  if  his  demandv/as 
not  complied  with,  he  would  inftantly  inform  the  Nabob  of  our  fchetnes, 
when  every  Englijhman  within  his  reach  would  certainly  be  put  to  the  fevered 
death.  In  this  dilemma,  Mr.  Watts  applied  to  Meer  Jaffier,  who  was  deter¬ 
mined  not  to  accede  to  fuch  terms,  if  any  means  of  obviating  them  could 
be  deviled.  Mr.  Watts  then  wrote  to  the  feleCt  committee,  who  feeing  that 
the  fate  of  all  depended  upon  temporizing  with  Omichund ,  and  being  at 
the  fame  time  very  averfe  to  lubmit  to  the  extortions  of  fuch  a  confummate 
rogue,  contrived  that  two  treaties  fhould  be  executed  and  fent  Up  to  Meer 
jaffier,  who  was  to  be  let  into  the  fecret.  One  treaty  was  the  real'  one  to 
be  abided  by  ;  the  other  was  fictitious,  but  with  no  other  difference  than 
that  it  contained  the  article  of  30  Lack  for  Omkhund.  The  real  treaty  was 
executed  privately  by  Meer  Jaffier ;  the  fictitious  treaty  was  executed  alfo  by 
him,  and  in  the  prefence  of  Omkhund ,  who  was  thereupon  perfectly  fatisfied. 
It  may  be  necelfary  here  alfo  to  obferve,  that  this  fictitious  treaty  was  figned 
by  Colonel  Clive  and  all  the  feleft  committee :  Admiral  Watfin  did  not 
chufe  to  fign  it,  becaufe  he  had  figned  the  real  treaty.  A  ftrift  principle 
of  delicacy,  which  in  him  was  fuperior  to  any  point  of  policy,  operated 
too  ftrongly  on  his  mind  to  permit  him  to  join  even  in  a  neceffary  decep¬ 
tion  of  this  nature  :  however,  while  he  manifefted  no  difpleafure  againft 
the  actors,  all  clalfes  of  people,  from  their  knowledge  of  Omkhund’ s  ava¬ 
rice  and  treachery,  applauded  the  .artifice  by  which  he  was  fo  defervedly 
outwitted. 


Treaty  executed  by  Meer  Mahomed  Jaffier  Khan  Bahadar,  -with  Admiral 
Watlon,  Colonel  Clive,  and  the  Counsellors  Drake  and  Watts, 

I  swear  by  God,  axd  the  Prophet  or  God.,  to  abide  by  the  terms 

-OF  THIS  TREATY  WHILE  I  HAVE  LIFE*. 

Art.  I.  Whatever  articles  were  agreed  upon  in  the  time  of  peace  with 
the  Nabob  Scrajah  Dcwlab,  I  agree  to  comply  with. 

II.  The  enemies  of  the  Englijh  are  my  enemies,  whether  they  be  Indians 
or  Europeans. 

III.  All  the  effects  and  factories  belonging  To  the  French  in  the  province 
of  Bengal,  (the  paradife  of  nations’)  and  Bahar,  and  Orixa,  fhali  remain  in 
the  poffeffion  of  tire  Englijh,  nor  will  I  eyer  allow  them  any  more  to  fettle 
in  the  three  provinces. 

IV.  In  confideration  of  the  Ioffes  which  the  Englijh  company  have  fuf- 
tained  by  the  capture  and  plunder  of  Calcutta  by  the  Nabob,  .and  the  charges 

*  This  was  written  %  his  own  hand. 
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occafioned  by  the  maintenance  of  the  forces,  I  will  give  them  one  Crore  of 
Rupees,  [1,250000/.] 

V.  For  the  effe&s  plundered  from  the  Englijh  inhabitants  at  Calcutta, 

I  agree  to  give  fifty  Lack  of  Rupees,  [625,000/.] 

VI.  For  the  effects  plundered  from  the  Gentcos,  Moors  and  other  inha¬ 
bitants  of  Calcutta ,  twenty  lack  of  rupees  fhall  be  given,  [250,000/.]  &c. 

VII.  For  the  cffeas  plundered  from  the  Armenian  inhabitants  of  Calcutta, 

I  will  give  the  fum  of  feven  lack  of  rupees,  [87,500.]  The  diftribution  of 
the  fums  allotted  to  the  Englijh,  Gentoo ,  Moor  and  other  inhabitants  of  Cal¬ 
cutta,  fhall  be  left  to  Admiral  Watfon,  Colonel  Clive,  Roger  Brake,  William. 
Watts,  "James  Kilpatrick  and  Richard  Becher,  Eiquires,  to  be  difpofed  of. 
by  them,  to  whom  they  think  proper. 

VIII.  Within  the  ditch  which  furrounds  the  borders  of  Calcutta,  are 
t rafcs  of  land  belonging  to  feveral  Zemindars ;  beiides  thefe,  1  will  grant 
to  the  Englijh  company  fix  hundred  yards  without  the  ditch. 

IX.  All  the  land  lying  fouth  of  Calcutta,  -as  far  as  Culpee,  fhall  be  under 
the  Zemmdary  of  the  Englijh  company ;  and  all  the  officers  of  thofe  parts 
Fhall  be  under  their  jurifdiction.  The  revenues  to  be  paid  by  the  company 
in  the  fame  manner  as  other  Zemindars. 

X.  Whenever  I  demand  the  afiiftance  of  the  Englijh,  I  will  be  at  the. 
charge  of  the  maintenance  of  their  troops. 

XL  I  will  not  erefl  any  new  fortifications  near,  the  river  Ganges,  below 
Houghley. 

XII.  As  foon  as  I  am  eft-ablifhed  in  the  three  provinces,  the.  aforefaid; 
,fums  fhall  be  faithfully  paid. 

Dated  the  1 5th  of  the  month  Ramazan,. 

(June  1757)  in  the  fourth  year  of 
the  prefent  reign. 


On  the  12th  of  June,  advice  was  received'from  Meer  Jaffier  and  the  other- 
confederates,  that  all  things  were  in  readinefs  with  them.  The  dye  was  caff; 
and  on  the  13th  of  June,  the  whole  army  marched  forwards,  and  the  colonel 
•wrote  to  the  Souhahdar  the  very  day  of  his  march,-  to  the  following  purport :. 
“  That  from  his  great  reputation. for  juftice,.  and  faithful  obfervance  of  his 
word,  he  had  been  induced  to  make  peace  with  him,  ,  and  to  pafs  over  the 
lofs  of  many  crores  of  rupees,  fuftained  by  the  Englijb  in  the  capture  of 
Calcutta ;  and  to  reft  content  with  whatever  he  in  his  juftice  and  generofity 
fhould  reftore  to  them:  that  his  excellency  bad  not  thought  n't  to  fet  any 
value  on  the  friendfhip  of  the  Engliflj,  but  had  in  every  thing  dilcouraged 
7  as 
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as  much  as  poffible  the  company’s  bufinefs,  by  turning  their  Vaqueel  diff-  1 757; 
gracefully  from  his  preience,  refilling  free  paffage  to  the  Englijh  through  ' — ■* — ■ 
his  country,  intercepting  their  trade,  and  fearching  their  faflory  at  Cajfim - 
bwzar  for  ammunition  and  warlike  ftores,  on  pretence  of  their  intending 
an  attempt  on  his  life,  in  the  time  of  profound  peace;  threatening  them, 
with  an  inftant  rupture,  if  they  did  not  lubmit  to  the  fearcb.  That  thefe 
were  but  trifles  however,  compared  ter  his  open  and  avowed  protection  of 
the  king’s  enemies,  of  which  his  letters  to  Monf.  BuJJy,  wrote  but  a  few 
days  after  his  entering  into  a  folemn  treaty  with  us,  inviting  him  to  his 
country,  was  a  flagranc  proof :  that  his  protection  and  allowance  of  ten1 
thoufand  rupees  per  monch  to  Monf  Law,  and  many  other  circumftances; 
were  not  only  fo  many  deviations  from  the  treaty,  but  evidently  fhewed  his- 
excellency's  intention  to  fall  upon  the  Englijh,  as  loon  as  the  abfence  of  their 
troops  and  fleet  might  expofe  them  to  it ;  that  the  main  article  of  the  treaty 
was  infringed,  in  his  proffering  only  a  fifth  part  of  the  fum  paid  into  the 
treafury,  for  the  plunder  of  Galcutta,  and  yet  demanding  a  difeharge  for  the' 
whole.”  The  colonel-  complained  bitterly  of  fo  many  infults  put  upon  him, 
and  reminded  the  Soubahdar  how  different  his  own  conduCf  was,  when  called 
upon  to  affift  him  againft  the  Pytans.  He  folemnly  declared,  that  his- 
intentions  were  to  have  fought  for  him  to  the  laft  drop  of  his  blood  ;  but 
feeing  his  excellency  had  chofen  his  friends  from  among  his  enemies,  and 
had  in  every  refpeCt  deviated  from  his  engagements,  he  had  determined,  with 
the  approbation  of  all  who  were  charged  with  the  company’s-  affairs,  to  pro* 
ceed  immediately  to  Cajfmhnzar ,  and  fubmic  their  difputes  to  the  arbitration 
of- Meer  Jaffier ,  Roydullub ,  Jugget-feet,  and  others  of  his  great  men;  thar 
if  it  fhould  be  found,  that  he,  the  colonel,  had  deviated  from  the  treaty, 
he  then  fwore  to  give  up  all  farther  claims ;  but  that,  if  it  appeared  his 
excellency  had  broken  it,  he  fhould  then  demand  fatisfaCtion  for  all  the 
Ioffes  fuftained  by  the  Englijh,  and  all  the  charges  of  their  army  and  navy;, 
and  concluded  with  telling  him,  “  that  the  rains  being  fo  near,  and  it  requir¬ 
ing  many  days  to  receive  an  anfwer,.  he  had  found  it  neceffary  to  wait  upon 
him  immediately 

Our  army  confifted  of  750  military  (including  100  ’Tapajfes )  about  150  of 
the  train  (including  50  failors  with  7  midfhipmen  under  the  command  of 
Lieutenant  Hayter),  2100  Sepoys,  8  pieces  of  cannon  fix  pounders,  and 
1  haubitzer.  The  Europeans  and  artillery  were  embarked  in  boats,  and- 
the  Sepoys  marched  on  to  the  northward  through  llcughley.  The  Bridge- 
water  alfo  failed  up  the  river  as  far  as  Houghky,  to  keep  that  place  in  awe, 
and  topreferve  a  communication  between  the  colonel  and  the  fquadron.  The- 
admiral’s  firft  lieutenant,  Mr.  Jahn  Ckrke,  with  a  detachment  of  150  feamen;- 
garrifoned  Ghandermgore ,  and  the  fhips  effedlually  fecured  Calcutta  from- 
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any  kind  of  in  fair,  wails  a  .few  Traffics  were  appointed  to  guard  the  Irttirb 
prifoners. 

Thefe  previous  and  judicious  meafures  being  rakers,  the  army  advanced 
towards  Muxadabad.  On  the  14th  of  June ,  Mr.  Watts  and  other  gentlemen, 
with  30  foldiers,  who  had  made  their  efcape  from  Caffiimbuzar,  arrived  at  the 
army,  and  on  the  iSth,  Major  Coote  (lately  promoted  from  the  rank  of 
•captain)  was  fenr  forward  with  a  detachment  of  2 00  Europeans,  500  Sepoys, 
one  field-piece,  and  a  haubiczer,  to  reduce  Cutveab,  a  fort  belonging  to  the 
■Nabob,  fituated  on  the  bank  of  Caffirmbuzar  river,  about  half  a  mile  in 'circum¬ 
ference.  As  he  was  reconnoitring  the  place,  one  of  the  foldiers  of  the  party 
luddenly  grew  delirious,  and  while  in  the  agonies  of  death  made  fo  great  a 
noife,  as  to  dilcover  to  the  enemy  where  they  were  5  on  which  they  began 
a  brifk  firing,  and  obliged  the  major  for  the  prefent  to  alter  his  poikion  ; 
but  he  prefemly  afterwards  made  a  lodgement  on  a  large  baftion,  and  the 
next  day,  after  fome  oppofiiion,  the  enemy  abandoned  the  fort,  and  left  to 
the  conqueror  14  pieces  of  cannon  of  different  calibers,  and  a  large  quantity 
of  grain  and  ammunition. 

When  the  army  was  within  two  days  march  of  Muxadabad,  Colonel 
Clive  received  fome  difagreeable  advices  from  Meer  Jqffier,  which  he  imme¬ 
diately  laid  before  a  council  of  war  fummoned  upon  the  occafion,  the 
majority  of  whofe  members  were  of  the  colonel’s  opinion,  that  he  ought  not 
to  advance  any  farther.  He  therefore  halted  where  he  was,  and  lent  an 
exprefs  to  Calcutta,  defiring  frelh  orders.  However,  the  fame  evening 
Colonel  Clive  received  a  fecond  meifagefrom  Meer  Jqffier,  alluring  him  of 
his  due  performance  of  the  articles  mentioned  in  the  treaty,  but  informing 
■him  that  he  was  fo  furrounded  with  fpies,  as  to  be  obliged  to  aft  with  the 
greateft  caution.  This  intelligence  foon  determined  the  colonel  to  pulh 
on  •,  and  that  very  night,  without  waiting  for  any  inftruftions  from  Calcutta, 
he  gave  orders  for  the  army  to  hold  themfelves  in  readinefs  to  march  the 
next  morning,  when,  leaving  a  fubaltern  officer  with  all  the  fick  at  Cutivab , 
■he  broke  up  his  camp,  and  marched  towards  the  enemy,  through  water 
almoft  to  the  foldiers  middles ;  the  rainy  feafon  being  now  fee  in.  At  6 
■o’clock  in  the  morning  the  army  eroded  the  river,  and  marched  about  two 
miles  farther,  to  a  large  tope  (or  grove)  where  they  halted  till  the  evening: 
about  4  the  next  morning,  the  whole  army  reached  Plaffiey  grove,  after  a 
very  fatiguing  march,  and  through  a  whole  night’s  rain.  Advice  having 
.been  brought  to  the  colonel,  on  his  arrival  at  the  grove,  that  the  Nabob's 
vanguard,  confifting  of  6000  men,  was  within  three  miles  of  our  army,  he 
•ordered  an  advance  guard  of  200  Europeans,  and  300  Sepoys,  with  2  pieces 
of  cannon,  to  poft  themfelves  at  Plaffiey  houfe ;  and  feveral  guards  of  Sepoys, 
at  proper  diftances  from  each  other,  round  the  grove. 

At  day-break  of  the  23d,  the  Nabob’s  army  was  perceived  marching  out 
iQf  their  .lines  towards  the  grove  which  we  were  in  poiTefiion  of.  T  heir  in  ten- 
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tion  feemed  to  be  to  iurround  us.  The  colonel  hereupon  formed  h is  army  ; 
she  Europeans  he  told  off  in  four  divifions  j  the  ift  he  put  under  the  command 
of  Major  Kilpatrick,  the  2d  under  Major  Grant,  the  3d  under  Major  Coote, 
and  the  4th  under  Captain  Ga.upp.  The  Sepoys  were  formed  on  the  right 
and  left.  Plajjly- grove  is  furrounded  by  a  bank  ;  our  army’s  left  flank 
was  covered  by  PlcJJsy- houfe  and  river,  and  the  right  flank  by  the  grove. 

The  enemy’s  army  kept  marching  towards  ours  in  deep  columns,  hap¬ 
pened  by  a  large  train  of  artillery  confifting  of  53  pieces  of  cannon,  chiefly 
of  iS,  24  and  32  pounders.  Their  manoeuvres,  upon  this  occaflon,  differed 
materially  from  thofe  they  had  been  accuftomed  to  y-for  inftead  of  polling 
their  artillery  all  together,  as  was  their  ufual  pra&ice,  they  dilperfed  them- 
between  the  divifions  of  their  troops,  and  had  noc  above  two  or  three  pieces 
of  cannon  on  a  fpot :  fo  that  an  attack  upon  any  one  part  of  their  artillery,, 
could  not  have  been  deciffve.  In  this  order  they  continued  marching  as 
far  as  the  river  would  permit ;  but  as  foon  as  their  rear  was  gotten  out  of 
the  camp,  failing  in  their  plan  to  Iurround  us,  they  halted ;  and  a  body, 
of  about  50  French,  advancing  in  front  of  a  large  detachment  of  their  army'- 
commanded  by  Meer  Modun  one  of  their  principal  generals,  with  4  pieces 
of  cannon,  lodged  themlelves  within  the  banks  of  a  tank  (or  pond  of  water) 
diftant  from  us  about  600  yards,  and  began  a  brifk  cannonade. 

Our  little  army  was  at  firft  drawn  up  without  die  bank  which  furrounded; 
the  grove,  but  foon  found  fuch  a  fhower  of  balls  pouring  upon  them  from 
the  enemy’s  cannon,  that  the  colonel  thought  proper  they  fhoukl  retire 
under  cover  of  the  bank,  leaving  two  field  pieces  without,  while  the  other 
four  were  kept  playing  through  the  breaches  in  the  bank.  Our  left  wing, 
was  ftill  covered  by  Pletjfey-  houfe,  which,  was  about  50  yards  diftant,  and 
clofc  to  the  river  fide. 

In  this  fltuafton,  both  armies  remained  till  about  12.  o’clock;  when  a ; 
heavy  fhower  of  rain- falling,  the  enemy’s  horfe  advanced,  as  if  to  take  ad¬ 
vantage  of  it but  when  they  found  that  our  field-pieces  continued- firing, 
notwithftanding  the  rain,  their  ardor  was  checked.  The  rain  ceafing,  the 
cannonading  continued  till  about  3  in  the  afternoon,  when  they  retired- 
without  confufion  to-  their  old  camp,  their  artillery  marching  firft.  And 
now,  a.  large  corps,  on  the  left  of  our  troops,,  was  feen  moving-  in  fuch  a- 
manner,  as  to  make  it  doubtful  whether  their  aim  was  to  poffefs  themfelves 
of  the  village  to  the  left,,  againft  us,  or  whether  they  were  friends,  and: 
wanted  to  join  our  army ;  but  they  proved  afterwards  to  be  friends  under 
Meer  Jaffiers  command-;  however,  as  no  fignal  had  been  agreed;  on  (owing- 
to  the  mifearriage  of  a  meflenger  which  he  had  difpatched  to  the  colonel, 
in  the  morning)  they,  were  kept  at  a  diftance  by  our  field-pieces.  After 
this  retreat  of  the  enemy,  Colonel  Clive,  leaving  orders  with  Major  Kil¬ 
patrick  to  fend  him  notice  if  the  Nabob  fhould  make  any  new-motions,.  wenr- 
into  Plajfey- houfe  to  put  on,. dry  deaths,  and  confider  whether,,  notwith- 

fianding. 
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-£  757-  Handing  the  fatigue  which  his  troops  had  already  undergone,  he  fliould 

— » - '  purfue'the  blow,  by  an  immediate  attack  upon  the  Nabob's  camp,  or  defer 

it  till  night,  when  he  judged  from  pall,  experience  the  fuccels  would  be 


During  this  interval,  information  was  brought  to  the  colonel,  that  a  de¬ 
tachment, of  our  army,  with  l’ome  field-pieces,  was  marching  towards  the 
before-mentioned  tank  and  eminence,  at  about  the  diftance  of  600  yards, 
which  had  been  poflefied  by  the  French,  but  who  abandoned  it  when  the 
army  of  Strajab  Dovclah  retired  to  their  camp.  Colonel  Clive  expreffe'd  his 
furprlze,  that  fuch  a  ftep  fliould  have  'been  taken  without  his  orders,  and 
immediately  haftened  after  the  detachment,  which  he  reached  nearly  at 
the  fame  time  it  arrived  at  the  tank.  He  now  found  that  this  detach¬ 
ment  was  commanded  by  Major  Kilpatrick,  whom  he  at  firft  ordered  under 
.arreft  for  fuch  unmilitary  conduit,  but  was  pacified  by  the  major’s  making 
him  an  apology. 


The  colonel  then  ordered 'Major  Kilpatrick  back  to  the  grove,  and  took 
the  command  of  the  detachment  himfelf,  relolving,  fince  fuch  a  ftep  had 
been  taken,  not  to  make  any  retreat,  but  rather  to  bring  on  a  fecond  aftion 
and  make  it  decifive.  He  therefore  ordered  a  reinforcement  from  the  main 
body  in  the  grove  ;  upon  which  Major  Code  with  his  detachment  joined  the 
colonel.  The  colonel  then  fent  the  king’s  grenadiers,  and  a  grenadier 
company  of  Sepoys  to  lodge  themfelves  behind  a  bank  that  was  clofe'  upon 
the  enemy’s  lines ;  from  whence  they  kept  a  continual  fire  with  their  fmall 
arms,  as  did  the  detachment  at  the  tank,  with  four  pieces  of  cannon. 

In  the  mean  time  the  enemy’s  infantry  and  cavalry  pu'lhed  out  towards 
■our  feveral  little  bodies  of  troops,  and  endeavoured  to  bring  their  heavy 
artillery  to  bear,  but  they  met  with  fo  warm  a  reception,  and  loft  fo  many 
draught-oxen  and  drivers,  that  they  failed  in  their  attempt.  When  the  in¬ 
fantry  and  cavalry  had  faced  our  troops  for  fome  time,  and  flood  a  very 
hnart  cannonading,  in  which  they  loft  a  great  number  of  men  and  horfes, 
it  was  obferved  they  -were  in  fome  confufion,  and  that  their  elephants  grew 
•Very  unruly.  The  colonel  took  immediate  advantage  of  this  critical  mo¬ 
ment,  and  fent  orders  to  Major  Code  to  attack  a  large  body  of  horfe  and 
foot  upon  a  fifing  ground  at  about  the  diftance  of  150  yards,  and  ordered 
another  officer  at  the  fame  time  to  ftorrn  the  angle  of  the  camp.  Both  thefe 
attacks  fucceeded,  the  enemy  making  but  a  faint  refiftance  ;  Major  Code 
inarched  into  their  lines,  and  a  general  rout  enfued  *.  The  aftallants  pur- 
fued  till  it  was  dark,  and  then  halted  at  Doudpore,  a  place  about  6  miles 
diftance  from  the  field  of  battle,  where  they  were  joined  by  the  reft  of  the 
army  from  Plafey  grove  under  Major  Kilpatrick,  who  at  the  commencement 


*  Mi-.  Sbcredileb,  a-nudfhipman  of  the  Kent,  w 
-through  his  thigh,  .as  he  was  eagerly  advancing 


wounded  by  a  muiket  bullet  which  went 
ihoot  one  .of  the  French  ojficers  .in  .the 


-of 
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of  the  rout  received  orders  from  the  colonel  to  march. — The  Nabob's,  army  1757. 
was  computed  to  confift  of  20,000  horfe,  and  40,000  foot :  our  lofs  was  very 
inconfiderabie  ;  but  he  had  about  500  men  killed,  among  whom  was  Meer 
Modun  (whofe  death  was  the  occafion  of  the  confufion  juft  mentioned)  be- 
fides  3  elephants,  and  a  great  many  horfes.  Their  53  pieces  of  cannon,  of  1 8, 

24,  and  32  pounders,  fell  into  our  hands,  with  their  camp,  baggage,  ele¬ 
phants,  &c.  & c. 

I  have  been  more  minute  in  the  clefcription  of  this  battle  of  Plajfey, 
than  was  Mr.  Scraflon,  becaufe  fome  perfons  have  taken  great  pains  to 
mifprefent  it,  with  a  view  to  tarnifh  the  glory  of  Colonel  Clive  on  that 
important  victory;  pretending  that  their  accounts  were  taken  verbatim  from 
Sir  Eyre  Code's  journal,  as  read  by  him  to  the  feleft  committee  of  the  houfe 
of  commons,  which  fat  .the  preceding  feilions  on  Eaji  India  affairs.  Hav¬ 
ing  therefore  been  lately  favoured  with  the  perufal  of  Sir  Eyre  Coote'%  jour¬ 
nal,  lean  aver,  that  the  feveral  publications  alluded  to,  are  totally  devoid 
of  truth  ;  and  the  public  may  be  allured  that  the  defeription  here  given  of 
the  battle,  correfponds  in  every  material  particular  with  that  journal.  Sir 
Eyre  Cooie  himfelf  alfo,  in  a  late  converlation  with  me,  declared,  “  that  the 
publications  before-mentioned  were  absolutely  falfe ;  that  any  perfon  might  be 
convinced  thereof,  by  appealing  to  the  minutes  of  the  committee  of  the 
houfe  of  commons,  where  what  was  delivered  by  him  on  this  examination, 
was  committed  to  paper.”  He  alfo  authorifed  me  publicly  to  declare, 

“  that  he  has  on  all  occafions  been  ever  ready  to  do  juftice  to  Lord  Clive's 


"While  our  army  , was .  purfuing,  a  large  body  of  horfe  was  obferved 
on  our  right;  after  firing  a  few  (hot  at  them,  a  meflenger  arrived  with- 
a  letter  from  Mcer  Jaffier  to  the  colonel,  acquainting  him,  that  the  corps, 
was  under  -his  command,  and  requefting  an  interview  that  night  or-  the 
next  morning.  Accordingly,  the  next  day  he  had  an  interview  with  the 
colonel,  when  after  congratulating  him  on  his  viftory,  he  declared  him¬ 
felf  ready  to  perform  the  articles  of  the  treaty  between  them.  The  colonel 
faluted  him  as  Smbahdar  or  Nabob  of  Bengal,  Babar,  and  Orixa,  and  ad- 
v-ifed  him-  to  advance  immediately  to  Maxo.dabad  after  Serajab  Dovslah ,  pro- 
niillng  that  he  would. follow  to  fupport  him  with  his  whole  force.  The 
late  Nabob,  reached  his  capital,  which  was  20  miles  diftant  from  the  field, 
of  battle,  a  few  hours  after  his  defeat :  and  the  next  evening,  not  knowing 
whom  to  truft,  or  what  to  do,  abandoning  himfelf  to  his  fears,  on  Meer 
Jaffier's  arrival,  he  difguifed  himfelf  in  the  habic  of  a  Faquier ,  and  with  one 
or  two  attendants  attempted  to  make  his  efcape.  Meer  Jajfier  immediately 
entered  the  palace,  where  all  was  anarchy  and  confufion  ;  but  prefently,  Mef- 
fieurs  Watts  and  Waljh  arrived  from  the  colonel  to  pacify  the  inhabitants, 
and  afiure  them  of  protection  :  and  on  the  27th"  of  June  Colonel  Clive  him¬ 
felf  made  his  public  entry  into  Muxadabad.  Meer  Jaffier  viftted  the 
colonel  the  next  day,  and  the  29th  Colonel  Clive  went  to  the  palace,  and 
in  the  prefence  of  the  Rajahs  and  Grandees  of.  the  court,  he  folemnly 
X.  handed 
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handed  him  to  the  Mufnttd  or  carpet  and  throne  of  ftate,  where  he  -wa-g 
unanimoutly  faluted  Soubahdar  or  Nabob,  and  received  the  fubmiffion  of  all 
prefent.  He  afterwards,  and  as  foon  as  he  was  able,  punctually  fulfilled  the 
feveral  articles  ftipulated  in  the  treaty  ;  and  conferred  upon  the  company,  the 
navy,  and  army,  fuch  liberal  rewards,  as  fully  compenfated  for  the  courage 
and  intrepidity  they  had  exerted  in  his  behalf.  The  remaining  part  of  the 
month  wasfpent  in  fettling  many  important  matters,  confequent  to  fuch  aa 
amazing  revolution. 

On  the  3d  of  July,  Serajab  Dowlah  the  late  Nabob,  after  wandering 
about,  forfaken  and  almoft  naked,  was  taken  in  his  way  to  Patna,  near 
Raja-maul-,  betrayed,  it  is  faid,  by  one  whom  he  had  in  his  profperity 
cruelly  treated,  by  caufing  his  ears  to  be  cut  off :  The  next  day,  he  was 
brought  back  to  Muxadabad,  .and  in  a  few  hours  afterwards,  privately  put 
to  death  by  Meet-  Jaffisr's  eldeft  fon,  to  whole  cuftody  he  was  committed. 
The  racher  outwardly  Teemed  defirous  of  having  him  confined  for  life  ;  but 
the  fon  and  other  chief  men  did  not  think  it  prudent  to  hazard  fuch  a  ftep 
in  the  prefent  critical  fituation  of  affairs,  and  therefore,  agreeable  to  the 
cruel  maxims  of  Eaftern  policy,  had  him  murdered  in  prifon,  and  his 
remains  were  expofed  On  an  elephant  round  the  city.  He  had  not  quite 
compleated  his  25th  year,  and  but  one  of  his  reign,  when  he  thus  fell :  an 
exit,  too  fuitable  to  his  languinary  difpofition,  and  tyrannical  atts  ! 

On  the  26th  of  July  the  new  Nabob  fent  prefents,  after  the  cuftom  of 
the  country,  and  of  the  eaft  in  general,  to  the  admiral,  confifting  of  an 
elephant,  two  fine  horfes,  a  rich  Moorijh  drefs  of  gold  gingham,  with  tur¬ 
bans  and  faffies  ;  and  a  rofe  and  plume  compofed  of  diamonds,  rubies, 
fapphires,  and  emeralds,  which  though  not  of  great  value,  made  a  pom¬ 
pous  appearance.  Admiral  Pocock  was  alfo  complimented  with  a  prelent  of 
the  fame  kind.  Admiral  Watfon  received  the  am balfadors  on  this  occafion 
with  marks  of  great  refpeft ;  he  made  a  prelent  of  fine  cloth  and  velvet 
to  each  in  return ;  drefled  his  lliips,  difplaying  as  many  flags  of  different 
nations  as  could  be  difpofed  of  on  the  yards,  mafts,  and  rigging  of  the 
fhips ;  faluted  them  with  his  cannon  ;  and  wrote  the  following  congratu¬ 
latory  letter  to  the  Nabob. 


Admiral  Charles  Watson,  tbe  great  commander  of  the  fleet  belonging  to  the 
meft  fuifl'ant  King  of  Great  Britain,  irreftible  in  battle-, — Eo  the  Nabob 
Shujah  al  Muluk  Hassam  oDowlah  Meh  Mahomed-Jaffier  Khan 
Bahadar  Mahabut  Jung. 

“  MIRZA  JAFFIER  BEG,  whom  you  have  done  me  the  honour 
to  depute  to  me,  has  delivered  me  your  letter  and  the  other  marks  of  friend- 
lhip,  with  which  you  have  been  pleafed  to  favour  me.  He  has  alfo  latis- 
.fied  my  denre,  in  giying  me  an  ample  account  of  your  health  and  profperity. 

But 


E  iss  3 

But  what  pleafes  me  beyond  exprefiion,  is,  to  hear  that  all  men  rejoice  in 
them  ;  and  while  they  acknowledge  you  are  worthy  of  them,  pray  for  their 
continuance.  This  is  a  fatisfadtion  which  your  predecefibr  never  knew,  and 
which  while  it  gives  the  molt  fublime  pleafure  to  a  mind  generous  like 
yours,  promifes  happinefs  to  yourfelf,  and  a  quiet  fucceffion  to  your 
ion. 

How  much  I  and  all  my  countrymen  wilh  it,  can  only  be  known  by 
the  benefits  you  have  conferred  on  us,  the  extent  of  which  can  alone  be 
meafured  by  your  generofity,  and  our  gratitude.  May  day  by  day  make, 
known  the  "latter  to  your  content,  and  our  honour  !” 


Xa 


CHAP. 
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C  H  A  P.  XL. 


Major  Eyre  Coote’s  expedition  up  the  Ganges,  in  purfuit  of  Monfteur  Law, 
and  his  party. 


BY  the  articles  of  the  capitulation  of  Chandernagore,  the  whole  of  that 
garrffon  were  to  continue  prifoners  of  war ;  but  about  the  time  of  fign- 
ing  the  treaty,  Mr.  Law,  with  a  fmall  body  of  troops,  made  his  efcape  out 
of  Caffmbuzar,  and  with  them  marched  northward,  towards  Patna.  At 
that  place,  he  was  protected  by  the  late  Nabob*  -,  and -on  our  recommenc¬ 
ing  hoftilities,  Mr.  Law  collected  together  about  200  of  his  -nation,  the 
only  remains  of  the  French  in  Bengal,  -to  affift  him  ;  and  which  were  within 
two  days  march  of  the  Nabob's,  camp,  when  the  battle  of  Plaffey  was  fought. 
On  receiving  the  news  of  the  defeat,  Mr.  Law  flopped ;  but  hearing  alfo 
of  the  Nabob's  efcape,  he  advanced  again,  and  was  within  a  few  hours 
march  of  joining  him,  when  he  was  taken. 

To  clear  Bengal  entirely  of  fo  reftlefs  an  enemy  to  the  Englijh,  and  the 
new  Nabob ;  on  the  4th  of  July  a  detachment  of  troops,  under  the  command 
of  Major  Archibald  Grant,  of  Colonel  Adlercron' s  regiment,  was  ordered  by 
Colonel  Clive  to  hold  themfelves  in  readinefs  to  go  in  purfuit  of  Mr.  Law 
and  his  party.  Mootenbeg ,  a  Sepoy  officer  in  the  company’s  fervice,  was  fent 
on  before,  with  two  grenadier  companies  of  Sepoys,  as  an  advanced  guard. 
Thefe  orders,  a  few  hours  afterwards  were  countermanded,  and  Major  Eyre 
Coote  was  then  appointed  to  the  chief  command  of  the  expedition,  who  ac¬ 
cordingly  on  the  5th  marched  to  Muxadabad ,  and  there  took  on  him  the 
command  of  the  detachment. 

On  the  6th  the  Major  left  Muxadabad  with  223  Europeans,  officers  and 
artillery  included,  2  pieces  of  cannon  6  pounders,  3  companies  of  Sepoys, 
50  Lafcars  or  Indian  Tailors,  and  10  Marmutty  men,  or  pioneers  to  clear  the 
road  j  and  the  fame  night  arrived  at  Rumna ,  where  he  was  greatly  dif- 
trelTed  by  the  drunkennefs  and  diforder  that  prevailed  among  his  people. 

*  See  Admiral  WatfeiPs  letters  to  the  Nabob  complaining  of  the  protection  given  to  Mr. 
Firm  and  his  party,  p,  143 ,  (3 ’c. 

On 
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On  the  7th,  he  continued  his  rout  by  water;  only  the  Sepoys  marching  by  1757. 
land  on  the  banks  of  the  river:  At  night  he  reached  Chepoua.  The  next 
day  he  went  on  to  Belgutta,  where  meeting  with  the  ‘Dacca  fleet  of  king’s 
boats,  he  thought  it  neceflary,  for  forwarding  the  expedition,  to  get  two 
£  alias*,  a  Goar  dare  -f,  and  8  7  Dandies  or  boatmen,  from  the  Nazir,  or  of¬ 
ficer  who  commanded  the  boats,  to  whom  he  gave  a  receipt  for  them. 

After  this,  the  major  left  the  boats  and  European  foidiers  under  the  com¬ 
mand  of  Captain  Alexander  Grant  (an  officer  in  tiie  company’s  military  ier- 
vice)  and  puffied  on  by  land,  with  Mr.  JohnJlone,  a  gentleman  in  the  civil 
employment  of  th zEafi  India  company,  and  who  now  afted  as  his  fecretary, 
endeavouring  to  get  up  with  the  advanced  body  of  Sepoys.  That  night  he 
arrived  at  Sooty,  a  place  fuuate  at  the  conflux  of  the  Ganges  and  Caffimbuzar- 
river.  •  On  the  gth  the  major  quitted  Sooty,  and  in  the  evening  of  the  fame 
day  got  into  a  creek  near  to  Dogatchy.  Captain  Grant,  with  the  Europeans , 
lay  by  at  Cogatchy.  The  next  morning  the  major  joined  Mootenheg  with 
the  advanced  party  of  two  grenadier  companies  of-  Sepoys ,  who  had  been 
before  reinforced  with  about  120  horfe  and  7  gunmen,  under  the  com¬ 
mand  of  two  of  the  Nabob' s  Jameiars  or  military  officers. 

The  major  bad  an  •  interview  at ' Dogatchy  with  Doad  Khan,  brother  of 
Nabob  Jajfter  Ali  Khan,  who  informed  him,  that  Mr.  Law  and  his  detach¬ 
ment  had  left  ‘Teriagurry  but  a  few  days  before.  He  then  puttied  oil  With 
the  Sepoys  to  Kajemaul-,  where  Dmn  Siburtray  ttiewed  him  a  letter  from 
Mr.  Law ,  dated  the  6th,  from  Baghelpoor ,  acquainting  him  with  his  arrival 
at  that  place,  and  that  he  intended  to  proceed  by  flow  marches  to  Patna,  at 
which  place  he  expected  to  receive  a  Perwannah  from  Meer  Jaffier,  and  to  that 
end  had  inclofed  an  Arzy  or  petition  to  that  Nabob.  The  major  took  pof- 
feffion  of  this,  and  inclofed  it  in  a  letter  to  Colonel  Clive  the  fame  night ; 
which  letter  informed  him  likewife,  “  that  the  two  Jamedars  having  received 
no  orders  to  advance  with  him,  had  refufed  to  go  any  farther ;  and  that 
the  Photifdar,  or  chief  magiftrate  of  the  diftrift,  who  had  promifed  to  have 
500  gunmen  and  100  horlemen  ready  in  the  morning  to  reinforce  the  par¬ 
ties  already  potted  at  the  pafles  of  Sicarigully,  and  Periagurry,  had  been 
wOrfe  than  his  word,  pretending  that  thofe  two  places  were  already  fuf- 
ficiently  fecured,  200  gunmen  and  40  horfe  being  ftationed  at  the  former, 
and  50  gunmen  and  1 5  horfe  at  the  latter The  major  concluded,  with 
requeftirig  the  colonel’s  orders  concerning  one  Alexander  Saufure,  a  Swift, 
whom  the  Sepoys  had  apprehended  difguifed  in  a  Moor's,  drefs.  This  ex* 
prels  packet  was  fent  to  Captain  Grant,  to  be  forwarded  by  him  to  Co¬ 
lonel  Clive,  and  the  captain  at  the  lame  time  was  exprefly  ordered  by  the 
major  to  come  up  and  join  him  with  all  expedition. 

*  Indian  boats,  very  Jong,  but  fo  narrow,  that  only  one  man  can  fit  in  them  abreaft. 

They  carry  however  a  multitude  of  towers,  and  are  remarkable  for  their  fwifenefs.  : 

f  A  veffel  pufhed  on  by  paddles. 

On 
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On  die  nth  the  major  received  a  letter  from  Captain  Grant ,  on  this  fide' 
Dcgatchy ,  acquainting  him  with  the  lofs  of  the  boat  which  carried  the  ar- ■ 
rack  defigned  for  the  ufe  of  the  troops,  and  that  the  whole  fleet  was  in- 
great  dift refs  for  want  of  proper  tackle  and  dandies-,  but  he  hoped  to  be- 
able  to  join  the  major  fome  time  in  the  night  with  the  light  boats  only.  On; 
the  receipt  of  this,  the  major  was  again  obliged  to  apply  to  the  Phoufdar,- 
who  promis’d  to  procure  him  fome  country  arrack,  10  light  boats,  500  ad¬ 
ditional  dandies ,  and  ropes  for  tackling:  But  on  his  being  reminded- of  his 
late  promife  of  affifting  the  major  with  a  body  of  men,  he  defirea  to  be 
exculed,  telling  him  his  troops  were  fo  difpcrfed  in  different  quarters,  ir 
was  impoffible  to  colled  them  together;  but,  if  that  had  not  been  the  cafe,, 
he  fhould  never  have  prevailed  on  them  to  march,  unlefs  the  two  months 
arrears  which  were  then  due  to  them  from  the  Nabob  were  firft  paid.  The  ■ 
-major  adviled  the  colonel  of  all  thefe  difficulties  by  letter,  earnedly  defiring 
him  to  procure  proper  orders  from  the  Nabob  to  the  Jamedars  and  other 
officers  of  the  places  he  was  to  pafs  through,  to  fupply  him  with  all  the. 
neceflaries  he  might  ftand  in  need  of. — Captain  Grant,,  agreeable  to  the- 
hopes  he  had  given  him,  joined  the  major  this  night  with  all  the  boats,  ex¬ 
cept  that  which  carried  the  ammunition,  and  a  tumbril-bpat,  of  which  no 
tidings  could  be.  learned. . 

The  next  day.  Major  Coote  fent  out  dome  ■  parties  in  fearch  of  the  boats- 
that  were  miffing,  and  employed  ail  the  caulkers  and  carpenters  that  could 
pcffibly  be  procured,  in  refitting  the  other  boats.  The  Pboufdar  agaitr 
afiured  him,  that  he-had  difpatched  people  every  where  to  colled:  the  boats- 
and  dandies  he  had  proraifed,  and  faid  he  made  not  the  lead  doubt  but 
they  would  be  all  ready  the  next  day.  At- night  the  major  had  the  fatis- 
fa&ion  to  be  joined  by  the  ammunition -and  tumbril-boats,  both  of  which'- 
were  fuppofed  to  have  been  loft. — At  the  fame  time,  he  received  a  letter 
from  Colonel  Clive ,  ordering  him  to  follow. Mr.  Law  as  far  as  Patna,  .if  he-.- 
eould  not  come  up  with  him  iboner. . 

The  13  th,  Serjeant  Devergue  having  reported,  that  the  prifoner  Alexander 
Saufnre,  (who  at  firft  came-from  Europe  to  Bombay  as  a  volunteer,  in  a  Swift  ■ 
company  of  foldiers,  but  foon  after  left- our  Eaji  India  company’s  fervice) 
had  been  endeavouring  to  perfuade  him  to  defert,  and  carry  over  with  him- 
as  many  men.  as  he  could  to  the  French,  and  that  he  had  alfo  difclofed  to 
him  a  fcheme  ho  had -formed  for  his  efcape,  by  the  -connivance  of  the  Sepoy, 
who  was  cenunel  over  him ;  and  farther,  that  he  had  communicated  to  him  the 
contents  of  a  letter  which  he  had  written  to  Mr.  Law,  giving  an  account  of 
the  proceedings  of.  this-  Englijh  detachment,  and  of  its  force ;  the  -major,- 
on  the  ferjeant’s  information,  fent  Lieutenant  FlaSlon  to  the  prifoner,  who  - 
took  from  him  a  letter  addrefied  to  Mr.  Law,  and  another  to  fome  other  per-  • 
ion.  From  the  lad  letter  it  appeared,  that  Saufure  had  been  formerly  in  the 
Hutch  fervice  at  Batavia,  where  he  had  killed  one  officer,  and  wounded 
two. others  in .  different. duels.;  that  he  had  the  good  fortune  to  . efcape 


[  x59  ] 

to  Pondicherry,  but  lately,  upon  account  of  a  rencounter  of  the  lame  kind,  r757 • 
he  had  been  obliged  to  leave  that  place  alfo,  in  a  Danijb  fliip  bound  to  ' 
Bengal ,  and  that  juft  before  the  battle  of  Plajffey  he  had  joined  the  few 
French  who  were  then  at  CaJJimbuzar.  In  his  letter  to  Mr.  Law,  he  gave 
an  account  of  that  buttle  •,  the  defeat  of  Serajah  Dcwlch ,  with  his  confulion 
and  perturbation  of  mind  after  the  death  of  Meer  Msdun  his  chief  general, 
and  finally,  his  flight  from  his  capital.  He  added,  that  had  himfelf, 
previous  to  the  action,  been  fupported  with  4000  men  as  an  advanced 
guard,  and  which  the  Nabob  had  actually  promifed  him,  he  would  have 
prevented  the  little  Englijh  army  from  taking  pofleffion  of  Plajfey  grove ; 
to  which,  and  to  his  not  being  properly  fupported  in  the  tank,  where 
he  had  placed  the  few  Frenchmen  who  were  with  him,  he  attributed  the 
lofs  of  the  battle.  —  He  went  on  with  faying,  that  he  had  propofed  to 
Monf.  St.  Frais ,  the  commander  of  the  French  troops,  to  march  with 
his  handful  of  forces  up  the  country,  with  a  view  of  joining  Mr.  Law , 
but  St.  Frais  anfwered,  it  was  impraSicable,  and  therefore  defired  his 
people  to  difperfe,  and  take  the  beft  care  they  could  of  themfelves.  He 
added,  that  he  had  defignediy  fecreted  himfelf  until  Major  Coote  had 
began  his  march ;  and  advifed  Mr.  Law  to  get  a  paflport  from  Meer  Jaffier 
to  lecure  him  a  fafe  and  uninterrupted  paffage  through  his  country,  though 
he  acknowledged,  that  the  Nabob,  influenced  by  Colonel  Clive,  had  actually 
difpatched  orders  to  the  Nabob  of  Patna  for  detaining  him  and  his  party 
on  their  march.  However,  faid  he  “  You,  Sir,  have  it  in  your  power,  with 
“  the  troops  under  your  command,  to  get  the  better  of  the  Englijh  detach- 
“  ment,  who  are  now  in  purfuit  of  you.  In  the  twinkling  of  an  eye,  you 
“  may  entirely  change  the  face  of  affairs  here.  Your  name  is  in  high 
“  repute  among  the  Moors,  and  the  military  reputation  of  Mr.  Bujfjy  is  fo 
ct  great  and  dreaded,  that  this  party  muft  inftantly  fly  at  his  very  name.” 

He  proceeded  with  advifing  Mr.  Law,  by  a  counter-march,  to  attack  our 
troops  in  the  night-time,  in  a  certain  place  which  he  particularly  deferibed  ; 
alluring  him,  that  by  fuch  a  coup  he  might  eafily  kill  or  make  prifoners  all 
the  officers,  efpecially  thofe  of  the  Sepoys ,  who  were  more  addiffed  to 
drunkennefs  than  even  the  Europeans  themfelves.- — He  concluded  his  letter 
with  thefe  words :  “  I  wifhed  to  have  delivered  to  you  in  perfon  this  intelli- 
“  gence,  but  on  the  third  day  of  my  journey,  I  had  the  misfortune  to  be 
“  arrefted,  difguiied  like  a  Moor :  I  fit  all  do  every  thing  in  my  power 
“  however  to  make  my  efcape ;  for  which  purpofe  I  beg  you  to  fend  with 
**  the  bearer,  a  good  Alcara*,  who  underftands  the  Portuguefe  language. — 

“  The  Englijh  arrived  at  Rajamaul  the  ixth  inftant.” 

The  prifoner  being  brought  before  Major  Coote  and  the  other  officers, 
acknowledged  the  above  letters  to  have  been  written  with  his  own  hand  ; 
and  having  nothing  to  plead  in  his  defence,  was  judged  unanimoofly  to  be 
deferving  of  death,  as  a  fpy ;  and  the  major  thinking  it  proper  to  carry  the 
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fentence  into  immediate  execution,  lie  was  accordingly  hanged  m  the  front  :, 
of  the  battalion.  The  Sepoy  whom  he  had  feduced,  was  tried  the  next  day 
by  a  court-martial  compofed  of  Subadars  *  and  Jamedars,  who  finding  him 
guilty  of  confenting  to  connive  at,  and  affift  Alexander  Saufv.re  in  making  his 
efcape,  ordered  him  500  lafhes  with  a.  ratan,  and  to  be  turned  out  of  the 
fervice. 

The  Fhoufdar ,  reprefen  ting  to  the  major,  that  he  could  not  allure  him  of. 
the  boats  and  dandies  before  the  enfuing  night,  and  exprefsly  promifing 
that  every,  thing  Ihould  be  then  ready,  the  major  thought  it  moft  advifable 
to  poftpone  his  march  till  the  15th  in  the  morning..  When  this  day  arrived,, 
he  found  himfelf  under  the  difagreeable  neceffity  of  putting  off  from  Raja - 
maul  in  the  fame  embarraffed  condition  he  arrived  there;  the  Fhoufdar  and 
T>uan  an  officer  next  in  command,  having  negle&ed  to  procure  him  the- 
boats  and  dandies  which  they  had  fo  faithfully  promifed,  and  in  the  former- 
of  which  he  intended  to  have  embarked  the  Sepoys.  This  body  of  troops, 
therefore  were  ftill  obliged  to  march  on  by  land,  and  at  night  arrived  at; 
Sicarigully ,  where  they  joined  the  major;  who  had  a. little  before  arrived, 
there  with  the  other  part  of  the  detachment,  excepting  11.  boats  that  were- 
irnder  the  command  of  the  officer  of  the  rear-guard,  and  who  could  not 
get  up  that  night  through  want  of  a  fufficient  number  of  dandies  to  track 
againft  the  current.  At  Sicarigully,  the  major  vifited-  the  pafs  of  that, 
name,  which  is  a  road  from  about  9  to  12.  feet  wide,  cut  through  a 
rock,,  and  covered  on  each  fide  by  an  impenetrable  Jtingle  or  coppice,, 
while  a  rivulet,  or  water-courfe,  very  hollow  and  impaffable,  runs  near  to.- 
the  Futtacks  or  gate  if  a  ball  was  difeharged  here,  it  could 'not  go  above - 
loo  yards  in  a  line,  the  road  every  where  abounding  with  fo  many  intri¬ 
cate  windings.  In  this  pafs  too,  fuch.deep  breaft-works  and  trenches  are, 
thrown  up,  that  it  would  be  very  difficult  to  force  a  paffage,  if  well  de¬ 
fended.  The  King’s  Road  is  faid  to  be  eafier  -of  accefs  than  this, .  and  lies . 
about  a  mile  nearer  the  foot  of  the  mountain.  The  major  went  alfo  to, 
fee  the  tomb  of  Seid  Abmud  Mahdoom,  which  ftands  upon  the  top  of  the  - 
rock,  and  was  built  at  the  expence  of  Sbarejhe  Khan ,  uncle  to  the  famous, 
Aurengzebe :  here  he  received  a  vifit  from  the  Jamedar ,  who  promifed  to. 
procure  him  a  freffi  fupply  of  dandies ,  alluring  him  however  at  the  ■ 
fame  time,  that  the  French  party  he  was  in  purfuit  of,  were  already  got-, 
ten  beyond  Faina. 

On  the  r.6th,  the  major  left  Sicarigully,  and  on  his  arrival  ’  at  Goujapoor, . 
was  complimented  with  a  vifit  from  the  Duan  and  Jamedar  of  Teriagurry , 
pafs;  who  informed  him,  that  the  French  had  halted  there  two  days,  at: 
the  time  Serajah  Dowlab  was  prifoner  at  Rajammli,  and  that  upon  the 
Jamedar’ s  alluring  them,  that  no  kind  of  alii  fiance  would  be  given  them, . 
Ihould  they  perfift  to  advance  farther  down  the  river,  they  had  returned. 

*  Black  commanders  of  a  company. 
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that  the  prefent  Nabob,  Mesr  Jaffa-,  had  done  him 
the  honour  to  thank  him,  for  having  rendered  to  him  and  his  people  lb 
acceptable  a  fervice.  The  major  foon  afterwards  proceeded  on  to  Feri- 
agarry  pais.  This  is  only  a  wall  carried  on  from  the  brink  of  the  river 
(which  at  this  place  is  prodigiously  rapid)  to  the  foot  of  the  mountain, 
and  is  almcft  impaflable,  being  covered,  like  that  at  Sicarigv.Uy ,  with  thick 
woods  and  Jungle  ;  and  hath  this  farther  impediment,  that  very  near  to 
the  wall,  runs  a  rivulet,  on  we  iicie  of  the  hill,  fecmingly  impracticable 
to  pafs  over.  1  he  bafhons  are  without  parapets,  having  eight  Tides  that 
are  not  eifnrt  feet  wide,  and  tney  have  contrived  to  build  the  walls  fo 
artfully,  that  tne  rivulet  serves  for  a  aitcn  m  front.  The  baftion-wall, 
which  is  a'oout  14.  feet  hum.  and  50  yards  long,  entirely  commands  the 
river,  whiefi  thougii  it  be  4  01  a  mile  broad  here,  yet  the  current  is  fuch 
as  to  carry  ail  ooats  cloie  under  the  platform. 

The  major  arrived  this  night  at  Sbababad ;  where  being  informed  by 
Mootenbeg,  who  commanded  the  Sepoy s,  that  the  French  were  a  little  beyond 
Baghelpoor,  he  difpatched  two  Hr, -cars  or  fpies  for  more  certain  intelligence, 
detaching  at  the  fame  rime  100  Sepoys  with  orders  to  endeavour  to  overtake 
them,  to  tire  into  their  boats,  and  lb  harrals  them,  as  to  give  him  an  oppor¬ 
tunity  of  coming  up  with  them. 

On  the  17th  the  major  left  Sbababad  at  day-break,  and  at  10  o’clock 
arrived  at  Pyntaby,  which  is  a  pretty  ftrong  poft  on  the  top  of  a  hill,  in 
which  are  quarries  of  lime.  He  here  vifited  the  tomb  of  Shab  Cumnml ; 
and  was  told  by  the  Nabob’s.  Peons  who  were  quartered  in  the  place,  that 
the  French  had  left  it  about  ten  days  before.  On  this  intelligence,  the 
major  continued  to  pufli  on,  and  leaving  Bolgutta  on  his  left,  rowed  up  to 
Celgew-NuHa ,  and  arrived  in  the  evening  with  lome  of  the  light  boats  at 
Cdgcvs,  where  the  reft  of  his  troops  did  not  get  up  rill  midnight,  and 
the  next  morning.  The  liruation  of  Bolgutta  is  moft  delightful,  but  what 
greatly  adds  to  the  beauty  and  pleafure  of  the  place  and  profpedt,  is, 
in  the  river  near  to  it,  are  feveral  large  rocks,  which  in  the  dry  feaion  caufe 
a  great  fail  of  water  and  forne  very  fine  cafcades.  The  Sepoys  made  heavy 
complaints  here  of  the  fatigues  they. had  undergone,  by  fuch  long  and  con¬ 
tinued  marches  through  bad  roads  ;  and  the  Dandies  declared,  that  they 
could  work  no  longer  at  the  rate  they  had  hitherto  pulhed  forwards :  the 
major  therefore,  to  filence  all  complaints,  and  to  induce  them  to  go  on 
without  delay,  was  obliged  to  make  each  of  them  a  prefent  in  money. 
This  day,  a  Coaft-Sepoy  joined  Mootenbeg  on  the  march,  who  told  the 
major  that  he  had  deferred  from  the  French ,  and  left  them  about  ten 
days  before,  encamped  at  Mongbeer,  to  the  number  of  about  140  Eu¬ 
ropeans,  and  90  Sepoys,  with  three  pieces  of  cannon ;  that  all  the  men 
were  well  armed,  but  in  great  want  of  money-,  that  he  and  feveral  others 
who  were  at  Chandernago-re  when  it  was  taken,  though  allowed  to  go  where 
they  pleafed,  chofe  to  join  Mr.  Law,  but  that  having  had  fome  words  with 
'  '  *  Y  his 
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h\s  Jamedar,  and  not  having  received  his  pay  with  any  kind  of  punfluality, 
i— had  come  to  a  refolution  of  quitting  the  French,  and  offering  his  fervice  to 
the  EngUJh.  While  the  major  continued  at  Calgow,  lie  received  alfo  a 
vifit  from  the  Phottfdar  of  that  place,  who  told  him,  the  French  party  were 
arrived  at  the  fort  of  Mongheer,  where  they  were  collefting  all  kinds  of 
provifions  and  ftores,  for  which  however  they  paid  a  double  price  :  He 
added,  they  were  enabled  to  do  this,  having  received  a  little  while  before, 
i  0,000  rupees  by  Serajah  Dowlah’s  orders,  from  the  town  of  Mongheer  ; 
and  that  even  at  this  time,  they  were  in  no  want  of  money. 

On  the  1 8th,  the  boats  being  altnoft  all  come  up,  the  major  proceeded  on 
to  Bagbelpoor.  Here,  he  received  a  letter  from  Colonel  Clive,  dated  the  13  th 
at  noon,  in  which  were  inclofed  others  from  the  Nabob  to  the  different  Rajahs-, 
Jamedars,  and  Pboufdars,  ordering  them  to  fupply  the  major  with  every  thing 
he  flood  in  need  of.  The  colonel  had  likewife  taken  care  to  inclofe  the 
Nabob’s  Perwamah,  directing  the  feveral  Jamedars  in  particular,  to  obey  the 
major’s  commands;  in  conlequence  of  which,.  Mr.  Coote  fent  for  Mirza 
Kelbealy,  the  fon  of  Ala  Ku'.y  Khan,  the  Phoufiar  of  Bagbelpoor,  and  after  hav¬ 
ing  delivered  to  him  the  Nabob’s  letter,  he  Shewed  him  the  Perwannah  he  had 
received  to  command  all  the  Nabob’s  forces.  He  then  demanded  60  horle 
of  him,  which  he  readily  promifed  to  furnilh,  and  alfo  that  they  fhould. 
be  in  readinefs  to  march  the  next  morning.  The  major  afterwards- 
put  into  his  hands,  (to  be  forwarded  by  him)  the  Nabob’s  Perwannah,  and  a 
letter  of  his  own,  addreffed  to  the  Rajah  of  Caruckpoor,  demanding  of  him- 
200  horfe,  which  he  faid  he  expected  fhould  join  him  in  two  days  at- 
Mongheer.  The  major  likewife  delivered  to  him  another -Perwannah,  inclofed 
in  a  letter  from  himfelf  to  th zjamedar  of  Bbar,  requiring  him,  on  the 
fuppofition  of  the  French  being  at  that  place,  to  diftreis  them  by  burning 
their  boats,  and  throwing  every  other  impediment,  in.  their  way,  that 
might  detain  them  till  he  himfelf  could  get  up.  But  at  midnight,  the.- 
tnajor  received  a  letter  from  Mr.  Pearkes ,  our  company’s  chief  it. Patna 
dated  the  16th,  in  which,  he  informed  him,  that  the  French  had  paired  by. 
that  city,  and  were  going  on  to  the  extreme  boundaries  of  the  province.. 
Their  force,  he  faid,  confided  of  about  100  Europeans,  125  Coajl  and  40.. 
Betigal  Sepoys,.  8  field-pieces,  and  9  patteraroes.. 

On  the  1.9th  the  major-put  off  with  his  boats  from  Bagbelpoor .,  having  fent 
on  the  Sepoys,  by  land.  The  lame  day  he  vifited  Mirza  Kelbealy,  and  denred 
of  him  40  Dandies  to  enable  his  troops  to  go  on  with  the  greater  dilpatch. 
in  purfuit  of.  the  French. — Here  he  faw  a  Mofque-  built  by  Shah.  Zada,  mod 
beautifully  fituated  on-  an  high  rock,  by  the  river’s  fide :  alfo  a,  pretty,, 
romantic  houfe  on  the  top  of.  a  dill  higher  rock  in  the  middle  of  the.' 
river,  with  a  _  number  of  figures  cut  in  the  rock.  This-  very  agreeable, 
manfion  was  inhabited  by  Faquiers,  who  feemed  to- think  that  they  did 
the  major  great  honour  by  accepting. of  feme  money  from  him.  Soon- 
afterwards  he  paffed  by  Sattangunge  a  neighbouring  town,  and  lay  that.- 
night  at  Jehanguira.  From  hence,  he.  wrote  to  Rayah  Ramnarain,  Nabob.- 
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•of  p  '!?#.  Atfinnw  hint  to  onoofc  the  Freud’,  and  to  orevent  their  going 
farmer  uo  rite  r'vtr;  ana  ado  a  letter  to  Mr.  .Pearkes,  inclofing  a  number 
U  p,p  cl  ulacect  to  induce  th  z  French  troops  to  delerr,  which  he  defired, 
if  poffible,  he  would  get  orom  in  the  French  camp.  On  the  20th  the 
ii  In/  er-mure,  and  cn  his  arrival  at  Gourgal-Fhtlla,  was  joined  by 
_A'  za  \e  !  witn  to  hone,  and  a  party  of  Bzxerries  or  matchlock  foldiers. 
He  alio  this  dav  met  Agah  sneer,  a  Faqtiier,  who  told  him,  that  he  left 
Patna  but  titree  davs  before,  and  the  French  were  then  at  a  garden- 
houfe,  three  Ccfs  or  fix  ErgHJh  miles  from  that  city.  Late  this  night,  the 
major  arrived  at  Mcngkeer  fort,  and  on  the  Burnt’ %  vifiting  him,  he  demanded 
of  him  40  Dandies  and  too  trackers  »,  having  been  difappointed  in  receiving 
thole  he  expedted  from  Mirza  Kelbealy. — -A  grenadier-boat,  and  a  tumbril 
boat,  and  the  rear-guard  did  not  get  up  with  him  this  night.  The  21ft, 
the  officer  of  the  rear-guard  having  joined  the  major,  and  reported  that  the 
two  boats  which  clid  not  get  up  the  preceding  night,  were  a  ground  upon 
a  fhoal,  an  officer  and  30  Dandies ,  furnifhed  by  the  Lman,  were  ordered  to 
go  and  affilt  in  getting  them  off. 

In  this  interval,  the  major,  accompanied  by  fome  of  his  officers,  went  to 
take  a  view  of  the  fort,  but  unexpectedly  found  the  gate  {hut  againft  them, 
and  that  r.o  admittance  .was  to  be  gained,  though  the  Duan  made  one  of 
the  company,  who  feemed  greatly  difconcerted  at  this  feeming  incivility. 
On  the  major  and  his  attendants  approaching  very  near  to  the  gate,  he 
perceived  the  garrifon  to  be  fo  much  alarmed,  or  fo  hoftile  in  their  inten¬ 
tions,  as  to  be  aftually  lighting  their  matches  •,  on  which  he  refolved 
only  to. walk  round  the  fort,  which  was  three  miles  in  circumference,  but 
badly  flanked  ;  the  wall,  though  pretty  high  and  faced  with  {tone,  was 
to  the  land-fide  ruinous  in  many  places,  and  might  eafily  be  fcaled. 
The  wall  is  alfo  overlooked  in  fome  parts  by  an  high  bank  at  the  diftance 
of  but  fixty  yards.  The  current  of  the  river  oppofite  to  the  fort,  is  fo 
very  rapid,  that  boats  are  carried  down  at  leaft  two  miles  in  eroding  only 
to  the  oppofite  fide.  The  major  however  was  not  deterred  from  making 
the  attempt ;  and  though  he  had  the  good  luck  to  get  over  /afe,  yet 
one  of  his  boats  with  fome  Sepoys  \vas.  overfet,  by  which  accident  one 
man  was  drowned,  and  five  Hands  of  arms  entirely  loft.  Many  of  the  other 
boats  not  joining  the  major  in  the  night,  he  came  to  a  refolution  of 
eroding  the  river  again,  and  afterwards  lay  to,  in  order  to  give  his  people 
an  opportunity  of  getting  up  with  him.  Finding  however  that  the  Sepoys 
were  advanced  three  Cofs  beyond  Nabobgunge,  he  pufiied  on,  and  in  very 
little  time  arrived  at  I-Iybutgunge. 

On  the  22d,  the  major  put  off  from  Hybutgwnge having  firft  .written  a 
letter  to  Colonel  Clive,  acquainting  him  that  he  fhould  follow  Mr.  Lam 
until  he  received,  his  orders  to  the  contrary.  He  alfo  forwarded  to  the 

*  Men  to  draw  the  boats  up  by  the  help  of  ropes. 
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colonel  a  letter  he  had  juft  before  received  from  Mr.  Pearkes,  the  contents 
of  which  informed  him,  that  the  French  had  advanced  3  Cofs  beyond  Chup - 
rah,  from  whence  they  could  eafdy  make  their  efcape  out  of  the  province ; 
as  they  were  not  above  5  Cofs  diftant  from  the  territories  of  Sujah  Don- lab, 

■'  Nabob  of  Glide.  The  major  lay  this  night  at  Nabobgunge,  and  was  joined 
1  at  midnight  by  the  rear-guard.  In  the  mean  time,  part  of  the  boats  paffed 
bv,  without  touching  at  Nabobgunge ,  and  got  as  far  as  Lutchinpoor.  On 
the  23d,  at  day-break,  the  major  left  Nabobgunge ,  and  foon  after,  his  Bud- 
gero<m  *  by  the  force  of  the  wind  and  current,  was  driven  afbore  at  Rhua 
Nulla-,  there  he  left  her  to  be  refitted,  and  proceeded  on  foot  to  Lutchin¬ 
poor,  where  he  joined  the  reft  of  the  fleet,  and  the  Sepoys. — Then  putting 
off  from  Lutchinpoor ,  he  reached  Bharrai  by  five  in  the  afternoon.  The  ■ 
major  now  confidering  the  great  rifle  his  boats  had  already  run,  and  ftill  would, 
from  the  dangerous  navigation  of  the  river,  and  that  a  few  more  finch 
accidents,  would  inevitably  bring  on  the  ruin  of  the  whole  expedition;, 
he  judged  it  necefifary  to  order  the  troops,  wirh  the  ammunition  and  artil¬ 
lery,  to  difembark,  and  then  putting  himfelf  at  their  head,  he  marched 
three  Cofs  over  land,  which  brought  him  to  Dirriapcor ;  the  artillery  was 
drawn,  and  ammunition  carried,  by  his  foldiers.  On  the  24th  he  marched, 
with  his  whole  little  army  from  Birriapoor  to  Purr  amok,  which  places  are 
diftant  about  20  Englijb  miles  from  each  other.  The  European  foldiers  during  . 
this  march,  expreffed  the  greateft  difcontent,  complained  of  the  fatigues- 
they  had  gone  through,  and  the  many  hardfhips  they  had  fuffeved,..  by- the  ■ 
want  of  (hoes  and  arrack,  and  at  laft  pofitively  refufed  to  go  any  farther.  . 
The  major  finding  the  men  in  a  difpofition  to  mutiny,'  and  perceiving  at : 
the  fame  time  that  the  wind  and  river  were  more  favourable  than  they  had  . 
lately  experienced,  thought  it  advifable  to  re-embark  the  European,  troops,, 
but  putting  himfelf  at  the  head  of  the  Sepoys,  he  marched  with  them  to  .• 
Bhar ,  which  was  three  Cofs  farther. 

On  the  European  troops  arrival  at  Bhar,  the  major  fent  fome  of  the  fbr-  ■ 
jeants  with  a  meffage  to  them,  reminding  them  of  the  favours  he  had  con-  - 
ferred,  and  how  ready  he  had  been  to  oblige  them  upon  all  occafions;  and  i 
how  fenfible  he  was  of  their  prefent  bad  behaviour and  concluded,  with¬ 
afluring  them,  that  if  they  did  not  prefently  amend,  he  certainly  would', 
reprefent  their  conduct,  to  Colonel  Clive,-  and  .  the  reft  of  the- arm v,  and ; 
leave  them  behind  him  at  Patna.  They  returned  for.  anfvver,  that  “they. 
“  Ihould  look  upon  the  latter  part  of  the  difgrace  as  the  mod  definable  - 
“  event  that  could  happen  to  them,  fince  they  were  -perfuaded,  that  their  . 
“  officers  intention  was  to  kill  them  in  order  to  put  their  prize-money  .into 
u  their  own  pockets.51-—  The  lerjeants  told  the  major,  there  was  nothing 
new  in  their  prefent  behaviour,  for  that  they  had  been  grumbling  during  • 
the  whole' expedition.— The  major,  forty  ,  to  find  his  remonftranceS°had  no  i 
effect  on  thefe.  fellows,  wrote  a  letter  to  Colonel  .Clive,  informing  him,, 
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•pened,  and  ihould  he  he  fo  fortunate  as  to  find  out  the  guilty  perfons,  he 
would  certainly  fend  them  to  the  major  to  be  punished.  On  the  27th 
Major  Coote  wrote  to  Colonel  Clive,  informing  him  of  the  feveral  occur¬ 
rences,  and  of  the  Nabob’s  declining  to  fee  him.  After  he  had  finifhed  his  let¬ 
ter,  he  vilited  Mahmud  Ami  Khan  (who,  with  many  other  men  of  diftinguifhed 
rank,  though  not  in  the  command  of  a  province,  was  commonly  honoured 
with  the  title  of  Nabob)  and  Meer  Cajjhn-,  the  one  the  brother-in-law,  and 
the  other  the  brother  of  Jaffier  Alt  Khan  :  At  night,  both  thcfe  gentlemen, 
attended  by  fome  of  the  chief  Jamedars ,  returned  the  major’s  vifit,  and 
had  a  conference  with  him  in  private.  The  fubftance  of  v/hat  Mahmud 
Ami  Khan  faid,  touching  the  dependance  the  major  ought  to  place  on  the 
friendfnip  of  Ratnnarahi ,  was  to  the  following  purport ;  “  that  Ramn  armin'* 
■views  were  to  make  hhnfelf  independant  of  the  Soubahiar  Meer  Jaffier,  and 
that  he  had  the  night  before  been  advifed  in  council  to  fall  upon  the 
major  unawares,  and  cut  off  him  and  his  whole  party.”  On  the  28th  the 
major  wrote  to  Colonel  Clive,  acquainting  him  with  what  he  had  learned 
from  Nabob  Mahmud  Ami  Khan-,  and  again  requested  his  directions,  whe¬ 
ther  he  Ihould  follow  Mr.  Lazv  into  Sujah  Dozvlah's  country.  He  took 
this  opportunity  alfo  of  writing  a  complimentary  letter  to  Nabob  Jaffier  Ali 
Khan,  on  account  of  the  afliftance  which,  by  his  Perwannahs,  he  intended 
to  render  him,  though  in  reality  they  proved  but  of  little  fervice  towards 
facilitating  his  expedition.  Major  Coote  alfo  how  wrote  a  letter  to  the  Nabob 
of  Oude ,  Sujah  Dozclab ,  requefting  him  not  to  allow  the  French  to  enter 
his  dominions,  bur  if  they  were  already  there,  to  feize  and  deliver  them  up 
into  his  hands,  or  at  kail  to  permit  him  to  advance  into  his  territories 
after  them  and  concluded  with  telling  him,  that  he  ihould  expedl  an  an- 
fwer  at  his  arrival  on  the  borders. 

The  major  finding,  that  his  remonftrances  to  the  foldiers  on  the  24th  had 
very  little 'weight,  and  that  a  tendency  to  mutiny  flill  remained,  now  thought 
it  neeefiary  to  order  a  court  martial,  for  the  trial  of  the  ring-leaders  ;  30  of 
whom  were  fentenced  to  puniihment,  which  they  received  that  afternoons 
by  this  timely  fevericy  a  total  itop  was  put  to  any  fuch  diforders  for  the 
future  among  the  European  troops.  But  on  the  29th  feveral  of  the  major’s 
Bandies,  Bazar,  and  black  fervants  deferted;  and  the  Sepoys  when  they 
were  paraded  to  march  off,  grounded  their  arms  to  a  man,  and  refufed  to 
go  any  farther.  They  complained  bitterly  of  the  great  fatigues  they  had 
already  gone  through,  the  immenfe  diftance  they  were  now  removed  from 
their  families,  the  promifes  that  had  been  made  them  at  M/aarafs,  that  they 
fliould  go  iio  farther  than  Calcutta ,  which  afterwards  were  changed  to 
Chandernagcre,  then  to  Muxadabad,  and  that  now  they  faw  no  period  to 
their  marching :  They  complained  alfo  that  they  had  not  received  their 
juft  pay.  The  major,  having  ineffectually  endeavoured  by  fair  words  and 
promiies  to  prevail  on  them  again  to  take  up  their  arms,  pointed  out  to 
them  the  ill  confequences  which  muff  neceffarily  arife  to  themfelves  from 
iheir  prefent  procedure  :  As,  that  they  were  then  furrounded  by  the  Rajah's 
j  troops. 
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troops,  whom  they  had  no  reafon  to  look  upon  as  well  affefted  towards 
them  ;  that  by  thus  quitting  their  arms  they  were  of  courfe  rendered  in¬ 
capable  of  defending  themSelves;  and  if  no  greater  misfortune  happened  to 
them,  they  might  be  fure  of  being  plundered  of  what  little  they  had,  befides 
forfeiting  all  the  prize-money  which  was  Still  due  to  them :  but  if  thefe  re¬ 
presentations  had  no  weight  with  them,  they  were  at  liberty  to  go  where- 
ever  they  thought  proper,  as  he  had  already  provided  men  to  take  up  thofe' 
arms  which  they  fo  fhatnefuil y  abandoned.  This  operated  fo  effectually  upon 
them,  that  they  immediately  refumed  their  arms,  and  contented  to  march. 
He  then  ordered  the  artillery  and  Sepoys  to  march  by  land  to  the  Engl-jb  gar¬ 
dens  at  Battkypcer ,  3  Cofs  N.  W.  of  Patna ,  and  the  European  foldiers  to 
embark,  and  proceed  thither  by  water.  Before  he  himfelf  Set  off  from 
Patna,  he  was  again  cautioned  by  Mahmud  Ami  Khan  to  be  diffident  of 
Ranmarain  and  thofe  troops  of  his  which  were  to  accompany  him,  who,, 
he  allured  the  major,  would  be  of  no  fervice  to  him  ;  and  then  put  him 
in  mind  of  the  incivility  and  infult  with  which  the  major  and  his  people 
had  been  treated  by  this  Nabob.. 

On  the  30th  Major  Cools  halted  at  the  gardens  ;  and  fpent  the  whole  day 
in  adjuSting  his  boats,  ordering  the  Bazar,  paying  his  men,  and  preparing 
every  thing  for  his  march.  He  fummoned  alfo  the  four  captains  who  were 
under  him,  to  a  council  of  war,  and  having  laid  before  them  two  letters  he 
had  received  from  Colonel  Clive  of  the  14th  and  1.7th  of  'July,  directing 
him  to  purfue  Mr.  Lavt  us  far  as  he  poffibly  could  ;  he  obferved  to  them, 
that  the^  had  now  proceeded  beyond  Patna,  and  that  he  had  received 
pofitive  intelligence,  Mr.  Law  was  now  a  day’s  march  out  of  the  pro¬ 
vince,  and  encamped  in-  that  of  Sujah  Dowlah  ;  he  therefore  put  the  ques¬ 
tion,  whether  they  thought  it  poffible  that  the  detachment  under  his  com¬ 
mand,  could  go  on  with  the  fame  expedition  as  they  had  hitherto  done. 
It  was  unanimously  thought  impoffible,  for  the  following  reafons.  iff.  Be- 
caule  the  Sepoys  had  already  laid  down  their  arms'  on  account  of  the.  great- 
fatigue  they  had  undergone  in  their  long  march  to  Patna,  and  had  been 
prevailed  on  with  much  difficulty  to  take  them  up  again.  2dly,  Becaufe 
of  the  difcontent  that  reigned  among  the  Europeans ,  the  deferrion-  of  the 
Dandies  and  black  fervants,  and  the.  very  great  difficulty  which  was  daily 
experienced  of  getting  others  in  their  room.  The  council  however  were 
unanimoufly  of  opinion,  that  they  Should  Still  proceed  in  the  beft  manner  they 
could,  though  by  eafier  marches,  in  purfuit  of  Mr.  Lain.  ' 

On  the  31ft  of  July ,  the  detachment  left  Baukypoor-gardvns,- and  came 
to  Dunapoor,  diftant  3  Cofs.  From  hence  the  major  dispatched  three  Hir- 
tars,  ordering  them  to  go  on  ’till  they  reached  the  French  camp,  and  then 
bring  him  all  the  intelligence  they  could  learn.  One  of  the  three,  was  ordered, 
to  make  the  beft  of  his  way  back  to  the  major,  as  Soon  as  they  could  pro¬ 
cure  any  information  on  the  road  that  might  be  depended  upon.  Or,  the  ift. 
p&.Augufi,  the  troops  reached  Munere,  a  place  belonging  to  Ranmarain,  and- 
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guns,  tumbrils,  See.  and  with  the  afliftance  of  as  many  Lafears  as  could 
be  gotten  on  board,  to  crofs  the  Sean  and  Ganges  in  order  to  their  being 
conveyed  to  Ckl'.prck.  The  bullocks,  the  remaining  part  of  the  Lafears , 
hiarmuity- men,  and  a  Jamedar  with  1 6  Sepoys,  together  with  the  Bazar- 
people,  were  directed  to  march  by  land,  till  they  got  oppofite  to  Cbtiprah 
and  Pbsroojing.  (an  officer  of  Rarnnaminh)  undertook  to  get  them  all  ferried 
over  the  river  in  three  days  time.  The  reft  of  the  party  arrived  at  Chuprah 
•the  fame  night,  and  were  lodged  in  the  large  falt-petre  Godowns  or  ftore- 
houfes,  and  the  factory-houfe.  Here  the  major  learnt,  that  Mr.  Law  had 
•left  that  place  17  days  before,  and  was  now  at  Banaras,  Late  at  night, 
Phemofing  came  to  him,  and  told  him,  that  he  muft  be  very  cautious  how 
he  proceeded,  for  that  his  matter  Ramnarain  had  fent  a  great  man  to  him 
yefterday,  to  defire  the  major  not  to  think  of  going  any  farther  than 
Munere,  and  with  the  mod  pofitive  injunctions  to  his  own  troops  not  to 
proceed  a  ftep  beyond  that  place  :  On  which  account,  Phtroofmg  taking  it 
for  granted  that  the  major  would  immediately  return  to  Patna,  had  flopped 
the  bullocks,  &c.  on  the  road  ;  the  major  however  infilled  on  their  join¬ 
ing  him,  and  Pheroojing  promifed  that  they  fnould  be  with  him  the  next 
.day. 

On  the  3d,  Major  Coote  was  joined  by  the  Lafears,  bullocks,  &c.  agree¬ 
able  to  the  promife  given  him  by  Pherooftng ;  he  then  examined  that  of¬ 
ficer  concerning  what  number  of  troops  Ramnarain  had  on  the  fame  fide 
of  the  river  he  now  was,  who  affured’him,  that  there  were  none  of  any 
kind  whatever;  by  which  circumftance,  the  reader  will  eafily  judge  con¬ 
cerning  the  afliftance  which  the  major  had  to  expeft  from  this  Nabob. 

The  next  day,  the  major  fummoned  his  officers  to  another  council  of  war, 
when  he  laid  before  them  the  intelligence  received  from  the  three  Hircars, 
whom  he  had  difpatched  from  Baukypoor-gprAtas,  “  That  they  had  gone 
quite  up  to  Banaras,  where  the  French  arrived  13  days  before  ;  that  five  of 
their  gentlemen  had  waited  upon  the  Rajah  Bulwanftng  to  implore  his  protec¬ 
tion,  who  had  granted  them  an  old  ruinous  fort,  about  2  Cofs  on  this  fide  the 

town. 
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town,  by  the  river.?  fide;  that  fome  of  their  men  ftaid  in  the  fort,  and  I757- 
fome  on  board  the  boats ;  that  the  Rajah  had  difpatched  letters  to  Sujah  '  'y~^m 
Dozvlah,  acquainting  him,  that  the  French  who  had  fled  from  the  Patna 
confines  were  now  with  him,  and  defined  his  permiffion  to  continue  there ; 
that  Suja  Dowlah  now  refided  at  Lucbnow ,  ioo  Cofs  from  Banaras,  and  that 
the  French  propofed  entering  into  his  fervice  ; '  that  Rajah  Bulwanfmg ,  had 
4000  men  encamped  in  huts  clofie  to  Banaras ;  that  Pbafel  All  Khan ,  Nabob 
of  Gangypour,  with  whom  the  French  had  ftaid  two  days,  was  marching  with 
5000  men,  and  had  advanced  6  Cofs  towards  the  borders  of  his  diftrift; 
and  that  troops  were  affembling  on  all  ftdes  on  the  news  of  the  approach  of 
the  Englijh. — Finally,  that  the  roads,  they  the  Hircars  came  over,  were 
very  bad,  with  water  in  them  as  high  as  their  middle  ;  that  there  were  three 
rivers  to  pals  over  ;  that  the  current  near  Banaras  was  very  ftrong;  and  that 
the  French  artillery  was  hot  yet  landed.”  The  major  defired  them  to  give 
their  opinions,  whether  it  was  advifiable  to  proceed  any  farther  in  purfuit 
of  Mr.  Law  and  his  party  ?  And  they  unanimoufly  refolved,  that  it  was 
not,  for  the  following  reafons.  “  Becaufe,  we  apprehend  the  French  would 
not  have  prefumed  to  remain  fo  long  as  they  have  at  Banaras ,  but  have 
continued  their  route  up  the  country,  unlefs  they  had  been  very  fure  of 
being  protedled  by  Sujah  Do  wlah,  and  the  other  neighbouring  powers ;  and 
with  this  protection,  we  have  not  the  leaft  reafon  to  expedt  to  fucceed 
at  this  feafon  of  the  year  againft  them,  fince  we  are  in  want  of  boats  to  carry 
the  Sepoys  up  the  river  ;  and  the  depth  of  water  on  the  roads,  and  the  three 
rivers  we  have  to  pals,  is  iuch  as  to  fender  it  impoffible  for  us  to  march  them 
by  land  ;  not  to  mention  the  diftrefs  we  are  fure  of  fuffering  in  an  enemy’s 
country,  through  want  of  provifions  for  the  foldiers,  and  of  Dandies ;  or  the 
many  bad  confequences  that  may  enfue  from  engaging  ourfelves,  and  the 
Nabob  Meer  Jaffier,  at  this  junfture,  in  dilputes  with  the  neighbouring 

The  next  queftion,  was,  whether  they  had  better  remain  where  they  were, 
or  return  to  Patna,  and  there  expedt  the  colonel’s  farther  orders  ?  The  coun¬ 
cil,  without  one  diffenting  voice,  agreed,  that  it  was  molt  expedient,  and 
indeed,  abfolutely  necelfary,  to  return  to  Patna ;  elpecially  as  the  furgeon  had 
reprefented,  that  the  men  fell  fick  apace,  owing  in  a  great  meafure,  as  he 
apprehended,  to  the  ground  of  the  quarters  they  were  now  in,  being  prodi- 
gioufly  impregnated  with  Salt-petre.  Befides  it  appeared  that  the  arrack 
which  had  been  fent  for  the  ufie  of  the  foldiers,  was  entirely  expended,  and 
no  freflr  fupply  could  be  gotten  in  their  prefcnt  fituation. 

This  night,  two  deferters  came  in  from  Petcra  (a  town  14  miles  north 
from  Chuprah )  who  informed  the  major,  that  the  Rajah  of  that  place,  Dun- 
feram,  was  colledling  forces,  and  every  day  people  were  joining  him  from 
the  north,  and  that,  he  had  already  with  him  about  3000  horfe,  1  goo  foot, 
and  four  pieces  of  cannon  ;  upon  which  Major  Coote  again  queftioned 
Pktrocfmg  on  politics,  who,  after  many  equivocations,  confelfed,  that  the 
Z  feveral 
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federal  Rajah's  of  the  country,  after  the  death  of  Serajab  Bcwlah ,  thought 
them  I  elves  no  longer  obliged  to  pay  the  balance  of  the  revenues  to  Nabob 
Jaffier  Ali  Khan,  but  infifted  on  a  Furkutey  or  full  difcharge  being  granted 
them,  for  which  purpofe  they  were  aiTembling  troops,  and  taking  every  other 
mealure  to  prevent  any  demand  being  made  upon  them.  On  the  5th  Major 
Cede  lent  one  of  his  "  Cbubdars  to  Rajah  Bunferam,  defiring  to  know  his 
reaibns  for  collecting  troops,  with  ordets  to  difmifs  them  immediately,  al¬ 
luring  him  that  if  he  refilled  to  do  it,  he  would  inftantly  march,  and  attack 
him  with  his  forces. — The  next  day  the  Chubdar  returned  from  Bunferatn 
with  the  following  anfwer  ;  That  the  troops,  he  had  been  aiTembling,  were 
intended  for  his  own  fecurity  ;  but  that  on  his  receiving  the  major’s  orders 
he  had  difmiffed  them  all.  He  apologized  at  the  fame  time  for  not  waiting 
upon  the  major,  by  faying  he  was  not  well,  but  that  he  had  fent  his  Vacqued' 
to  make  his  compliments.  Major  Code  however  excufed  himfelf  from  fee-, 
i.ng  this  melfenger. 

On  the  1 1  th  one  Denautkban,  who  was  Gomaftah  or  agent  for  an  Armenian 
black  merchant  named  Coja  Wazeed ,  an  agent  to  the  governor  and  council 
at  Calcutta,  complained  to  the  major,  that  the  Butch  fecond  was  about  to  . 
take  the  falt-petre  out  of  his  Godowns  by  force,  which  he  had  prepared  for 
the  ExgUJh ;  upon  this  intelligence  Major  Code  immediately  fent,  and  pre¬ 
vented  it. 

Soon  after,  he  received  a  letter  from  Colonel  Clive,  with  an  order  that 
he  fhould  fupport  the  black  agents  employed  by  the  governor  and  council; . 
for  colle.&ing  the  company’s  falt-petre,  againft  any  perfon  whatever  who-, 
fhould  offer  to  obftrucl:  them;  which,  obliged  the  major  to  give  out  the- 
following  order. 


Major  Eyre  Code ,  commander  of  the  united  troops  of  England,  and  thofe.- 
of  Nabob  Jqffier  Ali  Khan ,  in  the  expedition  to  Patna  •'  To  all  whom, 
it  may  concern. 


WHEREAS  the  falt-petre  belonging  to  Coja  AJhruff  is  colle&ed  and. 
provided  for  the  Englijh  company;  let  no  perfon.  touch  it,  or  interrupt  him. 
in  expediting  the  laid  falt-petre.^-Moreover,;if  any  perfons  have  feized  or. 
carried  off  any  of  it  without  his .  confent,  let  it  be  immediately  returned, 
to  him  by  thofe  who  have,  it .  in ,  their  poffeiTion,  as  they  will  anfwer  -the. 
contrary. 

EYRE  CQOT.E. . 

Given  at  Patna  the  1 5th  of  Augujl,  1757-. 

John.  J.ohnstone,  .Secretary. 


& 

of: 


*'  An  attendant,  whole  cfnce  is  to  carry  n 
'■ ,  literally  a  Staff-bearer ;  fo  called  from  the 
his  mailer)  which  he  carries' in  his.  hand. 


neflages  and  proclaim  the  approach  of.vifitors, 
flair  of  wood,  (or  filver,  according  to  the  rank 

Here*. 
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Here,  the  major  and  Mr.  Jobnftone,  knowing  of  what  confequence 
'che  article  of  falt-petre  had  ever  been,  and  always  mafi  be,  as  well  to 
the  Englijh  nation  in  general,  as  the  Eafi  India  company  in  particular,  had 
ever  fince  their  entering  this  province,  (which  is  well  known  to  be  by  way 
of  eminence  the  country  in  which  falt-petre  is  manufactured)  made  it  their 
bufinefs  in  their  leifure  hours,  to  acquire  a  competent  knowledge  of  this 
important  branch  of  commerce.  And  as  it  appeared  to  them,  that  by  alter¬ 
ing  the  prefent  mode  of  colleAing  it,  much  greater  profits  would  arife  to 
the  company  than  what  they  had  hitherto  experienced,  the  major  thought 
proper  to  convey  the  particulars  to  the  governor  and  council  at  Calcutta , 
through  the  military  channel.  And  fome  time  afterwards,  the  major  and 
Mr.  Jobnftone  (till  ftrongly  im prefled  with  the  idea  of  its  being  highly  necef- 
fary,  that  this  bufinels  Should  be  ferioufly  attended  to  below,  they  agreed, 
that  Mr.  Jobnftone  Ihould  in  his  own  name  write  to  the  governor  and  council, 
in  a  yet  more  circumitantiai  manner,  pointing  out  the  ways  and  means  by 
which,  if  ftriAly  carried  into  execution,  the  company  could  not  avoid 
making  very  confiderable  advantages,  and  at  the  fame  time  be  enabled  to 
fupply  government  with  falt-petre  at  a  much  lower  price  than  ever  before. 
Doubtiefs,  due  attention  was  foon  paid  to  thefe  falurary  reprefentations  ; 
and  the  good  effeAs  of  the  major’s  and  Mr.  Jobnftone's  enquiries  and 
reports,  have  for  many  years  pall  been  happily  experienced  in  this  king¬ 
dom. 

On  the  13th,  the  major  embarked  the  European  troops,  artillery,  and 
Sepoys.  Pberoofmg,  finding  by  this  manoeuvre  the  major  was  determined  to 
march  that  day  to  Patna,  feemed  very  uneafy,  and  framed  many  excufes 
to  prevent  his  going  ;  but  when  he  perceived  that  he  could  not  prevail,  he 
begged  of  him  not  to  credit  the  feveral  reports,  which  had  been  propagated 
again!!  his  mailer  Ramnarain ;  anti  concluded  with  alking  the  major,  whether 
he  would  have  Hyatt  Kban  ordered  with  his  troops  into  the  city ;  but  this 
Mr.  Coote  would  by  no  means  admit  of.'  The  major  arrived  the  fame  night 
at  Patna,  and  no  fooner  fet  foot  in  the  city,  but  he  fent  for  Nabob  Ami 
Khan,  and  after  reading  him  a  letter,  as  he  was  direAed  to  do,  which  he 
had  received  from  Colonel  Clive,  at  Muxaiahad,  he  defired  him  to  give 
his  opinion  of  the  prefent  fituation  of  affairs  in  general;  and  demanded 
of  him  in  particular  how  many  troops  there  were  in  and  about  the  city, 
£pV.  &c.  The  major  was  now  furrounded  with  a  variety  of  political  objeAs ; 
indeed  he  had  fo  nice  and  difficult  a  part  to  aA,  as  called  for  the  utmoft 
exertion  of  all  his  abilities.  We  have  feen,  that  Meer  Jaffier’s  authority  as 
Soubabdar,  had  hardly  reached  even  the  fouthern  confines  of  this  province, 
when  the  major  entered  it  with  his  little  detachment,  otherwife  fo  many  com¬ 
plaints  of  the  want  of  boats,  Dandies,  CSV.  would  not  have  been  made. 
Cool,  nay  even  unfavourable,  was  the  reception  given  to -the  major  by  Ram¬ 
narain  at  his  entering  Patna-,  outrages  were  offered  by  this  Nabob’s 
people  to  the  Sepoys  and  butchers  belonging  to  the  army ;  the  council  held 
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by  the  Nabob  on  the  fubjeft  of  the  major  and  his  party,  was  hoftile  s. 
the  intelligence  given  by  Meer  Jaffier' s  two  brothers,  (whom  the  major 
had  received  orders  to  confult  and  aft  in  concert  with)  concerning  the 
aim  of  Ramnarain,  to  make  himfelf  independant  of  the  Subabdar,  was. 
corroborated  by  almoft  every  other  poffible  circumftance,  in  the  behavi¬ 
our  of  Ramnarain  himfelf  j  befides  the  preparation  for  war  in  the  gar- 
rifon  of  Mongheer ,  and  the  levying  troops  in  almoft  every  different  part, 
of  the  country :  add  to  thefe  particulars,  that  Meer  Jaffier’s  two  brothers 
had  from  time  to  time  acquainted  the  Soubahdar  of  the  uncertain  tenure 
by  which  he  held  even  his  nominal  dignity  in  the  Patna  country.  Meer 
Jaffier,  actuated  by.  refentment  towards  Ramnarain ,  and  being  in  dread  of 
his  power  and  machinations,  (encouraged  alfo  by  the  affurances  fenc  him. 
from  his  two  brothers,  that  it  would  be  an  eafy  matter  for  them,  aided: 
by  the  major,  to  depofe  Ramnarain ,)  fometiraes  feemed  refolved  that  an, 
attack,  fhould  be  made  on  the  palace,  and  that  Ramnarain  Ihould  be  treated: 
as  a  difaffefted  perfon  to  his  government.  At  other  times,  moved  by  poli¬ 
tical  caution  and  timidity,  he  would  contradidb  the  orders,  which  but 
juft  before  he  had  refolved  Ihould  be  vigoroufly  carried  into  execu¬ 
tion.. —  Thefe  inconftant  refolutions,  could  not.  but  make  the  fituation. 
of  the  Englijh  commander  extremely  unpleafant.  At  length,  after  hav¬ 
ing  maturely  confidered  the  inftruftions  he  had  at  different  times  re-, 
ceived  from  Colonel  Clive,  and  the’  ftate  of  the  Nabob’s  affairs  in  this  pro- 
"  vince,  the  major  concluded,  that  if  by  the  ftrength  of  his  reafons,  and  the- 
influence  of  his  arms,  he  could  convince  Ramnarain  that  it  was  as  con-, 
fiftent  with  his  intereft,  as  it  was  with  his  duty,  for  him  to  lay  afide  all  am¬ 
bitious  views,  and  peaceably  fubmit  himfelf  to  him  who  was  now.  become- 
Soubabdar  of  Bengal,  Bahar  and  Orixa,  the  gaining  fo  material  a  point: 
could  not  but  terminate  in  the  peace  and  happinefs  of  the  provinces  in 
general,  as  well  as  the  intereft  of  the  contending  powers  in  parti¬ 
cular.  He  refle&ed,  that  could  he  but  accomplifti  this  defirable  end,, 
he  had  the  ftrongeft  reafon  to  believe,  it  would  afford  great  pleafure  to. 
Colonel  Clive  the  commander  in  chief,  and  redound  to  the  honour  and- 
advantage  of  his  own  country,  befides  the  enjoyment  of  unfpeakable 
fatisfaflion,  which,  fuch  happy,  fruits  muff  undoubtedly  afford, to.  his  own; 
mind. 

Thus  actuated,  he  generoufiy  laid  afide,  and;  nobly  fubduedjn  his  bread 
every  emotion  of  refentment  for  the  indignities  and  outrage  that  had  been, 
offered  to.  his  own  perfon,  and  the  troops  under,  his  immediate  command 
and  then  conveyed  his  friendly  fentiments  and  difpofition  to  Ramnarain,, 
through  the  channel-  of  Pheroojing :  and  he  had  the  addrefs  to  convince 
that  Afiatic  politician  of  the  lincerity  of  his  profeffions,  who,,inconfequence,., 
at  laft  appeared  truly  delirous  of  having  an  interview  with  the  major.. 
Accordingly  on  the  1 5th ,  accompanied  by  moil  of  his  officers,  and  Mr.-. 
Pcarkss,  Mr.  Coote  waited  upon  him  in  a  full  Durbar,  where  he.  was  treated; 

politely, , 
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politely,  and  received  the  ulual  compliment  of  a  drefs  or  veft,  and  a  iic.-,. 
horfe.  ' — 1 

The  next  day,  the  major  had  a  conference  with  Pherooftng ,  to  whom  he 
urged  the  ablolute  neceffity  there  was  for  his  matter's  fwearing  allegiance  in 
a  public  manner  to  Meer-  Jejjur-,  and  they  parted  after  agreeing  that  Pheroof- 
ing  fhoirld  communicate  the  major’s  propofal  to  the  Nabob.  On  the  20th, 
Pheroof.ng  came  to  the  major,  and  faief  that  his  matter  having  fomething  of 
importance  to  communicate  to  him,  would  be  glad  to  lee  him  at  any  time 
that  was  moft  convenient  to  himfelf,  but  intreated  that  no  mention  of  this 
vifit  might  be  made  to  Meer  CaJJim  untill  it  was  paft ;  to  which  requett  Mr. 

Code  readily  confented,  and  promifed  to  wait  on  the  Rajah  the  next  morn¬ 
ing.  Accordingly  on  the  21ft  the  major  went  to  Ramnarain,  and  ferioufly 
talked  to  him  on  the  fubjeft  of  his  duty  and  public  fubmiffion.  After 
a  great  deal  of  confidential  difeourfe  had  patted,  the  Nabob  declared, 
that,  provided  his  life,  honour,  and  ftation  were  fecured  to  him  on  the 
faith  of  the  Englijh ,  as  weli  as  the  folemn  promifes  of  the  Soubabdar,  he 
was  ready  to  take  the  oath  propofed ;  and  if  the  major  would  fay  that  he 
would  be  accountable  for  the  fame,  he  would  immediately  do  it  in  a  full 
Durbar.  The  major  replied,  that  he  would  engage,  as  far  as  in  him  lay, 
fo  long  as  he  fhould  prove  faithful  and  juft  to  the  Soubabdar  in  every 
branch  of  his  duty  to  this  Ramnarain  rejoined,  that  this  he  moft  certainly 
ever  would  and- then  propofed  as  a  proof  of  his  fincerity,  that  he  might  be. 
allowed  immediately  to  fummon  a  Durbar,  and  requefted  the  major  to  fend 
for  Mahmud  Ami  Khan,  Meer  CaJJim,  and  fuch  Englijh  officers  as  he  thought 
proper,  to  be  witnefies  of  the  ceremony. — Mr.  Coote,  with  great  delicacy- 
declined  the  Rajah's  offer,  and  begged  that  he  would  not  think  of  doing  it 
juft  at  that,  time,  becaufe  he  was  defirous  it  fhould  appear  to  be  entirely  his 
own  voluntary  aft,  advifing  him  to  weigh  the  fubjeft  maturely  with  his 
friends,  and  if  they  approved  of  his  doing  it,  and  he  continued  in  the 
fame  refolution  the  next  day,  he  then  would  wait  upon  him  again.  On 
the  2 2d,  the  major  received  a  meflage  from  the  Rajah,  defiring  that  he 
would  come  to  him,  accompanied  by  Mahmud  Ami  Khan,  Meer  CaJJim, 
and  as  many  others  as  he  thought  proper.  Accordingly  Mr.  Cools 
waited  upon  him  in  the  evening  in  full  uiirhar,  where  Rammer  aim  per¬ 
formed  his  promife  to  him,  by  fwearing  allegiance  to  Meer  Jo.Jjjer  AH  Khan  ; 
and  a  few  days  after,  the  major  wrote  a  letter  to  the  Soubabdar,  acquainting 
f  him  with  the  fteps  he.  had  taken  towards  fettling  his  affairs  in  this  part 
of  the  country. 

On  the  2,3d  Mr.  Coote  received  a  very  polite  anfwer  to  the  letter  he 
had  written  to  Sujah  Dowlah,  Nabob  of  Oitde  ;  which  allured  him  of  his 
attachment  to  the  Englijh ;  and  that  if  the  French  had  not  . marched  out  of  his 
dominions  before  the  receipt  of  the  major’s  letter,  he  certainly  fhould  have 
made  it  his  bufinefs  to  have  fecured  them,,  and  afterwards  to  have  given 
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them  up  into  bis  hands.  But  on  the  26th,  notwithstanding  thefe  profeffions 
of  friendfliio  on  the  part  of  Sttjab  Dowlab,  the  major  received  certain  intelli- 
•gence.  that*the  French  {fill  continued  in  his  province;  and  on  the  29th, 
he  received  a  Setter  from  Mr.  Pearkes,  reprefenting  the  ill  ufage  he  and 
his  people  had  met  with  from  Cojab  JJhruff’s  Peons,  and  requeftin^ 
him  to  fend  a  pr.rtv  to  his  afljftance,  as  he  was  really  in  danger  of 
iofing  his  rife.  *?,Ir"  Caste  on  the  receipt  of  this  letter,  immediately 
wrote  to  Ccjab  Jjbntff,  ordering  him  to  wait  upon  Mr.  Pearkes ,  and 
deliver  up  to  him  thole  people  who  had  ufed  him  ill,  otherwife  that  he 
would  go'  himself,  and  find  them  out.  The  major  wrote  alfo  to 
Mr.  Pearkes,  ar.d  communicated  the  contents  of  this  letter,  and  added, 
that  if  there  was  a  neceliity,  lie  would  march  immediately  to  his  affif- 


On  the  ill  of  September,  Mr.  Casts  received  an  order  from  Major  Kilpatrick, 
who  then  commanded  the  army  at  Muxadabad,  to  return  thither  with  his  whole 
detachment ;  and  the  next  morning  he  began  to  put  thofe  orders  in  execu¬ 
tion,  by  lending  off  the  train  of  artillery,  bullocks,  and  Lafcars ,  under  the 
efcort  of  a  Jamedar ,  and  19  Sepoys ,  who  were  to  march  over  land. — On 
the  4th,  he  lent  to  the  Rajah ,  requefting  him  to  haften  the  boats,  and 
dse  other  things  which  were  necefiary  for  his  departure.  —  On  the  7th 
the  troops  were  embarked ;  but  from  their  not  being  provided  with  a 
lul-Scient  number  of  boats,  -there  was  a  neceliity  for  crouding  a  large 
party  of  Sepoys  into  one,  by  which  the  Chuppar ,  or  upper  flight  deck, 
broke  down,  killed  one  man,  and  wounded  xo  more.  —  That  night  the 
detachment  arrived  at  Fut-ivah. —  On  the  8th  they  left  Futwah ,  but  the 
major  finding  himfelf  greatly  indifpofed,  was  obliged  to  give  up  the  command 
to  Captain  Grant.  —  On  the  13th  they  arrived  fafe  at  Muxadabad ,  where 
Mr.  Ccote  received  orders  from  Colonel  Clive  to  go  down  to  Chandernagore , 
with  the  kings  troop’s,  a  company  of  Swifs,  and  200  Sepoys-,  but  as 
he  Hill  continued  very  ill,  he  was  under  a  neceliity  of  remaining  at 
Cpjjbnbuzar  for  a  few  days,  and  Captain  Gaupp  went  down  with  the 
detachment. 

Such  was  the  end  of  Mr.  Foote’s,  then,  uncommon  expedition ;  which, 
though  it  did  not  fucceed  as  to  its  principal  objedt,  “  the  capture  of  Mr. 
Law  and  his  party,”  yet  was  attended  with  great  advantages  to  his  country 
in  general,  and  to  the  Eaji  India  company  in  particular.  For  befides  his 
obliging  Ramnarain ,  the  molt  powerful  Rajah  of  the  country,  to  the  very 
humiliating  circumftance  of  fwearing  allegiance  to  Meer  Jaff.er,  he  likewife 
laid  open  the  interior -Hate  of  the  northern  provinces;  and  in  conjunction 
with  Mr.  JchnJlcne,  gave  the  company  a  confiderable  infight  into  the  fait— 
petre  bufmefs,  from  which  branch  of  trade  fuch  advantages  have  fince 
accrued  to  the  public.  I  mull  take  the  . liberty  to  add  alfo,  that  through 
■the  whole  expedition,  it  fully  appears,  he  did  all  the  fervice  .that  was  in  firs 
1  power 
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power  to  do,  and.  (hewed"  himfelf  in  every  refpeft  a  brave  and  aftive  officer. 
In  a  word,  the  uncommon  fpirit,  refolution,  and  perfeverance  he  manifefted 
upon  this  occafion,  may  be  juitly  looked  upon  as  fome  of  the  firft. fruits  of 
thole  military  talents,  which  afterwards  Ihone  with  fuch  luitre  in  the 
defeat  of  Mr.  Lully  at  the  battle  of  TVandewajb,  and  in  the  redu&ion 
of  Pondicherry,  by.  which  the  French  power  in  India,  was  totally  annihi¬ 
lated  *.. 


*  The  capture  of  Monf.  Law  was  referred  so  be  accomplilhed  by  Major,  fince  Brigadier 
General,  Canute,  who,  on  the  fame  day  (t;th  January  1761)  that  Pondicherry  capitulated, 
obtained  a  complete  and  decifive  viftory  over  Sbah-xadab,  the  prefent  Mogul,  or  king  of  ln- 
doftan.  Monf.  Lana  and  a  party  of  French,  who  had  joined  the  Royal  Standard,  were  taken 
prifoners  on  the  field  of  battle,  and  the  prince  a  very  few  weeks  after  the  action,  furrendered. 
himfelf  to  the  major. 


e  h  a  p. 
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C  HAP.  XII. 


Admiral  Watford  fickn-efs  and  death :  His  character.  —  Admiral  Pocock 
fucceeds  Mr.  Watfon  in  the  command  of  the  fquadron. — Defcriptiott  of  the 
Argill, — and  of  the  Arica,  Chulta.  Mango,  Tatoon,  and  Ruffa  trees . — 
Account  of  .coins  at  Bengal, 


BEN  G  AL  had  but  juft  beheld  'the  funfhine  of  peace  and  profperity, 
when  an  event  took  place  which  overcaft  the  whole  province :  an 
event  to  me,  interefting  beyond  expreflion,  and  which  was  confidered  by 

all,  as  a  public  calamity. - Mr.  Watfon  during  the  whole  time  of  his  ftay 

in  India ,  had  been  more  or  lefs  fubjeft  to  overflowings  of  the  bile,  which 
brought  on  either  flight  fevers,  or  griping  in  the  bowels ;  but  both  thefe 
•complaints  had  been  always  .carried  off  by  fweats  or  ftools.  Bleeding 
was  more  than  once’  tried  as  a  relief,  but  by  experience  we  found  that  his 
■conftitution  could  not  well  bear  it,  efpecially  in  hot  weather  as  lownefs  of 
fpirits  and  want  of  -ftrength  were  always  fure  to  attend  the  operation. 

Friday,  the  x 2th  of  Augufi,  Captain  Martin  paid  the  admiral  an  occafional 
vifit  at  his  country-houfe,  and  found  him  a  little  indifpofed  :  upon  the  cap¬ 
tain’s  coming  away,  the  admiral  defired  him  to  tell  me,  that  if  I  took  an 
airing  that  evening,  he  fhould  be  glad  to  fee  me.  I  went  foon  after  I 
received  the  meffage,  and  was  concerned  to  find  him  much  more  indifpofed 
than  ever  before,  with  laflitude,  univerfal  uneafinefs,  and  a  ftrong  dilpofi- 
tion  to  vomit ;  the  pulfe  was  low  and  feeble,  his  fkin  hot  and  dry.  1  ad- 
vifed  him  immediately  to  take  an  emetic ;  he  did ;  the  medicine  operated 
well,  and  prefently  produced  a  moifture  on  the  fkin,  which  feemed  greatly 
to  relieve  him.  I  recommended  his  drinking  plentifully  of  flierbet,  which 
•promoted  a  fine  perfpiration  all  the  night,  and  the  next  morning  we  all 
thought  hint  better;  his  Ikin  however  ftill  continued  hot,  and  his  pulfe 
was  too  quick  :  He  was  reftlefs  alfo,  and  as  the  heat  of  the  day  increafed, 
lb  did  his  reftlelfnefs.  I  therefore  gave  him  fome  faline  draughts,  and 
•ordered  a  clyfter  to  be  adminiftered.  In  the  evening  he  became  cool  and 
much  eafier,  and  was  in  good  fpirits.  All  this  night  his  perfpiration  con¬ 
tinued,  .and  he  flept  with  great  compofure. 

3  In 
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In  the  morning  of  the  t 4th,  he  was  almoft  free  of  complaint;  his  fidn 
was  temperate,  and  his  pnlfe  more  regular  and  itrong.  He  defired  me  to 
read  fome  letters,  which  were  juft  then  brought  to  him  in  a  packet  from 
governor  Pigst.  They  related  chiefly  to  the  conduit  of  Admiral  Byng , 
and  the  changes  which  had  happened  in  the  miniftry :  he  reflected,  and 
reafonea  much  on  the  uncertain  bafts  on  which  an  officer’s  character  (hands, 
and  concluded  with  obferving  how  much  more  hazardous  it  was  for  him  to 
err  on  the  cautious,  than  the  defperate  fide.  He  afterwards  ordered  m; 
to  go  to  the  hofpital  *,  and  fend  out  Mr.  Bevis  to  be  with  him  in  my  ab- 
fence.  This  gentleman  had  been  furgeon  of  the  Blaze,  but  was  now  one  of 
my  afliftants,  and  enjoyed  a  great  (hare  of  the  admiral’s  favour. — With  the 
heat  of  the  day  Mr.  Wetfon  grew  again  very  hot,  but  in  the  evening  I  had  the 
pleafure  to  find  him  cool  and  temperate,  and  much  better  in  every  relpeft. 
I  repeated  again  the  clyfter,  and  obferving  a  great  deal  of  bile  to  come 
away  in  his  (tools,  and  that  his  eyes  were  a  little  yellow  ;  to  the  faline 
draughts  (of  which  he  took  one  every  two  hours)  I  added  fix  grains  of 
rhubarb,  with  a  view  of  increafing  the  number  of  his  (tools,  and  by  that 
way  carrying  oft'  the  bile.  Acidulated  gruels,  chicken-water,  and  whey, 
were  his  food, 

I  vifited  him  early  the  next  morning  ;  Mr.  Bevis  informed  me  of  the  ad¬ 
miral’s  having  had  a  good  night ;  and  Mr.  Watfon  himfelf  added,  that  he  was 
almoft  well.  I  thought  fo  too,  and  in  great  fpirits  left  him  to  return  to  the 
hofpital,  leaving  diredtions  with  Mr.  Bevis  to  purfue  the  fame  courfe  of  medi¬ 
cines,  not  doubting  but  that  a  few  more  evacuations  by  (tool,  and  the  gentle 
perfpiration  he  was  then  in,  would  by  the  evening  quite  free  him  from  all  com¬ 
plaints.  But  this  was  the  moft  fultry  day  I  ever  experienced  in  India  %  not  a 
breath  of  air  was  there  for  many  hours  ;  both  man  and  beaft,  and  the  very 
fowls  of  the  air,  fo  fenfibly  felt  it,  that  fome  of  each  fpecies  fell  down  dead. 

My  deareft  friend  Admiral  Wat  fan ,  I  may  truly  fay,  loft  his  life  by  it. 
At  1 1  o’clock  he  complained  much  of  exceffive  heat,  and  the  want  of 
cool  air ;  and  though  every  door  and  window  in  the  houfe  were  thrown 
wide  open,  he  had  no  relief.  Ilis  heat  now  increafed,  his  pulfe  became 
feeble,  and  his  head  confufed.  Mr.  Bevis  about  noon  fent  me  an  account  of 
this  alarming  change.  I  hurried  away  to  his  houfe,  carrying  with  me  three 
blifters,  one  for  the  back,  and  two  for  the  arms,  which  I  put  on  imme¬ 
diately.  I  repeated  the  clyfter,  and  with  the  approbation  of  Mr.  Phomas, 
and  one  of  the  moft  experienced  practitioners  in  the  country,  I  gave  him  a 
proper  quantity  of  Dr.  James' s  powders.  It  operated  well  by  gentle  vomiting 
and  purging,  and  brought  awa.y  a  great  quantity  of  bile.  His  head  however 
(till  grew  worfe,  and  a  lleepinefs  followed  ;  a  biifter  was  then  applied  to  the 

*  In  the  latter  part  of  July  and  the  beginning  of  Auguft,  fteknefs  increafed  fo  much  among  us, 
that  upwards  of  600  men  were  fent  to  the  hofpital.  Their  diforders  were  chiefly  putrid  fevers, 
jinxes,  i3c.  hjf,  d 
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head,  and  ftimulating  poultices  to  the  feet.  The  room  was  alfo  fumigated 
with  lemons  and  vinegar,  but  alas  !  all  was  to  no  purpofe,  for  on  Puefiay  the 
1 6th,  between  8  and  9  in  the  morning,  to  our  unfpeakable  grief,  he  died  •, 
and  a  putrefadtion  came  on  to  fuch  a  degree,  that  in  a  few  hours,  the 
body  was  in  an  entire  ftate  of  corruption. 

The  next  day,  his  corpfe  was  buried  at  Calcutta ,  attended  to  the  grave, 
by  Admiral  Pocock,  by  all  the  captains,  and  by  almoft  every  officer  and 
fearnan  of  the  fquadron.  Colonel  Clive  too,  and  as  many  gentlemen  from 
the  army  as  could  poffibly  be  fpared,  attended  on  this  melancholy  occafion. 
Many  French  gentlemen  alfo  (who  through  the  fortune  of  war  were  his  pri- 
foners)  and  feveral  thoufands  of  Armenians  and  Indians  followed  him  to  his 
grave  ;  nor  was  there,  I  believe,  an  individual  among  them  all,  that  did 
not  Hied  a  tear,  or  give  fome  other  mark  of  unfeigned  forrow.  In  a  word, 
no  man  ever  lived  more  efteemed,  or  died  more  regretted  than  Admiral 
Wat  fen.  A  voluntary  univerfal  mourning,  difplayed  in  lome  degree  the  deep 
fenfe  which  the  fleet,  army,  and  fettlement,  had  of  his  merit. 

The  Admiral,  was- the  fon  of  Doftor  John  Watfon ,  prebendary  of  Weft- 
minfter  and  redtor  of  Caftle-Camps  in  the  county  of  Cambridge  ;  his .  mother 
was  half- filter  to  Sir  Charles.  Wager,  admiral  of  the  white,  and  firft  lord 
commiffioner  of  the  admiralty.  Mr.  Watfon  was  born  in  the  year  1714  ;  and 
loft  his  father  when  he  was  but  nine  years  old  ;  his  uncle  Sir  Charles  Wager 
continued  him  at  the  academy  where  his  father  had  placed  him,  and  anno 
1727  he  entered  him  at  the  age  of  15,  in  the.  navy.  In  the  year  1734  he 
was  made  a  lieutenant,  and  February  14,  1737,  he  became  a  poll  captain, 
being  appointed  commander  of  the  Garland  of  20  guns. 

In  the  feveral  line  of  battle  Ihips  he  afterwards  commanded,  Captain  Wat¬ 
fon  highly  diftinguilhed  himfelf,  particularly  in  the  adlion  of  the  3d  of  May 
1  747,  when  even  the  French  admiral  made  the  inoft  honourable  mention  of 
his  fhip  (the  Princefs  Louifa)  and  a  few  others,  in  the  account  he  fent  to  his 
court  of  that  memorable  engagement.  In  the  adtion  which  followed  that 
fame  year,  when  Sir  Edward  Hawke  commanded  in  chief;  Captain  Watfoti 
manifefted  the  fame  gallantry  as  in  the  preceding  one,  and  the  12th  of  May 
1748,  “  as  a  reward  for  his  merit,”  (to  ufe  the  very  words  of  Lord  Anfon) 
he  was  raifed  to  the  rank  of  rear-admiral  of  the  blue,  and  fent  with  fome 
Ihips  to  Cafe  Breton.  ' 

On  the  conclufion  of  the  war,  he  retired  into  the  country,  till  he  was 
fixed  upon  as  commander  of  the  king’s  Ihips  at  Plymouth ,  where  lie  con¬ 
tinued  a  Ihort  time,  and  was  then,  as  before  related,  appointed  to  the  com¬ 
mand  of  the  fquadron  deftined  for  the  Eaft  Indies. 

The  admiral  was  handfome  in  his  perfon,  and  had  a  manly  commanding, 
countenance.  His  temper,  though  naturally  warm,  was  exceedingly  good,. 

7  ■ '  antii 


In  fine  ;  it  may  be  truly  faid  of  Admiral  TVatfon ,  that  he  was  a  kind  and 
faithful  hufband,  an  affectionate  father,  a  fincere  friend,  and  a  good  citizen. 
His  integrity ,  humanity. ,  gencroftiy ,  and  difinterejlednefi *  of  heart  were  loch, 
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as  to  become  almoft  proverbial  among  the  natives,  as  well  as  the  Europeans 
refiding  in  the  Eaft  Indies ,  and  for  every  one  of  his  fuccefsful  enterprizes, 
he  rendered  from  the  heart  praifes  to  him  who  alone  giveth  the  viftory. 

The  admiral  married  in  1 748,  the  eldeft  daughter  of  John  Francis  Butter ,. 
Efq;  of  Murval  in  the  county  of  Cornwall ,  and  left  behind  him  one  fon, 
the  prefent  Sir  Charles  F/atfon,  and  two  daughters.  On  the  fon,  the  late, 
king  conferred  the  title  of  baronet,  in  honour  of  his  father  ;  and  the  Eajl 
India  company,  in  gratitude  for  the  great  and  effe&ual  fervices  the  admiral 
rendered  to  them,  have  eredled  to  his  memory  a  monument  in  Wefiminfier 
Abbey. 

Admiral  Pocock  fucceeded  to  the  command  of  the  fquadron  :  he,  and  the 
brave,  honeft ,  deceafed  admiral,  had  lived  for  many  years  in  the  moll  perfedb 
amity  ;  and  notwithftanding  Mr.  Pocock' s  importance  in  this  part  of  the  world 
was  greatly  heightened  by  the  death  of  his  friend,  yet  I  am  perfuaded  he 
was  as  thoroughly  concerned  for  him,  and  as  much  lamented  his  lofs,  as  any 
one  gentleman  in  the  fquadron*. 

Soon  after-  the  interment  of  Mr.  Wat  fen.  Admiral  Pocock  affembled  all 
the  officers  who  had  been  particularly  dependant  on  his  predeceffor,  and 
allured  them,  that  he  was  their  fellow-fufferer  in  the  death  of  the  admiral, 
■whofe  memory  he  mull  always  have  in  the  higheft  eftee-m,  and  that  he  fhould 
think  himfelf  peculiarly  happy  in  fervirtg  thofe  whom  Mr.  Watfen  had  diC- 
tinguilhed  by  his  more  immediate  patronage.  He  repeatedly  defired  us  all 
to  reft,  fatisfied  with  the  fi'ncerity  of  this  affurance  5  and  told  Mr.  Wat  fon’ a 
lieutenants  in  particular,  that  if  they  chofe  to  continue  abroad  with  him,  he 
wouldtake  them-  all,  as  vacancies  fhould  happen,  on  board  his  own  Ihip, 
and  promote  each  of  them  in  turn,  in  preference  to  any  other  recommenda-- 
tion.  Almoft  all  thefe  gentlemen  did  continue  under  his  command,  and: 
were  afterwards  accordingly  raifed  by  the  admiral  to  the  rank  of  pod-cap* 
tains.  Mr.  Pocock  had  no  fooner  taken  the  fupreme  command  of  the  fqua¬ 
dron,  than  a  bufy  fcene  opened  to  his  view  it  was  introduced  by  the  fol* 
lowing  letter  from  Commodore  James, 


To  George  Pocock',  Efq;  &c.  &c.- 
S  i 

I  HAVE  the  honour'to  advife  you  of  roy  arrival  off Ingelee  at  5  o’clock  this . 
evening  ;  having  been  difpatched  to  join  you  with  all  poflible  expedition  by 
Captain  Xownley  of  his  majefty’s  Ihip  Triton.  We  were,  cruizing  off  Fort  St. 

*  In  the  month  of  OSooer  1757s  the  fervice  fnftained  another  considerable  lofs,  by  the  death 
ef  Major  Kilpatrick,  who  befides  being  a  brave  and  experienced  officer,  was  a  cnrulant  mediator 
whenever  differences  fubfrlled  in  the  fcttlement.  Of  the  250  foldiers  who  came  with  him  in. . 
Aagufi  1756  from  Mttdrefi,  only  5  furvived  p^ir  commander,  and  thefe  were  now  by  repeated 
icknefs  emaciated  to  the. greateil  degree. . 


IQavid,. 
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David,  but  on  the  8th  inftant  were  both  forced  from  that  ftation  by  the  1757. 
fudden  and  unexpected  arrival  of  a  French  fleet,  which  by  failing  better  v— •- 

than  either  of  us,  put  us  in  the  moft  imminent  danger  of  being  taken.  They 
ail  anchor’d  at  Pondicherry  that  day  at  noon,  but  as  they  approached  us  faft, 

(and  with  fuch  an  apparent  profpect  of  coming  up  with  us)  I  imagine 
they  would  not  have  left  off  chace,  but  for  the  apprehenfion  of  being  car¬ 
ried  to  leeward  of  their  port.  I  had  an  opportunity  of  making  the  following 
remarks  upon  the  fleet. — The  commanding  Ihip  was  the  neareft  but  one,  with 
a  St.  George’s  flag  at  the  fore-top-maft  head  ;  I  counted,  and  with  great  cer¬ 
tainty,  fifteen  lower  deck  ports  of  a  fide.  Seven  more  of  the  fleet  appeared 
large,  and  are  at  lead:  two-decked  Ships ;  the  ocher  two  were  long  and  low, 
and  appeared  to  be  frigates  of  thirty-four  or  thirty-fix  guns  each.  The 
L’Gloire  a  French  frigate,  lay  at  the  fame  time  at  Pondicherry,  fo  that  in  all ' 
they  have  now  eleven  fail.  Captain  Tcwnley,  after  we  feparated,  flood  on  to 
Madrafs,  from  whence  he  propoied  failing  in  a  few  hours  to  join  you.  I  - 
was  but  five  days  to  Ballafore.  road,,  fo  that  I  imagine  he  may  be  hourly 
expected. 

On  the  5th  of  this  month,  th tBofcawen,  Eraund,  Norfolk,  Bonham,  Princefs 
Av.gv.jla,  Badefon,  and  T aviflack,  Jenkins,  bound  to  China,  arrived  at  Madrafs 
they  left  England  in  March  with  Admiral  Coats  bound  to  Jamaica,  and  kept 
company  with  Commodore  Stevens  in  the  Elizabeth,  with  Cm  Yarmouth,  Wey¬ 
mouth,  Colchefter  and  Jfv.eenhcrcugh  men  of  war  and  Warwick  India,  man,  all 
bound  to  India,  as  far  as  Madeira,  wjiere  they  flopped  on  the  12  th  of  April, 
while  thefe  fhips  proceeded  on  by  themfelves.  As  we  only  juft  fpoke  with 
them  at  lea,  I  did  not  learn  any  extraordinary  news,  nor  [hall  I  take  up 
any  more  of  your  time,  as  I  hope  for  the  honour  of  waiting  upon  you  in  per- 
fon  to- monjaw. 

I  am,  Sir, 

Rtvcng!,  at  hgdee,  i yth  Your  moll  obedient  humble  fervant, 

w.  JAMES. 


This  early  intelligence  (for  the  Revenge  had  only  4  days  and  18  hours  paf- 
fage  from  St.  David’s  to  Bo.lla.fore  road)  was  of  great  importance,  and  indeed  of 
the  utmoft  confequence,  as  it  put  Calcutta  and  our  fquadron  on  their  guard, 
for  until  now  we  were  totally  ignorant  of  any  French  [hips  of  war  being  in 
.India.  We  had  only  three  line  of  battle  (hips  left,  the  Kent  having  been 
condemned  ;  and  the  Cumberland  vvas  a  [ingle  (hip  at  Culpee,  thirty  miles 
down  the  river  from  Calcutta ,  preparing  to  heave  down,  and  not  expecting 
an  enemy,  was  in  no  condition  to  receive  one.  The  French  fleet*,  which 
had  touched  at  Porto-Novo,  a  Dutch  fettlemeot,  to  the  fouthward  of 
Pondicherry,  for  intelligence,  had  ffonV  thence  fleered  along  Ihore  in  the 
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fo  early  intcUi- 


:  of  that  fleet, 
Vide  p.  Sg. 
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night ;  and  without  making  any  fignal  by  guns  or  lights,  anchored  in  Fort 
Sh  David's  road.  Our  cruizers  {landing  in  from  the  tea,  had  done  the  fame 
about  7  o’clock  in  the  evening,  and  the  r.exc  morning  at  the  break  of  day 
were  found  to  be  in  a  very  critical  fituation :  The  French  fhips  were  firft 
difcovered,  getting  under,  fail,  had  EngUfl>  colours  flying,  and  their  number 
anfwc-rcd  to'Commodore  Stevens's  fquadron  with  the  expedited  India  fhips  of 
the  feafon.  The  Revenge  being  the  foutliermoft  of  our  fhips,  was  by  the 
accident  of  her  ltarion  in  a  manner  altnoft  furrounded  by  them,  and  an  officer 
of  lefs  activity  and  difcemment  than  Mr.  James  might  have  been  fatally 
deceived ;  efpecialiy  as  he  had  received  certain  advice  but  two  days  before, 
that  Mr.  Stevens  might  every  hour  be  expected. — By  an  expert  and  fuperior 
manoeuvre  our  fhips  were  gotten  under  fail  quicker  than  thole  of  the  enemy, 
and  by  that  means  foon  increafed  their  diftance  :  the  French  admiral  therefore 
made  the  general  fignal  to  chace,  and  feveral  other  fignals,  all  with  Englijh 
colours,  by  which  the  governor  of  Fort  St.  David  was  fo  much  deceived, 
that  he  lent  off  Mr.  Neve  ton,  a  gentleman  of  the  council,  to  congratu¬ 
late,  as  he  thought,  Mr.  Stevens,  upon  his  arrival,  and  to  invite  him  on 
ihore  ;  and  fent  alfo  four  Mojjuhs,  or  country  boats,  to  accommodate  him, 
and  any  of  the  gentlemen  of  the  fquadron,  over  the  furf.  Mr.  Newton 
was  in  the  firfc  boat,  and  adtually  went  a-long  fide  of  the  French  admiral, 
before  he  was  convinced  of  his  miftake,  and  was  thus  made  a  prifoner.  The 
other  boats  took  the  alarm  upon  the  French  fhips  firing  at  the  Revenge,  and 
rowed  in  (bore,  and  Mr.  James  had  the  prefence  of  mind  to  throw  into  them, 
iqr  the  reinforcement  of  Fort  St.  David,  near  one  hundred  recruits,  which  he 
took  out  of  the  India  men  mentioned  in  his  letter  to  Admiral  Pocock  on  their 
.paffage  to  Madrafs.  -  He  left  his  own  boats,  an  officer,  and  fixteen  Lafcars, 
to  afiift  in  landing  them,  and  eluded  the  purfuit  of  the  enemy,  with  no 
•other  lofs  or  inconvenience,  than  having  fome  of  his  rigging  "cut,  and  Ins 
fails  fired  through. 

At  this  feafon  of  the  year,  the  current  fets  ftrong  to  the  N.  E.  which,  to¬ 
gether  with  the  S.  W.  monfoon,  renders  it  difficult  for  fhips  that  fall  to 
leeward  of  their  port  to  beat  up.  The  French  admiral  therefore,  as  foon  as 
he  got  abreaft  of  Pondicherry,  made  the  general  fignal  to  leave  off  chace,  and 
Hood  into  that  road,  when  he  haftily  landed  a  few  men  and  Itores,  and 
the  next  day  precipitately  failed  away  to  Mauritius ;  probably,  being 
convinced,  that  by  the  efcape  of  our  cruizers,  our  fettlements  and  fhips 
would  be  put  fo  much  on  their  guard,  as  to  render  any  attempt  of  his  abor- 


I  once  intended  to  have  given  a  fummary  account  of  the  farther  progrefs 
of  the  Britijh  arms  in  India,  from  the  death  of  Admiral  Wat f on  down  to 
the 'reduftion  of  Pondicherry  by  Colonel  Coote  in  the  year  1761  •,  but  as 
iiich  an  addition  might  probably  have  been  cenfured  by  fome  as  an  anticipa¬ 
tion  of  events,  not  belonging  to  thejj^an  of  the  work,  I  was  eafily  perfuaded 
to  drop  it,  and  refer  fuch  as  are  unacquainted  with  that  glorious  sera  of  Eng- 

■  UJh 
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Ufa  hiftoiy,  to  the  periodical  compilatio  ns  of  the  times;  but  rather,  to  the  in¬ 
tended  2d  volume  of  Mr.  Onus’s  incomparable  hiftory  of  the  military  tranfac- 
tions  of  the  Britijh  nation  in  Indoftan,  which  will  foon  make  its  appearance 
to  the  public. 

In  confequence  of  the  death  of  my  good  friend  Admiral  Wat  fin ,  and  of 
my  conftitution’s  being  greatly  impaired  by  the  unwholefome  climate  of  Ben¬ 
gal,  I  came  to  a  refoludon  of  quitting  the  fervice;  and  having  communi¬ 
cated  my  intentions  to  my  friend  Mr.  Dcidge  the  late  admiral’s  fecretary, 
and  to  Mr.  Pye  (ftorekeeper  to  the  fquadron)  I  was  happy  to  find  both 
thefe  gentlemen  in  the  fame  way  of  thinking  with  myfelf.  We  refolved 
therefore  to  throw  up  our  feveral  employments,  and  to  return  to  England 
by  the  way  of  Bafhra,  and  the  great  defert  of  Arabia.  But  before  this 
fcheme  could  pollibly  be  put  in  execution,  it  was  abfolutely  necef- 
fary  for  us  to  get  the  confent  of  Rear-Admiral  Pscock  ;  who,  upon  our 
malting  application  to  him,  politely  accepted  of  our  refignation.  We  had 
now  a  little  time  to  look  about  us,  and  from  political  and  warlike  tranf- 
aclions,  turn  our  thoughts  to  things,  which  though  not  fo  important  and' 
interefting,  were  plealing  and  entertaining. 

In  the  evening  excurfions  which  I  made  with  Captain  Martin,  Mr.  Doidge, 
Mr.  Thomas,  and  other  friends  near  Calcutta,  we  had  often  obferved  an  ex¬ 
traordinary  fpecies  of  birds,  called  by  the  natives  Argil!,  or  Hnrgill,  a  native 
of  Bengal.  They  would  majeftically  {talk  along  before  us,  and  at  fil'd:  we 
took  them  for  Indians,  naked.  Upon  difcovering  however  that  they  were- 
birds,  we  refolved  to  fhoot  one,  to  fatisfy  our  curiofity  relative  ro  their 
exaft  magnitude  and  fhape.  For  this,  we  frequently  went  out  with  fome 
of  our  fufiis  loaded  with  ball,  others  with  Brifid  drop  ;  but,  though  we- 
had  feveral  good  marks,  our  repeated  efforts  were  fruitlefs.  We  had  always 
been  attended  by  the  Bearers  of  our  Palanquins,  in  whole  countenances  we 
could  not  but  difeern  the  mod  evident  marks  of  fatisfa&icn,  on  our  wane, 
of  fuccefs-,  at  length  one  of  them  gravely  told  us,  “  That  if  we  tried  to- 
eternity  to  kill  thefe  birds,  we  Ihould  never  fucceed,  for  that  the  fouls- 
of  the  Brahmins  pofleffed  them.”  We  at  iaft  grew  weary  of  the  purfuit, 
and  gave  it  over.  But  one  evening  as  I  was  returning  from  Calcutta ,  to- 
a  houfe  which  had  been  lent  me  in  the  neighbourhood,  I  obferved  one  fly¬ 
ing  very  fiowly  over  my  head,  and  afterwards  to  perch  on  a  tree  by  which. 
I  was  to  pafs;  I  took  not  the  leaft  notice  to  my  Bearers,  until  they  were 
•within  the  diftance  of  go  or  40  yards,  when  I  ordered  them  to  flop,  and 
having  in  my  Palanquin  a  loaded  fufil,  I  difeharged  it  at  the  Mcufter,  and 
•  brought  him  down.. 

'  The  following  are  the  exaft  marks  and  dimenfions  of  this  bird  : — : — 
The  wings  extended  r4  feet  10  inches.  From  the  tip  of  the  bill  to  the  ex¬ 
tremity  of  the  claw,  it  roeaiured  7  fgs£.  .6  inches.  The  legs  were  naked, 
*  and 
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! 757«  and  fo  was  one  half  of  the  thighs;  the  naked  parts  were  full  3  feet  In 
v. — \ — >  length.  The  feathers  of  the  wings  and  back  were  very  ftrong,  and  of  an 
iron  colour.  The  feathers  of  the  bread:  were  long  ;  Over  the  belly  was  a 
great  deal  of  down,  all  of  a  dirty  white.  The  bill  was  16  inches'  round 
at  the  bafe,  of  different  colours,  and  nearly  ot  a  triangular  fliape.  In 
the  craw  was  a  Terapn  or  land  tortoife  10  inches  Jong;  and  a  large  black 
male  cat  was  found  entire  in  it’s  ftomach. 

Having  already  mentioned  the  Beetle-nut  as  a  favourite  with  the_  Indians , 
(and  which  they  chew  with  ckunam,  or  fhelt  lime,  and  the  leaf  of  an  aro¬ 
matic  firrub  that  grows  like  a  vine,  and  is  lupported  on  flicks  as  our  fcarlec 
beans,  called  alfo  Beetle-leaf )  I  fhall  here  iubjoin  a  brief  defcription  of  the 
Arica  tree,  which  produces  the  nut.  -  It  is  a  fine  flender  upright  tree,  not 
above  6  inches  thick  at  bottom,  but  grows  to  upwards  of  30  feet  high, 
and  is  jointed  at  about  8  or  9  inches  diftance,  perhaps  the  laft  year’s 
growth  :  it  contains  a  large  quantity  of  pith,  the  woody  part  being  thin, 
but  as  tough  as  whalebone.  The  leaves  grow  in  the  fame  manner  as  thofe 
of  the  Gocoa-nut  tree,  very  long,  and  with  a  ftrong,  large  middle  rib  ;  the 
flower  comes  out  between  the  concave  part  of  the  leaves.  The  nuts  are 
numerous,  and  out  of  the  hufk  (which  is  yellow  on  the  outfide,  brown  and 
fibrous  within)  the  fruit  is  about  the  fize  of  a  large  walnut,  and  of  the  fliape 
and  colour  of  a  nutmeg,  though  fome  are  round.  The  extraft  of  this 
nut  feems  to  be  the  Terra  Japomca-,  for  after  boiling  fome  of  thofe  nuts 
with  a  little  chanam  in  the  water,  the  decoftion  is  the  colour  of  that 
drug,  and  taftes  like  it.  This  nut,  wrapped  with  chunam  in  the  Beetle- 
leaf  is  not  only  chewed  all  over  India,  by  men,  women,  and  children, 
but  is  ufed  likewife  as  an  emblem  of  peace  and  friendfhip,  being  fent  by  the 
Rajahs  and  princes  to  thofe  with  whom  they  intend  to  live  in  friendfhip, 
and  is  given  to  you  on  all  vifits  you  make  to  the  natives. 

There  is  alfo  in  Bengaizn  elegant,  large,  fpreading  flower  tree,  called  Chulta : 
the  leaves  are  a  pale  but  pleafant  green,  deeply  furrowed  above,  and  highly 
ridged  below ;  they  grow  in  bunches,  in  a  plume-like  form,  and  round  the 
end  of  the  branches.  The  flower  is  at  firft  a  hard  green  ball,  on  footftalks 
about  4  inches ;  this  opens,  and  the  calix  is  compofed  of  5  round  thick 
fucculent  leaves  ;  the  corolla  is  alfo  5  fine  beautiful  white  round  petals  :  the 
ftamina  are  numerous  and  lingueform  ;  ftyles  fixteen,  and  lancelated.  They 
ftand  in  a  radiated  manner,  and  after  one  day  the  corolla  falls  off,  and  the 
ball  clofes  again,  when  it  is  fold  in  their  markets.  There  is  a  fucceflion  of 
thefe  for  feveral  months,  but  no  other  appearance. — The  Mango  tree  is 
plenty  in  Bengal ,  which  grows  to  'a  large  fize,  and  ipreads  much  ;  the  wood, 
is  brown,  and  ufed  only  for  indifferent  work,  the  leaves  are  a  fine  green,  and 
grow'  in  bunches  at  the  extremity  of  the  branches.  The  flowers  grow  on 
a  fpike  at  the  end  of  the  branches,  and  at  the  extremity  of  the  flower  hangs 
one,  two,  and  fometimes  three  Mangos.  The  fruit,  when  ripe,  is  yellow 
and  reddilh,  full  of  a  fine  agreeable  juice  :  Some  Mangos  are  very  full  of 

thread. 
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thread,  or  hair-like  fibres  ;  the  juice  runs  out  of  thefe  on  catting,  or  with  a 
little  handling  the  others  which  have  few  or  no  fibres  are  much  the  fined: ; 
they  cut  like  an  apple,  but  more  juicy,  and  I  have  feen  fome  as  big  as  a 
large  man’s  fill.  The  form  is  oval,  and  they  contain  a  large  kernel  in  a 
tough  hulk  near  half  as  big  as  the  fruit ;  this  Hone  is  taken  out  of  the 
green  ones  which  are  pickled  and  carried  to  England.  The  ripe  fruit  is 
very  wholefome,  and  except  very  fine  pine  apples,  is  preferable  to  any  in 
him-,  the  gentlemen  eat  little  elfe  in  the  hot  months,  when  they  are  in  fea- 
fon,  if  no  wine  is  drank  with  them,  they  are  apt  to  throw  out  trouble  - 
forne  but  healthful  boils. 

In  the  walks  at  Bengal  they  have  a  tall  tree,  called  the  Tatoon,  and  which 
Captain  Birch  is  laid  to  have  firft  brought  from  England.  The  leaves  are  of  a 
deep  lhining  green,  the  lower  part  rather  paler,  where  it  is  ribbed,  and  undu¬ 
lated  round  the  edges.  I  faw  no  flowers,  but  the  fruit  is  of  the  lize,  fhape 
and  colour  of  an  olive;  it  hath  a  moderate  thin  hulk,  and  contains  a  kernel, 
like  that  of  the  date:  five  or  fix  grow  on  the  fame  pedicle. — — -Near  Calm! la 
is  a  large  fpreading  tree  called  the  RitJJ'a,  which  makes  a  fine  appearance 
when  in  full  bloom.  The  natives  fay  that  this,  and  another  near  the  Dutch 
fettlement,  are  the  only  two  in  Bengal-,  they  pretend  likewife  that  they  could 
never  find  the  feed,  which  mull  certainly  be  a  miftake,  became  there  is  abun¬ 
dance,  and  large.  That  they  could  not  preferve  them  may  be  true,  becaule 
the  ants  and  other  vermin  are  exceffively  fond  of  them,  fo  that  you  can  never 
find  a  pod  untouched  either  byinfedls  within,  or  ants;  Mr.  'Thomas  attended 
the  tree  daily  for  a  confiderable  time  to  procure  a  whole  pud,  but  in  vain. 
The  bark  is  brown  and  rough;  the  leaves  are  a  deep  green,  but  bright; 
they  are  pinnated,  4  pair  and  an  odd  one,  or  5  pair  on  every  pinna;  feveral 
of  thefe  grow  round  every  branch,  which  makes  the  whole  bulhy.  The 
flower  grows  out  between  the  lower  leaves  of  the  pinnae,  on  a  lliort  but 
ftrong  footftalk  5  this  divides  and  fubdivides  into  a  great  number,  fo  as  to 
make  the  whole  a  hemifphere.  On  the  top  of  each  of  thefe,  is  a  flower 
of  a  bright  crimfon,  orange,  and  different  {hades  down  to  yellow  ;■  they 
are  monopetalous ;  the  cup  is  about  an  inch  long,  divided  above  in  four, 
ten  {lamina,  and  one  llyle :  they  alrnoft  cover  the  tree,  and  there  is  a 
long  fucceffion  of  them,  but  little  fmell.  The  fruit  is  a  pod  of  the  fhape 
and  fize  of  a  large  garden  bean,  containing  4  or  5  large  flefhy  feeds, 
which  eafily  fall  in  two  when  'dry  ;  they  are  brown  on  the  outfide,  white 
within,  nearly  fquare,  but  convex  on  the  fides. 

The  latter  end  of  OSloler,  tire  Indian  inhabitants  near  Calcutta ,  were  or¬ 
dered  by  the  governor  and  council  to  remove  from  the  black  town,  and  to 
build  houfes  for  themfelves  on  another  fpot,  at  a  gieater  diftance  from  tits 
fort.  This  was  owing  to  the  governor  and  council’s  relolution  in  confsquencc 
of  Colonel  Clive's  advice,  to  enlarge  and  well  lecure  Fort  IViiiixm,  winch 
could  not  be  done,  whilft  the  Indian  town  was  ffancliris.  It  mint  icw.ij.-,,. 
that  the  natives  received  but  a  fhort.  notice  to  remove  themielves  and 
families;  but  certain  intelligence  having  been  received,  that  the  country 
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Rajahs  were  aflembling  troops  with  a  view  of  difputing  the  late  acquired 
authority  of  Meer  Jaffier,  it  was  therefore  thought  indifpenfably  neceffary 
that  the  fortrefs  fhould  with  the  utmoft  expedition  be  put  on  a  much  more 
refpeclable  footing,  than  what  it  had  ever  heretofore  been. 

Accounts  are  here  Itept  in  imaginary  or  current  Rupees,  Annas ,  and 
Pices. 

The  Rupee  is  valued  in  the  company’s  eafli  at  2  s.  3  d. 

1 6  Annas  make  a  Rupee. 

12  Pices  make  an  Anna. 

Cowry  fhells  are  alio  current  here  on  account  of  the  cheapnefs  of  provi- 
fions ;  thefe  vary  as  to  their  value,  from  4ocoto  4800  to  the  Rupee ,  as  hath 
already  been  noticed. 

It  mu  ft  alfo  be  obferved  that  the  Arcet  and  Pondicherry  Rupees  have  an. 
advance  or  Batta  of  8  per  Cent,  over  the  current  Rupees. 

-  1  hofe  of  Bombay  have  a  Batta  of  10  per  Cent. 

New  Siscos  or  Royal  Rupees  have  a  Batta  of  20  per  Cent. 

But  the  latter  lofe  in  their  value  %  per  Cent,  every  year,  until  they  are  re¬ 
coined. 


C  H  A  PI 


L  lS7  3 


CHAP.  XIII. 


Occurrences  on  the  voyage  front  Calcutta  to  Gombroon. — Arrival  at  Columbo, 
Anjengo,  Cochin,  vAth  defcripiions  of  the  places. — Account  of  the  Cochin  or 
Elephant-leg. — Arrival  at,  and  a  Jhort  account  of,  Tellicherry,  Goa,  Bom¬ 
bay,  and  Gombroon. — Obfervations  on  the  Banian  tree. 


THE  beginning  of  the  month  of  November ,  was  fpent  in  taking  leave  1757. 

of  our  many  friends,  both  of  the  fquadron,  and  of  Calcutta-,  and  in  < - , — . 

writing  letters  to  many  others  on  the  Coromandel  coaft,  expreffing  our  gra¬ 
titude  for  the  many  civilities  and  afts  of  friendlhip  they  had  fhewn  us,  dur¬ 
ing  our  refidence  among  them.  The  polite  and  friendly  treatment,  we  had 
all  experienced  on  our  arrival,  and  during  our  fray  in  India,  from  the  prin¬ 
cipal  families  reflding  in  thofe  places,  required  that  this  compliment  fhould 
be  paid  to  them.  In  truth,  the  hofpitality  and  generofity  fhewn  to  ftrangeis 
in  general  in  this  country,  are  beyond  exprefiion  ;  nor  is  it  poffible  to  point 
out  a  part  of  the  world  where  the  fpirk  of  charity  is  more  nobly  exerted 
than  in  our  Eafi  India  company’s  fettlements :  numerous  inftances  might  l:e 
mentioned,  where  princely  fubfcriptions  have  in  a  few  hours  been  raifed,  and 
applied  to  the  effectual  relief  of  many  unfortunate  families. 


On  Saturday  the  19th  of  November  we  left  Calcutta,  and  embarked  in  a 
fmall  boat  on  the  Ganges,  being  provided  with  a  letter  of  recommendation 
from  Mr.  Gee,  a  free  merchant  in  Bengal,  to 'Baron  Kritphaufen,  gover¬ 
nor  of  the  ifland  Karec  in  the  Perftan  gulph.  A  young  gentleman  named 
Bigot ,  (late  furgeon  of  -a  bomb-vejfe!)  went  with  us  from  Calcutta ,  witli  a 
view  of  getting  a  paffage  to.  England  in  an  European  (hip  from  Bombay.  As 
fo  long  and  dangerous  a  journey  was  before  us,  we-thought  it  neceilary,  for 
the  good  regulation  of  our  little  party’s  affairs,  to  appoint  Mr.  Bridge  to 
aft  as  our  chief,  invefting  him  with  the  fupreme  direftion ;  and  Mr.  Bye 
we  conftituted  our  fecretary.  Mr.  Doidge  had  in  charge  fome  difpatches  of 
importance  from  Admiral  Bocock  to  one  of  the  Secretaries  of  State,  and  to 
the  Secretary  of  the  Lords  of  the  Admiralty.  He  was  entrufted  alfo  with 
B  b  2  others 
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others  from  the  governor  and  council  of  Calcutta,  Co  the  directors  of  the 
Eafi  India  company. 

On  Monday  the  21  ft,  we  and  our  fervants  repaired  on  board  his  majefty’s; 
Chip  the  Cumberland ,  which  from  the  time  ftie  entered  the  river,  had  been 
ftationed  at  Culps  *.  On  the  25th  we  embarked  in  the  Revenge ,  an  armed 
Frigate  belonging  to  the  Eaft  India  company,  which  had  been  ordered  by 
the  admiral  to  carry  us  to  Bombay ,  and  which  at  this  time  was  ftili  com¬ 
manded  by  Commodore  James,  whom  I  have  had  often  occafion  to  men¬ 
tion.  On  our  entering  the  Revenge,  the  commodore  was  fo  complaifant 
as  to  honour  us  with  a  falute  of  11  guns.  In  the  afternoon  we  anchored 
at  Ingelee.  An  incident  happened  during  our  paffage  from  Calcutta  to 
Culpee,  which  at  the  inftant  diverted  our  company  not  a  little,  and 
though  but  of  frnall  confequence  in  itfelf,  yet  as  it  conveys  an  idea  of 
the  Indian’ ca&oms  in  this  particular,  the  inferring^  it  may  not  be  altogether 

unacceptable. - One  day  we  received  a  tneffage  from  a  farmer  of  that  part 

of  the  country  which  belonged  to  our  India  company,  requeftirg  admittance 
to  us  on  an  affair  which  to  him  was  very  interefting.  We  were  told,  that  he 
had  a  petition  to  offer,  and  1  was  appointed  to  receive  the  petitioner  in  form,, 
becaufe  I  was  the  moft  corpulent  perfon  of  the  party  ;  my  fellow-travellers 
having  pleafantly  obferved,  that  corpulency  in  this  country  is  always  efteem- 
ed  an  infallible  mark  of  heaven’s  favour,  and  which  it  never  bellows  on 
any  but  its  peculiar  favourites.  Upon  his  being  introduced  into  thecabbin 
of  our  veffei,  he  immediately  proftrttfed  himfelf  at  my  feet,  kiffed  my  ftioe, 
and  laid  before-  me  four  or  five  rupees,  with  a  remnant  of  cotton-cloths 
He  then  was  deft  red  to  feat  himfelf,  and  to  relate  his.  buftnefs :  on  which,  he 
complained  much  of  the  opprefiions  he  had  lately  fuffered  from,  the  Zemindar 
of  his  diftrift,  expatiated  on  rhe  feveral  particulars,  and  intreated  our  affift- 
ance,  by  a  letter  addreffed  to  iome  gentlemen  of  confequence  at  Calcutta.  It 
appearing  'to  us  that  he  had  really  been  very  ill  treated,.  I  ftated.  his  cafe  in  a 
letter  to  Mr.  Becker,  a  gentleman  of  the  council,,  with-  whom  I  thought  I 
might  take  chat  liberty ;  and  fince  have  had  the  fetisfaffion  to  hear,  that  Mr.. 
Bschcr  in  confequence  of  my  application,  fo  kindly  exerted  himfelf  in  our 
petitioner’s  behalf,  as  to  procure  him-  effectual  redreft.  We  wiftsed  very 
heartily  to  have  -returned  the  farmer  his  offering,  but  we  had  before  learned 
from  many  fimilar  inftances  which  had  occurred  during  our  ftay  in  Indian 
that  this  could  not  be  done  without  taking  from-  him-  all  hopes  of  being 
relieved ;  for  he  hereby  would  have  underftood,  that  the  letter  which  we 
had  given  to  him-  was  written,  rather  to  his  difadvantage,  than  his  benefit. 

Monday  the  28th  at  nine  in  the  morning,  we  failed  from  Ingelee ,.  and  at 
the  fame  hour  in  the  evening,  our  pilot  left  us,  when  we  had  a  fine  gale 
from  the  north-eaft.  December  the  2d  at  noon,  we  were  happy,  to  find 


mng  the  time  of  her  lying 


e,  flie  took  a  French  ihip,  which  came  into  the  Ganges*, 

ourfelvcs. 


[  >89  3 

ourfelves  in  13  degrees  north,  the  latitude  o i  Mairafs.  The  quick  run  we 
had  from  Bengal,  which  now  took  us  up  only  five  days  ;  compared  with  the 
tedious  paflage  of  1'even  weeks  which  we  had  to  it  from  Madrafs  the  laft  year, 
ferved  abundantly  to  convince  us  of  the  exceeding  great  ftrength  and  vio¬ 
lence  of  the  monfoon,  and  how  difficult  and  dangerous  it  will  always  be  to 
beat  up  againft  it. — In  the  night  of  the  5th  following,  a  fiave  black  boy, 
who  had  been  fold  by  our  Bengal  pilot  to  one  of  the  lieutenants  of  the> 
Revenge,  on  account  of  his  having  been  too  familiar  with  his  matter's  tlave 
wench,  fuddenly  difappeared;  having,  as  we  fuppofed,  thrown  himfelf  over¬ 
board.  The  boy  became  fullen  from  the  moment  the  pilot  parted  with 
him,  and  told  the  ether  boys  of  the  fhip,  that  he  was  much  in  love  with 
the  girl,  and  that  fne  was  then  pregnant  by  him. — We  could  not  but  lament 
the  hard,  fate  of  chefe  two  unhappy,  but  faithful  lovers ! 

The  S?th,  by  obfervation  at  noon,  we  found  ourfelves  in  the  latitude  of 
6°  1 'north,  and  in  fight  of  the  ifiand  of  Ceylon ,  remarkable  as  hath  been 
already  obferved  for  the  large  quantity  of  fpice  it  yields  to  the  Dutch.. 
Belides  fpices,  it  alfo  produces  arrack  in  great  plenty.  The  Dutch  fupply 
the  other  parts  of  India  with  this  commodity,  as  well  as  fend  a  great  quan¬ 
tity  to  Europe.  By  age  it  becomes  (as  I  was  told)  nearly  as  mild  and 
loft  to  the  tafle,  as  what  they  make  at  Batavia ,  though,  when  newly  diftilled, 
it  is  very  fiery  and  diiagreeable. 

Wednesday  the  14th,  in  the  afternoon,  we  anchored  in  Cclumbo  road.  Mr. 
Doidge  and  I  went  on  fhore  to  pay  a  vifit  to  Mr.  Knox,  the  fupercargo  of 
the  Fatty  Salem,  Captain  Woodfen:  we  found  that  he  had  been  very  ill, 
and  that  his  illnefs  had  been  occafioned  by  a  cold  he  caught  at  Galls,  in 
dancing  with  fome  ladies,  who  were  juft  arrived  from  Europe.  By  what  I 
could  learn  from  Mr.  Knox,  who  had  been  bred  to  the  practice  of  phyfic, 
and  had  treated  his  dilorder  as  a  fever  of  the  intermittent  kind,  he  had 
unfortunately  taken  too  large  a  quantity  of  the  Peruvian  bark.  At  this 
time  he  laboured  under  a  very  confiderable  hardnefs  on  the  left  lobe  of 
the  liver,  -with  a  conftipation  of  the  body. — The  bolufles  of  the  Mercuriu !■ 
Alcalizatus,  clyfters,  and  fomentations  which  I  preferibed,  gave  him  a  little 
relief;  but  the  next  day  his  delirium  -returned,  and  then  at. his  earneft  re- 
queft,  made  in  lucid  intervals,  he  was  carried  on  board  the  Revenge ;  where 
he  died  the  18th  of  a  mortification  of  the  bowels  and  ftomach,  much 
lamented  by  all  who  knew  him. 

The  town  of  Columbo,  is  the  chief  fetclement  of  the  Dutch  on  this  ifiand, 
and  indeed,  next  to  Bata  via  on  the  ifie  of  Java,  is  the  moft  important  of  any 
they  pofiefs  in  the  Eaft  Indies.  It  is  fituated  on  the  weft  fide  of  the  ifiand, 
in  the  latitude  of  feven  degrees  north,  on  a  gently  rifing  ground.  The  foil 
is  a  red  fand,  mixed  with  fmall  black  fhining  gravel,  which  harden  to  a  good- 
pavement  in  the  ftreets.  Thefe  are  all  fo  judicioufly  contrived  by  eafy 
sfeents  and  defeents,  that  no  inconvenience  can  poffibly  arife,  even  from  the 
5  greateft 
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1 757 ,  greateft  rains.  They  are  alfo  very  wide,  and  have  a  beautiful  row  of 
trees  on  each  fide,  between  which  and  the  houfes,  is  a  very  fmooth  and 
regular  pavement.  Between  each  tree  too,  there  is  a  very  fine  and  resettl¬ 
ing  grafs  verdure,  equal,  if  not  fuperior  to  what  we  fee  in  the  beft  walks 
of  the  molt  noted  gardens  in  England.  The  ftreets  likewife  all  crofs  each 
other  at  right  angles,  and  upon  the  whole  are  fo  elegantly  difpofed,  and  fo 
very  unlike  any  thing  of  the  kind  we  had  before  feen  in  India ,  that  we  could 
not  help  admiring  the  fuperior  {kill  and  ingenuity  of  th &  Dutch. 

After  we  had  fatisfied  our  curiofity  in  viewing  the  beauty  and  regula¬ 
rity  of  the  buildings,  we  walked  to  the  extremities  of  the  town,  to  ex¬ 
amine  the  fortifications,  which  towards  the  fea  are  but  indifferent.  Indeed 
there  is  no  neceffity  for  that  part  being  very  ftrong,  as  no  enemy  can  ap¬ 
proach  near  enough  to  do  them  any  confiderable  damage;  they  have  wifely 
therefore  turned  their  chief  Ilrength  towards  the  land,  and  have  fo  well 
executed  their  defigns,  we  may  venture  to  fay,  that  all  the  Europeans  in 
India,,  collected  into  one  army,  would  be  able  to  make  very  little,  if  any 
impreffion  at  all  upon  the  place.  The  citadel  is  of  an  irregular  figure, 
occafioned  by  the  form  of  the  ground  on  which  it  Hands  ;  the  wall  feetns  to 
be  built  of  very  good  and  large  {tones  the  baftions  are  very  extenfive ;  and 
round  moil  part  of  the  town  there  is  a  double  wall.  Here  is  all'o  a  wet 
ditch,  full  fixty  feet  wide,  and  a  covered  way,  and  glacis,  where  the  ground 
will  admit  of  it.  The  Dutch  at  this  place,  feem  to  be  as  capable  of  defending 
themfelves  againfl:  an  enemy  by  the  good  difpofition  they  have  likewife 
made  of  their  water,  as  by  the  ftrength  of  their  fortifications ;  for  they  have 
fo  contrived  it,  that  a  man.cannot.ppffibly  approach  the  citadel  under  any 
cover,  though  at  a  little  diftance  a  Arranger  would  be  apt  to  imagine,  that 
the  whole  town  was  built  in  a  wood.  There  is  always  a  garrifon  here  of 
thirteen  hundred  Europeans,  all  fine  looking,  healthy  young  men  ;  for  in  our 
whole  day’s  walk  we  did  not  fee  three  foldiers  who  appeared  to  be  forty 
years  of  age.  Among  other  military  and  naval'  {lores,,  we  could  not  help 
taking  notice  of  a  great  number  of  fine  mads,  fome  of  which  appeared  as 
large  as  the  middle  piece  of  a  feventy  gun  fhip’s  main-mall. 

We  were  introduced  to  the  governor  of  Columbo,  (who  from  his  lofty 
deportment  towards  us,  and  the  great  authority  he  poffefles  in  this  part  of 
the  world,  may  be  juflrly  {tiled  High  and  Mighty)  by  Mynheer  Blanchard, 
his  matter  of  ceremonies ;  but  our  reception  was  fo  cool,  that  we  entertained 
a  very  mean  opinion  of  the  governor’s  civility  to  Arrangers.  As  to  Blanchard, 
his  open  countenance  befpoke  a  mind  quite  happy  and  at  eafe,  and  he  very 
fociably  drank  his  bottle  of  wine  with  us  at  the  public  houfe  the  firft  night 
after  our  arrival;  but  never  took  the  leatt:  notice  of  us  afterwards.  This 
change  in  his  behaviour,  was  in  all  probability  owing  to  the  influence  of 
Mynheer  Shrewder  the  governor ; .  •  between  whom  and  Commodore  James 
no  kind  of  civilities  had  paflr,  as  the  manner  of  faluting,  and  returning  the 
falute,  could  not  be  adjulled  between  them.  We  obferved  nothing,  worthy 

of 
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of  remark  in  the  inhabitants  of  this  place,  except  that  the  breads  of  the  men, 
who  were  natives  of  Ceylon ,  appeared  to  us  of  an  uncommon  fize.  While 
we  lay  here,  three  deferrers  from  the  Butch  came  on  board  of  us;  two 
were  Hollanders,  and  the  third  Alexander  Mrlntojh ,  a  Scotchman.  The  laffc 
I  engaged  as  my  fervant,  and  he  was  added  to  our  party. 

Saturday  the  17th  of  December  we  fet  fail  from  Coltmbo,  in  company  with 
an  Englijh  merchant-fhip  from  Bengal.  On  the  19th  we  were  off  Anjengo , 
cn  the  Malabar  coaft,  and  then  buried  Mr.  Knox,  the  Revenge  firing  half- 
minute  guns.  Anjengo  lies  in  the  latitude  of  8°  35"  north,  and  is  the  fouth- 
ernmoft  of  our  feedements. 

Mr.  Moor  came  on  board  with  Mr.  Spencer  the  Chief’s  compliments  to 
Commodore  James  and  his  paffengers,  defiring  the  pleafure  of  their  com¬ 
pany  at  his  houfe.  Here  we  were  genteely  and  hofpitably  entertained,  till 
the  23d.  Our  mornings  we  lpent  in  reading,  or  rather  feafting  on  the 
many  news-papers,  magazines,  and  political  pamphlets,  lately  brought  from 
Europe.  The  evenings  we  pad  on  the  river  in  the  Chief’s  barge,  with  our 
mufkets,  in  purfuit  of  alligators.  The  groves  on  each  fide  the  river,  are 
chiefly  planted  with  cocoa-nut  trees,  and  are  inhabited  by  men  and  women 
in  almoft  a  pure  ftate  of  nature,  for  they  go  with  their  breads  and  bellies 
entirely  naked :  this  cuftom  prevails  univerfally  throughout  every  Caft , 
from  the  pooreft  planter  of  rice,  to  the  daughter  or  confort  of  the  king 
upon  the  throne. 

Here,  for  the  firfl:  time,  I  faw  pepper  grow :  the  plant  is  a  creeper  that 
runs  up  and  around  trees ;  and  I  found  the  tree  which  gives  the  Congery, 
or  Tetticherry *  bark,  to  be  the  mod  common  fupporter  of  it.  This  grows  to 
the  fize  of  our  common  cherry  tree ;  the  pepper,  like  the  ivy,  entwines 
itfelf  about  the  tree,  and  fends  off  clutters,  refembling  the  firfl:  ihootings  of 
a  bunch  of  grapes.  A  great  variety  of  doves  are  found  here ;  one  fort  is 
green,-  and  larger  than  the  common  pidgeon.  Here  are  alfo  fnipes,  a  few 
woodcocks,  hares,  and  wild  hogs,  but  no  partridges.  The  fea  abounds  with 
Sardinias,  Mullet,  Horfe-mackrel,  Rock-filh,  Eels,  young  Sharks,  Nayer- 
Mi,  isc. 

Anjengo  fort  is  final!,  but  neat  and  ftrong ;  it  is  a  fquare  with  four  baf- 
tions,  having  eight  guns  mounted  on  each,  carrying  a  ball  of  eighteen 
pounds.  Two  of  thefe  baftions  face  the  fea,  the  other  two  the  country,. 


*  This  bark  was  many  years  ago  recommended  to  me  by  Mr.  Sima,  late  furgeon  of 
bis  majefty’s  dock-yard  at  Partjmcnth,  under  the  name  of  the  Cert  de  Pala,  as  an  excellent 
fuccedaneum  to  the  Peruvian  or  Jefuit' s  bark  ;  and  when  I  got  to  India  I  frequently  ufed  it 
with  fuccefs.  It  is  no  where  to  be  met  with  but  on  the  Malabar  coaft  ;  and  Ihould  a  large 
quantity  be  wanted,  it  cannot  be  purchafed  at  Bombay  on  a  hidden,  but  timely  notice  mu  ft  be 
given  for  it’s  being  procured  from  feliicberry. 
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Beftdes  thefe,  there  is  a  line  of  eighteen  -or  twenty  guns  pointing  towards 
the  fea,  of  eighteen  and  twenty-four  pounders.  About  a  piftol  Ihot  from  the 
back  of  thewfort,  runs  a  river,  which,  befides  its  being  a  fecurity_  to  the 
faftory,  adds  much  to  the  agreeable  fituation-of  the  place.  This  river  has 
its  fource  in  fome.diftant  mountains,  and  defcending  in  a  courfe  from  the 
nonh  and  eaft,  it  afterwards  turns  in  feveral  pleafmg  meanders  fo  far  to 
the  weft,  as  to  wafh  the  bottom  of  our  factory’s  garden,  and  at  laft  winding 
to  the  fouth,  it  empties  itfelf  into  the  fea.  Several  beautiful  fmall  iflands 
too.  Which  are  walked  by  its  current,  diverfify  the  fcenery,  and  greatly 
heighten  the  beauty  of  the  profpedt. 


The  firft  evening  we  fpenc  in  the  barge,  we  were  accompanied  by  a 
Martian,  or  Moorman,  governor  of  12  Carricars,  or  officers  of  diftridts,  all 
under  the  king  of  Iravencore.  This  Moor  drank  beer  and  wine,  with  as 
much  fatisfaction  as  any  of  ys.  He  had  no  covering  fot  his  back,  and 
the  evening  being  fomewhat  ffiarp,  one  of  our  company  expreffed  his  fear 
that  the  air  would  be  too  cold  for  him  ;  to  which  he  chearfully  replied, 
“  The  weather,  while  I  am  in  the  company  of  Englijh  gentlemen,  is  never 
too  cold,  or  any  way  difagreeable.”  About  feven  miles  up  the  river,  at  a 
place  called  Attinga,  and  at  the  diftance  of  half  a  mile  from  the  water,  is  a 
Pagoda  or  temple  of  the  Gentofe,  in  which  the  queen  "of  Attinga  refides. 
Till  of  late,  the  town  and  country  of  Attinga  were  quite  independent  of  the 
king  of  2 "rffoencwe,  but  now  they  are  tributary  to  him.  The  eldeft  Ion  of 
the  queen  of  Attinga  is  always  heir  apparent  to  the  crown  of  Eravencore. 
We  remarked  at  this  place,  a  Angular  maxim  of  ftate  policy,  adopted  by 
the  kingdoms  on  the  Malabar  coaft.  To  afcertain'  to  themfelves  a  fuccel- 
fion  of  princes,  defcending  from  "  the  pure  and  royal  blood  of  their  antient 
monarchs,  the  right  of  fucceffion  to  the  throne  is  determined  to  belong  to 
the  eldeft  fon  of  the  female  line:  hence,  a  king’s  fon  in  this  country  is  pre- 
cifely  on  the  fame  footing  with  a  daughter  of  the  French  king,  only  with 
this  difference  (or  rather  degradation)  that  the  young  Malabar  prince, 
being  ranged  (like  all  others  of  the  Nayer  or  royal  Caft)  among  the  fecond 
Caft  or  c.lals  of  the  nation,  gives  place  in  rank  to  the  Brahmins  *, 

This  fettlement  llipplies  our  Eaft  India  company  with  pepper and  its 
fituation  is  alfo  very  convenient  for  giving  proper  intelligence  to  our  Ihips 
touching  here  from  Europe,  or  from  any  part  of  India.  The  prefent  chief, 
Mr.  Spencer,  is  a  man  of  an  excellent  charadter  both  for  probity  and  fagacity ; 


*  The  following  paffage  in  Gutiris’s  hillory  of  the  world,  proves  however  that  this  maxim 
^  the  e^e^*on  female  Jin6  iucc.ee.ding  to  the  throne,  is  not  entirely  confined  to  the 
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“  According  to  the  efteblifhed  order  of  fucceffion  a _ & . . . 

the  death  of  the  king,  his  filler’s  fon  mounted  the  throne:  and  in  cafe  the  female  branches 
of  the  royal  family  tailed  of  iilue,  tbfcv  chofe  the  moil  beautiful  and  valiant  perfon  among  them 
for  their  king.”  VoJ.  5.  page  252,  ‘  6 
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the  greatefl  harmony  and  fatisfaction  fubfift  among  the  inhabitants  in  his 
government  *. 

December  the  25th  at  noon  we  anchored  in  Cochin  road,  a  fett'ement  be¬ 
longing  to  the  Dutch ,  in  the  latitude  of  9°  50'  north.  We  dined  with  the 
chief,  De  Young,  by  them  called  commandant ;  he  was  a  very  obliging 
little  man.  After  dinner  we  drank  fuccefs  to  the  king  of  England,  the 
Hates  of  Holland,  &c. ;  and  when  our  wine  was  finifhed,  we  took  a  fhort 
ride  to  the  company’s  country  houfe,  in  fingle-horfe  chaifes,  accompanied  by 
the  commandant*arid  the  late  chief  of  HJuiLcn.  The  town  of  Cochin  is  not 
unpleafant,  but  in  point  of  grandeur,  regularity,  and  indeed  in  every  other 
refpeft,  it  falls  greatly  fhort  of  Columho.  We  found  the  Dutch  in  this  fet- 
tlement  involved  in  difputes  with  the  country  powers,  whofe  head  is  {tiled 
Samreen,  a  tide  equal  to  king.  This  prince  had  lately  taken  a  fort  or  two 
from  the  Dutch ,  •  at  about  ten  leagues  diftance  from  Cochin ,  they  were 
then  affembling  forces  to  oppofe  him,  and  for  that  purpofe  had’  already 
.landed  three  or  four  hundred  foldiers  from  Batavia,  From  this  place,  the 
Dutch  are  chiefly  fupplied  with  pepper.  The  fortification  is  irregular,  but 
ftrong  enough  to  refill  any  country  power,  and  has  forty  or  fifty  guns  facing 
the  fea.  Many  families  of  Jews  are  ellablifhed  here  ;  their  anceilors  were 
found  on  this  fpot  by  the  Portuguefi  at  their  firft  fettling  in  the  country ;  and 
the  general  opinion  is,  that  they  are  defeendants  of  fome  Jews  who  travelled 
hither  foon  after  the  final  deftru&ion  of  the  temple.  One  Ezekiel  a  Rabbi 
is  now  living  at  Cochin ,  a  man  of  confequence,  and  his  word  is  held  in 
high  eftimation  5  lie  is  a  lover  of  fcience,  and  underftands  aflronomy. 

We  could  not  but  take  notice  at  this  place,’  of  a  great  number  of  the 
Cochin  or  Elephant  legs.  This  is  a  diforder  peculiar  to  the  inhabitants  of 
the  Malabar  coaft,  and  eipecially  to  thofe  of  Cochin.  It  feems  to  be  merely 
an  mdematOus  fwelling,  arifing  from  an  impoverifhed  ftate  of  the  blood  ;  and 
in  many  perfons  the  leg  is  of  fo  enormous  a  fize,  as  to  occafion  it’s  being  called 
the  Elephant-leg,  having  greatly  the  appearance  both  in  Ihape  and  bignefs 
of  the  Elephant’s.  I  could  not  learn  that  any  remedy  for  this  diforder 
had  been  difeovered  by  the  natives,  and  as  they  feldom  or  never  apply  to 
Europeans  for  aflillance,  I  believe  they  are  feldom  if  ever  cured :  but  were 
they  to  do  fo,  probably  it  would  but  little  avail,  fince  an  alteration  from 
the  pooreft  to  the  mofl  cordial  and  nutritious  diet  would  certainly  be  recom¬ 
mended  to  them,  and  we  well  know,  that  every  Cafl  of  Indians  are  fo  much 
wedded  to  their  own  particular  cuftoms,  they  Would  fooner  choofe  to  die, 
than  tpaterially  to  alter  their  ufual  courfe  of  living,  even  if  their  circum- 
fiances  permitted  it  f .  The  generality  of  thofe  who  labour  under  this 

*  This  gentleman  is  fince  dead. 

f  Of  this,  we  had  feveral  infiances  in  our  long  paffage  to  Bengal,  among  the  Sepoys  under 
the  command  of  Colonel  Clime,  who  peri  filed  becaufe  they  would  not  partake  of  theihip’s- 
proviftons  after  their  own  had  been  expended.. 

C  c  diforder. 


[  *9  4  ] 

1757.  diforder,  feldom  are  able  indeed  to  call  in  any  afllftance,  being  compofed 

c.— , — i  of  the  very  pooreft  of  the  people,  who  feed  chiefly  on  Sardinia s,  and  can¬ 
not  purchafe  even  the  fmalleft  quantity  of  rice  to  boil  with  the  fifh  for 
their  daily  fubfiftence.  I  was  informed,  that  thefe  poor  wretches  are  fup- 
ported  for  whole  weeks  together,  perhaps  months,  with  no  other  aliment 
than  what  this  fpecies  of  fifh  affords  ;  and  their  drink  is  water  only,  unlefs. 
by  way  of  regale  they  now  and  then  procure  a  draught  of  the  Ample  un¬ 
fermented  juice  of  the  cocoa- nut- tree,  called  Toddy. 

1 758.  The  28th  we  failed  from  Cochin,  and  on  the  31ft  anchored  at  Tellicherry. 

1 — y— '  The  next  day  {January,  ift  1758)  we  dined  with  our  company’s  chief,  Mr. 
Hodges ,  who  was  fo  polite  as  to  introduce  us  to  every  gentleman  and  lady 
of  the  fettlement.  After  dinner,  many  loyal .  healths  went  round*  with 
firing  of  cannon  at  each  interefting  toad.  Tellicherry  is  a  fettlement  in¬ 
dependant  of  Anjengo ,  but  both  are  fubordinate  to  Bombay ;  Befides  it’s  own. 
garrifon,  there  ate  feveral  other  forts  in  the  neighbourhood  5.  one  to  the' 
fouthwaFd,  at  about  a  mile  diftance,  and-therefore  called  Mile-end,  and  eight 
or  nine  to  the  northward,  all  under  the  government  of  the  chief  here.  Thefe- 
forts  are  of  no.  other  ufe  bur  to  fecure  the  pepper-trade,  by  preventing  the- 
natives  from  clandeftihely  bringing  it  to  the  water’s  fide,,  to.  the  prejudice 
of  our  commerce. 

Tellicherry.  fort  is  fitmted;  on  a  riling  ground,,  but  there  is  another-  hill 
within  cannon  fhot  yet  higher,  on  which  Hands  a  little  inconfiderable  fort.. 
Was  this  laffe  in  polfeffion  of  an  enemy,  it  would  entirely  command  that 
of  Tellicherry.  About  two  miles  to  the  fouthward,  on  a.  very  fine  eminence*, 
is  the  French •  fettlement  of  Mahie,  the  only  one1  of  confequenee  that 
nation.,  has  on-  the  Malabar?  coaft.  Juft  before  our  arrival  at  Tellicherry ,. 
our  fadlory  having  unfortunately  loft  their  furgeon,  a  French  gentleman  of 
that  profeifion:  at  Mahie,  notwithftanding  the  war  between  the  two  na¬ 
tions,  occafionally  vifited  our  lick,,  and.  Mrs  ..Hodges:  had  been  fome  time' 
under  his  care*.  Our  garrifon  for  the  defence  of  Tellicherry.,  and  it’s 
neighbouring  forts,  confifts.  of  about  four  hundred  European  troops,  and-, 
as  many  Topajfes ,  Almoft  the  whole  time  we  continued  here,  the 
Brijlol  Frigate  (formerly  an.  Englijh  privateer,  but  which  ’  had  been  taken, 
by,  the,  French )  lay  at  anchor  off-  Mahie.  This.fhip,  after  having; 
landed,  forty  or  fifty  foldiers,  took.  in.  Tome  pepper,  and  failed  (as  we.- 
then  imagined)  for  Mauritius.— About  four  miles  {ram  Tellicherry,.  there  is. 
a  ftnall.  ifland,  belonging,  to  the  Englijk,  called  Bamapatan,  on  which  Mr.. 
Bridge,  difcovered,  a  fgring  of  excellent  water,  before  unknown  to  our 
people.. 

*  After  the  reduftion  of  PmJnherry  iir  the  year  176’!,  an  annamenrwas  equipped  againfl; 
tfcis  French  fettlement  of  Mahie,  under  the  command  of  Major  He3or  Menre,  who.  in  concern 
^  Mr*.  took,  the  place,,  though  defended  bj;  above  aoa.pieces.of  cannon* 

...  m 
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We  failed  from  Telticberry,  the  3d  of  January ,  and  on  the  8th  anchored 
.in  the  road  of  Goa,  The  fame  afternoon,  we  palled  pleafantly  up  the  river 
in  a  boat  belonging  to  zPortuguefe  nobleman,  accompanied  by  the  Rev.  Mr. 
Howel  of  Bombay,  who  embarked  on  board  our  frigate  at  Anjengo.  Goa  is  the 
principal,  and  aimoft  the  only  fettlement  which  remains  to  the  Portuguefe,  of  all 
the  large  pofleffions  they  once  had  in  the  Eaji  Indies.  It  hath  been  generally 
governed  by  a  vice-roy  fent  from  Europe,  but  was  now  under  the  adminif- 
tration  of  the  archbilhop,  and  two  of  the  principal  people,  who  acted 
as  regents.  The  late  vice-roy  was  killed  in  a  battle  with  the  Maharattes, 
(in  the  year  1756,)  who  inhabit  the  country  at  the  back  of  Goa ,  and  with 
whom  the  Portuguefe  have  for  feveral  years  carried  on  a  troublefome 


Goa  is  an  ifland ;  there  is  properly  no  town,  but  many  pleafant  villas 
belonging  to  the  merchants  are  fcattered  up  and  down  ;  fome  are  moft 
agreeably  fituated  on  the  Tides  of  hills,  but  the  greater  part  on  the 
banks  of  the  river,  for  the  convenience  of  landing  goods.  There  are  alfo 
feveral  houfes  built  on  the  oppofite  continent,  from  which  Goa  is  not  fepa- 
raced  above  three  miles  at  the  broadeft  part.  Upon  an  hill  on  the  left  fide 
of  the  entrance  of  the  harbour,  they  have  a  line  of  about  fifty  guns,  which 
is  called  the  Alguardo  and  as  you  go  farther  in,  they  have  a  fort  on  the 
top  o£  another  hill,  which  entirely  commands  the  harbour.  There  are  many 
churches  and  monafteries  here,  fome  of  which  were  once  fuperb  ;  the  decay 
of  thefe,  and  moft  of  the  other  public  buildings,  too  plainly  Ihews  the  pre- 
fent  ruinous  ftate  of  the  Portuguefe  power  and  trade  in  this  part  of  the 
world.  However,  the  infamoufiy  cruel  Court  of  Inqiufttion  reigns  herein  ail 
it’s  fury,  and  primitive  diabolical  glory. 

We  left  Goa  thenth,  and  on  Monday  the  24th  of  January ,  anchored  in 
Bombay  harbour.  We  found  a  confiderable  addition  had  been  made  the  laft 
year  to  the  ftrength  of  the  fortifications  towards  the  fea,  under. the  direftion 
of  Captain  Defunk,  engineer;  a  Swede  by  birth,  and  efteemed  a  man  of  ability 
in  his  profeflion.  Juft  before  our  arrival  at  Bombay,  it  unfortunately  happen¬ 
ed,  that  Major  Mace  (late  of  the  king’s  artillery)  touch’d  there  from  Europe , 
with  a  commiffion  from  the  Eafi  India  company,  appointing  him  engineer 
general  of  all  their  garrifons.  Captain  Defunk  looked  upon  this  commiffion 
of. the  major’s,  as  a  difhonour  done  to  himfelf,  and  accordingly  in  great  dif- 
guft  quitted  the  company’s  fervice.  Many  imagined,  that  the  resignation 
of  this  gentleman  would  be  attended  with  circumftances  very  difadvan- 
tageous  to  the  company  ;  as  by  his  abfence  Major  Mace  would  neceffarily  be- 
detained  in  Bombay  at  a  time  when  his  beft  abilities  and  fpeedieft  fervices 
were  required  at  Calcutta,  in  order  to  put  its  fortifications  in  a  proper  ftate 
of  defence.  It  was  known  indeed,  that  Captain  Erewyer  (an  engineer  in  the 
company’s  fervice)  had  not  yet  left  Calcutta,  but  then  it  was  faid,  that  his 
ill  health  would  oblige  him  to  do  it  in  March  next,  to  avoid  the  killing 
heats  and  rains  of  the  futnmer.  We  expedled  to  have  found  the  dock  at 
C  c  2  Bombay 
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Bombay  capable  of  receiving  a  fhip  of  feventy  guns,  agreeable  to  the  re¬ 
peated  a  durances  given  to  Mr.  Wat f on s  but  we  were  difappointed  in  this 
particular,  the  hands  to  carry  it  on  being  very  fcarce_:  however,  Mr.  Hough, 
i'uperintendant  of  the  company’s  marine  here,  was  indefatigable  in  his  en¬ 
deavours  to  finifh  this  work  of  immenfe  labour,  and  the  dock  is  now  com- 
pleated.  Commodore  (afterwards  admiral)  Stevens  was  here  obliged  to  heave 
down  the  Elizabeth,  one  of  the  fhips  of  his  fquadron,  to  ftop  a  confiderable 
leak,  but  in  the  firfi:  attempt,  fhe  had  the  misfortune  to  fpring  her  main- 
maft,  by  which  accident  he  was  detained  a  longer  time  than  he  wifhed.  We 
learned  that  he  left  Bombay  to  join  Admiral  Pocock,  a  few  days  before  we. 
arrived,  with  the  crews  in  health,  and  his  fhips  in  good  condition. 

As  foon  as  we  went  afhore,  we  all  waited  upon  governor  Bourchier ,, 
who  received  us  very  politely,  and  told  us  that  the  Swallow,  a  fhip  be¬ 
longing  to  the  company,  commanded  by  Captain  Price,  was  then  tak¬ 
ing-  in-  goods  for  Gombroon  in  Perfrn,  and  if  it  was  agreeable  to  us,  we 
were  welcome  to  take  a  paffage  in  her.  —  We  very  gladly  accepted  the 
offer.  We  continued  at  Bombay  waiting  for  the  fhip  to  be  ready,  till  the 
8th  of  February,  when  we  embarked,  having  taken  into  our  party  my 
worthy  old  friend  Mr.  Alms  formerly  mentioned,  a  lieutenant  in  the  navy, 
but  late  commander  of  the  Hardwick,  a  large  fhip  trading  in  thefe  feas  :  And 
Mr.  Bigot ,  who  came  with  us  from  Calcutta,  with  a  defign  of  getting  a  paf¬ 
fage  from  Bombay  in  one  of  the  company’s  fhips  to  England,  now  fladly. 
accepted  of  the  invitation  we  gave  him,  and  refolved  to  accompany  us  in. 
our  journey  by  land.  Mr.  Hough  *  (to  whom  and  to.  whofe  family  we'were 
greatly  indebted  for  their  polite  and  friendly  behaviour  during  our  refidence 
at  Bombay )  gave  us  letters  of  credit  on  Gombroon  and  Baffora  ;  and  Sir  James 
Foulis  was-fo  obliging  as  to  furnifh  us  with  bills  for  caih  on  Mr.  Drummond , 
our  Turfy  company’s  conful  at  Aleppo. 

February  1 4,  paffed  by  Surat,  which  was  heretofore  a  very  populous  and  rich, 
city,  about  three  miles  in  circumference,  walled  round,  with  fome  antique 
forts  to  defend  it,  but.  which  are  of  no  confequence.  It  is  fituated  in  the. 
kingdom  of  Guzarat,.  and  fu'bjeft  to  the  Great  Mogul:.  The  Englifh  have, 
a  faftory  there  •,  f  and.  alfo  the  Dutch,  French,  Bor.tugv.efe  and  Armenians  j 
thefe  laft  trade  very  largely,  and  are  very  rich.  Surat  is  about  160  miles, 
diftance  from  Bombay,  latitude  210  30'  north.— Saturday  the  25th  at  noon,. 
by  obieryation  we  found  ourfelves  in  the  latitude,  of  2  3°  io'  north,  arid' 
at  fun  fet  faw  the  coaft  of  Arabia  Felix,  which  lies  in  about,  thirteen 
degrees  weft  longitude  from-  Bombay.  The  ifl.  of  March  Ac  fun,  rife  we. 
difcovered  the  Perfian  Ihore.  By  noon  we  were,  in  the  latitude  of  25  degrees 
north  •,  and  then,  we  caft  off.  a.  boat  called  a  large  Seebar,.  bound  to.. 

*  This  gentleman  returned  to  England,  but  in  a  year  or  two  after  died  in  Louden. . 

t  Since  the  year  1759,  th s.EngHJb  have,  been  confidered  as  principals  at  Surat. 
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Mufcat  *,  which  we  had  in  tow  all  the  way  from  Bombay,  and  which  had  *75 S. 
hindered  our  progrefs  very  much.  IVedmfday  che  8  th,  at  noon,  we  got  round  '  * 

Cape  Jafaues,  which  on  the  Perfw.n  fide  forms  the  entrance  into  the  Gulpb. 

At  night  we  had  a  very  hard  gale  of  wind,  which  we  rode  out  with  two  - 
anchors,  between  the  iflands  Ormus  j  and  Larcc,  The  next  day,  at  n  in 
the  morning,  we  anchored  in  Gombroon  road,  where  we  found  the  Succefs,  a 
veffel  of  war  belonging  to  the  Eajt  India  company,  one  of  whole  officers 
came  on  board  and  told  us  the  difagreeable  news,  that  the  Brifiol,  a 
French  man  of  war  of  30  guns,  had  arrived  at  Bajfora  the  8th  of  lad:  month, 
to  take  under  her  convoy  a  merchant  fbip  which  had  kin  there  For  fame 
time.  This  frigate  we  knew  to  be  the  fame  (hip  that  lay  at  anchor  off! 

Mahie ,  during  our  ftay  at  Fellicherry,  and  which  we' then  fuppofed  had  failed 
to  Mauritius . 

Captain  Price  went  on  fhore  the  fame  day  we  arrived  at  Gombroon ,  and 
my  fellow  travellers  followed  him  the  next  morning  ;  but  finding  myfelf 
a  good  deal  out  of  order  J,  and  not  knowing  how  we  might  fare  in  lodg¬ 
ings,  I  did  not  leave  the  fhip  till  two  days  afterwards.  Alexander  Douglas 
Efq^  of  the  council  at  Bombay,  was  chief  or  agent  here.  Mr.  Mojiyn,  ion 
to  a  captain  of  foot  in  the  company’s  fervice,  was  next  to  him,  a  very 
obliging,  fenfible  young  man.  Mr.  Najh  and  Mr.  Holmes,  two  writers, 
and  Mr.  Parker  the  furgeon,  with  Mr.  Wait,  book-keeper  to  Mr.  Douglas, 
made  up  the  company.. 


*  A  pore  town  in  Arabia  Felix,  from  whence  there  is  a  large  trade  with  Bombay,  which  hath 
civilized  the  natives  much,  and  greatly  prejudiced  them  in  favour  of  the  Enghjh,  more  than 
any  other  European  nation. 

f  Ormus  was  at  this  time  covered  over  with  fait,  which  grows  two  inches  thick  on  the  fur- 
face  in  a  folid  crult,  and  appears  at  a  diftance,  on  the  hills,  like  driven  fnovv.  No  frefh  water 
is  to  be  found  on  the  illand.;  nsverthelefs,  the  Poriuguefe  at  their  firft  difeovering  it  in  the 
fifteenth  century,. from  its  advantageous  fituation  for  trade,  built  here  an  elegant  city,  and 
ftrongly  fortified  it.  About  izo  years  ago,  the  PerjJans  with  the  aft! fiance  of  the  EngUjh  ex¬ 
pelled  the  Pcrfugite/e,  and  the  Shah  Albas  caufed  the  fortifications  to  be  demolilhed,  and  re¬ 
moved  the  trade  to  Gombroon  on  the  oppofite  fhore,  allowing  the  EngUjh  great  privileges  in 
commerce. 

J  During  our  flay  at  Bmbay  I  had  been  feizecL  with  a  b^ious  inflammatory  fever,  which  in 
all  probability  would  have  been  very  violent,  and  attended  with  the  moll  imminent  danger, 
had  I  not  on  the  firft  attack  happily  given  dire£lions,  that  the  febrifuge  powder  of  Dr.  James 
fhould  be  admi-niftefed  to  me  every  hoar  during  the  fpace  of  a  whole  day,  which  operated  fo 
powerfully  on  the  ftomach,  intelline?,.  kidneys,  and  pores  of  the  fkin,  that  in  fix  hours  after 
i  had  taken  the  firft  dofe,  all  the  alarming  and  molt  diftrefsful  fym proms  went  off..  The  quan¬ 
tity  of  bile  difeharged  from  my  ftomacli  exceeded  all  bciief.  Indeed  I  have  in  the  courfe  of 
my  practice  for  fome  paft  years,  experienced  fo  much  benefit  from  this  noble  medicine,  that  i 
have  often  lamented  it's  fuperior  efficacy  was  not  fooner  known  to  me.  I  am  now  verily  per 
fuaded  that  it  is  as  truly  a  fpecific  in  ardent  fevers,  as  the  Peruvian  bark  is  in  thofe  that  are 
intermitting,  or  as  mercury  in  venereal  complaints.  However,  there  is  great  danger  attend¬ 
ing  the  common  and  indiferiminate  adminiftration  of  it ;  fince  it  is  ns  certainly  true  that  this- 
powder  will  deflroy  in  a  putrid,  as  that  it  will  cure  in  an  inflammatory  disorder. 
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1758.  Gombroon  is  fituated  at  the  foot  of  a'  very  high  mountain,  .which  by  inter- 

'~"v— cepting  the  pafiage  of  the  land-wind,  makes  it  intolerably  hot..  Ac  prefect, 
it  is  a  place  of  no  kind  of  confequence,  except  what  it  receives  from  the 
Englijh  and  Dutch  factories,  befides  whom,  no  other  European  nation  has 
any  l'ettle men t  here.  The  two  faftory  houfes  are  the  only  buildings  remain¬ 
ing  of  any  importance ;  the  whole  city  befides;  is  almoft  me  entire  fcene 
of  ruins,  which  ferved  indeed  to  convince  us  of  its  once  floumhing  ftate ;  but 
the  conftant  wars  carried  on  in  this  country,  and  their  attendants,  confufion 
and  anarchy,  have  deprived  the  Englijh  of  almoft  all  their  commercial  ad¬ 
vantages,  and  the  place  of  almoft  all  its  inhabitants;  the  few  that  remain, 
are  only  fuch  as  have  a  dependance  on  the  two  factories,  and  a  very 
final)  number  of  Banian ,  Gentoo  and  Perftan  merchants  who  refide  there. 
So  different  an  appearance  hath  this  city  now,  from  what  it  had  when  Sir 
John  Chardin  vifited  it  3  The  air  is  ftill  as  unhealthy,  as  it  was  in  the  time 
of  that  writer ;  the  Perfmns  themfeives  fly  from  it  in  the  bad  feafon,  and 
few  of  our  factory  efcape  purrid,  intermitting  fevers  (which  principally  rage 
in  the  months  of  May  and  September) ;  and  though  they  fometimes  recover, 
yet  it  generally  happens  that  their  conftitutions  are  much  impair’d ;  they 
lofe  the  European  complexion,  become  pale,  and  enervated,  and  their 
difeafes  terminate  in  obftructions  of  the  liver,  and  adhefions  of  it  to  the 
peritoneum, 

Befides  the  many  conjectures  mentioned  by  Chardin  and  others,  on  the 
'  caules  of  the  unwholefomenefs  of  the  Gombroon  air  in  the  fummer  months ; 
Dr.  Boerhaave  accounts  for  it,  from  the  nature  of  the  foil,  which  as  it  abounds 
with  fait,  renders  it  the  hotteft  part  upon  the  .globe  in  his  eftimation,  though 
its  latitude  doth  not  exceed  27 0  30'.  The  white  cruft  which  the  fait  forms 
all  over  the  earth,  firft  attrafts,  and  then  reflefts  the  intenfe  heat  of  the  fun. 
to  the  neighbouring  bodies,  ft ?c.  Our  countrymen  refiding  there,  judged 
alfo,  that  the  very  great  quantity  of  blubber-fifh,  left  by  the  fea  on  the 
fhore,  which  at  that  feafon  of  the  year  quickly  become  putrid,  and  emit  moll 
offenfive  and  noxious  effluvia,  contributed  much  to  render-  the  place  un¬ 
healthy. 

Mr.  Douglas' s  garden,  adjoining  to  his  houfe,  produces  however  bean*, 
coleworts,  fpinage,  lettuce,  onions,  and  cucumbers ;  and  fo  do  the  com¬ 
pany’s  public  gardens  at  AJfein,  diftant  from  hence  about  1 2  miles.  Thefe 
gardens  alfo  furnifh  Citrons,  Oranges,  Limes ,  Pomegranates,  and  Bedams. 
-The  fig  too,  and  fome  other  trees,  are  to  be  found  here  ;  the  moil  common 
ones  are  the  Date  and  Gum  Arabic .  The  gentlemen  of  our  faftory  feemed 
quite  unacquainted  with  the  latter.  The  jeffamin,  and  damafk  rofe,  grow  at 
Narban,  in  the  neighbourhood  of  Gombroon ;  the  latter  we  faw  in  bloom 
when  we  were  there.  We  were  told  of  apples,  grapes,  peaches,  apricots, 
plumbs  and  walnuts,  being  to  be  had  in  plenty  in  their  proper  feafons ; 
the  two  laft  we  eat  of,  but  they  were  dry,  and  of  the  laft  year.  Butchers 
meat,  poultry,  oyfters,  (the  bell  I  met  with  in  Afia )  prawns,  and  many 

other 
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other  forts  of  fillu  are  to  be  had  in  great  abundance.  Ferfmrt  wine  is  I75& 
furnilhed  at  the  company’s  expence  to  all  their  fervants,  and  is  the  bed  ' — h~— 
wine  I  ever  tailed,  except  claret;  it  cofts  about  twenty-pence  the  bottle. 

The  company  allow  alfo  their  fervants  Madeira  wine,  and  feveral  other 
articles  neceffary  for  their  table.  Hither  the  company  fend  fine  woollen 
cloth,  and  fome  lead,  and  carry  away  Carminian  wool  and  copper. 

Perfia  produlls  alfo  many  other  articles  of  trade,  but  our  Eafi  India 
company  do  not  concern  themfelves  about  them,  leaving  the  profits  arifing 
from  thence  to  private  adventurers.  Thofe  produces  are  AJfa-fcetida ;  Hing 
or  Hingra  (which  is  a  finer  fort  of  AJfa-fmtidd)  Dragon's  blood,  Opopanax , 
Sagopenum,  Rutnus  (which  has  the  appearance  of  fprigs  of  trees,  and  is 
ufed  in  dying  red)  Cummin-feeds ,  Almonds,  Kifmas  (a  (mall  fort  of  raifins 
without  (tones)  black  raifins  of  the  fun,  Pijlacbia-nuts,  Prunes,  Mangos, 
and  Dates,  which  laft  come  not  to  fo  great  perfection  in  any  other  part  of 
the  world,  as  in  thofe  places  which  border  on  the  Perjtan,  gulph.. 

About  twenty-four  miles  from  Gombroon,  at  a  place  called  Gena tv,  a  hoc 
fpring  or  bath  has  been  difcovered :  hither  the  people  of  the  -  country 
refort  for  the  cure  of  all  their  difeafes.  .  Mr.  Parker  told  me,  that  it  had 
been  found  ufeful  in  moft  cutaneous  diforders ;  he  had  the  curiofity  to 
bring  fome  bottles  of  the  water  from  thence,  evaporated  it  by  the  fire,  and 
found  the  Reftduum  to  be  chiefly  ftilphur.-  He  gave  it  to  fome  of  his 
patients,  and  it  adled  as  a  gentle  purge.  At  the  diftance  of  half  a  mile' 
from  the  faftory  at  Gombroon,  (fill  remains  the  fo  much  celebrated  Banian 
tree :  it  did  not  appear  to  me  to  expand  itfelf  equal  to  that  in  Trevandepa- 
rum,  four  miles  diftant  from  Fort  St.  David,  under  whofe  fliade  and 
branches,  Mr.  Doidge  computed'  that  ten  thoufand  men  might  Hand  without 
incommoding  themfelves,  allowing  fix  men  to  a  yard  Square ;  and  feveral 
people  have  built  houfes  under  the  arches  which  have  been  formed  by  the 
limbs  dropping  down,  fibres,  which  take  root  and  become  another  tree,  united 
to  the  firft..  The  arches  which  thefe  different  flocks  make,  are  Gothic,  and 
fomewhat  like  the  arches  in  Wefiminfier-hall.  The  leaves  of  this  tree  are 
a  bright  finning  green,  flefhy,  and  oval,  about  fix  inches  long  r  the  fruit  is-  • 
a  fig,,  but  the  birds  eat  them  as  fbon  as.  they  appear. 

There  is  another  tree  of  this  fort  in  the  Cocoa-nut  grove  at  Bombay,  on  the 
road  to  the  arbour  near  Malabar  hill,  which  is  the  third  largeft  and  moft  lhady 
of  any  I  have  ever  feen;.  but  this  l'aft  differs  from  the  orher  two  in  this  remark¬ 
able  circumftance,  that  none  of  its  branches  have  defcended  into  the  earth, 
and  formed  (as  the  two  others  have  done)  new  trunks  or  trees  *.  It  appears 
indeed  to  have  made  fome  efforts  towards  it,  but  the  rooty  (hoots  have  not  yet 

*  Although  this  has  the  fame  leaf  as  the  other  two,  and  goes  by  the  fame  name,  yet  probably 
isis  of  a  different  fpecies. 

7.  Article 
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175s-  (truck,  the  ground.  The  Tingle  body  however,  or  trunk  of  the  tree  at  Bombay ,  is 
— * — '  of  much  larger  dimenfions  than  any  one  of  the  many  bodies  or  trunks  belong¬ 
ing  to  thofe  near  Fort  St.  David  and  Gombroon.  Under  that  on  the  Coromandel 
coaft,  are  the  ruins  of  fome  houfes;  and  it  is  commonly  related  (in  order 
to  make  the  tree  appear  the  more  marvellous)  that  this  one  tree  once  (haded 
a  whole  town.  At  a  fmall  diftance  from  this  tree  near  Gombroon,  there  is  a 
Pagoda  or  temple,  in  a  very  ruinous  condition,  except  a^apU  part,  which 
is  kept  in  good  repair,  and  much  frequented  by  the  Genms  in  their  devo¬ 
tions.  The  Gcntoos  likewife  woribip  under  the  (hade  of  thofe  trees  which 
grow  near  Fort  St.  David  and  Bombay,  but  with  this  material  difference, 
that  at  the  two  laft  places  they  have  no  f  Pagodas  built  with  mens  hands, 
any  more  than  the  Druids  of  old  had,  who  under  their  confecrated  oak  wor- 
(hipped  one  fupreme  God ,  immenfe  and  infinite,  and  could  not  think  of 
confining  their  adoration  to  the  narrow  limits  of  a  temple,  which  they 
deemed  would  be  quite  inconfiftent  with  thofe  attributes.  In  like  manner, 
the  Banian  tree  is  held  facred  by  the  Ginteos ,  who  are  almoft  as  fenfibly 
hurt  by  your  cutting  or  lopping  off  one  of  its  fuperfiuous  branches,  as  if  you 
were  to  mutilate  or  deftroy  a  cow,  between  whofe  facred  horns  they  often 
place  their  hand,  when  they  make  their  mod  folemn  oaths,  and  appeals  to 
the  Deity,  . 

Our  countryman  Mr.  Ttckel  has  taken -notice  of  this  tree  in  the,  follow¬ 
ing  lines. 


“  Like  the  fam’d  Banian  tree,  whofe  pliant  (hoot 
“  To  earthward  bending,  of  itfelf  takes  root, 

“  Till  like  their  mother  plant,  ten  thoufand  (band , 

■“  In  verdant  arches  on  the  fertile  land; 

“  Beneath  her  (hade  the  tawny  Indians  rove, 

“  .Or  hunt  at  large  through  the  wide  echoing  grove.” 


We  here  found  the  afs  a  very  ufeful  creature ;  I  rode  twice  on  one  to 
Narban,  and  my  brother  travellers  made  ufe'of  the  fame  conveyance  in  a 
jaunt  to  AJfein.  .  The  road  to  this  laft  place  is  over  a  chain  of  barren,  inhof- 
pitable  mountains,  where  are  not  only  many  dreadful  precipices,  which 
you  muff  neceffarily  pafs  over,  but  alfo  large  pieces  of  cragged  rocks,  which 
hang  pver  your  head,  and  feem  to  threaten  you  with  immediate  deftruaion. 


O.  -  -  „  ,  -  ,  - - r-  and  generally  on  the  tops  of  hills,  or  high 

places.  B.iok  L  chap.  131. 

Cicira  fuppofes  it  to  have  been  through"  the  advice  and  mitigation  of  the  Magi,  that  Xtrxes, 
the  derftan  king,  burnt  all  the  Grecian  temples,  efteeming  it  injurious  to  the  majefty  of  god  to 
fhut  up  him  withtn  walls,  to  whom  all  things  are  open,  and  to  whom  the  whole  world  (hould 
be  reckoned  as  an  houfe  or  a  temple.  His  words  are  thefe  :  Aufloribus  Marie  Xerxes 
mfiammaife  templa  Gracia  dicitur,  quod  farieiiltu  imhdermt  dm,  quibus  omnia  debe- 

rent  effe  patentia  ac  libera,  quorumque  hie  tnunJ - :  - - ' - 

-l.ishigbm. 


is  templum  effet  &  d 
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From  a  mile  without  Gombroon ,  all  the  way  to  AJfein,  there  is  not  the 
lead  herbage  or  pafture  to  be  feen.  Round  the  company’s  houfe  indeed, 
there  is  a  tolerable  good  garden,  and  what  makes  it  of  more  value,  there 
are  in  it  fome  wells  of  excellent  water,  which  is  carried  every  day  to  Gom¬ 
broon  upon  camels  for  the  ufe  of  the  faftory.  At  the  back  of  the  faiftory 
houfe,  there  are  ten  or  twelve  large  guns  towards  the  land  ;  and  at  the 
entrance  of  the  gate  towards  thefea,  there  are  a  few  others,  but  of  fo  fmall 
a  bore  that  unlefs  a.fhip  anchors  very  near  the  fhore,  and  the  wind  blows 
at  the  fame  time  off  the  land,  their  report  cannot  be  heard ;  which  was 
exactly  our.cafe,  when  they  returned  the  falute  which  we  gave  them  from 
the  Swallow. 

The  kingdom  of  Perfia  had  for  feveral  years  been  torn  to  pieces  by  civil 
■wars.  At  this  time,  there  were  four  competitors  for  the  empire;  and  till 
lately  there  ‘was  a  fifth  named  Azet  Khan ,  but  his  forces  were  entirely  de¬ 
feated,  himfelf  forced  to  fly  to  Baghdad  for  proteftion,  and  his  power  ruined, 
by  an  unfuccefsful  battle  he  fought  againft  Hamet  Schah,  his  rival  in  the 
Affghcm  or  Pytan  country.  Nauzir  Khan,  one  of  the  four,  refided  at  "Loot, 
not  far  diftant  from  Gombroon ;  and  this  is  he  who  by  the  European  gentle¬ 
men  there  is  called  Our  Khan,  as  living  in  their  neighbourhood,  and  to 
whofe  power  the  governors  or  Sheicks  thereabouts  are  obliged  to  fubmit. 

I  was  told  that  this  Khan,  or  general  (as  is  the  meaning  of  the  word  Kan, 
Khan,  or  Catsm  in  the  Perfian  language)  had  not  above  five  thoufand  troops 
in  his  pay,  but  that  he  pofiefied  many  flrong-holds  and  garrifons  among 
motmtains  almoil  inacceffible ;  and  that  he  had  lately  forced  Kerim  Khan , 
another  of  the  competitors,  who  with  a  great  army  had  befieged  him  in  the 
city  of  Laar,  to  retire  without  fuccefs. 

A  fkirmifh  happened  a  few  days  .before  our  arrival,  near  AJfein,  which 
was  occafioned  by  the  ill  behaviour  of  a  certain.  Sheick,  who  being  in  pof- 
feffion  of  a  fort  with  a  garrifon  of  three  or  four  hundred  men,  frequently 
interrupted  the  wool  trade  from  Carminia  going  to  the  Englijh  and  Dutch 
factories  at  Gombroon.  Complaint  having  been  made  of  this  to  Nauzir 
Khan ,  he  immediately  marched  with'  a  body  of  troops,  attacked  the  fort, 
and  took  it ;  but  unfortunately  the  Sheick  made  his  eicape,  with  fome  of 
his  people,  to  another  petty  Sheick  in  the  neighbourhood,  who  joined  the 
fugitives,  and  together  made  up  a  body  of  fome  hundred  men.  Nauzir 
Khan  marching  againft  them  in  perfon,  detached  an  officer  before  with  a 
fmall  body  of  troops,  who  foon  got  up  with  the  enemy,  gave  them  battle, 
killed  about  feventy  of  them,  took  prifoners  as  many  more,  and  difperfed 
the  reft.  Elated  with  this  fuccefs,  the  vidlors  lay,  as  they  imagined,  in  per- 
fedt  fecurity,  and  fo  fufrered  part  of  their  troops  to  ftraggle  and  plunder ; 
one  of  thefe  moroding  parties  was  furprized  by  their  lately  defeated  enemy, 
the  chief  officer  of  the  Khan  was  killed  upon  the  fpot,  with  four  or  five 
others  of  inferior  rank,  and  the  furgeon  of.  the  Englijh  fadlory  at  Gombroon 
was  called  on  to  affift  thofe  who  were  wounded. 

D  d  Muley 
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Mutcj  Aly,  the  P'trftan  governor  of  Gombroon  -is  an  Arab..--  The  Iflands  or 
Omits  and  Larac-z re  iuEje<ft  to  him.  He  has  three  fhips  of  war.  lying.- 
at  the  former,  but  they  are  in  no  condition  to  put  to  fea.  The  forts  under 
his  command  are  all'o  out  of  repair.  His  ufual  place  of  refid?rice  is  . 
Omits,  or  he  is  fure  to  fly  thither  upon  every  alarm  of  the  Khan’s,  ap¬ 
proach;  and  as-  he  has  been  very  backward  -in  paying  thole  duties  which  . 
are  required  from  him,  he  is  under  continual  apprehenfions  of  a  vifit.  from  . 
that  General.  Befide  the  iflands  of  Ormus.  and  Larac,  Kifme  another -iOand  - 
inhabited  by  Perfians ,  but  of  no  great  note,  is  at  prelent  under  Muley  Aly’s  ■■ 
government,  though  till  very  lately  quite  independant  of.  him.  The  late  • 
governor  of  this  ifland  for  many  years  bravely  >  refilled  all  die  attempts  of  ' 
Muley  Aly,  lived  to  the .  age  of  fourfcore,  and  died  at  laft  in  his  bed,  ate 
the  very  time  that  Muley  Aly.  was  befieging  his  .principal  fortrefs,  which  we  • 
obferved,  as  failing  by  it,  to  be  advantageoufly  feated- on  a  hill.  It  was  ■ 
generally  imagined,  that  this  laft  expedition  of  Muley  Aly’s  would  not  : 
have  been  attended  with  greater  fucceis  than  his  former,  had  not  the  death 
of  the  governor  given  an  unlucky  turn  to  the  affairs  of  the  fiege.  .  For  ;■ 
foon  after  that  event,  the  garrifon-  found  themfelves  under  a  neceffity  of  ., 
furrendering  ;  and  Muley  Aly ,  to  give  (as  he  thought),  the  greater  eclat-,  to  his ■  . 
fuccefles,  caufed  the  head  cf  the  brave,  deceafed  gpvernor,  to  be  cut  off,  and  . 
returned  in  triumph  with  it.  to  Banderabajfi,  and  Ormus..-., 

This  military  robber  *  has  a  bad  charafter  among  our  '.people  ;  he  has  . 
been  often  threatened  by  Nauzir  Khan,.zn&  probably  would.  long  fince  have 
been  made  a  public  example  of,  were  it  not  for  his  connexion  with  a  power¬ 
ful  Shriek-  on  the  Arabian  fhore,  whofe  daughter  he  married,-  and  who  is  • 
always  ready  to  affift  him  with  velfels  to  tranlport  him  to  the  ides,  .and  with  . 
troops  to  defend  himfelf.  there  in  cafe  he  fhould  be  -attacked. 

I  cannot  conclude  this  account  of  the  fituation  of  affairs  at  Gombroon,  with¬ 
out  paying  a  juft  compliment  to  the  great  prudence  and  fagacity  of  the  Englifo 
and  Dutch  fa&ories  eftablifhed  there,  who  amidft  all  the  fliocks  and  convul-  ,  ■ 
fions  or  a  civil  war  among  the  Perfians,  have  met  with  little  or  no  interup-  - 
tion  in  their  trade  from  any  of  the  contending  parties  ;  it  being  a  maxim 
with  them,  to  fide  openly  with  none  of  the  competitors,  and  .yet  at.  the  fame 
time  to. keep,  well  with  all:  for  this  end,  civil  letters,  and  fometimes  pre-  - 
knts,.  have,  been-  thought  indifpenfably  neceffary..  * 

As  the  Brijlol,  the  French  Frigate,  was-  in  Baffora  river,  Mr.  Douglas  was- 
hereby  prevented  from  difpatchiog  the  Succefs  Grab  with  us  to.  Baffora,  as 
he  had  been  direfted  by  the  governor  and  council  of.  Bombay  y  he  not. 
thinking  it  prudent,  under  the  prefent  circumftances,  to  truft-the  company’s 
bales,  which  were  her  intended  loading,  in  a  .veffel  of  fuch -little  force.  . 


This- 
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This  delay  was  the  more  difagreeable  to  its,  being  quite  unexpe&ed,  as 
no  French  fhip  of  war  had  made  its  appearance  in  thofe  fe as,  fince  the 
commencement  of  the  difpute  between  the  two  nations.  We  flattered 
-  ourfelves  at  the  time  we  left  Calcutta ,  of  having  a  quick  paffage  xxt.Baf- 
fora,  and  of  being  able  to  join  the  Caravan  which  goes  from  thence  to 
.  Alep-po,  early  in  the  fpring ;  but  unfortunately  for  us,  our  views  of  that  kind 
were  now  entirely  difconcerted !  But  the  interruption  we  met  with  from 
the  French  fhip,  was  not  the  firft  difficulty'  we  had  experienced  in  our  tedi¬ 
ous  voyage  a  thoufand  befides  had  intervened  to  prolong  our  paffage, 
which  coft  us  many  ferious  reflections,  efpecially  on  account  of  the  public 
difpatches  we  were  entrufted  with,  the  fpeedy  delivery  of  which  we  had 
reafon  to  believe  would  be  of  the  utmofl  confequence  to  the  nation  ;  and 
therefore  we  thought  it  our  duty  to  run  all  rifles  in  getting  to  England  as 
fail  as  poffible.  Accordingly  we  refolved  to  hire  one  of  the  common,  but 
uncomfortable  veffels  of  the  Gtllph ,  called  a  Trankey ,  and  to  proceed  in  her 
:  to  Bajftra,  difguifed  like  Arabs,  Upon  our  making  application  to  Mr. 
Douglas  for  this  purpofe,  he  was  fo  obliging  as  to  fend  a  boat  to  Kifme 
to  procure  us  one ;  but  no  anfvver  arriving  from  thence  for  feveral  days, 
we  grew  quite  impatient,  and  refolved  to  addrefs  Mr.  Douglas  by  letter  to 
favour  us  with  fome  veffel  to  carry  us  up  the  Gulph  as  far  as  Karec,  an  ifland 
belonging  to  the  Dutch •,  to  the  governor  of  which,  Baron  Kntphaufen,  we 
had  a  letter  of  recommendation.  Mr.  ‘Douglas,  after  mature  confideration, 
confented  to  this  requeft,  and  accordingly  ordered  the  Succefs  Grab ,  Cap¬ 
tain  Lindefey,  to  put  us  afhore  on  that  ifland. 


Ddi 
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CHAP.  XIV. 


The  run  from  Gombroon  up  the  Perfian  Gulph. — Arrival  at  the  ijlani .  of 
Karec. — Our  generous  reception  by  Baron  Kniphaufen  the  governor. — Ac¬ 
count  of  that  gentleman's  difpute  with  the  Turkifh  government  at  Baffora, 
and  his  eftabtifhment  at  Karec. — State  of  that  ijland  at  4he  time  of  our  ar¬ 
rival. —  The  pearl-fifhery  ;  natural  curiojities.  —  The  manners  and  cujloms 
of  the  Arabs,  and  Perfians. — Anecdotes  of  the  famous  Thamas  fculi 
Khan,  with  an  account  of  the  prefent  competitors  for  the  crown  of  Perfia. — 
Anecdotes  of  a  late  governor  of  Batavia. — Forty  thoufand  Chineie  majfacred 
there  in  one  night. — Negotiation  with  the  Sheick  of  Grane  for  conducing 
ns  over  the  Defert. — •Befcription  of  the  feveral  fmcking  tubes  made  ufe  of  in 
India. — The  author  and  his  brother-travellers  arrive  at  Baffora, 

1 75S.  TN -the  evening  of  the  17th  of  March  viz  took  our  leave  of  Gomhroany, 

""  1  X  and  on  the  19th  paffed  by  Congo- BendeP,  formerly  a  town  of  elegance 

and  confiderable  trade  belonging  to  the  Portuguefe,  but  now  in  a  moll  rui¬ 
nous  condition.  The  fame  day  we  came  to  an  anchor  at  Ling ,  a  fmall  vil¬ 
lage,  about  a  league  from  Congo,  and  there  took  in  another  pilot  to  carry 
11s  up  to  Karec.  At  eight  o’clock  we  got  under  fail  again  with  a  fine 
eafterly  wind.  Friday  the  24th  we 'paffed  by  the  ifles  of  Kifme ,  Polloar%. 
Kyes,  Inderabie,  Shittewar,  and  Bufheel.  Some  of  thefe  were  quite  barren  ; 
qn  others  we  obferved  a  few  trees  or  bulhes,  and  little  filhing  towns,  with, 
two  or  three  Trankeys  lying  on  fhore.  The  Bate  trees  were  thinly  fcattered 
among  the  hills,  and-  though  a  fmall  portion  of  green  might  here  and 
there  be  difcovered,  yet  fuch  was  the  barrennefs  of  thefe  iflands  in  general,, 
that  it  was  for  fome  time  a  matter  of  furprize  to  us,  how  Iheep  and.  ' 
goats  could  poffibly  fubfift  there :  But  upon  a  clofer  examination,  when 
alhore,  we  found  that  the  ground  produced  a  fmall-leaved  juicy  mallows, 
which  feems  to  be  the  principal  food  of  thefe  animals.  The  Perfian  coaft 
afforded  a  molt  romantic  profpefl.  It  appeared  to  us  at  find  to  be  one 
continued  rock,  rent  and  torn  afunder  by  earthquakes;  but  we  afterwarda. 
difcovered,  that  fome  part  of  it  was  only  fand,  hardened  by  the  rains  and' 


On  the  2-5th  we  had'  the  wind  from  the  north- weft,  which  obliged1  us  to" 
drop  anchor*,  to  prevent  the  Ihip  being  driven,  back,  by  the  ebb  tide. 

W.e, 
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We  caught  this  day  feveral  forts  of  fifh  •,  fuch  as  the  Bonetta,  plaice,  bream, 
conger-eel,  &c.  &c.  At  nine  o’clock  a  breeze  fpringing  up  from  the  fouth- 
ward,  we  again  made  fail,  and  palled  by  a  little  fiffung  town  on  the  Per¬ 
fian  foore,  called  She  cars,  where  there  appeared  to  be  a  fmall  fquare  fort, 
which  by  our  pilot’s  account,  has  a  few  guns,  and  is  kept  in  fome  fort  of 
repair.  Englijh  {hips  trading  in  this  gulph  from  Bombay ,  frequently  take  in. 
rock-falt  for  ballaft,  and  fell  it  on  the  Malabar  coaft  for  about  thirty  Rupees 
the  ton,  which  is  airnoft  all  clear  gain.  Captain  Lindfey  prefented  me  with 
two  pieces  of  metal-ore,  and  one  of  rock-falt,  which  he  got  from  the 
ifiand  of  Ormus,  where  both  are  found  in  great  plenty. 

In  our  run  thus  far  from  Gombroon,  two  prefents  came  off  to  us  from  as 
many  Perfian  Sbeieks :  One  was  of  a  goat,  and  fome  eggs ;  the  other  of 
eggs  only.  Our  captain  lent  them  fome  rice  in  return.  We  found  the  wea¬ 
ther  hitherto  very  cool  and  pleafant.  The  evenings  were  made  damp  by 
dews,  and  we  had  no  caul'e  to  complain  of  heat  in  the  night,  although  fix 
of  us  Qept  in  one  cabbin, 

Sunday  the  26th  we  found  ourfelves  abrealt  of  Narban  point :  It  termi¬ 
nates  in  a  long  and  low  piece  of  land,  which  runs  off  into  the-gulph,  from 
the  foot  of  the  Perfian  hills..  Mr.  Parker,  an  officer  on  board  the  Succefi, 
informed  us,  that  about  two  years  before,  he  was  between  this  point  and 
the  main  land,  where  he  difcovered  a  channel,  in  which  a  ibip  of  900  tuns 
might  ride  :  he  farther  acquainted  us,  that  the  Portuguefe  had  once  a  fettle- 
ment  here,  (and  indeed,  upon  the  main  land,  the  ruins  of  their  faftory- 
houfc  are  Hill  to  be  feen)  where  they  alfo  funk  fome  wells,  the  remains  of 
which  may  eafily  be  traced..  Mr.  Parker  added.,  that  at  this  place  a  large 
river  empti&s-  it-felf  into  the  fea,  and  that  the  adjacent  country  is  in  fubjec- 
tion  to  t-wo  Arab  chiefs.  One  refides  up  the  country  about  three  miles  from 
Narban  point,  and  is  tributary  to  the  other,  who  lives  on  the  oppofite  fide 
of  the  river.  Here  providence  feems  to  have  allotted  a  fpot  of  ground, 
amidft  inhofpitabie  rocks  and'deferts,  capable  of  affording  the  kind  pro- 
duftion  of  vegetables  for  the  benefit  of  man  and  beaft. 

On  the  27th  at  nine  in  the  morning  we  were  abreafl  of  Cape  Ver- 
iijlan,  diftant  from  Cape  Narban  twelve  leagues.  Hitherto  in  our  paf- 
fage  up  the  gulph,  we  kept  as  near  to  the  Perfian  fhore  as  poffible,  for  the 
advantage  of  anchoring  when  the  tide  ebbed,  or  the  wind  was  contrary ; 
and  alfo  for  avoiding  the  French  frigate,  which  we  were  apprehenfive  we 
fhould  fall  in  with,  if  we  approached  too  near  the  Arabian  {hore. 

Arabia  Felix  was  at  this  time  governed' by  two  fovereigns  ;  one  of  whom, 
refided  at  Mnfcat.  This  city,  is  a.  place  of  trade,  as  before  obferved,  and 
Hands  at  the  entrance  of  that  part  of  the  gulph  which  is  called  Ormus,  and 
is  the- capital  of  his  dominions,  whence  the  chief  is-  {tiled  King  of  Mufcat-.. 
The.  other,  has. the  title,  of  King  of  Mofcha,.  whofe  chief  refidence  is  on  the 

borders 
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1758.  borders  of  the  gulph  of  that  name,  otherwife  called /the "-Red  Sea.  iThetc, 
•— y-— '  two  princes  are  no  way.  tributary  to  the.  Grand  Seignior  -,  but  are  both  in- 
dependant  in  their  refpeftive  dominions,  and  govern  the  whole  country  of 
Arabia  Felix ,  from  the  fouthern  extremities  of  the  two.  gulphs,  even  as  far 
almoft  as- Mecca.  '  The.  province  of  Mecca  is  governed  by  a  Begkrbeg ,  who 
.  refides  at  Judda,  and  is  in.  a  manner  an  independant  fovereign  :  He  ftiles 
■  him  Pelf  Monarch,  and- accumulates  great  wealth  by  the  rich  .prefents  which 
;  are  yearly  made  to  him  by  the- devout  ‘Turks,  Arabians,  and  Perfians,  in 
1.  their  pilgrimages  to  Medina  and  Mecca,  the  birth  .and  burial  places  of  their 
..  prophet  Mahomet  *. 

'  In'  the  -morning  of  the  28th  we  plainly  difcovered  the-  Salt- mountains, 
-.(which  running  out  into  the  fea,  form  Cap  z  Verdi  ft  an)  and  opened  the 
.  high. land  to  the-northward  of  it.  .We -were  now  in  expe&ation  of.  feeing 
-.  the iftand  of  Karec  in  a  day  or  two,  -being  only  thirty-fix  leagues  diftant. 

;  This  day,  a  large. locuft,  and  a  beautiful ,  fea-fnake,  about  four  feet  long, 

;  and  tendnch*  round,?  floated  near  the-veffel.  We  had  little  or  no  wind  all 
...  this  night ;  but- at  7  the.  next  morning,?  a  light,  fair  breeze  fprang  up,  and 
,  continued  till  ten,  .  when  we  difcovered  the  land  called  Halala  on  our  (lar¬ 
board  bow,  -about  feven  leagues  off.  -  On  the- 30th  we  came  in  fight  of  the 
•  long,  wilhed-for  dfland  at.  8.  at-,  night  we  came  to  an  anchor. •  o& 'Karec, 
in  20  fathom  water,  having  had  gentle  breezes;all  the  day.  -It  lies  in  29“ 
T  north  latitude.  -  Early,  the  next  morning  we  made  fail-  again,,  and  foon 
ran  within?  two  leagues  of  a  fort,  which  Hands  on  the  north  fide  of  the 
-ifland,  at;  the  end  of  a  low  point,  that. llrctches,towards.  another.  Eat  dandy 
.ifjand,  -called  Cargo. 

•At  half  paft  eight,  a  Dutch  boat  came  off,  with  two  letters  of  Mr:  Sbaiv's, 

.  our  company’s  refident  at  Bajfora.  One  was  written  in  FreacA,.- add  retted 
to  the  Dutch  matter  attendant  at  Karec,  defiring  him  to  fend  the  other  '  En- 

-  glijh)  letter  to  all  fhips  of  our  nation,,  which  might  come  to  an  anchor  off 
Karec,  or  be  feen  in  the  offing.  .This  lettef  was  dated  the-. 9th  of  March, 

..  and  informed  us  of  the  Briftol’s,  being  in  Bajfora  river;  that  fhe  carried 
30  guns,  had  85  Europeans  on  board,,  and  that  the-  reft  of  her  complement 
-was  made  up  of  Indians  and'  Lafcars,  in  the  whole,  about  140  men.  Mr. 
Shaw  added,  “  that  (he  would  .probably  take  in  a  loading  of  corn,  and  con¬ 
voy  another.  French  H up,,  which  had  lain. in  the  river  ever Tince  the  com¬ 
mencement  of  the  war:  that  this  laft  was  of. about  300,  or  350  tons  bur¬ 
then,  and  carried  20  guns  three  -  pounders ;  that  the  enemy  gave  out, 

-  they  were  to  ftay  in  the  river  fome  months  longer,  and  fhould  they  wait 
to  take  in  frelh  corn,  this  might  probably.be  the  cafe;  that  they  had  their 


of^Lv,  or  lhrahim°  .. 
offered  up  his  foil  1/aac. 
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rap-mafts  an  end,  but  had  difcharged  their  pilots.”  Upon  the  whole;  he 
jive  it  as  his  opinion,  that  the  two  French  veflcls  could  not  be  going  yet, 
sut  adviied  ail  mailers,  in  proceeding  up  the  guiph,  to  call  at  every 
sort,  where  he  would  not  faii  to  lodge  intelligence.  H.-  cu.t  eluded  with 
hying,  “  that  fhouid  any  Englifb  (hips  get  into  Bajt-ra  river,  they  would 
hen  be  fate,  as  he  was  perlaaded,  the  country  power  would  interpose  to  pre- 
rent  hoftilities.” 


We  came  to  an  anchor  in  the  road  about  one  o’clock  in  the  afternoon, 
fainted  the  fort  with  eleven  guns,  and  received  the  feme  number  in  return. 
Captain  Lindefey,  Meflieurs  Doidge  and  Pye  went  on  {here  after  dinner.  The 
Crab  laluted  them  on  their  putting  off  with  nine  guns,  and  at  their  landing 
they  were  received  by  the  fecond  in  council,  and  the  military  officer,  who 
introduced  them  to  Baron  Kniphrufen,  to  whom  they  delivered  Mr.  Gee’sr 
letter  of  recommendation.  The  fame  evening  Captain  Lindefey  came  on 
board,  and  gave  us  an  account,  that  the  Barm  (who  had  given  them  the 
moil  genteel  and  friendly  reception)  had  in  his  opinion  fuggefted  an  excel¬ 
lent  plan  for  our  future  proceedings,  having  recommended  it  to  Mr.  Doidge, 
that  we  thould  land  at  Crane  on  the  Arabian  ihore,  and  fet  out  from  thence 
over  the  Great  Defert  for  Aleppo;  ■  -  That  the  Baron  knew  it  to  be  a  road  fre¬ 
quented  by  people  of  trade;  that  an  European,  attended  only  by  a  Angle 
fervant,  had.  fafely  travelled  over  it,  and  that  the  journey-  would  not  take  up 
more  than  25  days.-.  Captain- Lindefey  farther  added,  that  ffiould  we  approve 
of  the  fcheme,  the  Baron  would  immediately  fend  a  Felucca  with  a  mef- 
fenger  to  Graue,  who  ihould  bring  the  Sheick  of  that  place  (a  man  greatly 
obliged  to  him,  and  in  fome  meafure  under  his  influence)  to  Hare c; 
with  him  he  did  not  doubt,  but  he  fhouid  be  able-  to  concert  a  plan  for 
conveying  us  lafe  to  Aleppo,  .. 

The  next  morning.  Lieutenant  James  Aim,  Captain  Lindefey,  Mr  .Pigoi,- 
and  myfelf,  went  on  ihore,  and  were  very  genteely  received  by  the 
Baron.  We.  were  met  by  Meflieurs  Doidge  and  Pye,  Mynheer  Bofinan  the 
fecond ;  Mr.  Robingfon,  an  enfign  in  the  Dutch  artillery,  but  of  Englijh  ex¬ 
traction,  and  who  fpoke  our  language  tolerably  .well ;  Mynheer  Nicoli  the 
company’s  accomptant ;  Mynheer  Lilith  the  furgeon  ;  and  Mynheer  Binkey, 
the  mafter  attendant.  The  Baron  prefently  opened  to  us  his  plan  for  our 
future  journey,  and  it  appearing  to  be  a  route  -as  little  hazardous,  as  any 
we  had  yet  thought  of,  and  more  expeditious  Though  lei's  commodious) 
than  that  by  Baghdad,  we  unanimoufly  agreed  to  put  ourfelves  entirely  un¬ 
der  the  Baron’s  diredlion  ;  who  gave  immediate  orders  for  the  Felucca’s 
going  to  Grant  to  bring  the  Sheick  of  that  place  to  Karec. 

In  the  evening  we  took  a  walk  to  the  foutlr  end  of  the  ifland,  accompa¬ 
nied  by  Mr.  Robingfon ;  and  palled  through  fome  agreeable  fields  of  corn, 
a  few  ears  of  which  were  then  ripe,  and  fome  gardens,  where  we  faw 
cole.worts,  beans,  and  peafe  inperfedtion.  We  could  not  but  take  notice 
.  3  •  alio. 
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58.  alfo-of  a  large  handfome  building  which  we  met  with  in  the  way,  fuppofed 

, — 1  by  the  common  people  to  be  the  tomb  of  Meer  Mahomet  the  fon  of  Aly, 
a  man  much  renowned  for  bis  piety,  and  who  is  faid  to  have  performed  mira¬ 
cles  among'them.  The  Baron  however  affured  us,  that  this  notion  of  theirs 
is  merely  Imaginary,  for  that  Meer  Mahomet,  was  fo  far  from  being  buried 
under  this  tomb,  that  he  never  was  once  in  the  ifiand,  either  living  or  dead. 
His  opinion,  and  which  was  confirmed  by  the  moll  fenfible  of  the  Arabs 
and  Perftans,  is,  that  this  monument  was  only  erefted  in  remembrance  and 
honour  of  that  fage,  and  that  neither  his,  nor  the  bones  of  any  other  per- 
ion  were  depofited  under  it.  He  obferved,  it  was  poffible  this  tomb 
might  once  have  been  a  Portuguefe  chapel ;  and  that  after  thofe  people  had 
deferred  the  iiland,  the  Perftans  had  changed  it’s  form  into  that  it  now- 
bears.  This  opinion  is  probably  well  founded,  for  from  the  appearance  of 
the  ftone-mafonry,  and  the  painted  tiles  above  the  door,  it  was  very  evident 
that  fome  parts  at  lead  of  this  building  were  of  modern  conftruftion.  Juft 
before  we  reached  this  tomb,  we  entered,  and  furveyed  with  great  atten¬ 
tion,  a  long  fubterraneous  paflage,  made  for  the  conveyance  of  water 
from  the  oppofite  fide  of  an  hill  •,  which  (according  to  the  P'erftan  cuftom) 
has  at  proper  diftances,  holes  .cut  through  the  furface  of  it,  for  the 
admiffion  of  light '  and  air.  We  obferved  alfo  at  this  fouth  end  (which 
is  the  higheft  part  of  the  ifiand)  fome  caverns  hewn  out  of  the  folid  rock, 
which  feem  to  have  been  the  dwelling-places  of  the  firft  inhabitants.  There 
were  alfo  two  or  three  ftruftures  here,  which  appeared  to  have  been  once 
appropriated  to  religious  ufes,  perhaps  they  were  Portuguefe  churches; 
and  what  ferves  to  confirm  this  opinion,  is,  that  a  crucifix  had  been  dif- 
covered  cut  on  one  of  the  walls. 

The  next  day  we  began  pitching  the  four  tents  which  we  had  furn idl¬ 
ed  ourfelves  with  at  Calcutta ;  but  before  we  had  finifhed  with  the  largeft, 
our  dining-tent,  the  Baron  paid  ns  a  vifit,  and  put  an  entire  flop  to -our 
proceedings,  alluring  us,  that  thofe  high  and  fpacious  tents,  were  by  no 
means  calculated  for  our  purpofe,  fince  they  would  certainly  difcover  us  a 
great  way  off,  and  give  even  thofe  Arabs  that  were  about  us,  too  high  an 
opinion  of  our  confequence  ;  they 'were  alfo,  he  obferved,  too  heavy  and  'un¬ 
wieldy,  and  promifed  to  provide  ns  with  proper  ones  in  their  ftead.  He 
had  with  him  feveral  Arabian  merchants,  who  all  joined  in  what  the  Baron 
had  laid.  After  he  had  thus  paffed  his  judgment  on  our  tents,  he  went 
on  examining,  the  other  part  of  our  baggage,  and  could  not  help  fmiling 
at  a  two-wheel  chaife  we  had  brought  with  us,  in  hopes  of  it’s  being 
ufeful  in  our  journey  over  the  Deferl.  We  knew  indeed  that  no  fuch 
thing  was  'uled  in  common  either  in  Turkey  or  Perfia,  yet  as  we  imagined  we 
might  be  able  to  get  horfes  either  at  Bajfora  or  Baghdad,  we  had°  pleafed 
ourfelves  with  the  thoughts  of  being  fometimes  relieved  from  the  Camel’s 
untoward  motion  by  this  means;  and  in  fuch  roads  as  fnould  turn  out 
rugged  or  fandy,  we  had  formed  a  fcheme  of  taking  the  chaife  to  pieces. 
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and  throwing  it  on  a  camel’s  back  *.  We  were  not  quite  clear  as  to  the 
practicability  of  this  fcheme,  but  concluded,  that  at  the  worft,  we  could 
make  a  prefent  of  it  to  Mr.  Shaw  at  Baffbra,  to  whom  we  flattered  ourfelves 
it  might  be  acceptable,  having  heard  that  Mr.  Dorrel,  his  predeceffor,  had 
made  ufe  of  a  two-wheel  chaife  at  that  place.  The  Arabs  feemed  greatly 
furprized  at  the  conllruction  of  this  vehicle,  and  many  of  them  with  much 
pleafantry,  placed  themfelves  in  the  feat  of  it.  We  hoped  that  the  Baron 
himfelf  might  be  prevailed  upon  to  accept  of  the  chaife,  though  from  the 
rugged  appearance  of  the  whole  Aland,  there  was  but  little  reafon  to  expedt 


From  the  chaife,  the  Baron  call  an  eye  on  fome  other  things  we  had 
brought,  and  talked  of  making  a  ftill  greater  alteration,  but  faid,  he  would 
let  that  alone  till  after  the  arrival  of  the  Sheick  from  Grane.  He  approved 
much  of  our  fufils,  bayonets,  and  piftols,  as  well  as  of  the  canvas  and  lea¬ 
ther-portmanteaus,  which  we  had  procured  to  be  made  on  board  the  Grab, 
in  lieu  of  common  wooden  trunks.  He  advifed  us  to  take  no  finery  with 
us,  efpecially  no  gold  or  filver  lace,  but  to  appear  as  plain  as  poflible ;  to 
make  our  journey  in  the  habit  of  Turkijh  janizaries,  for  as  the  Arabs  well 
knew  thole  gentlemen  not  to  be  rich,  we  might  probably  go  on  in  this  dif- 
guife  with  little  interruption.  Our  camp-tables  and  ftools,  according  to  the 
Baron's  plan,  were  to  go  no  farther,  and  our  clafp-cots  were  to  be  fent 
back  alfo  to  Bombay,  as  being  of  no  kind  of  ufe  in  our  future  journey,  iince 
we  muft  fieep  on  the  ground.  Had  we  been  fo  fortunate  as  to  have  met 
with  fo  able  a  counfellor  either  at  Calcutta  or  Bombay ,  it  would  have  faved  us 
at  lead:  two  hundred  and  fifty  pounds  fterling :  but  what  was  pad  could 
not  be  recalled,  and  I  have  now  only  to  wilh,  that  our  miflakes  in  this  re- 
fpect  may  be  of  advantage  to  future  travellers. 

Baron  Knipbaufen  is  a  Pruffum  by  birth,  brother  to  the  late  Embaf- 
fador  of  that  name  at  London,  of  a  middle  age,  and  was  formerly  in  his 
PruJJian  majefty’s  fervice,  but  from  fome  difguft  left  it,  and  ferved  as  a  lieu¬ 
tenant  in  a  regiment  of  French  dragoons.  He  afterwards  went  to  the  Eajl 
Indies ,  and  was  appointed  refident  to  the  Dutch  company  at  Bajjbra,  where 
he  unluckily  fell  into  a  difpute  with  the  Lurkifi  government,  the  particulars 
of  which  are  as  follow. — -The  Baron  one  morning  received  a  meffage,  that 
the  governor  defired  to  fpeak  with  him  :  he  kaftened  to  the  palace,  and 
according  to  cuftom  fat  in  the  outer  room,  among  fome  of  the  Agas  of  the 
court.  A  fervant  having  been  fent  in  to  acquaint  the  governor  that  the 
Baron  was  waiting  in  obedience  to  his  commands,  brought  for  anfwer, 

*  We  afterwards  forely  repented  that  we  had  not  taken  the  chaife  with  as. 

f  Non  eft  aptus  equis  Ithaca:  locus,  ut  neque  planis 
Porreftas  fpatiis,  neque  juultyj  prodigus  herba:. 

Hor.  Epift.  Lib,  t. 


that 
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that  his  mailer  was  not  ready  to  receive  him.  Not  long  after,  another 
fervant  came  out,  and  defired  him  to  walk  into  an  inner  apartment ;  which 
he  had  no  fooner  done,  but  an  officer  there  in  waiting  abruptly  told  him, 
that  he  was  his  prifoner.  The  Baron  was  exceedingly  furprized,  and  enqui¬ 
ring  into  the  reafon  of  his  being  treated  in  fuch  a  manner,  was  anfwered, 
that  “  it  was  for  being  criminal  with  ‘turkifh  women,  and  defrauding  the 
Government  of  it’s  cuftoms.”  He  infilled  on  the  proofs  being  produced ; 
but  was  only  told  in  general  that  both  the  charges  were  well  fupported,  and 
that  from  henceforward  he  was  to  look  upon  himfelf  as  in  prifon.  He  then 
demanded  a  fair  trial,  but  that  favour  was  refufed  him.  He  remained 
confined  for  feveral  days,  and  during  the  whole  time,  perfons  were  em¬ 
ployed  to  perfuade  him  to  accommodate  matters  with  a  film  of  money. 
This,  he  for  a  while  abfolutely  refufed  to  do,  demanding  the  proofs,  and 
complaining  loudly  of  his  ill  treatment.  Some  days  had  now  paired  away,, 
and  the  Baron  having  made  no  overture  of  a  pecuniary  compromife,  the 
*  Mufti  (who  in  this  country  is  both  prieft  and  judge)  was  fent  for,  and  de¬ 
fired  to  declare  what  punifhment  the  law  denounced  againft  an  Infidel  who 
ffiould  prefume  to  lie  with  a  Mahometan  woman  ?  He  replied,  “  heath.” — 
He  was  then  told,  that  there  was  a  certain  perfon  now  in  prifon,  who  was. 
undoubtedly  guilty  of  this  crime,  and  that  he  (the  Mufti)  had  been  fent 
for  to  pafs  fentence  upon  him  in  form,  in  writing,  and  under  his  own  fig- 
nature.  He  honeftly  replied,  that  he  could  not  poffibly  do  it,  ’till  he  had 
feen  the  prifoner,  heard  what  the  witneffes  had  to  fay,  and  was  fully  fatisfied1 
in  his  own  mind  of  the  truth  of  the  charge  laid  againft  him.  Thefe  forma¬ 
lities,  he  was  told,  ought  to  be  difpenfed.  with  on  the  prefent  occafion,  for 
it  was  as  clear,  as  the  light  at  noon-day,  that  the  prifoner  was  guilty.  It 
was  intimated  alfo  to  him,  that  the  governor  had  not  the  lealt  intention  to 
take  away  the  Baron’s,  life,  but  his  foie  defign  in  confining  him,  was  to- 
frighten  him,  and  if  poffible  amend  him  by  making  him  to  pay  down  a: 
large  fum  for  his  pardon.  The  venerable  and  upright  Mufti  begged  to  be 
excufedfrom  having  any  hand  in.  fuch  a  bufinefs,  declaring  it. 'to  be  his 
duty  to  fit  as  a  juft  and  uncorrupt  judge,  and  that  as  the  law  gave  the  pri* 
foner  a  right  to  a-  fair  and  impartial,  try al,  he  certainly  ffiould  have  it.  at  all: 
events.  • 

The  affair  flood  thus  in  fufpenfe  for  a  little  time,  when  the  Baron  was: 
informed  of  ferae  underhand  dealings  of  Mynheer  ***********  his  fecond, 
which  made  him  refolve  immediately  to  compromife  matters  with  the  ‘T.urkijb' 
government.  He  fent  therefore’  for  the  proper  officer,  and  defired  to  know 
what  was-  the  fum  required  for.  his  releafe?.  and  whether  he.  would  favour 


*  What  the  Muftis 

There  is  a  great  diirei  .  .  ....  _ 

jrieil  and  judge,  whereas  the  latter 


Turty,  the  Sheicki-Salemzre in  Perfid,  and  th  elmimms  in  Amlin  * 
Sheick-Solm  and  a  common  Sheui.  The  former  is  both. 
meaDs.no.  more  than,  the.  father  of  the  family,  or  people,. 
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him  with  his  good  offices  for  an  accommodation  ?  The  Turk  readily  promised 
his  belt  abidance,  but  faid,  he  feared  it  would  not  be  lets  than  one'hundred 
thoufand  rupees.  The  Baron  demurred,  and  complained  heavily  of  the 
enormous  fum  that  was  fixed,  but  all  his  complaints  were  to  no  manner  of 
purpofe.  At  laft,  he  told  the  Turk,  he  would  chat  evening  pay  down  his 
all,  amounting  to  fifty  thoufand  rupees,  Itay  in  Before  only  the  next  day, 
and  depart  in  a  Butch  fliip  the  day  following ;  but  as  by  this  ftep,  his 
fecond  would  be  fure  to  fucceed  to  the  refidency,  the  governor  might,  if 
he  pleafed,  demand  a  complimentary  loan  from  him  of  thirty  thouland 
rupees,  and  make  up  the  remaining  twenty  out  of  the  private  fortune  of 
the  Banian,  who  was  employed  in  doing  the  bufmefs  of  the  Dutch  faftorv 
here,  and  with  whole  condud  in  the  prefent  difpute,  the  Baron  had  great 
reafon  to  be  difpleafed.  The  hint  was  relifhed  and  accepted ;  the  Baron 
was  immediately  ufhered  into  one  of  the  bell:  rooms  of  the  Seraglio,  where 
the  governor  and  his  Agas  were  fitting,  the  money  was  fen:  for,  and  paid 
down,  and  the  prifoner  fet  at  liberty.  The  Butch  fecond,  and  other  Euro¬ 
pean  gentlemen  were  in  company  together,  when  they  firft  heard  of  the 
Baron’s  enlargement.  The  fecond  immediately  waited  upon  him,  and  was 
very  inquifitive  to  know  the  terms  of  his  deliverance,  but  received  no 
fatisfadory  anlwer-,  the  Baron  only  coldly  telling  him,  that  he  Ihould  the 
next  day  embark  for  Batavia,  where  he  would  account  for  the  whole  of 
his  condud',  and  there  only. 

Mynheer  ***********  was  now  looked  upon  as  chief  or  refident,  and  re¬ 
ceived  the  ufual  compliments  on  the  occafion.  He  was  lent  for  to  court, 
and  befides  being  congratulated  by  the  governor  and  all  his  Agas  on  his 
new  promotion,  he  was  honoured  with  a  rich  Pelife,  or  fiilt  velt  lined  with 
ermine.  He  went  home  in  the  higheft  fpirits,  and  without  doubt  hugged 
himfelf  in  the  fuccefs  of  the  day.  But  how  foon  did  the  feene  change  ! 
that  very  afternoon,  a  meffenger  was  difpatched  to  him  from  the  gover¬ 
nor,  with  a  demand  of  thirty  thoufand  rupees.  He  was  aftonifhed  at  the 
unlooked  for  tidings;  he  raved,  curfed  and  fwore;  refufed  to  pay  the 
money,  and  infilled  upon  being  told  why  it  was  required  of  him.  The 
meffenger  dryly  told  him,  that  it  was  but  a  neceffary  compliment  to  the 
governor,  from  a  man  who  had  fo  lately  received  fuch  honours,  and  who 
had  fo  fortunately  gotten  into  poffeffion  of  a  poll  of  fuch  conlequence.  Upon 
this,  he  flew  to  the  Baron,  who  referred  him  to  others  for  better  advice 
than  he  could  give  him.  He  afterwards  repaired  to  the  Seraglio,  to  com¬ 
plain  of  his  ill^ufage,  but  here  too  he  met  with  no  redrefs  :  the  thirty 
thoufand  rupees  were  paid  down,  and  fo  were  the  twenty  thoufand  by  the 
Banian. 

The  day  following,  the  Baron  embarked ;  but  he  was  no  Iboner  on  board, 
than  he  received  a  meffage  from  the  governor,  inviting  him  to  come  back 
again,  with  affurances  of  his  protedion,  and  readinefs  to  receive  from 
him  any  complaint  he  had  to  make  againft  any  other  European  gentlemen. 

E  e  2  The 
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The  Baron  confidering  that  the  money  was  gone,  and  that  he  fhould  after- 
1758.  wards  be  as  liable  to  infult  and  impofition  as  he  had  been  already,  declined 
the  invitation,  and  immediately  failed  for  the  little  ifle  of  Karec,  where  he- 
fafely  landed  :  having  attentively  furveyed  the  fpot,  he  at  that  time  laid 
the  plan  (in  conjun&ion  with  the  Shack  of  Bundarick)  of  what  he  after¬ 
wards  executed  with  fo  much  fuccefs.  He  carried  a  letter  from^the  Sheick, 
addreffed  to  the  general  and  council  at  Batavia ,  in  which  he  offered  to  put 
the  Butch  in  poffefiion  of  the  illand,  and  to  furrender  up  to  them  his  right 
of  fovereignty.  However,  before  the  Baron  left  Kara,  he  took  care  to 
difpatch  a  meffenger  acrofs  the  Befert  to  the  Butch  embaffador  at  Confian - 
tinofle,  complaining  of  the  violation  of  treaties,  and  of  the  affront  which,, 
had  been  offered  to  all  European  powers,  by  his  late  unjuft  imprifonment. 
He  moreover  defired  the  embaffador  to  apply  to  the  Grand  Vizier,  that  the 
Butch  might  have  liberty  to  refent  the  governor  of  Bajfora’ s  behaviour,  and; 
that  they  might  alfo  have  leave  to  fettle  upon  the  illand.  Both  theft  re- 
quefts  were  complied  with,  and  the  meffenger  made  his  way  back  again  to, 
Karec,  before  the  Baron  returned '  from  Batavia. 

When  the  government  of  Bajfora . found,  that  the  Baron  could'  not  be  pre^ 
yailed  on  to  come  back  to  that  place,  they  prefently  drew  up  a  letter  of 
complaint  againft  him  to  the  general  and  council  at  Batavia  in  the  moft 
exaggerating  terms,,  but  at  the  fame  time  took  care  not  to  mention  a  fyilable 
of  the  100,000  rupees.  The  governor,  and  all  the  principal  people  of  his 
court,  figned  the  letter,  the  honed  -Mufti  excepted.  It  was  immediately 
fent  away  to  Mr.  Bouglas  at  Gombroon,  who  was  to,  deliver  it  to  the 
Butch  agent  there,  and  this  laft  gentleman  was  requefted  to  ufe  his. 
utmoft  diligence  in  forwarding  it  to  Batavia.  Th e  Baron,  who  fortunately 
knew  of  this  ftep,  went  himfelf  to  Gombroon,  and  embarked  on  board  the  very 
fhip  in.  which  the  letter  was  fent.;  confequently  he  got  to- Batavia  in  proper, 
time  to  reply  to  every  arti.cle  of  complaint  that  was  exhibited  againft  him. 
This  he  did  to  the  entire  fatisfaftion  of  the  general  and  council ;  to  whom 
he  now  propofed  his  fcheme  of  making  a  fettlement  at  Karec,  and  thereby- 
putting  their  company’s  affairs  in  the  Perfian  gulph  on  a  more  advantageous 
footing  than  ever..  This  being  approved,  of  by  them,  he  failed  from 
Batavia  with,  two  {hips  and  fifty  men,  and  took  poffefiion  of  Karec, 
the  whole  of  whofe  inhabitants  at  that  time  confided  only  of  about  one 
hundred  poor  fifhermen,. 

As  he  had  brought  but  few  materials  with  him,  and  as  the  government- 
at  Batavia  was  very  flow  in,  fending  him  the  fu.ccours  they  had  promifed,. 

•  he  was  at  firft  driven  to  great  (traits  in  endeavouring  to  eftablifh  his  new. 
colony.  At  laft,  he  hit  upon  the  expedient  of  fending  for  workmen  from 
Perjia  and.  Arabia,  and  with  their  afliftance  built  a.  little  compadt  fort,, 
fufficiently  ftrong  againft  any  of  the  country  powers,  and  capable  of  defend-- 
ing  itfelf  againft  any  fhips  in  India,  except  thofe  belonging  to  our  Eaft  India- 
company..  The  want,  of  materials  indeed,  and.  of  a  fuffkient  number  of- 
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workmen,  was  not  the  only  difficulty  the  Baron  had  at  firft  to  ftruggle  with;  175^- 
for  at  his  coming  on  the  coaft,  he  had  the  mortification  to  hear  that  his  old  ' — v—- 
friend  the  Shack  of  Bunderick  had  been  murdered  by  his  fecond  fon,  and 
that  this  unnatural  villain  having  ufurped  the  fovereignty,  threatened  de- 
ftruction  to  him  and  his  intended  enterprize.  No  way  intimidated  however 
with  thefe  threats,  he  made  good  his  landing,  and  began  and  perfected  his 


This  eftablifhment  at  Karec,  was  only  a  part  of  the  Baron’s  fcheme. 
There  was  fomething  befides,  which  from  the  beginning  he  had  never 
once  loft  fight  of,  the  reimburfing  himlelf,  at  the  expence  of  the  Turkijh 
government,  the  50,000  rupees  which  had  been  fo  unjuftly  taken  from 
him  at  Bajfora.  For  this  purpofe,  he  kept  his  fhips  in  conftant  readi- 
nefs  to  put  to  fea,  and  in  the  months  of  April  and  May,  when  he  knew 
the  rich  Turkifi  vefiels  would  be  coming  from  the  gulph,  he  ordered 
two  of  his  fhips  (for  he  had  by  this  time  fitted  up  a  third)  to  cruize  at  the 
entrance  of  Bajfora  river,  and  not  to  fuffer  any  veflels  to  pafs  without 
examination.  Thefe  orders  the  captains  of  his  two  cruizers  molt  punctually 
fulfilled,  and  moreover  frequently  landed  in  their  boats,  and  took  away 
oxen,  ftieep,  goats,  and  all  other  forts  of  provifion,  from  the  fhore.  While 
the  Baron's  two  fhips  were  thus  commencing  hoftilities  in.  the  mouth  of 
Bajfora  river,  two  Turkijh  vefiels,  very  richly  laden,  touched  at  Karec 
for  pilots,  and  to  enquire  into  the  caufe  of  the  Dutch  commanders 
conduft,  as  reported  to  them  in  their  paflage  up  the  gulph.  The  Baron 
entertained  the  ‘Turkifh  captains  in  the  molt  polite  manner,  and  took  care 
to  furnifh  them  with  every  thing  that  could  contribute  either  to  the  refrefh- 
ment  of  their  fhips  crews,  or  their  own  amufement.  He  pretended  alfo  to 
find  great  fault  with  the  hoftilities  committed  by  his  two  cruizers,  and  was 
politic  enough  to  perfuade  the  T wkijh  commanders  not  to  depart  from  Karec, 
until  the  return  of  his  own  captains,  when,  faid  he,  you  yourfelves  fhall  be 
witnefles  of  their  being  brought  to  a  proper  account  for  their  paft  beha¬ 
viour.  He  was  all  this  while  however  very  uneafy  at  his  own  untoward 
fituation  ;  being  doubtful  whether,  in  fpite  of  all  his  art,  thefe  two 
fhips  might  not  by  fome  accident  or  other  be  alarmed,  and  make  their 
way  back  again  out  of  the  gulph.  He  could  not  but  reflect  too,  that  he 
had  no  force  with  him  at  prefent  capable  of  preventing  it,  there  being 
but  one  fhip  left  at  Karec,  poorly  manned,  and  ftill  worfe  commanded ; 
and  the  two  Turkijh  veflels  carried  at  leaft  two  hundred  and  forty  men,  with 
guns  in  proportion.  Add  to  this,  that  he  was  in  daily,  almoft  in  momentary 
expectation  of  his  enemy,  the  Sheick  of  Buniarick,  fending  over  his  Tran- 
key  s,  filled  with  foldiers,  to  the  afliftance  of  the  Turks.  In  this  dilemma, 
he  wifhed  only  for  an  opportunity  of  calling  in  his  cruizers,  but  at  the  fame 
*time  defpaired  of  finding  any.  Luckily  for  him,  at  this  very  critical 
conjuncture,  the  matter  of  a  Trankey,  bound  to  Bajfora,  applied  to  him 
for  a  pafs  ;  the  Turkijh  captains  feconded  the  requeft,  the  pafs  was  granted, 
and  an  order  was  fent  with  it  to  the  commanding  officer  for  the  immediate 
1  return. 
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return  of  the  cruizers.  In  two  or  three  days  they  appeared,  to  the  no  fmall 
joy  of  the  Baron.  And  now,  the  Turks,  who  before  were  prevented  from 
failing  bv  what  they  thought  prudential  reafons,  were  to  their  inexpreflible 
furpnze/  compelled  to  ftav  by  force.  The  hoftilities  committed  by  the  two 
cruizers  at  the  mouth  of  the  river,  had  given  the  government  at  Baffora.  the 
moft  fcnfible  alarm  ;  but  how  greatly  was  it  increafed,  when  the  news  arrived 
of  the  Bareli s  having  detained  the  two  rich  fhips,  which  they  had  been 
anxiouflv  expecting  from  Surat  /  They  immediately  wrote  to  him,  offering 
to  pay  back  the  100,000  rupees,  and  in  ail  other  refpects  to^come  to  an 
amicable  accommodation.  The  terms  were  readily  accepted  of,  the  money 
was  paid,  and  the  government  of  Bajjora,  and  the  Baron  (who  generoudy 
reimburfed  Mynheer  ***********  and  the  Banian  their  fhare),  have  continued 
on  a  friendly  footing  ever  fince. 

Having  circumftantially  given  the  particulars  of  the  Baron's  hiftory  rela¬ 
tive  to.  his  firft  fettling  at  Karec,  1'lhall  fubjoin  a  defeription  of  the  ftate  of 
that  little  ifland,  at  the  time  of  our  arrival.  The  fort  is  a  fquare,  built 
of  (tone,  with  four  baftions,  each  of  which  hath  eight  guns  mounted  upon 
it-,  fix  of  thefe  were  in  the  two  faces,  and  the  others  were  fo  contrived  as  to 
flank  the  two  curtains.  Before  the  gate,  facing  the  fea,  was  a  battery  or 
ravelin,  with  twelve  guns  mounted,  from  fix  to  eighteen  pounders.  There 
were  alfo  thirty  or  forty  more  of  various  fizes  lying  upon  the  ground,  for 
•want  of  carriages.  This  irregularity  in  the  weight  of  cannon,  was  owing  to 
■the  Baron’s  being  obliged  to  get  them  as  he  could  from  different  fhips,  and 
.at  feveral  times.  An  efplanade  alfo  extended  itfelf  about  zoo  yards,  be¬ 
yond  which,  they  had.  juft  finilhed  fome  houfes  for  Europea?is  to  dwell  in, 
and  a  wall,  which  joined  to  thofe  houfes.  This  wall,  it  was  defigned, 
fliould  hereafter  be  continued  from  fea  to  fea,  as  a  fecurity  to  the  fort  and 
the  inhabitants  within.  It  ran  nearly  north-weft  and  fouth-eaft. — The  fort 
was  garrifoned  with  an  hundred  European  foldiers.  There  was  alfo  a  trian¬ 
gular  baftion  .at  the  north- weft  end  of  the  ifland,  mounted  with  fix  guns ; 
two  "of  thefe  pointed  towards  the  fea,  two  to  the  {bore,  and  the  other  two  were 
10  flank  the  intended  curtain-wall  of  the  town.  About  mid-way  between 
this  north  weft  point  and  the  fort,  there  was  a  fmall  pier-head  of  ftone- 
work,  defigned  to  protea  a  little  haven,  whither  all  the  T'rankeys,  Callivats , 
and  Feluccas  run,  when  the  fouth  wind  blows  hard,  and  where  they  lay  in 
'perfed  fecurity.  In  this  haven  we  faw  two  or  three  armed  Gallivats ,  with 
fix  or  eight  carriage  guns,  which  is  fuperior  to  any  force  the  Turks  or  their 
neighbours  have  in  thefe  feas.  Upon  the  whole,  the  Baron  had  made  a 
Yurprizing  progtefs  for  the  little  time  he  had  been  upon  the  ifland,  and  it 
plainly  appeared  to  us,  that  he  intended  to  make  it  a  very  ftrong  and 
wealthy  place. 

In  the  middle  of  this  ifland,  are  very  high  hills,  which  abound  with  a 
variety  of  {hells.  Some  fragments  torn  from  their  fides,  gave  us  an  op¬ 
portunity  of  difeovering  feveral  yards  under  the  furface,  an  aftonilhing 

quantity 
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quantity  of  oyfler,  fcallop,  cockle,  lamprey,  barnicle,  and  other  {hells.  1758. 
The  common  tree  here,  is  the  Banian-,  but  none  of  the  limbs  yield  thofe  a 

luxuriant  {hoots  which  go  downwards,  and  fix  themfelves  in  the  ground,  as 
at  Gombroon,  and  Fort  St.  David. — The  lavender-cotton  Ihrub  is  found  here 
in  great  plenty.  Here  are  alfo  partridges,  wild  pidgeons,  wood-peckers, 
many  kinds  of  fmall  birds,  befides  gulls,  Zsc.  near  the  lea. 


Pearl  oyfters  have  been  found  near  this  ifland,  but  as  they  lie  in  conGder- 
able  depths,  not  lefs  than  13  or  14  fathom  water,  the  divers  (who  were  not 
very  expert  at  the  bufinefs)  had  not  met  with  much  fuccefs,  at  the  time  we 
were  there.  Some  pearls  of  confiderabie  value  however  had  been  found, 
particularly  one,  very  handfome  and  large,  which  the  Baron  was  fo  polite 
as  to  prefent  to  Mr.  Doidge.  It  had  a  Lufus  Nature  upon  it,  ftrongly  re* 
fembling  the  face  of  a  human  foetus  in  the  early  months  of  pregnancy. 


The  Baron  was  very  inquifitive  about  the  diving-bell,  and  fome  other 
late  difcoveries  made  in  England,  for  enabling  men  to  keep  a  long  while 
under  water  ;  and  defired  Mr.  Doidge  to  think  of  him  on  this  article.  He 
gave  me  alfo  a  commifilon  to  buy,  and  fend  him  out  from  England  the 
following  books  and  inftruments,  viz. 


•  - - — - Oeconomique  J 

Cours  de  la  fcience  Militaire  par  Bardette  de  Vilfeneuve. 
Oeuvres  de  Voltaire  ~i 

•  - Boileau  / 

- Regnard  VToutest 

- Requierf 


— Vertot  A 


L’Hiftoire  d’Angleterre  par  Rapin. 

L’Hiftoire  de  France  qu’on  Jugera  la  meilleure.' 

Lettres  de  Guy  Patin. 

Oeuvres  de  Cyrano  de  Bergerac. 

Toutes  fortes  de  Voyages  particuliers,  entre  autres  d’Ethiopie,  d'AbylTinie, 
&•  Nubie. 

Memoires  et  Voyages  du  Chevalier  d’Ervieux. 

Toutes  fortes  de  Memoires  inftruftives,  ou  amufantes. 

Toutes  les  Oeuvres  du  Marquis  d’Argens. 

Hiftoire  Generale  des  Voyages  in  4 to  les  12  tomes,  6c  ceux  qu; 
fuivent. 

La  Mothe  le  Vayer. 

Anecdotes  de  la  Cour  de  Philippe  Augufte ;  &  autres  de  cette  forte. 
Lettres  edifiantes  &  curieufes. 

Defcription  de  l’Amerique  par  le  Pere  Labat. 

Defcription  d’Afrique. 


Toutes 
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The  above  catalogue  is  exactly  copied  from  the  Baron’s  original  com- 
miffion,  and  inferred  as  a  fpecimen  of  that  gentleman’s  ingenuity  and  turn-: 
of  mind.  He  was  pleafed  afterwards  to  add  to  the  catalogue  feveral  me¬ 
chanical  inftruments  •,  as  Captain  Tovefs  new  inftrument  for  levelling  can¬ 
non,  &c.  and  any  other  invention  for  the  bomb.  Any  new-invented  optical 
inftruments,  being  improvements  on  the  telefcope,  microfcope,  or  common 
eye-glafs.  And  fuch  other  inftruments  as  tended  to’  illuftrate  any  art  or 
fcience,  or  could  be  of  fervice  to  him  in  his  new  fettlement- 

Thefe  feveral  articles  were  to  be  fent  to  him  by  one  of  our  India  fhips,  or 
by  fome  veflel  bound  to  Scanderoon  ;  and  from  thence  to  be  fent  to  Aleppo,. 
configned  to  the  care  of  the  Engti/b  or  Dutch  conful  at  that  place.  On  my 
arrival  in  London ,  this  cotntniflion  of  the  worthy  Baron ,  was  punftually  exe¬ 
cuted,  and  difcharged  out  of  a  fum  of  money,  which  he  had  advanced  to. 
Mr.  Doidge. 

Not  far  from  Grant  is  an  ifland  called  Bareert  or  Baharen,  where  at  certain1 
known  depths,  divers  go  down  to  the  bottom  of  the  fea,  and  come  up  again- 
with  their  veflels  filled  with  frefh  water.  The  faft  is  indifputable  :  I  had  it. 
from  the  Baron,  and  feveral  Arabian  merchants  who  lived  near  the  ifland 
confirmed  the  truth  of  it.  The  frefh  water  is  found  in  holes  or  little  natu¬ 
ral  wells,  fome  fathoms  below  the  furface  of  the  fea.  The  Arabs  have 
certain  marks  on  the  ifland,  to  teach  them  where  to  dive  for  the  frefh  water 
holes.  One  of  the  merchants  allured  us,  that  he  himfelf  difcovered  a. 
ipring  upon  the  fhore,  ferving  one  of  thefe  wells  5  that  he  put  a  bit 
of  a  heavy  ftick  into  it,  and  in  two  or  three  days  afterwards,  a  diver- 
brought  it  to  him  from  the  bottom  of  one  of  the  holes.  It  is  worthy  of 
remark  alfo,  that  through  all  the  Perfian  gulph,  the  fpring  water  of  the 
iflands  is  much  better  than  that  which  is  found  upon  the  continent;  and. 
the  water  neareft  the  fea  in  the  iflands,  has  greatly  the  advantage  over  that, 
which  is  found  in  the  middle  parts..  This  obfervation.  of  the  inferiority  of 
the  water  upon  the  continent,  holds  good  however,  only  reflecting  that 
part  of  it  which  is  near  the  fea ;  for  about  12  miles  up  the  countryf  both, 
on  the  Perfian  and  Arabian  fide  of  the  gulph,  the  water  is  very  good. 

To. 


Toutes  fortes  de  Romans  bien  eerits,  foit  Franfois,  foit  Anglois  traduits. 
en  Francois. 

Don  Quichotte,  et  toutes  ks  Oeuvres  de  Cervantes. 

Diftionnaire  Francois  et  Anglois ;  ec  Anglois  et  Francois ;  ayec  une  bonne 
Grammaive. 

Quelques  bons  et  nopveaux  Livres  fur  l’Artillerie,  la  Fortification,  et: 
Attaques  des  Places ;  de  meme  fur  la  Marine,  et  la  Conftrudtion  des  V^ifTeaux. 

Ditto,  Sur  1’Arcbitefture,  et  ies  Mechaniques,  et  Phifique  experimentale ; 
enfin,  tous  les  Livres  que  vous  jugerez  m’ecre  utiles. 
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In  the  diftrict  of  Dedtjht  near  Bebaim,  in  the  province  of  Pegfeai  (or 
Cokehum)  in  Perfia,  is  a  black  Bitumen ,  extracted  from  a  rock^  which 
is  looked  upon  as  a  fpecific  in  reuniting  fractured  bones.  The  Baron  gave  me 
two  little  canilters  of  it;  and  the  directions  I  received  for  ufing  it,  were, 
“  Take  half  a  drachm  of  the  Bitumen ,  and  melt  it  over  the  fire,  mixed 
with'  an  ounce  of  oil  :  when  thefe  are  well  incorporated,  rub  the  broken 
part  with  them  quite  warm,  and  in  all  other  refpefls  treat  the  fracture  ac¬ 
cording  to  the  common  rules  of  furgery.  The  patient  is  alfo  to  take  a  pill 
of  it  inwardly  three  or  four  times  a  day.”  Mr.  Alves,  an  Englijb  furgeon, 
had  made  ufe  of  it  in  a  cafe  where  both  thighs  were  fraftured,  and  affured 
the  Baron  that  no  fever  came  on  during  the  whole  rime  of  the  cure.  Another 
perfon  allured  the  Baron,  that  having  once  applied  it  to  the  broken  leg  of  a 
fowl,  it  was  able  to  walk  in  twenty-four  hours.  The  rock  yielding  this 
Bitumen  had  formerly  a  guard  placed  over  it,  and  a  very  confiderable  profit 
arofe  therefrom  to  the  governor  of  the  province  ;  but  fince  the  kingdom  of 
Perfia  has  been  rent  in  pieces  by  civil  wars,  it  is  fuppofed  that  this  guard 
has  been  withdrawn,  for  feveral  poor  Perjians,  who  fled  for  protection  to 
Karec ,  brought  a  little  of  this  pitch  along  with  them,  and  offered  it  in  fale 
to  the  Baron.  That  which  he  gave  me,  was  a  prefent  to  him  from  the  go¬ 
vernor  of  the  province  *.  , 

We  were  greatly  difappointed  at  the  long  abfence  of  the  Felucca ,  which 
the  Baron  had  fent  to  Gram,  to  bring  the  Sheick  who  was  to  conduCt  us  over 
the  great  Defers  to  Aleppo  ;  however,  on  the  whole  our  time  palled  away 
not  unpleafantly.  The  mornings  were  generally  fpent  in  making  little  excur- 
lions  to  different  parts  of  the  ifland,  and  our  evenings  in  fupping  with  the 
Baron  at  the  fort.  Here  we  met  with  a  very  agreeable  and  fenlible  gentle¬ 
man,  who  amidft  a  variety  of  other  topics,  gave  us  the  following  account  of 
the  Arabs  and  Perfians. 

“  The  Arabs  Hill  continue  divided  into  Tribes-,  and  out  of  as  many 
of  thefe  as  polfible,  it  will  be  advifable  for  you  to  feleft  the  men  who 
are  to  efcort  you  over  the  Defert ;  for  Ihould  you  happen  to  fall  in  with  a 
body  of  any  of  thole  particular  tribes,  to  which  the  Arabs  who  accompany 
you  belong,  you  may  depend  upon  pafiing  unhurt  and  unmolefted  •,  or  if 
you  meet  with  any  of  their  fcouting  parties,  and  can  prevail  only  on  one 
of  them  to  enter  your  tents,  drink  of  your  cofFee,  eat  rice,  or  any  thing 
befides,  you  will  then  be  fafe  from  any  infult  either  by  them  or  their 
brethren ;  it  being  an  invariable  maxim  with  them,  “  never  to  moleft 
thofe  Jlratigers  they  have  once  eaten  and  drank  -with,”  looking  upon  it  then  as 
a  breach  of  hofpitality,  and  confequently  as  a  molt  enormous  crime.  Should 
any  of  their  out-lying  detachments  accidentally  fall  in  with  you,  and  inftead  of 

*  Sir  John  Chardin  in  the  fccond  volume  of  his  travels  has  given  an  exa£t  and  ample  ac¬ 
count  of  this  medicine. 

F  f  entering 
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entering  your  tents,  and  partaking  of  your  entertainment,  hurry  back  to 
their  main  body  to  communicate  the  pleafing  intelligence ;  even  in  this  cafe, 
if  "one  of  your  party  can  make  greater  hafte  than  they,  and  join  the  Arab- 
body  firft,'  throw  himfdf  at  the  Sbeick’ s  feet,  and  demand  protection,  you 
may  reft  afiured  of  your  lives  and  property  :  for  another  ftable  maxim  .with 
them  is,  that  “  whefoever  jkall  fiy  to  the  powerful,  and  humbly  implore  affijlance, 
has  a  right  to  receive  it.”  This  point  they  carry  fo  far,  that  were  the 
murderer  of  the  Sheick's  father,  fon,  or  brother,  to  be  the  perfon  fo  pe¬ 
titioning,  he  would  not  be  refilled.  And  what  is  Hill  more  extraordinary, 
this  afiT  of  mercy  is  lure  to  take  place,  although  the  fupplicant.  may  not 
be  able  to  get  quite  up  to  the  perfon  of  the  Sbeick.  If  he  is  only  fo  near 
him,  as  to  be  capable  of  throwing  a  ftick  to,  or  beyond  the  fpot  of 
ground  where  he  happens  to  be,  this  circumftance  lecures  him  from  all 
danger. 

But  though  the  Arabs  are  thus  fcrupulous  in  regard  to  the  rights  of  hof- 
pitality,  yet"  in  other  inftances  they  will  be  found  to  equivocate  as  well 
as  their  neighbours.  The  moil  effectual  way  to  bind  them  is  by  n 
particular  oath  of  theirs,  called  the  Talkuck ;  the  penalty  of  a  non-per¬ 
formance  of  which  is,  that  the  perjured  perfon  fhall  part  with  all  his  wives, 
and  never  cohabit  with  them  again,  until  they  have  been  proftituted  to  other 
men.  The  infamy  and  inconvenience  arifing  from  hence,  is  efteemed  fo 
very  great,  that  you  feldom,  if  ever,  hear  of  this  facred  obligation  being 
broken.  The  wife,  that  has  the  greateft  power  in  a  family,  is  lbe,  who  by 
the  confent  of  the  parents  of  both  parties,  was  firft  married  to  the  young 
man  ;  Ihe  is  early  taught  the  art  of  cookery,  and  takes  the  lead  of  ail  the 
other  wives  in  that  rc-fpeff  ;  Ihe  has  alfo  the  chief  management  of  his  do- 
meltic  affairs ;  nor  can  he  ever  part  with  her,  but  with  the  utmoft  difficulty 
and  inconvenience.” 

The  money  ufed  by  the  Arabs,  are  the  Perftan  and  Indian  Rupees,  In 
one  town  in  Arabia  Felix,  the  government  coins  a  piece  of  filver  fomewhat 
of  the  fbape  of  an  horfefhoe;  fifteen  of  thel'e  amount  to  a  Rupee.  The 
Indian  Rupee  is  worth  forty-fix  Marmoodas,  the  Perftanis  valued  only  at  forty, 
five. 

The  charafter  which  this  gentleman  gave  us  of  the  Perfians  alfo  was  by  no 
means  likely,  to  prejudice  us  in  their  favour.  He  reprefented  them  as  “  a 
deceitful,  treacherous  people  ;  faithlefs  in  their  dealings,  and  lmaddiCted  to 
all  the  little  arts  of  guile  and  faliehood,  that  a  man  muft  be  credulous  to  a 
great  degree,  to  believe  them  even  upon  their  oaths.  Should. one  of  that  na¬ 
tion  fwear  (according  to  the  Perfian  mode)  that  he  will  perform  a  certain 
a&,  on  the  penalty,  we  will  fuppofe,  of  his  fon  Hojfein  being  difhonoured 
by  his  wife  ;  upon  being  detected  of  failing  in  his  engagement,  and  re¬ 
proached  with  the  difhonour  which  is  done  to  his  family  by  his  perjury. 
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he  will  only  laugh  and  fay,  that  he  took  that  oath  at  the  expence  of  another 
Holism,  not  of  his  Jon,  nor  of  any  one  of  that  name,  for  whom  he  had  the 
lea: c  affection.  A  Perjian  is  not  limited  in  the  number  of  his  wives  r  he 
mav  marry  them  for  a  certain  time,  and  at  the  expiration  of  that  period  put 
them  away  it  he  pleafes,  taking  care  however  to  perform  his  marriage  con- 
tracl,  which  always  fecures  to  the  woman  a  return  of  whatever  money  or 
goods  file  brought  with  her,  in  cafe  of  a  divorce.” 

In  Gombroon  if  a  woman  fhall  be  difcovered  to  have  committed  adultery, 
the  hufband  of  that  woman  is  obliged  to  pay  a  fine  co  the  governor,  if 
able  ;  if  not,  the  wife  is  taken  from  him  bv  the  officers  of  jultice,  and  lent 
to  a  common  ftew,  there  to  remain,  ’till  file  has  by  a  repetition  of  the 
fame  crime,  earned  as  much  money,  as  will  difcharge  the  fine  :  after  this 
line  is  returned  to  her  huiband  again,  who  may  keep  her  or  not,  as  he 
thinks  proper.  If  he  chufes  to  part  with  her,  he  muft  exaftly  fulfil  the  mar¬ 
riage  contraft  by  returning  the  fortune  he  received  with  her. 

In  a  vifit  we  made  to  another  gentleman  of  this  ifland,  who  had  the  belt 
opportunities  of  getting  at  the  true  charafter  of  the  late  famous  Phamas 
Kali  Khan,  he  allured  us,  “  that  all  the  hiftories  yet  written  of  him,  were 
very  erroneous.  He  was  not  naturally  cruel  his  ambition  indeed  led  him 
to  empire,  but  he  would  have  been  glad  to  have  governed  mildly.  That 
though  the  two  laft  years  of  his  life  were  attended  with  continual  revolts 
among  his  fubjefts,  at  the  head  of  whom  were  his  own  children,  yet  he 
feldom  put  any  of  them  co  death  ■,  the  punifhment  he  generally  infiifted  was 
that  of  putting  out  their  eyes.  Kuly  Khan  being  once  afked,  why  he  chofe 
this  method  of  treating  his  rebellious  fubjefts,  rather  than  taking  away  their 
lives,  replied,  Becaufe  I  would  have  them  live  on,  eyelefs,  as  lafting  monuments 
of  their  own  villainy,  and  of  my  juftice. 

This  gentleman  alfo  allured  us,  that  Kuli  Khan  had  once  flattered  himlelf 
with  a  vaft  increafe  of  empire  by  a  marriage  with  the  Czarina  of  Mufcovy, 
and  that  he  actually  fent  an  Embajfador  to  Peterfbttrgh  for  that  purpofe : 
though  the  Czarina  fecretiy  defpifed  the  offer  he  made  to  her,  looking  back 
with  Jcorn  on  his  mean  original,  yet  file  took  care  to  demean  herfelt"  with 
much  feeming  refpeft  upon  the  occafion,  and  expreffed  heri'elf  highly  honour¬ 
ed  with  the  Shah’s  propofal,  but  at  the  fame  time  advanced  many  reafons  why 
fne  could  not  poffibly  comply  with  it.  Among  others,  flie  did  not  forget 
to  mention  the  difference  of  their  religion.  Soon  after  the  return  of  his 
embaflador,  the  Perfian  monarch  converfed  often  with  the  fathers  of  the 
three  convents  at  Ifpahan  ;  feemed  very  defirous  of  being  inftrufted  in  the 
fundamentals  of  their  religion,  liftened  to  them  with  great  attention,  and 
threw  out  hints  of  his  becoming  a  Chriftian.  He  ordered  alfo  thele  fathers 
to  fet  about  a  tranfiation  of  the  New  Teftament  into  the  Perfian  language  for 
his  ovvn  immediate  ufe,  which  they  had  very  near  finiflied,  when  his  life 
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was  put  an  end  to  by  four -of  his  own  generals,  who  hare  been  fighting  for 
the  crown  or  throne  of  Perfia  ever  fince. 

The  firft  competitor,  Nauzir  Khan,  hath  already  been  noticed  as  redding 
near  to  Gombroon.— The  fecond,  Kerim  Khan,  is  m  pofieffion  of  Ifpahan,  .and 
Iras  an  army  of  thirty  thouiand  men  under  his  command.  Ihe  third  is 
HaJJeinKhan ,  who  poftefies  the  northern  parts  of  the  kingdom,  and  at  the 
time  we  were  at  Gombroon,  was  faid  to  be  marching  from  the  provinces  near 
the  Caspian  fea  with  a  great  body  of  forces  towards  Ifpahan ;  and  that  he 
carried  with  him  a  prince  of  the  female  line  of  the  great  Shah  Ahbas,  in 
whofe  name  he  founded  his  pretenfions.— -The  fourth  is  Achmet  or  Hamet 
Shah,  governor  of  the  Afghan  or  Pytan  country  ■,  his  views  were  faid  to 
be  confined  to  the  keeping  pofleflion  of  that  province  only,  which  borders 
on  the  territories  of  the  Great  Mogul.  During  our  ftay  at  Karec,  we  re¬ 
ceived  advice,  that  Haffein  Khan  had  obtained  a  fuperiority  over  all  his  rivals-, 
that  his  troops  were  more  numerous,  and  better  difciplined  than  theirs  and. 
that  his  carrying  with  him  a  prince  of  the  royal  blood  had  confiderably  in- 
creafed  the  number  of  his  partifans,  and  given  him  at  leaft  a  (hew.  of  better 
pretenfions  to  the  crown. 

Harriet  Khan  or  Shah,  the  chief  of  th c  Afghans,  according  to  thefe  ad¬ 
vices,  had  juft  before  gained  a  eonfiderable,  tho’  not  a  decifive  viftory  over 
Kerim  Khan.  We  were  now  alfo  given  to  underftand,  that  Nauzir  Khan,  in- 
the  neighbourhood  of  Gombroon  was  become  of  fo  little  confequence,  as  not 
to  be  thought  worthy  of  being  ranked  among  the  competitors  for  the  crown, 
of  Perfia.  So  that  at  this  time  the  four  claimants  were  reduced  to; 
three. 

To  the  fame  gentleman  who  furnifhed  us  with  the  account  of  the; 
nations  bordering  on  the  Perfian  gulph,  we  were  alfo  obliged  for  the; 
following  anecdotes  relative  to  a  late-  maffacre  in  Batavia,  the  chief 
aftors  of  which  furpafled  either  Arabs  or  Perfians ,  in  diffim.ulation  and.1 
cruelty. 

As  all  kinds  of  grain  were  fcarce  at  Ceylon-,  and  as  all  the  fettlements; 
in  India  were  chiefly  fupplied  with  wheat  and  rice  from  Bengal  and  the' 
Malabar  coaft,  it  was  propofed  in  the  Dutch  council,  at  Batavia,  that  a  confi- 
derable  number  of  Chinefe  fliould  be  forcibly  taken  from  the  ifland  of  Java,. 
and  tranfported  to  Ceylon,  in  order  to  cultivate  the  lands,  which  thereby 
would  be  fore  to  produce  great  quantities  of  grain.  This  motion  met.  with 
violent  oppofuion,  and  was  almoft  unanimoufiy  rejefted' ;  feveral  alledging, 
that  it  was  the  height  of  cruelty  and  injuftice  to  force  the  Chinefe,  who;  were 
a  free  people,  into  flavery ;  and  feme  threw  out  hints  that  there  ought  to  be 
methods  taken  to  make  their  affairs  better  rather  than  worfe.  Elated  with  what 
paffed  in  the  council,  the  Chinefe  took  great  liberties,  fpake  freely  of  their  real 
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or  pretended  hardfhips,  and  at  laft  went  fo  far  as  to  infult,  and  commit 
feveral  robberies.  A  council  was  prefently  fummoned  *o  remedy  rhefe 
evils ;  when,  after  much  debate,  it  was  at  laft  reiblved,  that  all  the  va¬ 
grant  Chinefe  flrould  be  feized  and  fent  to  Ceylon ;  but  the  officer,  who 
put  this  order  in  execution,  made  a  fatal  miftake,  for  inftead  of  con¬ 
fining  himfelf  to  vagrants,  he  imprifoned  feveral  of  the  principal  planters 
and  merchants.  During  their  confinement,  many  of  their  fervants  com¬ 
mitted  great  thefts,  and  did  them  confiderable  damage  in  plundering  their 
eftates.  No  fooner  however  were  they  fet  at  liberty,  but  the  l'ervants,  appre- 
henlive  of  their  matters  dilpleafure,  ran  into  the  mountains,  where  they 
committed  great  tiiforders  among  the  native  iflanders,  who  came  to  a  pitched 
battle  with  them,  and  beat  them  back  to  the  Dutch  territories.  Upon  their 
return,  the  ring-leaders  were  punifhed,  and  affairs  were  once  more  put 
upon  a  tolerable  good  footing.  The  Dutch  council  then  thought  it  necef- 
fary  to  make  a  new  law,  by  which  all  the  Cbinefe  were  forbidden  to  have  a 
light  in  their  houfes  after  eight  o’clock  in  the  evening.  This  was  a 
mod  fenfible  mortification  to  people,  who  had  ever  been  accuftomed 
to  fpend  their  evenings  in  the  greateft  feftivity  ;  and  in  fpite  of  this 
reffraint,  they  came  to  a  refolution  of  continuing  their  meetings,  and 
of  increafing  their  mutual  intercourfe  with  one  another.  For  this  pur- 
pole,  they  broke  down  their  partition- walls,  threw  feveral  houfes  into* 
one,  and  kept  up  their  fpirits  as  well  as  men  could  da  who  were  without 
light. 

The  Dutch  were  greatly  alarmed  at  this  behaviour  of  the  Cbinefe 
they  afftmbied  in  council,  and  orders  were  prefently  iffued  for  all  the 
feamen  belonging  to  the  fhips  in  the  port,  to  come  afhore,  to  be 
ftationed  in  the  marine  yard,  where  they  were  locked  up  every  even¬ 
ing,  in  order  to  keep  the  Cbinefe  in  awe,  and  to  a  &  as  occafion  might- 
require.  One  night,  either  through  carelefsnefs  or  defign,  the  gate  of  the 
marine  yard  was  left  open  ;  the  failors  foon  difcovered  it,  and,  enraged 
with  being  kept  fo  long  confined,  they  broke  loofe  like  fo  many  wild' 
beafts,  and  roamed  all  over  the  city,  maffacring  every-  man,  woman,  and 
child,  they  met  with,  to  the  number  of  forty  thoufand. 

The  news  of  this  dreadful  feene  was  foon  brought  to  the  general  ;  but 
alas!  no  remedy  was  to  be  found  !  Prefently  after,  an  officer  was  difpatched 
to  him  in  all  hafte  from  the  prifon  (in  which  were  kept  fifteen  hundred 
Cbinefe ,  defigned  to  be  tranfported  to  Ceylon)  acquainting  him,  that  the  pri- 
foners  were  in  an  uproar,  that  without  immediate  affiftance  he  fhould  not 
be  able  to  keep  them  under,  but  they  would  break  out  and  put  to  death 
all  that  came  in  their  way,  and  that  little  or  no  refittance  could,  be  made  to 
fo  large  a  body  of  men,  conficiering  how  the  Dutch  feamen  and  foldiers 
were  difperfed  through  the  feveral  quarters  of  the  town.  In  anfwcr  to 
this,  the  general  is  faid  to  have  replied,  “  If  that  he  really  the  cafe,  the 
§  prifoners 
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prif oners  ought  to  he  cut  off.”  This  was  a  fufficient  hint  to  the  officer, 
who  took  care  to  fee  the  bloody  aft  perpetrated  without  delay.  Nothing 
more  than  giving  the  above  anfwer,  could  ever  be  proved  againft  the  ge¬ 
neral,  though  he  afterwards  was  accufed  of  being  the  principal  aftor  in  this 
horrid  butchery,  and  was  accordingly  removed  from  his  government,  and 
.  imprifoned,  till  death  fen  him  free. 

On  Friday  the  14th  of  April,  to  our  great  fatisfa&ion,  the  Felucca  returned 
from  Crane,  and  brought  the  long-expedted  Arab.  He  behaved  very  com- 
■  plaifantly,  affuring  us  of  his  belt  affiftance,  and  how  ready  he  was  to  accom¬ 
pany  us  to  Aleppo.  He  thought  it  his  duty  however,  he  laid,  to  acquaint 
us,  that  if  we  undertook  our  journey  at  this  time,  we  fhould  run  great 
rifle  of  being  infulted  by  the  tribe  of  a  powerful  neighbouring  Sheick*, 
-who  having  a  quarrel  among  themfelves,  were  under  no  fort  of  regulation  : 
that  two  perfons  had  been  lately  attacked  by  them,  one  of  whom,  well 
known  by  the  Baron,  was  mortally  wounded,  fie  added,  that  this  day 
was  the  feventh  of  the  Moon,  and  by  letters  received  from  different  places 
it  appeared,  that  the  great  Caravan  for  Aleppo  would  be  near  Grane  on 
the  twentieth,  when  the  camels  from  this  laft  place  were  to  join  it;  that  if 
we  chofe  to  travel  in  company  with  them,  we  might  do  it  with  much  more 
fafety  and  convenience,  than  in  a  fmaller  party  ^  that  the  Caravan  would  be 
only  thirty  days  in  going  from  Grane  to  Aleppo,  and  would  confift  of 
five  thoufand  camels  and  a  choufand  men.  The  whole  of  this  intelligence 
was  of  too  pleafing  a  nature  to  admit  of  our  continuing  long  in  fulpence; 
we  unanimoufiy  agreed  to  join  the  Caravan.  The  Sheick  feemed  delighted 
■with  our  determination,  and  adviled  us  to  leave  Karec  on  the  fifteenth,  that 
we  might  get  to  Grane  in  proper  time;  affuring  us,  that  he  himfelf  would 
return  back  to  Grane  in  a  day  or  two,  to  get  the  camels,  fifr.  ready  for  our 
ufe. 


The  Baron,  after  confuking  with  the  Arab,  determined  that  our  baggage 
fhould  confift  of  the  following  articles.  One  Bengal  tent,  two  Arabian  tents, 
iS  Arabian  bafkets,  which,  one  with  another,  holds  about  24  quart  bottles. 
They  were  to  contain  72  bottles  of  Madeira  wine,  58  of  claret,  54  of  Mango 
fhrub,  15  of  Arrack,  15  of  cyder,  240  pounds  of  bifeuit  or  rufk,  6  hams, 
30  neats  tongues,  27  pieces  of  fliip  beef,  1  chefhire  cheefe,  3 2  pounds  of 
butter,  2  ftnall  jars  of  pickled  Sardinias,  3  quart  bottles  of  oil,  5  of 
vinegar,  2  bottles  of  muftard,  2  bottles  of  powdered  pepper,  20  pounds 
of  powdered  fugar,  8  pounds  of  powdered  fugar-candy,  12  quart  bottles 
of  common  fyrup  clarified  with  whites  of  eggs,  28  pounds  of  onions, 


*  The  Sheick  alluded  to  lives 
Defect,  having  thirty  thoufand  m( 
out  of  the  one  hundred  thoufand, 

:  for  permitting  th s  Pilgrim-Caravam  to  pafs  nimolefted. 


and  is  the  moll:  powerful  of  all  that  live  in  ti 
s  command;  he  receives  fifty' thoufand  .crowt 
yearly  Tent  to  the  Arabs  from  the  Grand Seigoio. 
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The  Baron  took  me  afide,  and  told  me,  by  what  he  could  learn,  the 
price  of  a  camel  at  and  about  Crane ,  was  about  thirty-five  Piajlres,  but 
he  feared  that  we  as  travellers  would  be  obliged  to  pay  for  the  fervice 
only,  more  than  the  camel’s  original  coll ;  but  by  a  calculation  he  had  made, 
he  thought  he  fnould  be  able  to  agree  with  the  Sbeick,  to  provide  us 
with  camels,  and  all  other  neceffaries,  for  about  a  thoufand  or  eleven 
hundred  Piajlres :i.  I  took  upon  me  to  anfwer  for  my  brother  travellers, 
that  we  lhouid  not  have  the  ieaft  objeftion  to  this  fum,  and  defired  the  Baron 
to  fettle  matters  with  the  Arab  upon  this  footing.  . 

The  affair,  agreeable  to  the  Arabian  cuftom,  was  negotiated  between  them 
by  the  mediation  of  a  third  perfon ;  the  Baron  and  the  Sheick  having  no 
immediate  intercourfe  with  each  other.  A  great  deal  of  pompous  folem- 
nity  fat  on  the  face  of  the  Arab,  who  treated  this  bufinefs  as  a  matter  of  the 
uemoft  confequence,  and  by  figns  upon  his  fingers,  made  a  demand  of  two 
thoufand  Piajlres.  The  Baron  in  return  offered  one  thoufand,  and  the  affair 
was  thus  debated  by  figns  from  the  parries,  and  ferious  whifperings  from 
the  mediator,  for  full  half  an  hour;  when  they  parted  rather  abruptly,  the 
Baron  being  greatly  difpleafed  with  the  intended  impofition  of  the  Arab. 
He  told  us  in  the  evening,  that  this  exorbitant  demand  muff  proceed  from 
a.  report  that  we  were  exceedingly  rich  ;  that  he  was  fure  the  crafty  Arab 
had  call  a  wilhful  eye  upon  our  purfes,  and  that  nothing  but  this,  and  the 
hopes  he  ftill  entertained  of  our  being  obliged  to  clofe  with  him,  prevented 
his  acceptance  of  the  offer,  for  the  whole  money  would  be  clear  gain  to  him  ; 
as  we  were  immediately  to  depofit  the  cafh,  and  the  camels  which  he  was  to 
buy  with  it,  would  fell  at  Aleppo  for  more  titan  their  prime  coft.  The  Sheick, 

*  Eight  hundred  piafim  make  one  thoufand  rupees,  .or  one  hundred  and  twenty-five  pounds 
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after  the  negotiation  was  broken  off,  waited  upoh  the  Boren, .and  remon- 
,>  ftrated  after  this  manner.'  “  Ton  uft  me  very  unkindly,  Sir.  1  ray  what  are 
“  thefe  'revellers  to  you?  I  and  my  tribe  have  vein  m  fnenafirp  with  you  for 
«  a  hng  time ,  and  I  could  not  have  expected  ■ that  you  would  thus  have  given 
“  the  preference  to  fir  angers."  The  Baron  was  io  much  out  of  temper  with 
him,  that  he  returned  him  very  little  anfwer,  but  ordered  a  Felucca  to  be 
immediately  got  ready  for  us,  that  the  Arab  might  think  we  were  deter¬ 
mined  to  go  to  Baffora  by  water  in  order  to  join  the  Caravan  there,  where 
we  were  affured  it  would  arrive  in  two  days,  after  its  leaving  Grane.  Our 
fervants  alfo  were  made  to  believe  that  we  Ihould  certainly  proceed  by  water, 
that  the  Arab,  who  probably  would  be  inquifitive  with  them,  might  be 


deprived  of  all  hope  of  c 


r  cojni.ng  up  to  his  demand.  The  Baron 


doled  this  night’s  converfation,  with  the  following  fcnfiblc  obfervation. 
“  In  Europe  perhaps  it  may  feme  times  be  a  proper  maxim  for  people  to  defire  io  be 
“  thought  rich  ;  but  in  this  part  of  the  world,  alljhov.M  endeavour  to  be  ejlcemed 
“  poor,  for  the  fuppofed  rich  man  -will  ever  be  impofid  upon,  and  it  is  out  of 
“  his  power  to  prevent  it.  Gentlemen's  fervants  have  alfo  a  peculiar  vanity  in 
“  exaggerating  the  i wealth  of  their  mafiers,  and  thereby  often  put  them  to  an 
“  extraordinary  expence ." 


While  things  remained  in  fufpenfe,  as  to  the  Arab,  vie  took  frequent  op¬ 
portunities  of  vifiting  our  fevcral  friends  upon  the  ifland,  particularly  Mr. 
and  Mrs.  Bofman,  in  whofe  gardens  we  palled  fome  hours  very  agreeably, 
andfmoked  the  Galloon  and  Kerim  Can*,  pipes  which  are  ufed  by  the  gentle¬ 
men  here,  in  the  fame  manner  as  the  Hooka  is  in  Bengal.  The  common, 
people  on  Karec,  like  thofe  in  India,  fmoke  the  Hubble-Bubble,  which  is 
made  of  a  Cocoa-nut  fhell,  and  a  Bamboo  joint.  In  all  thefe  pipes  the  fmoke 
pafles  through  water  before  it  enters  the  mouth,  and  is  thereby  very  cool. 
The  tobacco  of  Perfta  voo  is  of  a  mild  kind,  which  being  conveyed  in  great 
quantities  to  India,  is  there  made  into  a  pafte  with  fugar,  feented  ingre¬ 
dients,  and  rofe-water,  and  thus  fmoking  is  made  agreeable  to  perfons,  who 
otherwife  would  diflike  it.  The  Hooka  (the  form  of  which  is  not  inelegantly 
fhewn  in  the  annexed  plate)  is  conltru&ed  upon  the  fame  principles  as  the 
Calloon,  Kerim-Can,  and  Hubble-Bubble.  It  is  indeed  of  a  different  fhape 
from  the  three  laft,  but  will  ferve  to  give  a  competent  idea  of  all  the  pipes 
that  are  ufed  throughout  Afia. 

In  the  evening  of  the  idth,  Mr.  Doidge  learned  from  Enfign  Robingfon, 
that  the  Baron,  fince  the  exorbitant  demand  of  the  Aral,  had  been  exceed¬ 
ingly  uneafy,  and  very  thoughtful  upon  our  account.  “  He  wilhed  (laid  the 
“  enfign)  to  have  facilitated  your  journey ;  but  as  fo  much  time  has  already 

*:)een  and  the  whole  fcheme  of  going  by  Grane  is  likely  to  prove 


■  perhaps  from  the  word 
<!  abortive, 


l 


[  225  ] 

“  abortive,  I  am  very  fure  he  would  be '  greatly  pl'eafcd  if  you  fpared  1758. 
“  his  delicacy  fo  far  as  to  make  the  propofal  yourfelves  of  goins  by  fome  — , — . 
“  other  route.”  Mr.  Robingfon  ingenuoufly  added,  “  that  every  other  gen¬ 
tleman  upon  the  ifland  was .  clearly  of  opinion,  that  we  .o'ught  to  go  by 
water  to  Bajfora ,  and  he  had  reafon  to  think  the  Baron  was  not  to  be  ex¬ 
cepted  out  of  this  number,  however  fcrupulous  he  might  be  of  delivering 
bis  fendments.”  He  deured  however  that  the  hints  which  he  had  given 
might  be  kept  a  fecret  from  the  Baron.  Immediately,  a  fihort  confultation 
was  held  between  us 'on  our  preient-  fituation  ;  and  the  fame  evening,  with 
the  general  c  hfent  of  the  whole  party,  I  opened  to  the  Baron ,  that  “as 
fo  exorbitant  a  fum  hid  been  demanded  by  the  Arab ,  as  the  time  of  our  con¬ 
tinuance  at  Grant  before  the  arrival  of  the  Caravan,  would  alfo  be  very 
uncertain,  as  well  as  difagrecable,  and  as  from  what  had  palled,  it  was  very 
probable  we  might  ftili  be  fubje&ed  to  farther  imposition  ;  1  therefore 
fubmitted  to  him,  whether  he  did  not  think  our  failing  to  Bajfora,  the 
moft  eligible  mute.”  The  Baron  feemed  greatly  pleafcd  with  the  propofal, 
and  adopted  it  without  any  helkatio.n.  He  was  fo  obliging  as  Hill  to  infift: 
on  our  acceptance  of  the  two  horfes,  he  had  intended  for  our  ufe,  and  pro- 
pofed  fending  them  with  our  baggage,  and  one  of  our  lervants,  in  a  Trankey 
to  Bajfora ;  we  were  to  follow  in  one  of  his  armed  Gallivats.  This  night’s 
con-venation  ended,  in  our  making  him  molt  hearty  acknowledgments  for 
■the  w- hole  of  his  friendly  and  polite  behaviour  towards  us ;  and  in  his 
giving  the  fir  -.ngeft  afiurances  of  the  earned:  defire  he  had  of  contributing 
to  our  eafe  and  fatkr’aclion.  .  *■ 

The  next  morning'  a  boat  arrived  from  Bajfora,  with  a  letter  from  Mr. 

Sh'--zv,  add  re  fled  to  Mr.  Doidge :  the  following  is  ah  extract. - “  I  flattered 

“  my  felt  that  I  Ihould  have  had  the  ladsfaction  of  your  company,  for  a 
“  few  days  at  leaft  at  Bajfora ;  but  from  the  doubtful  manner  in  which  you 
“  wrote  lift,  I  know  not  whether  I  may  now  expeft  that  pleafure.  I  pre- 
“  fume  your  intentions  may  be  to  proceed  over  the  Defer t.  by  the  way  of 

Grane ;  which  doubtlefs  will  be  more  expeditious,  though  in  my  humble 
“  opinion  not  fo  fecure,  as  by  the  way  of  Baghdad.  Belidcs,  a  Caravan  is 
“  to  fet  out  from  this  laft  place  in  thirty-five  or  forty  days,  directly  over  the. 

“  Befert  for  Aleppo.  It  is  certain  alfo,  that  the  Defer t  is  not  fafe'at  preient 
“  without  a  Caravan  or  fome  proper  efcort,  for  yefterday  I  had  advices  from 
“  Baghdad,  that  an  EvgUJh  gentleman,  one  Barton,  coming  po.ft  from  Aleppo 
“  to  this  place  with  a  tew  camels,  was  plundered  fome  days  ago  by.  the 

roving  Arabs ,  who  have  of  late  in  particular,  greatly  infefted  the  Befert ; 

“  and  you  mull  have  heard  at  Bombay,  that  one  Captain  Ivers,  going  henof 

to  Aleppo,  in  September  laft,  was  in  like  manner  plundered.” 

The  tenor  of  this  letter  confirmed  us  ftili  more  in  the  refolution  we  ■ 
had  taken  of  proceeding  by  the  way  of  Bajfora.  So  that  on  Wednefday  the 
jpth,  we  embarked  our  baggage,  and  the  two  horfes  the  Baron  had  given 
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us  an1,  tint  with  thoni  in  tl’.e  Trautey,  Benjamin  ’Jenkins,  who  aifo  carried  an 
anivvcr  front  his  mailer  to  Mr.  Shave's  letter. 

The  next  day  about  three  in  the  afternoon,,  we  all  went  on  board  the 
GaUivat,  commanded  by  Mynheer  Binkey ,  bound  to  Bajfora.  We  were  ac¬ 
companied  down  to  the  water  fide  by  the  *  Baron  himfelf,  Mynheers  flof- 
men,  Robir.gfcn,  TiUie,  and  AhVMz,  who  did  not  quit  the  fhore,  till  our 
veffel  was  at  a  confiderable  distance  from  the  ifland.  The  wind  was  nearly 
north-weft  when  we  firft  put  to  fea,  but.  in  the  evening  it  came  to  the  fouth-. 
ward,  and  carried  us  along  very  pieafantly  at  the  rate  of  about  five  or  fix 
miles  an  hour:  But  in  the-  morning  of  the  21ft  it  began  to  blow  hard, 
and  in  the  evening  the  gale  increafed  fo  much,  that  we  were  forced  out  of 
the  proper  channel  for  Bajfora  river.  This  obliged  us  to  come  to  an  anchor  j. 
we  dropt  two  from  the  bow,  yet  the  veffel  drove.;  we  then  let  go  a  third 
from  tire  ftarboard  quarter,  which  brought  her  up,  and  we  rode  fafejy  till  the 
next  morning,  when,  to  our  great  fatisfaftion,  the  wind  abated,  the  Galtival 
having  frequently  in  the  night  ftruck  the  ground.  About  fix  we  weighed 
our  anchors,  and  with  a  gale  ftill  from  the  fouth,  flood  into  the  mid-channel, 
cf  the  river,  having  cn  our  left,  the  ifland,  on  which  are  the  ruins  of  old 
Bajjora.  Thefe  ruins  extend  eight  or  ten  miles.  An  almoft  innumerable 
quantity  of  black,  withered  flumps  of  date  trees,  ftill  remain,  and  reach 
for  fome  miles  to  the  Ibuthward  and  northward  of  the  ruined  city.  We 
p.afied  this  day  very  agreeably;  for  on  both  Tides  of  the  river  quite  up  to 
Bcfftrc,  are  date  and  apricot  trees,  regularly  planted,  and  the  foil  yields, 
one  continued  verdure,  a  fight  as  uncommon  in  this  part  of  the  world,  as 
it  is  beautiful.  From  the  fhrouds  of  our  little  veffel  however,  at  a  few 
miles  diflance  beyond  this  delightful  feene,  we  could  plainly  difeover  a  fpe- 
cimen  of  what  we  were  to  expeft  in  our  journey,,  over  the  dreary  Defer  t. 
of  Arabia. 

In  our  paffage  up  the  river,  we  favv  feveral  people  orofiihg  it  in  bafket- 
boats  ;  others  on  large  bladders  or  fkins  filled  with  air.  The  bafket-boats 
are  or  a  circular  form,  generally  front  eight  to  fixteen  feet  in  diameter. 
Their  depth  is  about  three  feet,  the  bottoms  flat,  which,  as  well  as  their 
outfities,  are  covered  with  a  kind  of  pitch.  They  are  very  convenient,  will 
carry  a  great  number  of  paffengers,  and  are  as  eafily  pufhed  through  the 
ntud  when  there  is  no  depth  of  water,  as  over  it  when  there  is.  The 
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jargeft  require  only  two  men  to  manage  them;  the  other  fort  but  one.'  175! 
The  river  in  fome  places  is  a. mile  over  fin  others  much  left.  From  it’s  v 
mouth  quite  up  to  Bafora,  is  about  a  hundred  Englijh  miles. 

A  little  before  we  reached  the  city,  we  paffed  on  our  left,  the  French 
merchant  fliip,  mentioned  in  Mr.  Shaw' s  firft  letter;  and  abrealt  of  the 
town,  lay  the  Eriftcl  Frigate ,  with  her  jack,  enfign,  and  pendant.  At  a 
little  diftance  from  her,  we  had  the  pleafure  to  difeover  our  T rankey , 
in  which  were  the  horfes  and  baggage,  Ihe  had  gotten  up  about  an  hour 
before  us ;  and  at  four  o’clock  in  the  afternoon,  we  happily  came  to  an 
anchor  off  the  city  of  Bajfora ,  and  faluted  the  Captain  Pajha  with  eleven 
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PERSIA  to  ENGLAND, 

In  1758  and  1759, 

By  the  way  of  B  as  sora,..  Baghdad,  Mosul,  D  i  a  r- 
b:ekir,  Bir,  Aleppo,  Latichea,  Leghorn, 
Florence,  Venice,  I  ns  pruck,  Cologne,  Ni¬ 
ke  GUE  N, .  &C. 


CONTAINING 

Ah  Account  of'  thofe  Cities,  and  of  the  Manners,  Cuftoms, 
Religion,  Polity,  See.  of  the  Inhabitants  of  Asiatic  Turner, 
and.  of  the  other  Countries  through  which  the  Author  palled. 


Vadimus  in  camps  ftertks ,  exnflaque  mundi, 
Qua  nimius  Titan,  W:rara  in  font  thus  und.e, 
Shcaque  leliferis  fqualcnt  ferpenlibiis  arva. 


Lib.  ix. 


A 


JOURNEY 

F  K  O  M 

PERSIA  to  ENGLAND, 
book  ii. 


chap.  r. 

jDefcription  c/Bafiora  and  the  country  adjacent.— Account  of  Mr.  Barton's  hits 
jirft  plundered,  and  afterwards  humanely  -treated,  by  the  Arabs.—, Monfieur 
Perdna,  tie.  French  refident,  and  the- officers  of  the  Briftol  Frigate,  pay  the 
author  and  his  companions  a  vifit.—Mcre  occurrences  at  Baffora— We  em¬ 
bark  on  board  a  yacht  lent  us  'by  Mr.  Shaw .—Pajfage  up  the  Euphrates  to 
Corna,  Cota,  and  Semava.^Infolent  behaviour.of  the  Chocarda. 


THEcity  of  Baffora,  where  we  arrived  on  the  2  ad  of  April,  lies  in  the 
latitude  of  30°  3'  north,  and  is  fituated  three  miles  on  the  weft  fide  of 
th t  Euphrates,  m  Afiatic  ‘furky  :■  it  is  large,  and  populous,  about  B 
12  miles  in  circumference,  and  contains  between  fixty  and  feventy  thoufand  s 
inhabitants.  The  houfes  are  all  built  of  mud,  and  bricks  dried  in  the  fun,  A 
as  is  the  wall  of  the  city,  which'  is.  defended  by  turrets  at  proper-  diftances 
from  each  other.  It  was  belieged  by  Thamas.  Kuli  Khan,  but  without'  fuc- 
cefs.  The  ftreets  in. general  are  very,  narrow,  and  (link  abominably,  owing 
-to  their  taking  no  care  to  carry  off  the  dirt  and  filth,  tho’  a  creek  very  con¬ 
venient  for  that  purpofe  runs  by  the  fide  of  the  city.  Much  trade  is  carried 
on  here,  through  a  navigable  canal  which  is  cut  into  the  river ;  there  is  a 
daily  incercourfe  with  Baghdad  by  water,,  on  the  two  great  rivers,  Euphrates.'- 
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1758.  and  -7 ygris.  The  moft  fightly  edifice  here,  is  the  Caravanferah  ;  which  is  large, 

c— v— j  covered  in  at  the  top,  full  of  (hops  with .different  kinds  of  merchandife,  and 
at  one  of  the  ends  is  a  good  market,' well  furnifhed  with  all  forts  of  meat,, 
except  pork  •,  the'  mutton  you  buy -here  is  ’excellent.  Nothing  can  be  ima¬ 
gined  pleafanter  than  the  face' of  the  country  j  utl  round  the  city:  large 
vineyards  interfperted- with  roie-trees,  fields  of  corn  fcattered  up  and  down, 

.  and  a  view  of  the  river  at. the  fame  time,  form  a  pifturefque  and  delightful 
landicape. 

:  In  about  two  hours  after  our  arrival,  we  waited  upon  Mr.  Shaw,  the  Eaft 
'India  company’s  refidemy  who  received  us  with  the  greateft  politenefs  and 
hofpitality,  and  provided  lodgings  for  us  under  his  own  roof.  We  pafTed 
•  the  evening  in  company  with  Mr.  Purge! ,  and  three  or  four  Italian  mer¬ 
chants.  The  bell:  method  of  travelling  to  Aleppo ,  was  the  principal  fubjett 
of  our  cpnveriation-;  they  were  unanimous  in  advifing  us  to  continue 
our  journey  by  water  to  Baghdad ,  and  then  join  the  Caravan ,  which  was  to 
fet  off  from  that  place.  We  accordingly  adopted  this  fcheroe,  as  being  lefs 
hazardous  and  fatiguing  than  the  route  we  had  before  propofed.  Mr.  Bar- 
,  ton  alfti^the  Bnglijh  gentleman  mentioned  in  Mr.  Shaw’s  letter  to  have  been 
plundered  by  the  Arabs)  joined  the  company,  and  gave  us  a  very  full  and 
.  pleafmg  account  of  public  affairs  in  Europe. 

'  This  gentleman  (Mr.  Barton)  had  it  feems  a  few  years  before,  acquired 
:  a  handfome  fortune  in  the  Eaft  Indies,  with  which  he  returned  to  England, 
Hettled  at  fome  diftance  from  London  in  the  charafter  of  a  country  gentle- 
.  man,  and  ferved  the  office  of  high-lheriff  for  the  county  in  which  he  lived. 
Being  necefiitated  however  to  return  to  India  to  fettle  fome  affairs,  he  had 
the  courage  to  fit  out  a  fmall  Folkftone  cutter,  in  which  he  aftually  fet  fail 
:  from  England  for  the  Eaft  Indies ;  but  before  he  had  been  many  days  at  fea,  fhe 
was  (luckily  perhaps  for  himfelf  and  his  little  crew)  taken  by  a  French  priva- 
.  teer,  and  carried  into  Vigo.  From  hence  he  got  a  paflage  to  Leghorn,  taking  his 
Ion  with  him,  who  had  alfo  embarked  in  the  fame  dangerous  enterprize  for 
the  Eaft  Indies.  At  Leghorn  they  took  {hip  again,  and  got  fafe  to  Scan- 
deroon.  Here,  he  was  fo  impatient  to  get  forward  on  his  journey,  that  he 
would  not  wait  for  the  Caravan,  but  fet  out  for  Aleppo,  attended  only  by 
his  Ibn,  a  eountry-fervant,  and  a  few  camels.  His  fpirit  was  too  aftive 
to  endure  the  flow  march  of  thefe  animals ;  he  therefore  frequently  made 
-  excurfions  on  the  road  before  them,  but  one  day  while  walking  on  foot 
and  alone,  he  was  attacked  by  a  few  Arabs,  who  robbed  him  of  every  thing 
■he  had  about  him.  This  obliged  him  to  wait  for  the  coming  up  of  his 
little  company,  and  with  them  he  travelled  on  without  any  other  accident 
to  Aleppo.  Here,  he  was  in  the  fame  hurry  for  proceeding  on  his  journey, 

■  nor  could  the  whole  factory  prevail  upon  him  to  wait  only  a  fortnight  or 
three  weeks  for  .the  fetting  out  of  a  large  .Caravan  for  Baghdad  and 
Bajfora, 

.3  -He 


[  233  I 

He  accordingly  began  this  fecond  hazardous  expedition  with  only  two  or 
three  camels,  and  the  fame  country-fervant,  leaving  his  fon  behind  at  Aleppo , 
with  orders  to  follow  him,  by  the  firft  convenient  opportunity.  For  a  tew 
days,  he  and  his  man  went  on  uninterrupted  over  the  Defert.  At  length  five 
or  fix  hundred  Arabs  difcovered  them  ;  but  upon  their  coming  nigh,  Mr. 
Barton  drew  out  a  brace  of  piftols  which  he  carried  in  his  belt,  and  prefented 
them  at  the  Arabs :  aftoniihed  at  his  rafhnefs,  they  made  a  ftand,  but  at 
the  fame  time  ordered  him  to  throw  down  his  arms.  His  fervant  alfo  per- 
fuaded  him  to  comply,  but  all  in  vain  ;  he  ft  ill  held  his  cocked  piftols"  to¬ 
wards  the  Arabs,  and  with  a  determined  look,  and  high-toned  voice,  de¬ 
clared  he  would  kill  fome  of  them,  if  they  dared  to  approach  any  nearer. 
By  degrees  they  furrounded  him,  and  with  a  blow  on  the  head  he  was  brought 
to  the  ground,  and  his  piftols  taken  from  him  :  the  Arabs  now  in  their 
turn  prefented  thefe  weapons  to  his  breaft,  and  told  him  that  he  deferved  to 
be  put  to  death ;  but  they  fatisfied  themfelves  with  {tripping  him  quite 
naked,  and  leaving  the  fervant  a  jacket  and  breeches,  but  not  a  drop  of 
water,  or  morfel  of  provifion  for  either. 

Mr.  Barton,  after  the  enemy  rode  off,  accepted  the  breeches  which  his 
fervant  offered  to  him,  and  they  both  fet  out  bare-footed  (their  camels  alio 
having  been  taken  from  them)  in  the  track  for  Baghdad.  After  having 
paffed  two  days  and  nights  without  meeting  with  any  other  fupport  than  the 
.’Truffles  of  the  Defert,  that  happened  then  to  be jjn  feafon,  and  which  they 
found  in  great  plenty,  they  fortunately  fell  in  with  another  tribe  of  Arabs> 
to  whole  Shekk  they  told  their  melancholy  tale,  and  implored  his  afiiftance. 
The  Sheick  was  touched  with  the  relation  of  their  diftrefs,  and  afforded  them 
every  help  in  his  power;  his  own  wives  miniftred  unto  them,  anointed 
their  feet,  brought  them  milk,  and  every  other  neceffary.  As  foon  as 
they  were  fufficiently  recovered  to  fet  forward,  the  fon  of  the  Sheick  efcorted 
them  fo  far,  as  to  put  them  under  the  proteftion  of  another  Sheick,  by 
whom  they  were  entertained  in  the  like  hofpitable  manner,  and  difmified 
with  other  guards  and  paffports  ;  nor  did  they  want  friends  as  long  as  their 
journey  lafted,  each  tribe  feeing  them  fafely  lodged  with  it’s  next  neigh¬ 
bour,  until  they  had  delivered  them  into  the  hands  of  our  countrymen  at 


From  that  city,  Mr.  Barton  was  carried  in  the'  Pajha'%  galley  down  the 
Tygris  to  Coma,  and  from  thence  to  Bajfora,  where  we  met  with  him.  He 
was  at  that  time  clothed  like  a  poor  T urk ,  without  fhirt  or  Blockings ; 
his  beard  was  grown  to  an  uncommon  length  ;  and  he  declared  that  he 
would  indulge  himfelf  in  few  of  the  comforts,  much  lefs  in  the  elegancies 
of  life,  till  he  arrived  fafely  at  Calcutta,  the  place  of  his  deftination. 

This  morning  we  were  complimented  with  a  vifit  from  Mpnfieur  Perdria  APnl  z's' 
the  French  refident,  Monfieur  Rivage  the  captain  of  the  Briftol  Frigate,  and 
two  of  his  officers.  Mr.  Shaw  invited  them  to  dine  with  us,  and  in  the 
H  h  evening 


[  234  3 

jyiS,  even: no-  we  returned  the  compliment,  and  fupped  with  them  at  the  country- 

- - ’  houfe  of  Monf.  Perdria,  where  we  were  politely  and  elegantly  entertained. 

Monf.  Rivage  and  his  officers  were  prefent,  fo  that  we  made  up  26  in  all, 
the  greateft  number  of  European  gentlemen  that  were  known  to  have  been 
in  Bajfora  at  one  time. 

Monday,  This  was  Mr.  Shaw’s  levee  day ;  his  room  was  full  of  Eurkijh,  Arabian, 
April  24.  and  Armenian  merchants.  Moft  of  them  were  large-fized  men,  fine  eyed, 
well  proportioned,  and  of  good  complexions.  Their  principal  defign  in 
coming  at  this  time,  was  to.  pay  their  compliments  to  us,  Here  alfo  we  had 
an  opportunity  of  converfing  with  feveral  Padrees  or  mifiionaries,  who  are 
fettled  in  a  convent  at  Bajfora ,  with  a  view  to  propagate  the  Chriftian  faith. 
A  very  odd  fcheme !  fince  they  dare  not  attempt  the  converfion  even 
of  a  Angle  Muffulman.  Tliefe  good  men  paid  us  feveral  vifirs  afterwards, 
gave  us  many  benediffions,  and  a  letter  of  recommendation  to  th c  Roman 
nominal  Bifaop  of  Babylon. 

After  dinner  Mr.  Shaw  carried  us  to  fee  a  long-boat  of  his,  which  he 
had  fitted  up  as  a  little  yacht,  and  was  fo  obliging  as  to  offer  us  the  ufe 
of  it  to  carry  us  as  far  as  Hilda,  in  our  way  to  Baghdad.  We  gladly  accepted 
it,,  as  being  much  more  commodious  than  any  of  the  country  boats ;  and 
Mr.  Alms  undertook  to  fit  her  for  the  voyage.  We  likewife  hired  a  Sandal 
or  boat  for  carrying  our  baggage  and  the  two  horfes  we  brought  with 
us  from  Karec ,  to  which  Mr.  Shaw  now  added  a  third,  as  a  prefent  to 
Mr.  Doidge.  Mr.  Shaw  alfo  kid  in  a  very  large  ftock  of  freffi  provifions 
for  our  paffage  up  the  river,  and  was  fo  generous  as  to  infift,  it  Ibonld  not 
be  carried  to  account. 

To  the  fame  gentleman  we  were  alfo  obliged  for  the  following  directions, 
which  we  thought  proper  to  make  minutes  of,  as  neceffary  for  our  future 

conduft. - iff.  If,  when  we  arrive  at  Aleppo,  we  {hall  want  more  money- 

than  we  have  credit  for  from  India,  Mr.  Shaw  gives  us  a  letter  of  credit 
on  his  correfpondent  at  that  place :  If  we  ffiall  have  occafion  for  lefs  than 
two  hundred  pounds,  then  our  bills  are  to  be  drawn  in  favour  of  Laurence 
Sullivan  Efq;  in  England-,  but  if  more  than  that  fum,  then  on  Samuel  Hough 

Efq;  at  Bombay,  in  favour  of  Mr.  Shaw  or  order. - 2d.  To  take  with  us  an 

inferior  2 urkijh  officer,  called  a  Chocarda,  who'  is  to  protect  us  from  all . 
infult,  and  to  carry  with  him  orders  to  the  feveral  governors  of  thofe  places, 
we  touch  at,  to  fupply  us  with  a  fufficient  number  of  men  to  track,  or  draw 
up  our  veffels  againft  the  ftream,  when  the  wind  and  current  (hall  be  un¬ 
favourable  for  failing.  We  are  only  to  hire  fix  men  at .Bajjora -  to  track 
us  up  as  far  as  Coma ;  there  we  are  to  engage  twelve,,  and  fo  on,  till  we 
arrive  at  Hilla.  Every  time  we  change  our  men,  we  are  to  give  them  from- 
fix  to  eight  Abajfees,  according  to  their  behaviour. .  To  the  Chocarda,  at  the  ■ 
end  of  our -paffage,  and  journey,  we  are  to  give  feventy  Crufe  and  a  coat. 
- — 3*3"  Xo  carry  with.us  two  letters ;  one  addreffed  to  Aly  Aga,  governor- ofV 

Hafca%.. 
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Hafca,  whom  we  are  to  falute  with  an  even  number  of  guns,  the  more  the 
better,  and  then  fend  the  Cbocarda,  with  our  linguift  and  one  of  our  own 
fervants  to  him,  with  our  compliments  and  the  letter,  defiring  to  be  honoured 
with  his  comands  for  Baghdad.  This  will  probably  induce  him  to  fend  us 
an  invitation  to  come  afhore,  which  we  are  by  no  means  to  refufe,  but  to 
wait  upon  him  either  at  dinner  or  fupper,  as  he  fhall  appoint.  We  mutt 
particularly  remember  to  go  in  flippers,  and  be  very  careful  not  to  thrull 
our  legs  and  feet  out,  but  contrive  (after  the  Tttrkijb  manner)  to  tit  with 
them  acrofs.  Should  he  prefent  any  one  of  us  with  a  veil,  we  are  then  to 
give  the  fervant  who  fhall  put  it  on,  fixty  Crufe,  making  at  the  fame 
time  a  proper  apology  for  his  trouble,  but  to  take  care  not  to  give 
the  money  till  the  moment  of  our  departure.  If  no  veil:  be  prefenced, 
then  we  are  to  diftribute  ten  or  twelve  Crufe  among  the  governor’s 
fervants.  The  other  letter  mud  be  addreffed  to  Choudar  Ago. ,  governor  of 
Hilla,  whom  we  are  to  falute  with  three  guns,  and  then  fend  the  letter  by 
our  Cbocarda  and  linguift  with  our  compliments,  as  before  to  Aly  Aga.  Here 
we  are  to  be  furnilhed  with  horfes,  camels,  mules,  and  afies  to  carry  us  and 
our  baggage  to  Baghdad,  paying  for  each  horfe  ten  Crufe,  for  each  camel  five, 
and  for  each  mule  or  afs  two  and  an  half.  Should  the  governor  make  us  a 
compliment  of  paying  for  thefe  animals  himfelf,  tve  are  then  to  make  a 
prefent  of  half,  or  fomething  more  than  half  of  their  value,  to  his  fervant. 

■ - 4th.  We  are  alfo  to  carry  a  letter  addrefled  to  Mr.  Garden  at  Baghdad, 

which  we  are  to  difparch  to  that  gentleman  from  Hilla ;  taking  care  that  our 
ftay  at  this  laft  place  be  as  fhort  as  poflible,  left  the  fliew  of  our  baggage 
might  tempt  the  Arabs  to'endeavour  to  intercept  us. — — 5th.  Should  we  be  lb 
unfortunate  as  not  to  meet  with  Mr.  Garden  at  Baghdad,  we  are  then  to 
apply  to  Cejee  Raphael,  an  Armenian,  who  does  Mr.  Shaw  s  bufinefs  there, 
and  he  will  take  care  to  provide  us  with  camels,  &c.  and  will  bargain  for 
their  hire  to  Aleppo ;  which  ufually  is  from  fifteen  to  twenty  Piaftres  Rume 
of  eight,  five  Marmoodas  Baghdad  currency;  or  -f-  of  a  loaded  camel.  The 
hire  of  a  camel  to  ride  on,  is  little  more  than  half  the  price  of  a  loaded  one. 
our  fervants  have  a  cuftomary  right  to  mount  the  camels  which  carry  pro- 

vifiens,  without  our  paying  any  thing  extra  upon  that  account. - 6th.  If 

we  meet  with  Mr.  Garden  at  Baghdad,  he  is  belt  able  to  inform  us  of  the  price 
of  a  hired  horfe  to  ride  dn  to  Aleppo. — —7th.  To  remember  topurchafe  at 
Baghdad,  two  Cradles  *  for  a  camel,  which  will  be  very  uieful,  fhould  any 

of  us  be  fids. - 8th.  Mr.  Shaw  will  give  us  a  letter  of  credit  on  Mr.' 

Garden  or  Cojee  Raphael  (as  Mr.  Hough  of  Bombay  did  before  on  Mr.  Shaw) 
for  what  monies  we  fhall  want.  If  we  fhould  not  have  occafion  for  the 
whole  of  what  we  leave  with  Mr.  Shaw,  or  rather,  for  what  we  have  given 
our  draughts  on  Mr.  Hough  in  that  cafe,  he  provides  us  with  credit  upon 

Miner-Rigo,  by  means  of  Mr.  Drummond  at  Aleppo. - 9th.  We  are  now  and 

then  to  entertain  with  coffee  the  man  who  provides  us  with  camels,  and  the 


*  Thefe  are  not  much  nnlike  oar  common  cradles  for  children  ;  a  pair  of :■  them  are  hang  on 
a  camel’s  back  in  the  fame  manner  as  panniers  on  horfes  in  Exelon*. 

H  h  2  principal 
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1758.  principal  conductor  of  the  Caravan. - 10th.  The  moft  likely  places  for 

— m — •>  our  baggage  to  be  examined  by  the  officers  of  the  Turkifo  cuftoms,  are 

Ililla  and  Baghdad. - -nth.  In  cafe  the  Caravan  Ihould  unluckily  be  fet  out 

before  we  arrive  at  Baghdad,  Mr.  Shaw  furnifhes  us  with  a  letter  to  Cojee 
Raphael  to  defire  him  to  apply  to  the  Pafha  for  an  efcort ;  and  left  that 
Ihould  fail,  we  are  alfo  promifed  a  letter  from  the  governor  of  Bajfora 

to  the  Rajha  on  the  fame  fubjedt. - 12th,  When  we  fhall  arrive  within  two 

days  journey  of  Aleppo,  we  are  to  fend  a  letter  to  Mr.  Drummond  the  Britijh 
conful  there,  and  acquaint  him  with  the  number  of  our  party.  This  is 
cuftomary,  as  he  generally  makes  a  point  to  meet  his  countrymen  at  fome 

little  diftance  from  the  city. - 13th.  Francifce,  a  fervant  hired  at  Bajfora, 

and  who  fpeaks  French,  is  to  have  fifty  Piajlres  at  Aleppo ,  and  a  fuit  of 

clothes,  if  he  behaves  well. - 14th..  Vert  an,  our  fecond  fervant,  is.  to  have 

fifty  Piajlres  at  Baghdad,  and  a  fuit  of  clothes  at  Aleppo,  provided  .he  fhall 
have  deferved  it :  he  is  to  have  a  camel’s  hire  for  his.expences  in  returning 
to  Bajfora,  but  if  Mr.  Barton's  fon  fhall  engage  him,  dien  the  camel  hire  is 
not  to  be  paid.. 


ACCOUNT  of  COINS. 

One  Toman  is  —  — _  —  - 

A  Perfian  Rupee  is  —  — 

A  Venetian  Sequin  is  —  — 

A  Bombay  Rupee  is  —  — 

One  Marmooda  is  —  — 

One  Denim  is  —  —  — 

One  Crufe  Bajfora  is  —  — 

One  Crufe  Rume  is,  of  Bajfora  currency, 

One  PkGre  Is,  _ 

One  AbafTee  is  —  — ■ 

One  Nadercee  is  —  —  — 

One  Fenduke  is,  of  Bajfora  currency,  — 

One  ditto  is,  of  Aleppo  currency,  — 

One  Zirmaboob  is,  of  Bajfora  currency. 

One  ditto,  is,  of  Baghdad  currency,  — 


—  28  — 


—  o  — 


—  6  — 
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o 
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April  25.  To-day  we  were  chiefly  employed  in  fending  our  baggage  &c.  on  board,. 

and  in  taking  leave  of  the  reverend  miflionaries,.  and  feveral  European  mer¬ 
chants.. 


April  16..  This  afternoon,  the  French  refident  Monf.  Perdria,  accompanied  with. 

the  officers  of  the  Frigate,  came  to  take  their  leave  of  us,  which  obliged  us  to 
make  them  another  vifit,  and  with  much  difficulty  we  got  ourfelves  excufed. 
from  fugping  with  them,. 


After 
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After  breakfafting  with  th t  French  refident  at  his  country  houfe,  and  tak¬ 
ing  leave  of  th  a  French  gentlemen,  who  were  fo  complaifant  as  to  attend  us 
down  to  the  water’s  edge,  we  went  on  board  the  yacht.  About  8  o’clock, 
we  began  to  track  up  the  Euphrates ,  accompanied  by  MefTrs.  Shaw  and  Pur-ad, 
who  were  fo  polite  as  to  infill  on  going  a  few  miles  with  us.  They  left  us 
about  noon,  after  our  exchanging  mutual  good  wilbes  and  compliments. 
Mon i.  Hemet  of  French  extraction,  but  for  many  years  employed  as  inter¬ 
preter  to  the  Englijh  factory  at  Ifpaban ,  and  now  ruined  in  his  circumftances 
by  the  civil  wars  carried  on  in  Perfia,  joined  us  at  Bajfora,  on  his  way  to 
Baghdad ,  where  his  family  refided;  and  he  propofed  carrying  them  from 
thence  to  Venice ,  his  wife’s  native  place. 

We  found  it  extremely  pleafant  on  the  river,  and  -were  fo  lucky  as  to 
have  a  brilk  foutherly  wind.  At  fix  in  the  morning,  we  palled  by  the 
ruins  of  an  old  village ;  and  a  little  afterwards  faw  a  tomb  on  the  Arabian 
Ihore.  At  feven,  we  were  obliged  to  anchor,  in  order  to  wait  for  the  coming 
up  of  our  luggage-boat.  At  half  pall  feven  weighed  again,  and  difeovered 
a  fmall  Arab  camp,  in  which  were  many  fheep.  The  defert  came  up  clofe 
to  the  river  on  the  left-hand  fide.  About  ten,  we  palled  by  the  tomb 
of  Meti  Sahab  Zemaun,  who  we  were  told  was  the  fon  of  Mahomet.  He 
had  been  dead  1170  years,  and  according  to  the  tradition  of  the  country, 
was  to  appear  again  in  a  very  (hort  time,  when  he  would'  mount  on  the 
back  of  an  untamed  mule  in  the  foreft,  ride  over  the  face  of  the  whole 
earth,  and  be  its  fovereign  :  the  tomb  Hands  on  the  Arabian  Ihore. 
At  twelve,  we  palled  by  another  tomb  on  the  fame  fide,  railed  to  the 
memory  of  Aly  Eben  Hajfein,  a  nephew  of  Aly  the  renowned. 

Between  five  and  fix  in  the  afternoon,  we  reached  the  village  of  Coma. 
or  Quorne-,  near  which  place  refides  the  chief  of  the  Janizaries  of  this 
province.  Coma  lies  betwixt  the  two  rivers  Jygristj and  Euphrates.  By 
the  defire  of  our  Chocarda ,  we  faluted  the  Sheick  of  the  place;  three 
guns  only  were  intended,  but  our  Lafcar  gunner,,  willing  to  give  more, 
primed  the  fourth,  and  fired  it.  At  eight  in  the  evening  we  left  Corna. 
Had  cloudy  weather  with  lightning  to  the  fotithward..  At  half  pall  twelve 
at  night,  we  were  obliged  to  come  to  an  anchor :  the  weather  fquatly,  the 
wind  S.  S.  W.  and  a  ftrong  tide  fetting  to  the.N.E-.  We  failed  theie  laft 
24  hours,  about  75  miles. 

At  two  o’clock  in  the  morning  we  made  fail  again,  the  weather  becoming 
fair:  at  five  handed  the  fails,  and  fent  the  Fr  ackers  on  ihore.  The  river  is 
here  about  five  hundred  yards  broad.  Both  Ihores  are  very  pleafant,  particu¬ 
larly  that  on  ourleft,  where  is  a  great  deal  of  ripe  corn,  which  the  people  are 
now  gathering  in :  on  the  other  fide  large,  numbers  of  cattle  are  grazing.  Geo¬ 
graphers  conjecture  the  country  around  hereto  have  been  the  feat  of  the  gar¬ 
den  of  Eden-,,  for  no  other  reafon  probably  but  becaufe  it  is  pleafant,  and. 
lies  between  the  Fygris  and  Euphrates,  We  obferyed  a  company  of  above  60 

‘  Pelicans,. 


April  37. 


April  z8. 


Corns. 


April  7.9. 
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1758.  Pelicans,  fwimming  majeflically  along  the  river;  Mr.  Alms  fired  a  ball 
u — ,--~V  among  them,  of  which  they  took  but  little  notice :  we  were  then  going 
to  difcharge  one  of  the  fmall  cannon  loaded  with  flugs,  but  our  Chocarda. 
telling  us  it  would  be  a  fin,  we  defifled.  At  eight  o’clock  we  paffed 
by  two  Arab  villages,  and  foon  afterwards  a  large  camp  of  Arabs.  At  twelve 
at  noon,  the  latitude  by  obfervation  was  31°  00'  north.  At  three  we  catne 
Moj.-suret.  to  an  anchor  abreaft  of  Monfuret,  an  Arab  village,  in  order  to  change  our 
'Trackers. 

Our  Chocarda  and  we  have  not  well  agreed  to  day.  We  fufpedt  that  he 
-intends  to  impofe  on  us,  ftarting  difficulties  only  to  make  a  merit  of  getting 
us  out  of  them  again.  He  wanted  us  to  falute  the  Sheick  of  this  village, 
which  we  would  not  comply  with  ;  this  offended  him,  and  he  talks  of 
taking  himlelf  on  board  the  luggage-boat.  We  appear  indifferent  about  it, 
as  we  know  he  will  never  leave  the  good  wines  and  other  liquors  which  he 
finds  with  us,  and  which  he  feems  fo  much  to  like,  merely  for  indulging  a 
petulant  humour.  At  fix  o’clock,  finding  our  Chocarda  had  not  fucceeded 
in  getting  a  new  fet  of  Trackers,  we  weighed  and  flood  over  to  the  village, 
where  we  found  him  in  high  difpute.  The  chief  of  the  hamlet  happen¬ 
ing  to  be  abfent,  an  old  man  who  called  himfelf  Sheick  for  the  time 
prefent,  offered  to  fupply  our  officer  with  men,  but  infilled  on  being 
paid  for  them  before-hand ;  on  this  head,  the  difpute  arofe.  .  We 
thought  it  befl  to  accommodate  matters,  by  ordering  the  payment  of  the 
money,  and  eight  Marmoodas  were  accordingly  deposited  :  no  fooner  how¬ 
ever  was  the  money  paid,  than  new  difficulties  arofe  from  another,  a  younger 
perfon,  who  infilled  -that  he  was  the  chief,  and  not  the  man  who  had 
received  the  Marmoodas -,  and  while  our  Chocarda  was  contefling  it  with  this 
new  pretender,  the  firfl  endeavoured  to  make  his  efcape.  Our  officer  twice 
took  hold  of  him,  and  at  length,  by  violence  forced  him  on  board  the 
yacht :  bn  this,  the  young  fellows  of  the  village  fcreamed  out  Allah,  and 
multitudes  ran  towards  the  veffel,  demanding  the  prifoner,  who  after  fome 
altercation  was  delivered  up  to  them.  In  about  three  quarters  of  an  hour 
after  bis  enlargement,  they  brought  down  twelve  Trackers,  who  Teemed  to 
.come  on  board  with  great  reluctance.  Their  chief,  upon  delivering  them, 
had  a  bottle  of  fpirits  and  one  Piaftre  given  him  as  a  prefent,  and  he  was  to 
recover  the  Marmoodas  from  the  other  perfon  in  the  befl  manner  he  could. 

From  this  inflance  it  plainly  appears,  what  little  regard  is  paid  to  the 
Turk s,  by  thefe  wild,  unruly  Ambs ;  for  notwithftanding  we  had  obtained 
an  order  from  the  governor  of  Baffora  to  the  chiefs  of  the  villages  to  fupply 
us  with  twelve  men  from  ftage  to  ftage,  they  trifled  with  us  here  for  above 
two  hours,  and  it  was  by  mere  dint  of  bribing  that  a  frelh  fet  of  men  could 
be  had.  I  cannot  but  obferve  too  upon  this  occafion,  that  no  kind  of  pay¬ 
ment  ought  to  have  been  demanded  from  us ;  for  as  thefe  Trackers  have  a 
certain  i  urn  allowed  them  from  the  Turkijh  government,  whatever,  we  paid 
them  befides,  was  a  mere  iropoficion. 

*  At 
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At  eight  in  the  evening  we  croffed  the  river  with  our  new  'trackers,  hav-  17 
ing  firfl:  filled  their  bellies  with  mutton  and  rice,  in  hopes  of  getting  them  l" — 1 
into  good  humour.  We.  fent  fix  alhore  firft,  agreeable  to  cuftom  ;  they 
tracked  about  three  quarters  of  an  hour,  when  our  luggage  boat  coming 
near  with  the  Chocarda ,  the  others  that  remained  on  board  told  us,  that  fix 
would  not  be  fufficient  to  draw  the  velTel  at  night,  as  the  wind  then  blew 
fr’efb,  and  offered  to  go  alhore  and  aflift  their  companions.  When  they 
found  that  we  would  not  confent  to  this  propofal,  they  took  an  opportunity 
of  jumping  into  the  Sandal, ,  and  from  her  to  the  ihore,  and  there  joined 
their  comrades :  they  all  directly  ran  off,  leaving  us  to  take  care  of  our- 
felves.  On  this  we  hauled  into  the  middle  of  the  ftream,  and  anchored, 
got  our  guns  loaded  with  grape-fhot,  and  our  fmall  arms  ready,  to  prevent 
being  furprized  by  the  Arabs,  for  from  their  late  extraordinary  behaviour  we 
knew  not  what  to  think.  At  ten  we  called  to  Mr.  Hemet,  who  with 
the  Chocarda,  flept  in  the  luggage-boat ;  we  propofed  to  him,  as  the  wind 
was  foul,  to  bear  back  again  for  Coma,  and  there  take  in  men  for  the  next 
ftage.  He  feemed  to  think  that  it  would  be  loling  both  time  and  way,  and 
gave  as  his  opinion  that  it  would  be  more  eligible  to  continue  where  we  were, 
be  upon  our  guard,  and  wait  for  a  fair  wind  to  carry  us  to  the  next  town  ; 
adding,  that  the  Chocarda  was  of  opinion  the  men  would  return  again  in  the 
morning.  We  alked  whether  he  approved  of  our  firing  a  mufket  over  any 
boat  that  might  approach  us  in  the  night  ?  The  Chocarda  anfwered,  “  Yes, 
if  you  fire  into  the  boat  and  kill  any  of  them,  I  ‘will  be  anfwerable  for  the  con - 
Jequences .”  We  refolved  however  not  to  proceed  to  fuch  extremities,  unlefs 
we  apprehended  our  lives  to  be  in  danger.  No  difturbance  whatever  hap¬ 
pened  during  the  remainder  of  the  night.  Sailed  this  day  34  miles. 

About  five  this  morning,  our  Trackers  returned  to  ns.  They  affured  us,  and  April 
.we  had  reafon  to  believe  them,  that  they  ran  away  by  the  foie  direftion  of  our 
Chocarda,  but  cannot  get  at  the  whole- truth  of  the  affair.  We  got  under 
way  immediately,  as  did  our  luggage-boat :  we  ltill  fee  great  numbers  of 
cattle  grazing  on  each  fide  of  the  river,  and  alfo  obferved  a  boy  croffing  it 
on  the  backs  of  Buffaloes.  He  lhifted  himfelf  from  the  back  of  one  of  thefe 
beafts,  to  another,  with  great  dexterity,  as  often  as  he  found  it  necel- 
fary  for  the  order  and  better  conducting  of  his  herd.  This  extraordi¬ 
nary  feat  of  aftivity,  put  me  in  mind  of  that  paffage  in  the  fifteenth  book 
of  Homer's,  Iliad,  where  a  man  is  reprefented  as  managing  four  horfes  at 
once,  and  leaping  from  the  back  of  one  to  another  at  full  ipeed  *. 

*  So  when  a  horfeman  from  the  watry  mead 
(Skill’d  in  the  manage  of  the  bounding  Seed) 

Drives  four  fair  couriers,  practis’d  to  obey. 

To  fome  great  city  thro’  the  public  way  ; , 

Safe  in  his  art,  as  fide  by  fide  they  run, 

He  fhifts  his  feat,  and  vaults  from  one  to  one  ; 

And  now  to  this,  and  now  to  that  he  flies ; 

Admiringjuimbers  follow  with  rhetr  eyes. 


Yefterday, 
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1758.  Yefterday,  as  well  as  to-day,  we  pafled  by  feveral  Arab  towns,  and  Tome  large 
l—  -% — '*  tombs.  We  fee  from  time  to  time  ducks  and  paddy-birds :  every  morning  the 
lark  fings  moft  delightfully.  At  noon  our  latitude  by  pbfervation  was  go0  58' 
north.  We  have  now  no  longer  any  tide  of  flood  to  help  us,  but  a  conftant 
ftream  running  down. '  At  half  after  two  in  the  afternoon,  we  pafled  by  a 
Turkrjh  galley,  in  which  was  the  brother  of  Aly  Aga,  governor  of  .Hafca ;  this 
gentleman  faluted  us  with  one  gun,  which  we  returned  under  jack,  enfign, 
and  pendant :  he  feemed  to  have  a  large  train  of  attendants  with  him.  At 
M00cu.1L"  three  we  came  abreaft  of  a  village  on  the  left-hand  ihore.  ■  called  Moochalhan 
i.'-k*  and  foon  afterwards  faw  ten  or  twelve  wild  hogs  at  a  little  diftance  from  the 

river.  Meflieurs  Doidge  and  Bigot  went  afhore  in  hopes  of  killing  one, 
but  they  were  difappointed  by  the  hogs  running  into  the  ruflies.  On  the 
right-hand  fide  we  faw  alfo  eight  or  ten  turtle,  which  would  not  fuffer  us 
to  come  near  them,  but  fiipt  away  into  the  water.  After  eight  o’clock 
this  morning,  no  corn  was  to  be  feen  on  the  right-hand  fide  of  the  river ; 
and  fince  twelve,  none  on  the  left :  the  whole  is  pafture  land.  The  oxen 
and  buffaloes  here  are  large,  and  all  the  fheep  have  broad  flat  tails,  with 
ipiral  endings. 

The  Trackers  of  the  yacht  have  worked  brifkly  to-day,  we  encouraged 
them  by  good  feeding;  they  had  rice  and  Gee  in  the  morning,  and  the 
remnants  of  our  meat  at  dinner,  which  they  greedily  devoured,  firft  tear¬ 
ing  it  in  pieces  like  fo  many  Jackalls.  We  pleafed  them  much  by  telling 
them,  that  we  would  give  them  good  pay,  and  pay  them  ourfelves,  and 
not  leave  the  Chocarda  to  do  it  for  us.  At  half  paft  five  this  afternoon  we 
made  our  little  yacht  faft  to  the  bank,  and  waited  for  the  Sandal ,  which 
was  far  aftern.  We  then  took  a  walk  on  the  left-hand  Ihore,  and  found 
•the  banks  of  the  river  very  pleafant :  that  part  of  the  land  over  which 
the  water  had  lately  flowed,  is  hoary,  and  incrufted  with  falt-petre.  The 
Arabs  cut  fluices,  and  occafionally  let  in  the  water  of  the  river ;  and  to  this 
■  is  owing  the  verdure  which  extends  for  about  a  mile  from  -it’s  banks,  and 
which  terminates  in  the  Defer t  *.  We  ftill  faw  cattle  in  great  numbers. 
Mr.  Alms  fhot  a  crow,  whofe  body  was  all  white,  the  feathers  of  the  thighs, 
black  and  white,  the  greateft  part  of  the  wings  black  :  thefe  birds  are  faid 
to  live  300  years.  Several  Pelicans  unconcernedly  fwam  by  us  with  the 
ftream,  and  unmolefted  on  our  parts,  for  we  begin  to  think  it  a  pity  to 
kill  fo  fine,  fo  unfufpicious,  and  ftately  a  bird. 


While  we  lay  here,  a  fmall  difpute  arofe  among  our  Arabs.  A  Chocarda, 
palling  by  in  a  fmall  boat  from  Baghdad  to  Bqjfera ,  took  upon  him  to  ex¬ 
change  four  of  his  Trackers  for  four  of  ours ;  the  reafon  he  affigned  for  it 
was,  becaufe  by  this  means  both  fets  would  be  at  their  homes  the  fooner, 


This  pra&ice  of  letting  in  the  water  of  the  river  Euphrates  to  cultivate  andenrich  thead- 
nt  country,  is  very  ancient,  being  taken  notice  of  by  Lucan  in  the  third  book  of  his  Phar - 


f'ertihs  Euphr 


—  Seii  f^ar fits  in  agro. 
Pharice  %’ite  fungitu 


and 
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and  lie  engaged  that  each  (hould  have  the  fame’  pay  as  the  othe  iu is 
excufe  however  did  not  fatisfy  the  remaining  Arabs ,  who  rofe  tu  u  i  u  ,  r 
and  infilled  on  our  refcuing  their  companions.  We  were  obliged  therefore 
with  arms  to  purfue  the  Chocarda’ s  boat ;  who  immediately  on  dtfcovtrinw 
that  we  were  Frengees ,  or  Franks ,  that  is  Europeans ,  dilmiiTed  our  people^ 

.  took,  his  own  again,  and  proceeded  on  very  quietly. 

We  took  the  opportunity  of  waiting  for  the  coming  up  of  the  Sandal ,  to 
prefent  our  Trackers  with  two  or  three  flunking  Sabh-fift.  They  inilandy 
made  a  fire,  and  broiled  them  upon  the  coals  :  as  foon  as  this  was  done, 
they  feparated  themfelves,  and  divided  the  fiih  into  two  diftinft  lots ;  each 
party  appointed  a  director,  and  he,  after  having  made  the  feveraT portions 
as  equal  as  poffible,  ordered  every  man  to  take  his  fliare.  When  they  had  eaten 
as  much  as  they  could,  and  drank  plentifully  of  the  water  of  the. Euphrates, 
they  all  feated  themfelves  on  the  ground  in  a  circle,  and  joyoufly  began  to. 
clap  their  hands  and  fing.  Prefently,  one  of  them  got  up  and  danced  for 
awhile,  then  defired  the  favour  of  us  to  lend  him  a  drawn  fvvord,  and  hav¬ 
ing  obtained  one,  he  danced  again,  and  dextroufly  flourifhed  it,  whilft  the 
others  clapped  and  fung.  A  fecond  now  joined  him,  with  another  fword, 
and  both  together  difplayed  their  activity  and  aadrefe.  The  entertainment 
at  length  ended  with  a  dance  of  fix,  which  was  not  much  unlike  our  Eng- 
lijh  hayes.  We  appeared,  as  we  really  were,  pleafed  with  their  mirth. 
When  all  was  over,  they  drew  nigh  to  us,  kitted  our  fleeves,  and  afked 
for  a  Ernie,  or  prefent :  we  tendered  them  a  dram,  which  they  rejedted 
with  vifible  contempt ;  we  then  gave  a  Rupee  among  them,  with  which 
they  were  much  pleafed,  and  very  thankful.  We  took  this  opportunity  to 
hint  to  them,  that  as  we  were  fuch  good  matters,  and  had  given  them  fo 
much  vi duals  and  money  too,  we  expected  that  they  would  work  well,  and 
deferve  our  future  favour,  which  they'promifed  very  readily. 

A  little  before  eight  this  evening,  the  luggage-boat  joined  ns,  and 
•our  Chocarda  and  Mr.  Hemet  defired  us,  that  for  the  next  two  or  three 
days,  we  would  keep  nearer  to  them,  becaufe  they  looked  upon  this  as 
the  maft  dangerous  part  of  the  whole  country  ■,  adding,  that  an  hour  or  two 
before,  they  had  been  vifited  by  about  twenty  armed  Arabs,  who  tho’  they 
made  no  hoftile  attempt,  yet  had  a  very  fufpicious  appearance.  On  this 
intelligence  we.refolved  that  the  luggage-boat  fhould  keep  a  head,  and  that 
we  would  follow  her  cloiely,  keeping  always  a  Arid  guard,  with  our  fwivel 
guns  loaded,  matches  lighted,  fmall  arms  at  hand,  and  in  order ;  a  regular 
third  watch  was  ordered  alfo  to  be  kept.  Meffieurs  Aims,  Doidge,  and  Pye 
were  appointed  commanding  officers :  Mr.  Pigot,  Jenkins,  M'lntojh,  and 
other  fervants,  to  watch*,  I  am  excufed  on  account  of  my  being  indifpofed. 
We  underftood  from  Mr.  Hemet,  who  fpake  with  the  Chocarda  before-men¬ 
tioned,  palling  from  Baghdad  to  BaJJora,  that  the  Caravan  would  not  fet 
out  from  the  firft  of  thefe  places  for  Aleppo  ’till  the  tenth  day  of  the  Ra- 
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mazan  (with  us  the  twentieth  of  May)  i'o  that  we  flatter  ourfelves  we  fhafl 
arrive  at  Baghdad  in  good  time.  We  advanced  about  thirty  five  miles  to-- 
day.  About  u  at  night  we  paifed  by  two  rivers  on  the  right. 

At  one  this  morning  we  got  to  a  town  on  the  left  fhore,  called  Natnajhee. 
The  officer  of  the  watch  hailed  the  Sandal,  intending  to  defire  the  Chocard's 
to  go  a  fhore  -,  but  was  anfwered,  that  he  was  afleep,  and  would  not  be  dif- 
turbed  till  the  mornirtg :  we  had  reafon  to  think  he  was  drunk.  A  little- 
before  four  we  lent  our  people  on  fhore  to  track.  We  wanted  two  of  the 
twelve  men  belonging  to  the  yacht  to  go  and  affift  in  tracking  the  luggage- 
boat,  whofc  flow  motion  greatly  retarded  our  progrefs  ;  but  they  would  not. 
comply,  faying  they  were  hired  for  our  veflel  only.  About  eight  we  came- 
abreaft  of  another  large  town  on  the  left  hand  (it’s-  real  name  I  have  for¬ 
gotten).  Here  lb  great  a  number  of  men  and  boys,  and  even  women,  were 
collefted  to  look  at  us,  that  they  became  quite  troublefome.  Among  them, 
we  obferved  feme  of  the  men  armed  with  fwords ;  and  as  the  wind  and 
llream  were  both  againft  us,,  and  confequently  could  pafs  but  flowly  by, 
we  thought  it  neceflary  to  make  as  great  a  fljew  as  poffible  of  our  arms,  to 
prevent  any  infulr ;  howeyer,  none  was  offered  to  us ;■  on  the  contrary,  fome 
cf  the  chief  of  the  Arab  inhabitants  of  the  place,  thinking  we  might  be 
offended  at  fuch  a  conconrfe  of  people,,  who.  could  eafily  have  jumped  into 
the  veflel,  took  upon  them  to  difperfe  the  multitude.  What  feemed  chiefly 
to  attraft  the  eyes  of  the  Arabs,  and  furprize  them  moft,  was  the  form  of 
the  yacht,  the  manner  of  rigging  her,  and  above  all,  the  carved  work  of  a 
borfe’s  head  on  the  ftem,  and  the  reprefentation  of.  human  figures  on  the; 
item 

The  country  hitherto  has  been  fo  level,  that  our  officers  have  not  wanted’ 
an  horizon,  for  their  obfervations  at  noon  with  Hadley’s  quadrant.  Corn 
fields  are  now  not  fo  frequently  met  with  as  formerly.  The  corn  in  general- 
was  ripe  and  much  of  it  gathered  in,,  but  there  was  ftillfome  on'  the  ground,, 
green  and  young  in-  the  ear.  We  palled  many  villages  on  each  fide  of  the 
river,  but  the  greateft  number  are  on  the  left.  All  the  houfes  are  built  cf 
reeds,,  and  covered  with  mats,  and  moft  of  them  are  in  the  form  of  tilted 
waggons.  The  complexion  of  the  Arabs  in  general  is  pale  ;  children  and 
Arch  as  do  not  work  in  the  fun,  ate  remarkably  fo,  but  the  it  ackers  are.- 
of  a  deep  copper  colour,  approaching  nearly  to  black.. 

We  had  a  farther  trial  of  our  patience  this  morning,  having  been  greatly- 
perplexed  with  additional  demands  from  the  Trackers,  concerning  provifions  ;■ 
they  infilling  that  we  lhould  flop- and  buy  fome  cakes,  which  they  expedt 
to  be  fupplied  with  at  leaft  twice  a  day,  befides  their  ufual  allowance  of  rice 

*  Thefe  were  extraordinary  lights,  as  all  fuch  images  are  forbidden  by  tb cAurh,  left  ido» 
Utry  lhould  fprout  from  them. 

’  and 
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and  Ghee.  We  had  reafon  to  fufpeft  our  drunken  Chocarda  at  the  bottom  17  ;S. 

of  this  difturbance,  for  notwithftanding  his  folemn  looks  and  high  (bunding  ' - ■ — 

voice,  and.  all  that  pompous  grimace  under  the  Chocarda  i^ap  (which  is  at 
leaft  a  foot  and  an  half  in  height)  I  obferved  him  in  the  morning  very  fami¬ 
liar  with  our  Trackers.  While  we  were  vexing  ourfelves  at  the  unnecdlary 
delay  which  this  new  demand  of  cakes  had  occafioned,  he  lay  balking 
in  the  fun,  upon  the  Ihore,  and  had  many  fellow^  about  him,  who 
champooed,  or  i'tretched  his  joints,  picked  from  his  head  and  the  collar 
of  the  coat  his  vermin,  and  at  the  fame  time  entertained  him  with  one  of  their 
chorus  fongs.  The  fellow  appeared  much  delighted,  and  in  a  very  parti¬ 
cular  manner  expreffed  his  thanks,  by  putting  his  arm  round  the  necks  of 
the  youngeft,  and  killing  them :  this  mark  of  his  gratitude  however  was  re¬ 
jected  by  fome  of  the  Arabs ,  who  flung  themfelves  from  him,  with  a  look 
.of  ineffable  contempt.  There  was  but  little  difference  here,  in  the  drels  c-f 
the  women  and  men,  except  that  the  firft  had  no  Turbans ,  but  a  fort  of 
handkerchief,  or  veil,  over  their  heads  and  faces.  They  had  alfo  rings  in  their 
ears  and  nofes,  and  bracelets  on  their  wrifts ;  but  their  outer  garment  is 
like  the  men’s,  a  Camaline  of  black  and  white,  like  thofe  we  ourfelves  now 
wear,  and  which  we  provided  ourfelves  with  at  Gombroon ,  when  we  intended 
to  go  to  Bajfora  in  a  Trankey,  difguifed  as  Araks. 

We  pafled  feveral  very  (lately  tombs ;  but  faw  no  other  birds  to-day 
but  gulls.  Now  and  then  we  obferved  a  few  date  trees,  but  they  have 
.been  rare  fmce  we  got  into  the  Euphrates. 

We  now  begin  to  think  that  our  Chocarda  is  in  reality,  rather  a  hindrance 
than  of  ufe  to  ,us,  and  almoft  wilh  we  had  come  without  him,  and 
refolve  to  treat  him  more  cavalierly  than  heretofore,  and  not  fo  implicitly 
to  yield  to  his  commands.  The  night  before  laft  we  put  on  board  the 
Sandal ,  a  bottle  of  claret,  and  another  of  fhrub  for  the  ufe  of  Mr.  Hemet,  left 
we  fhould  be  feparated  from  him  again,  as  we  were  yefterday  at  dinner  time. 

We  are  now  told,  that  the  Turk,  though  he  had  before  taken  a  chearful  glafs 
with  us,  the  very  fame  evening  drank  a  pint  of  the  claret  off  at  a  draught, 
and  finiflied  the  bottle  the  next  morning.  He  makes  it  a  rule  to  call  for 
punch  every  quarter  of  an  hour,  b.efides  drams  at  intervals.  Coffee  (the 
Turks  common  regale)  he  often  refufes,  and  has  forbidden  its  being  gotten 
for  him ;  he  fays,  that  he  likes  punch  better,  but  prefers  claret  (of  ten  (hillings 
a  bottle)  above  all  other  liquors.  We  (hall  however  mortify  him  in  this 
particular,  and  for  the  future  drink  no  wine  at  dinner,  when  he  happens  to 
be  with  us. 

At  four  this  afternoon,  we  paffed  a  fmall  river  on  the  left-hand  Ihore ;  as 
we  had  before  feveral  on  the  right ;  this  we  can  trace  with  the  eye  above  a 
mile  into  the  Dejert.  Between  feven  and  eight,  we  got  to  Cota ,  a  village  Cota. 
op  the  left  fide  of  the  river,  a  few  houfes  of  which  are  built  with  ftone, 
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J7,g,  which  we  did  not  obferve  before  in  any  other  village  fituated  on  the  bank 

, t j  of  this  river  j  a  mud-wall  furrounds  it.  We  faluted  the  chief  with  one 

gun. 

At  half  paff  ten,  we  changed  our  Trackers.  Thofe  we  now  difcharged, 
entertained  us  with  a  fong  at  parting,  and  gave  an  excellent  character  ”of  us 
to  their  fuceeffors ;  they  went  fo  far  as  to  tell  us,  that  fhould  we  not  be 
able  to  get  new  men  here,  they  would  track  us  up  to  Hill  a.  We  per¬ 
formed  our  promife  to  them,  as  to  paying  them  their  wages  ourfelves, 
and  behaved  very  coldly  to  our  Chocarda.  On  this  account  Mr.  Hemet 
vifited  us,  and  earneftly  recommended,  that  we  fhould  not  carry  matters 
to  extremities  with  this  man,  exprefling  his  fear  that  if  we  did,  his  villainy 
might  prompt  him  to  carry  on  intrigues  with  the  Arabs  to  our  prejudice 
he  propofed  that,  on  the  contrary,  we  fliould  put  twenty  rupees  into  his 
hands,  and  defire  that  with  them  he  would  procure  proviflons  for  himfelf 
and  fervant,  and  purchafe  of  the  villagers  what  might  be  wanting  for  the 
T ^ackers :  he  was  perfuaded  that  the  Chatarda  would  cheat  us  of  our  money,, 
but  that  he  looked  on  as  the  leaft  of  the  evils  we  had  to  apprehend  ;  but 
obferved,  if  at  our  arrival  at  Hafca ,  we  fhould  ftill  have  reafon  to  be  dif- 
pleafed,  there  would  be  the.  fitteft  place  to  difmifs  and  difgrace  him,  ac¬ 
quainting  the  governor  Aly  Ago.  of  his  behaviour.  Sorely  againft  our  will, 
we  acquiefced  in  the  propofal,  and  at  his  requeft  delivered  into  his  hands  tor 
the  Chocarda ’s  ufe  a  bottle  of  ftrong  liquor,  with  which  he  got  drunk  before 
eleven  o’clock  the  fame  night. — Advanced  the  lad  twenty-four  hours,  about 
thirty-two  miles..  Courfe  was  chiefly  north-weft. 

May  ?.  Yefterday  we  were  greatly  perplexed  with  flies,  but  now  with  Mufcbetos  r 
the  air  during  the  night,  was  rather  cold.  At  three  this  morning  we  paffed 

a  large  lake  on  the  left,  and  at  four,  another,  with  great  difficulty  to  our 

Trackers ;  fpoke  then  with  a  boat  from  Baghdad,  Hojajhee  matter,  who  told 
us  he  was  difpatched  by  Mr.  Garden  with  letters  for  Mr.  Shaw  at  £  offer  a, 

and  that  we  fhould  be  early  enough  for  the  Caravan.  At  fix  we  an- 

Aesj ia.  chored  abreafl  of  the  village  Arsjia -,  we  faluted  the  Shekk  with  one  gun,, 
difeharged  our  Trackers  and  got  others. — At  nine  we  weighed,  and  began 
to  track  again.  Mr.  Pye  and  myfelf,  while  we  were  off  Arsjia,  took  a  little 
walk  on  fhore ;  that  place,  like  almoft  all  the  other  Arab  villages  we  had 
yet  feen,  is  chiefly  compofed  of  very  pitiful  reed  and  mat-houfes,  encom- 
pafled  with  a  mud-wall  and  battlements,  with  a  view  to  its  being  defended 
with  lances,  and  matchlock  mufketry  (the  principal  arms  of  the  Arabs) 
againft  their  rebel  countrymen  in  the  Defert,  who  are  commonly  called  the 
wild  Arabs.  Almoft  all  the  Arabs  who  have  not  fwords,  carry  in  their 
hands  a  hooked  Flick  about  two  feet  long.  They,  here  wear  their  beards 
to  a  full  length,  trimming  them  to  a  point  below  the  chin  :  the  young 
people  have  their  hair  long  on  the  forehead,  but  behind  they  are  commonly 
fhaved. 


In 
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In  our  walk  we  faw  fix  or  eight  loaded  camels  going  into  Arsjia.  We  175?* 
now  loft  fight  of  corn  fields ;  the  banks  and  country  near  the  river,  being 
co vered  -with  a  ftrong  (cented  thorny  Ihrub,  having  a  ferrated  leaf,  fmaller,  but 
in  make  like  that  of  the  Gum-Arabic .  Two  or  three  pelicans  went  down 
the  river,  and  about  three  in  the  afternoon,  many  partridges  fprung  from  out 
of  the  (brubs.  We  were  prefented  by  a  poor  Aral  with  a  mullet,  weigh¬ 
ing  two  pounds,  which  he  (truck  with  his  fpear ;  and  laft  night  we  had 
fome  cucumbers  and  milk  given  to  us  j  we  returned  thanks  for  each,  in  a  ttvc- 
marmocda  piece. 

We  killed  this  afternoon,  what  we  were  told,  was  a  venomous  water- 
fnake,  two  feet  and  a  half  in  length,  that  had  gotten  up  the  vefifel’s  rudder, 
and  was  making  its  way  into  the  cabbin.  At  five  Mefirs.  Alms  and  Pigot 
went  .on  (bore  with  their  fufils,  in  hopes  of  (hooting  partridges,  which  are 
here  in  great  plenty  j  they  faw  many,  but  had  no  fuccefs,  and  returned  with 
only  three  doves. 

Moft  of  the  road  to-day  has  been  very  difficult  for  our  Trackers.  Wind, 
current,  and  rippling  waves  againft  us.  A  boat  pafied  us  this  afternoon, 
three  days  from  Hilla,  loaded  with  provifions.  We  now  hear  every  night 
a  hideous  howling  of  JackaMs,  and  our  ‘Trackers  are  very  fearful  of  meeting 
with  lyons.  At  noon  our  latitude  by  obfervation  was  31°  4  north, 
which  being  but  fix  miles  more  than  we  made  on  Sunday  laft,  (hews  that 
our  courfe  has  been  chiefly  weft.  Got  this  day  thirty-four  miles. 

We  pafied  this  laft  night  very  difagreeably.  Our  rafcal  of  a  Chocarda  3- 

was  the  occafion ;  without  afiigning  the  leaft  reafon  for  it,  he  about  eight 
in  the  evening,  put  the  luggage-boat  on  (hore,  and  infilled  that  we  (hould 
do  the  fame  with  the  yacht  •,  but  his  words  had  no  influence  on  us  ;  on  the 
contrary  we  gor.ata  proper  diftance  into  the  dream,  where  we  could  both 
fee,  and  oppofe  an  enemy.  This  fellow,  who  was  either  much  frightened 
himfelf,  or  willing  to  frighten  us,  expatiated  largely  on  the  danger  we  were 
now  in  from  the  wild  Arabs,  and  urged  the  neceffity.of  our  keeping  clofe 
to  him :  the  very  reafons  he  affigned  for  our  doing  it,  induced  us  to  get 
farther  from  the  (hore,  whole  bank  in  this  place,  was  much  higher  than  our 
vefiel,  and  almoft  hung  over  our  heads.  We  learned  afterwards  from  Mr. 

Hemet  (who  was  fo  unhappy  as  to  be  with  him  all  night)  that  upon  our  get¬ 
ting  into  the  dream,  he  grew  enraged,  whifpered  the  Trackers ,  and  gave  them 
their  cue  to  alarm  us :  they  hailed  us  from  the  lhore,  and  told  us,  if  we  did 
not  immediately  draw  nigh  to  them,  they  would  run  away.  We  made  no 
reply,  nor  any  change  incur  condufh  Soon  after,  they  fetup  a  hideous  noile, 
fometimes  in  the  howl  of  the  Jackal!,  fometimes  like  a  dog,  and  every  now 
and  then  called  to  us  in  a  threatening  manner.  Our  Chocarda.  finding  that 
.all'  his  fchemes  had  no  manner  of  eftetft  upon  us,  ordered  his  Arabs  to  dance 
and  fing  around  their  fire ;  and  for  the  whole  of  their  obedient  behaviour. 
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'he  diilributed  among  them  two  Abaffees,  telling  them  they  were  good  boys, 
r — '  and  that  he  expected  the  fame  fubmifiion  to  his  future  commands,  as  they 
had  ihevvn  that  evening.  He  dropt  alfo  fome  threatening  exprefiions  to  Mr. 
Hemet ,  as  that  having  refufed  to  obey  his  directions,  we  fkould  perifh .”  He  load- 
.ed  his  mufket  and  piftol,  and  a:  half  paft  eight,  fired  the  firft,  and  at  ten  the 
laft,  both  with  ball,  pointed  towards  us,  but  not  fo  directly,  as  if  defigned  to 
hit  us.  Mr.  Hemet  obferved,  thatfoon  after  he  whifpered  again  to  the  Arabs, 
when  feven  or  eight  .of  them  left  the  veffel  and  got  afhore ;  prefently  they 
returned  on  board  in  a  diiorderly  hafte,  and  fo  disfigured,  as  greatly  to 
alarm  him  :  the  villains  view,  no  doubt,  was  fofar  to  intimidate  Mr.,  Hemet, 
that  we  through  him  might  be  prevailed  upon  to  fubmit  ourfelves  implicitly 
to  his  orders.  The  good  old  man  indeed  did  hail  us  feveral  times,  and  told 
us,  the  fcoundrel’s  conduit  was  fuch,  that  he  really  was  in  fear  of  his  life, 
and  that  he  could  not  help  fufpefting,  he  was  meditating  fome  mifc'niev- 
011s  defign  againft  us,  About  a  quarter  after  ten  he  once  more  got 
under  fail,  p.affed  to  the  other  fide  of  the  river  '  and  began  to  track : 
we  did  the  fame.  At  one  in  the  morning,  he  laid  the  luggage-boat  afhore 
again,  for  no  reafon  thac  we  could  think  of,  unlefs  to  give  us  a  frefh 
proof  of  his  infolence  and  endeavour  for  the  maftery.  We  determined  with 
one  confent  to  purfue  our  plan,  and  by  no  means  to  fubmit  ourfelves  to 
his  folly  and  obftinacy.  We  formed  among  ourfelves  various  fchemes  for 
punifhing  him  for  his  infolence ;  but  on  this  head  came  to  no  final  deter¬ 
mination,  having  heard  too  much  of  the  revengeful  ways  of  thefe  people, 
to  refolve  precipitately.  However,  as  we  carry  a  letter  of  recommendation 
from  Mr.  Shaw  to  Aly  Aga,  governor  of  Hafca ;  we  lhall  talk  to  him,  on 
•the  Chocarda' s  behaviour,  and  probably  prevail  on  him  to  hinder  his  going 

.any  farther  with. 

At  nine  this  morning  we  paffed  by  a  large  river  on  the  right  hand ;  which 
communicates  with  the  ’Tygris ,  and  has  a  large  place  Handing  near  it  called 
ay  him.  Grayhsm.  The  weather  cloudy,  wind  N.  N.  E.  and  blew  frefh,  fo  that  our 
Hackers  had  very  hard  work.  At  three  in  the  afternoon,  the  Sandal  flopped, 
and  the  Chocarda' s  Arabs  were  very  afcive  in  fecuring  our  veffel  to  a  flake, 
near  his.  We  called  out  in  a  peremptory  tone  to  caft  off  our  rope  imme¬ 
diately  ;  they  obeyed  us,  and  we  anchored  off  in  the  ftream,  fo  as  to  com¬ 
mand  either  fhore.  We  had  prefently  an  alarm  from  the  Chocarda,  of  Arabs 
being  near  us ;  but  not  difcovering  any  from  our  poop,  or  maft-head,  we  were 
very  tranquil.  In  the  fpace  of  half  an  hour,  the  luggage-boat  tracked  again; 
we  did  the  fame,  and  foon  joined  her;  then  our  Chocarda  hailed  us  in  a  more 
complaifant  manner  than  of  late,  and  told  us  to  be  under  no  alarm,  that  no¬ 
thing  fhould  hurt  us ;  we  gave  him  for  anfwer,  that  we  were  perfeftly  eafy  in 
relpeft  to  all  the  world,  but  himfelf;  that  we  were  prepared  to  refift  a 
thoufand  Arabs  or  more-,  but  that  our  peace  had  been  fomewhat  difturbed 
by  his  irregular  conduct :  we  affured  him  that  we,  would  be  our  own  .mailers, 
and,  jf  we  thought  fit  to  go  ahead,  to  be  aftern,  near  the  fhore, .  or  in 
she  middle  of  the  ftream,  we  ihould  guide  ourfelves  in  conformity  to  our 
5  own 
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own  opinion,  whether  it  fhoold  pleafe  or  difpleafe  him ;  that  therefore,  if 
he  chofe  to  be  on  good  terms  with  us,  it  was  neceffary  he  fhould  reconcile 
himfelf  to  our  refolution.  He  made  a  civil  reply,  and  came  into  our  yacht. 
We  recapitulated  the  particulars  of  his  ill  behaviour,  and  plainly  told  him, 
that  a  continuance  of  it,  could  not  end  to  his  advantage,  either  ip.  refpeft 
to  his  mafter  at  Bajfora,  the  Bajha  of  Baghdad  or  ourfelves.  He  now 
laid  a’flde  his  haughtinefs,  and  (aid,  he  was  lorry  for  what  had  palled,  and 
promifed  a  better  look-out  for  the  future.  We  finifhed  our  letture  by 
edvifing  him  to  drink  coffee  and  water  only,  gave  him  a  difh  of  the  firft, 
and  refolved  he  fhould  have  from  us  nothing  elfe. 

No  villages,  corn  fields  or  pafture  land ;  nothing  but  wild  fhrubs  on  the' 
banks  of  the  river,  and  the  Defert  is  at  a  quarter  of  a  mile  diftance.  Numbers, 
of  partridges  and  pidgeons  ftill.  We  this  day  were  very  bufy  in  making, 
bounces  to  give  a  grand  falute  to  Aly  Aga ;  and,  as  they  may  be  uleful  to 
us  againft  an  enemy  in  the  room  of  hand-grenades,  we  propofed  to  prepare 
a  number  of  them,  loaded  with  Hugs  of  lead  and  iron. 

At  eight  at  night  we  anchored at  eleven  weighed-,  at  a  quarter  paft 
eleven  dropped  anchor  again,  the  Chocarda  calling  to  us,  that  our  men  were 
runaway,  which  was  both  falfe  and  improbable,  being  fo  far  from  their 
home,  and  having  had  no  wages  ;  they  had  laid  themfelves  down  on  the 
fhore,  being  weary  and  in- want  of  reft,  after  wading  through  much  deep  water. 
The  weather  from  nine  in  the  morning  till  five  in  the  afternoon,  was  too 
warm  to  be  pleafant,  yet  not  fo  hot  as  to  give  Eafi  Indians  great  reafon  to 
complain.  Twelve  at  night,  wind  N.  W.  by  N.  and  cold.  Meffrs.  Doidge 
and  Alms,  who  flept  on  the  poop  during  the  firft  watch,  were  glad  to  get 
into  the  cabbin  in  the  middle  and  morning  watches,  on  account  of  the 
cold;  the  fharpnefs  of  the  night  air  made  me  cough  terribly,  but  this  night 
being  tolerably  well,  I  began  to  watch.  The  Pelicans,  which  on  riling  from 
the  water  make  a  great  noife  with  flapping  of  their  wings,  before  we 
were  accuftomed  to  them,  gave  our  watchmen  fome  little  alarm. 

We  got  about  twenty  miles  to-day.  There  was  no  horizon  for  an  ob*- 
fervation  at  noon. — The  boats  which  the  Arabs  ufe  hereabouts  differ  from 
thcfe  I  defcribed  at  Bajfora  only  in  the  fhape ;  they  are  made  like  our  Lon¬ 
don  wherries,  and  are  paddled  on  by  two  men,  but  if  large,  by  four. 

At  five  in  the  morning  our  Trackers  arofe  from  their  fleep,  and  began 
to  track.  Wind  W.  N.  W.  The  river  very  crooked.  At  two  in  the  after¬ 
noon,  we  had  pafled  by  feveral  fmall  illands.  At  three  we  made  our  vefll-ls 
fall  to  the  fhore,  the  Sandal  being  behind ;  at  a  quarter  paft  four  we  began 
to  track  again. 

Laft  night  our  Chocarda  flipped  with  us,  and  thereby  deprived  us,  for 
awhile.,  of  our  bottle  of  claret.  To-day  he  dined  with  us,  and  made  us 
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undergo  the  fame  felf-denial.  He  courted  us  very  much,  but  we  gave  him 
to  underftand,  that  works  and  not  words  difplay  the  man :  this  obfervation 
filenced  him,  and  we  have  no  more  repetitions  of  his  being  our  devoted 
fervant.  We  defired  Mr.  Hemet  (whom  we  'had  now  taken  on  board  the 
yacht)  to  beg  the  Chocarda  to  haften  on  board  the  Sandal-,  and  to  tell  him 
alfo,  that  as  we  had  loft  fo  much  time  in  the  night,  we  ought  not  to.lofe 
any  in  the  day.  He  was  not  well  pleafed,  and  told  Mr.  Hemet  in  a  vulgar 
phrafe  of  the  lurks  “  That  he  (Hemet)  had  eaten  T — d,  and  to  him,  all 
the  difturbances  and  mifunderftandings,  had  been  owing.” 

The  road  for  our  Trackers,  is  here  in  general  very  bad;  they  are  obliged 
to  work  much  in  the  water.  The  country  about  us,  fuch  as  we  paffed 
yefterday.  Great  quantity  of  partridges  and  doves,  are  yet  to  be  feen.  The 
edges  of  the  river  abound  in  fedge,  the  cyprefs-tree,  a  dry  plant  full  of  a 
thorny  feed-veffel,  and  the  caper  fnrub.  The  Miifchetos  are  innumerable; 
their  firings  and  hummings  are  intolerable  to  us  in  the  night,  while  the  flies 
are  extremely  troublefome  in  the  day. 

At  fix  this  evening,  we  paffed  by  an  ifland ;  and  at  eight  we  anchored 
in  the  ftream :  the  Sandal  was  made  faft  to  the  fhore.  We  gained  but 
twenty-two  miles  to-day.  No  horizon  for  obfervation. 

At  live  in  the  morning  weighed,  and  began  to  track.  At  nine  paffed  „ 
two  fmall  boats,  one  going  down  the  river,  the  other  up;  this  laft  had. five 
men  with  three  matchlocks ;  they  looked  fufpicious,  and  our  Chocarda  ' 
affured  us  they  were  rogues ;  but  our  Knockaty  or  pilot,  told  us  he  knew  them, 
and  that  the  chief  of  the  boat  lived  in  the  next  village ;  that  he  had  come 
thus  far  as  an  efcort  to  the  other  boat,  and  now  offered  his  fervice  to  us. 
We  thought  th'is  the  mod  probable  ftory  of  the  two,  yet  kept  a  good  look¬ 
out  all  the  following  night.  At  ten  we  anchored,  our  Trackers  having  left 
the  rope ;  at  eleven,  weighed  and  tracked  again :  fome  rain  fell,  but  in  no 
great  quantity ;  it  thundered  and  lightned,  as  it  did  yefterday. — At  half 
paft  two,  took  the  T rackets  on  board,  and  made  fail  with  a  fine  and  fair 
breeze.  By  four  we  paffed  by  an  old  ruined  fort,  and  three  rivers  on  the 
right,  one  of  which  we  were  told  was  a  branch  of  the  Tygris.  At  half  paft 
five,  fent  alhore  the  Trackers.  At  half  paft  ten  we  anchored  to  wait  for 
the  Sandal. 

Had  it  not  been  for  the  vexation,  proceeding  from  the  Mufchetos,  this 
evening  had  pafled  very  pleafandy.  On  both  Tides  of  the  river  are  the 
willow,  and  poplar  trees ;  a  number  of  birds  rooft  in  them,  which  we  dif- 
turbed  in  our  paffage  ;  the  pidgeon,  turtle,  and  variety  of  finging  birds 
are  here  in  great  abundance.  During  the  whole  night  one  of  the  fongfters 
chaunts  the  notes  of  the  thrulh  and  nightingale.  Large  flocks  of  Pelicans , 
many  ducks,  partridges,  king’s-fi  fliers  and  fwallows,  are  around  us. 
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I  obierved  the  river  this  evening,  to  be  full  of  fifh;  many  of  them  jumped 
out  of  the  water,  and  were  two  feet  long.  We  made'  thirty-nine  miles 
to-day.  No  obfervadon. 

At  four  this  morning  weighed,  and  tacked.  At  five,  fair  weather  and 
a  pleafant  breeze.  Some  date-trees  appear  and  a  little  corn.  Palled  an 
old  fort  on  the  left,  and  at  half  paft  eight  we  anchored  abreaft  of  Senra^a. 
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C  H  A  P.  II. 


Occurrences  on  the  river  Euphrates  from  Semava  'to  Lembloon,  aviDewana 
or  Hafca ;  genteel  reception  from  the  Governor  there.  —  Pujfage  to  Hilla-, 
polite  behaviour  of  the  Governor  of  Hilla. — Account  of  the  Gereed,  a  war¬ 
like  TuvkAh  exercift, — Arrival  at  Baghdad. 


SEMAVA  is  a  walled  town,  but  the  houfes  are  all  built  of  mud.  The 
place  is  governed  by  a  Sheick,  called  Ifmael,  (fubordinate  to  Aly  Aga) 
a  very  artful,  complaifant  old  gentleman.  He  came  on  board  of  us  in-a 
Email  ‘boat  a  little  before  we  reached  the  town,  and  told  us,  that  “  having 
bad  advice  of  our  coming  by  a  boat  which  paffed  us  yefterday,  he  had  gotten 
all  things  in  readinefs  for  our  reception,  as  twenty  Trackers ,  and  provifions 
for  them  in  plenty ;  and  that  he  came  in  perfon  to  affure  us,  he  was  wholly 
devoted  to  our  fervice.”  He  apologized  much  for  his  Difhabille ,  and 
negledt  in  fliaving  his  head  and  trimming  his 'beard,  which  he  faid  was 
■owing  to  his  being  in  mourning  for  two  near  relations.  He  had  a  greac 
facility  of  fpeech,  and  his  compliments  were  truly  hyperbolical.  He  re¬ 
peated  often  “  how  much  he  was  our  fervant.  Sick  and  weak  as  he  found 
himfelf,  yet  he  was  ready  to  take  his  heart  from  his  breaft  to  do  us  good : 
his  arms,  his  eyes,  his  head,  the  whole  which  he  pofieffed,  were  all 
.at  our  command.”  He  foon  added  with  a  melancholy  figh,  that  “  he  had 
for  foir.etime  paft  been  indifpofed,  much  owing  to  worldly  difficulties  •,  and 
at  prefent  was  called  on  by  the  government  for  thirty  purfes  of  money ;  but 
that  he  could,  as  yet,  raile  only  five and  not  long  after,  we  were  given 
to  understand,  that  whatever  prefent  we  were  willing  to  make  him,  he  was 
ready  to  accept  with  thankfulnefs. 

■  Flower,  rice,  and  Ghee  were  brought  on  board  for  our  new  Trackers  ■, 
cucumbers,  milk,  and  two  lambs  for  ourfelves.  We  faluted  the  Sheick  with 
one  gun,  entertained  him,  his  fecretary,  and  a  little  flave  boy  who  ftood  by 
'  him,  firft  with  coffee  and  then  with'  fugar  by  way  of  fweet-meat ;  but  left  it  to 
Mr.  Hemet  and  the  Chocarda ,  ro  recompenfe  him  for  his  prefents  and  trouble. 
They  gave  him  twenty-five  Abaffees  and  the  old  gentleman  appearing  not 

fatisfied. 


[  2  51  ] 

fatisfied,  the  Cbocarda ,  paflionately,  ottered  his  hand  to  i  t 
hack,  and  the  Sbeick  as  haftily  returned  it:  thus  things  ftood  for  a  little 
time;  at  length  the  old  fox  took  back  the  money,  and  delivered  i:  to  his 
le-cretary  his  little  Have  killed  our  hand,  and  the  matter  recommending-  him 
to  our  favour,  we-prelented  him  with  an  Abqjfee.  At  half  paft  eleven,  the 
Sbeick.  left  us ,.fans  cerem.onie,  by  which  we  concluded  that  he  made  lefs  of 
us  than  he  expected.. 

We  bought  here  one  frail  or  bafket  of  Dates  as  an  addition  to  the  Track¬ 
ers.  food,  and  a  few  leeks,  being  all  the  provifiens  we  could  purchafe- 
in  the  market. 

At  two  in- the  afternoon,  we  patted  a  river  going  from  the  N>  E  ;  at  half 
p;aft  three,  got  into  a  perfeft  level,  which  made,  all  the  country  around  appear  - 
like  one  watered,  marfh.  This  overflowing  of  the  river  we  were  told  is 
not  common  fo.foon.  in  the  year  *;  We  concluded  there  mutt  have  been 
great  rains,  or  extraordinary  meltings  of  fnow  on  the  mountains;  and  we- 
pleale  ourfelves  with  ,  the  hopes  that  the  wells  of  water  in  the  Defert,  will 
likewile  be  plentifully  fupplied.  At  a  quarter  after  fix,,  we  flopped  for  the 
other  boat,  and  were  then  abreaft  of  two  large  Arab  camps,  in.  the  wildett 
and  molt  dreary  country  I  ever  beheld.  Mott  of  us  took  a  (hort  walk 
on  there;  but  not.beyond  the-pro'teftion  of  our  little  frigate.  At  feven  we 
tracked  again,  and  at  eight  were  obliged  to  come  to  an  anchor,  it  being  very- 
dark,  and  the.  proper  channel  difficult  to  find,  by  rcai’an  of  the  river  over¬ 
flowing  it’s  banks  for  a  long  way  into  the  Defert.  We  continued  to  keep- 
a  good  look-out,  both  night  arid  day;  and  like  watchful  centinels  called- 
to  each  other,. “  Ail  is ,  well. ” 

Our  Cbocarda  now.  altered  his.  conduct-  much  for  the  better,  often  tell¬ 
ing  us,  “  he  is  our  fervant,  and  our’s  only,  and  that  he  likes  us  lb 
well,  he  fhall  ba  ready  to  .  accompany  us  to  Aleppo we  have  not  re¬ 
turned  the  compliment,  but  continue  to  treat  him  though  civilly,  yet  at 
fome  diftance. .  Our  prefent  Aral  Trackers,  like  all  their  brethren  of  our 
acquaintance,  already  begin  to  grumble,  notwithstanding  they  have  had  an 
addition  to.  their  common  food  by  our  giving  them: -the  preferved  Date  fruit, . 
which  thefe  people  are  at  all  times  very  fond  of,  but  more  lb  now,  as  there 
is,  and  has  been  for  fome  time  paft,.  a  very  great  demand  for  Dates  from 
Baghdad ,  Moful,  and  Diarlekir,  a  dreadful  famine  having  raged  in  the 
two  laft  cities.  Baghdad  itfelf  was  alarmed,  and  -  twelve  thoufand 
B.erjians  now  redding  there,  received  orders  to  quit  the  place,  before  the 
fcarcity  fhould  actually,  reach  it.  This  order  however  was  not  carried  into 

*  In  the  beginning  of  the  fummer,  on  the  fun’s  melting;  the  fnow  upon  the  mountains  nf 
Armenia,  there  is  a  vaft  increafe  of  waters,  which  running  into  the  Euptra::j  in  the  month;., 
of  June,  July,  and  Aiegufi,  makes  it  overBow  its  banks,  and  occaiions  fuel;  another  inundation 
as,  the  Mk .  Sees  in  Egypt.  Rount’s Ancient  Hiftcry,  vA.zJ. 
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1758.  execution,  and  it  is  generally  believed  never  will;  owing  as  much  to  a 

—Iff—*  proper  application  of  1'ome  purfes  given  to  the  Bajha  and  his  minifters,  as  to 
the  prefen t  appearance  of  a  plentiful  crop  of ;  grain.  A  prefent  of  buffalo 
(leakes  were  fent  to  us ' to-day, •  which- we  had- for  dinner,  and  relifhed  them 
very  well ;  and  in. .the  evening  we  had-aprefent  of  milk,  for  which  we  always 
pay  dear  by  a  pecuniary  return. 

It  being  Saturday  night,  according  to  Our  old  fea  cuftom,  we  allowed 
ourfelves  an  extraordinary  bottle,  devoting  it  to  the  remembrance  of  our 
wives,  fweethearts,  parents,,  families  and  friends.  The  Mufchetos  are  lefs 
troublefome  than  of  late,  owing  to  our  having  no  bulhes  about  us.  We 
advanced  this  day  twenty-three  miles.  Had  no  obfervation. 

May  7.  .This  is  the  firft  day  of  the  new  moon,  and  the  beginning  of  the  great 
faft,  Ramazan,  It  continues  till  the  fixth  of  June.  This  faft  begins  every 
year  ten  days  fooner  than  in  the.  former  year.  At  three  quarters  after 
four  this  morning,  we '  began  to  track,  wind  at  S.  E  ;  and  we  foon  got 
into  a  very  delightful  meadow  country,  pretty  well  inhabited  by  Arabs, 
and  their  herds,  and  watered  plentifully  by  the  river :  this  green  and  watery 
profpedt  extends'as  far  as  the  eye  can  reach.  On  our  right,  the  rifing  ground 
is  cultivated  in  lome  fpots,  producing  radilhes,  &c.  Here  are  the  white  and 
brown  Paddy  birds,  fo  common  in  the  Eaji  Indies,  called  by  that  name, 
becaufe  they  chiefly  feed  in  the..  Paddy  or  rice  fields.  We  faw  alfo  the 
painted  diver,  and  black  and  white  crow. 

In  the  middle  and ‘morning  watches  the  air  was  fomewhat-cold ;  the  atmof- 
p’nere  continued  perfedlly  dry-  till  laft  night,  when  we  felt  it  damp.  This 
morning  at  five  o’clock,  we  faw  our  Cbocarda  leave  the  Sandal,  and  go  down 
the  river  in  a  little  boat  we  hired  at  Semava a  meflage  foon  after  came  from 
him,  that  four  of  the  Trackers  had  deferted,  and  he  was  gone  back  to 
Semava  after  them,  but  defiring  us  to  go  on,  and  he  would  follow. 
We  faw  a  galley  aftern  coming  up  the  river.  At  feven,  we  paffed  a  boat 
five  days  from  Hilla  ;  we  underftood  from  her  people,  that  the  Caravan  fet 
out  from  Baghdad  five  days  before  we  failed  from  B afford-,  we  are  unwilling 
to  believe  fuch  bad  news.  About  ten  we  paffed  another  boat  carrying  a 
Janizary  down  the  river,  who  gave  us  intelligence  of  one  Ccjee-Simon,  an 
Armenian  merchant,  having  been  robbed  and  wounded  in  the  river  about 
three  weeks  ago  ;  that  he  was  frill  with  Aly  Aga,  but  the  governor  had'  not 
been  able,  as  yet,  to  recover  a  box  of  pearls  valued  at  twenty  thoufand 
rupees,  which  had  been  taken  from  him. 

Ah  Aga  commands  all  the  country  between  Hilla  and  the  cliftrift  of  Bap 
fora.  The  head  of  the  Sbeicks,  under  his  command,  has  been  ordered  to 
make  a  particular  enquiry  and  fearch  for  the  Armenian's  effedts.  This  Sketch, 
whole  name  is  Mahomed  el  Haamet,  and  whofe  tents  we  gpfled  daft  night, 
■we  were  told,  pays  annually  to  the  govemment  ef  Baghdad,  for.  the  rents  of 

this 
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this  country,  five  hundred  purfes  of  filver,  each  purfe  containing  five 
hundred  rupees,  or  twenty-five  toman ;  and  he  is  in  a  great  meafure, 
accountable  for  the  conduct  of  his  Tribes.  The  Armenian  was  parting  up 
the  river  in  a  defencelefs  condition,  at  the  time  he  was  robbed,  and" it  is 
faid,  his  extraordinary  care  of  his  box,  occafioned  its  being  difcovered  ;  and 
that  his  wounds  were  owing  to  the  refillance  he  made  in  parting  with  fuch 
valuable  effefts.  We  paired  to-day  four  or  five  Arabs  with  lances  ;  thefe  we 
apprehend  are  fome  of  the  Banditti  who  infeft  the  banks  of  this  great  river, 
and  ltrike  fo  much  dread  into  the  minds  of  travellers.  A  Angle  perfon,  or 
a  company  of  travellers  unarmed,  might  (and  I  believe  would)  be  in  great 
danger  from  them ;  but  we  have  nothing  to  apprehend,  provided  we  keep  a 
good  look-out. 

Our  Trackers  work  much  in  the  water,  and  are  inceffantly  murmuring  for 
more  provifion  than  we  can  afford  them.  At  Baffora  we  laid  in  fo  much 
rice  and  Ghee,  as  by  the  Turks  about  Mr.  Shaw,  was  thought  an  ample  ftore 
to  carry  us  to  Hi  Ik,  but  that  has  been  a  long  time  fince  expended,  and 
more  has  been  added  from  every  place  we  have  touched  at,  where  there 
was  a  pofiibility  of  purchafing-,  yet  we  are  always  In  want.  At  Semava, 
a  ftock  was  put  on  board  by  the  Sheick  for  twenty  men,  to  which  we 
added  a  frail  of  dates,  weighing  one  hundred  pounds-,  thefe  ate  now 
greatly  exhaufted,  and  we  are  apprehenfive  of  being  in  want.  The  truth 
is,  thefe  poor  tracking  fellows  come  to  us  half  ftarved,  they  work  hard,  and 
can  eat  five  times  as  much  as  they  ufually  get  at  home,  or  are  allowed,  when 
they  lerve  a  Turk,  or  one  of  their  own  countrymen  ;  but,  whilft  they  are 
in  the  fervice  of  an  European,  of  whofe  riches  they  entertain  a  moft  extra¬ 
vagant  idea,  they  are  ever  difcontented  with  a  common  portion,  and  even  with 
a  double  allowance,  and  in  fpite  of  all  his  humanity  and  care,  will  grumble 
and  give  him  difturbance  :  all  travellers  therefore  who  come  this  way,  Ihould 
be  careful  to  lay  in  a  very  plentiful  ftock  of  provifions  at  their  firft  feuing 
•  out  from  Baffora-,  as  they  will  find  it  a  very  difficult  talk  to  get  any  quantity 
afterwards.  On  the  observing  or  neglefting  of  this  particular,  their  future 
cafe  or  difquietude  will  in  great  meafure  depend.  It  is  not  portable  to 
conceive,  much  lefs  to  defcribe,  the  horrid  noife  and  difturbance,  that  is 
made  by  thefe  Arabian  male-contents  upon  fuch  occafions :  a  ftranger 
to  their  language  and  cuftoms,  could,  not  but  have  his  doubts,  whether  they 
were  not  about  to  feize  him  by  the  collar,;  and  cut  his  throat.  Their  guttural 
language,  fierce  and  ghaftly  looks,  and  threatening  geftures,  added  to  the 
natural"  wildnefs  of  the  country,  muft  needs  fill  him  with  conftant  appre- 
henfions  of  violence,  and  therefore  cannot  fail  of  making  his  whole  paifage 
painful  and  difpleafing  to  a  great  degree. 

About  two  in  the  afternoon,  a  boat  went  by  us  from  Baghdad,  by  which  we 
learned  the  Caravan  was  not  gone.  Soon  afterwards  a  Turkifo  galley  alfo  parted 
.us  with  fome  people  of  confequence.;  they  faluted  us  wich  one  gun,  which 
4  we 
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we  returned.  We  have  no  profpeft  now  but  of  thick  fedge  on  each  fide'*cf 
the  river,  which  is  here  about  120  feet  wide.  At  four,  got  a  little  out  of  the 
rulhy  into  a  more  open  and  pafture  country:  here  we  {topped  for  our 
boat.  Several  Arab  encampments  are  in  fight,  pitched  on  the  final!  riling, 
fpots,  which  are  fcattered  here  and  there  about  this  overflown,  and  flat  country.. 
The  prefent  Arabs  are,  like  their  forefathers,  a  moveable  people  ;  they  tra¬ 
vel  eaft,  weft,  north  and  fourb,  and  pitch  their  tents;  or  ruflt  houfes,  as  the 
foil  beft  ferves  for  feeding  their  cattle,  of  which  they  feem  to  have  great 
plenty.  While  here,  we  were  vifired  by  one  of  their  Sheicks  accompanied 
by  three  or  four  men  better  drefled  than  common  ;  we  fbeved  them  our 
arms,  and  gratified  the  Sbeick  with  five  or  fix  charges  of_  gunpowder,  for 
his  match-lock  pillol,  and  afterwards  added  a  little  fnuff.  Here  we  un- 
drefled  and  fwam  in  the  Euphrates.  The  fame  fort  of  birds  were  feen  by. 
us  to-day  as  yefterday.  This  day  has  been  much  overcaft,  and’ hot,  with., 
thunder  and  lightening. 

We  were  again  terribly  perplexed  with  Mufchetos  this  evening,,  but  were, 
relieved  abouc  twelve  o’clock  by  a  frefh  gale :  the  Burbans ,  which  we  all. 
wear,  are  the  beft  defence  for  our  heads  againft  the  fun  >  and  our  whilkers, 
that  have  been  growing  ever  fince  we  left  Bombay,  fecure  the  upper  lip. 
from  the  vexatious  fling  of  thefe  infefts.  We  made  feventeen  miles  to-day.. 
By  obfervation  at  noon  we  were  in  the  latitude  of  31°  24'' north. 

At  one  o’clock  in  the  morning,  cloudy  weather,  with  thunder,  lightning- 
and  an  appearance  of  rain  falling  to  the  northward.  At  half  after  one  a. 
mufket  was  fired  from  our  yacht  towards  a  fmall  boat,  which,  from  it’s, 
fufpicious  condudl,  our  people  believed  to  be  a  thief.  At  two  tire  Qhocardct: 
returned  from  Semava  with  the  four  defercers.  At  three,  the  wind  changed- 
from  the  fouth,  to  the  north,  and  for  a  little  time,  blew  very  frefh  -..  every 
now  and  then  we  heard  the  report  of  a  mufket  a  little  aftern  of  11s,  and: 
upon  our  left  hand.  At  half  paft  four,  we  began  to  track,  as  did  the  lug¬ 
gage-boat  with  the  Chocarda.  About  fix,  Meflieurs  Alms-  and  Bigot  faw. 
two  wild  hogs  not  far  from  our  T ratkers  they  fired  four  mufleets  with  bails, 
but  the  hogs  efcaped  among  the  rulhes.  At  feven,  palled  on  the  right,  a. 
plantation  of  cotton  trees,  in  a  very  fertile  foil,  and  more  raifed  from  the 
river,  than  any  we  have  lately  obferved.  At  nine  got  again  into  an  over¬ 
flown  meadow-country,  with  encampments  of  Arabs ,  their  families,  and, 
cattle.  Birds  we  faw  as  lad  mentioned,  and  fome  turtle ;  the  infeft  we 
call  Ladycow  every  now  and  then  is  among  us,  alfo  flies,  moths,  and  horfe- 
Itingers ;  the  fparrow  is  alfa  to  be  found  here,  and  in  every  ocher  place  that 
I  have  vilited  in  Afia. 

The  greateft  part  of  this  day  we  tracked  thro’  water,  choaked  up  with 
fedge,  molt  of  it  bread  high ;  the  bottom,  in  fome  places,  was  out  of  a 
man’s  depth.  At  fix  in  the  evening,  we  reached  the  fide  of  a  little  ifland, 
and  not  far  from  it  was  an  Arab  camp ;  we  waited  there  for  our  luggage- 
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boat,  which  did  not  get  up  to  ns,  till  pine  o’clock.  At  faven,  whiift 
at  anchor,  a  Turkifb  galley  paffed  us,  having  the  Pajha  Gange  Mahcmcd 
Aga  on  board  •,  a  general,  commanding  thirty  thoufand  troops  :  he  had  been 
down  the  Euphrates.,  direfting  at  what  places  the  river  fhouid  be  let  ir.,  and 
where  flopped.  We  hailed  him,  and  fome  compliments  paffed  ;  he  told  us 
he  fhouid  haul  a  little  ahead,  and  lye  by  for  the  night ;  we  anfwered  that 
we  would  do  the  fame.  After  he  had  juft  paffed  us,  we  faluted  him  with, 
one  gun,  which  he  returned. 

On  this  little  illand  Meffieurs  Alms ,  Pigct ,  myfelf  and  two  fervants  went 
alhore  with  our  guns,  and  had  good  diversion,  lliooting  at  Jackals  -,  they 
were  the  moll  hairy  ones  I  ever  law,  and  which  like  fpaniels  took  imme¬ 
diately  to  the  water.  We  found  feveral  of  their  holes,  bred  into  one  where 
we  fulpedled  a  Jackal  had  kenneled,  and  made  a  fire  before  it,  but  without 
fuccefs.  We  aimed  feveral  {hot  at  an  animal  we  took  for  the  otter ;  it  lay 
on  the  bank  near  the  water,  but  flipt  in,  and  fwam  from  us,  often  diving,  and 
when  up,  turning  its  head  every  now  and  then  towards  us,  giving  a  melan¬ 
choly  yell :  we  found  its  dung  as  large  as  that  of  a  dog,  it  confuted  of  the 
fhells  of  crabs,  with  which  the  banks  of  the  Euphrates  abound,  as  alio 
turtle  egg  fhells,  and  the  fkins  of  many  kind  of  infefts.  We  killed 
divers  birds.  By  our  Cbccarda,  we  were  told,  that  the  dogs  of  an  Arab 
camp  behind  us,  had  killed  a  large  wild  hog,  which  had  been  before  wounded, 
probably  by  Meffieurs  Alms  and  Pigct,  This  afternoon  Mr  .Alms  killed 
with  a  fingle  ball,  at  the  diftance  of  about  two  hundred  and  fifty  yards,  a 
beautiful  pheafant-coloured  curlew ;  there  were  more  iti  company. 

This  has  been  a  windy  fatiguing  day  for  our  Trackers-,  the  middle  part 
not  very  hot,  the  evening  cold.  The  Mufchetos  about  this  illand  put  us  to 
infufferable  pain,  but  we  got  rid  of  tliefe  tormentors  in  the  night,  as  we 
reached  to  windward  of  the  illand.  This  afternoon  we  paffed  the  very  fpot, 
where  Cojee-Simon,  the  Armenian ,  was  lately  robbed  _  near  to  a  place 
called  Monzaradub.  We  faw  here  a  great  number  of  Pelicans.  Got  nine¬ 
teen  miles.  Latitude  by  Meffieurs  Doidge  and  Alms’s,  obfervations  31 0  33' 
north. 

The  laft  night  was  very  cold,  and  this  morning  the  wind  is  high,  foul 
and  bleak.  Our  'Trackers  Hate  is  fuch,  as  calls  aloud  for  pity,  and  plenty 
of  food :  they  have  worked  feven  hours  in  the  fedge  and  water,  breaft 
high-,  and  at  eleven  o’clock  in  the  morning  no  profpecl  of  a  change 
for  the  better.  Saw"' two  otters  on  a  little  dry  bank,  and  fome  turtle.  We 
got  this  morning  three  quarts  of  fine  rich  milk,  and  wanted  to.  pur- 
chafe  a  calf,  but  the  Arabs  would  not  fell  it,  nor  have  we  been  able  to  buy 
•one  fince  entring  the  river ;  not  owing,  as  in  India ,  to  a  religious  fcruple,  but 
becaufe  it  would  be  a  leffenmg  of  the  herd,  on  whole  number  the  impor¬ 
tance  of  the  Sheick  ' entirely  depends.  Our  Cbccarda,  this  cold  morning, 
4  greatly 
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greatly  exerted  himfelf,  by  encouraging,  punching,  and  by  his  own  ex 
ample  (hewing  the  Trackers  how  they  ought  to  work  ;  he  even  stripped, 
and  threw  himfelf  into  the  water,  (warn  to  the  rope,  and  affifted  for  a  little 
while  in  the  tracking.  What  a  ftrange  alteration  in  the  conduit  of  this 
man  ! 

About  noon  we  drew  near  to  a  high  fpot  of  ground,  and  paffed  a  fomb 
on  the  right,  railed  to  the  memory  of  Hale}  Hojfein.  Upon  this  riling 
ground,  is  a  large  town  built  of  mats  called  Lembloon ;  it  is  on  the  left  fide 
of  the  river,  oppofite  to  which,  on  the  right,  is  another  tomb  or  monument 
raifed  to  Imaum  Kzaai.  The  river  here  is  about  three  hundred  feet  broad.. 
We  fent  our  fervant  to  the  village  to  buy  provifions ;  during  his  abfence, 
the  Turkijh  galley  paired  us,  which  had  been  to-day  behind  us,  and  lefs  ex¬ 
peditious  than  ourlelves.  At  four  our  Sandal  went  by  likewife,  and  then 

our  man  returned  with  fome  rice  and  Ghee,  and  a  bull-calf,  which  with 

great  difficulty  he  had  bought  for  us  ■,  they  would  by  no  means  part  with, 
the  female. 

Since  we  left  Bejforx,  we  have  always  had  cool  water  in  plenty,  owing  to  it’s 
prefervation  in  the  earthen,  jars,  which  we  there  provided  ourfelves-wit-h.  The 
water  is  not  perfectly  clean,  nor  is  it  very  foul  t  we  fine  ic  in  the  jars  with 
a  little  alum,  otherwife  it  would  be  very  muddy.  Upon  the  whole,  at  pre¬ 
fers  we  make  no  complaint  of  our  water,,  but  often  declare,  that  if  the 
wells  of  the  Defer l  are  as  propitious  to  us,  as  the  Euphrates  is  now,  we 
(hall  think  ourlelves  fortunate  in  this  important  article. 

The  fatigue  of  the  morning  occafioned  one  of  our  Trackers  to  run  away;- 
another  of  them  is  fick,  and  two  more  are,  or  pretend  to  be  fo.  With 

pain,  I  obferved  this  forenoon,  that  one  of  the  Trackers  to  the  Turkijh  galley 

from  exceffive  wearinefs  gave  over  work,  and  made  towards  the  veffel,  en¬ 
deavouring  to  get  into  her  ;  he  feemed  to  be  al.moft  exhaufted,  and  cried 
out  for  admittance,  but  inftead  of  being  differed  to, enter  the  galley,  he  was 
feverely  beaten  with  a  large  (lick  by  one  of  the  officers,  and  the  poor  crea¬ 
ture  was  obliged  to  quit  his  hold,  and  to  fwim  the  river;  he  made  for 
the  fedge  on  the  left-hand  fide,  into  which  he  threw  himfelf,  and  lay 
groaning  as  we  paffed  by :  ic  was  debated  whether  we  ought  to  take  him  in, 
but  ’twas  concluded,  that  this  might  give  offence  to  the  Bajha>  and  efpe- 
cially  as  the  man  was  not  far  now  from  an  Arabian  camp.  Soon  after 
we  had  paffed  him,  he  creeped  alhore,  and  made  towards  the  encamp- 


Our  people  fed  well  to-day ;  for  to  tllei'r  rice  and'  Gbee,  we  added  the 
offals  of  the  calf.  How  different  the  cuftoms  of  thefe  Arabs ,  from  the 
Gentaos  in  India !  none  of  the  latter  will  eat  of  the  mod  delicate  food,  even 
if  but  another  Ge»toex  unlds  of  his  own  Cajl,  has  touched  it :  the.  former  -a re 
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fo  free  of  fcruple,  that  they  will  feed  on  the  guts  and  Ikins  of  beafts,  and  1758.' 
eat  every  fcrap  left  on  our  plates.  o— > 

At  nine  at  night  we  anchored  in  the  ftream,  waiting  for  the  Sandal,  which 
joined  us  a  little  before  eleven ;  prefently,  the  Cbocarda  gave  an  alarm  by 
firing  his  mulket  towards  the  fhore,  and  calling  out,  that  “  rogues  were 
very  hear  us  in  boats.”  Our  fervant  Vertan  inllandy  fired  another  from, 
the  yacht,  which  obliged  us  all  to  arm  and  run  to  the  deck.  We  de¬ 
manded  from  the  Sandal ,  the  real  caufe  of  this  manoeuvre  5  were  anfwered, 
that  four  or  five  boats  had  been  near  us,  and  though  hailed,  would  make 
no  anfwer.  •  Mr.  Pye,  who  had  the  watch,  faw  one  fmail  boat  pafs  with  two 
or  three  men,  but  no  more;  and  was  difpleafed  at  the  Servant’s  following 
the  Cbocarda’s  example,  as  there  was  not  the  lead:  occafion  for  the  diftur- 
bance :  by  the  difcharge  of  the  mufkecs,  a  village  alfo  was  alarmed,  which 
by  the  voices  of  men  and  women,  the  cry  of  children,  and  barking  of 
dogs,  we  difcovered  to  be  very  near.  Soon  after,  there  was  a  profound 
filence  on  board  the  luggage-boat,  by  which  we  judged  that  the  Cbocarda 
railed  the  alarm,  with  the  view  only  to  make  us  keep  a  good  look-out, 
while  he  took  a  found  fleep.  The  Turhjb  galley  was  at  this  time  about  a 
quarter  of  a  mile  ahead,  at  anchor  alfo  in  the  ftream. 

Since  we  paffed  Lembloon ,  we  have  been  again  amidft  a  low,  wet  country; 
the  fides  of  the  river  full  of  fedge,  and  very  diftreffing  to  our  Trackers , 

The  otters  here  are  about  the  lize  of  a  cat.  We  faw  but  few  birds  to-day, 

A  fmail  water-lilly  grows  among  the  flags  all  up  this  river. 

At  twelve  at  night,  the  air  was  warmer  than  ufual,  and  damp.  By  obser¬ 
vation  the  latitude  is  31"  40'  north.  We  advanced  only  12  miles  this 
day. 

In  Mr.  Alms's  watch  this  morning,  between  the  hours  of  two  and  five.  May  to. 
fome  little  noife  was  heard  on  board  the  Sandal,  and  our  people  underftood, 
that  a  man  had  jumped  from  her  into  the  water,  and  fwam  to  the  fhore ; 
about  feven  o’clock,  we  received  a  meflage  from  the  Chocarda,  defiring  we 
would  flop  a  little,  for  he  wanted  to  fpeak  to  us  on  an  affair  of  confequence: 
when  he  came,  he  told  us,  with  a  melancholy  countenance,  that,  early  in  the 
morning  he  had  been  robbed  of  fifty  Venetian  Zechins  and  his  outer  veff; 
that  the  thief  had  fwam  from  the  fhore,  ftolen  into  the  veffel,  gotten  to  the 
place  where  he  flept,  and  taken  the  money  from  his  troufers  pocket,  and 
his  coat  by  his  fide.  We  farcattically  looked  furprized,  rallied,  and  told 
him  his  fleeping  was  unlike  an  officer;  that  none  of  us  (which  was  the 
truth)  had  taken  our  clothes  off  fince  we  had  been  on  the  paflage ;  and  then 
expreffed  our  fears  about  the  fafety  of  our  own  affairs  under  his  protection: 

He  would  fain  have  perfuaded  us  to  have  given  full  credit  to  the  flory ;  and 
to  acquit  himfelf  of  negligence,  he  laid  the  whole  blame  on  the  drowfinefs  of 
s  relation  of  his  in  the  fame  vefiel,  in  whole  watchfulnefs  he  faid  he  had 
L  1  placed 
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placed  great  confidence,  and  brought  him  on  that  very  account.  _  We' 
fmiled,  and  appeared  fo  incredulous  on  theoccafion,  that  contrary  to  his  late 
ceremonious  deportment,  he  left  our  vefiel  without  taking  leave. 

We  began  tracking  this  morning  a  little  before  five,  and  prefently  after 
a  boat  went  down  the  river,  three  days  from  Bilk,  which  told  us  that  the 
Caravan  was  not  yet  gone.  The  land  here  is  on  the  drain,  it  having’been 
•  overflowed :  in  fight  were  many  comfortlefs  huts,  feme  placed  on  the  very 
water,  but  almofl:  all  on  exceeding  damp  ground,  drained  by  a  iur- 
rounding  ditch  of  a  foot  and  a  half  deep,  dug  within  four  or  five  feet  of  the 
hut  itfelf.  Such  miferable  places  of  abode,  as  we  have  palled  in  great 
abundance  of  late,  I  never  before  beheld ;  in  each,  which  confifts  of  one 
apartment  only,  are  contained  the  man,  wife  or  wives,  children,  dog,  and 
now  and  then  two  or  three  fowls.  One  Buffalo-cow  always  belongs  to  this 
wretched  lpot,  which  every  morning  and  evening  is  driven  home  to 
oive  fullenance  to  the  family.  In  thefe  hovels,  you  fee  femetimes  a 
fword,  but  always  a  lance  of  about  nine  feet  in  length,  of  the  fame  kind, 
but  not  near  fo  handfome,  as  thofe  at  Madagascar  ;  and  from  them,  I  ima¬ 
gine,  ifilie  out  the  petty  robbers  of  this  part  of  Arabia. 

About  four  this  afternoon  we  had  orr  both  fides,  a  fine  level  paflure 
eountry,  well  inhabited  with  Buffalos ,  oxen,  cows  and  Iheep  ;  the  latter  we 
have  not  remarked  in  plenty  for  feme  days  pall.  Saw  however  a  great 
quantity  of  Pelicans,  and  other  birds.  The  river  here,  is  narrow,  deep,, 
rapid,  and  very  muddy  :  the  two  laft  owing  to  the  land  on  our  right  being 
on  the  drain,  and  the  water  falling  with  feme  velocity  from  a  hanging  level  j 
the  land  to  the  left  is  rather  lower  than  the  river,  but  the  water  is  pre¬ 
vented  from  overflowing,  by  a  bank  which  has  been  thrown  up  by  art, 
and  conftantly  kept  in  repair. 

"We  were  frequently  near  the  ’TurMJh  galley  to-day,  but  could  not  get  a 
fight  of  the  Baffoa,  he  being  in  bed  the  whole  or  greateft  part  of  the  day,  and 
has  been  fo  ever  fince  the  commencement  of  the  Ramazan  ;  fuch  we  are  told 
is  the  ufage  of  dot  Mahometans  in  this  long  fall  of  one  moon  :  they  fuffer  na 
food  or  drink  to  enter  their  lips  during  the  whole  day,  but,  it  is  faid,  riioft 
of  them  feed  heartily  in  the  night..  They  are  glad  to  fpend  that  time  in  fleep, 
which  otherwife  would  be  very  tedious  fo  them,  and  perhaps  imagine  that 
by  this  means  they  fhall  be  lels  liable  to  thofe  felicitations  of  nature, 
which  their  religion  teaches  them!  at  this  fealon,  entirely  to  r.elinquifli 

Our 

_  *  Ramazan,  or  Ramadan ;  a  folemn  feafon  of  fading  among  the  Mahometans,  kept  in  the 
ninth  month  of  the  Arahic  year.  This  fait  confifts  in  abstaining  from  meat  and  drink,  and 
from  lying  with  their  wives  each  day,  from  the  rifing  of  the  fun  ’till  the  ilars  appear ;  and  is 
sf  fuch  Uriel  obligation,  thar  none  are  excufed  from  it;  for  the  fick,  and  all  others  who  cannot 
obferve  it  in  this  month,  are  obliged  to  fall  another  entire  month  inftead  of  it..  So  fuperfti- 
tious  sic  the  Mahometans  in  the  obfetvance  of  this  Lent.,  that  they  dare  not  wa£h  their  mouths,. 
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Our  Chocarda  however  is  not  of  this  fcrupulous  turn ;  the  quantity  of  fpirits  i 75S. 
and  wine  he  daily  drinks,  too  abundantly  declares  it.  He  was  fo  much  off  v— y— 
his  guard  yefterday  as  to  fay,  that  he  would  eat  even  pork  or  bacon  with 
us ;  and  yet  this  fellow,  when  in  a  paifion,  is  always  fure  to  brand  his 
Trackers  with  the  infamous  appellation  of  Pork-Eaters. 

At  feven  o’clock  in  the  evening,  we  drew  near  to  Dewana,  the  capital  of 
the  government  of  Hafca,  where  refides  Aly  Ago, ;  his  power  commences  at  Hasca. 
Corua  (which  ends  that  of  the  governor  of  Bafjbra)  and  extends  up  the  river, 
as  far  as  Htlla.  The  river  grows  much  broader  now,  and  a  little  higher 
up,  it  appeared  to  be  at  leaft  a  mile  over.  At  eight,  paffed  a  large  river  to 
the  left  hand.  All  the  country  about  ns  is  neatly  cultivated  for  pafturage, 
the  river  being  with  great  care  and  judgment  admitted,  or  fhut  out,  agree¬ 
able  to  the  neceffity  of  the  herdfroan. 

At  a  little  after  twelve  at  night,  we  anchored  at  a  fmall  diftance  from 
jDezvam,  commonly  called  (as  is  the  province)  Hafca.  We  got  twenty- 
five  miles  to-day.  At  noon  the  latitude  by  obfervation  was  310  48' 
north. 

At  fun  rife,  which  was  a  quart*  paft  five,  we  faluted  the  governor  with  M ay  n. 

fix  guns  and  eight  bounces  ;  and  agreeable  to  Mr.  Shaw's  diredtion,  fent 
afhore  his  letter,  and  our  compliments  by  Mr.  Hemet ,  the  Chocarda,  and  one 
of  our  European  fervants.  In  a  little  time  we  learnt,  that  the  governor  could 
not  be  fpoken  with  till  five  o’clock  in  the  evening,  upon  account-  of  the 
Ramazan. 

Cojee-  Pagoofe,  an  Armenian  merchant  of  Bajfora,  at  prefent  refiding  here, 
to  whom  Mr.  Shaw  wrote  a  letter  in  our  favour,  came  on  board  of  us 
early  in  the  morning,  to  bid  us  welcome,  and  to  offer  his  beft  fervices  with  the 
governor.  He  told  us,  he  was  confident  Aly  Aga  would  give  us  an  honour¬ 
able  reception,  but  that  on  account  of  the  Fajl  it  would  be  impoffible  for 
any  perfon  to  get  accefs  to  him  before  five  in  the  evening;  that  he  would 
put  Mr.  Sheiks  letter  into  the  hands  of  one  of  the  governor’s  attendants, 
who  on  his  mailer’s  coming  out  of  his  room,  would  be  fure_  to  deliver  it. 

He  added,  that  loon  after  five,  he  believed  we  might  be  i'upplied  with 
Trackers -  and  neceffaries  in  order  for  our  departure,  provided  we  could 
not  be  induced  to  tarry  longer;  but  that  he  himfelf  fhould  be  happy 
could  he  prevail  on  us  to  flay  a  little  while,  and  receive  the  civilities 
the  governor  would  be  ready  to  (hew  to  Englzfhmen.  As  he  verily 

or  even  fellow  their  fpittle.  The  men  are,  indeed,  allowed  to  bathe  themfelves,  on  condi¬ 
tion  they  do  not  plunge  the  head  underwater,  left  feme  drops  enter  by  the  mouth  or  cars,  &c. 

But  as  for  the  women  they  are  llrleUy  forbidden  to  bathe,  &c.  However,  they  frequently 
fcaft  all  night.  The  Mahometans  call  this  month  holy,  and  believe  that  as  long  as  n  laib, 
the  gates  of  Parsdife  are  open,  and  tliofe  of  Hell  ihut. 

Dilimarf  of  Arts  and  Sciences. 
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believed  the  Caravan  would  not  depart  from  Baghdad  before  the  fifteenth 
0f  the  Moor.,  we  refolved  to  wait,  and  ic  was  agreed  upon  between  Cojee 
Pagoofe  and  us,  that  at  fun- let,  the  time  Aly  Aga  was  to  appear  on  his 
Terraco,  we  would,  on  the  fignal  of  the  merchant’s  waving  his  hand  that  the 
Jga  was  there,  falute  him  from  our  little  yacht,  which  we  accordingly  did, 
repeating  the  falute  of  the  morning. 

The  governor  and  his  numerous  attendants,  appeared  on  the  houfe-top,  a 
little  before  the  fetting  of  the  fun  ;  and  when  it  was  gotten  to  the  horizon,  I 
obferved  that  he  and  all  his  train,  proftrated  themfelves  in  prayer.  Soon 
after  they  had  ended,  a  meffage  came  from  Aly  Aga ,  congratulating  us  upon 
our  fafe  arrival  at  Hafca,  with  aflurances  of  his  doing  all  in  his  power  to 
forward  ourpafTage  up  the  river;  and  excufes  for  having,  on  account  of  the 
ftrift  laws  of  the  Faji,  kept  us  fo  long  without  his  paying  his  compliments : 
concluding  with  an  invitation,  to  drink  coffee  w ith  him  in  the  evening. 
To  all  this  having  made  our  proper  acknowledgements,  the  mefifenger 
added,  that  the  governor  would  be  obliged  to.  deprive  himfelf  of  the  plea- 
fure  of  our  company  till  late  in  the  evening ;  the  reafon  afligned  was,  be- 
caufe  he  intended  to  prefent  one  of  us  with  a  Turkijh  veil,  and  as  he  had 
ordered  that  it  fhould  be  a  very  handfome  one,  it  would  require  fome  hours, 
to  make  it. 

Monfieur  Hemet,  on  this  occaffon,  was  our  interpreter;  and'  as  he  had 
fpent  fo  much  of  his  time  in  Berfta,  about  the  court,  he  knew  very  well 
how  to.  aft  for  us.  He  prevailed  upon  Aly  Aga  to  fend  us  his  great  barge, 
at  the  time  he  wifhed  us  to  come,  and  told  him,  that  we  were  unaccuftomed 
to  fit  on  the  ground  though  covered  with  a  carpet;  the  governor  replied, 
that  “  we  fhould  have  cufhions,  and  was  he  mailer  of  chairs,  we  fhould  be 
welcome  to  them adding,  that  if  we  chofe  to  fend  our  own  feats,  it  would, 
be  altogether  as  agreeable  to  him.  This  was  a  matter  of  the  utmoft  indif¬ 
ference  to  us,  we  had  no  public  charafter  to  maintain,,  and  fhould  Have  been 
as  well  pleafed  with  the  cufhion,  as  the  flool ;  but  our  old  friend  would 
not  hear  of  what  he  called  fuch  a  concefiion,  alluring  us,  that  the  chair  or 
the  flool,  “  voud  be  di  more  honorable we  fubmitted,  failing  at  each  other.. 
An  intimation  had  been  given  us,  that  three  would  be  the  proper  number 
to  wait  on  this  great  man  ;  fuch  he  really  is,  his  government  being  the 
mod  important  of  any  in  this  part  of  the  world,  the  Bafha  of  Baghdad  ex¬ 
cepted.  It  was  eleven  o’clock  before  the  officer  of  his  houfehold  came  in. 
the  barge  to  attend  us,,  though  during  this  time,  there  had  been  fent  us^ 
more  than  one  apology  for  the  delay.  As  loon  as  we  were  landed,  the 
barge  faluted  us  with  one  gun  :  Cojee  Pagoofe,  with  many  officers,  received  us 
on  the  fhore,  attended  with  fervants  and  a  number  of  lights,  and  they  all  ac¬ 
companied  us  to  the  governor.  We  were  received  on  the  Terrace-,  Aly  Aga- 
was  feated,  furrounded  by  his  principal  Agas  to  the  number  of  fifty,  dreffed 
in  green  or  red.  At  our  coming  to  the  carpet,  on  which  the  flools  were 
placed,  we  put  oil  our  fhoes,  which  we  had  flipped  down  for  that  purpofe 

before 
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before  we  left  the  veffel:  we  were  dreffed  as  Europeans,  and  on  approaching  1758. 
him,  we  uncovered  our  heads,  and  bent  our  bodies,  after  our  own  manner  ;  ’ — r— J 

he  returned  our  compliments  fitting,  but  gracefully  bending  his  body  for¬ 
wards,  putting  his  right  hand  upon  his  breaft,  and  then  immediately  point¬ 
ing  to  our  feats,  we  fat  down,  and  covered  our  heads.  We  fat  fronting 
him ;  on  each  hand  he  had  an  ancient  venerable  perfon ;  farther  to  his  risht^ 
were  in  four  ranks  other  officers  all  fitting,  fix  or  feven  in  each  rank,  and 
to  his  left  were  ftill  more..  Many  fervants  flood  behind  us,  among  them 
my  man.  Alexander  had  intruded  himfelf ;  our  Chocaria  too  was  obferved 
to  be  at  this  entertainment. 

Aly  Aga  addrefied  himfelf  to  us,  by  the  mouth  of  Ccjee  Pagoofe  and  Mr. 

Hemet ;  Pagoofe  fpeaking  to  the  latter  in  Perfian,  and  he  to  us  in  French , 
and  fometimes  in  broken  Engiijh.  Common  compliments  took  place  firft, 
refpecting  our  health,  that  of  Mr.  Shaw,  Sec.  then  he  afked  us  of  the  par¬ 
ticular  incidents  of  our  voyage  hitherto,  of  our  intended  route,  and  of  our 
motives  for  undertaking  fo  fatiguing  and  perilous  a  journey  he  was  greatly 
amazed  to  find  they  were  not  pecuniary  ones,  but  proceeded  chiefly  from 
curiofity.  He  then  changed  his  difcourfe  to  our  company’s  affairs  at  Bengal, 
and  the  revolutions  which  had  lately  happened  there  ;  talked  of  our  fleet  in 
India,  of  the  feveral  powers  at  war  in  Europe,  and  of  the  face  of  affairs  there 
at  prefent ;  and  at  laft,  of  the  navigation  up  the  river  Euphrates,  of  the 
latitude  of  Bajfora,  Dewana,  &c c.  During  this  converfation  we  were  enter¬ 
tained,  firft,  with  a  faucer  of  fweetmeats,  of  which  fome  of  us  eat  four  or 
five  very  final]  fpoonfuls,  and  intended  to  have  finithed  the  whole,  but 
Monfieur  Hemet  whifpered  to  leave  off,  '■’■for  dat  one  fpoonful  only ,  was  de 
snore  polite  ■”  then  a  fmall  cup  of  coffee  was  brought,  and  after  a  Abort  in¬ 
terval  a  fmall  bafon  of  warm  fweet  water  fcented  with  rofes ;  laftly,  our 
handkerchiefs  were  wetted  with  rofe-water,  and  our  noftrils  fumigated  with 
the  fmoke  of  Ambergreafe  and  Agala  wood.  We  had  been  given  to  under- 
ftand,  that  foon  after  the  ferving  of  the  fweet  water'  and  odours,  we  fhould 
be  at  liberty  to  take  our  leave  ■,  on  our  making  a  motion  to  do  this,  Aly  Aga 
repeated  to  us,  how  forry  he  was  the  folemnity  of  the  Ramazan  deprived 
him  of  the  pleafure  of  our  company  by  day;  but  that,  if  convenient  to  us, 
he  fhould  be  happy,  would  we  continue  here  for  a  few  days  to  recover  from 
our  fatigue,  and  he  would  endeavour  to  make  us  pafs  the  time  as 
agreeably  as  was  in  his  power.  We  excufed  ourfelves  from  accepting  his 
kind  invitation,  by  informing  him  of  the  neceffity  we  were  under  to 
reach  Baghdad  as  foon  as  poffible;  and  that  we  had  an  additional  mo¬ 
tive  to  haften  our  journey,  which  was  the  earned  defire  of  feeing  our 
native  country,  and  our  families,  from  whom  we  had  'differed  a  long 
and  painful  reparation.  His  anfwer  implied,  that  he  ftncerely  wiihed  us  a 
happy  fight  of  both,  hoped  our  journey  and  voyage  would  be  as  pleafant 
and  fpeedy  as  poffible,  and  that  the  Great  God  would  condudl  us  fafe.  We 
exprefled  in  the  beft  terms  we  were  able,  our  fenfe  of  his  favors  ;  to  which, 
he  replied  very  fenfibly  and  politely.  As  foon  as  we  got  from  our  feats. 
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Mr.  Doklge,  our  elected  chief,  had  a  filk  Petite  or  veft  put  upon  Jnm,  lined 
with  Ermine,  worth  about  ten  pounds,  for  which  he  made  one  of  his  hand- 
lbmeft  bows  to  Aly  Aga. 

Our  vifit  lafted  about  half  an  hour,  when  we  all  took  leave,  and  repaired 
to  the  barge,  and  in  her  to  the  yacht :  the  barge  fired  another  gun  at  pur 
getting  on  board.  Pagoofe  and  the  fame  officer  of  the  honienold  who  la  ad 
attended  us.  before,  now  accompanied  us  to  our  cabbin.  Yve  drank  before 
them  Ah  Age's  health,  and  fired  a  gun.  Between  twelve  and  one  both 
the  ft:  gentlemen  left  us,  by  whom  we  lent  on  fhore  ten  fequins,  or  about 
five  guineas,  to  the  treafurer,  to  be  divided  among  the  governor’s  fervants. 
We  detained  them  for  a  while,  purpofely  to  give  Mr.  Boidge  an  oppor¬ 
tunity  of  finiihir.g  his  letter  to  Mr.  Shew,  to  whom  we  were  obliged  to 
write,  having  this  day,  by  the  advice  of  Cojee  Pagoofe,  difmiffed  Mr.  Cho- 
carda,  for  a  repetition  of  his  infolence,  without  making  him  the  leaft  prefent. 
We  had  painted  his  behaviour  in  its  true  colours  in  our  letter  to  Mr.  Shaw , 
but  at  Aly  Aga’s  requeft  we  added  a  poftcript  by  way  of  mitigation ;  this 
ftrange  inconfiften t  fellow  having  thrown  himfeif  at  the  feet  of  that  gover¬ 
nor,  begging  his  interceffion  with  us  to  write  as  little  to  his  prejudice 
as  poiTibk. 

Eefore  Cojee  Pagoofe  left  our  veflel,  we  defired  him  to  tell  us,  what  was 
the  occafion  of  the  hearty  laugh,  which  we  obferved  had  taken  place 
whilft  Aly  Aga  was  making  his  enquiries ;  he  acquainted  us  that  the  old 
gentleman  who  fat  on  the  governor’s  right  hand,  affected  to  be  a  judge  of 
what  Meliks.  Boidge  and  Alms  were  telling  Aly  Aga  regarding  the  latitude 
and  longitude  of  places,  and  frequently  threw  in  his  approbation  by  fay¬ 
ing  “  Aye  that's  true the  laugh  arofe  from  the  governor’s  merrily  reply¬ 
ing,  “  I  do  not  doubt  of  the  truth  of  what  thefe  gentlemen  advance,  and 
to  be  furc  you  are  an  accurate  judge  of  it;  for  the  utmoft  of  your  erudition 
in  this  way,  is  I  think  confined  to  the  latitude  and  longitude  of  my  Perfon ; 
that  indeed,  you  are  pretty  well  acquainted  with.”  Aly  Aga  is  a  native  of 
Perfia,  and  a  man  of  a  more  inquifitive  turn  than  is  commonly  found  (as 
we  were  told)  among  the  Turkifh  governors. 

Dewana,  which  by  our  obfervations  lies  in  the  latitude  31°  5 S'  north, 
is  a  confiderable  town,  built  with  mud;  the  governor  is  obliged  to  pay  into 
the  treafury  of  the  Bafha  of  Baghdad,  fifteen  hundred  purfes  yearly,  it 
being  the  ftated  royal  rent  of  the  diftrid ;  but  I  am  well  informed  that 
Aly  Aga  remits  at  leaft  three  thoufand  purfes :  this  additional  fum  is 
acquired  by  mulds  oh  the  Arabs  for  different  crimes,  efpecially  for  rob¬ 
beries.  The  fines  are  commonly  paid  in  cattle  by  the  Sbeicks,  but  the 
Turks  icon  turn  them  into  cafh. 

This  condud  of  Aly  Aga  in  remitting  more  to  the  royal  treafury  than  is 
required  from  him,  appears  a  very  extraordinary  circumftance  at  firft  fight ; 

but 
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but  it  is  truly  a  moll  refined  ftroke  of  policy :  for  knowing  that  iatmenie 
riches  in  this  country  are  the  fureft  means  to  fhorten  a  man’s  days,  he  puts 
himfelf  out  of  all  danger  by  never  prefuming  to  accumulate"  them  for 
his  own  ufe.  He  is  rather  ftudious  to  be  thoucmt  tne  pent-rous  nun  c;Tn- 
terefted,  than  the  rich  and  opulent  man.  Doubtlefs,  it  is  entirely  owin'? 
to  this,  that  he  is  fo  great  a  favourite  with  the  Bafita  of  Baghdad,  whole 
purfe  he  takes  care  to  fill,  though  he  finds  it  prudent  to  neglect  his 
own. 

Mr.  Shaw  told  me  at  Bajfara,  the  particulars  of  a  difpute  between  him 
and  Aly  Aga  when  governor  of  that  place,  for  which  the  latter  was  difplaced, 
and  but  of  late  appointed  to  the  command  at  Hafca.  He  has  fince  acknow¬ 
ledged,  that  he  injured  Mr.  Shaw,  and  made  all  proper  concefiions  to 
him.  They  had  now  entered  into  a  friendly  correfpondence,  and  a  new 
branch  of  trade ;  which  it  is  hoped  will  prove  advantageous  to  the  company, 
and  be  of  fervice  likewife  to  this  generous,  genteel,  worthy  man,  whofe 
common  emoluments  are  judged  inadequate  to  his  fpirlt  and  deferts. 

At  half  pad  eight,  we  weighed,  and  took  our  lad  leave  of  Aly  Aga,  with 
the  difcharge  of  all  our  guns;  our  bounces  being  expended  in  the  unex¬ 
pected  fecond  falute  of  yefterday,  we  could  not  carry  the  compliment  any 
farther ;  Cojee  Pagoofe  undertook  to  apologize  for  us  on  this  head.  Here,  two 
of  the  Lafcars  or  fearnen  belonging  to  our  Sandal  ran  away ;  Vert  an  got 
two  perfons  in.  their  room,  one  of  whom  foon  left  us  alfo  :  this  fervant  had 
now  the  charge  of  that  veflel  fince  the  difmiflion  of  the  Chocarda  and  hi* 
adherents,  of  whom  we  were  now  told  there  were  three  or  four. 

At  eleven  we  eroded  the  river,  and  began  to  track  on  the  left  hand  fide. 
The  land  in  view  is  partly 'pafture,  partly  arable,  the  cattle  continue  the 
fame  as  lately  mentioned,  but  horfes  are  more  numerous.  We  obferved 
one  of  the  latter  fwimming  acrqfs  the  river,  with  a  fervant.  This  horfe  (by 
our  information!  was  defigned  as  a  prefent  to  us,  had  not  Cojee  Pagoofe 
difeovered  that  we  had  already  a  fufficient  number,  and  that  a  habit  would 
be  more  acceptable. 

At  twelve  we  ftopt  for  our  luggage-boat,  and  at  half  pad  one  began ' 
again  to.  track:  at  fix  in  the  afternoon  paded  a  fort  to  the  right  called 
Monoly.  The  wind  is  dill  again!!  us,  and  the  dream  runs  down  at  the  rate 
of  live  miles  an  hour,  which,  joined  to  our  delays  from  the  Sandal,  prevent 
our  making  but  a  very  flow  progrefs.  At  half  pad  eight,  the  Trackers 
called  to  leave  off  work,  the  bottom  being  now  bad,  the  banks  bulhy,  and 
they  themfelves  in  fear  of  lions,  tygers,  and  other  wild  beads.  We  took 
the  men  on  board,  and  dood  off  into  the  dream  to  avoid  infults  from  the 
people  on  Ihore,  but  were  obliged  to  return  to  the  bank  on^account  ot  the 
rapidity  of  the  river.  If  we  could  have  lain  at  a  didance  from  the  flrore,, 
we  Ihould  have  been  more  at-  eafe  in-  all  refpefts  ;  particularly  from  thofe 


[  »6+  ] 

bitter  enemies  the  Mufchetos ,  which  peftered  us  this  evening,  rather  more 
than  ever,  and  are  inexprefiibly  tormenting,  even  to  the  degree  of  throwing 
us  into  a  temporary  fever.  Happy  for  us  !  that  with  the  return  of  the  fun 
and  wind  in  the  mornings,  we  are  till  the  dole  of  the  day  relieved  from 
them,  and  without  this  interval,  I  know  not  what  might  be  the  confe- 
quence  :  the  fun  is  our  great  deliverer  in  this  refpeft  ;  but  alas  !  the  increas¬ 
ing  heat  of  that  glorious  body  begins  to  make  us  lament,  our  being  no 
farther  advanced  on  our  journey  ;  but  as  we  have  no  reafon  to  charge  our- 
felves  with  the  lead:  unneceffary  delay,  we  endeavour  to  be  fatisfied,  and 
bear  what  may  happen  with  becoming  refolution.  We  made  but  eight 
miles  to-day;  latitude  by  obfervation  31"  58'. 

At  half  palt  four  this  morning  we  began  to  track ;  at  five  we  crofted  to 
the  right  fide  of  the  river,  in  hopes  that  the  footing  and  current  would  be 
more  favourable  ;  at  eleven  croffed  again,  the  current  being  fo  ftrong,  that 
we  could  not  turn  a  point  of  land,  At  one  in  the  afternoon,  flopped  for 
the  luggage-boat.  At  half  paft  two  went  on  again,  the  Sandal  being  in 
fight.  At  fix  anchored  for  the  night  at  fome  diftance  from  the  fhore. 
A  little  before  feven,  we  were  faluted  to  our  great  furprize  with  the  thunder¬ 
ing  voice  of  our  late  Chocarda,  who  in  a  fmall  boat  palled  by  us  and  com¬ 
manded  our  fervants  to  deliver  us  his  compliments.  We  conclude  that  he 
is  going  on  his  own  private  affairs  to  Baghdad ,  or  perhaps  to  execute  there 
fome  orders  from  his  governor. 

The  banks  are  now  covered  with  a  Ihrub  of  the  cyprefs  kind;  bramble- 
■bulhes  and  fome  other  Ihrubs  make  a  fort  of  foreft,  well  fupplied  with  a 
variety  of  finging  birds ;  fome  of  them  chaunt  all  the  night :  there  are 
great  quantities  of  wild  ducks.  ■  Got  eleven  miles.  Latitude  by  obferva¬ 
tion  320  4'  north. 

This  night  we  took  into  ferious  confideration,  the  very  little  progrefs  we 
had  made,  and  the  fmall  portion  of  time  we  have  to'  fpare,  as  the  Caravan 
by  all  accounts  will  lit  out  the  fifteenth  of  the  Moon ;  and  unanimoufly 
refolved,  for  greater  expedition  to  move  ourfelves  and  all  we  have  on 
board  the  yacht,  into  the  Sandal,  where  are  our  horles,  &c.  and  with  our  ten 
Trackers  to  join  her’s,  that  by  their  united  force,  we  may  haften  her  motion, 
which  is  at  prefent  very  ilow. 

Agreeable  to  this  refolution,  a  little  after  four  this  morning,  we  dropped 
down  with  the  ftream,  and  joined  her ;  by  eight  we  difmiffed  the  yacht, 
with  a  letter  for  Mr.  Shaw,  telling  him  of  the  Hep  we  had  taken,  and 
of  our  having  borrowed  her  fore-topfail,  to  make  us  a  cover  in  the  Sandal 
from  the  fun.  At  fix  in  the  evening,  we  paffed  the  tomb  of  a  reli¬ 
gious  perfon  to  the  left :  a  little  afterwards  a  human  body  floated  by  us, 
which  probably  had  been  drowned  by  the  overfetting  of  a  Sandal.  This 
.greatly  alarmed  o.ur  Trackers ,  who  fay,  that  .accidents  of  this  kind 
7  have 


have  frequently  happened,  and  pofidvely  declared,  that  they  would 
not  proceed  any  farther  during  the  night,  for  fear  of  meeting  with  the 
like  fate.  At  half  paft  feven  therefore,  though  a  fine  moon-light  evening, 
we  made  our  veflel  fall  to  a  flake  fixed  on  the  (hore;  we  got  our  camp- 
table  and  ftools  out,  and  for  the  firft  time  eat  our  morfels  on  the  edge  of 
the  Defert. 

We  faw  to-day  many  ducks  and  one  pelican  ;  the  banks  are  very  woody, 
or  rather  bulhy ;  few  people  live  hereabouts,  only  juft  as  many  as  are  necef- 
fary  to  take  care  of  their  buffaloes,  which  are  numerous.  This  morning 
a  woman  fwam  acrofs  the  river,  which  here  was  eight  hundred  yards 
wide,  pulhing  a  balket  before  her.  Mr.  Alms  Ihot  a  turtle  with  a  ball,  but 
our  fervants  told  us,  it  would  not  be  fafe  to  eat  of  it.  We  kept  all  night  a 
regular  watch.  Another  fmall  tracking  boat  rode  near  our  veffel,  bound 
to  Hilla,  with  three  or  four  women,  and  perhaps  twenty  men;  they  had 
two  or  three  mufkets  among  them,  and  as  many  brace  of  piftols :  at  their 
coming  to  the  ftiore,  they  dil'charged  two  loaded-  mulkets,  in  order  to 
let  the  robbers  know  they  were  not  unarmed,  or  off  their  guard. — Ad¬ 
vanced  12  miles  to-day.  No  obfervadon. 

At  half  after  four  .  in  the  morning,  we  began  to  track,  the  river  very 
ferpentine  and  rapid :  continued  working  till  nine  at  night,  when  we  made 
faft  to  the  ftiore,  got  our  ftools  and  table  alhore,  and  kept  a  ftridl  guard 
all  night.  Two  or  three  Amis  with  lances,  came  and  made  a  great  noife, 
and  called  in  their  cattle  as  if  they  were  apprehenfive  of  lofing  them  we 
let  them  know,  they  had  nothing  to  fear  from  us,  unlefs  they  fiiould 
become  troublefome  themfelves ;  and  on  ordering  them  to  go  away,  they 
complied.  Got  twenty-one  miles  to-day.  Latitude  by  obfervadon  32“  1 1! 
north. 

At  half  paft  four  in  the  morning,  began  to  track.  At  eight  paffed  a 
village  called  Affca,  with  mud  houfes,  encompaffed  wich  a  mud  wall ;  many 
Date  and  other  fruit  trees  about  it.  On  the  oppofite  fide  of  the  river  is 
another  village,  and  a  pleafant  garden,  called  ijjidea.  At  eleven  paffed 
a  village  to  the  right  called  Vena-kaara ,  where  is  always  a  guard  of  foldiers : 
foon  after,  paffed  another  village  on  the  fame  fide,  built  of  mud,  named 
Zada ;  the  river  water  here,  is  fomewhat  cleaner  than  heretofore.  At  one 
in  the  afternoon,  went  by  two  villages  on  the  right,  one  called  Chili,  the 
other  Didab  \  and  at  two  came  in  fight  of  Hilla.  Soon  after,  we  paffed 
a  river  on  our  left  called  Rmnya,  which  at  this  place  difcharges  itfelf 
into  the  Euphrates. 

A  little  before  four  o’clock  we  got  up  pretty  near  to  the  governor  of 
Hind’s  palace,  fituated  in  that  part  of  the  town  which  (lands  on  the  left,  or 
fouth  fide  of  the  river.  Our  Sandal  carrying  no  guns,-  we  could  only  lalute 
with  five  bounces,  their  report  however  was  equal  to  that  of  a  four  pounder. 

Mm  We 
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We  were  foots  furronnded  by  a  very  numerous  company  of  people,  of  boyf. 
el'pecially  even  the  women,  who  came  down  to  the  river  with  their  pitchers 
for  water,  fatisfied  their  curiofity  by  looking  at  us ;  molt  of  them  had 
their  faces  half  covered,  many  were  comely,  and  of  a  pretty  good 
complexion.  The  men  in  general  were  well  made,  fome  are  white,  but 
molt  of  them  tawny.  We  had  been  but  a  very  little  while  near  the 
fhore,  before  one  of  the  governor’s  officers  came  to  bid  us  welcome  j. 
he  fat  with  us  on  a  ftool  by  the  fide  of  the  river,  and  took  care  the 
crowd  fhould  not  prefs  upon  us.  In  the  mean  time  we  fent  by  Mr. 
Hemet ,  and  our  man  Vertan,  Mr.  Shaw's  letter,  and  another  from  Aly  Aga 
they  foon-returned  with  the  governor’s  compliments,  and  art  invitation  for  us. 
to  repair  to  the  Seraglio ;  an  officer  with  a  Giver  Battoon,  and  high  cap,, 
came  alio  to  conduft  us. 

Notwithfianding  it  was  the  faft  of  the  Ramazan,  and  before  fun-fet,  we- 
found  the  governor,  deader  Aga ,  feated  on  a  carpet  in  his  porch,  at  the 
entrance  of  his  palace,  ready  to  receive  us ;  (he  was  about  forty  years  old,, 
and  of  the  genteeleft  deportment)  he  bade  11s  heartily  welcome,  thrice ;  told, 
us  we  fhould  do  him  honour  by  taking  up  our  abode  at  his  houfe,  expreffed- 
his  unfeigned  forrow  at  the  fatigues  and  difficulties  we  had  palled  through, 
of  which  he  faid  he  had  been  informed  three  days  ago,  hoped  we 
fhould  reft  well  under  his  roof,  and  recover  our  loft  ftrengtb,  and  that  we- 
might  depend  on  every  affiftance  in  his  power.  At  our  fh'ft  coming  in, 
he  obliged  us  immediately  to  feat  ourlelves  on  the  fide  of  the  porch,  oppofite- 
to  him,  where  had  been  placed  a  carpet  and  Culhions.  The  rules  of  the- 
faft,  were  hill  farther  difpenfed  with,  for  coffee  was  brought  to  us,  as  foon- 
as  we  were  feated.  In  the  courfe  of  the  interview,  he  faid,  as  every  people 
had  their  different  manners,  and  he  could  not  but  be  a  ftranger  to  our’s, 
he  muft  defire  the  favour  of  us,  while  we  continued  with  him,  to  purfue 
our  own  inclinations  in  all  things,  but  efpecially  in  what  refpetfted- 
refrelhments ;  he  Ihould  therefore  be  glad  if  we  would  trouble  ourfelves. 
tq  direft  his  domeftics  what  fort  of  repaft  they  Ihould  provide  for  our 
flipper.  We  replied  to  his  civilities,  but  begged  we  might  be  admitted  to 
be  ferved  only  with  a  plate. of  what  was  the  ufual  provifions  of  his  family: 
upon  his  repeating  his  willies,  we  anfwered,,  “  nothing  could  be  more  accept¬ 
able  than  a  common  Biilatv,”  (boiled  fowl  and  rice).  We  begged  indeed  the 
favour  of  being  accommodated  with  a  warm  Bagnio ,  which  he  immediately 
ordered  to  be  got  ready,  and  directed  his  attendants  to  be  there  in- waiting  with. 
Sberlet ,  &c>  but  before  we  went  to  the  bath,  he  ordered  his  people  to  ffiow 
us  the  apartments  that  were  provided  for  us  above  ftairs.  We  then  took  our 
leave,  each  paying  the  other  the  moft  obliging  compliments  they  could  think 
of  >  but  the  ‘Turk  was  very  much  our  fuperior  in  this  fort  of  converfation. 

Our  rooms  were  the  beft  in  the  palace,  loft-y,  with  painted  walls,  and 
gothic  arched  roofs.  We  were  accompanied  to  and  from  the  Bagnio,  by 
an  officer  carrying  a  filver-headed  ftaff.  At  our  return  to-  the  Seraglio , 
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we  found  fix  or  eight  difhes  placed  upon  our  own  table,  with  our  ftools  fet 
round  it ;  and  though  the  whole  was  drefied  after  the  Turkijh  manner.  It  was 
by  no  means  difagreeable  to  an  Englijh  palate.  An  intimation  was  alfo  given 
to  us,  that  the  governor  made  it  his  particular  requeft,  that  in  regard  to 
our  liquors,  we  would  be  quite  free  and  unreftrained.  This  was  carrying 
bis  complaifance  to  a  great  height,  confidering  how  very  ftrift  the  regular 
Turks  are  on  this  article  :  we  doubted  at  feft,  whether  we  Ihould  fend  for 
wine,  but  the  governor  having  interrogated  our  domeftics,  and  learned  our 
common  practice,  repeated  his  requeft  by  a  meffage  fent  on  purpofe. 

Chouder  Ago.  whilft  we  were  at  fupper,  fat  on  a  terrace  at  fome  diftance  with 
feveral  of  his  principal  officers:  his ‘treafurer  accompanied  us  the  whole 
evening,  who  eat,  and  would  have  drank  wine  with  us  alfo  (as  he  whifpered 
to  our  interpreter)  had  he  not  been  iurrounded  by  many  obfervers,  who  were 
aflfembled  to  remark  our  cuftoms.  At  this  repaft,  both  before  and  after  fup¬ 
per  we  were  careful  to  fay  grace  ;  the  Turks  thought  it  a  very  odd  cuflom, 
I  believe,  for  they  talked  to  one  another  about  it  a  good  deal.  We  fat  with¬ 
out  hats  while  at  our  meal,  and  the  treafurer,  who  feemed  to  have  fome 
drollery,  after  we  became  a  little  familiar  with  one  another,  pulled  off  his 
~Turba7i  and  fat  uncovered  too;  this  afforded  great  merriment  to  the  fpe&ators, 
and  they  all  feemed  greatly  pleafed-with  our  manner  of  eating,  lb  different  from 
their  own,  for  they  never  make  ule  of  knives  and  forks,  chairs  or  tables. 
Soon  after  the  doth  was  taken  away,  a  meflenger  came  for  the  treafurer; 
he  went,  but  prefendy  returned  with  the  governor’s  refpects  and  a  mef¬ 
fage,  importing,  that  “  as  it  was 'his  real  with,  we  Ihould  be  gay,  and  ufe 
his  houfe  as  our  own,  and  as  it  was  probable  his  prefence  might  be  a  re- 
flraint  upon  us ;  he  therefore  had  taken  the  liberty  (begging  our  pardon  at 
the  fame  time)  to  withdraw  himfelf  to  the  Mufti’s,,  merely  to  convince  us, 
that  what  he  had  faid  about  our  being  free  and  unreftrained,  proceeded 
from  the  very  bottom  of  his  heart,  and  he  flattered  himfelf,  that  we  would 
difplay  our  belief  of  his  fincerity,  by  our  a&ions.”  Upon  .receiving 
this  meflfage,  the  bottle  paired  about  very  brilkly;  the  governor’s  health 
was  drank,  and  a  chorus  fong  was  fung.  Among  the  lookers  on,  were  two 
young  gentlemen,  fon  and  nephew  to  the  governor,  and  for  each  of  them 
a  glafs  of  wine  was  ftolen,  which  they  drank  off  in  a  private  room.  We 
had  before  this  time,  given  in  by  an  Aga,  an  inventory  of  fuch  things  as 
"were  neceffary  for  our  journey  to  Baghdad-,  and  the  treafurer  at  his  taking 
leave  this  evening,  told  us,  that  our  beafts,  provifiorrs,  guards,  &c.  Ihould 
be  ready  for  us  as  foon  as  poffible  in  the  morning ;  for  though  the  governor 
•had  given  us  the  moft  preffmg  invitation  to  fpend  a  few  days  with  him, 
yet  we  excufed  ourfelves  upon  account  of  the  hurry  we  were  -in,  and  the 
neceflity  there  was  for  our  getting  forwards. 

It  was  five  in  the  afternoon  before  our  beafts  were  loaded,  and  we  ready 
to  begin  our  journey.  We  had  very  handfome  provifion  made,  both 
Mm2  for 
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1758.  for  our  breakfaft  and  dinner;  and,  in  the  morning,  on  the  fuppofition  we 

1 — 1, — _/  (hould  have  gone  earlier  than  we  did,  the  governor  again  broke  in  on  the-. 

rules  of  the  Fajt,  and  feared  himfelf  in  his  porch,  with  a  defign  of  giving  . 
us  an  opportunity  of  taking  our  leave.  Our  whole  party  attended  him, 
except  myfelf  who  was  greatly  indifpofed ;  but  1  afterwards  learnt  ,  from 
them,  that  they  were  as  much  outdone  in.  hyperbole  of  compliment  at 
this  iecond,  as  we  all  had  been  at  our  fird  interview.  The  whole  of 
our  holt’s  behaviour  was  fuch,  'as  greatly  to  prejudice  us  in_  his  favour,  .and  :. 
we  wanted  only  a  proper  prefent  to  fend  him,  as  a  grateful  acknowledger 
meat  for  his  favours.  We  could  not  offer  him  money,  confident  with  the 
indruftio-ns  Mr.  Shaw  had  given  11s,  and  of  every  thing  elle  -that  -was  valu¬ 
able  we  had  dripped  ourfelves  at  Kane.  At  lad  our  good  friend  Mr..  Hemet 
fpared  us  a  white  Shaul,  made  of  fine  goats  hair  from.  Carminia ,-  and  worn 
much  in  habits  by  the  kurks  of  falhion  ;  it’s  value  was.  about  fixteen  zechins 
or  eight  guineas :  .  this,  with  an  handfome  apology,  .  was  fent  by  one 
of  his  domedics,  who  foon  returned  with  his  .mader’s  compliments,. ...  and 
“  That  he  hoped  we  were  convinced,  the .  trifling  fervices  which  .  he  had 
done  us,  proceeded  altogether,  from  the  refpeft:  .he  had  for.  our  cha- 
“  rafters,  and- from  his  friendfhip  to  Mr.  Shaw.-,  thefe  were  his.  only  mo- 
tives,  for  endeavouring  to  become  ufefui  to  us  in  our  long  and  weari- 
“  fome  journey:  that  he  had  done  nothing  with  an  interefted  view,  and  he 
i£  flattered. himfelf  we  would  do  him  -th.e  judice,.  to  believe  it;  that  the 
prefent  which  w.e  had  -been  fo  kind  as  to  make  him,,  with  fuch  an  obliging 
“  apology,  was  the  more  acceptable  to  him,  ..as  it  was  greatly  expreffive 
**  of  our  fetisfaftion  in  .his  conduct;:  .that  he  made  not  the  lead  difficulty  . 
“  therefore  in  accepting  of,  and  was.  infinitely  obliged  to  us  for  it.”  Such  , 
was  the  complaifant  and  polite  behaviour  of  this  Turkijh  governor,  which; 
to  fay  the  lead,  did.  honour  not  only  to  himfelf,  but  to  his. country..  . 

At  five  this  afternoon,  we  croffed  the  Euphrates  on  a  bridge  of  about  38: 
boats,  attended  by  five  kurkifh  cavalry,  taking  our  route  for  Baghdad.  We 
made  up'  a  little  Caravan  of  fifteen  -  camels,  thirteen  horfemen  well  armed; 
fix  mules  and  affes,  befides  our  proper  fervants.  Sqon  . after  leaving 
the  town. of  Hilla  (which  is.  pretty  large,,  but.  bad  buildings,  and  fituated 
on  both  fides  of  the -river),  we  came  upon  a  fandy  pfein»  and .  travelled  a 
north-weft  courfe,  meeting  in  our  way  fever.al  hot  blafts  from  the. Defert 
IVIahoui.-  at  ten  o’clock  we  arrived  at  a  poor  village  called  Mahoul-Kaury ,  about 
Saury,  twelve  miles  from  Hilda ;  but  being  told  the  hpufes  were  dirty,  and  full  of 
vermin, .  .we  fpread  our  carpets  and  bedding  on.  the  ground  ;  trading. to.  the 
clouded  canopy  of  heaven,  while  the  foldiers  kept  a  good,  look-out,.  The 
wind. blew,  frelh  the  greated  part  of  the  night,  and  as  there  were  . hills .  of 
fend  very. near,  us,  accumulated  by  the, winds,  of  the  neighbouring  Defert , 
our  bedding  was  well  covered  with  it.  When  I  rofe  in  the  morning,  I  was 
greatly  didreffed  with  third,  pain  in,  the  bowels,  and  a  bilious  Diarrhm  ;  for¬ 
tunately,  we  got  .  here  fome  good  .milk,  both  at  night,  and  in  the  morn¬ 
ing- 
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At  half  paft  five  this  morning,  we  relumed  our  march,  the  wind  blowing  >75- 
freih  and  cold  ;  we  travelled  at  the  rate  of  near  three  miles  an  hour,  and  -v—-' 
at  ten  reached  the  Caravanferah  of  Efcandreau ;  a  ftrufture  erefted  for  the  EfcWreaa 
convenience-  of  all  travellers  *  :  but  our  guards  would  not  let  us  enter,  it  Caravan-" 
was  fo  filthy,  they- therefore  fpread  carpets  for  us  in  a  poor  man’s  houfe  juft 
oppofire  to  it,  and  there  we  lay  down  to-  reft.  Our  camels,  fervancs,  and 
baggage,  which  had  been  hitherto  behind,  but  with  orders  to  go  on,  palTed  us 
about  eleven  ;  and  at  twelve  at  noon,  we  were  called  upon  to  follow  them  : 
but  finding  on  enquiry,  that  they  went  no  farther  this  evening  than  the 
next  ftage,  where  they  would  continue  till  midnight,  and  that  we  could 
eafiiy  overtake  them,  tve  determined  to  tarry  here,  until  the  heat  of  the  day 
was  over  •,  and  feat  all  but  one  of  our  Tttrkijh  foldiers,  as  an  efcort  to  the 
baggage. 

At  a  little  before-  four  in  the  afternoon,  we  mounted  •  a  quarter  after  fix, 
came  up  with  our  camels,  which  had  been  put  into  a  large  Caravanjerah  at  Horta  Cira-- 
the  entrance  of  Horta ,  a  fmall  miferable  village,  with  only  five  or  fix  poor  vanferah. 
families  in  it.  This  public  place  of  reft  for  travellers  was  in  very  good 
order,  and  large  enough  to  receive  five  hundred  men,  befides  a  great  many 
beafts.  The- man  in  waiting  at  the  Caravnnfemh ,  fupplied  us  with  lira w  and  . 
water  for  our  cattle-;  the  water  is  not  good,  therefore  travellers  always 
bring  fome  with  them  for  their  own  ufe,  as  we  did.  I  got  feme  goats  milk 
here,  which  was  very  acceptable,  not  having  been  able  to  eat  any  thing 
but  milk,  fince  the  firft  evening  we  were  at  Hilla.  I  was  much  barrafied 
to-day  with  a  Dyfentery,  attended  with  third,.  Our  courfe  -  from-  EfcandreaK 
to  this  Caravanferab  has  been  about  N.  E.  We  paired  many  travellers ; 
the  road  is  broad  and  good,  the  country  flat,  and  hath  many  paths  or 
tracks  of  camels,  €sfc.  but  no  cultivation  in  fight.  This  is  faid,  and  fup- 
pofed  to  be  the  plain  in  the  land  of  Sbinar,  -where  Babylon  once  flood.  We  ■ 

-walked  up  to  a  little  eminence,  .where  we  .faw  a  vail  quantity  of  broken  - 
bricks  and  fome  cement,  . 


We  met  with  an  uncommon  field-moiife  here  of  a  very  lighr-grey  colour, 
its  feet  much  longer  than  the  feet  of  our  mice,  with  a  fmall  long  tail, 
ending  broad,  and  forked  like  a  trident  feveral  of  our  company  endeavour¬ 
ed  to  catch  it,  but  the  creature  was.  lb  fleet  and  quick  in  it’s  turnings,  that 
it  efcaped  them,  and  hid  itfelf  in  a  hole  in  the  ground.  This  road  indeed 
abounds  in  holes,  and  about  them  are  -a  great  many  green  birds,  in  fi2e  and 
make  like  a  fwallow :  I  firft  thought,,  that,  in  thele  little  burrows,  thole 


1  to  the  offices  of  hu- 
-•a y,  jmrpofely  for  the 
C5  to  fee  tfaefe  whopafs 
f  invitation  is  pr.ruca- 
:e  of  charity  frequent 


2  Koiner’s  Iliad,  Bios 


birds  - 
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g  birds  roofted,  or  perhaps,  built  their  nefts;  but  going  farther  on,  I  fav.’  fome 
■  land-crabs,  which  inclined  me  to  think,  that  the  holes  belonged  to  the 
crabs,  and  that  the  birds  hovered  about  them  for  food.  There  is  a  fnrub 
hereof  about  two  feet  high,  the  leaves 'of  which  in  make  and  tafte  are 
like  the  famphire  ;  alio  a  fmaller  Ihrub  which  .produces  cotton.  "We  travelled 
about  20  miles -to-day :  courfeN.^E. 

M  At  one  in  the  morning,  we  rofe,  and  began  to  pack  up  our  bedding ; 

the  camels  that  carried  the  other  baggage,  had  been  loaded  by  our  fervants 
about  midnight :  At  two,  we  let  out  in  company  with  fome  additional  Arabs 
and  Turks,  who  with  their  loaded  mules  and  affes,  took  up  their  lodg- 
ing  laft  night,  within  the  fame  hofpitable  walls.  At  five  we  reached  another 
.zaup  Cara-  Carav&nferab  in  the  village  of  Azaup-,  here  we  got  coffee,  and  two  quarts 
inierah.  0f  g00Ci  mjuc  warm  from  the  goats :  this  morning,  the  air  was  fo  (harp, 
that  I  was  glad  to  exchange  my  Camaline  with  Jenkins ,  for  his  thick 
Hujjar  cloak.  At  this  place  we  found  a  fire  ready  co  make  our  coffee, 
and  were  refrelhed  by  ftanding  before  it.  Here,  one  of  my  friends  was 
greatly  hurt,  by  feeing  one  or  two  pretty  women  employed  like  horfes  or 
affes  (as  he  in  his  tendernefs  expreffed  it)  drawing  water  from  a  well  -,  though 
even  in  England ,  we  often  lee  offices  equally  laborious  and  much1  more 
fervile,  ■  performed  by  women.  Befides,  the  drawing  of  water  in  all  ages, 
and  over  all  Afta,  appears  to  have  been  the  bufmefs  of  women  5  Homer 
fpeaks  of  princelfes  drawing  water  from  fprings,  and  walhing  with  their  own 
hands,  the  linnen  of  their  refpeclive  families.  We  know  that  the  woman 
of  Samaria ,  who  met  Jefus  at  Jacob's  well,  came  upon  this  very  errand, 
and  we  have  not  the  leafl:  intimation  given  us  that  it  was  deemed  an  hard- 
Ihip.  But  if  the  female  is  fo  bad  off  in  this  country,  hard  alfo  is  the  def- 
tiny  of  the  poor  Trackers !  who,  exclufive  of  the  continual  fears  they  are 
under  of  being  devoured  by  lions  and  other  wild  beafts,  muff  drag  like 
horfes,  through  briars,  bulhes,  water,  mud,  rulhes,  &c.  and  this  too  in 
.  the  coldeft  feafon,  and’ the  darkeft  night.  Such  is  really  their  cafe,  and  there 
is  no  poffibility  of  avoiding  it,  eipeciaily  when  they  are  in  the  fervice  of  a 
Turkijh  galley. 

We  did  not  tarry  above  half  an  hour  at  this  Caravanferah,  but  proceeded 
on  after  our  camels  ;  about  this  village  the  country  is  pleafant,  we  faw  a 
great  deal  of  wheat  growing,  and  large  numbers  of  cattle  grazing.  About 
fix  we  difcovered  the  Minarets  of  th erMofques  in  Baghdad  whofe  ffile  of 
building  is  not  much  unlike  the  monument  at  London. 

For  a  few  miles,  on  both  fides  of  the  road,  were  many  .flocks  of  fiieep, 
herds  of  goats,  and  other  cattle,  as  well  as  large  fpots  bearing  wheat; 
the  foil  all  along  is  good,  and  wants  only  a  little  induftry  to  cultivate 
and  improve  it.  The  diftance  between  the  Tygris  and  Euphrates  here,  we 
were  told,  is  not  more  than  fix  or  feyen  miles,  confequently  by  letting  in 
the  water  from  thofe  two  rivers,  the  whole  might  bo  made  extremely 
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fruitful.  For  many  mites  back,  a  plain  open  country  bcm-.n,  a.,,%  H.1’1 
continues  gently  to  afcend,  forming  a  hanging  level,  the  highdt  r.-arc  beine 
towards  Baghdad.  At  feven  we  took  notice  of  a  building  to  our  l*.ft  5  md 
having  been  before  apprifed  of  it’s  function,  we  had  no  difficulty  in  deter¬ 
mining  it  to  be,  what  here  paffes  for  the  ruins  of  the  tower  of  Bv 

the,  affiftance  of  an  interpreter,  I  queftioned  our  Tuvktd)  fcldier*  on  t’.:s 
fubjeft,  who  anfwered  it  was  Nimredh s  tower.  They  fain  alfo,  upon  rnv. 
pretending  to  know  nothing  of  Nimrod,  that  he  was  once  a  king  of  t’-e 
country,  but  long  before  their  Prophet  or  our  Prophet's,  time  5wri-3t  r.s 
declared  war  againft  the  God  of  heaven,  and  in  his  foolithncis  and  -wide, 
built  this  tower,  with  intention  to  get  to  heaven,  and  make  war  with  the: 
Almighty  :  but  he  found  himlelr  deceived,  for  God  confounded  him  aru; 
his  machinations,  by  rending  the  building  with  the  breath  of  his  mouth  ; 
and  that  this  ruin  had  been  permitted  to  remain  as  a  killing  monument  of 
die  folly  of  t nan ,  and  of  the  power  of  God.  We  queftioned  the  foldiers 
alfo  about  the  confufion  of  languages,  but  of  that  they  appeared  to  be  to¬ 
tally  ignorant  ;  concluding  however  that  we  might  have  all  our  enquiries 
anfwered  by  thofe  who  were  acquainted  with  the  old  Perftan  books,  where 
all  the  particulars  of  this  remarkable  ftory  were  fully  related. 

At  about  a  league  diftance  from  the  city  we  obferved  an  handfome  large 
green  tent,  with  two  finall  ones;  as  we  drew  nigher  to  them,  two  Turks 
mounted  on  very  handfome  light  grey  horfes,  richly  caparifoned,  rode  to¬ 
wards  us  full  fpeed,  fliewing  their  dexterity  in  the  Gened.  Upon  their 
coming  near  us,  they  flopped,  made  their  Salaam ,  and  gave  us  to  u.ndcr- 
ftand,  that  they  came  from  thofe  tents,  and  were  in  the  fervice  of  Mr. 
■Garden  and  Cojee  Raphael,  by  whom  ?bey  were  ordered  to  wait  there  for 
our  reception.  We  rode  towards  the  tents,,  difmounted,  and  entered  the 
largeft,  the  ground,  of  which  was  covered  with  a  carpet.  .  An  Argile  or 
fmoking  tube,  'and  coffee,  were,  immediately  brought  us,  and  one  of  the 
Purks  galloped  towards  the  town  to  inform  his  mailers  of  our  arrival,  but 
both  the  gentlemen  appeared  very  foon,  and  on  their  coming  into  the  tent, 
were'  fo  obliging  as  to  make  many  apologies  for  their  abfence  at  our  alight¬ 
ing,  it  having  been  entirely  owing  to  an  accident  they  met  with  upon,  the 
road. 

It  was  lucky  for  us  that  Mr.  Doidge  difpatched  a  letter  to  Mr.  Garden 
from  Hafca,  otherwife  he  would  before  now  have  left  Baghdad ,  and 
been  on  his  way  to  Bajfora.  He  appears  to  be  an  accomplilbed  young 
gentleman,  and  had  been  a  writer  in  the  company’s  fervice  at  Bombay ;  was 
lately  appointed  fecond  at  Bajfora ,  and  is  at  preient  engaged  in  bu finds  cf 
confequence  at  Baghdad.  Cojee  Raphael  is  an  Armenian  merchant,  a  ehti!- 
tian,  who  with  many  others  of  his  religion,  and  profeffion,  was  obliged  to 
retire  from  Perjia  on  account  of  it’s  troubles  :  in  Mr.  Garden’s  ablence,  this 
gentleman  tranfadls  all  the  bufinefs  with  the  Bqjha  and  the  merchants  here,, 
on.  account  of  Mr.  Shaw,  Thefc  two  gentlemen,  after  having  rca-mtu  us 
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in  the  moft.  hofpitable  manner,  perfuaded  us  to  fpend  the  heat  of  the  day 
in  the  tent,  which  was  placed  clofe  to  the  edge  of  the  river  Tygns  :  we  did, 
.anu  exomt  myielf  (who  was  too  ill  to  partake  of  any  thing  but  milk) 
ail  were  merryj  and  dined  very  comfortably  on  the  carpet,  where  was  placed 
an  excellent  cold  entertainment. 

By  the  advice  of  thefe  gentlemen,  our  party  dripped  themfeives  of  their 
: Turbans ,  and  every  part  of  their  country  drefs,  and  put  on  hats  and  other 
European  habits.  Now  a  little  of  the  finery  fent  back  to  Bombay  from 
Karec,  was  wifhed  for.  I  was  apprehenfive  of  catching  cold, _  and  therefore 
rode  towards  the  city  with  my  HujJ'ar- cloak  and  Turban.  Before  we  got  to 
Baghdad ,  we  palled  over  a  creek  on  a  ftone  bridge  of  four  or  five  arches  ; 
very  many  -were  the  fpectators  here,  and  much  their  furprize,  on  feeing 
To  many  Frengees,  or  .Franks,  (the  general  name  throughout  all  Turky  for 
Europeans )  and  by  the  pleafure  which  appeared  in  the  countenance  of  the 
boys,  it  feemed  they  had  never  been  fo  agreeably  entertained  before.  The 
hat,  tire,  hair  differently  dreffed,  wig,  coat,  and  every  part  of  our  habits 
And  accoutrements,  even  the  horfe-whip  and  European  faddles,  were  all  mat¬ 
ters  of  curiofity  to  men  as  well  as  boys ;  and  yet  not  the  leaf!  kind  of  in¬ 
civility  paffed  from  any  one  of  them.  Such  a  number  were  never  feen  here 
before  in  European  dreffes,  for  the  few  who  tarry  any  length  of  time, 
put  themfeives  into  the  Turkijh  habit;  but  this  would  have  been  very  im¬ 
prudent  in  us,  on  account  of  our  fhort  flay,  and  of  the  great  expence;  two 
complete  and  genteel  fuits  would  not  have  coft  lefs  than  near  an  hundred 
pounds.  From  the  want  of  them  however  we  are  to  be  in  a  manner 
prifoners,  for  our  polite  countryman  Mr.  Garden  would  not  have  us 
degrade  the  Englijh  name  (which  is  here  in  high  repute)  by  going- 
into  the  ftreets  on  foot,  and  our  horfe-furniture  at  prelent  is  much  too 
mean  to  appear  with ;  fo  that  only  one  or  two  of  us  at  molt  can  go  out 
properly  mounted  at  a  time,  that  is,  with  managed  horfes,  gayly  capari- 
foned  with  trappings  of  gold  or  fiver  all  over  their  heads  and  crefts,  very 
rich  laced  or  embroidered  faddle  cloths,  gilt  or  fiver  ftirrups,  &c.  &c. 
The  Turk  never  rides  with  a  whip,  he  either  has  a  flick  for  ger  ceding,  or 
fpear  for  aftuai  war  *. 

About 


!  *  The  Gereed is  an  exercife,  which  confrfts  in-a  man’s  dextrouily  throwing  a  lance  at  an  an- 
tagonift,  and  avoiding  at  the  fame  time  that  thrown  againft  himfelf.  This  is  always  done  oh 
horle-back,  and  at  full  fpeed,  the  rider  throwing  himfelf,  when  in  danger,  under  the  horfe’s 
belly,  or  under  the  cover  of  bis  fide,  ever  keeping  himfelf  from  falling,  by  an  expert  ufe  of 
the  foot  which  is  itjll  retained  i»  one  of  the.  ftirrups,  and  by  taking  hold  with,  his  hands  of 
the  horfe’s  mane,  the  girth,  or ,fome  other  part  of  the  faddle  furniture.  As  foon  as  he  finds 
that  he  has  eluded  his  adverfary’s  lance,  he  throws  himfelf  upon  the  horfe’s  back  again,  and 
rides  after  the  weapon,  which  juft  before  had  been  diredled  at  him.  This  he  contrives  to 
fnatch  from  oif  the  ground,  even  while  his  horfe  is  in  full  career,  and  then  in  his  turn  pur¬ 
ines  and  attacks  his  enemy  with  it.  Thus  the  combat  continues,  until  one  or  other  is 
ftruck,  and  fuppefed  to  be  killed,  wounded,  or  taken  prifoner.  When  this  mancEuvre  is  only 
performed  Jn  fport,  they  make  ufe  of  a  flick,  inflead  of  a  lance,  it  is  the  Turks  principal  mar¬ 
tial  exercife,  and  they  greatly  pride  themfeives  in  doing  it  expertly.  Their  horfes  are  in  com- 
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About  five  in  the  evening,  we  entered  the  old  town,  or  that  which  lies 
weft  of  the  tygris.  We  pafied  the  river  by  a  bridge  of  thirty-nine  boats, 
floored  with  Date  trees,  flags,  horfe-dung,  and  (lime  or  mud ;  it  is  very 
badly  railed.  This  bridge  brought  us  to~  the  new  city,  on  the  eaft  of  the 
rivet.  Both  cities  are  built  with  bricks,  and  mud ;  this  on  the  eaft:  fide  is 
walled  round.  The  public  buildings  are  better  than  thofe  of  Bajfcra  ;  but 
the  bell  would  be  efteemed  unfit  for  a  private  gentleman  of  a  thoufand 
pounds  a  year  in  England.  The  ftreets  are  very  narrow,  the  Bazars  long, 
generally  roofed  in  the  gothic  tafte,  but  fome  which  have  been  lately  re¬ 
paired  or  rebuilt,  are  onlyclumfily  covered  with  Date  trees,  and  mud:  holes 
are  left  in  the  roof  at  certain  diftances,  for  the  admittance  of  light  and  air. 
At  fix  we  got  to  Mr.  Garden’ s  houfe.  Soon  after,  I  drank  fome  milk,  and 
went  to  bed,  not  a  little  fatigued. 

The  following  are  the  refpeftive  diftances  of  the  principal  places,  lying 
on  the  Euphrates,  between  Bajfora  and  Baghdad. 

Miles. 

From  Bajfora  to  Coma  —  —  —  —  75 

From  Corna  to  Cota  —  —  —  ■—  69 

From  Cola  to  Semava  —  —  —  —  147 

From  Semava  to  Lembloon  —  —  —  6g 

From  Lembloon  to  Hafca  —  —  —  —  31 

From  Hafca  to  Hilla  —  —  —  —  52 

From  Hilla  to  Baghdad.  —  —  —  —  5° 

Total  —  489 

moil,  about  fourteen  hands,  or  fourteen  and  a  half  high,  handfome,  light,  and  fpirited. 
They  never  dock  their  tails,  and  it  is  reckoned  a  difgrace  for  a  gentleman  or  foldier  to  mount 
a.  gelding  or  a  mare. 


N  n 
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TO  our  great  mortification  the  Aleppo  Caravan  had  left  Baghdad  twenty 
days  before  our  arrival.  This  was  a  melancholy  piece  of  news  to 
everyone  of  us,  but  efpecially  to  me,  on  account  of  my  ill  ftate  of  health. 
The  weather  was  already  too  warm,  and  the  prolpeft  before  us  of  waiting: 
ftill  longer  before  we-  could  begin  our  journey  over  the  Defert,  could  not; 
fail  to  make  us  very  urreafy.  Our  old  friend  Mr.  Hemet  ufed  his  utmoffc' 
endeavours  to  prevail  upon  me  not  to  leave  this  place  till  the  month  of  0 tid¬ 
ier  ;  he  urged  my  prefent  bad  ftate  of  health,  the  increafmg.  Heat  of  the  wea¬ 
ther,  but  above-all  the  danger  of  our  meeting  with  thofe  noxious  blafts,  cal¬ 
led  in  the  Arabian  language  Samiels ;  hot  and  fudden  gufts  of  wind,  to  which 
travellers  are  expofed  in  palling  the  Defert  of  Arabia ■,  by  fome  fuppofed 
to  be  the  deftruftive  Eafi  IVind'  mentioned  in.  Job,  and  fome  of  the  Pro¬ 
phets.  They,  fometimes  blow  about  the  middle  of  June ,  but  more, 
frequently  in  the  months  of  July  and  Auguji,  when  they  commonly  bring' 
inftantaneous  death  to  every  man  and  beaft  that  happens  to  ftand  with,  his 
face  towards  them.  Providentially,  a  certain,  though  Ihort  warning  of.  their 
approach  is  given,  by  a  fenfible  alteration  of  the  air.  When  this  is  per¬ 
ceived,  all.  travellers,,  together  with  their  horfes,  camels,  •  &c.  muft,  as  the 
only  means  of  fafety  lie  proftrate  with  their  faces  to  the  ground,  and  their 
feet  towards- the  B'amiel,  and  thus  continue  till  it  is-paffed.  This  peftilentiaL. 
vapour  flies  fwift,  and  commonly  does  not  expand  itfelf  far  ;  it’s  dreams 
are  of  no  great  breadth,  fo  that  travellers  at  a  few  miles  diftance  from  each-- 
other  are  expofed  to  different  Samiels, .  and  fome  are  fo,  fortunate,  as  entirely: 
to  efcage  them*.. 

This- 

*  This  hot  wind,  peculiar  to  the  Defert  eg  Af aim,  is  called  in  t \o-Aralian  language,  Sa- 
mill :  it  blows  over  the  Defert  in  the  months  of  July  and  Auguji,  from  the  N.  W.  quarter,  and'. 
fOmedmea  it.  continues.with  all  it’s  violence  to.  the:  very  gates  oT  Baghdad, .  but  never  affefts- 

'  any- 
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This  morning  we  were  vifited  by  many  Jew,  Armenian  and  Italian  mer¬ 
chants  ;  our  future  journey  naturally  became  the  fubjeft  of  converfation, 
and  there  were  as  many  different  opinions  as  there  were  men  ;  however,  all 
agreed  with  Mr.  Hemet ,  that  unlefs  we  could  fet  off  at  fartheft,  bv  the  mid¬ 
dle  of  'June,  we  mull  find  the  Ttefert  extremely  diftreffing,  and' very  dan¬ 
gerous.  One  or  two  propofed  our  going  by  the  way  of  Moful  and  Diarbekir  ; 
from  which  lail  place  we  might  eafily  get  either  to  Aleppo  or  Conjianti- 
Kople.  They  told  us,  it  was^  almoft  certain,  that  at  Moful  we  fhould  join 
the  great  Caravan ,  which  left  Baghdad  about  three  weeks  ago  for  that  city, 
Diarbekir,  and  Tccat ,  but  would  be  obliged  to  wok  at  Moful  twenty  days : 
they  propofed  we  (hould  make  it  known  that  we  were  to  take  that  route, 
.  as  the  merchants  would  gladly  embrace  the  opportunity,  and  fit  out  a 
Caravan  to  join  us,  and',  thereby  we  fhould  mutually  ftrengthen  and  affift 
each  other.  We  objected,  that  this  would  be  a  tedious  method  •,  they  re¬ 
plied,  that  we  might  travel  by  ourfelves,  and  with  entire  fafety,  proh 
vided  we  took  the  Bajha’s  paffport  with  us,  and  a  proper  officer  to  fee  that 
the  orders  contained  in  it  were  put  in  execution.  The  Italian  merchant 
Michael,  affured  us  that  travelling  thus,  we  might  reach  Ccmfiantinople,  or, 
as  the  Turks  all  jt,  Stamboul,  in  thirty-five  days.  The  thoughts  of  avoiding 


any  body  within  the  walls.  Some  years  jt  does  not  blow  at  all,  and  in  others,  it  appears  lixr, 
eight,  or  ten  times,  but  feldom  continue(|bore  than  a  few  minutes  at  a  time.  It  often  palles 
with  the  apparent  quicknefs  of  lightning. 

Arabians  and  ft 


„  The  Arabians  and  ftr/ans,  who  are  acquainted  with  the  appearance  of  the  fey,  al 
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th eBefert,  and  feeing  the  metropolis  of  the  Ottoman  empire,  were  circumftances 
very  flattering  to  us ;  with  avidity  we  adopted  the  propofol,  but  our  pkafure 
was  of  fhort  duration  !  others  pofitively  declaring,  that  the  country  through 
•which  we  were  to  pafs,  was  hill  in  the  utmoft  diftrefs  for  want  of  provifions; 
that  a  fatal  fickneis  had  taken  place  in  confequence  of  the  famine ;  befides 
which,  there  was  at  prefent  a  civil  war  in  Moful,  and  the  whole  country 
about  it  extremely  infefted  with  robbers  from  the  Sanjac  mountains,  there¬ 
fore  it  would  be  impra&icable  to  travel  without  a  large  Caravan.  After  a 
calculation  of  time  had  been  made,  it  appeared  that  it  would  take  two  months 
before  we  could  reach  Stamboul,  fo  the  fcheme  of  Michael  dropped. 

Two  reverend  fathers,  Fidelle  an  Italian ,  and  Ange  a  Frenchman ,  paid  us. 
this  morning  alfo  a  vifit,  with  the  compliments- of  Emanuel  the  Roman 
bilhop  of  Babylon ,  and  of  the  French  conful  at  Baghdad-,  who  congratulated 
us  on  our  fafe  arrival,  acknowledged  the  receipt  of  Monf.  Perdria's  letter, 
and  affured  us  of  his  lordfhip  being  devoted  to  our  fervice.  The  fathers 
could  determine  nothing  fully  in  refpeft  to  our  future  journey;  all  ways 
were  ftated,  and  each  appeared  to  have  great  difficulties.  We  therefore 
haftened  to  vifit  the  bifliop,  in  hopes  he  would  be  able  to  help  us  to  fix  on 
fome  decifive  method.  We  found  him  a  lively,  well-bred,  fenfible  man,  be¬ 
tween  fifty  and  fixty  years  of  age;  very  communicative,  wiffiing  to  advife  us 
for  the  beft,  but  open  enough  to  declare,  #e  hardly  knew  how.  He  men¬ 
tioned  a  common  faying  in  France,  Be  cautious  how  you  give  advice  in  what 
relates  to  marriages,  or  journies,  and  then  faid,  notwithftanding  the  prudence 
of  the  maxim  in  general,  in  the  prefent  cafe  he  would  deliver  his  fenti- 
ments  with  all  freedom.  He  told  us  a  piece  of  news  juft  come  to  town, 
of  a  Caravan  having  been  robbed  between  Moful  and  Biarbekir ;  he  ex- 
prefled  his  apprehensions  of  the  rifle  we  fhould  run  from  the  heat,  and  the 
peftiferous  wind,  of  the  Defert,  provided  we  did  not  fet  out  by  the  tenth 
or  twelfth  of  next  month  at  fartheft;  but  feemed  to  think,  that  if  we  could 
get  away  by  thilftime,  and  would  be  at  the  expence  of  litters,  or  as  they 
are  called  here  F'akht  Revdns,  or  moving  thrones,  we  might  perform1  our 
journey  without  any  great  degree  of  danger  or  fatigue.  - 

As  this  was  not  a  time  for  us  to  think  much  about  faving  money,  we 
confented  to  the  proppfal;  and  as  a  Jew  was  then  fitting  out  a  lmall  Caravan 
for  Aleppo,  and  faid  it  ffiould  depart  in  eight  or  ten  days  without  fail,  and 
with  it  would  go  an  Arab  conductor  of  good  character,  well-known  to 
Mefirs.  Shaw  and  Garden,  we  now  feemed  refolved  to  accompany  him.  The 
bilhop  promifed  us  to  look  out  for  one  of  thofe  litters,  recollecting  that  a 
Furl:  of  his  acquaintance  feme  little  time  before  purchased  fuch  a  thing  for' 
an  intended  religious  journey. 

May  21.  The  Bifliop  returned  our  vifit  this  morning,,  accompanied  by  father 
Fidelle ;  he  apologifed  for  putting  it  off  fo  long,  faying,  he  was  prevented 

from 
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from  waiting  upon  us  laft  night,  having  been  on  the  look-out  for  the"  Takbt 
Revan,  but  the  Turk  had  parted  with  it,  for  a  journey  to  Mecca. 

The  Aral  conduftor  of  the  intended  expedition,  whofe  name  is  Halil 
Swylem,  was  alfo  with  us  this  morning,  and  promifed  to  fet  off  with  his 
little  Caravan  in  eight  days  at  fartheft,  as  the  Jew’s  goods  were  daily  ex- 
peftfed  from  Bajfora.  We  had  a  great  deal  of  converfation,  and  at  iaft, 
by  the  afliftance  of  Mr,  Garden ,  ilruck  a  bargain  with  him  on  the  following 
conditions. 

Five  Camels  for  the  carriage  of  ftores  in  twenty-one  ba/kets.  Four  Camels 
for  fourteen  portmanteaus,  three  of  which  are  common  Englijb  ones,  the 
others  are  made  of  canvas,  with  our  bedding,  linen,  and  a  tent.  Six 
Camels  for  water  for  ourfelves  and  fervants,  who  (including  the  two  country 
Cbrtjlians)  make  up  ten  perfbns.  Three  horfes,  and  two  mules.  One  Camel 
for  carrying  corn  for  the  beafts.  One  Camel  for  carrying  two  covered  cradles 
on  its  back,  for  the  occafional  relief  of  our  European  fervants.  One  Camel 
for  carrying  a  clafp  table,  fix  clafp  ftools,  a  tent,  eighteen  poles,  and  pins, 
a  neceflary  tent,  and  other  little  matters. 

Piaftres. 

Far  eighteen  Camels,  at  50  piaftres  each  —  —  '  —  900 

For  as  many  Camels  or  Mules-ta,  fhall  be  neceffary  to  carry  two 

Takbt  Revans,  each  to  hold  two  perfons  —  —  500 

Total  —  1400 

It  was  alfo  agreed  between  us  and  our  Arab  conduftor,  that  in  coillidera- 
rion  of  the  above  fourteen  hundred  piaftres,  he  fhall  do  his  utmoft  to  bring 
us  fafe  to  Aleppo-,  that  he  fhall  himfelf  difcharge  all  contingent  expences 
to  the  feveral  Sbeicks  of  the  Arabs  whorri  we  might  chapce  to  meet  with  ; 
and  we  are  not  to  be  called  on  for  money  for  foldiers^'or  on  any  other 
account  whatfoever  refpefting  the  journey.  — If  at  our  arrival  at  Aleppo, 

Halil  Swyiem  fhall  have  deferved  it,  then  at  our  pleafure,  to  pre'lent  him  with 
a  drefs  or  two.  He  is  alfo  to  find  fervants  for  the-  care  of  our  cattle,  who 
are  to  pitch  and  ftrike  our  tents,  and  do  all  other  offices,  except  that  of 
drefiing  our  viftuals;  the  faid  Arab  is  alfo  to  provide  us  withfewel*  and 
■water. 

Monday, 

-  Nothing  particular  happened.  Mayas, 

Mr.  Doiage  was  very  bufy  to-day  in  finifhing,  a  promifed  draught  of  the  May  sj... 
windings  of  the  river  Euphrates  from  Bajfora  to  Hilla,  for  Aly  Aga  governor 
of  Hafca. 


*  The  fevel 
a  ini  a  11  ilinib. 


she  De/tri,  chiefly  con'fifls  of  camels  dung,  and  fometimc* 

We 
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Wc  were  now  very  uneafy  at  the  yew's  goods  not  being  arrived,  and 
the  more  fo,  as  it  was  hinted  to  us,  that  his  Caravan  will  not  be  ready  to 
fet  out  for  at  lead;  a  month,  which  would  render  it  unfafe  for  us  to 
proceed. 

In  the  afternoon  we  paid  the  bifhop  a  fecond  vifit,  and  prayed  Mr.  Garden 
to  fend  to  the  Jew  merchant,  revoking  an  order  before  given  him,  to  pay 
the  Arab  on  our  account,  fourteen  hundred  piaftres.  About  leven  in  the 
evening  we  heard  from  our  Terrace  the  report  of  two  fmall  cannon,  and  a 
little  after  eight  the  Jew  came  and  acquainted  us  that  his  goods  were  arrived. 
We  told  him  our.  apprehenfions ;  he  declared  that  he  lhould  have  bis 
merchandife  all  ready  to  put  on  the  Camels  in  three  or  four  days,  and  after 
that  it  would  reft:  with  Habit  Svoylem  to  lade,  difpatch  and  depart  :  which 
he  heartily  wifhed  on  his  own  account,  as  well  as  ours,  couldfie  the  follow¬ 
ing  day,  as  till  then,  the  expence  :  of  keeping-  three  hundred -Camels  would 
be  a  great  drawback  on  the  merchant’s  profit.  We -found  fie  had  already 
advanced  the. Arab  eight  hundred  piaftres  on  our  account,  but  we  defired  him 
to  flop  his  hand.  ,  .  ' 

llsbil  Svjylem  came  to  us  this  morning  with  the  Jew  merchant  the  firft 
promifed  to, enter  into  a  written  agreement,  that  if  .he  does  not.  go  hence 
in  ten  days,  he  will,  repay  the  fourteen  hundred  piaftres  on  demand,  and 
the  contraft  at  our  pleafure  fhall  be  void  i  we  commifiioned'  the  yew  to 
get  this  agreement,  and,  the  whole  of  our  former  contract  with.,  the  Arab , 
committed  to  paper  in  the  Arab's  own  language,  and  figned  by  him. 

Ccjee  Raphael  ordered  a  Takht  Revan  to  be  . brought  for  our  infpeftion ; 
we  found it  too  Ihort,  an.d  too  little  in  every  refped  for  our  purpofe,  but 
the  bilhop  fent  us  carpenters  to  make  new  ones  out  of  the  wood  that  Mr. 
Garden  had  hougfit  for  the  occafion :  each  is  to  be  large  enough  to  hold 
-two  perfons,  and  is  to  fee  . fix  feet  long,  four  broad,  and  five  in  height,  arched 
at  the  top  with  thin  boards,  over  which  we  purpofe  to  put  hides,  the  better 
to  fhelter  us  from  the  fun  the  jfides  are  to  be  letticed  for  the  convenience  of 
.admitting  air ;  the  in  fide  is  to  be  lined  with  green  linen,  and  the  machines 
are  to  be  fixed  upon  two  poles,  and  carried  by  two  mules. 

The  conveniences  for  travelling  in  Turky  are  confined  to  the  Takbt  Re- 
■van,  Cage,  or  Cradle,  horfes,  afies,  and  camels,  ’fpkbt  Revans  we  are 
informed,  are  only  allowed  to  people  of  the  firft  rank,  unlefs  on  very  par¬ 
ticular  occafions,  fuch  as  a  journey  to  Mecca,  &c. — The  Kahier,  or.  prime 
minifter’s  wife  at  Baghdad,  had  lately  one  made  for  her  own  ufe ;  but  fooa 
.after  it  was  finifhed,  fhe  received  a  mefiage  with  the  Haram's  *  compliments, 
defiring  to  be  informed  what  vehicle  was  now  left  by  which  it  was  poffible 

*  Haram  is  ufed  either  for  the  Bafia's  chief  wife,  or  for  the  place  where  his  wires  reftde. 
ffarram,  fignifies  prohibited,  or  unlawful  in  refpeft  to  men. 
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for  the  Bajha’s  lady  to  manifeft  the  fuperiority  of  her  rank  ever  the  Kalkf  s  1758. 

wife;  and  intimating,  that  if  {he  was  unacquainted  with  any  ether  method  ' — - ’ 

for  keeping  up  the  diftin&ion  between  them,  (as  the  Heram  herfelf  con- 
feffed  fhe  wholly  was)  it  would  be  efteemed  obliging  in  her  to  lav  afkle 
all  thoughts  of  making  ufe  of  the  Takht  Rcvcm  Ihe  had  ordered  to  be 
built. — The  compliance  of  the  Kabiers  lady  was  unavoidable,  and  pro¬ 
bably  fo  was  her  mortification, 

Our  friend  Mr.  Hemet  came  and  excu'fed  himfelf,  for  having  been  three  days  May  25. 
ablent,  owing  chiefly  becaufe  he  could  not  walk  the  ftreets  in  an  European 
habit,  without  inlults  from  the  boys ;  on  which  account,  and  as  lie  is  deter¬ 
mined  not  to  move  his  family  hence  till  OScaer,  he  is  preparing  for  himfelf 
a  country  habit.  The  Arab  told  us  yeftcrday,  he  would  be  ready  to  leave 
this  place  with  our  party  in  a  very  few  days,  if  we  thought  fit;  and  advifed 
our  advancing  as  far  as  Aet ,  a  place  fome  few  leagues  on  the  ocher  (ide  of  the 
Euphrates,,  and  there  wait  for  the  coming  up  of  his  Caravan:  he  propokd 
this,  he  laid,  as  a  means  of  our  getting  pail  the  moll  dangerous  part  of  the 
whole  journey,,  in  refpeft  to  the  Samkl  wind-.  Taking  the  thing  for  granted, 
we  feenned  to .  relilh  the  fcheme,  but  the  bifhop  who  paid  us  a  vifit  this 
morning  unattended,  diffuaded  us  from  it,  faying  there  was  no  more  danger 
between  this  place  and  Aet,  than  between  that  and  Aleppo ;  and  he  hoped, 
if  Swylem  kept  his  word,  pr  even  if  he  fhould  not  exceed  above  five  or  fix 
days  of  his  time,  we  might  with  the  precautions  already  taken,  go  on  hap¬ 
pily,  enough  ;.  but  was  altogether  for  our  flaying  till,  the  Caravan  let  eff,  left 
after  our  departure,  the  conduftor,  though  reckoned  a  good  fort  of  mam 
in-  his  way,,  fhould  play  us  fome  flippery  trick. 

The  afternoons  are  very  hot  now  in  the  city ;  the  ftreets  are  fo  narrow,, 
and  the  walk  fo  high,  that  the .  commonhoufes  are  quite  fuffbeating.  That 
which  we  live  in,  has  a  very  comfortable  hall,  five  feet  below  the  ground.- 
This  evening  was  very  pleafant,  we  fpenrlt  as  we  do  all  others  with  our 
agreeable  hoft  on.  the  Terrace'.  He  fleeps  there  in  the  night,  but  none  of  us 
have  as  yet  followed  his  .example.  .  I  am  now,  Deo  gratias !  quite  well :  but 
my  dear  friend  Mr.  Doidge  is  fomewhat  indifpofed;  he  coughs  and /pits,  which 
makes  me  fear  it  to-  be  the.  firft  attack  of  a  confumption", 

Mr.  Garden  had'  a  prefent  fent  him  from-  the  Seraglio  of  two'  pounds  of 
Ghee,  brought  from  the  Rerfian  mountains,  diftance  fix  days  journey.  We 
are  at  prefent  fupplied  with  pretty  good  apples  and  apricots  from  fome; 
gardens  which  are  fituated  by  the  fide  of  the  river-  near  Hilla  ;  and  in  thofe- 
gardens  are  vines,  date,  and;  other  fruit  trees*,  grapes  and  plumbs  will  be  - 
ripe  in  a  few  days.  Our  table  is  furnifhed  with  plenty  of  cucumbers,  and-, 
berenjoles ;  but  cabbages  are  paft,  fo  are  beans  and  peas  :  the  river  affords 
fifh,  but  they  are  not  firm- 

Mr,. 
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M y.  Alms  and  I  role  at  four  chis  morning,  and  took 'a  ride  round  both 
towns’  accompanied  by  the  biffiop  and  Mr.  Garden.  We  were  about  an 
hour  and  three  quarters  in  compaffing  the  old  town,  which  we'  judged  to 
be  near  five  miles  in  circumference;  the  other,  which  lies  on  the  eaft  fide 
of  the  Tigris,  and  is  not  quite  fo  large,  took  us  up  an  hour  and  fifteen 
minutes/  The  bifhop  thinks  they  both  contain  about  four  hundred  and 
fifty  thoufand  fouls.  He  was  not  clear  as  to  the  precife  time  when  they 
•Were  built ;  but  what  is  called  the  new  town,  is  lefs  ancient  than  the  other  *. 
When  the  emperor  Amur  at  b  took  Baghdad  from  the  Perfans,  he  fet  about 
fortifying* this  part.  It  is  furrounded  with  a  good  wall,  with  many  turrets, 
and  a  parapet  for  mufkctry ;  it  has  alfo,  at  certain  diftances,  nine  baftions, 
each  mounting  eight  brafs  guns,  but  in  bad  order,  and  of  irregular  fizes, 
procured  from  the  Portuguefe  fettlements  in  the  gulph  of  Perfia ;  dome 
■were  call  in  Germany,  fome  in  Perfia,  and  others  in  Holland.  .  His  lord- 
fhip  told  me,  he  believed  there  might  be  in  the  city,  mounted,  or  on 
the  ground,  one  hundred  and  fifty  cannon.  .  Before  the  Wall  is  a  good 
ditch,  and  an  indifferent  glacis;  tire  ditch  is  dry,  unlefs  in  a  fmall  part, 
where  fome  water  remains  from  the  laft  rains,  in  which  we  obferved  the 
Turks  to  be  walhing  their  linen :  this  accounts  for  the  miferable  colour 
of  our’s  waflied  at  Baghdad.  Through  this  ditch  a  conftant  run  of  water 
might  eafily  be  brought  from  the.  river,  had  the  Turks  the  leaff:  inclination 
to  add  to  the  ftrength  of  the  place,  or  rather  were  they  not  fo  extremely 
indolent,  and  inattentive  to  their  own  fecurity;  and  yet,  inconfiderable  as 
the  fortifications  of  Baghdad  are,  the  famous  Nadir .  Shah,  or  Kuly  Khan, 

*  Prideaux  in  his  connection  of  the  Old  and  New  Teftament  has  fetisfaftorily  cleared  up 
this  point.  ' 

“  Perchance,  fays  he,  the  giving  of  the  name. of  Babylon  to  Seleucia,  -was  that  which  gave 
rife  to  the  prefent  vulgar  error,  that  Sag  irW  is  now  fitnated in  the  very  place,  where  formerly 'old 
Babylon  food.  For  whan  Baghdad  was  firft  built,  it  truly  was  upon  the  fame  plat  of  ground, 
■where  formerly  Seleucia,  or  new  Babylon  food.  For  as  old  Bahflon  was  exhaufted-  by  Seleucia, 
fo  afterwards  was  Seleucia  by  Gtejiphan  and  Ahnadayen,  and  thefe  two  again  by  Baghdad-,  it 
being  the  humour  of  the  princes  of  thofe  ages,  to  build  new  cities  to  be  monuments  of  their 
names,  and  to  defolate  old  ones  in  the  neighbourhood  for  the  peopling  of  them.  By  this 
means  Seleucia  being  reduced  to  deflation,  as  well  as  Babylon,  at  the  time  when  Abu  Jaafar 
Almanfur ,  Caliph  or  emperor  of  the  Saracens,  begun  his  reign  (which-  was  in  the  year  of  our 
Lord  feven  hundred  and  fifty-four)  it  had  nothing  upon  it  but  the  cell  of  a  chriftian  monk, 
called  Dad ,  and  a  garden  joining  to  it.  From  whence  it  had  the  name  of  Baghdad,  that  is,  in 
the  language  of  that  country,  the  Garden  of  Dad.  And  upon  this  pla?e  was  the  city  firft  built, 
which  hath  ever  fince  been  called  by  this  name  of  Baghdad..  For  the  tows  Almanfur  being 
refolved,  out  of  diilike.  to  Hafbemia,  where  his  predecefi'or  before  refided,  to  build  him  a  new 
city,  to  be  the  capital  feat  of  his  empire,  chofe  that  place  for  it  where  this  garden  lay,  and 
there  in  the  year  of  onr  Lord  762,  erefted  this  city  upon  the  very  foundations  on  which 
formerly  Seleucia  had  Hood,  on  the  weft  fide  of  the  Tygris.  -But  not  long  after  it  was  trans¬ 
lated  over  to  the  other  tide,  and  there  it  at  prefent  Hands,  above  the  place  where  Ctefipbon  was 
formerly  fituated  oh  the  fame  fide  of  the  river,  that  is,  on  the  eaftern  fide  ;  and  that  which  was 
firft  built  on  the  wefiern  fide,  is  now  no  more  than  a  fuburb'to  it.  This  city,  from  the  reign 
of  Almanfur,  was  for  many  years  the  capital  of  the'  Saracen  empire,  and  fiill  remains  a  place 
of  great  note  in  the  eaft.  But  they  are  much  miftaken,  who  think  it  the  fame!  with  old  Babylon. 
For  that  was'  upon  the  Euphrates,  bat  Baghdad  is  upon  th t  Tygris,  at  the  diftance  of  forty  miles 
from  the  place,  where  that  old  city  ftood.”  Prideaux,  Book  viii. 

although 
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although  he  fat  down  before  it  twice  with  a  very  numerous  army,  and  threw  175S. 
feveral  hundred  ihells  into  the  city,  could  not  mailer  it.  The  wall  all  v— 
round  is  full  of  loop-holes  for  mufketry,  and  has  in  its  infide,  little-  cham¬ 
bers  or  lodgments  for  the  foldiers.  From  the  bottom  of  the  ditch  to  the 
top  of  the  wall  is  about  forty  feet:  the  Defert  comes  quite  up  to  the  foot 
of  the  glacis. 

The  bifhop  remembers,  that  about  twenty-five  years  ago,  the  rivers 
Euphrates  and  Tygris  were  fo  overflown,  that  the  whole  country  between 
them  appeared  as  one  large  fea ;  and  over  all  the  plain  between  this  city  and 
Hills,  people  could  pafs  only  in  boats  :  the  water  flowed  quice  up  to  the  gla¬ 
cis,  the  ditch  was  full,  the  city  alfo  overflown,  and. the  foundation  of  moll  of 
the  buildings  hurt;  th.ee  hundred  houfes  were  entirely  dellroyed.  To  pre¬ 
vent  as  much  as  poffible  fuch  a  thing  from  happening  again,  the  T urks  take 
care  now  to  face  the  foundation  wall  of  their  houfes,  with  a  compofition 
of  charcoal,  afhes,  and  Demur  (a  fort  of  bitumen.) 

The  land  towards  the  Defert  is  almoft  entirely  barren,  except  two  or 
three  fpots  -with  corn,  whole  harveft  is  now  gathering  in.  Without  the  city 
were  many  hundred  Camels,  fome  preparing  for  Damafcus,  others  for  Mofd. 

In  our  ride,  I  obferved  every  Mofque  or  church  to  be  croudsd  with  pigeons 
on  the  outfide,  which  breed  in  the  Domes  and  Minarets ;  and  you  generally 
fee  on  the  Minarets  the  Stork,  a  large  bird  called  by  the  drabs  Leg-leg,  a 
uedroyer  of  ferpents  ;  the  Turks  never  offer  to  moleft  it,  on  the  contrary  a 
ned  of  them  is  elleemed  by  a  bigoted  T urk  more  than  a  field  full  of  fheep 
and  camels.  Thofe  who  own  a  houfe  where  Storks  have  netted,  are  fuppofed 
to  receive  great  blefiings  from  heaven;  and  if  a  Chriftian  fhould  happen  to 
kill  one  of  them,  his  life  would  be  in  danger.  Upon  the  wall  and  glacis, 

■were  feveral  large  birds,  not  unlike  a  Mallard ;  but  by  the  peculiarity  of 
their  cry,  they  muft  be  of  a  different  fpecies, 

After  our  ride,  we  break-faded  with  the  bifhop,  on- coffee,  bread,  and 
country  cheefe,  (which  lad  is  very  indifferent)  apples  and  mulberries :  the 
mulberries  are  of  the  fmall  Indian  fort,  not  much  refembling  ours  in  Europe. 

We  finiihed,  with  imoaking  the  Argilo ,  and  drinking  a  glafs  of  French  white 
wine,  and  came  home  about  nine  o’clock,  when  we  found  the  carpenters, 
brifkly  at  work  on  our  Takht  Revans.. 

Bafoa  Sohmati,  is  the  chief  commander  at  Baghdad  under  the  Grand  Seignior : 
in  effect,  he  is  the  fupretne.  lord  himfelf  of  this  part  of  the  empire. 

He  makes  no  remittances  to  the  Forte,  but  rather,  he 'yearly  brings  his 
mader  in  debt  for  repairs,  or  pretended  repairs  of  fortifications,  fupport 
of  troops,  &c.  The  Grand  Seignior  has  more  than  once  attempted  to 
fuperfede  him ;  but  the  Janizaries,  of  whom  he  has  at  lead  forty  thou- 
fand  under  his  command,  would  admit  of  no  other  mader;  fince  that  time 
three  or  four  different  meffengers  have  been  fecretlv  fent  for  his  head,  but 
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r  i  ,-g_  as  he  has  always  been  wary  and  apprized  of  their  errand,  in  Head  of  fubmit- 
v~„  i  ting  and  reverently  killing  the  mandate,  as  is  the  common  praftice  of  thofe 
who  live  within  reach  of  the  Grand  Seignior's  authority,  he  has  always  made 
it  a  rule  to  fend  the  heads  of  thofe  very  meflengers  to  Conjiantinople 
inftead  of  his  own.  He  keeps  the  province  in  good  order,  for  all  have 
a  high  opinion  of  his  military  fkill  and  prowefs ;  but  whenever  he  ftalLdie, 
it  is  expected,  the  greateft  confufion  will  eiifue :  Chrijiians  in  particular  will 
not  be  in  fafety  for  their  perfons  or  property ;  and  therefore,  it  is  appre¬ 
hended,  will  take  care  to  remove  in  time.  The  Janizaries  here  are  in  gene¬ 
ral  difpoled  to  be  rude  tp  ftrangers,  but  fo  reftrained  by  the  prefent  Bajha's 
power,  that  the  fubjects  of  European  princes  not  only  live  in  peace,,  but 
are  alfo  treated  with  the  greateft  refpeft. 

We  found  refiding  at  Baghdad-,  Azet  Khan,  one  of  the  competitors  for  the 
Per/tan  empire,  who  after  his  defeat  by  Achmet  Shah ,  fled  here  for  protection, 

.  with  only  twenty  followers.  The  Khan  has  lately  exprefled  a  defire  of  re¬ 
turning  to  Pcrjta :  This  requeft  of  his  in  all  probability  will  not  be  granted, 
the  Bajha  pretending  that  it  is  not  in  his  power  to  accede  to  it,  until  he 
ft  all  have  received  an  order  from  the  Grand  Seignior  for  that  purpofe. 
Cojee  Raphael,  who  frequently  attends  the  Bajha' s  and  Kahier’s  levees,  allures 
me,  that  Kerim  Khan  has  lately  fought  and  defeated  Hajfein  Khan.  Achmet 
Shah  ftill  continues  in  his  own,  the  Afghan  or  Pytan  country;  but  in  the 
year  1757,  he  marched  an  army  into  the  empire  of  the  Great  Mogul,  and 
plundered  the  capital  city  Dehli  of  its  jewels,  monies,  and  valuable  effefts, 
though  he  did  not  think  proper  to  dethrone  the  Mogul,  following  herein  the 
example  of  the  famous  Kuli  Khan .  This  Achmet  is  reported  to  have. 
300,000  foldiers  under  his  command. 

When  we  came  from  BaJJora,  me  left  the  fon  of  the  Grand  Seignior' s  J af¬ 
ter  dar,  or  chief  treafurer,  a  prifoner  there  ;  here  we  found  the  father  him- 
fe If  in  prifon.  He  is  charged  with  having  been  guilty  of  many  frauds,- 
and  his  goods  and  chatties  were  a  few  days  ago  feized  upon,  and  expofed  to 
fale  at  a  public  auction.  It  is  generally  imagined  that  he  will  not  be  long- 
lived. 

Two  months  ago,  Selim,  Bajha  of  the  Courdijlan  province,  was  put  to  death  ' 
in  this  Seraglio  ;  during  the  government  of  Achmet  die  late  Bajha  of  Baghdad -, 
this  Selim  was  a  Caun,  and'  governor  of  the  Perfian  province  of  Courdijlan ,, 
and  gave  great  trouble  not  only  to  the  Perjtans  who  were  under  his 
.  own  immediate  command,  but  alfo  to  the  fubjedts  of  the  Grand  Seignior  who 
lived  in  his  neighbourhood.  Achmet  Bajha  had  often  fent  troops  againft 
him,  and  a  little  before  he-  died,  put  himfelf  at  the  head  of.  an  army;  but. 
the  Perfian-,  though  oftentimes  in  great  danger  of  falling  into  his  hands,  yet 
made  a  ftift  to  efcape,  which  {fo  much  mortified  the  Bajha,  that  it  is  uni- 
verfally  believed,  he  died  of  a  broken  heart.  The  civil  wars  of  Perfia 
having  for  fome  years  fubjecled  the  Courdijlan-  province  to  the  authority 
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of  the  Bajha  of  Baghdad-,  Selim,  though  much  againft  his  inclination,  had 
been  obliged  to  make  his  fubmiffion.  Solyman,  the  reigning  Bajha,  not  fatis- 
fied  with  this,  had  long  wiftied  for  an  opportunity  of  getting  Selim  into  his 
power,  to  gratify  not  only  his  own  revenge,  but  that  of  his  wife  (daughter  to 
.  the  deceafed  Achmef)  who,  with  many  other  'Turks  and  Psrftans  whom 
he  had  injured,  thirfted  for  his  blood  :  Selim  it  feems  had  conducted  himfelf 
with  fo  much  cruelty,  that  he  was  among  theT’urks  become  almoft  the  object 
of  as  much  terror,  as  ever  was  the  famous  Nadir  Shah .  Solyman,  to  efFedfc 
his  defign,  praftifed  the  moft  refined  diffimulation the-ftrongeft  profdffions 
of  friend  (hip  on  his  part  were  repeatedly  made,  with  affurances  that  the 
requeft  Selim  had  prefented  of  being  appointed  'Bajha  over  the  province, 
of  Courdijtan,  Ihould  be  moft  readily  complied  with.  Accordingly,  an  in¬ 
vitation  was  fent  him  to  come  to  Baghdad,  in  order  to  his  being  invefted 
with  the  honours  annexed  to  the  high  office  ;  Selim  hefitated  a  long  time, 
being  doubtful  of  the  event,  but  at  length  all  his  fcruples  were  overcome 
by  the  perfuafion  and  art  of  two  falfe  friends,  who  had  been  often  fent  by 
him  in  confidence  to  Baghdad,  but  through  mercenary  views  had  now  been  - 
brought  over  to  the  intereft  of  Solyman. 

The  Bajha  of  Baghdad  took  care  to  be  abfent  at  his  country-feat, 
fome  diftance  from  the  capital,  when  Selim  made  his  entrance  with  his  two 
friends;  but  left  ftrict  orders,  that  he.fhould  be  nffiered  in  with  all  the 
honours  due  to  his  rank.  He  was  accordingly  conducted  to  -an  handfome 
apartment  in  the  Bajha' s  palace,  and  treated  with  the  greateft  refpeft.  Pre¬ 
vious  to  this  however,  doubts  had  again  oppreffed  his  mind,  and  on  his 
drawing  nigh  to  the  city  he  was  feized  with  an  agony  of  fear ;  but  as  it 
was  too  late  to  think  of  retreating,  he  refolved  to  make  ufe  of  the  only 
means  that  remained  for  fecuring  his  future  fafety.  Before  he  entered  the 
walls,  he  paid  a  vifit  of  devotion  to  the  tomb  of  the  late  Bajha,  and  there,  . 
agreeable  to  the  Mahometan  cuftom,  invoked  the  ffirine  of  the  departed  fpi- 
rit.  He  fent  alfo  a  fupplicating  embafly  to  the  Bajha  and  his  wife,  defiring 
fome  new  marks  of  their  favour  and  forgivenefs  ;  the  embaflador  returned 
with  an  handkerchief  from  each,  which  is  looked  upon  as  the  ftrongeft 
proof  of  friendlhip  they  could  poffibly  have  fent.  -Thus  comforted,  all 
Selim's  fears  vanilhed,  and  with  alacrity  he  repaired  to  the  palace. 

In  about  five  days  afterwards,  Bajh'a  Solyman  returned  to  his  capital  ;  and  . 
the  morning  following  was  fixed  upon  for  giving  Selim  an  audience,  and  for 
ihvefting  him  with  the  Pelije,  or  veft  of  filk  lined  with  Samoor- fur,  which  in 
Turky  and  Perfia  is  prefented  only  to  thofe  whom  they  defign  highly  to 
honour.  On  the  day  and  hour  appointed,  the  unfufpeCing  Selim  was  con¬ 
duced  by  the  proper  officer  into  a  grand  apartment ;  then  into  another,  leis 
fpacious ;  and  laft  of  all  into  a  third,  mean  and  obfeure  to  a  great  degree.  He 
had  not  continued  long  here;  before  four  or  five  fellows  ruffied  in  and  rudely 
deprived  him  of  his  Cuttari  or  knives,  and  then  of  his  Shad,  being  the 
better  - part  of  his  drefs-,  foon  after,  they  prefented  him  with  (hackles  for 
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his  hands  and  feet;  when  they  had  put  them  on,  they  conduced  him  to  a 
prii'on,  where  he  fay  eight  or  nine  days;  and  then  was  ftrangled  ;  his  head 
alio  was  cut  off,  and  fent  to  Conjlantinople.  Soon  after  the  death  of  Selim ,  a 
fchedule  of  the  debts  due  from  him  to  government  was  produced  to  his  two 
falfe  friends,  and  the  difcharge  of  them  infilled  upon  as  an'indifpenfable  pre¬ 
liminary  to  the  Bajha’s  appointing  one  of  them  (Abdallah)  to  the  govern¬ 
ment  of  Courdifian^  and  the  other  to  another  advantageous  and  honourable 
poth  They  both  agreed  to  the  terms  ftipulated  for  their  advancement ;  and 
on  this  occafion,  the  crafty  Solyman ,  got  in  money  or  good  fecuritjv  twenty 
thoufand  purfes,  each  containing  five  hundred  Piajlres ,.  or  one  million  two 
hundred  and  fome  odd  thoufand  pounds  fterling. 

The  forces  kept  up  at  Baghdad  confift  of  about  5000  horfe,  1000  AJfafs, 
and  40,000  Janizaries,  many  of  whom  are  tradefmcn.  Cojee  Raphael  tells 
me,  that  out  of  all  thefe,  the  Bajha  cannot  of  a  hidden  fend  into  the  field 
above  10,000  men,  though  in  a  little  time  perhaps  he  might  make  them  up 
£0,000.  In  matters  indeed  where  the  Grand  Seignior’s  intereft  is  materially 
concerned,  reinforcements  might  be  had  tn  a  few  weeks  from  Moful  and 
Diarbekir  an  1  the  government  alio  of  Bajfora  could  fend  troops,  Ihould  the 
Bajha  of  Baghdad  give  his  orders  for  them.  Solyman  is  turned  of  fixty  ;■  he- 
was  a  Have  to  the  preceding  governor,  hath  only  one  wife,  but,  fliocking  to 
relate  !  we  were  informed  that  he  kept  upwards_  of  20  boys  for  his  unna;- 
tural  gratifications.. 

There  are  about  150  Armenian  Chrijfian  families  in  Baghdad ,  fome  of 
whom  are  Papijls,  but  the  greater  number  are  under  their  own  Patriarch , 
who  refides-.on  the  confines  of  Turky  and  Perfia .  Here  are  three  niinifters 
ordained  by  the  Patriarch ;  their  income  is  uncertain,  as  depending .  upon 
the  voluntary  fubfcnptions  of  their  people.  Cojee  Raphael  fays,  that  each  of 
them  may  poflibly  get  2000  Piajlres  a  year,  or  thereabouts- 

A  very  intelligent  gentleman  gave  us  the -following  particulars,  concerning' 
the  Turks  That  they  are  not  allowed  an  unlimited  number  of  wives,  ...but  are 
confined  to  four  at  - the  moft;  nor  do.  they,  marry- for.  a  certain,  time,,  or  at 
pleafure  (as  Sir  John  Chardin  relates)  but;  for  life.'.  If  their  women  exceed.' 
four,  all  above  that  number  Ihould  Be  of  the  hufband’s  Haves,  for  he  has 
no  property  in  his  wiye’s  Haves,  and  a  criminal  communication  with- them 
is  deemed  highly,  fcandalous.  She.  receives  them  from  her  own  family  on, 
her  marriage,  and  ever  remains  miftrefsof  them,  independant  of  the  autho¬ 
rity,  of  the.  hufoand.  Neither  are  the  Turks  cruel  to  their,  Haves,  .as , has 
been  commonly,  but  erroneoufly  imagined;  for  excepting  .thole  who  work  in 
their  galleys,  thefe  people  are  the  happieft  of  any  in  the  Grand  Seignior’ %  domi¬ 
nions.  A  mafter,.  who  has  been  faithfully  ferved  by  a  Have  for  a.  twelve¬ 
month  or.  more,  will  not  fell  him.;  on  the  contrary,,  fhould  that  Have  chance? 
to.- behave. ill  afterwards,  the  mafter,  though' he  has  power  over  his  life,  yet. 
fyldom. extends  his  feyerity  farther  even  for  the  greateft. fault,  ’than. to.  ftrip; 

7,  .  him? 
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Slim  of  his  clothes,  difmifs  him  from  his  fervice,  and  turn  him  out  of  the 
fcoufe.  If  a  Slave  has  at  any  time  been  put  to  death,  it  muft  have  been  by  a 
drunken,  diffolute  Janizary,  and  not  by  any  mafter  who  bore  the  character  of 
a  gentleman  or  merchant.  In  general,  the  Turks  ib  abominate  cruelty  in  this 
relpeft,  that  Should  a  mafter  treat  a  Slave  with  too  great  feverity,  his  neigh¬ 
bour?  would  not  fail  to  reproach  him,  bidding  him  to  reflect,  that  the  ftave 
.is  of  the  human  fpecies  as  well  as  himfeif,  and  Shrewdly  propofe  to  him 
this  interesting  question.  Mow-  would  you  like  to  be  fo  ferved,  in  the  fame  cir- 
cmnftattccs  ? 

’Tis  no  uncommon  thing  with  them  to  give  their  daughters  in  marriage 
to  their  Slaves,  and  who  are  often  made  governors  of  places.  There  is  one 
piece  of  refpeft  however,  which  the  mafter  always  requires  when  Strangers 
are  in.  company,  and  that  is,  for  the  Slave  to  Stand  in  his  prefence.  This 
ceremony  (which  they  take  care  deeply  to  imprint  upon  the  minds  of  ail) 
is  itridtjy  obferved  during  their  whole  lives  for  though  a  Slave,,  after  hav¬ 
ing  obtained  his  freedom,  may  by  a  lucky  turn  of  fortune,  rife  to  fome 
honourable  Station,  while  the  mafter  continues  in  the  fame  rank  of  life,  or 
perhaps  finks  into  a  lower  condition ;  yen  the  former,  in  this  point  of  civi¬ 
lity  at  leaft,  will  never  be  unmindful  of  his  primitive  Station.  It  happened 
lately  for  the  (lave  of  a  button-maker  in  BaJJora,  to  be  railed  to  the  govern¬ 
ment  of  that  city they  nevqr  afterwards  met,  though,  in  the  Seraglio,  but 
the  governor  paid  this  point  of  refpeft  to  his  old  matter,,  who  Still  continued 
to.  carry  on  his  trade. 

A  T'urk  will...  frequently,  difmherit  an  undutifnl  fon,  and  give  his  fortune 
to  hjs  Slave,  only  leaving  the  Ton  a  fcanty  pittance  for  his  lupport.  They 
always  look  upoa  a .  Slave  in  a  more,  refpectable  light  ,  than  an  hired  fervant : 
the  one,  they  Say,  is  a  Servant  only  by  misfortune,,  the  other  often  from 
choice.  If  a  Bajha  of  three  tails,  or  any.  other  man  of  rank,  fends  a  Slave 
to  fome  diftant  placeom  bufmeSs  of  importance,  it-  is  expefted  that  he  Shall- 
have  greater  civilities  Shewn- him,  than  if  he  had  never  been  in  bondage  ;• 
for  you  are  to  fuppofe  that  the  flave  fent  on  fuch  an  errand  is  in  the  fecrets 
oiLhis  .  mafter,  and  consequently  one  in  whom  he  places  the  greatest  con¬ 
fidence.  :  Upon  the  whole,  it  is  found  policy  that  directs  the  Turk,  to  put 
fuch  truft  in  his  Slave,  rather  than  in  any  other  perfon  ;  Since  it  is  natural 
to  believe,  that  he  whole  happinefs  or.  mifery  entirely  depends  on  his 
matter’s  pleafure,  will  be.  leaft  liable  to  deceive  him.  . 

Our  friend  obferved  alftf,  that  the  Bajha's ,  and  other  Turhjb  governors,- 
are  in  general  very  diffolute  in  their  manners;  they  commonly  pur- 
.chafe  their  offices  with:  a. fum  of  money,  but-  they  never  fail  to  reimburfe 
themfelves  out  of  .the  pockets  of  thole  who  are  fo  unhappy  as  to  live  under 
their  jurifdidtion..'  No  Gentleman,  or  Merchant  ‘Turk.,  will  ever  attend  the 
court  of  a  Bajha,..  if  he- can. ppffibly  avoid  it.  Whenever  any  of  them  are  fenc- 
for,  they  always  go  with  fear  and  trembling,  left  they  Should  be  obliged  to 
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•pay  down  a  Turn  of  money,  or  forced  into  a  Icandalous  affociation  with 
the  great,  to  the  prejudice  of  fome  honeft  man.  The  Janizaries  are 
generally  enemies  of  the  Bafhas,  and  they  are  -the  only  people  of  whom 
thefe  officers,  and  the  Grand  Seignior  himfelf,  are  afraid.  They  enjoy 
many  privileges  above  other  fubjefts;  occafionally  wear  a  cloak,  and 
in  the  Bazars  or  markets,  they  have  a  right  to  purchafe,  duty  free,  as 
much  of  moft  commodities  as  their  cloaks  will  cover.  The  Salaam ,  or 
falute  which  they  make  to  their  fuperiors,  is  -far  lefs  fubmiffive  than  that 
of  any  other  perfon.  They  are  never  punilhed  for  any  crime  in  public,  but 
are  conduced  into  a  private  apartment,  the  doors  of  which  are  immediately 
ihuc ;  in  the  room  are  many  other  Janizaries ,  who  forming  a  circle  round 
the  prifoner,  hear  and  judge  of  the  charge  that  is  exhibited  againft  him  :  if 
he  is  found  guilty,  and  fentenced  by  them  to  be  corporally  punilhed,  the 
punifhment  niuft  be  inflicted  by  one  of  their  own  order,  who  in  doing  it, 
is  obliged  to  reft  his  right  knee  on  the  ground,  and  not  to  carry  the  hand 
which  holds  the  fcourge  higher  than  his  own  ear.  And  even  the  execution 
of  this  fentence,  may  be  prevented  by  any  one  of  the  attending  Janizaries 
ftiewing  his  difapprobation  by  a  hem  or  cough,  or  by  riling  from  his  feat; 
for  if  he  does  fo,  the  others  will  immediately  follow  the  example,  and  the 
prifoner  is  of  courfe  difcharged.  If  a  Janizary  be  condemned  to  die,  he 
is  ftrangled  by  other  Janizaries ;  the  corpfe  is  interred  at' eight  in  the  even¬ 
ing,  and  honoured  with  the  difcharge  of  one  cannon,  in  the  fame  manner  as 
if  he  had  died  a  natural  death. 

Our  friend  concluded  his  account,  with  obferving,  that  it  was  morally 
impoffible  for  a  Turk,  Perfian,  Aral,  or  any  other  perfon  profeffing  the 
Mahometan  faith,  ever  to  be  converted  to  ChriJUanity,  fo  long  as  any  men¬ 
tion  lhall  be  made  of  the  doeftrine  of  the  Trinity.  For  as  their  prefent  grand 
article  of  faith  is  the  unity  of  the  Godhead;  whenever  they  hear  of  one  being 
three,  and  three,  one,  they  are  ftire  to  fmile  at  the  weaknefs  of  fuch  a  be¬ 
lief.  They  acknowledge  the  divine  million  of  Jefus  Chrijl,  and  fay  that 
he  was  the  greateft  of  all  the  prophets-  before  Mahomet,  that  he  taught  the 
truth  relating  to  the  Godhead,  and  the  duties  neceffary  for  mankind ;  but 
that  his  followers  abufed  the  purity  of  his  religion,  committed  blafphemy 
by  calling  him  God,  and  that  Jefus  Chrifi  will  hereafter  appear  in  judgment 
againft  them.  They  alfo  deny  that  this  prophet  of  God  was  ever  crucified; 
for  they  fay,  God  would  never  have  permitted  fuch  an  indignity  to  be  offered 
to  fo  faithful  a  prophet ;  and  affert  that  the-identical  Jefus  Chrijl  was  fnatched 
away  by  God  himfelf,  and  the  Jews  ignorantly  put  another  to  death  in  his- 
ilead  *. 

A  gentleman  Turk's  drefs  is  very  neat.  On  his  head  he  hath  a- white  or 
green  Turban,  made  of  linen  or  fha-wlf ;  dr  he  wears  a  green,  red,  or  black 

*  This  was  a  very  early  opinion  of  fome  Chriftian  heretics,  and  no  doubt  Mahomet  borrowed 
it  from  them. 

:  -f  Slavs!  is  a  manufacture  of  Camil’s  hair,  or  Carminian  wool. 
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cloth  cap,  or  bonnet,,  which  is  afoot  or  more  high,  very  ft  iff,  Being  thickly 
quilted,  and  flat  at  top  :  over  that  part  of  the  cap  which  goes  round  the 
head,  is  twifted-  a  white  or  green  linnen  doth,  but  his  neck  is  always  bare. 
Next  to  his  body  he  wears  a  long  fhift,  Ihaped  like  our  women’s  fliifts 
the  tail  of  this  fhirt  is  put  into  a  pair  of  lintien  drawers,  2nd  over  thefe 
drawers,  is  another  large  loofe  pair  of  drawers  made  of  fhawl,  and  to  each 
ancle  part,,  is  fewed  a  yellow  thin  flipper,  without  an  heel,  the  foie  of 
•which  is  no  thicker  than  the  upper  leather  of  the  fame  flipper ;  thefe 
flippers  are  worn  within  another  ftronger  pair  of  flippers,  which  alfo  are 
without  heels  ;.  the  outer  flippers,  on  coming  into  an  houle,  the  Turk  leaves 
at  the  door.  Next  to  the  fhirt,  is  a  veil:  that  fits  clofe  to  the  body  and. 
buttons  on  the  breaft,  whole  tail  reaches  to  the  calf  of  the  leg:  upon 
this  firft  veft,  is  another  with  lapels  made  of  fine  linen  cloth,  which 
buttons  clofe  at  the  fleeves  near  the  wrifts  ;  this  veft  reaches  to  the  ancles 
with  an  open  petticoat-like  tail,,  and  over  it,  around  the  waift,  is  pafled  a. 
fine  fafh,  with  a  border  that  is  generally  ornamented  with  gold  Or  fllver- needle 
work.  In  the  bofom,  under  the  lapel  of  this  fecond  veft,  is  carried  the 
watch  and  an  handkerchief,  which  handkerchief  is  alfo  ornamented  with  gold.  . 
and  fllver  embroidery:  over  all  is  worn  a  third  veft,  loofe,  made  either 
of  fine  cloth,  or  of  fhawl ;  this  has  flit  fleeves  which  are  lined  with  filk, 
and  at  pleafure  are  either  buttoned,  or  worn  open;,  but  this  outer  garment, 
is  ufually  thrown  off  when  the  perfon  is  at  home.  This  defeription  is  appli¬ 
cable  to  their  fummer  habit,  the  quality,  though  perhaps  net  the  make  of 
their  'drefs,  may  differ  in  the  winter.  Befides  the  cap  deferibed,  we  fee  a  va¬ 
riety  of  other  caps,  lome  of  which  area  foot  and  a  half  high,,  of  very  great 
circumference,  whofe  outfides  are  covered  with  fur.  The  cap-gentlemen,. 

I  believe,  are  always  in  office  under  the  government... 

The  drefs  of  the  women;  with  whofe  fight  we  have-  been  favoured,  but- 
who  indeed  are  only  thofe  that  are  on  foot  in  the  ftreets,  and  confequently 
of  the  loweft  fort,  confifts  of  a-  Ihift,  like  the  men’s  fbirts ;  a  veft  or  two 
over  that,  and  then  a  loofe  cover  or  veil  of  linen  from  top  to  toe ;  their- 
legs  and  feet’ are  covered  like  the  men’s..  On  that  part  which  goes  over  the 
head,  is  fattened  a  black  horfe-hair  covering  for  the  face,  about  fourteen 
or  fifteen'  inches  fquare,  which  they  fometimes  lifted  up  to. look  at  us  :  their 
hands  and  arms  are  full  of  different,  marks  made  with  gunpowder,  their-faces 
are  fpotted  blue,  and*  their  lips  often  the  fame.  The  better  fort  of  women 
are  admitted  on  the  ‘Terraces  in  the  evenings,  but  their  hufbands  are  ex-- 
tremely  fearful  left  they  Ihould  be  feen  by  men,  ,  from  the  houfes  adjoining. 
We  have  difficulty,  to  keep  ourfelves  within  rule,  not  more  from  cunofity, , 
than  inattention.  Mr.  Garden  and  Cojee  Raphael  cautioned  us  on  the  fub- 
jeft;  the  former  told  us,  that  one  of  his  neighbours  had  . been  very  trouble- 
fome  on  this  head,  and  once  fwore  to  him  aloud,  that  if  he  mould  ever-  - 
again  catch  his  eye  towards  his  territories,,  he  was  determined  to  throw 
himfelf  inftantly  from  the  Terrace,  and  daih  out  Ms  brains,  that  his  blood 
might  reft  on  Mr.  Garden’s  head.  One  of  our  caps  or.  hats,  was  feen  by 

0  „  another 
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another  neighbour,  who  immediately,  open  mouthed,  protefted  againft  the 
affront :  in  fa£t,  we  are  in  this  great  city,  prisoners  in  a  very  ftrift  fenfe  ;  a 
c.ircumftance,  fomewhat  mortifying  to  the  free  Britjh  fpirit. 

A  little  before  we  got  here,  a  country  Chriftian  merchant  of  fubftance, 
■was  difcovered  by  the  public  officers  in  bed  with  his  own  Turkijh  fervant’s 
wife ;  ’twas  believed  that  he  had  given  the  hufband  a  fum  of  money  for 
•this  liberty,  and  which  he  had  enjoyed,  for  fome  time  paft.  Death  is  the 
punishment  which  the  law  inflicts  on  offenders  of  this  kind,  or  embracing 
the  Mahometan  faith  ;  by  intereft  and  money  however  the  fentence  was  not 
executed  in  this  cafe,  but  the  following  puniffiment  in  it’s  Head  :  the 
breeches  or  troufers  of  the  offender  were  taken  off,  and  the  petticoat,  or 
that  part  of  the  apparel  which  is  ufed  by  the  S turkijh  women  inftead  of  it, 
put  over  his  head,  and  thus  ffiamefully  attired,  he  was  led  over  a  great 
part  of  the  city,  publicly  expoied,  .and  intuited  by  the  rabble. 

Cbrifiians ,  Jews,  and  all  the  other  Infidels  of  this  country,  are  publicly 
diftinguiffied  from  th t'Muffidmen,  by  the  colour  of  their  Turban  ;  the  latter 
wearing  them  only  of  a  white,  or  deep  green,  the  others  of  different  colours. 
None  but  true  ikfr#d?«#dik.ewiie  are  allowed  to  wear  a  green  drefs ;  not- 
withftanding  this,.  Mr.  (Garden's  qloaths  were  made  of  a  pea-green.  This  near 
approach  to  -tire  Mufftilmarfs  colour,  is  permitted  to  ftrangers  in  a  refpeft- 
able  ftatjcm,  but  they  cannot  go  farther  without  giving  offence,  or  running 
3  greap'riik  of  being  affronted. 

five  -this  evenipg,.pur  whole  party  (Mr.  Garden  alfo  accompanying  us) 
fet  off  on  horfes,  ancf  ouales,  for  an  ancient  ruin  called  Tauk-Kejjerafy,  which 
means.  Keffer  ah’s  Arch-,  it  lies  to  the  fouth-eaft  of  Baghdad,  diftant  about 
40  miles, .  and  within  a  mile  of  the  Tygris.  The  journey  by  land  is  about 
fix  ftoura ;  we  rode  it  in  fix,  and  returned  in  five,  exciufive  of  the  time 
fpest  in  the  village.  ;  Having  been  difappoinied  in  getting  horfes  and  mules 
for  carrying  our  baggage,  we  were  obliged  to  fend  it  in  a  Sandal  down  the 
Tygris,  intending  that  our  -fervants  fliould  join  us  with  the  tent,  &c.  at  the 
.village  Teallah  ten  miles  from  Baghdad:  we  defigned  to  have  relied  there  a 
few  hours,  and  then  have  proceeded ,  on  to  view  the  Arch  early  the  next 
morning  before  the  fun  Ih 0 aid  be  troublefome  ;  but  our  fervants  in  the  boat 
met  with  interruptions  which  prevented  their  joining  uS  till  the  next  morn¬ 
ing,  long  after  we  had  reached  the  ruins.  We  got  to  the  village  about  a 
quarter  paft.  nine,  having  palled  by  a  good  deal  of  corn  and  garden  ground, 
well  fupplied  with  water  from  the  Tygris.  ■  Here  we  procured  a  little  milk, 
others  chofe  a  bit  of  bread  and  cheefe,  and  drank  a  glafs  of  the  wine  we 
carried  with  us ;  after  which,  each  endeavoured'to  get  a  little  deep,  either 
.in  the  open  air,  or  under  cover  of  a  Turkijh  hovel ;  but  all  were  di  (ap¬ 
pointed,  from  the  perplexing  mufchetos,  lice,  and  fleas,  which  greatly  abound 
In  and  ne.ar  fuch  fort  of  habitations. 
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At  -one  o’clock  we  croffed  a  large  creek,  in  a  boat  which  held  twelve 
men,  three  horfes,  four  mules,  and  one  afs,  and  went  on  towards  the  Arch, 
which  was  feen  by  the  help  of  the  moon  two  or  three  miles  off :  the  greateft 
part  of  the  way  was  through  a  thicket  made  up  of  the  liquorice,  caper, 
the  low  cotton  and  cyprefs  flmibs  •,  in  this  cover  (called  here  a  foreft)  are 
often,  feen  Lions  and  Wild  Boars ,  we  met  with  neither,  but  got  very  quietly 
on  to  Soliman  Pack’s  tomb,  or  else  tomb  of  Scliman  the  Clean ,  alias,  Smack 
Smooth ,  who  was  barber  to  Mahomet.  The  traditional  hiftory  of  this  per- 
fon  is,  that  he  was  much  reverenced  by  his  countrymen,  and  looked  on  as 
highly  favoured  of  the  Prophet :  he  lived  to  a  great  age,  and  was  in  the 
general  eftimation,  a  pious  old  man,  but  as  he  always  was  obliged  to 
keep  with  him  a  female  fervant  for  the  management  of  his  domettic  af¬ 
fairs,  his  moral  conduft  thereby  became  doubtful,  and  the  fubjedt  of 
much  deputation :  his  revilers  however  (as  the  ftory  goes)  at  length,  fuf- 
fered  Ihame,  for  the  Prophet  himfelf,  concerned  at  the  injuftice  done  the 
character  of  his  faithful  Soliman,  miraculoufly  caufed  the  genital  parts  to 
fall  off  ;  thereby  enabling  the  old  man,  in  the  mod;  effe&ual  manner  to 
eftablifh  Ms  innocence,  by  (hewing  them  the  impoffibility  of  his  commit¬ 
ting  the  crime  of  which  he  ftood  accufed. 

In  this  holy  man’s  fleeve,  fome  of  the  moft  credulous  Mahometans  tell 
you,  the  cat  made  it's  firft  appearance:  having  been  fupernaturally  pro¬ 
duced  there,  through  his  devout  interceffion,  for  the  advantage  of  mankind. 
On  the  firft  difeovery,  the  Sage  fo  cherilhed  it,  that  in  tendernefs  he  cut 
off  the  fleeve  of  his  garment,  and  placed  it  as  a  carpet  for  the  valuable 
ftranger.  So  much  for  this  fabulous  ftory:  the  outer  wall  of  his  tomb 
appears  to  be  of  modern  brickwork,  nor  does  the  tomb  itfelf  look  fo  an¬ 
cient  as  the  porch  or  entrance  to  it. 

At  a  quarter  of  a  mile  di fiance,  ftand  the  ruins  of,  that  very  confider- 
abie  work  of  antiquity,  we  intended  to  vilk.  Neither  the  Turks  nor  Arabs 
know  any  thing  about  it;  they  are  at  a  lofs  to  determine,  whether  it  was 
a  temple  or  palace.  The  biftiop  told  us  it  was  commonly  fuppofed  to 
have  been  a  temple,  dedicated  to  the  fun  5  probably  people  have  been  led 
to  this  conjedture,  from  obferving  very  many  openings  yet  remaining 
in  the  Arch,  that  pafs  for  lamps,  and  which  they  lay,  could  have  been  all 
lighted  in  the  twinkling  of  an  eye ;  our  opinion  was,  that  thefe  holes  were 
fo  many  funnels  for  the  admiffion  of  air.  Mr.  Doidge  took  with  his  Qua¬ 
drant,  the  exact  meafurement  of  the  Arch,  and  the  front  of  the  building, 
and  drew  a  perfpedtive  view  of  it  with  his  pencil :  the  eaft  face  of  the 
whole  is  300  feet  in  length,  the  breadth  of  the  Arch  85  feet,  height  ot 
the  Arch  10 6  feet*,  length  of  the  arched  roofed  room  from  eaft  to  weft 

*  Our  common  journal  contains  thefe  farther  obfervstions.  “  Fart  of  the  roof  of  this 
room  is  fallen  in  j  the  front  on  each-  fide  of  the  arch  is  full  of  niches  like  our  cathedrals,  in. 
tvhich  there  probably  once  flood  fome  images :  the  whole  fabric  U  built  cl  buctei  a  loot  fijuare, 
and  three  inches  thick.” 
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is  1 50  feet:  the  niches,  in  the  face  or  front  of  the  building,  refembie 
the  work  of  our  old  abbies.  The  front,  of  which  Mr.  Doidge  has  taken  a. 
view,  ftands  due  eaft,  in  which  are  ftill  niches,  and  defaced  pillars  the  weft 
and  back  front  is  very  much  deftroyed,  no  view  therefore  was.  taken 
of  that.  In  the  Arch  were  pigeons,  jays,  fparrows,  and  fome  other 
birds.  Until  the  fun  got  hiah,  we  had  Ihelter  from  its  rays,  within 
the  Arch ;  but  after  that  we  had  recourfe  to  our  tent,  where  we  found  it 
•very  hot  indeed. 

To  the  fouthward,  between  this  ruin  and  the  Tygris ,  is  a  tomb  and 
Mofque,  named  Hand  Eeffey :  and  on  the  other  fide  of  the  river,  is  a  Fifing 
fpot  on  which  ftands  a  powder-mill,  for  the  ufe  of  Baghdad ,  railed  PuriU 
Kaune.  For  a  very  confiderable  way  all  around  the  Arch ,  the  «lns  of  other 
vaft  buildings  are  to  be  found,  though  in  fuch  ddblation,  that  not  the 
fmalleft  piece  of  a  wall  is  now  Handing.  The  bricks  and'  mortar  however 
are  in  fuch  abundance,  that  no  doubt  can  poffibly  remain  but  that  here  once 
flood  a  city  of  feveral  miles  in  circumference-,  and  from  the  accounts  given 
by  hiftorians  of  the  extent  and  fitustion  of  Ctejtphon *,  there  is  the  greateft 
reai'on  to  believe,  that  on  this  very. fpot,  that  magnificent  and  powerful  city 
once  flood. 

One  of  our  Ttirkijh  fervants  who  fpoke  a  Tittle  of’  the  Porlugueje 
language,  told  my  man  M-Intcjh ,  that  the  moft  general  received  opi- 
®i on-  in  this  country,  was,  that  Tauk  Kejfera,  was  not  built  by  a  Perfian , 
Parthian ,  Turk ,  or  any  other  Afiatic,  but  by  an  European  prince,  who- 
came  into  this  part  of  the  world  with  a  large  army,  and  fubdued-it.  As. 
we  had  not  yet  met  with,  any  edifice  in  Afta ,  carrying  with  it  fo  great 
a  refemblance  of  the  ancient  European  architecture  as  this  ;  it  ftruek 
me,  that  Tank  Kejfera  might  have  been  conftructed,  foon  after  the  con- 
quefl  of  .this  part  of  the  world,  by.  Alexander  th z  Great,  or  one  of  hi* 
captains  f. 

The  Turks  eonfefs  that  they  know  nothing  certain  concerning  this  ruin  j. 
there  is  however  a  traditionary  and  fabulous  account  amongft  them,  that 
it  was  built  by  one  Keffera^  the  fon  of  Shtrwan  -,  that  he  was  the  king  of 
the  country  and  refided.  in  this  palace  that  he  cauled  a  chain  to  hang  down-. 


*  Ctejiphon,  according  to  the  ancient  accounts  of  it,  was  fituated  on  theeaft  fide  of  the  Tygris,- 
at  fome  diltance  from  Sdeucia,  and  a  little  removed  from  the  river.  Thefe  ruins  are  on  the: 
eaft  fide  of  the -Tygris,  about  18  or  20  miles  from  Sagbdaii  (the  ancient  Sehticid),  and  that  pare 
of  them  which  is  nearcH  the  river,  is  a  mile  diftance  from  it. 


+  From  the  fimilarity  between  the  name  of  this  ruin  Kejpra,  and  the  Greek  word  KoJtra^, 
t  friend  of  the  author  fuppofes  that  this  edifice  might  poflibly  have  been  built  by  one  of  the; 
Gayaes,  emperors  of  Seme,  feveral  of  whom  are  known  to  have  carried  their  arms  into  this, 
partof./^a;;  aad.then  theTauP  Kejfira  will  fignify  Cota's  Arch,. 

to; 
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to  the  ground  from  the  room  in  which  he  himfelf  dept,  fo  that  whoever  1758. 
in  his  dominions  had  any  grievance  to_  complain  of  which  they  wifhed  the  1 — ^ — ■* 
king  to  redrefs,  they  were  ordered  to  pull  at  this  chain.  It  once  happened, 
that  an.  afs  which  had  fufFered  much  from  the  cruelty  of  his  mailer,  came 
and  tugged  at  the  end  of  it;  and  what  was  ftill  more  furprizing,  the  power 
of  fp'eech  was  fo  far  miraculoufly  given  to  him,  as  enabled  him  to  make 
one  of  the  king’s  attendants  underftand,  that  he  the  afs  had  bufmefs  with 
his  majefty.  The  creature  accordingly  got  admittance,  Uncovered  its 
wounds,  &c.  The  owner  was  lent  for,  feverely  rebuked,  and  told,  that  if  - 
in  a  certain  number  of  days,  he  did  not  cure  the  afs,  he  Ihould  certainly 
be  put  to  death.  Fortunately  for  him,  fays  the  fable,  the  creature  was 
made  well  Jteftly  at  the  time  limited,  and  ever  afterwards  the  als,  and 
all  other  ufml  cattle,  were  exempted  from  thofe  heavy  fufferings,  to  which 
before  this  incident,  they  had  been,  accuftomed  from  the  feventy  of  their 
matters,  who  intimidated  by  this  furprizing  ftory  became  alfo  more  care¬ 
ful  of  the  Jives  of  their  beads.  The  ftory  adds,  that  a  great  fnake  came 
.afterwards  to  make  a  vifit,  but  his  bufmefs  was  only  to  bring  the  king  a 
water-melon-feed,  as  a  reward  for  the  faithful  diicharge  of  his  kingly  truft : 
and  front  this  Angle  feed  have  fince  been  produced  all  the  water-melons 
'  in  the  world.  Such  kind  of  allegorical  {lories  are  riot  uncommon  in 
Tfurky. 

About  a  mile  and  a  half  to  the  eaftward  of  the  Arch,.  Hands  an  ancient 
mud-wall,  three  Tides  of  a  fquare,  fronting  eaft,  weft,  and  north  ;  the  river 
is  to  the  fouth  -.  the  wall  is  about  forty  feet  high,  and  thirty  thick,  and  each 
fide  about  a  mile  in  length ;  we  conclude  it  to  have  been  a  citadel  to  this 
once  extenfive  city.  From  the  mins  hereabouts,  are  picked  up  ancient 
coins  :  not  long  ago,  a  poor  fellow  in  digging,  found  a  fmall  jar  with  one 
piece  of  gold,  and  feveral  forts  of  filver  and  copper  pieces  of  money.  I 
could  only  learn  that  they  are  looked  on  as  ancient  Perfian  or  Parthian 
coins  :  the  prefent  Bajha  has  them,  though  neither  he  nor  any  of  the  Tteris 
have  a  true  tafte  for  inch  remains.  The  bilbop’s  paflion  turns  to  medals ; 
he  has  made  a  great  collection,  it  is  laid  .to  the  value  of  50  or  60,000 
piaftres,  or  about  6  or  7000 1.  fterling. 

From  fome  poor  Arabs ,  who  live  in  a  fmall  village  near  the  Arch ,  we  got 
.milk,  butter,  and  a  lamb  which  our  iervant  broiled;  he  foot  alfo  a  young 
Jackal,  which  we  prefented  to  an  old  Arab  woman  who  was  very  thankful, 
and  we  were  told  would  eat  it. 


At  half  paft  twelve  at  night,  we  fent  our  baggage  to  the  Sandal,  to  be 
carried  to  Baghdad,  and  mounted  our  cattle ;  we  returned  over  the  river 
to  Yedlah  about  three  in  the  morning,  when  we  were  entertained  by  the  lark  ; 
relied  before  the  ferry-houfe  for  half  an  hour,  faw  eight  Pelicans  in  our 
journey  back,  and  arrived  at  Mr.  Carden’s  in  the  city,  between  fix  and  {even, 
’’  P  p  2  where 
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where  we  got  a  comfortable  brcakfalb  on-  tea  atrcT  clouted  cream,  fung  a-, 
for.g,  and  went  merrily,  but  very  weary  to  bed. — Slept  till  near  noon. — In  the 
evening  we  were  vifitea  by  the  bifhop,  and  father  Fiddle ;  his  lordfhip 
had  expreffed  a  defire  that  we  would  favour  him  with  the  outlines,  fhould 
we  make  a  Iketch  of  the  Arch,  Mr.  Boidgs  fnewed  him  what  he  had  taken, 
in  his  pocket-book,  apologized  for  not  being  able  now  to  compliment  his 
lordfhip  with  a  copy,  but  promiied  him  one  to  be  fent  from  England  when 
finilhed  :  the  bilhop  appeared  pleafed  and  obliged,  and  invited  us  all  to  dine, 
with  him  to-morrow. 

We  were  politely  entertained  to-day  by  the  bifhop ;  two  courfes  of' 
eight  dilhes  at  dinner,  a  deffert,  punch,  claret,  French,^ and  Furkiflx- 
white  wines..  His  lordfhip  entertained  us.  alfo  with  an  account  of  an. 
antique  pile  of  buildings  called  Kur.man  Shah *,  (till  to.be  feen  at  about:, 
twelve  days  journey  between  this  place  and  Ifpahan •,  wherein- is  a  great, 
deal  of  fculpture  in  marble,  with  Bajfo.  and-  Alto-Relievos ,  reprefenting. 
battles,  trophies,  arms,  men,  and  camels ;  and  one  moft  remarkable - 
horfe  whofe  body  feems  quite  detached  from  the  wall,  being  joined, 
only  by  the  pedeftal  on  which  it  ftands.  In  the  roof  is  a  window- 
reprefented,  and  a  head  crowned,  with  great  earneflnefs  looking  through  .- 
it,  but  at  what  objetft,  the  obferver  is  for  a  time  at  a  loi's  to  guefs,. 
till  calling  his  eye  in  a  particular  direction,  which  he  is  led  to  do  by  the 
static  gaze  of  the  figure  above,,  h.e  difcovers  a.  bath,  and  in  it, a  naked  . 
Venus  f . 

In  another  part  of  the  building,  there  is  a  long  ihfcription  in  characters 
■unknown  to  the  bifhop,  or  any  other  of  the  French  antiquarians.  The 
letters  are  neither  Perfian ,  Parthian ,  Chaldean ,  Hebrevj,  Arabic ,  Greeks  Coptic , 
or  any  other  type  now  known  in.  this  part  of  the  world.  His  lordfhip  had  in 
his  poffeffion  two  or  three  pieces  of  filver  coin*  one  of  which  he  prefented  to 
Mr.  Doidge,  on  which  is  a  head  exadly.  like  that- before  defcribed  as  looking 
with  fuch  defire  on  the  Venus  in  the  bath.  The  characters  around  its  edge-, 
his  lordfhip  fays,  are  of  the  fame  fort  with  thofe  of  the  infcription  in  Kurman 
Shah,  but  whole  head  it  is,  he  does  not  pretend  ,  to  determine.  He  has- 
compared  it  with  the  feveral  imprefiions  in  his  books  of  medals,  but  can . 
find  no  fimilitude.  He  fliewed  us  indeed  another  coin,  and  upon  compar¬ 
ing  it  with  one  in  hi*  book,  we  faw  that,  it  bore  a.  ftrong  refemblance  of  tl*,- 


*  Kurman  Shah,  figmftea  Royal  Kurman",  but  whether  it  ftands  for  the-name  of  a  country,  . 
ticy,  building,  or  king,  nobody  here  could  inform  us. 

+  Tis  poffible  this  piece  of  fculpture  might  have  been  intended  to  reprefent  the  well-known 
ftory  of  David  and  Bathjhehn. 

“  And.  it  came  to  pafs  in  the  evening  tide,  that  David  arofe  from  off  his  bed,  and  walked 
“  epon  the  roof  of  the  king's  houfe  ;  and  from  the  roof  he  faw  a  woman  wafting  herfelf;  and 
“  the  woman  was  very  beautiful  to  look  ujjpn.”  A  Samuel,  xi.  chap ,  2 d  <ver/e. 

3.  farqpus 
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famous  Artdxerxes,  who  reftored  the  ancient  grandeur  of  the  Perf.av.  kinss. 
The  bilhop  however  is  very  conildent'that  this  coin,  and  the  head  in  Harman 
Shah,  were  both  defjgned  for  the  third  or  fourth  king  after  Artczcrus,  for 
he  thinks  it  was  not  till  their  reigns,  that  this  new  and  unknown  language 
was  introduced, 

Mr,  Bridge  borrowed  of  the  ’okliop  a  cover  of  an  earthen  vcfiel,  to  take 
off  an  impreffion.  It  was  found  near  the  ruins  of  Tc.uk  Kfoera,  and  in 
it  were  many  coins  both  gold  and  filver  of  feveral  kings  of  Par  thin  and 
Syria,  who  reigned  after  Alexander.  One  of  Aatiecbus  the  4th,  and  another 
of  Antioebus  the  5th,  of  the  molt  curious  metal  ;  the  laft  is  judged  to  be 
worth  500  crowns.  The  cover  is  four-inches  and  a  half  in  diameter,  and 
thirteen  and  a  half  in  circumference  :■  It  ha$  an  indented  knob  in  the  middle 
of  the  furface,  through  which  is  a  hole,  probably  for  a  ring  to  hold  it  by.  On 
each  fide,  of  the  knob  is  a  Sphinx-  rampant,  one  with  its  back  to  the  other. 
Between  the  hind  and  fore  leg  of  each,  is  a  fprig  with  a  flower.  Their 
•wings  join  at  the  top,  and  terminate  in  a  flourifhing:  fprig' over  their  heads. 
At  the  bottom,  between  their,  legs,  is  another  fprig,  not  much  unlike  a 
mitred  cap.  Around  all,  is  an  infeription  on  the  margin  in  large  charac¬ 
ters,  unknown  to  every  one  here,  but  which  the  bilhop  fufpecls  to  be  of 
the  fame  kind  with  thofe  on  Mr.  Bridge's  medal,  and  the  inscription  m 
the  ruins  o f  Kurman .  Shah. . 

This  morning,-  our  condufting  Arab'  came  to  us,  and  brought  the  Jew 
with  him,  who  told  us  that  all  his  goods  were  in  the  Befert,  and  ready  to 
be  put  on  the  camels  backs  ;  fo  that  Blahil  Swylem’s  ill  health  is  now  the  only 
impediment  to  our  fetting  out.  We  talked  of  paying  a  vifit  this  evening 
to  Nimrod’s  tower...  People  ufually  fet  out  early  in. the  morning,. ftay  there 
in  a  tent  during  the  heat.of  the  day,  and  return  in  the  evening.  But  to 
avoid  the  inconvenience  of  continuing  fo  long  under  a  tent,  as  we  before 
experienced  in  our  excurfion  to  Tauk  Kefohra,  and  to  fave  ourfelves  the 
trouble  of  carrying  with  us  our  fervants  and  baggage,  we  propofed  fetting 
off  early  enough  to  allow  our  being  at  the  tower  by  break  or  day,  and  re¬ 
turning  to  Baghdad  before  breakfaft.  .  About  nine  o’clock  this  evening, 
the  whole  city  was  in  an  uproar,  occafioned  by  a  fire  breaking  out  in  one 
of  the  Bazars.  It.  was  luckily ,  extinguifhed,  after  having  coniumed  three 
Ill  ops  only. 

We  were  afitired  this  morning  that  there  is  great  danger  in  going  to 
the  -tower  of  Nhnrod  by  night,  as  the  Arabs  frequently  make  ufe  of  this 
favourable  opportunity  to  attack  travellers. 

Laft  night  arrived  at  the  Seraglio  a  meffenger  from  Aleppo-,  who  brings 
an  account  of  the  Bajba  of  that  city  being  removed  to  th oBajhalic  of  Mcful, 
and,  of  another’s  coming  .to  Aleppo  in  his  place. 


Halil 
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Halil  Svjylem  called  upon  us  this  morning,  and  feetned  to  be  in  better 
health  •,  he  declares  he  will  leave  Baghdad  next  Friday,  and  proceed  d deftly 
for  A'eppo. 

The  bifhop  and  four  reverend  fathers  flipped  with  us  this  evening,  and 
ftaid  till  pad  eleven.  His  lordihip  defired  us  not  to  forget,  when  we  [hall 
arrive  at  a  certain  place,  (four  days  journey  on  this  fide  of  Aleppo )  to  ftrike 
a  little  out  of  the*  road,  in  order  to  fee  the  remains  of  an  ancient  Roman 
canal.  And  in  our  journey  from  Aleppo  to  Scandercon,  he  advifed  us  ro 
take  that  road  which  leads  to  Antioch ,  there  being  fome  old  ruins  well  worth 
feeing  in  this  lait  place. 

The  bifhop  and  Cojee  Raphael  told  me  to-day,  that  they  heard  the  Arabs 
about  Baffora  had  lately  broken  down  the  banks  of  the  river,  by  which 
the  Defer;  near  to  the  city  is  quite  overflown.  His  lordihip  expreffed 
■great  uneafinefs  about  it,"  as  the  Handing  water  made  putrid  by  the 
heat  cf  the  fun,  and  by  the  great  quantity  of  dead  fifh  which  are 
always  floating  in  it,  never  fails  to  produce  fatal  fevers ;  by  which, 
about  fifteen  years  ago,  12  or  1 4,000  people  died,  and  not  above  two 
or  three  of  the  Europeans  who  were  then  at  Baffora,  efcaped  with  their 
lives. 

Our  Takht  Revans  are  now  quite  finifhed;  we  begun  to  feafon  forty- 
fix  large,  and  twenty  fmall  dog-lkins,  we  bought  here  for  the  holding  of 
our  water.  The  furnilhing  ourfelves  with  neceffaries  for  our  journey  has 
been  attended  with  great  difficulties,  the  laws  of  the  Ramazan  forbidding 
the  people  to  work.  The  Bazar- folks  and  artificers  have  been  all  hungry, 
thirfty,  and  out  of  temper ;  through  the  intereft  of  Mr.  Garden,  and  the 
promile  of  extraordinary  pay,  we  are  at  laft  fitted  for  fetting  out.  At  nine 
this  evening  the  Ramazan  ended,  the  Turks  having  difeovered  the  new 
moon.  I  obferved  they  were  attentively  looking  out  for  her  at  fun-fet.  The 
government  at  nine  o’clock  made  her  appearance  known  to  the  people,  by 
firing  four  guns  from  a  baftion. 

This  morning  was  ushered  in  with  a  difeharge  of  all  the  artillery  of  every 
■baftion,  to  the  number  of  near  fixty  :  this  is  the  ufual  demonftration  of  joy 
at  the  expiration  of  the  Ramazan.  The  difeharge  was  repeated  in  an  hour 
.afterwards,  not,  as  at  firft,  in  regular  fucceffive  firings  from  each  baftion, 
but  in  a  hurrying  confufed  manner.  Th  t  Turks  are  all  d  re  fled  in  their  holy- 
day  fuits,  and  Meffieurs  Garden  and  Raphael  went  to  make  their  congratula¬ 
tory  compliments  to  the  grandees. 

Yefteraay  we  delivered’  to  Halil  Swylem,  for  the  ufe  of  himfelf,  the  ‘Takht 
Revan  men,  and  our  other  attendants,  the  following  articles  of  provifions ; 
it  being  cuftomary,  either  to  furntfti  them  with  their  whole  ftock  at  once, 

or 
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or  to  fupply  them  daily  from  your  own  tents  on  the  jour 
coming  up  the  Euphrates  we  had  already  experienced  too  nr 
this  head  with  our  ‘Trackers,  we  were  determined  on  not 
tition. 

Rice  — 

'  Rufk  or  bifcuit 
Flour  — 

Ghee  or  butter 
Coffee  — 


8  Baghdad  Mounds, 


:h  vexation  on 
liking  a  repe- 
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15  ft 
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At  eleven  o’clock  in  the  morning,  we  received  the  mortifying  news  of  our 
Arab  conduftor  being  again  taken  ill  of  a  fever.  At  five  in  the  eveninoy 
he  with  great  difficulty  crawled  to  our  houfe,  and  we  were  all  witnefles  of 
his  being  ill  indeed.  We  defired  Mr.  Hemet ,  who  had  fome  knowledge  of 
medicine,  to  take  care  of  him.  Our  friend  Mr.  Pye  is  likewife  indifpofed 
with  feverifti  fymptoms  ;  I  took  away  a  little  blood  from  him  about  fix 
o’clock  in  the  evening :  at  eight  I  ordered  an  lpecaama  vomit  to  be  given 
him  but  his  fever  continuing  to  iii.creafe,  at  ten  he  took  the  fourth  part 
of  a  paper  of  Dr.  James’s  powder. 


The  bifnop  came  to  fee  us  this  morning.  Mr.  Pye’s  medicine  operated 
properly  :  he  fleeps,  and  is  tranquil.  The  good  and  friendly  bishop  vifited 
Mr.  Pye  in  the  charafter  of  a  phyfician.  With  the  reft  of  us  he  reafoned  as 
a  divine,  recommending  patience,  fortitude,  and  refignarion  to  the  will  of 
heaven  bidding  us  to  be  of  good  cheer,  even  though  we  Ihould  be  detained 
here  till  the  month  of  September. 


A  purple  fever  now  rages  in  the  city  ;  it  is  fuppofed,  that  an  eighth  part 
of  the  inhabitants  are  ill  in  it ;  but  as  yet  it  has  not  been  very  fatal.  _  The 
very  hot  months,  they  fay,  are  commonly  moft  healthy.  His  lordfhip  re¬ 
commended  it  to  us,  not  to  think  of  fetting  out  from  hence  over  the  great 
Defert,  with  any  ocher  condudlor  befides  Habit  Swylem,  and  prays  us  to  be 
mindful  of  this  maxim,  that  “  in  Turly  an  imprudent  ftep  cannot  be  re¬ 
medied  as  in  Europe.” 


Mr.  Pye’ s  fever  is  entirely  gone,  but  has  left  him  quite  relaxed.  Cej'ee 
Raphael  is  of  opinion,  that  the  Arab  will  not  leave  the  village  Act  for  a  long 
time,  as  the  Damaftus  Caravan  is  ftill  there,  not  being  able  to  purchafe 
the  neceffary  Camels.  This,  he  apprehends  will  be  our  cafe.  We  are 
greatly  alarmed  at  it,  and  have  fent  a  fervant'to  inlpect  into  the  real  Hate 
of  the  camels. 


This  morning  the  wind  blew  from  the  northward,  and  was  agreeably 
cool.  The  holy-days  following  the  Ramazan,  end  with  this  day.  To¬ 
morrow  the  feveral  artificers  will  make  no  fcruple  of  going  to  work. 

We- 
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'We  were  informed  this  evening  by  our  Arab ,  that  the  Camels  are  not  yet 
come,  but  he  expects  them  foon,  and  will  certainly  fet  out  this  day  len’night. 
Such  fhuffling  and  deceit  have  quite  wearied  us  out;  aad  as  it  was  clear,  that 
we  could  not  now  leave  Baghdad  before  the  hotteft  weather  would  let  in,  we 
confulted  together,  and  refolved,  “  that  the  rifle  attending  our  travelling 
“  over  the  Defers ,  is  too  great,  and  cannot  be  encountered  with  prudence.” 
Two  Cbrijlians  who  attempted  to  pafs  it  laft  furnmer  exaftiy  at  this  time 
of  the  year,  died  on  the  journey  ;  lb  did  fourteen  or  fifteen  of  the  country- 
people,  belonging  to  the  Great  Caravan.  We  concluded  therefore  to  tarry 
here,  though  to  our  unfpeakable  mortification,  till  September  next. 

The  conductor  of  our  Dakht  Revans  ufed  his  utmoft  endeavours  laft 
night  to  perfuade  us  to  proceed  by  the  Moful  and  Diarbekir  roads.  He 
laid,  that  he  lately  travelled  that  way  from  Conflantinople  to  this  place ;  and 
allured  us,  that  the  ficknefs  and  troubles  which  prevailed  in  thofe  parts  of 
the  country  are  over ;  that  .in  .the  way  from  hence  to  Moful ,  not  the  leaft 
danger  can  pofiibly  happen.;  that  every  day  we  lhall  be  in  a  village,  where 
refrefiiments  may  be  .had ;  .that  between  Diarbekir  and  Aleppo,  the  Defers 
vve  have  to  pais,  will  only  take  us  up  feven  days  .;  that  the  Samiel  winds 
may  be  avoided  by  travelling  in  the  night  only ;  and  that  a  guard  of  fol- 
diers,  which  might  be  procured  from  the  Bafha,  -would  fecure  us  from  all 
.infult.  Cojec  Raphael  this  morning  joined  in  the  propolal,  on  which  we 
refolved  to  take  this  route,  and  commiffioned  Cojee  Raphael  to  get  the 
•neceffary  Phirmamds  from  government,  and  every  other  thing  which  may  be 
ufeful  to  us  on  our  journey. 

In  the  evening,  Cojee  Raphael ,  after  having  confulted  his  friends  'in  the 
city,  on  the  nature  of  our  journey,  returned,  and  gave  us  great  encourage¬ 
ment.  Fie  confirmed  the  account  before  given  us  by  the  conductor  .of  the 
’Tahhs  Revans,  that  by  that  route  we  fliould  avoid  the  great  Defet:!  wholly, 
find  ourfelves  daily  in  towns  or  villages,  and  finifh  our  journey  in  thirty- 
five  or  forty  days.  We  give  ourfelves  up  entirely  to  his  directions;  and  not- 
withftanding  the  many  difappointments  we  have  met  with  fince  we  left  Cal¬ 
cutta,  begin  again  to  pleafe  ourfelves  with  the  hope  of  being  in  a  few 
months,  in  our  native  country,  blefied  with  the  happy  fight  of  our  families 
and  friends. 

Hebil  Swylem  returned  us  this  morning  1200  Biaftres ;  the  remainder,  he. 
faid,  had  been  laid  out  in  neceffaries  for  us,  which  he  is  to  account  for 
to-morrow.  '  We  now  find,  even  was  he  in  health,  that  it  would  be  impof- 
fible  for  him  as  yet  to  proceed  on  his  journey,  through  the  want  of  a  fuf- 
ficient  number  of  camels.  He  font  us  a  meifage  expreffive  of  great  forrow 
for  our  disappointment,  and  with  offers  of  waiting  upon  us,  three  months 
hence.  This  poor  man,  we  think,  has  not  dealt  quite  .candidly  with  us; 
’yet,  believe,  he  was  not  without  hope  of  being  able  to  fulfil  his  contract 
much  better  than  it  has  turned  out.  He  has  for  .the  moft  part,  gotten  his 

livelihood 
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livelihood  under  the  patronage  of  Mr.  Show,  and  other  European  gentlemen,  *75®- 
and  they  all  give  him  a  good  charfofcer.  Mr.  Hemet  thinks  he  will  get  the  ’ — * — J 
better  of  his  fever. 

I  paid  the  bilhop  a  vifit  in  company  with  Meffieurs  Garden  and  Doidge.  Jur.en. 
He  'ihewed  us  a  very  large  and  valuable  Ruby,  home  antique  Onyx  ftones, 
very  curioufly  cut,  and  fome  more  medals.  He  has  two  colleftions  of 
Roman  coins ;  one  of  them  is  compleat,  (which  he  does  not  intend  to 
part  with)  in  a  regular  fucceffion  from  Julius  Cafar  down  _  to  Conftan- 
tine.  The  other  fet  (which  has  a  chafm  of  feven  Emperors)  his  lordfhip 
propofes  to  fell  *,  and  imagines  that  it  may  be  worth  50,000  Piajires. 

He  has  alfo  fome  medals  of  private  Roman  families,  and  a  great  number  of 
the  Kings  of  Syria,  Parthia,  and  Perfia.  Of  the  lad  he  has  many  dupli¬ 
cates  in  gold,  filver,  and  copper. 

Yefterday  returned  a  Patamar  or  exprefs  to  our  Jew  merchant  from  Monday 
Aleppo,  by  the  way  of  the  Defert,  which  he  had  difpaccbed  from  this  place  June  **• 
about  a  month  or  five  weeks  ago.  He  was  robbed  three  times  by  the  Arabs, 
but  knowing  fome  of  the  tribe,  he  had  the  good  fortune  to  preferve  the 
letter  he  had  in  charge.  The  Jew  merchant,  with  4  or  500  of  his  brethren, 
as  alfo  many  Mahometans,  are  gone  to  pay  their  annual  devotion  to  the  tomb 
of  Ezekiel  the  prophet,  which  by  their  account  is  at  Kuta  a  village  on  the 
weftern  bank  of  the  Euphrates,  eight  or  nine  miles  above  Hilla :  where  like- 
wife  they  Ihew  you,  what  they  call  the  fiery  furnace,  into  which  Shadrach , 

Mejhach,  and  Abed-nego  were  thrown.  Somewhere  about  Coma,  are  the  re¬ 
mains  of  an  ancient  tomb,  which  is  faid  tobe  that  of  the  prophet  Ezra ;  and 
in  the  ruins  of  Niniveh,  near  Moful  (of  which  hereafter)  is  one  reported  to  be 
the  prophet  Jonah's.  We  are  impatient  for  the  return  of  the  Jew  hither  to 
open  his  packet,  being  big  with  expeftation  of  news  from  Europe.  Our  fetting 
off  for  Moful  depends  alfo  on  the  return  of  thefe  devotees,  for  we  are  to  be 
ferved  with  thirty  of  their  mules. 

At  three  this  morning,  all  the  party  (except  Mr.  Pye,  whofe  want  of  June  13. 
ftrength  would  not  admit  of  it)  accompanied  by  Mr.  Garden,  and  an  Italian 
miffionary  named  Clementina,  with  one  of  Mr.  Garden's  fervants,  and  an  Arab 
to  ffiew  us  the  road,  left  Baghdad  for  Nimrod s  tower.  It  lies  weft'  by  north, 
diftant  about  nine  miles.  We  palled  the  Tygris  by  the  fame  bridge  of  boats 
before-mentioned,  and  rode  through  the  old  city  of  Baghdad ;  from  whence, 
quite  up  to  the  tower,  ruins  of  buildings  either  wholly  above  or  fome- 
what  under  ground  are  (till  to  be  feen,  which  can  be  no  other  than  the  re¬ 
mains  of  the  ancient  Seleucia.  The  ground  began  to  rife  in  a  gentle  afeent, 
for  half  a  quarter  of  a  mile  before  we  reached  the  tower,  occaiioned,  as  we 
imagined,  by  the  rubbilh  of  the  old  buildings  which  once  flood  here. 

*  He  feemed  to  with  that  we  would  give  notice  of  this  to  our  countrymen. 

Q-q 


■  Whether 
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Whether  the  tower  was  at  firft  of  a  fquare  or  round  form,  is  now  difficult 
to  determine,  though  the  former  is  moft  probable,  becaufe  all  the 
remaining  bricks  are  placed  fquare,  and  not  in  the  lead:  circular.  The 
bricks  are  all  twelve  inches  fquare,  and  four  and  an  half  thick.  The 
cement  is  of  mud  or  dime,  mixed  with  broken  reed  as  we  mix  hair 
with  mortar-,  which  dime  might  either  have  been  had  from  one  of' the 
o-reat  rivers,  or  taken  out  of  one  of  the  Iwamps  in  the  plain,  with  which 
the  country  hereabout  very  much  abounds.  We  palled  one  of  thefe  iwamps 
in  our  way,  which  was  about  an  hundred  yards  broad,  and  four  feet  deep. 
Between  Baghdad  and  Kircoote ,  according  to  the  bilbop’s  intelligence,  are  two 
fountains  of  Nuft  Demur,  or  bituminous  pitch.  It  comes  out  of  the  earth 
boiling  hot ;  and  this  is  what  forne  writers  have  -fuppofed  the  icriptures  to. 
mean  by  Dime,  in  the  building  of  the  Tower  of  Babel.  Betwixt  every  feventh 
or  eighth  brick  in  the  tower,  is  a  layer  of  reeds,  of  which  I  took  a  few  for 
the  fake  of  curiofity,  alfo  fomeof  the  dime,  and  a  piece  of  both,  forts  of 
the  brick,  the  harder  and  fofter;  for  thofe  which  lie  in  the  rubbilh  are  of 
a  much  harder  fubflrance,  than  what  now  remain  in  the  tower. 

The  height  of  the  ruin  is  12.6  feet  ;  the  diameter  of  the  largeft  and 
middle  part  about  too  feet.  We  judge  it  to  be  folid  to  the  center;  yet 
near  the  top  there  is  a  regular  opening  of  an  oval  form,  but  as  we  could 
not  climb  up  to,  can  determine  nothing  pofitive  about  it;  it  appears 
however  from  the  prefeat  look  to  have  been  a  window.  The  circumference 
of  chat  part  of  the  tower  which  remains,  and  is  above  the  rubbilh,  is  about 
300  feet,  but.  probably  could  the  foundation  be  come  at,  it  would  he  found  of 
far  greater  extent.  Mr.  Doidge,  from  whole  draught  with  a  pencil,  the  cop¬ 
per-plate  here  inferted,  was  taken,  calculated  the  Yifibie  ruins  of  the  tower 
jo  contain  about  100,000  cubic  feet. 

The  prefent  'Turks,  Jews,  and  Arabians,  are  fond  of  believing  this  to  be 
the  identical  ruin  of  the  ancient  tower  of  -Babel,  for  which  they  affign  a. 
variety  of  reafons ;  but  all,  fo  void  of  the  appearance  of  truth,  that  to  fet 
about  confuting  them  would  be  lofing  time  in  trifles.  I  am  c-learly  of 
opinion,  from  its  fituation,  and  many  ocher  circurnftances,  that  it  never 
could.. have  been  the  tower  of  Babel-,  but  rather  .fulpect  it  to  have  been, 
a  beacon  or  watch-tower  to  give -notice  of  the  approach  of  an  enemy;  or 
perhaps  ufed  as  an  obfervatory  to  infpeft  the  various  motions  of  the 
heavenly  bodies,  which  fcience  was  fo  much  cultivated  among  the  an¬ 
cient  inhabitants  of  this  country,  that  even  the  Grecians,  though  dtfirous 
of  being  efteemed  the  inventors  of  all  arts  and  iciences,  could  never 
deny  the  Babylonians  the  honour  of  having  laid  the  foundations  of 
aftronomy.  And  indeed,  the  advantageous  lituation  of  Babylon,  which, 
was  built  upon  a  wide,  extended  plain,  where  no  mountain  confined 
the  prolpeft;  and  the  conftant  clearnefs  and  ferenity  of  the  air  in  that 
country,  fo  favourable  to-  the  free  contemplation  of  the  heavens,  were 

fufficiens 
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fufficient  motives  to  engage  this  people  in  the  purfuit  of  agronomical  175S. 
obfervations  *.  t— 4— 


In  our  excurfion  to  the  tower,  v/e  met  with  no  interruption,  and  faw  but 
very  few  perfons ;  however,  it  would  not  be  prudent  for  a  man  to  go  thither 
alone,  or  even  for  a  large  party  unarmed.  We  all  had  our  piftols  with  us, 
and  Mr.  Garden's  fervant  carried  a  mufltet.  We  tarried  at  the  tower  an 
hour  and  half,  and  by  ten  in  the  morning  got  back  to  Mr.  Garden's 
houfe.  In  our  return  through  the  old  city,  we  pafied  clofe  by  a  decayed 
Mofque,  upon  whole  dome  we  obferved  a  ftork,  of  the  fize  of  a  gocfe, 
its  breaft  white,  its  head  black  and  white,  as  were  its  wings  ■,  it  had 
a  long  beak,  and  legs  not  lefs  than  two  feet  in  length.  In  its  neft  on 
the  top  of  the  dome,  were  young  ones,  the  head  of  one  of  them  was 
vifible  to  us ;  the  neft  was  built  of  fticks,  and  of  an  entire  round  form  ■,  we 
judged  it  to  be  four  feet  deep,  and  at  leaf!  two  over. 


I  took  notice  this  morning,  that  alinoft  all  the  Minarets  bend  or  in-  June  14. 
cline  to  the  fouth-eaft.  Two  of  them  lean  very  remarkably  that  way, 
but  whether  they  were  fo  defigned  by  the  builders  I  was  not  able  to  learn. 

Perhaps  the  inclination  may  be  owing  to  the  force  of  the  north-weft  wind, 
or  to  the  foundations  giving  way.  From  thefe,  the  people  of  the  Mofques , 
five  times  in  the  24  hours,  (at  fun  rife,  at  noon,  at  three  o’clock  in  the  af¬ 
ternoon,  at  fun  let,  and  at  midnight)  call  the  inhabitants  to  prayers,  crying 
aloud,  “  There  is  but  one  God,  and  Mahomet  is  his  Prophet:  it  is  the  duty 
of  man  to  remember  his  Gtd.  Mujfulmen  are  now  by,  his  fervants  calied 
upon  to  come  and  pay  their  acknowledgments,  and  humbly  to  prelent  their 
Applications.” 


We  were  informed  to-day,  that  the,  Bnfna  was  preparing  for  war,  and 
would  very  foon  put  his  army  in  march  for  the  north-ward.  The  btfhop, 
who  prel'ently  afterwards  paid  us  a  vifit,  faid  he  had  heard  the  report, 
though  not  as  a  thing  certain,  but  would  make  farther  enquiry  about  it. 

He  did  not  think  it  improbable,  becaufe  the  Arabs  had  lately  robbed  a  Cara¬ 
van  on  the  northern  road,  and  even  at  this  time,  another  between  Mofid 
and  Biarkkir  is  hindered  from  proceeding,  through  the  apprehention  ot 
meeting  with  the  fame  fate.  The  Arabs  and  malecontents  it  teems  have 
taken  advantage  of  the  disorderly  (late  of  the  government  ot  Mopd,  whole 
new  Bajha  is  not  yet  arrived  there  from  Aleppo-,  the  accounts  fay,  he  was 
to  leave  Aleppo  the  day  after  the  ending  of  the  Ramazan. 

Nothing  particular  :  but  Mr.  Pye  was  fo  much  recovered,  as  to  take  a  Jane  ij. 
ride  round  the  walls  of  the'  city.  Baghdad,  by  Mefiieurs  Alms  and  Bridge's, 
obfervations,  lies  in  latitude  33“  21'  north. 


rincipio  Aflyrii  propter  planitiem 


"Q.q 


quas  ancolabant* 
rwuifquc  ltellarum 

The- 
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j-,gf  The  devotee  Jews,  and  Mahometans,  to  the  number  of  above  a  thoufand,. 
■  _ 1-1  .j  returned  to-day  from  the  tomb  of  the  prophet  Ezekiel.  — - Habil  Swylem 
June  16.  returned  alfo  our  neceffaries  and  arrears  of  money.  We  delivered  the  firfi 
into  the  hands  of  the  Aga,  appointed  by  the  Bajha  for  our  leader  and  pro- 
June  17.  teftor.— The  Ago,  vifited  us  this  morning,  and  as  fome  days  before  we  had 

paid  for  the  hire  of  30  mules,  we  agreed  to  leave  Baghdad  to-morrow  m  the 
afternoon.  We  fettled  things  with  him  relating  to  our  Journey,  and  many, 
civilities  paffedon  each  fide.  The  route  of  our  futurejourney,-  as  received, 
from  Coj.ee  Raphael ,  is  as  follows : 


Baghdad  to  Tainkjah .  — —  — ■  — 

Mufabah-Kaun  —  —  —  — 

Dely-abafs-couprie  Kaun  — 1  —  — 

Karatapa  —  •—  —  — 

AJkee-cov.prie  —  —  — ■  — 

D  our  c  our matte  —  • — ■  — 

: P’awook  —  *— 

cf azatcomatcur  —  —  —  — 

Kircoote.  (a  city.)  —  —  — 

Alton  cov.prie  —  — -  — 

Tengee  Kaun  —%  —  — 

Arvele  (a  little  city)-  —  — -  — 

,  Zaave ,  where  we  pafs,  a  river  upon  Kelleck's,  which : 

river  comes  from  Perfia ,  and  joins  the  Tygris.  — 
Gawerkoe  —  —  — • 

Moful,  a  city,,  and  feat  of  a  Bajha  of  three  tails  — 
Karamlejs  —  —  — 

Hezie  —  —  <—  — 

Another  village^  name  unknown  —  — 

Kirkhook  —  —  —  — - 

Jezira,.  where  is  a  Beg,  an  officer  of  the  people 
called  Courds.  —  —  — >■ 

Sheatikoi.  — ■  —  ■ —  — 

'Taljhehier  —  •  —  — 

Nifabin,  an  antient  place,,  with,  bad  water,,  and  bad: 

Kazadera  —  ■ —  —  — 

Golweka  —  —  —  — 

Mejkook  —  —  — *  — 

Hajpranchai  — *  —  — 

Gawtraurhee  ( Mcrdin  city)  — •  —  — 

Marchrean  —  —  —  — 

Urfa,  a  large  city, .  a  Bajha  of  three  tails,  once,  an 
Armenian  city.  —  —  — 


3: 
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Karaficca  —  —  —  7 

Gbopcheplee  —  —  —  7 

Birjoup,  here  runs  the  river  Euphrates.,  which  we 

crols  to  Alazara  —  —  —  5 

Sajuera  —  —  —  5 

Aktareena  — »  —  —  10 

Aleppo,  —  —  —  — •  S 


Total  —  261  hours. 


CHAP 
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CHAP.  IV. 


Occurrences  on  our  journey  from  Baghdad  to  Karatapa,  Afkee-couprie,  Dour- 
courmatee,  Kircoote,  Arvele,  Zaave,  Camalilk-Gawerkoe,  and.  Moful, 
with  our  method  of  travelling. — Ohfervations  on  the  face  of  the  country. — ■ 
Defcription  of  a  Turkifh  Mofque. —  Account  of  their  priefts ;  and  of  a 
fe£l  called  Worjhippers  of  the  Devil. — State  of  Chrifiianity  in  Turky. — 
Tomb  of  Sc.  Barbara. 


AT  five  this  afternoon  we  left  the  city  of  Baghdad ,  having  lent  out  our 
tents,  Takht  Revans,  and  other  luggage  before  us.  We  found  the 
tents  pitched  on  the  eaftern  bank  of  the  Tygris,  oppofite  to  a  country  feat 
of  the  Rafha,  about  a  mile  to  the  northward  of  the  walls  of  the  city.  We 
had  the  fatisfaftion  here  to  meet  with  the  bifhop  and  father  Fidelle, 
who  came  to  wifh  us  a  good  journey,  notwithftanding  we  had  mutually 
taken  leave  of  each  other  in  the  city.  His  lordlhip  gave  us  three  recom¬ 
mendatory  letters  •,  one  to  Padre  Lanza  an  Italian  miflionary  at  Moful ;  a 
fecond  for  Pere  Eugene  a  French  miflionary  a tMerdin-,  and  the  other  for 
Monf.  Thomas ,  coniul  for  the  French  nation  at  Aleppo.  Cojee  Raphael  came 
alfo  and  delivered  us  our  contract  with  the  Mulateer.  We  had  thirty 
mules  for  the  following  ufes. 

For  the  two  Takht  Revans  — -  —  —  8 

For  two  Cages  for  the  ufe  of  fervants.  —  —  2 

Saddle-mules  —  —  —  —  4 

For  baggage  —  —  —  —  16  — 

For  each  mule  we  are  to  give  45  piaftres,  and  the  Mulateer  vs.  to  carry  us 
and  our  baggage  to  Aleppo :  he  is  to  run  all  rifks if  any  mule  dies  dr  be¬ 
comes  lame,  he  is  to  get  another  in  its  room.  He  has  received  900  piaftres, 
the  other  450  are  to  be  paid  him  at  Aleppo.  He  is  to  find  his  mules  in 
provifions •,  and  fhould  we  make  him  and  his  people  a  prefent  of  a  Iheep 
and  a  little  rice  now  and  then,  it  is  what  they  may  expedt  by  way  of  en¬ 
couragement  only,  not  a  matter  of  demand. 


Our 
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Our  Sice,  or  groom,  is  to  have  25  piaftres,  to  be  paid  him  at  Aleppo.  1 75S- 

The  Takht  Revan  gee,  or  conductor,  has  already  been  paid  29  Zirmabcsbs,  % — r— -1 

and  on  our  arrival  ac  Aleppo  he  is  to  have  31  more  to  make  up  60  for  him- 
felf  and  his  feven  men. 

Cojee  Raphael  now  told  us,  that  we  muft  provide  a  tent  for  the  Aga,  who 
in  general  will  chufe  to  live  by  himfelf,  and  which  will  be  much  more  con¬ 
venient  for  us.  Having  given  away  one  of  our  India  made  tents  to  Mr. 

RoUngfon  at  Kane,  _  and  a  fecond  to  Mr.  Garden  at  Baghdad,  we  commiffioned 
Raphael  to  purchife  another  for  our  Aga.  We  continue  on  this  lpot  till 
to-morrow  evening,  in  order  to  recollect  whatever  may  be  wanting  and 
to  get  ourfelves  well  fupplied  before  we  advance  too  far.  ° 

We  took  a  walk  this  morning  in  one  of  the  Bajha’ s  gardens,  and  found  MonJay 

black  and  white  grapes  quite  ripe  ;  mulberries  of  rhe  European  kind,  which  June  ‘s’ 

■were  originally  brought  from  Mofid ,  peaches,  nectarines,  and  apricots,  (the 
two  firft  were  not  ripe):  almonds,  apples,  and  plumbs  come  to  perfection 
here  in  their  proper  feafons.  The  quinces,  figs,  Pomegranates,  and 
Mejfungs  (a  fruit  not  much  unlike  a  very  fmall  apple,  but  of  a  dif¬ 
ferent  fpecies)  were  not  ripe,  though  mulk-melons  and  cucumbers  were. 

We  oblerved  alfo  a  very  large  fort  of  fervice-berry,  and  fome  olive 
trees.  In  the  afternoon,  feveral  Turkijh  and  Armenian  merchants  defired 
leave  to  go  in  company  with  us,  which  we  readily  granted. 

Aga  Mahomet  or  Hamel,  whom  they  call  Aelch  Aga ,  carries  with  him 
orders  from  Solyman  Bajha,  for  all  governors  and  captains  between  this 
place  and  Aleppo ;  alfo  four  recommendatory  letters  from  him  to  the  Bajhas 
of  Moful,  Diarbekir ,  Urfa  and  Aleppo:  four  others  fron  Abdulla  the  Kahier 
or  prime  fecretary,  to  the  four  Kahiers  of  thole  Bajhas.  The  four  letters 
for  th t  Bajhas  were  put  into  white  purfes,  thole  for  tire  Kahiers  'into  red 
ones.  Mr.  Garden  and  Cojee  Raphael  recommended  it  to  us,  to  prelent  the 
Aga  with  500  piaftres  at  parting,  fhould  he  behave  properly.  They  Irke- 
wife  wifh  that  th e  Brit/JJj  conlul  at  Aleppo  would  write  a  letter  by  the  return 
of  the  Aga  to  the  Bafia  of  Baghdad,  acknowledging  his  favours  to  us.  - 

Had  we  been  merchants  inftead  of  king’s  fervants,  we  were  told,  we 
fhould  not  have  met  with-  fuch  honours  ;  or  have  been  permitted  to  travel 
in  Takht  Revans,  or  have  carried  a  gilt  ball  on  the  top  of  our  tent,  none 
but  the  Bajha  himfelf  being  allowed  this  laft  privilege.  While  we  con¬ 
tinued  on  this  fpot,  the  Bajha  diicovered  our  gilt  bail  from  his  I'eraglis , 
and  immediately  enquired  whole  it  was  :  upon  being  told,  that  it  belonged 
to  the  tent  of  the  Englijh  travellers,  he  very  obligingly  replied,  “  Take  nc 
- notice  oj  it."  As  foon  as  we  were  informed  of  his  politeneis,.  we  imme¬ 
diately  ordered  the  ball  to  be  taken  down. 
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At  feven  o’clock  in  the  evening  we  ft  rude  our  tents,  took  leave  of  our 
worthy  friend  Mr.  Garden ,  and  Cojee  Raphael,  and  at  nine  got  up  to  Kuli 
Khan's  towers  and  entrenchments,  raifed  during  his  fiege  of  Baghdad,  to 
prevent  the  garrifon’s  receiving  any  relief  from  this  fide  of  the  country. 
Thefe  towers  are  eleven  in  number,  and  now  fomewhat  decayed  ;  they  are 
built  of  brick,  have  holes  for.nndketry,  and  ftand  at  about  five  -hun¬ 
dred  yards  from  each  other. 

At  half  paft  two  this  morning  we  got  to  Tainkjah,  having  paired  over 
fome  fields  of  wheat-ftubble ;  and  in  an  hour  after  arrived  at  another  town 
•  called  Dakehalah,  where  we  continued  till  the  evening.  The  latitude  of 
Dokehalab,  by  obfervation,  is  33°  43'  north.  Around  both  thefe  towns 
are  plenty  of  gardens  (inclofed  with  mud-walls)  which  fupply  the  city  of 
Baghdad  with  vegetables  and  fruit.  We  put  up  at  a  clean,  mud-built 
houle,  one  of  the  beft  the  place  afforded.  Our  Aga,  who  was  not  under  the 
fame  roof  with  us,  came  and  paid  us  kis  compliments.  He  appeared  to 
be  a  fenfible  grave  roan,  of  few  words,  yet  can  handfomely  expreis  himfelf 
on  particular  occafions.  We  agreed  before  we  fet  off,  that  he  fhould  fupply 
■himfelf,  .as  well  .as  his  own  three  horiemen  and  their  cattle  with  provifions, 
at  our  expence  •,  and  we  now  commifTioned  him  to  ferve  our  Takht  Revan 
men 'with  their  provifions,  being  defirous  not  to  have  any  difputes  with  them 
cn  that  iubjedt. 

At  half  paft  fix  in  the  evening,  we  mounted  our  horfes  and  mules, 
but  it  was  almoft  feven  before  we  could  fet  off  with  our  little  Caravan, 
We  took  an  eaftward  courfe  for  about  an  hour  and  half,  which  brought 
us  to  a  bridge,  .thrown-  over  one  of  thole  little  rivulets,  which  run  into 
the  Tygris.  We  paffed  over  the  bridge,  and  then  travelled  north.  Very 
many  people  were  going  the  road  to  Baghdad.  One  party  had  a  Caravan , 
which  confided  of  2  or  300  beads,  cameis,  mules,  and  affes,  loaded  with 
ftraw-fodder  for  the  Bajha’s  ftables.  Until  half  paft  ten  we  marched  over 
a  dead  level  country,  fave  here  and  there  we  met  with  a  hill  of  fand,  blown 
together  by  the  wind.  We  palled  alfo  ieveral  creeks  which  had  lmall  bridges 
over  them;  thefe  creeks  are  a  kind  of  artificial  rivulets,  cut  puipofely 
to  fupply  the  adjacent  villages  with  water  from  the  ‘Tygris.  This  great 
river  is  now  to  the  left,  of  the  weft  of  us,  and  appears  fometimes  two  or 
three  miles  off,  at  others  not  more  than  half  a  mile.  About  eleven 
we  came  to  a  large  hill,  which  in  this  level  country  might  be  juftly  called 
a  mountain ;  it  leemed  by  moon-light,  to  extend  a  great  way  to  the  eaft¬ 
ward.  To  the  right  of  the  high  road  hereabouts,  I  was  informed,  there 
are  feveral  fmall  towns,  that  the  land  is  cultivated  around  them,  and  the 
rivulets  afore- mentioned  ferve  them  with  water.  Now  I  got  into  one  of  the 
Takht  Revan's  for  the  firffc.  time,  of  whole  untoward  motion  we  had  re¬ 
ceived  a  difagreeable  account  front  our  European  fervants,  but  which  was 
not  fo  bad  as  to  hinder  me  from  taking  a  Ihort  fleep. 


At 


Ac  one  in  the  morning  w<r  arrived  at  our  fecond  ftage 
latitude  330  58'  north,  where  we  pitched  our  tents,  and  lav  :n  them  •  The 
Caravanferab  here  is  old  and  not  kept  clean*  Our  Jga  would  have  procured 
us  a  houfe  in  the  village  if  we  had  chofen  it.-  About  nine  o’clock,  two  par- 
ties  with  camels  and  afles  came  in  from  Confianlinople ,  and  put  up  at  the 
Caravanferab ;  they  were  accompanied  by  a  few  horfemen,  who  had  been 
robbe'd  and  wounded  to  the  northward  of  MefuL  „ 

The  evenings  and  nights  are  pleafantly  cool,  but  the  days  very  hot.  We 
get  mutton,,  milk,  and  grapes.  We  ate  pretty  freely  yefterday  of  the  laft, 
but  as  feme  of  us  had  fymptoms  of  a  Diarrbza's  coming  cn,  we  denied  our- 
felves  to-day,  and  fed  on  milk.  Few  of  us  have  any  appetite  for  roc-ar, 
fo  that,  little  is  ufed.  Yefterday  we  allowed  ourfdves  one  bottle  of  Madeira 
wine,  and  the  fame  quantify  at  night. 

At  feven  o’clock,  this  evening  we  fet  off,  and  travelled  rather  eafterly  for 
about  two  hours,  when  we  croffed  a  pretty  good  bridge  over  a  creek  of 
the  Tygris,  and  then  went  north  ;  palled  through  fome  fields  of  corn-ftubb!e, 
and  about  eleven,  over  a  good  ftone  bridge  built1  acrofs  a  river  called 
(according  to  the  found  of  the  word  as  pronounced  by  our  country  fervants) 

Chiba  Harpf.e,  which  they  tell  us, -rifes  in  PerJIet ,  and  falls  into  the  Tygris.  cH:SA 
At  a  quarter  of  a  mile  diftance  to  the  right  of  this  river,  is  a  handfome  Harps- 
new  Kaun  ox  Caravanferab,  and  the  ruins  of  an  old  one.  It  is  called. 
Soubah-Kaun,  or  Cbibach  Couprie,  that  is,  Cbibach  Bridge.  The  Aga  obierv- 
ing  that  we  were  defirous  of  feeing  every  thing  that  was  remarkable,  pro- 
pofed  riding  up  to  it,  which  we  did. 

The  late  Bafha  Barnet  performed  a  very  gallant  "aftion  near  this  fpor, 
killing  with  his  lance  a  lion  which  for  three  years  had  been  the  terror  of 
the  whole  neighbourhood  :  they  fay,  that  his  horfe  in  its  violent  exertions 
on  the  occafion,  burft  afunder,  he  then  mounted  a'mare,  which  as  fome 
relate,  kicked  the  lyonon  the  head,  and  ftunned  him;  by  this  lucky  dreum- 
ftance  the  Bafha  had  an  opportunity  of  plunging  his  lance  into  his  belly, 
and  laying  him  dead  at  his  feet. 

At  three  this  morning,  we  paired  over  another  ftone  bridge  of  two  arches,  June 
after  travelling  eight  hours,  and  pitched  our  tents  by  the  Caravanferab  of 
Dely-abafs-couprie,  which  by  an  obfervation  taken  by  Mr.  Deidge,  ' lies  in 
.  latitude  340  10'  north.  This  Katin  is  but  a  ferry  one;  we  got  to  it  a  PiunK 
little  after  three  in  the  morning,  but  found  other  travellers  in  poffeftion. 

We  again  repofed  under  our  ter.es,  having  experienced  this  day  and  yefter¬ 
day,  to  be  violently  hot;  the  hotteft  indeed  I  had  ever  felt,  and  to  me 
almoft  infupportable,  taking  away  the  appetite,  and  producing  an  exceffive 
thirlb:  my  fellow1  travellers  however  could  eat  a  bit  of  mutton,  and  fup  a 
little  broth,  which  is  more  than  1  can  attempt. 


At 
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175S.  At  fome  diftance  up  the  river  is  a  village,  from  whence  we  got  good 

— , - '  milk,  but  no  fruit.  In  our  journey  for  the  two  I  aft  ftages,  we  obferved 

locufrs-iir  great  abundance  ;  the  foil  was  well  cultivated  and  fertile,  by  means 
of  the  river- water  being  let  in.  We  paffed  many  travellers,  among  others, 
the  prefent  Bajha  of  Kircoote,  who  for  fome  mifdemeanour  had  fallen  under 
the  Grand  Seignior’s  dilpleafure.  He  is  going  to  Baghdad  to  get  Solyman 


At  feven  in  the  evening,  we  mounted  again,  with  our  arms  ;  it  being 
thought  expedient  to  be  well  on  our  guard,  until  we  have  pafftd  fome 
K-ufcaSawHe  mountains  in  fight,  called  Kufcadaiurie ,  often  infefted  by  robbers.  Now 

Mountains.  we  drew  lots,  and  fettled  our  turns  in  the  T'akbt  Revans  ;  and  as  Mdficurs 

Pye  and  Bigot,  the  two  lighteft  men,  ride  together  in  one,  we  are  alternately, 
on  and  off  our  horfes  or  mules,  every  two  hours.  The  motion  of  thefe 
vehicles  is  uneafy  ;  yet,  not  to  fo  great  a  degree  as  to  prevent  wearied 
travellers  from  getting  a  little  deep,  which,  though  broken  and  interrupted, 
we  find  to  be  of  great  benefit. 

The  heat  of  this  day  has  been  beyond  meafure  fatiguing.  I  intended  to 
have  proceeded  to,  and  paffed  over  the  mountains  on  horie-back  with  my 
arms  •,  but  foon  became  fo  faint  and  weak,  as  to  be  obliged  to  difmount, 
and  betake  myfelf  to  the  Pakht  Revan ,  ’till  nine  okdock,  when  I  remounted 

at  the  foot  of  the  hills  with  fome  degree  of  fprrits,  and  fo  travelled  on  till 

eleven,  amidft  romantic,  craggy,  flinty  rocks,  formed  very  advantageoufiy 
for  giving  a  few  robbers  an  opportunity  of  attacking  a  gseat  number  of 
paffengers :  but  fortunately  none  prefented  themfelves.  At  twelve  we 
got  on  the  other  fide  of  the  hills,  into  a  well  cultivated  valley,  where 
were  corn-ftubbles.  This'  vale  is  flooded  at  the  difcretion  of  the 
Narin  river,  farmer,  by  a  little  river  which  we  paffed  over,  called  -Norm,  who fe* 
water  is  very  brackilh,  owing  to  the  fait  petre,  with  which  the  foil 
abounds.  •. 

June  33.  About  two  in  the  morning,  as  we  marched  on,  we  difcovered  a  fmall 
village  to  the  left,  inhabited  by  the  hufbandmen  of  the  arable  lands  ;  we 
diftinguifhed  it  by.  the  lights,  and  barking  of  dogs.  At  four,  we  got  near  the 
Karatapa  town  Karatapa ,  lying,  by  Mr. .Dj/d^e’s  obfervation,  in  34\3o'N.  latitude  •» 

but  our  mulateers  miftaking  the  road,  it  was  half  paft  five  before  we  reached  / 
it.  The  Ago.  advanced  before,  and  at  our  entrance  met  us,  enquiring  whe¬ 
ther  it. was  our  pleafure  to  pitch  our  tents,  or  put  up 'in  an  hauler  we 
chofe  the  latter,  and  were  lhewn  to  the  chiefs,  wherein  were  prepared  two 
or  three  well  lwept  apartments,  with  carpets  and  cufhions  laid  on  the  ground- 
This  is  a  good  looking  Purkijh  country  town,  built  with  mud  •,  it  ftand*  or> 
an  eminence,  and  the  Itreets  are  broader  than  any  I  'nayje  feen  m  'a Ay. 
The  inhabitants  were  more  fwarthy  than  thofe  of  Baghdad,  owing-  probably 
5  "  '  to 
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to  their  working  in  the  fields  and  gardens  ;  here  are  many  gardens,  and  yet 
we  can  get  no  fruit. 

In  this  town  of-  Karatapa  are  hundreds  of  S forks ;  you  fee  them  almcft 
on  every  houfe,  in  every  garden,  and  on  the  walls  and  trees.  They  feem 
to  think  th.emfelves  in  great  fecurity,  are  in  no  kind  of  fear  at  the  fighc  or 
approach  of  man  or  bead.  They  had  three  or  more  young  ones  in""  their 
nefts.  The  old  birds  make  a  very  odd  noife  with  their  beAts,  not  unlike 
that  of  the  Negroes  mufical-  finger-cracker.  When  this  is  doing,  the 
head  is  turned  backward,  and  the  upper  bill  placed  on  the  rump,  while 
the  under  is  fet  into  the  quickeft  motion,  and  made  to  ad!  upon  the 
other  :  this  bird’s  beak  is  eight  or  nine  inches  in  length  like  that  of  the 
Pelican,  and  of  the  fame  lhape ;  there  is  alfo  a  IVnall  red  bag  hanging  at 
the  throat. 

The  houfe  we  refide  in  belongs  to  the  Sheick  of  the  village,  who  cleared 
it  of  his  women,  and  had  it  cleaned  on  our  account.  The  walls  are  very 
thick,  whereby  the  heat  is  much  lefs  diftrefiing  than  in  the  two  preceding 
days.  The  water  here  would  have  been  good,  had  it  been  firft  fined,  but 
this  our  fervants  carelefly  negleded  :  v/e  find  by  experience,  that  half  an 
ounce  of  the  powder  of  Alum,  thrown  into  1 2  or  14  gallons  of  muddy  water, 
will  in  an  hour  and  half  make  it  perfeflly  clear ;  learning  this  before  we 
left  Bajfora,  we  there  fupplied  ourfelves  with  a  fufficiency  of  Alum  for  thefc 
ufes.  We  found  no  inconvenience  from  the  Alum,  and  I  am  inclined  to 
think  that  it  is  not  only  an  excellent  purifier  of  thick  muddy  water,  but  that 
in  hot  climates,  it  cools  the  body. and  braces  up  the  relaxed  fibres. 

At  fix  this  evening,  the  weather  was  cloudy,  which  we  very  feidom  had 
an  opportunity  of  noting  before ;  the  air  fince  we  left  Bajfora,  has  been  very 
dry,  a  few  nights  on  the  Euphrates  excepted.  The  primings  to  our  fire* 
locks  and  piftols  were  never  damp.  Our  Aga  here  acquainted  us,  that  he 
thought  it  proper  to  take  with  us  the  armed  men  of  the  place,  and  if  we 
approved  of  it,  he  would  fpeak  to  the  Commandant  to  be  ready  to  march. 
(By  virtue  of  his  order  from  the  Bafha  he  could  command  this  ;  nevertheiels 
a  pecuniary  fatisfaclion  from,  us  will  be  expected).  We  confented,  and  at 
feven  fet  out  with  our  guard  cbnfifting  of  an  officer  and  1 2  horfemen  equip¬ 
ped  with  piftols  and  lances. 

On  our  left  were  the  ruins  of  forne  houfes  and  at  ft  quarter  after  feven  a 
Chccarda  who  rode  poft,  palled  us,  accompanied  with  two  horfemen  fervants  s 
they  Were  from  Moful  going  to  Baghdad,  and  their  news  was,  that  the 
Bajha  from  Aleppo  was  expefted  at  Moful  next  Monday,  and  that  two  Caravans 
were  ftill  detained  there.  At  half  paft  eight,  there  fell  a  ftsower  of  large 
drops  of  rain ;  a  fhort  but  acceptable  refrelhment  to  ftich  thirfty,  panting 
wretches  as  we  are. 

Rr  2 
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At  twelve  we  crofted  another  river  (which  they  called  like  the  la'll,  Narin } 
on  a  little  paltry  bridge.  All  this  night  we  travelled  over  a  hilly,  ftony, 
uncultivated  country,  until  about  half  a  mile  before  we  reached  AJkee  couprie , 
to  which  place  we  got  at  half  paft  two  in  the  morning.  Here  we  found 
the  Sketch's  houfe  ready  to  receive  us,  the  Aga  having  advanced  before  for 
that  purpofe.  '  * 

This  village  lies  by  observation  in  340  50'  north  latitude  ;  is  built  on  an 
hill,  hath  rivulets  running  by  ir,  the  water  of  which  is  very  clear  and  good. 
We  could  get  no  fruit  here  unlefs  the  Boolerry ,  but  were  told,  that  at  the 
next  ftage  we  fha.ll  get  fruit,  as  well  as  wine;  both'  will  be  very  acceptable. 
The  want  of  the  firft  we  judge  to  have  been  the  caufe  of  our  being  all  pain¬ 
fully  conftipated  ;  and  the  ftock’of  wines  laid  in  at  Calcutta  and  Bombay,  is  "ex¬ 
pended  or  deftroyed  to  about  three  dozen  of  bottles.  Our  Aga  indeed  puts  us 
ro  no  expence  for  wine  or  ftrong  liquors;  he  drinks  only  coffee,  Iherbetand 
water :  a  man  every  way  different  from  our  -Bejfora  Chocarda.  Twenty 
Biajlres  were  given  to  the  Commandant  for-  himfelf  and  the  troop  which 
efcorted  us  hither;  and  as  the  Caravan  for  Moful  had  been  lately  rob¬ 
bed  between  this  fpot  and  Kircoote ,  the  Aga  recommended  our  taking 
another  guard ;  he  behaves  with  great  care  and  modefty,  and  allured  us, 
in  a  very  pleafing  manner,  that  his  only  .ftiidy  is  that  of  our  eafe  and 
fafety.  We  hope  he  is  a  'Turk  of  honour,  and  fo  fubmit  ourfelves  to  his 
difcretion.  * 

We  faw  this  morning  in  the  air,  a  prodigious  quantity  of  very  fmall  bats, 
and  about  noon  we  obferved  thoufands  of  them  clinging  to  the  rafters  of  our 
houfe.  We  fpent  this  day  comfortably,,  compared  with  fome  that  were  part, 
chiefly  owing  to  our  being  in  a  houfe.  Our  tents  are  made  of  canvas,  well 
painted,  lined  with  chintz,  and  have  alfo  a  marquis  ■,  but  a  painted  tent 
like  our’s,  is  better  calculated  to  refill:  the  rain  than  the  heat ;  and  could  we 
have  forefeen  that  we  fhbuld  have  come  a  road,  where  we  hitherto  -haye 
found  plenty  of  water,  a  common  canvas  tent  would  have  better  ahfwered 
•  our  end  ;  as  in  the  heat  of  the  day,  we  might  have  kept  it  conftantly  wetted 
with  water,  which  is  altogether  imprafticable  with  thole  we  now  have.  The. 
wind  blows  generally  frefh,  but  fo  loaded  wir-h  burning  particles  of  -land, 
that  we  find  it  more  for  our  refrelhment  to  follow  the  Eeft  India  cuftom  of 
fhutting  it  out,  th£n  admitting  it  to  us.  - 

A  little  before  fun-fet,  we  began  to  march ;  our  little  Caravan  is  now 
increafed,  feveral  travellers  going  our  way  having  joined  us  for  'protection; 
It  conflfts  of  our  own  three  horfes,  and  twenty  five  mules,  there  ought  to 
have  been  thirty;  in  exc'ufe  for  the  deficiency,  the  mulateer  pretends  that 
although  we  agreed  for  eight  mules  to  our  two  Takht  Revans,  and  two  to 
our  cages,  yet  from  cuftom,  there  Ihould  be  but  four  for  the  iraft,  and  one 
for  the  laft,  and  that  Cojee  Raphael  knew  of  this  cuftom,  and  agreed  to 
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the  obferving  it:  we  have  ncw.no  remedy,  unlefs  at  Aleppo.  To  cur  Can »- 
van,  mud  be  added  our  Aga’s,  and  *h:s  three  iirvants  horfes,  eight  horie- 
guards,  and  near  30  mules  or  afies.  The  moon  not  riling  till  late,  the 
%Mt  Revans  were  preceded  by  two  great  lights,  placed  in  iron  ftoves,  and 
carried  by  Turkijlo  Servants. 

All  this  night, -we  travelled  3  W.  N.  W.  courfe,  having,  not  far  to  our 
right,  a  chain  of  high,  rocky  mountains,  which  are  called  Ccunnaraiida,  c 
among  which  are  ruins  of  ancient  fortrefles,  but  now  without  inhabitants*  '  ' 
and  on  the  top  of  three  or  four  of  the  mountains  are  fome  decayed  tur¬ 
rets  built  by  Kali  Khan.  Thefe  mountains  Hand  about  N.  W.  and 
S.  E.  they  continued  near  to  us  without  any  break,  till  three  in  the 
morning,  when  we  ‘  arrived  in  the  neighbourhood  of  Bouzcourmatee.  Here  D1 
the  mountains  ceafe  for  a  while,  and  a  -valley  begins,  through  which  run  " 
many  little  rivers ;  we  paffed  over  five  or  fix  by  bridges  of  one  and  two 
arches.  To  within  a  quarter  of  a  mile  of  this  town,  the  whole  night’s 
journey  was  barren  and  uncultivated*  when  we  came  upon  fome  corn- 
iftubble,  in  which  were  abundance  of  Locujh:  many  thoulands  of  them 
muft  be  deftroyed  by  the  trampling  of  our  cattle-,  but  their  numbers  not- 
withftanding,  fail  vaftly  Ihort  of  what  I  faw  in  Madagascar,  where  the  air 
hath  been  fo  full  of  them,  that  a  man  could  not  be  diftinguifhed  at  the 
diftance  of  a  hundred  'yards.  ' 

Dcuzceurmatee  is  compofed  of -good  mud  houfes,  the  gardens  are  .well 
walled,  and  yield  dates,  apricots,  apples  and  grapes,  the  latter  not 
ripe.  The  feverky  of  the  laft  winter  had  fpoiled  many  of  the'  vines,  but 
we  were  told,  that  commonly,  good  wine  is  to  be  found  in  this  place. 
The  Ago,  as  .ufoa'l,  went  before,  and  'got  a  room  ready  for  out  reception. 
We  procured  fome  good  milk,  a  lamb,  very  fine  apples,  and  cucum¬ 
bers.  Laft  night  the  wind  waS  high,  and  molt  drfagreeably  hot  and  dry¬ 
ing ;  :I  fpdke  to  'our  haft  of  the  Taffocating-  effect  which  I  experienced, 
from  it,  and  he  told  me  to  confider  it  as  -a  fhort  and  flight  vifit  ot  the 

This  morning,  we  obfcrved  many  "women  of -the  village  very  btuy  in 
Supplying  their  families  with  water  from  -the- running -ftreatfis,  at  the  foot 
of  the  hills,  in  earthen  pitchers.  Two  men  of  coniiderabie  conieqnence, 
vifited  us-,  the  governor  of  the  place  . and  country  adjacent,  was  one 
of  them,  and  who  is  a-  near  relation  of  the  Rapa  of  Dierfcjtir,  a  hanatome 
man  of  thirty  years  of  age  ;  the  otherwaskhe  Commandant  ot  a  thouiand  or 
Bajhn  Sofymen’s  forces,  which  afe  maintained- here..  •  OnrAga  conlultcd  them 
on  the  ftate  of  the  country'we  are  to  puts  through  the  following  nighty  ana 
learned  that  it  is 'not  altogether  peaceable,  icr  very  lately  a  courier  ot  the 
Bathe  of  Baghdad  accompanied  with  fix  or  eight  other  horietr.en,  had  been  at¬ 
tacked  by  fome  Arabs:  we  therefore  reiblved  to  take  15  foot  iokhers,  and  taac 
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iy^S.  the  Shcick  who  lives  at  fome  diftance  in  our  road,  ftiould  join  us  with  15  Arabs, 

.  — ki.  ji  who  v/ould  be  of  more  fervice  to  us  “bhan  a  greater  number  of  any  other 
kind,  as  Arabs  do  not  ufually  fight  with  Arabs  ;  but  this  order  is  difcretional, 
and  left  to  the  Sheick  to  decline  executing,  provided  he  fhall  be  convinced 
that  the  road  is  not  infefted. 

Monday  We  fet  off  at  feven  in  the  evening  as  ufual,  and  without  any  moleftation 
June  26.  got  to  Tawook,  in  35°  10'  north  latitude,  about  half  p^ft  two  in  the  morn¬ 

ing,  having  had  for  two  thirds  of  the  way,  mountains  at  a  fmall  diftance 
on  our  right,  but  for  the  laft  part  of  our  journey,  they  were  farther  from 
us,  inclining  more  to  the  eaft'ward  of  the  north  :  when  we  were  only  about 
a  mile  from  the  village  they  were  aimoft  out  of  fight,  and  a  plain,  or  ex- 

tenfive  vale  fucceeded,  through  which  paffed  many  a  rivulet  of  good  water; 

over  one  of  them  was  a  water-mill  at  work. 

This  village  is  but  a  forry  one,  feated  on  a  hill ;  we  got  to  it  over  a  very 
fbony  road  :  the  adjacent  country  was  rude  and  barren,  if  we  except  a  very 
few  (bubble  acres.  'The  inhabitants  of ■  Tawook  breed  filk-worms,  and 
weave  a  fiik,  which  they  fend  for  fale  to  the  merchants  of  Baghdad,  and 
other  towns. 

We  were  not  fo  well  off  here  for  lodgings,  as  of  late,  yet  thofe  we  have 
are  much  lefs  difagreeable  than  a  tent,  and  are  the  beft  the  place  affords :  ’ 
they  belonged  to  a  private  man  whofe  wives  were  obliged  to  move  out;  we 
faw  them  in  the  yard,  nor  did  they  feem  to  take  much  pains  to  conceal 
their  faces.  But  this  was  not  the  firft  country  village  fince  we  left  Bagh~ 
dad,  where  we  noticed  the  women  to  be  little  fcrupulous  in  this  re- 
fpedb.  Two  or  three  females  are  our  fellow-travellers;  they  ride  aftride 
their  mules,  but  with  the  black  horie-hair  covering  over  their  faces ;  and 
as  the  cuibom  of  the  country  forbids  us  even  to  look  at,  much  left  to 
fpeak  to  them,  we  remain  entire  ftrangers  to  each  other,  nor  can  we 
gratify  our  inclinations  by  complimenting  them  in  any  relpedb  whatever. 
Mr.  Shaw,  who  has  refided  many  years  among  the  people  of  Turky, 
affured  me,  it  was  not  only  the  higheft  affront  you  could  poffibly  (hew 
a  Turk  to  enquire  for  the  health  of  the  female  part  of  his  family,  but 
that  it  was  efteemed  very  rude  even  to  mention  the  name  of  any  of  the 
fair  fex. 

The  laft  night  was  very  pleafant,  the  air  cool  and  ferene,  which,  thank 
God,  continues  even  now,  though  twelve  at  noon.’  Five  Turks  with  high 
caps  on  their  heads,  and  armed,  paffed  us  juft  now  on  horfeback,  and 
alfo  a  fmall  caravan,  with  about  12.  camels  and  20  affes  loaded  with 
tobacco,  which  probably  was  under  the  proteftion  of  thefe  high  cap 
gentlemen. 


With 


C  3n  1  ' 

With  the  fame  fellow-travellers  as  .yefterday,  and  about  fifteen  foot  fol- 
diers  taken  from  hence,  we  began  our  march  at  feven  in  the  evening,  and 
continued  advancing  over  barren  ground  for  the  village  Tazakcmatoor, 
until  we  got  oppofue  to  it.  We  then  ftruck  off  to  the  right,  travelling 
more  north,  direftly  for  Kircoote,  taking  care  not  to  touch  at  the  nr  ft  men¬ 
tioned  village.  By  this  conduct,  they  fay,  we  lave  a  two  hour’s  journey. 
Until  we  got  within  four  or  five  miies  or  Kircoote,  we  palled  nothina  but 
uncultivated  ftony  lands  ;  but  then  all  was  arable  to  the  city,  and  for  Tome 
miles  around  was  a  fine  plain. 

We  reached  Kircoote ,  which  lies  in  35°  30'  of  north  latitude,  at  four 
in  the  morning,  and  palled  by  the  town  and  citadel  to  a  hcufe  which 
had  been  provided  for  us,  at  a  little  diftance  from  the  town.  The  fort  is 
of  an  oblong  figure,  fituated  on  a  high  artificial  mount,  which  in  rhe  rainy 
feafon  is  by  the  fun  of  waters  from  the  neighbouring  mountains,  made  an 
ifland.  About  fifteen  years  ago.  Nadir  Shab  took  it  after  a  fiege  of  24  days: 
an  old  Turkijh  gentleman  of  the  place  informed  me,  that  the  citadel  was 
defended  by  the  inhabitants  unaffifted  by  the  foldiery  ;  about  5000  were  in 
arms,  nor  did  they  furrender  but  on  honourable  terms  ;  their  properties  were 
fecured  to  them,  only  a  grant  of  provifions  for  the  Perfian  army  was-  agreed 
to.  Kuli  Khan  conformed  himfelf  to  the  letter  of  the  capitulation,  till  he 
returned  from  his  unfuccefsfui  expedition  againft  Moful ,  and  no  longer  ;  for 
he  then  levied  heavy  contributions,  and  on  the  approach  of  the  Turkijh 
array,  retired,  taking  with  him  as  much  money  as  he  could  get  from  the 
inhabitants,  as.  well  as  goods  and  eftefts  for  the  ufe  of  his  army.  A  little 
to  the  fouthward  of  the  town  he  ftored  a  magazine  with  corn  and  other  pro¬ 
vifions  ;  thefe,  he  could  not  conveniently  take  away,  nor  would  he  deftroy 
them,  but  left  them  to  fall  into  the  hands  of  his  enemy.  During  the  liege 
of  the  citadel,  near  500  .  of  the  defenders  were  killed,  and  the  people 
in  general  were  very  much  fatigued  and  diftreffed.  To  the  eaftward 
of  the  city  mount,  is  the  tomb  of  the  Turkijh  BaJIoa  Hojfein,  who  was 
wounded  in  the  battle  of  Da-bent  by  a  mtifket  baH  from  Nadir  Shah's. 
army,  and  then  put  to  death  by  the  fabre  of  a  mercilefs  Perjian  foidier; 
for  wh'icli  dilhonourable  and  inhuman  aft,  the  Shab  ordered  him  im¬ 
mediately  to  be  executed,  and  Cent  the  body  of  the  Bajhu  hither  to  be 
honourably  interred  ;  this  incident  happened  a  fliort  time  before  the  cap¬ 
ture  of  Kircoote. 

The  inhabitants  in  general,  are  maintained  by  agriculture,  the  lands  here¬ 
abouts  Toeing  very  fertile ;  large  quantities  of  corn  are  fent  from  hence  to 
foreign  markets  :  the  mechanics,  fuch  as  taylors,  Ihoemakers,  & c.  live  as 
in  other  places,  by  their  indu.ftry.  But  there  is  no  manufacture  carried  on 
here  of  any  confequence. 

We  were  iupplied  with  pretty  goqd  mutton,  eggs,  grapes,  apples,  cu¬ 
cumbers,  figs,  jugar-candy  and  bread. 


[  3 12  ] 

The  houfe  to  which  we  were  conduced  was  at  the  diftance  of  a  quarter 
of  a  mile  from  the  town  •,  it  had  a  pretty  garden,  with  a.neat  pond,  grafs  plats, 
role  trees  and  running  dreams,  vvhofe  banks  were  agreeably  f  .led  by  the 
willow.  This  fpot  belongs  to  the  chief  of  the  Mahometan  prieits  ;  our  Aga- 
had  rode  on  before,  .and  obtained  permiflion  of  the  governor  and  pried  for 
our  admittance.  We  made  a  firorc  repad,  and  about  five,  threw  ourfelves 
down  on  our  cots.  At  nine  in  the  morning,  the  governor,  the  Muffalem  or 
captain  of  the  fort,  and  commanding  Janizary,  with  two  or  three  of  the  prin¬ 
cipal  officers,  came  to  vifit  us  ;  as  we  were  not  rifen,  they  flayed  fome  little 
time  with  the  pried,  and  our  Aga,  and  then  went  away  leaving  their  com¬ 
pliments.  The-  real  governor  of  .Kircoote  is  a  Bajha  of  two  tails,  who  at 
prefent  was  in  diigrace,  as  jud  obferved ;  the  gentleman  who  acted  in 
his  abfence  is  only  pro  tempore. 

At  four  in  the  afternoon,  Mr.  Dsidge  and  I  returned  the  vifit,  accom¬ 
panied  by  the  Aga,  an  interpreter,  and  two  other  iervants.  We  were  re¬ 
ceived  with  high  marks’of '-relpeft  5  ftools  with  cuihions  both  for  our  feats, 
and  feet,  were  placed  on  the  right-hand  fide  of  the  governor.  The  gover¬ 
nor  received  us  after  the  common  cuftom  in  Turky,  fitting  on  his  carpet, 
but  politely  bending  his  body,  and  bringing  his.  hand  up  to  his  bread;  and 
after  we  were  feated,  he  pad  fome  handfome  compliments,  and  gave  us  an 
invitation  to  tarry  four  or  five  days  for  our  refrefhment,  alluring  us  that 
after  having  entertained  us  in  the  bed-  manner  in  his  power,  he  would-  take 
care  that  at  our  departure,  we  Ihould  be  very  well  efcorted.  -We  excufed 
ourfelves  .from,  tarrying,  but  thanked  him  for  his  polite  offer.  On  his  lefr 
hand,  fat  eight  or  ten  of  the  principal  Turks  of  the  place ;  mod  of  them  were 
very  perfonable,  as  indeed  the  Turks  in  general  are,  both  as  to  dature  and 
comelineis,  adorned  with  full,  large,  piercing  black  eyes,  and  arched 
eye-brows.  Curiofity  had  brought  about  the  court-yard  where  we  were  en¬ 
tertained,  a  great  number  of  fpeftators,  who  had  never  before  feen  an-  Eu¬ 
ropean  habit.  We  enquired  among  other  things,  concerning  the  prefent 
date  of  affairs  in  Perjla,  but  could  not  find  that  they  had  any  late  accounts. 
It  was  obferved  during  the  converfation,  that  unhappy  kingdom  had  not 
only  been  made  miferable  for  many  years  pad  through  the  fword, ‘but  by 
'the  plague  •,  which  occafioned  me  to  fay  that  thefe  two  were  the  greated  of 
human  curfes  ■,  on  which  the  governor  gravely  replied,  “  they  are  not  of  Man, 
but  of  God.” 

In  the  evening,  our  party,  in  company  with  three  or  four  prieds,  fpent 
_sn  hour  or  two  on  the  fide  of  the  pond,  into.which  continually  flowed  feveral 
pleafant  rivulets.  The  Chief  Priejt,  who  feemed  to  have  an  haughty  fpirit, 
informed  me,  that  within  the  fort  was  prcdrved  the  tomb  of  the  Chriftian 
St.  Dennis,  buried  here  at  the  time  when  Chrijlicms  had  polfelfioris  in  this 
country.  No  fooner  had  he  concluded,  than,  very  abruptly,  be  by  the  in¬ 
terpreter,  put  to  me  the  following  queftion  ;  “  Since  we  Mujfulmen  have  in 
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“  the  higheft  regard  all  the  Prophets ,  whom  Cbriftians  revere  and  fincc'we 
“  even  greatly  honour  and  refpeft  the  name  of  Jefus  Chrift,  how  conies  it 
“  that  you  Cbriftians,  pay  no  regard  at  all  to  our  Prophet  ?"  Deftrous  of 
avoiding  to  enter  on  what  I  efteemed  a  dangerous  i'ubject,  I  laid,  “  That  as 
“  we  were  not  priefts,  but  men  whofe  bufinefs  was  to  ferve  their  King  and 
“  coyr.try  by  fea,  fuch  religious  matters  did  not  natural!;;  fail  under  our 
“  confideration.”  This  anfwer  did  not  prove  fatisfafiory,  tor  the  prieft  re¬ 
peated  the  queftion  with  an  uncommon  earneftnefs  ;  to  which  I  anfwered, 

“  That  there  were  not  wanting  among  Cbriftians,  men,  wiio  paid  ibme  ac- 
“  tention  to  the  memory  of  Mahomet,  on  account  of  the  charitable  maxims 

he  inculcated  •,  and  the  temperance  and  fobriety  which  he  fo  ftriftly  en- 
*£  joined  his  followers.”  He  muttered  to  himleif,  but  laid  no  more.  I 
afterwards  bathed  in  the  prieft’s  rivulet,  under  the  lhade  of  the  willows ; 
which  brought  to  my  remembrance,  the  fatisfadlion  I  had  formerly  enjoyed 
of  the  fame  kind  in  the  pleafant  ftream  of  the  Avon. 

The  Aga  judged  it  proper  to  reft  this  day  here,  both  for  the  relief  of  J 
men  and  beafts  :  the  heat  to-day  and  yefterday,  though  great,  hath  yet  been 
tolerable-,  the  nights  are  agreeably  cool,  and  have  continued  fo  during 
our  whole  journey.  Agreeable  to  advice  given  us  before  we  entered  Turin » 
we  all  decline  having  the  leaft  pretence  to  phyfical  or  chirurgical  knowledge  v 
for  otherwife,  our  lodgings  from  morning .  to  night  would  be  crowded  with 
patients :  as  it  is,  there  are  many  who  apply  to  us  and  afle  queftions,  but 
we  do  not  forget  to  let  them  know,  we  fpeak  from  hearfay  only. 

Storks  are  here  in  abundance.  We  have  heard  no  fmging  birds,  except  the 
lark,  fmee  we  left  the  Euphrates.  Yefterday,  for  the  frrft  time  fince  I  left 
England,  I  iaw  a  magpye.  We  find  here  a  troublelome  biting  gnat,  or 
Mufcheto,  different  from  all  others,  in  that  it  makes  no  buzzing  noife  upon 
its  approach. 

At  fix  in  the  evening  we  mounted  our  beafts,  accompanied  by  the  Muft 
felem  and  our  Aga  -,  we  fee  out  earlier  than  ufual,  in  order  to  fee  the  fort ;  three 
or  400  boys  followed  us,  who  were  very  rude,  and  proceeded  even  to  throw 
ftones  at  us,  which  behaviour  gave  the  Aga  and  Mujftehm  a- great  deal  of 
vexation.  We  afeended  the  hill  on  horfe-back,  and  lo  entered  the  citadel ; 
rode  through  a  Bazar,  and  feveral  narrow  ftreets.  The  length  of  the  fort 
was  about  250  yards,  breadth  i20j  the  hill  it  is  upon,  together  with  the 
wall,  is  about  80  feet  high  :  a  work  of  great  labour,  confiding  of  earth  and 
fmall  ftones  well  rammed.  We  faw  no  cannon,  nor  any  regular  baftions  i 
the  ftrength  of  the  place  depends  on  its  fituation,  and  capability  of.  being  . 
defended  with  ftones  and  mufketry.  Many  common  trades  are  carried  on 
by  tl'.e  inhabitants  within  the  fort.  We  faw  feveral  of  their  women,.  whofe 
curiofity  had  led  them  to  the  tops  of  their  houfes  to  view  the  Franks.  Vv  e  were 
conduced  to  a  Mofque  wich  a  Minaret,  and  there  were  defired  to  -dilmount 
which  we  did,  following  the  example  of  our  Aga-,  we  were  then  bade  to 
S  f  pull 
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pull  off  our  boots,  before  we  entered  the  church  to  fee  the  tomb  of  Si. 
Dennis  t  as  we  had  received  no  intimation  that  any  fuch  honour  as  feeing  a 
Mofque  was  intended  us,  and  not  knowing  that  Chriftians  were  ever  per¬ 
mitted  to  enter,  we  hefitated,  and  ordered  it  to  be  intimated  to  the  Caliph 
who  was  there,  that  we  had  always  underftood  that  none  but  thofe  of  the 
Mahometan  faith  were  allowed  to  go  into  their  churches,  and  that  our 
curiofity  was  fufficiently  fatisfied,  defining  that  we  might  do  nothing  irre¬ 
gular.  He  replied,  it  was  true  that  Chriftians ,  inhabitants  of  the  country, 
were  not  allowed  to  enter,  but  as  we  were  travelling  gentlemen,  and 
Chriftian  Saints  were  depofited  here,  they  wifhed  to  oblige  us,  and  provided 
we  left  our  boots  without,  there  was  nothing  that  hindred  our  admifiion. 
We  {till  doubted  of  the  propriety  of  the  ftep,  and  were  the  more  uneafy 
about  it  by  an  incident  which  had  happened  between  Mr.  Pigot  and  the 
Dhief  Prieft.  On  this  critical  occafion  we  looked  round,  but  could  not  for  the 
xrowd  difcover  our  Aga we  then  made  the  interpreter  call  aloud  for  him, 
and  agreed  he  Ihould  be  alked,  if  there  was  nothing  improper  in  the  thing 
propofed,  and  whether  we  ran  any  rilk  in  complying  :  he,  with  great  feriouf- 
nefs  fpoke  to  the  prieft  and  Mnffehm,  and  after  receiving  their  anfwers,  he  told' 
us,  “  No.”  We  then  defired  that  he  himfelf  fhould  ftiew  us  the  wayj. 
'accordingly  he  pulled  off  his  boots,  and  entered  the  Mofque-,  we  did  the 
fame,  and  found  it  a  neat  little  building  without  painting,  or  other  orna¬ 
ments  :  it  had  a  fmall  pulpit  fomewhat  raifed,  and  two  tombs  railed  round, 
in  which  they  told  us  were  the  remains  of  two  ancient  holy  Chriftians-, 
one  of  them  they  called  Saint  Dennis,  the  other  we  could  not  make  out, 
they  faid  either  Hofea  or  Ifaiah.  I  alked,  if  they  were  fure  it  was  not  the 
tomb  of  a  Jew  inftead  of  a  Chriftian  ?  Was  anfwered,  no  Jew ,  but  a  Chrif¬ 
tian.  Within  the  railing  were  the  coffins  of  the  dead,  but  as  thefe  were 
covered,  our  curiofity  carried  us  no  farther.  The  prieft  of  the  Mofque 
fprinkled  us  with  rofe-water,  and  threw  fome  on  our  handkerchiefs ;  and 
then  we  withdrew  to  the  porch,  where  he  alked  us  for  a  prefent,  which  we 
ordered  our  fervant  to  give  him.  We  put  on  our  boots,  mounted  our 
horfes,  and  rode  out  of  the  fort  to  follow  the  Caravan,  which  had  already 
began  its  march. 

We  had  great  reafon  to  believe,  that  the  prieft  had  fixed  his  eye  upon  Mr.. 
Pigot,  a  handfome  youth  of  about  twenty,  to  make  a  convert  of  him ;  for  he- 
took  feveral  occafions  to  go  to  him,  whilft  he  lay  on  his  cot  in  a  fliady  retreat,, 
and  endeavoured  this  very  afternoon  to.  make  him  repeat  after  him  fome 
Turkijbie  ntences,  which  Mr.  Pigot,  unlulpicious  of  danger,  attempted  to  dor 
the  prieft  took  him  by  the  hand,  and  directed  him  to  ftand  (as  Mr.  Pigot 
underftood  rather  by  his  motions  than  words)  inftead  of  continuing  to  lie  at 
length  on  his  cot:  Francifco,  one  of  our  country  fervants,  a  Maronite  Chrif¬ 
tian,  and  born  at  Aleppo,  paffing  by  and  hearing  him  repeat  the  words  “ Allah ■ 
il  Allah,  Muhamed  refoul  Allah,”  which  fignified,  a .  declaration  of  the  exif- 
tence  of  one  God,  and  of  Mahomet  being  his  true  Prophet,  called  to  Mr.  Pigot:,. 
and  defired  him  not  to  repeat  them ;  he  then  ran  to  me,  defiring  with  tears,  in 
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his  eyes,  that  I  would  enjoin  the  young  gentleman  not  to  fuffer  himfelf  any  175%. 
more  to  be  thus  exercifed,  for  the  prielT was  attempting  to  convert  him  to  ^ 
Maho-metanijm  ;  adding,  he  knew  an  inftance  of  it  at  Smyrna,  where  an 
unwary  perion  having  been  taught  the  like  words,  the  meaning  of  which 
he  did  not  underftand,  and  enticed  to  repeat  them  before  proper  witnefles, 
found  himfelf  under  a  neceffity  of  undergoing  the  other  ceremonies,  as  ablu¬ 
tion,  circumciuon,  &c.  which  are  always  the  appendages  of  converfion.  This 
fervant  fince  affured  me,  that  the  Chief  Pri eft  did  then  and  often  afterwards 
highly  abufe  him  for  having  intermeddled  ;  adding,  that  he  was  now  grown 
old,  rauft  die  foon,  and  would  go  to  hell,  unlefs  he  embraced  the  true 
faith.  On  our  leaving  the  prieft’s  houfe,  we  defired  his  acceptance  of  fome 
raw  coffee,  and  half  a  dozen  of  china  coffee-cups  which  our  Aga  had 
recommended  as  the  moll  agreeable  prefent  we  could  make.  We  lent  it 
by  Francifco,  with  our  thanks  for  his  civilities ;  he  received  it  with  a  con- 
fequentiai  air,  but  thanked  us,  and  with  a  high  founding  voice,  faid,  “  He 
hoped  before  long  we  Ihould  all  become  true  A tujfulmsn.” 

We  took  with  us  from  Kirccote  15  armed  men,  and  travelled  over  a  June  29, 

tract,  rocky,  and  perfedtly  barren,  till  after  four  o’clock  in  the  morning, 
when  we  met  with  fome  ground  which  had  here  and  there  a  cultivated  fpoc. 

At  half  paft  four,  we  rode  by  a  miferably  looking  village  on  our  left; 

it  extended  to  a  new  bridge  of  one  high  arch,  which  was  of  fo  difficult  an 

afeent,  that  we  judged  it  fafeft  to  difimount.  This  bridge  was  built  at 

the  expence  of  the  reigning  Bafha  of  Baghdad ,  the  old  one  being  in  ruins  •» 

two  arches  of  it  (till  remain  at  a  little  diftance  from  the  new  bridge,  which 

is  about  45  feet  high,  and  very  narrrow.  Having  paffed  a  little  river  by 

this  bridge,  we  came  to  a  fmall  town  called  Alton-Couprie.  The  river  hath  Altok- 

its  fource  in  the  high  Cotirdiftan  mountains,  which  we  now  faw  to  the  right  Co-upsis. 

before  us,  whofe  tops  are  partly  covered  with  fnow,  and  empties  itlelf 

into  the  Tygris.  The  old  bridge  here,  they  tell  us  was  built  by  the  ancient 

Chriftians ,  to  whom  the  town  formerly  belonged.  The  river  abounds  with 

fifh,  and  we  got  fome  fine  carp;  there  are  fome  we  were  told  which  weigh  200 

pounds. 

We  pitched  our  tents  on  an  eminence,  fomewhat  to  the  northward  of 
the  town,  and  for  want  of  a  houfe,  continued  in  them  the  whole  day.. 

Here  I  again  experienced  the  weather  to  be  unfpeakably  hot  and  diftreffing. 

We  have  to  rejoice  however  that  our  good  fortune  brought  us  this  way, 
and  did  not  fuffer  us  to  go  by  that  of  the  Great  Defert.  Dreadful  is  the  heat 
even  here  !  but  how  much  more  mull  it  have  been  in  the  other  road, 
where  we  fhould  ever  have  been  in  want  of  a  houfe  and  vegetables,  and 
never  have  had  a  plenty  of  water.  In  our  way  hither,  we  faw  a  large  (lone 
bomb-lhell,  which  our  guard  told  us  was  one  of  Kuli  Khan’s ;  we  met  a'.fo 
a  little  Caravan,  four  days  from  Moful:  they  confirmed  the  account  we 
before  received  of  the  Bajha' s  being  expected  there  in  four  or  five  days,  and 
that  the  two  great  Caravans  waited  for  an  effort. 


To 
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1758.  To-day  we  got  a  fine  water-melon,  and  two  or  three  ordinary  rnofk- 
v_  melons.  This  town  has  not  any  manufafture,  the  people  live  by  what  they 

get  from  paflengers  whp  go  through  it,  and  by  the  produce  of  their  agri¬ 
culture.  The  country  in  general  is  hilly,  not  to  fpeak  of  the  before- 
mentioned  Coitrdijlan  mountains,  which  appear  to  me  to  run  about  N.  N.  W. 
and  S.  S.  E.  Thefe,  and  the  Sanjack  mountains  oppofite  to  them,  are  the 
retreating  places  of  the  common  robbers  of  the  country,  who  always  attack 
fuch  parties  of  travellers,  as  they  think  are  unable  to  refill:  them.  Here 
are  many  ftorks ;  thefe  birds  feaft  on  Hugs,  worms,  &V.  which  they  find 
.in  the  corn-fields,  and  fometimes  on  ferpents ;  at  leaft  we  were  credibly 
informed  fo. 

At  the  common  hour,  (feven  in  the  evening) 'we  decamped  from  Alton- 
Couprie,  and  took  with  us  30  foot  foldiers.  We  travelled  the  whole 
night  in  a  pleafant,  cool  air,  and  without  the  leaft  moleftation  y  our  guard, 
according  to  their  ufual  cuftom,  firing  now  and  then  a  mulket,  in  terror  cm . 
The  country,  like  what  we  have  fo  long  travelled  over,  is  ftony  and  uncul¬ 
tivated,  affording  only  wild  fhrubs  and  thiftles  ;  of  the  laft  there  are  great 
quantities,  and  a  vaft  variety,  from  the  fize  of  a  middling  artichoke  to 
jane  30.  that  of  the  fmalleft  rofe-bud.  At'  one  in  the  morning,  we  got  to  Yengee- 
¥engeeK.aun.  Katin,  which  is  a  good  building,  Handing  by  itfelf,  and  well  adapted  for 
the  reception  of  travellers.  Here  our  Yakbt  Revan-gee  and  Mo  cab  or  head 
mulateer  would  have  put  up,  but  were  oppofed  by  us  and  the  Aga :  they 
pleaded  that  both  men  and  beafts  were  tired,  and  that  we  were  at  too- 
great  diftance  to  think  of  proceeding  to.  Article.  The  debate  continued  for 
ibme  time,  till  at  length  we  prevailed ;.  and  purfuing  our  journey  through 
the  fame  kind  of  country,  without  any  thing  remarkable  happening,  we 
came  in  fight  of  the  high  fort  0  f  Article  about  five  in  the  morning*. 

Arvile.  This  fort  is  built  like  that  a tKircoote  on  a  high  artificial  mount,  of  difficult 
accefs,  and  its  form  is  circular.  The  prelent  village  is  but  a  trifling,  one ; 
that  a  larger  town  once  flood  here  is  manifeft  in  a  very  ftriking  manner 
by  the  great  extent  of  the  old  burial-ground,  and  by  fome  ruins- which  are 
flill  vifible.  I  take  the  fort  to  be  half  as  large  again,  and  the  hill  perhaps 
20  feet  higher  than  that  of  Kircoote.  It  was  attacked  and  taken  by  Nadir 
Shah  after  a  fiege  of  five  or  fix  days.  The  village,  ftands  at  the  foot  of 
the  fort,  towards  the  fouth-weft. 

Before  fix  we  arrived  at  Arvele  Kauri ,  at  which,,  although  a  poor  oney 
we  puc  up,  as  being  a  better  defence  from  the  fun  than  our  tents.  We  got 

*  Awele,  probably  the  remains  of  the  ancient  Arbila,.  Hither Darius,  after  the  battle  of 
Gaugameha,  retreated  at  midnight  from  the  victorious  Alexander  of  Maccdon.  He  did  not  flay 
here  long,  but  fat  one  for  Media,  in  order  to  recruit-his  army.  Soon  after  his  departure  Alex¬ 
ander  arrived  at  Arkela,  which  city  furrendered  to  him,  and  in  it  he.  found  a  great  quantity, 
of  furniture  and  equipage  belonging  to  the  crown,  and  4000  talents,  and  ail  the  riches  of  his 
army,  which  Damn  had  left  there  before  the  engagement.  Guthrie’s  HiJdsnoftheWorhk 
7  '  here. 
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here  good  .bread,  eggs,  milk,  a  lamb,  and  fome  red  apples. - The  Perjlan  1758. 

mountains  continue  in  fight;  the  Turkijl)  country  is  yet  hilly.  ' - < - > 

At  eight  in  the  evening,  we  left  Arvele  with  30  foldiers,  and  continued  a 
weft-courfe  almoftall  night,  the  ground  affording  wild  fhrubs  only  ;  amongfc 
which  there  was  abundance  of  the  wild  marjoram  in  bloom,  and  the  beau¬ 
tiful  flowering  oleanders.  At  half  paft  four  we  faw  a  hare,  and  foon  after  juj}. 
got  to  a  river  called  Zarp,  which' we  palled  on  Keikcks*.  We  had  but  Zarp  RU-er, 
a  little  way  to  walk  on  the  other  fide,  before  we  arrived  at  a  comfortable 
clean  houfe,  near  a  town  called  Zaave,  in  which  we  continued  the  whole  day  Zaavt- 
and  there  heard  by  an  Aga  from  Moful,  of  the  new  Bajha's  arrival,  and  that 
the  Caravan  would  let  out  next  fburfday,  with  40  flags,  or  about  icoo 
foldiers. 

Our  Aga  had  fome  trouble  here  to  make  the  captain  of  the  foldiery 
attend  us  with  a  guard  to  Moful.  He  at  firft  abfolutely.  refufed,  and  even 
when  he  feemed  to  confent,  he  made  fuch  an  exorbitant  demand  for  his  at¬ 
tendance,  that  our  leader  could  not  comply  with  it,  but  pofidvely  told  him, 
that  if  he  perfifted  in  his  conduit,  he  would  immediately  difpatch  a  rnef- 
fenger  to  Bajba  Solyman,  and  wait  either  here,  or  at  Miff,  for  his  anfwer ; 
alluring  him  moreover  that  he  would  oblige  him  to  give  his  refufal  under 
his  hand.  The  captain  was  greatly  alarmed  at  this,  and  after  fome  reflec¬ 
tion,  agreed'  to  go  with  us,  on  the  promife  of  25  Piaftrss  for  himlelf  and 
12  men  accoutred  with  lances  and  piftois.  ■  This  captain  is  fufpefted  of 
being  privately  concerned  with  the  robbers  in  the  neighbouring  mountains, 
and  that  either  for  his  aftuai  affilbnce,  or  certain  connivances,  he  fhares 
with  them  in  all  the  plunder  they  get  between  this  place  and  Moful:  but 
this  my  informer  laid, .  was  no  wonder,  fince  this  very  man  and  all  the  in¬ 
habitants  of  the  village,  pay  adoration  to  the  Devil. 

I  did  not  give  credit  to  this  report  at  firft,  but  afterwards  was  allured  by 
Padre  Lanza  a  miffionary  at  Moful,  that  it  was  very  true,  and  that:  there 
are  many  more  of  the  fame  religion  in  this  country.  The  Sanjach  in  par¬ 
ticular  are  of  the  number.  Thefe  people  once  profefied  Cbriftianity ,  then 
Mahomet anifin ,  and  laft  of  all  Devilifm.  Yet  even  now,  according  to  the  Padre,- 
they  will  in  their  greateft  diftrefles,  call  out  Jefus,  Jefus !  Thefe  people 
fay,  ’tis  true  that  the  Devil  has  at  prefent  a  quarrel  with  Cod-,  but  the  time 
will  come  when  the  pride  of  his  heart  being  fubdued,  lie  will  make  his 
fubmiffion  to  the  Almighty;  and  as  the.  Deity  cannot  be  implacable,  the 
Devil  will  receive  a  full  pardon  for  all  his  paft  tranfgrefilons,  and  he,  and 
all  thole  who  paid  him  attention  during  his  difgrace,  will,  be  admitted  into 
die  bleffed  maniions.  This  is  the  foundation  of  their  hope  ;»and  this  chance, 
for  heaven  they  efteem  to  be  a  better  one,  than  that  of  milling  to  their 

*  Kelkch  are  made  offteep  or  goat-ftrins  blown  up;  upon  thefe,  large  rucks  are  laid  acrofs, 

•which  make  a  fort  of  deck ;  they  are  moved  along  by  two  men  with  paddles. 
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j75S.  own  merits,  or  the  merits  of  the  leader  of  any  other  religion  whatfoever. 

_ j  The  perfon  of  -the  Devil  they  look  on  as  facred  ;  and  when  they  affirm  any 

thing  folemnly,  they  do  it  by  his  name.  All  difrefpedlful  expreffions  of 

him,  they  would  puniffi  with  death,  did  not  the  Turk'tjh  power  prevent 

them.  To  ffioe  a  horfe,  in  their  language,  is  expreffed  by  a  word  that  has 
a  double  meaning,  and  'may  imply  a  malediction  of  the  Devil.  This  "ex- 
preffion  therefore  they  religioufly  avoid,  and  have  conftituted  another  for 
the  purpofe.  Whenever  they  fpeak  of  him,  it  is  with  the  utmoft  refpeft  ; 
and  they  always  put  before  his  name  a  certain  title,  correfponding  to  that 
of  his  Highnefs,  or  Lord. 

At  twelve  at  night  we  refumed  our  march,  and  travelling  over  the  fame 
fort  of  country  as  of  late,  with  nearly  a  weft  courle,  we  palled  about 
July  2.  three  in  the  morning  a  fmail  river,  which  takes  its  rife  alfo  amongft  the 
Perfian  mountains,  and  falls  into  the  Tygris.  About  five  o’clock  we  got 
Camaltsk  to  a  poor  town,  inhabited  by  Chrijtians ,  called  Camali/Ie  Gawerkoe ,  which, 
Gawerkoe  J  was  told,  means  ChrijUan  Gawerkoe.  The  chief  of  it  informed  me,  that 
it  was  once  a  city,  the  feat  of  a  Chaldean  bilhop,  and  larger  than  Moftd  is 
at  prefent,  but  that  it  differed  great  persecution,  and  was  almoft  entirely 
deftroyed  when  Mabometanifm  fir  ft  took  place  in  this  part  of  the  world. 

The  town  has  now  only  about  thirty  families,  defcendants  of  the  original 
poffeffors.  Tbefe,  with  the  other  Chriftians  within  the  Grand  Seignior' s  do¬ 
minions,  are  permitted  to  live  in  peace,  and  to  enjoy  their  religion  on  con¬ 
dition  that  they  pay  extraordinary  taxes,  and  do  not  attempt  to  make  pro- 
felites  among  the  Muffulmen  ;  a  breach  of  the  law  in  this  refpedt,  being 
always  punifhed  with  death.  Not  a  miffionary  or  ChrijUan  dares  to  write 
or  fpeak  to  a  Turk  about  religion.  Of  what  utilicy  then  can  the  miffion- 
aries  of  the  church  of  Rome  be  in  T urky ,  in  propagating  the  ChrijUan  faith, 
unlefs  we  can  fuppofe  that  they  are  fond  of  embracing  martyrdom  ?  And 
it  is  affected,  that  not  a  Angle  inltance  can  be  produced  of  the  converfion  of 
a  Mahometan  to  any  other  religion,  fmce  the  commencement  of  the  Hegira. 

The  inhabitants  fubfift  by  the  profits  of  agriculture,  and  a  fmail 
manufafture  of  coarfe  linen  cloth.  They  have  a  church,  and  four  minifters 
or  Papas ,  who  are  allowed  to  marry  ;  they  live  upon  the  voluntary  contri¬ 
butions  of  their  flock,  and  are  appointed'  to  their  offices  by  the  Chaldean  Pa¬ 
triarch.  Ciofe  by  the  town,  are  the  remains  of  an  artificial  mount,  whereon 
once  (food  a  citadel  ;  and  within  the  town,  a  fragment  or  two  of  a  large 
church  yet  (land  :  heaps  of  rubbiffi  are  to  be  feen  all  around  the  village, 
as  well  as  upon  the  hill.  The  prdent  inhabitants  (as  we  are  informed) 
(peak  the  original  Chaldean  language,  as  well  as  the  Turkifb  and  Arabian. 

At  a  little  diftancc  from  the  town,  they  (hew  you  the  tomb  of  St.  Ear- 
i'ara ,  who,  according  to  the  Papas  account,  died  a  martyr  by  the  hand  of 
her  own  father,  a  Pagan ,  becauie  (he  perfifted  to  believe  in  Jefus  Chrijl. 
They  tell  you,  that  the  father’s  iword  fell  to  pieces  in  his  hand  at  the  firft 
3  attempt 
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attempt  on  his  daughter’s  life,  that  he  then  burnt  her  with  red-hot 
pincers,  and  at  laft  cut  her  into  pieces.  They  likewife  te!l  you,  that  St. 
’Thomas  preached  the  gofpel  both  at  Nineveh,  and  at  this  place,  in  his  way 
to  the  Eaft  Indies.  ' 

The  air  this  morning  was  rather  fbarp,  and  not  fo  ferene  as  ufual.  In 
the  evening,  our  hoft,  who  is  the  head-man  of  the  village,  led  ns  to  the 
tomb  of  St.  Barbara ,  which  had  been  alfo  her  prifon.  It  is  placed  at  the 
foot  of  the  hill,  whereon  had  flood  the  citadel,  and  the  King’s  palace.  Her 
father,  as  our  conductor  told  us,  was  prime-minifter  to- the.  King,  and  made 
ufe  of  the  royal  authority,  as  well  as  his  own,  to  bring  his  daughter  back 
from  Cl-rifiianuy  to  the  worfhip  of  the  Gentile  deities  ;  but  all  in  vain, 
and  f)  Ihe  Suffered  martyrdom  on  the  account.  Her  aides,  it  is  faid,  (till 
remain  deposited  in  the  wail  of  the  prifon,  on  which  is  a  tablet  of  marble 
■with  an  inlcription  in  Chaldean  characters,  within  a  circle.  The  diameter  of 
the  circle  is  about  a  foot.  The  infeription  was  quite  perfect!  till  the  time 
of  Nadir  Shah,  who  vifi ting  the  tomb,  and  apprehending  that  money  was 
hidden  there,  ordered  the  wall  to  be  pulled  down,  by  which  fome  of  the 
characters  were  defaced.  In  the  feveral  corners  of  the  prifon  we  obferved 
other  inferiptions  in  the  fame  characters-,  they  too  are  cut  in  marble,  and 
relate  to  the  father’s  treatment  of  his  daughter.  Her  figure  is  wretchedly 
executed  in  coarfc  marble,  with  a  crofs  on  her  breaft.  Several  other  erodes 
are  all’o  drawn  and  placed  about  the  walls. 

We  were  afterwards  conducted  to  the  church  of  the  prefect  Chriftiau;  j 
the  face  of  it  affords  a  linking  impreffion  of  its  antiquity:  it  was  built,  ac¬ 
cording  to  the  accounts  given  us,  in  the  earlielt  ages  of  Chrijlianity :  it  is 
without  painting,  has  two  ailes  and  a  nave.  The  door  of  the  altar  was 
{hut,  but  we  were  told  that  within  was  contained  the  repreientation  of 
a  crucified  Jefus :  on  the  right  of  the  altar  is  the  veftry  ■,  to  the  left,  the 
font  for  baptu'm  by  immerfion  :  at  the  weft  end  of  the  church  are  books, 
and  among  them  the  Old  and  New  Teftacnent,  with  the  church’s  daily 
fervice,  all  in  manuscripts  of  the  Syriac  and  Chaldean  charafirerst 

Mr.  Deidge  bought  of  one  of  the  inhabitants,  the  Old  Tejl anient  as  he  fup- 
pofed,  for  the  feller  called  it  an  hiftory  of  the  Prophets.  And  one  of  the 
Deacons  fold  me  an  old  manufeript,  which  on  the  word  of  a  Chrijlian  he 
declared  to  be  the  Gofpel:  of  the  truth  of  thefe  affertions  neither  of  us  was 
in  the  leaf!  able  to  judge,  we  only  intended  them  as  curiofities  for  our  learned 
friends  in  England  *. 

The  church  {lands  eaft  and  weft,  and  is  about  400  yards  from  the  faint's 
tomb.  At  fome  little  diftance  to  the  fouthward  of  the  town,  are  the  ruins 

*  A  fpeciroen  of  the  MS.  purchafed  by  the  author,  having  been  fince  laid  before  Doftor 
Mcrim  and  Mr.  Ridley  of  the  Royal  Society,  they  both  decisively  pronounced  it  to  be  the  old 
or.  fiipplex5y/ytfc  verfion  of  the  Ns-vj  TeJiamirU.  An  extract  hereof  is  in  the  annexed  place, 

of 
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x-5S.  of  a  confiderable  church,  dedicated  to  St.  the  Evangdifi  :  in  the  church 

. — f- — '  which  they  now  make  tile  of,  is  a  fmali  crucifix,  brought,  fay  the  Papas, 

from  Jerufalem - 

This  place,  as  well  as  Moful,  and  many  others,  luffered  extremely  laft 
year  through  the  fcarcity  of  provifions,  but  not  to  fo  great  a  degree  as 
Biarbekir. 

Monday  We  (laid  at  this  village  till  twelve  at  night,  and  then  travelled  W.  b  N. 

July  3.'  without  any  thing  happening  worthy  of  notice  till  half  paft  four,  when  we 

got  upon  arable  land,  which  continued  quite  to  the  Tygris.  About  a  little 
after  five,  we  pafled  a  village  on  our  left,  handing  dole  to  fome  ruins, 
which  are  reputed  to  be  thofe  of  ancient  Nineveh.  Nigh  the  high  road,  is 

an  old  building  held  in  great  veneration  by  the  Turks  and  Jews,  who  verily 

believe  it  to  be  the  .tomb  of  the. Prophet  Jonah. 

We  .crofted  part  of  the  Tygris  on  horfe-back,  and  the  other  part  by  a 
bridge  of  19  boats:  a' little  higher  up  the  river,  are  the  decayed  arches  of 
an  antient  ftone,  bridge.  The  water  of  .the  Tygris  is  very  low  here,  and  far 
from  being  rapid.  A  few  days  journey  farther  up,  I  was  told  it  is  much  more 
Shallow,.  and  continues  to  diminilh  until  it  becomes  very  fmali,  from  whence 
probably  its  head  cannot  be  far  off. 

Mosul.  j^t  half  paft  five  in  the  morning,  we  entered  Moful  through  the  gateway 
facing  the  river ;  then  turned  to  the  left,  and  rode  quite  through  the  city, 
encamping  a  little  to  the  fouthward,  without  the  walls. 
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profit.  His  houfe  indeed  is  partly  fupplied  with  provifions  by  the  Bajha  5 
and  now  and  then,  though  very  feldom,  he  gets  a  prefent  of  fifty  Piaftresr 
Hojfein ,  like  the  reft  of  the  great  men  in  Turky,  being  not  only  very  cove¬ 
tous,  but  alfo  is  of  opinion,  that  any  perfon  is  amply  rewarded  by  having 
the  honour  of  admittance  into  his  prefence,  without  receiving  any  other- 
emolument  for  his  fervices. 

He  is  at  prelent  indifpofed,  fo  that  our  Aga  has  not  kiffed  his  fleeve.  His 
Kabier  hath  promifed  us  all  protection ;  and  on  his  defiring  to  know 
our  wants,  and  being  told  by  the  Aga  that  we  defined  only  his  charge  - 
to  the  Caravan-Bajhi,  and  commander  of  the  troops  which  accompany  the 
Caravan ,  to  behave  properly  to  us  in  our  march,  he  affured  the  Aga  they-, 
fhould,  and  that  with  the  greateft  refpeft,  on  forfeiture  of  their  heads. 

Moful*  (which  by  an  obfervation  taken  by  us  lies  in  36°  30'  north)  is  the  - 
belt  built  city  in  Turky  that  I  have  yet  feen,  but  Hill  has  nothing  in  it  ■wor¬ 
thy  the  notice  of  an  European  :  its  walls  and  baftions  are  pretty  much  out  of- ' 
repair,  and  have  but  a  bad  dry  ditch  around  them  ;  yet  Nadir  Shah.,  although 
he  befieged  the  place  near  fix  months,  could  not  take  it.  The  prefent  Bajha,-. 
at  that  time  commanded,  and  the  city  was  full  of  brave  inhabitants,  who 
one  and  all  refolved  to  die  rather  than  give  it  up  to  the  enemy.  The- latter 
affauked  the  walls  three  feveral  days  fucceflively,  but  were  as  often  re- 
pulfed ;  the  breaches  they  made  in  the  day  were  repaired  in  the  night ;  an 
uncommon  ardor  poffefied  the  breads  of  the  befieged,  even  their-  women 
and  children  with  the  greateft  chearfulnefs  alfifted  in  the  defence  of  the  city.  . 
The  Cbriftians  (who  amounted  to  10  or  12000  within  the  walls)  be¬ 
haved  lb  well,  as  to  gain  the  efteem  and  admiration  of  the  other  inhabitants.  . 
Some  of  their  churches  being  much  damaged  during  the  fiege,  were  after¬ 
wards  repaired  at  the  expence  of  the  government.  The  reigning  Bafia 
indeed  leans  towards  the  Cbriftians,  his  grandfather  being  one,  and  a  prieft  5 
and  he  often  calls  them  his  relations.  He  is  now  68  years  of  age,  and  very  • 
infirm.  During  the  fiege,  the  Turks  declared  publicly,  that  fliould  the 
place  be  forced  to  furrender,  they  were  determined  to  put  all  their  wives 


*  “  Moufttl,.  the  capital  of  a  Beglerlerat,  Hands  on  tile  weft  bank  of  the  river  Tygris,  in  . 
latitude  36  degrees.  It  is  a  large  city  lurrounded  with  Hone  walls,  and  has  many  fair  llreets, 
but  withal  a  great  many  lying  wafte.  Tavernier  fpeaks  of  it  as  a  ruined  place,  that  there  are 
only  two  blind  markets,  and  a  lorry  calUe,  and  yet  he  fays  it  is  much  frequented  by  merchants,  . 
and  that  its  Bajfa  commands  joco  men.  Here  is  a  bridge  of  boats  over  the  Tygris,  and  the 
city  is  a  thoroughfare  from  Perfia  to  Syria,  which  makes  it  a  place  of  trade,  and  which  is  more 
augmented  by  a  conllant  traffic  from  this  place  to  Baghdad.  The  country  on  this  fide  the  river 
is  Tandy  and  barren,  but  over-againft  it  is  exceeding  fruitful,  and  yields  them  very  good  crops 
of  com  and  divers  fruits.  This  town  although  fubjeft  to  the  ‘Turks,  and  the  feat  of  a  Bajba, 
is  moldy  inhabited  by  Neftorian  Cbriftians ,  a  people  (fays  RanwolfJ  who  though  they  pretend 
to  be  Cbriftians ,  are  worfe  than  Turks,  for  they  praflife  many  villanies,  and  ordinarily  rob  on 
the  highway.  This  place  is  commonly  called  the  fucceffor  of  Nineveh  ;  it  may  indeed  have  been 
built  out  of  its  ruins,  but  the  fituacion  is  different,  for  that  city  ftood  on  the  other  fide  of  the 
river  in  Ajfyria."  Mo.ll’s  Geography, 
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and  daughters  to  death  firft,  for  that  they  fhould  never  fall  into  the  vile 
hands  of  the  abhorred  Perjians. 

About  400  yards  without  the  walls  of  the  city,  and  for  two.thirds  of  its 
circuit,  is  the  burial  ground.  There  feems  to  be  but  very  little  difference 
in  the  method  of  the  fPurks  interment  and  our  own  :  the  cor'ple  is  carried  fas 
1  had  an  opportunity  of  obferving)  on  a  bier,  attended  by  a  prieft  and  the 
friends  of  the  decealed  ;  it  is  afterwards  put  into  the  ground,  and  a  (tone  or 
tomb  put  over  it,  agreeable  to  his  circumftances  and  profeffion.  A  foldier’s 
tomb  has  always  trophies  and  military  implements  placed  upon  it. 

The  learned  world  has  been  much  at  a  lofs  to  determine  the  fpot  whereon- 
flood  antient  Nineveh  *;  fome  fay  near  Jasso’s  tomb  juft  oppofite  to  Mofiil ; 
others,  at  another  place  fome  hours  journey  up  the  river.  Is  it  not 
probable  that  both  thefe  opinions  may  be  right,  and  that  antient  Nineveh 
took  in  the  whole  of  this  ground?  Geographers  defcribe  ir,  as  a  place  of 
prodigious  magnitude  and  extent,  of  one  hundred  and  fifty  Stadia  (or  eigh¬ 
teen  miles  three  quarters)  in  length,  and  ninety  Stadia  (or  eleven  miles  and 
a  quarter)  in  breadth.  Its  circumference  was  four  hundred  and  eighty 
Stadia,  or  fixty  miles.  Befides  this  account  of  heathen  writers,  the  fcripture 
exprefly  tells  us,  that  it  was  a  city  of  three  days  journey;  and  in  whatever 
manner  we  explain  the  expreffion,  whether  it  would  take  up  fo  much  time 
to  walk  round  the  walls,  or  to  make  a  regular  perambulation  through  every 
ftreet,  it  will  at  leaft  fhew  that  it  was  a  place  of  vaft  extent.  It  feems  there¬ 
fore  probable,  that  all  the  cultivated  lands  which  now  lie  between  thefe 
two  ruined  places,  were  once  contained  within  the  limits  of  Nineveh :  what 
confirms  me  in  this  conjecture,  is,  that  much  of  this  ground  is  now  hilly* 
owing  no  doubt  to  the  rubbifh  of  the  antient  -buildings.  There  is  one 
mount  of  2  or  300  yards  fquare,  which  Hands  fome  yards  N.  E.  of  Jonah’s 
tomb,  whereon,  it  is  likely,  a  fortification  once  flood.  It  feems  to  have 


Nineveh,  built  by  Nimis,  or  by  Nimrod,  and  named  in  honour  of  Ninas  h: 
3d  on  the  eaft  bank  of  the  Ijgris,  over  againil  where  Mojhl  now  (lands, 
kings,  that  it  became  bigger  than  Babylon,  namely,  480  furlongs,  or  60 
s  wall  too  feet  high,  and  lo  thick  as  to  admit  of  three  chariots  to  go  on  it 
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been  made  by  nature,  or  perhaps  by  both  nature,  and  art,  for  fuch  an 

In  fo  large  a  city  there  are  of  courfe  many  Mofques-,  one  near  the  palace 
is  the  largeft  and  moft  modern  :  its  top  on  the  outiide,  is  ornamented  with 
green  tiles.  At  the  door  of  the  Mofques  are  uiualiy  infcriptiops  in,  gilt 
letters,  declaring  the  awfulnefs  of  the  building,  as  bring  the  houle  ot  God. 
One  of  the  Mofques  hath  a  Minaret  which  bends  as  thole  at  Baghdad  5  lome. 
of  the  moft  bigotted  of  the  T arks  fay,  Mahomet  fainted  it  as  he  palled,  and. 
that  the  Minaret  bent  in-  reverence  to  the.  Prophet.. 

This  city’s  manufacture  is  Muffokn  (&  cotton  cloth),  which  they  make 
very  ftrong,  and  pretty  fine,  and  tell  for  the  European ,  as  well  as  other  mar¬ 
kets :  agriculture  and  trade  maintain  the  reft  of  the  inhabitants. 

We  can  get  no  other  fruit  here,  than  poor  water-melons  and  cucumbers  ;■ 
The  laft  winter’s  froft  killed  their  trees.  There  is  not  one.  garden.on  either 
fide  of  the  river,  that  products  any  thing  valuable.  What  little  fruit  the 
Bajha  gets  is. lent  him  from  Courdiflan ,  whole  mountains  to  the  N.  E.  of. 
the  city  yet  ffiew  their  fnowy  heads.  The  bread  is  good  here,  and  we- 
think  not  dear,  it  being  about  five  farthings  per  pound  ,  but  this  may  be 
a  very  high  price  for  a  poor  Turk.  Dreadful,  and  even  incredible  are  the. 
accounts  we  daily  hear  of  the  calamities  of  the  province  of  "Qtarbekir.  The. 
country,  comparatively  fpeaking,  is  now  depopulated..  The  inhabitants, 
during  the- famine,  ate  dogs,  their  own  dead  children,  and  every  other  thing 
which  mankind  abhor  at  another  feafon.  The  bodies  of  the  dead  lay  in  the 
ftreets  for  want  of  people  to  bury  them.  This  terrible  news  makes  us  wiffi. 
that  we  may  be  able  to  avoid  feeing  the  metropolis  of  that  province  !  the. 
effeCts  of.  this  dearth  reached,  and  in  fome  meafure  ftill. continue  in,  and  to., 
the  fouthward  of  Moful. 

The  hire  of  a  mule  hence  to  Aleppo ,  is  from  30  to  3.5  pi-aftres;  laic 
year  it  was  no  more  than  12  :  this  is  one  of  the  ill  confequences  of  the  late.- 
dreadful  famine  ;  almoft  every  fpecies  .  of  the  brute  creation  having  been- 
killed  for  the  Support  of  roan.  This  calamitous  v-ifitation  is  laid  to  have 
been  entirely  owing,  to  a  preceding  hard  winter,, and  to  an  innumerable, 
army  of  locufts  that  deftroyed  the  fruits  of  the  earth.  The  inhabitants  of 
Moful  were  fuppofed,  before  the  famine,  to  have  been  300,000,  but,  fay. 
the  fathers,  fo  many  died  or  quitted  the  place  during  that  time,  that;  they 
now  do  not  amount  to  near  that  number.  They,  reckon  here  are  about  one 
thoullind  Roman  Chrifiians ,  and  four  tboufand  Nefiorims,  Jacobincs.  and: 
Masonites-,  in  the  villages  around  are  many  more.. 

To-day.  we  were  vifited  by  the  chief  Chrifiian  of  the  city,  whofe  office  is 
that  of  Haram  Bafhi ,  chief  officer  of  the  Haram,  or  female  apartments  of 
7.  '  -  tbs. 
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die  Bajha.  His  manners  are  grave,  like  the  Turks,  and  his  compliments  of 
the  fame  {lamp. 

This  morning,  accompanied  by  our  Ago  and  Padre  Lanza,  we  went  into 
the  city,  and  fper.t  the  d2y  at  the  father's  houfe,  very  agreeably  -,  I  learned 
from  Padre  Francifco,  who  acts  the  p’nyfician,  that  the  difeafes  common  here, 
are1  ardent  fevers,  and  bloody  fluxes  in  the  fijmmer ;  intermittents  in  the 
wet  weather  and  winter;  and  that  bilious  obftructions,  ar.d  tumid  livers 
are  frequent,,  as  in  India. 

The  neighbouring  mountains  afford  Giver  mines ;  and  they  would  yield 
much  quickfdver,  had  the  Lurks  either  fkill  or  inclination  to  work  them  to 
advantage :  Lanza  fays,  that  an  Englifhman  fome  time  ago  got  two  or  three 
bottles  of  it  in  his  way  home,  and  prefented  it  to  the  BaJIsa,  as  a  fpecimen 
of  what  might  be  done  in  that  way  ;  but  no  farther  attempts  have  been 
made  in  conlequence  of  the  difeovery.  In  this  country  aifo  are  lead  mines, 
which  produce  as  much  of  that  metal,  as  furnifhes  them  with  bullets,  and 
fome  neceflary  utenfils.. 

Thefe  gentlemen  gave  us  no  pleafing  account,  either  of  the  integrity 
or  valour  of  the  foldiers  who  guard  the  Caravans-,  as  that  upon  an  attack, 
thefe  very  men  are  frequently  the  firft  who  abandon  the  charge  and  fly  ;  nor 
is  it  uncommon  for  the  conductor  to  be  in  league  with  the  chief  of  the 
robbers:  upon  my  afiemg,  whether  fuch  conduct  would  not  be  punifned 
with  certain  death  by  the  BaJIsa ,  whofe  own  honour  and  intereft,  as  well  as 
that  of  the  Grand  Seignior,  were  concerned  ?  I  was  anfwered  with  a  fhrug 
of  the  fhoulders,  and  a  hint  that  even  this  great  man  might  poflibly  receive- 
Hitjfs -'money  from  the  leaders  of  thofe  very  Banditti  :  but  the  robbers  them- 
felves  have  no  true  courage,  for  they  tell  us  of  a  large  Caravan  having 
been  faved  by  the  valour  of  a  Angle  European,  who  happened  to  be  travell¬ 
ing  with  it,  when' the  Sanjacks  made  an  attack. 

I  told  Lanza  of  our  adventures'  at  Kircoate,  particularly  of  our  fcruple  about 
entering  the  Mcfque :  he  replied,  that  himfelf  had  been  drawn  into  conver- 
fations  on  the  fame  fubjecl ;  once  in  particular  at  a  great  Turk's  houfe,  who 
was  a  man  of  fenfe,  and  a  reader  of  the  Prophets,  and  with  whom  were  four 
or  five  other  T urks.  The  mailer,  of  the  houfe  took  occafion,  amidft  an  agree¬ 
able  convention,  very  gravely  to  afk  the  father,  what  was  his  opinion  of  their 
Prophet.  On  his  anfwering,  that  as  Mahomet  was  not  one  of  the  prophets- 
whom  his  religion  acknowledged,  it  was  not  for  him  to  (peak  on  thelubjeft: 
the  Turk  with  a  lefs  ferious  air,  replied,  “  But  come,. my  friend,”  clapping 
his  hand  familiarly  on  his  fhoulder,  “  tell  me  what  your  books  fay  ot  Ma¬ 
homet."  Lanza  tried  to  avoid  ananfwer;  but  the  queltion  being  repeated 
with  fiill  more  freedom  and  good  humour,  and  with  the  word  Mahomet-,. 
inftead  of  Prophet-^-“i\ud  is  it  your  real  defire,”  laid  Lanza,  “  that  1  fhould 
tell  you  what  they  declare  ?”  Yes,  truly,”  rejoined  the  Muffulman.  “Why. 

then. 
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1 758.  then,  faid  Lanza ,  they- prove  that  he  was  an  Aral-,  fuch  a  one  as  thofe  who 

' - < - 1  inhabit  Arabia  at  predent The  whole  company- appeared  thunder-ftruck, 

'  for  the  Arabs  are  looked  on  by  the  Turks,  as  exceedingly  perfidious  and 
wicked;  the  mailer  of  the  houfe  was  gravely  filent,  while  the. others. foftly 
.  converfed  with  one  another.  At  length  one  of  them  uttered  the  follow¬ 
ing  fencence  :  “  Were  there  not  political  reafons  'which  prevent  the  execution  of 
jujiice  ct  prefent ,  for  the  blafphemy  you  have  uttered,  Mr.  Chriftian  l  that ’head 
of  yours  fhould  in  a  few  minutes  fly  from  its  Jhculders”  The  Eadre  added  to 
me,  “  I  fcek  not  occafions,  but  if  theie  people  will  oblige  me,  I  will  fpeak 
'  the  truth  without  fearing  what  may  be  the  conlequenccs.”  I  could  not 
but  applaud  him  as  a  man  of  courage,  but  advifed  him  not  to  let  his  zeal 
get  the  better  of  his  difcretion.  He  informed  us,  that,  at  Aleppo  and  Con' 
jlantincple,  it  is  not  permitted  for  Chriftians  to  enter  their  Mofques ;  but 
in  this  part  of  the  country,  it  is  not  much  objected  to  on  particular  occa¬ 
fions.  He  is  of  opinion,  the  prieft  was  trying  to  make  a  .convert  of  Mr. 
Pigot. 

July  6.  Our  Aga  faw  .Hojfein  Bajha  this  morning,  whofe  difcourfe,  relating  to  us 
and  our  journey,  was  much  the  fame  as  that  of  the  Kahier,  and  fo  were  his 
promifes  of  fervice.  As  the  Caravan  waits  the  return  of  the  fcouts,  who 
are  lent  out  to  reconnoitre  the  country,  the  Bajha  afked  our  Aga ,  if  we  chofe 
to  travel  poll,  .or  with  the  Caravan  ?  and  being  told  the  latter  way,  fhould 
it  meet  with  his  approbation ;  he  faid  it  did,  and  that  he  would  take  care 
to  give  proper  inftructions  to  the  chief  conductor  to  infure  ,our  future  eafe 
and  fafety. 

We  are  to  take  with  us  from  hence  provifions  of  all  kinds,  except  water, 
as  we  can  get  no  fupply  till  we  arrive  at  Nijibin ;  and  there,  as  far  as  I  can 
find,  but  a  poor  one.  Our  head  mulateer  demands  of  us  a  camel  to  be 
hired  in  this  place  for  carrying  provifions,  not  only  for  ourfelves,  but  alfo 
for  every  one  of  our  attendants.  Great  difputes  this  day  arofe  between  us 
and  him  on  this  fubjeft  ;  by  his  pofitive  affertions,  we  have  too  much  reafon 
to  fufpect  that  we  were  deceived  by  Cojee  Raphael,  by  whom  (as  before 
obferved  at  Baghdad)  we  were  informed,  that  we  had  nothing  to  do  in 
refpefl  to  provifions  for  him,  or  his  people.  This  is  now  pofitively  denied, 
and  we  are  threatened  that  they  will  proceed  no  farther,  unlefs  we  continue 
conftantly  to  fupply  them  with  every  article  of  their  diet,  in  the  fame  man¬ 
ner,  (which  to  our  furprize,  we  find)  our  Aga  hath  hitherto  done,  he  not 
knowing  or  fo  much  as  fufpecting  that  our  contract  did  not  make  it  necef- 
fary.  "I  he  Aga  declares,  that  Cojee  Raphael  never  hinted  that  the  mulateers 
were  cn  a  different  footing  from  the  takht-revan  men. 

We  learned  this  evening,  that  a  Caravan  from  Aleppo  and  Urfa,  is  within 
a  day’s  journey  of  this  city,  and  had  met  with  little  or  no  obftrudlion 
from  the  Sanjacks.  It  fent  hither  for  an  effort,  and  partof  the  troops  which 
are  to  convoy  our  Caravan  are  gone  for  that  purpofe. 


The 
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The  Sanj ticks  are  a  people  wh 
Imrdiftan  or  Perfiav.  -mountains: 
tnty  produce  their  c 


tney-iu'lTiPc 
y  country  affords 
;  he  puriued  the 


'mountains  oppofite  to  t 
chiefly  by  plunder,  and  t 
The  hte  Bcjba  Jctaet 


Baghdad  reduced  their  power 

ranean  retreats,  fuffocated  a  great  many,  killed  7  or 
make  their  way  out  from  the-  holes,  and  carried  off  ft 
fexes,  and  fold  them  for  flares.  This  {Iroke  put  ti 
into  a  more  peaceable  fate,  than  it  had  enjoyed  for  m 
their  numbers  item  to  have  incr ea’fed,  and  they  are  as: 
blefome,  Our  Caravan  Bafii  affined  us  that  they  hav< 

200  to  700  men,  and  Ibmetimes  carried  all  off:  he  bit 
men,  was  fee  upon  Lift  year  by  600  of  the  mou 
ing  himlclf  to  the  utmoft,  he  made  a  Ihift  to  favc 
van.  His  fon  who  condufted  another,  being  of  lefs  experience  was  taken 
prifoner,  and  the  whole  merebandife  fpoiled  and  carried  off;  he  fays,  that 
ibmetimes  when  the  robbers  diicover  a  ftronger  force  than  they  chufe  to 
encounter,  they  will  parley,  and  profefs  friendfliip,  and  feern  contented  to 
receive  a  fmall  prefent  for  their  chief.  They  have  fuffered  milch  lately  by 
the  famine,  which  probably  .has  occaftoned  their  being  more  daring.  A 
few  days  ago,  a  party  of  twenty  perfor.s,  among  whom  was  a  Chrifiiau  mer¬ 
chant  with  6000  Sequins,  was  fee  upon  and  overcome  by  a  company  of  thefe 
robbers,  and  all  they  had  taken  from  them.  The  Sanj  acks  are  tnoflly  to 
be  dreaded  hereabouts,  ■  bec-aufe  they  always-  make  their  attack 'in  great 
bodies  ;  but  after  the  next  ftage,  though  they  continue  infefting  the  roads 
even  to  Nifilin ,  yet  their  ftrength  Mens,  and  a  well  guarded  Caravan  hath 
not  fo  much  to  apprehend  from  them. 


I  palled  the  whole,  of  this  day  with- my  fellow-travellers  in  the  tent;  but 
felt  the  afternoon  fo  exceedingly  hot  as  to  throw  me  into  a  fever,  and 
deprive  me  of  all  appetite.  There  were  brought  to  us  as  very  great  rarities, 
a  fmall  plate  of  apricots,  two  or  three  tolerable  mttfk-melons,  and  fome 
young  cucumbers.  Neither  the  city  nor  neighbouring  villages  could  furnifh 
us  with  wine,  fpirits,  orange-juice,  or  verjuice  ;  European  lump  and  powder 
fugar  is  very  dear  and  fcarce  here,  but  candy  is  more  plenty,  and  rather 
reafonable.  We  have  feen  but  few  buffaloes,  oxen,  or  cows  here,  or  at 
any  other  place  fince  we  left  Baghdad.  The  -milk  we  have  at  any  time 
been  fupplied  with,  was  of  the  goat  or  (beep.  Storks  are  here  in  great 
plenty,  and  fo  are  locufts ;  people  are  employed -with  broad  flails  to  keep 
the  laft  away  from  the  rifing  plants. 

In  the  evening  Mr.'  Doidge  in  his  little  walk;  caft  his  eye'  on  a  country 
houfe  of  the  Bajha  at  a  fmall  diftance  from  our  tents,  and  this  day  the  chief 
gardener  gave  us  poffeilion  of  it.  It  ftands  pleafantly  on  the  fide  of  the 
Tygris,  oppofite  the  ruins  of  Jonah' s  tomb,  in  one  of  the  Bajha's  gardens ;  it 
has  but  two  rooms-,  the  dimenfions  of  the  largeft  are  40  feet  by  20,  with  a 
vaulted  roof,  and  arched  front;  the  top  of  the  arch  is  30.  feet  from  the 

ground. 
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ground.  Through  the  room  goes  a  waterduct  from  a  refervoir  at  the  back 
of  the  building,  to  a  fountain  in  the  front :  the  works  of  the  fountain  are 
out  of  repair,  which  is  a  very  unlucky  circumftance  for  us  in  this  i'ultry  fea- 
ibn.  This,  as  well  as  rnoft  of  the  chief  houles  in  the  city  are  ornamented  with 
marble  brought  from  a  quarry  in  the  neighbourhood. 

Padre  Lanza  vifited  us  lafe  night,  when  I  propofed  being  at  his  houfe  as 
to-day,  but  cannot  think  of  giving  up  even  for  a  moment  the  tranquility 
I  enjoy  in  this  agreeable  retreat.  The  ftreets  too  are  lo  fceep  in  many 
places,'  and  badly  paved,  that  there  is  great  difficulty  in  riding  through 
them  ;  in  the  evening  alfo  we  are  always  followed  by  an  army  of  boys,  who 
are  fcarcely  to  be  reftrained  from  throwing  ftones  at  us.  Our  prefent 
fituacion  is  a  very  agreeable  one,  being  quite  dole  to  the  river  in  the 
middle  of  a  cucumber  and  melon  garden,  and  having  in  view  all  the  gar¬ 
dens  and  villas,  with  which  the  banks  of  the  river  are  ornamented  ;  befides 
that  venerable  piece  of  antiquity,  called  Jonah’s,  tomb.  We  intended  to 
have  relkled  entirely  in  this  houfe,  but  having  been  told  it  would  not  be 
prudent  to  fleep  in  it  at  night,  we  then  repair  to  our  tent.  Lad  night  our 
•watchman  dilcovered,  more  than  once,  fufpicious  perfons  lurking  around 
us  and  about  one  this  morning,  we  were  awakened  by  the  difeharge  of  a 
firelock,  and  the  mold  vifi'ole  confufion  amongft  our  people ;  owing  to  an 
attempt  having  been  made  by  a  pilferer,  on  the  fervants  arms  as  they  lay 
on  the  ground  in  the  tent:  our  guard  fired  powder  only,  and  then  grap¬ 
pled  with  the  thief,  but  luckily  for  him  he  made  his  efcape. 

Yefterday  afternoon,  the  wind  was  high  ;  it  blew  from  the  fouthward  of 
the  weft,  and  brought  with  it  a  deal  of  heat  and  duft  :  as  1  kept  under 
cover  of  the  garden  houfe,  I  did  not  feel  it  quite  fo  diftrefling  as  otherwise 
I  fhould  have  done,  but  even  with  that  advantage,  it  was  truly  trouble- 
forne  :  1  was  very  hot  and  reftlefs,  nor  did  I  breathe  fo  freely  as  ufual. 
.Meffrs.  Pye  and  Pigoi,  complained  much  as  well  as  myfelf,  and  the  latter 
very  often  ftiifted  from  one  place  to  another  in  hope  of  finding  relief. 
Our  Turki/o  fervants,  and  the  people  of  the  country  inform  us,  that  the 
wind  was  a  real  SawieL,  and  they  advife  out  European  fervants  not  to  think 
of  buying  for  us  any  poultry  or  pigeons;  declaring,  that  neither  of  thefe 
can  live  long  even  in  the  city,  much  lefs  in  the  Defert  over  which  we  are  to 
pals  ;  and  this  afternoon  an  account  was  brought  us,  that  out  of  eight  fowls 
(our  whole  ftock)  fix  of  them  were  dead. 

Qur  Aga  waited  on  the  Kehier  this  morning  for  intelligence,  and  before 
he  letc  him,  came  in  the  commander  of  the  troops  who  is  to  efcort  the 
Caravan :  the  Kdbier  to, ok  the  opportunity  to  recommend  us  and  our  con¬ 
cerns,  very  warmly  to  him.  Th t  Aga  told  this  minifter,  where,  and  in  what 
manner  we  palled  yefterday,  and  defired  leave  that  while  we  remained  here, 
we  might  be  indulged  with  the  free  ufe  of  the  Bajba's  garden  and  houfe,  and 
gnat  we  nugnt  oe  permitted  to  lodge  in  it:  th e. Kahier  replied,  we  were  very 

welcome 
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welcome  to  ufe  it  as  we  pleafed,  but  that  in  confederation  of  the  very  many 
wretched,  half-ftarved  people  who  filled  the  country,  he  would  not  recom¬ 
mend  our  being  there  in  the  night  time,  not  knowing  what  attempts  might 
be  made  on  os  in  fo  lonely  a  place.  However,  Mr.  Pigct  and  I  determined 
to  rifle  it ;  the  reft  of  our  fellow-travellers,  as  they  fuffer  not  fo  much  from 
the  heat  of  the  climate,  chole  to  tarry  in  the  tent  rather  titan  occafion 
the  trouble  of  carrying  our  moveables  backwards  and  forwards  every 
morning  and  evening.  Since  we  left  Baghdad,  I  have  not  eaten  more 
than  twice  with  any  degree  of  appetite,  and  have  for  the  laft  three  days, 
been  entirely  without  one;  I  have  lived  wholly  on  Dread  ana  nullt,  and 
very  little  of  the  firfi:  fuffices. 

We  were  to-day  vifited  by  two  confiderable  Cbrijtian  Diarbeki r  mer¬ 
chants,  who  have  goods  in,  and  are  them  Selves  going  with,  our  Car  as:  an: 
we  faw  them  once  before  at  Padre  Lanza's  houfe.  The  wind  this  morning 
was  not  fo  high,  nor  fo  hot  as  yefterday-;  but  the  afternoon  was  Hill  more 
intemperate,  being  diftreflingly  fultry,  and  the  air  loaded  with  dull  from 
the  Defert. 

Horfe  foldiers  vifit  us  in  the  garden  every  evening,  who  regale  themfelves 
on  cucumbers,  each  eating  fix  or  eight  very  large  ones  without  either 
bread  or  fait :  among  them  this  day  was  a  renegade  Frenchman ,  but  he 
did  not  chufe  to  talk  to  us  in  French-,  he  eyed  the  books  I  had  by  me, 
but  only  fpoke  to  his  comrades,  and  in  the  Furhjb  language.  As  our 
Itock  of  wine  was  nearly  expended,  we  were  obliged  (agreeable  to  our 
invariable  naval  praftice)  to  drink  Saturday  night  in  water  only,  from  the 
bountiful  Tygris. 

This  day  I  palled  alone  in  the  garden  houfe;  the  heat  has  been  Sufferable. 
Padre  Lanza  had  a  complaint  exhibited  againft  him  to  the  Bajha,  by 
the  Chaidean  Patriarch ,  (the  head  of  the  Neftorians)  for  having  enticed 
to  the  Roman  communion  a  large  party  of  the  Patriarch’s  flock:  the  Btifba, 
with  whom  Lanza  has  an  intereft  through  Francifco  the  phyfician,  lent  for 
Lanza,  and  as  a  friend  advifed  him  “  to  direff  the  left  jheep  to  return  and 
kifs  .their  Jhepherd's  Jleeve.”  Theie  bickerings,  thefts  and  difpuces,  I  have 
been  told  are  frequent  in  this  country,  amongfl:  the  many  different  Cbrijtian 

minifters:  'Fantime  animi  ccdeftibus  ira. - At  five  in  the  afternoon  the  kind 

Padres  came  to  bid  us  farewell,  having  heard  of  the  Caravan’s  letting  out 
this  night ;  they  brought  us  a  prefent  of  three  or  four  bottles  of  fpirits,  and 
iome  preferves.  We  put  ourfelves  in  readinefs  for  marching,  and  in  the 
evening  threw  ourfelves  on  our  cots  in  our  cloaths,  expecting  to  have  been 
called  upon  foon  after  midnight,  but  they  fuffered  us  to  Sleep  till  five 
the  morning. 

At  fix  o’clock  we  mounted,  and  with  our  attendants  and  baggage  let 
oft*  from  Moful ;  foon  afterwards  we  palled  by  lome  marble  quarries 
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175S.  add  at  half  paft  nine,  joined  the  great  Caravan  upon  a  rifing  ground,  near 
<—-v — ■>  a  river  called  Baduse.  For  the  firft  four  miles  to  the  northward  of  Moful, 
BadnceRiver.  we  over  corn  lands;  the  reft  was  a  defert  affording  only  fhrubs 

and  thiftles.  We  got  fome  milk  this  morning  from  an  Arab  village. 
The  day  was  very  iultry  and  fatiguing,  although  the  wind  was  near 
north-weft.  In  the  evening  the  troops  appointed  for  our  efcort  came  up 
to  us,  and  at  fun-fee  all  the  tents  amounting  to  near  forty  were  ftruck, 
In  order  to  our  being  in  readinefs  for  marching  at  the  word  of  command. 
Our  Aga  ftaid  behind  a  little,  to  make  our  compliments,  and  to  take  his 
leave  of  the  Kahier.  He  was  again  witnefs  to  a  fecond  warm  recommen¬ 
dation,  which  that  minifter  delivered  in  our  favour  to  the  commander  of 
the.  troops,  as  well  as  to  the  Caravan  Bajht.  Our  live  ftock,  which  confifted 
of  five  lambs,  was  through  the  forgetfulnefs  of  our  fervants,  left  behinck 
We  were  told  however  that  we  fhall  have  an  opportunity  of  purchafing 
more  at  old  Moful  to-morrow.  All  the  country  about  is  very  hilly,  and  the 
Courdijlan  mountains  are  not  far  from  us. 

July  it.  At  one  this  morning,  notice  was  given  by  a  loud  voice,  “  charge.'* 
At  two  the  camels  had  ceafed  their  melancholy-  groans  (which  they  always 
utter  when  loading)  and  were  all  in  motion,  taking  a  courfe  to  the  eaftward 
of  the  north  fome  little  time -,  but  on  the  whole  we  travelled  about  N.  W. 
over  the  fame  kind  of  fterile  land  as  yefterday.  About  half  paft  four  we 

faw  twenty  Antelopes  near  the  fooE  .of  the  hills.  Half  an  hour  after,  we 

paffed  a  ruined  village  to  the  left.  At  five  our  horfe-guards  went  a-head 
between  fome  high  hills  of  chalk  and  ftone.  At  the  entrance  of  this  pafs 
on  the  left  hand,  is  the  ruin  of  a  fmall  forcrefs,  and'  farther  on  we  faw  more 
ruins.  This  road  was  fo  rugged  for  about  half  an  hour’s  journey,  that  we 
could  not  with  any  fort  of  fatisfaclion  keep  in  our  iCakbt  Revans-,  it 
brought  us  at  fix  o’clock  to  the  banks  of  the  ’Jygris ,  where  were  numbers- 
of  Iheep  feeding,  a  few  oxen,  and  fome  calves.  Here  we  made  up  out 

late  lofs,  buying  of  the  Arabs  five  or  fix  iheep.  Eagles  and  pigeons  are 

here  in  great  plenty  ;  Loaijls  alfo  in  abundance,  with  blue,  purple,  varie¬ 
gated  wings,  and  which  I  obferved  did  not  fly  near  fo  high  as  the  commoa 
Lccujls. 

The  Arab  women  were  hard  at  work  in  pitching  their  tents.  We  took 
poffeffion  of  them  for  a  while,  at  which  they  were  much  out  of  humour, 
but  we  at  length  appealed  them,  by  giving  them  good  words  and  a  little 
Escbjs  money.  At  (even  we  raifed  our  own  tents  upon  a  fpot  belonging  to  Efcht 
Mosei..  Moful ,  or  old  Moful ;  which  probably  was  part  of  the  fpot  on  which  ancient 

Nineveh  once  flood.  Our  Aga  here  made  us  a  prefent  of  a  young  Antelope 
Juft  killed. 

The' heat  to-day  has  been  exceffive.  To  leffen  it  as  much  as  poffible, 
I  caufed  one  of  the  Takht  Revans  to  be  placed  under  a  tent,  and  the  top 

of 


E  331  ] 

of  the  tent  to  be  as  well  wetted  with  water,  as  the  paint  would  admit  of,  1 75*- 
and  likewife  the  ground  for  feveral  yards  round,  by  which  means  I  fullered 
rather  lei's  than  I  ihould  otherwiie  have  done.  In  the  evening  we  took,  a 
walk  about  the  ruins,  which  appeared  to  have  been  thofe  of  a  confiderable 
city-  I  enquired  of  the  Turks  how  long  it  had  been  deferted,  but  they 
could  not  tell,  only  believed  it  was  before  the  time  of  Cbriflimiity :  they 
are  bad  chronologers,  fo  no  dependance  is  to  be  put  upon  their  account. 

The  houfes  were  built  of  ftone,  and  the  ftreets  paved  with  the  fame. 

At  two  in  the  morning,  we  fet  off  with  our  great Caravan,  which  now  Ju!y 
confills  of  nine  hundred  camels,  principally  laden  with  coffee-lkins,  Mvjfolen 
cloth,  and  gauls,  150  horie-guards  and  100  foot  foldiers,  befides  our  own 
party,  and  120  armed  merchants  with  their  fervants.  We  were  more  than 
an  hour  getting  through  the  ftreets  of  the  ruined  city;  and  in  leaving  it 
paired  through  what  had  been  a  gate-way,  joining  to  a  rampart  or  high 
wall.  The  land,  for.  an  hour  after  we  left  the  ruins,  was  near  level;  we  then 
paffed  through  a  long  ftreet  of  Arab  tents,  whofe  inhabitants  appeared  to 
poffefs  large  flocks  of  lheep;  but  before  we  reached  them,  we  forded  a  piece 
of  ftanding  water  about  two  feet  deep,  and  twenty  yards  over.  Our  courfe, 
through  the  old  city,  wasN.^.E.  then  we  travelled  N.  N.  W.  which  brought 
.  us  to  hills  and  dales;  and  a  quarter,  before  feven  we  relied,  and  pitched 
our. tents  upon  a  hill  called  Tdmajh  or  Talmoufe-,  having  in  light  the  Taluasu. 
Sanjack  mountains  on  the  left.  Here  is  plenty  of  water,  but  not  reckoned 
good,  therefore  called  Ajefetv,  or  Bitter  Water.  We  tailed  it,  but  could 
not  efteem  it  very  bad,  and  obferved  many  people  drinking  of  it.  About 
the  hill  on  which  we  are  now  encamped,  are  the  ruins  of  buildings ;  we 
.are  told  that  formerly  here  was  a  town,  but  the  inhabitants  could  not  con- 
tiune  in  it,  on  account  of  their  troublefome  neighbours  the  Sanjacks. 

We  faw  a  great  many  birds  like  pigeons,  but  they  have  the  cry  of 
rooks. 

All  my  brother  travellers  have  fallen  off  their  appetites  lately,  and 
though  not  to  fo  great  a  degree  as  myfelf,  feel  much  trouble  from  the  heat 
of  the  day;  Mr.  Pye  complained  much,  Mr.  Alms  had  a  troublefome 
diarrhoea.  Mr.  Pigot  looks  very  much  fatigued,  and  we  all  have  loft 
fome  inches  in  waift  fince  we  left  Baghdad:  my  iervan t  Alexander  has  a  bioody 
flux.  I  palled  this  day  better  than  any  one  of  our  company,  owing  to  the 
care  I  took  in  having  my  tent  again  wetted  with  water ;  was  able  to  eat 
a  morfel  of  ham,  the  firft  meat  I  had  tailed  for  a  great  while  pall. 

The  people  of  the  Caravan,  I  here  obferved,  drefs  their  viftuals  by  a  fire 
made  of  camel,  horfelor  mule’s  dung;  fometimes  the  ground  affords  a  dry 
flirub  for  that  purpofe. 

At  eleven  in  the  night  we  decamped,  and  took  our  march  over  i 
-  tolerable  plain  country;  our  courfe  for  fome  time  was  N.  then  N.  N.  W. 

U  u  a  .  and 


[  332  3 

and  yet  farther  to  the  weft;  upon  the  whole  about  N.  W.  It  brought  us, 
about  two  in  the  morning,  nearer  to  the  Perflan  mountains  than  we  have 
been  yet.  We  paffed  over  fome  hills  and  vales,  but  in  general  a  fmoother 
road  than  of  late.  The  land  by  nature  very  fertile,  though  it  now  produces 
only  wild  grals,  flowering  Ihrubs  and  thiftles,  which  are  almoft  all  in  the 
feed.  At  ieven  we  encamped  upon  a  rifing  ground,  having  at  its  fpot,  a 
run  of  good  water,  with  an  innumerable  quantity  of  birds  of  the  kind  I 
mentioned  yefterday  :  this  fpot  is  called  Sefaya. 

The ' Caravan  Bajhi  here  paid  us  a  vifit,  and  before  he  left  us  whifpered 
Francifco  our  lervant,  that  “  it  was  atftomsry  for  gentlemen  like  us  to  make 
him  a  prefent.  The  fervan’t  gave  him  to  underftand,  he  muft  not  expeft  it, 
at  leaft  until  we  fhould  be  on  raking  our  leave  of  the  Caravan.  He  fmoked 
his  pipe,  drank  coffee  with  us,  and  parted. — —Every  Turk  we  have  yet  had 
to  deal  with,  (except  Aly  Aga,  and  the  governor  of  Hilla)  has  been  rather 
indelicate  in  regard  to  money  matters.  Even  their  greateft  Bajha’s  will  be 
fcandaloufly  guilty  of  the  lowed:  meannefles  in  this  refpeft ;  for  which  reafon 
we  have  always  cautioufly  avoided  making  vifits  to  them,  or  their  minifters, 
knowing  it  could  not  be  done  but  at  a  very  confiderable  expence. 

Out  Aga  told  us,  that  the  Caravan  Bajhi  behaved  very  unpolitely,  in  not 
having  waited  upon  -  us  while  we  were'  in  our  tents  before  MofuF,  and 
therefore  he  deftred,  we  would  not  think  of  making  him  any  prefent  without 
his  advice..  He  told  us.alfo,  that  the  Aga,,  general  of  the  ibidiers  efcorting 
the  Caravan,  had  begged  of  him  to  prevail  upon  us,  particularly  this  night, 
to  keep  together,  and  as  near  to  the  Taih  Revans  as  poflible ;  as  well 
on  account  of  the  danger  we  were  in  of  an  attack  from  the  Sanjacks,  as  to 
prevent  our  being  infulted  by  kny  of  his  own  troops,  who  might  do  it 
through  miftake  and  ignorance.  He  added,  that  he  hoped  they  would  not 
do  it  through  wantonnefs. 

At  nine  in  the  evening  we  marched,  went  N.  b.  W.  the  firft  four  hours, 
then  N.  W.  b.  W.  fbr  two  more,  afterwards  about  W.  and  W.  b.  S.  upon 
the  whole  a  N.  W.  or  N.  W.  b.  W.  courfe,  over  the  fame  kind  of  foil, 
luxuriant  in  grafs  and  feedv  flowering  ihrubs  ;  all  which  are  very  thick,  and 
as  high  as  the  horfe’s  middle.  The  Courdiftan  mountains  are  in  fight  to  the 
right,  the  Sanjacks  to  the  left-,  diftant  from  each  other  fometimes  12,  20 
and  30  miles  :  the  country  between  them  a  mixture  of  hills,  dales  and  plains, 
moll  of  the  latter  covered  with  a  deep  rich  mould. 

:  This  night  I  ofcferved  feveral  of  thofe  curious  infefts,  which  fo  abound 
in  ‘India,  and  are  by  us  called  Fire-flies :  they  are  not  quite  fo  long  as  the 
Spanifh  fly,  are  of  a  brown  colour,  and  carry  under  their  bellies  a  luminous 
bag  which  is  opened  and  fnut  by  two  aftive  lips  :  by  this,  (their  own  light) 
they  are  guided  in  the  evening  and  night,  when  like  the  owl  they  are  always 
h«fy.  In  the  Eafl  Indies  I  very  often  faw  the  air  almoft  full  of'  theft? 

little 
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little  flying  luminaries  ;  the  trees,  in  which  they  lodge,  have  a  pretty  and  1750. 

agreeable  appearance  :  The  few  infefts  which  appeared  to-night,  are  the  1 — — » 

iirfl  I  have  feen  out  of  India.  Here  are  plenty  of  partridges;  vre  i’prung 

the  old  ones,  and  our  cattle  almoft  trod  on  their  young  and  eggs.  About  July  14. 

five  in  the  morning  an  Antelope  crofied  the  road  with  furprizing  fwift- 

nefs.  Ac  feven  we  got  to  a  fmall  run  of  water  from  the  Perfian  mountains,  Ks-o?.- 

anct  encamped  on  a  hill  clofe  by  the  [dream  called  Demir-Rc.pee.  Rafee. 


The  firft  part  of  the  laft  night  was  agreeably  temperate,  the  middle 
cool.  This  morning  was  [harp  and  a  little  hazy,  and  what  is  a  rare  thing 
to  us,  the  air  was  a  little  damp.  We  ail  breakfarted  with  tolerable  good 
appetites.  Yefterday  and  to-day,  we  obferved  on  the  hides  of  the  rivulets 
fome  green  fedge,  the  only  verdure  in  fight.  About  the  water  to-day, 
we  had  many  larks,  and  likewife  vaft  multitudes  of  thofe  birds  which 
referable  pigeons,  but  croak  like  rooks.  Mr.  Alms  brought  in  a  graf- 
hopper  (if  it  may  be  ranked  in  that  clafs  of  infedts)  which  meafured  from 
head  to  tail  five  inches,  its  horn  four,  circumference  of  the  beiiy  three  :  it 
had  fix  legs,  three  on  each  fide  ;  two  little  claws  on  each  fide  of  its  mouth, 
no  wings,  and  feemed,  though  very  ftrong,  very  inactive.  Its  head  and 
joints  had  a  refemblance  of  the  craw-fifh.  Yefterday  were  brought  us  half 
a  dozen  land-crabs  of  the  fize  of  a  common  fmall  fea-crab.  Out  of  thfe 
little  river  near  us,  we  got  a  dilh  of  mullets  and  dace,  of  which  I  eat  a  few, 
but  either  they,  or  the  fnerbet  I  drank  after  them,  made  of  the  juice 
of  green  grapes,  difagreed  with  me.  Mr.  Doidge  has  the  rheumatilin 
in  the  fhoulders ;  MefTieurs  Pye  and  Pigot  look  thin  and  harrafled  :  I 
bore  this  day’s  heat  pretty  well  in  the  Pakht  Revan  under  the  tent,  and 
eat  my  bread  and  cheefe  with  more  latisfaftion  than  for  a  good  while 


In  our  Caravan  we  now  obferved  fame  hundreds  of  men,  women,'  arid 
children,  who  are  really  very  miierable  objects  ;  moil  of  them  have  hardiy 
wherewithal  to  cover  thir  nakednefs :  it  is  piercing  to  hear  the  cry  of  the  in¬ 
fants  at  their  mothers  back  ;  and  thole  of  four  and  five  years  of  age  are 
forced  to  walk  with  the  Caravan,  fending  forth  the  moil  piteous  lamenta¬ 
tions  untii  overcome  with  fatigue,  they  either  fall  down  on  the  ground,  or 
are  taken  up  into  the  lap,  or  behind  fome  compaffionate  rider.  In- 
, fiances  of  this  fort  of  charity,  are  frequent  among  the  Turks.  Thefe 
poor  people  are  returning  to  their  abandoned  houles,  which  they  were 
obliged  to  leave  on  account  of  the  famine.  This  evening  came  into  our 
camp,  from  a  village  at  the  foot  of  .the  Qourdiften  mountains,  twelve  Courds 
well  mounted,  not  meanly  dreffed,  and  armed  with  lances  and  piftols ;  they, 
in  appearance,  live  in  peace  with  the  government,  and  pay  thefe  ceru- 
monial  vifits  to  Caravans,  to  give  information  of  the  ftate  of  the  road;  or 
rather  with  a  view  of  getting  a  prelent :  they  received  ten  Hookas  of  coffee, 
equal  to  2.5  pounds,  from  the  Caravan-Befot.  They  lay,  a  body  of  the 
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j-rg.  San] arts  were  a  few  days  ago  hereabouts,  and  bent  their  courfe  to  the  fouth- 
<_  '  -  '  i  ward,  the  very  road  we  have  palled. 

About  half  paft  eleven  at  night,  agreeable  to  cuftom,  orders  were  given 
aloud,  throughout  the  camp,  “  To  charge .”  This,  and  every  other  com¬ 
mand,  relative  to  our  motions  and  reft,  is  from  the  Caravan-Bajhi.  A  thief 
being  derefted,  was  ftripped,  bound,  and  feverely  flogged  :  they  talk  of 
hanging  him  to-morrow,  and  the  Caravan-Bajbi' s  power,  though  fo  mean 
July  i;.  and  .jnflgniflcant  a  perfon,  during  the  journey  is  abfoiute.  At  twelve  at 
night  we  fet  off,  and  travelled  the  greateft  part  of  the  night  over  a  very  fine 
plain,  lying  between  the  eaft  and  weftern  mountains.  The  foil  here  is  re¬ 
markably  good,  and  capable  of  producing  great  crops  of  grain  and  fruit, 
were  it  buc  in  the  hands  of  induftrious  perfons  to  cultivate  and  im¬ 
prove  it. 

’  There  was  a  time  when  a  fpirit  of  induftry  prevailed  among  the  inhabi¬ 
tants  of  this  country,  and  when  the  improvement- of  agriculture  was  one  of 
the  main,  things  that  engaged  their  care  and  attention.  Even  their  greateft 
princes  did  not- think  it  an  employment  anyway  beneath  them,  to  look  into 
every  thing  that  related  to  hufbandry  f  and  for  that  purpole,  caufed  an  exaft 
•account  to  be  given  them  how  every  province  and  canton  was  cultivated, 
that  they  might  know  whether  each  country  brought  forth  fuch  fruits  as  it 
Was  capable  of  producing.  They  defcended  fo  far  into  thofe  particulars, 
as  to  inform  themfelves  whether  the  private  gardens  of  their  fubjeds  were 
well  kept,  and  yielded  plenty  of  fruit;  they  rewarded  the  fuperintendants 
and  overleers,  whole  provinces  or  cantons  were  the  beft  cultivated,  and  pu- 
nilhed  the  lazinefs  and  negligence  of  thofe  idle  perfons,  who  did  not  labour 
and  improve  their  grounds  *. 

Such  is  the  account  given  us  by  hiftorians  of  the  ancient  inhabitants  of 
thefe  provinces.  But  alas  !  how  is  the  face  of  things  now  changed  !  for 
in  all  that  part  of  Chaldea ,  Babylonia,  Mefopotamia ,  and  Ajfyria,  which  we 
have  palled  over,  no  other  care  feems  to  be  taken  of  the  land,  but  that  it 
-ihall  be  capable  of  producing  fuch  a  quantity  of  corn,  as  barely  to  fatisfy 
the  wants  of  the  inhabitants  for  the  enfuing  year.  So  that  Ihould 
any  extraordinary  inclemency  of  the  feafon,  or  their  common  enemy  the 
Lotujl  chance  to  prevail,  a  dreadful  famine 'muft  inevitably  be  the  con- 
fequence,  as  was  fadiy  experienced  by  the  whole  country  round  DiarbeMr 
the  laft  year.- 

It  was  pleafant  travelling  to-night*  by  the  moon,  and  afterwards  by  the 
ftars.  The  air,  except  its  being  more  or  lefs  filled  with  duft,  occafioned 
By  the  march  of  the  Catavan%  -was  lerene  and  agreeable.  Not  a  cloud  hath 
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there  'been  in  the  Iky  by  day  or  night  for  a  long  time.  Welcome,  be-  1758. 
yondexpreffion,  would  be  a  plentiful  Ihower  of  rain  !  At  fix  we  faw  the  *— v — * 
fpot  we  were  to  reft  upon,  called  Geraza,  being  a  rifing  ground  on  the 
other  fide  of  a  rivulet  of  good  water,  which  takes  its  nie  in  the  Per/tan 
mountains. 

To  the  left,  juft  before  you  reach  the  ftream,  is  a  fmatl  mount,  contain¬ 
ing  the  tomb  of  Geraza ,  an  ancient  fage.  Some  ruins  alfo  are  obfervable 
in  a  plain  near  to  it  lying  between  the  Courdijian  and  Ssnjack  mountains. 

I  took,  notice  here  of  eight  or  ten  mounts  (in  fhape  like  thofe  of  Kircoote. 
and  Arvele).  which  appeared  to  be  artificial ;  they  were  placed  at  about  a 
mile  diftance  from  each  other,  probably  they  have  been  places  of  defence, 
or  boundaries  of  a  kingdom.  By  this  day’s  obfervation,  we  found  we  were 
in  the  latitude  of  37°-  b'  north. 

It  was  near  fevcn  before  we  pitched  our  tents ;  this  work  was  delayed  Geraza. 
by  the  obftinacy,  or  rather  in  folence  of  our  Pakbt  Rcoan-gee,  who  behaved 
fo  very  ill  to  the  Aga ,  that  he  was  obliged  to  ftrike  him.  This  was  fo 
much  refented  by  him,  that  he  put  his  hand  to  the  dagger  in  his  falh, 
and  menaced  the  Aga.  This  officer  was  very  grave  upon  it,  and  threatened 
to  leave  us,  if  we  did  not  turn  him  away.  We  gave  him  up  to  the  Aga 
to  do  what  he  pleafed  with  him  ;  not  caring  to  give  the  leaft  umbrage  to 
a  mart,  who  during  our  whole  journey,  had  {hewn  himfelf  lo  extremely 

careful  of  us  and  our  concerns. - 1  was  allured,  that  were  our  Pakht 

' Revan-gee  within  the  reach  of  Solyman  Bajha,  he  certainly  would  be  put  co 
death  for  his  infolent  behaviour  to  his  Aga.  This  laft  ftage  we  tra¬ 
velled  a  weft  courfe.  In  the  evening  we  allowed  ourlelves  a  bottle  of 
Madeira  to  the  remembrance  of  our  friends. 

A  quarter  before  twelve,  we  {truck  our  tents,  and  immediately  went  on,  J“b  lfi< 
advancing  all  night  over  one  of  the  fineft  plains  in  the  world;  at  leaft  what 
nature  intended  fhould  have  been  fuch,  the  foil  being  rich,  and  of  the  molt 
luxuriant  kind.  We  every  now  and  then  obferved  mounts,  fuch  as  thofe  we 
met  with  yefterday.  Our  courfe  upon  the  whole  of  this  ftage  was  W.  b.  N. 

At  fix  o’clock,  we  difcovered  the  Minaret  of  a  Mofque  in  Nijibin.  Several 
little  rivers  ran  through  the  plain  near  to  this  place,  coming  from  the  high 
hills  to  the  eaft.  As  we  drew  nearer,  we  were  ravilhed  with  the  fight  of- 
verdure,  and  ploughed  lands,  at  a  little  diftance  from  us.  The  green^  we, 
afterwards  found  to  be  a  feed  plant,  which  the  poorer  people  make  into 
bread  ;  they  call  the  feed  Nat  chile,  which  is  the  fame  as  what  with  us 
is  called  Indian  corn.  There  was  a  plough  at  work,  drawn  by  two  yoked 
oxen,  followed  by  a  man  who  guided  it ;  the  fhare  was  cafed  with  iron,  the 
foil  was  a  fine  deep  rich  mould,  but  neither  the  man  nor  beafts  teemed  to  la¬ 
bour  much. 


At 
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At  feven  in  the  morning,  we  got  to  Nifibin  *•  It  looked  pretty  at  a 
diftance,  being  feated  on  a  confiderable  eminence,  at  the  foot  of  which  runs  . 
a  river  formerly  called  the  Mygdonius,  with  a  ftone-bridge  of  eleven  arches 
built  over  it.  Juft  by  the  river,  at  the  foot  of  the  hill  ■  or  hills  (for  the 
town  is  feated  upon  two)  begin  the  ruins  of  a  once  more  flourishing  place, 
which  reach  quite  up  to  the  prefent  town.  From  every  part  of  this  place, 
the  moft  delightful  profpefts  would  appear,  were  but  the  foil  properly  cul¬ 
tivated  and  planted;  but  inftead  of  thofe  extenfive  woods  of  fruit-trees, 
which  'Rail-wolf  {peaks  of  as  growing  near  the  place  in  his  time,  we  could 
not  dilcover  above  thirty,  or  forty  ftraggling  ones  of  any  kind  ;  and  inftead 
of  that  great  extent  of  arable  land,  on  which  he  dwells  lo  much,  a  very 
inconfiderable  number  of  acres  are  now  remaining. 

This  is  one  of  the  many  towns  which  fo  feverely  fuffered  by  the  late  fa¬ 
mine.  It  loft  almoft  all  its  inhabitants,  either  by  death  or  defertion.  Of 
thofe  who  left  it,  and  furvived,  Tome  begin  to  return.  The  ftreets  pre- 
fented  us  with  many  wretches,  miferably  poor,  and  more  than  half-ftarved  ; 
they  now  greedily  devour  the  rind  of  cucumbers,  and  every  other  refufe  of 
food  thrown  out  into  the  highway.  We  purchafed  at  this  place,  bread, 
milk,  cucumbers,  and  pretty  good  mutton.  The  firft  article,  according  to 
our  fervant  Fro.ncifco’s  information,  ’  (who  was  here  about  fourteen  years 
ago)  Fas  rifen  in  price  near  four  thoufand  per  cent ;  at  that  time,  forty 
cakes -were  fold  for  one  Para ,  the  price  of  a  Angle  one  at  prefent. 

The  town  itfelf  is  defpicable,  the  ftreets  extremely  narrow,  and  the 
houfes,  even  thofe  which  are  of  ftone,  are  mean.  Our  Aga  fecured  us  a  good 
room  in  one  of  the  Katins.  The  late  'Muffelem  or  governor  of  Niftbin  is 
now  in  irons,  by  order  of  Solyman,  Bajha  of  Baghdad,  for  not  having  taken 
proper  care  in  efcorting  a  melienger  from  Stambcul  to  Baghdad,  who  in  con- 
fequence  of  the  governor’s  neglect,  was  rifled  by  the  Sanjacks. 

It  was  agreed  between  us  to  difpatch  a  letter  from  this  place  to  Mr. 
Drummond,  our  conful  at  Aleppo.  Accordingly  Mr.  Doidge  wrote  one,  and 
fent  it  by  a  fpecial  meffenger,  who  upon  delivering  it  in  feven  days  is  to 
be  paid  14  piaftres ;  but  if  he  fails  one-  day  only,  he  is  then  to  have  but 

*  “  pipits,  now  Kifilin,  a  midland  town  35  miles  from  the  Tygris  towards  Charrcs,  (or 
Hati-anJ  svas  heretofore  a  Very  confiderable  city  called  Antonia  Mjgdmia,  from  the  river  Myg- 
dmius  which -runs  through  it :  under  the  Romans  it  was  the  capital of  Mefipotamia  proper,  well 
defended  by  its  bifhop  in  Conftaniitidc  time  againft  the  Perpam,  but  taken  by  them  afterwards 
in  the  time  of  'Jwitdan.  In  its  prefent  date,  it  .is, the  feat, of  a  TttrktJhSmgidtk,  Hands  on  two 
(mall  hills,  and  makes  a  handfome  view  at  a  diflance,'  but  though  a  pretty  large!  town,  has 
but  a  forry  appearance,  when  you  come  into  it,  being  pitifully  builc.  The  land  about  it  is 
very  Fruitful  and  well  cultivated,  the  bufinefs  of  the  place  being  altogether  agriculture,  which 
the  good  foil  renders  very  profitable  to  cheat.  Their  orchards  and  corri-fieids,  efpecially  the 
former,  affording  great  profit  from  the  pomegranates,  figs,  cubebs,  &c.  which  they  fend  to 
foreign  parts;  and  fo  numerous  are  their  fruit-trees,  that  you  would  take  them  for  woods  of 
wild  ones.”  R/ujwolf. 
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five.  He  travels  on  foot,  and  goes  through  the  Sanjack  territories,  which 
is  a  much  Jhorter  way  than  that  we  fhall  take.  This  ftep  of  fending  a 
letter  by  exprefs,  we  judged  a  probable  means  of  fecuring  us  an  early  paf- 
fage  in  fome  ihip  from  Scandaroon  to  England. 

The  Tahkt-revan-gee  was  this  morning  imprifoned  by  the  governor 
for  his  infolent  behaviour  to  the  Aga  yefterday,  but  was  releafed  again 
before  night;  the  Aga  contented  himfelf  with  barely  convincing  hint”  of 
the  power  he  had  over  him.— A  rare  inftance  of  clemency  in  a  Turkijh 
officer. 

While  in  the  Kaun  I  ordered  our  interpreter  Francifco  to  enter  into  a  con- 
verfation  with  a  poor  Turk,  relative  to  the  late  famine  ;  and  the  account  he 
gave  of  it  was  dreadful  even  in  retrofpeftion.  This  poor  creature  in  his 
turn  afked  many  queftions  refpefting  the  probability  of  fuch  an  event, 
happening  in  our  country :  He  appeared  furprized  to  hear,  that  a  famine 
had  not  been  known  for  more  than  a  century',  or  hardly  heard  of  by  us 
and  was  in  the  utmoffc  amazement  to  find,  that  by  the  laws  of  England 
a  poor  man  could  not  ftarve,  fo  long  as  there  were  any  rich  to  provide 
him  with  food  and  raiment.  This  point,  relating  to  the  poors  laws,  fo 
ftruck  the  T urk,  that  with  clinched  hands,  and  eyes  fixed  towards  heaven, 
he  for  awhile  feemed  employed  in  ejaculatory  prayer:  at  laft,  he  gravely,, 
but  with  confidence  replied,  “  The  happinefs  of  this  world  is  yours :  Our’s ,  in 
“  a  future  fate.” 

The  great  Caravan  will  flay  here  three  or  four  days,  in  order  to  pay 
the  duties  due  to  government.  Twelve  of  the  principal  inhabitants  came 
from  Geraza  yefterday,  and  after  continuing  with  the  Caravan  a  fhort 
time,  went  back  again.  Thefe  were  officers  of  the  cuftoms,  to  prevent 
fmuggling. 

This  morning  an  exprefs  arrived,  which  confirmed  an  account  we  re¬ 
ceived  yefterday  from  fome  poor  women  who  were  in  the  rear  of  the  Ca¬ 
ravan  ;  that  “  early  the  Sunday  morning,  being  fome  miles  behind,  they  faw 
about  500  armed  men  both  horfe  and  foot,  from  the  Sanjack  country,  who 
on  coming  up  demanded  of  them  a  faithful  account,  whether  the  Caravan 
was  before  or  behind  ?  on  being  told  before,  they  were  greatly  enraged, 
and  rode  off.”  As  we  had  often  met  with  alarms  of  this  kind,  which 
turned  out  to  be  nothing  more  than  bugbears,  at  firft  we  gave.no  manner  of 
credit  to  it.  The  exprefs  was  fent  by  an  Arab  Sheick,  on  good  terms  with 
the  government,  who  advifed,  that  the  Stmjacks  difappointed  at  the  efcape 
of  the  Caravan,  had  turned  their  fury  on  him,  alledging  that  their  unfuc- 
cefsful  expedition  had  been  owing  to  the  falfe.  information  which  he  had^ given 
them :  the  Sheick  prayed  the  government  to  fend  him  immediate  help  lor  the 
recovery  of  his  flock,  and  300  cavalry  are  this  moment  fet  off  for  that  pur- 
poie. 

X  x  I  learned 
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iycS.  I  learned  laft  night,  that  at  the  foot  of  one  of  the  Ccardifian  mountains, 
JZ-L,  were  ftill  a  few  gardens  in  fome  fort  of  order,  particularly  one  which-  is 
called  an  hermitage,  and  belonged  once  to  a  Chrijlian  Patriarch ;  the  houfe  is 
in  ruins,  but  fome  of  the  trees  remain.  Upon  hearing  this,  I  ordered  a  per- 
fon  to  be  fent  to  the  fpot ;  but  he  returned  with  only  a  plate  of  walnuts,  and 
they  not  quite  ripe. 

Saturday  night  laft,  about  eleven  o’clock,  I  was  taken  with  a  fmall  fhiver- 
ing  and  yawning,  which  i'oon  went  off;  but  the  next  evening  about  feven 
o’clock  I  found  a  tightnefs  on  the  abdomen,  with  fome  bilious  twitchings 
about  the  duds  of  the  gall  bladder :  all  my  joints  fo  ached  that  I  was  not 
able  to  {land,  or  walk,  but  with  pain  and  difficulty.  I  laid  myfeif  down  in. 
hopes  of  fleep,  and  found  that  pollute  the  moll  agreeable ;  but  the  per¬ 
plexity  from  the  Mufcbetos  (which  are  now  again  become  troubiefome)  and’ 
from  a  flie,  which  though  fo  fmall  as  fcarcely  to  be  perceived,  yet  leaves 
a  fling  behind  not  much  Iefs  painful  than  that  of  the  Mufcheto ,  added  to 
the  fatigue  of  my  complaint,  made  the  night  pafs  very  uncomfortably. 
This  morning  I  was  in  fome  meafure  relieved  by  a  difcharge  of  bile;  and: 
in  the  evening  took  an  Ipecacuana  vomit,  which  was  of  great  fervice.. 

As  I  could  not  on  this  account  accompany  my  brethren  about  the  town, 
and  its  mins,  I  muft  therefore  infert  here  fome  notes  made  by  the  other 
gentlemen,  in  our  common  journal.  “  Here  is  a  building  that  has- fome- 
“  what  of  the  appearance  of  a  caftle,  but  we  faw  no  guns  mounted  on  it.. 
“  There  is  alfo  a  ftofie  Msfqui  with  a  Minaret  and  a  iittk  way  to  the 
“  eaftward  of  the  town,  is  an  old  Chriftian  church,  which  'muft  once  have 
“  been  a  very  large  and  noble  building  by  the  remains :  two  capitals  of 
“  pillars,  which  fupported  an  handfome  arch,  are  to  be  feen  above  ground,; 
“  and  a  fmall  part  of  the  arch  is  ftill  remaining  ;  but  the  piilars  are  buried 
“  under  the  ruins.  About  100  yards  from  the  church  are  five-  large  co- 
“  lum-ns  of  the  Corinthian,  order,,  the  greateft  part  of  which  are  alfo  buried 
“  thefe  they  tell  you  were  once  part  of  the  building,  and  it  is  not 
“  improbable  but  in  the  time  of  the  Romans  it  might  have  been  a; 
“  temple." 

At  half  paft  eight  in  the  evening,,  we  left  Nijibin and’ the  great  Caravan v 
taking  with  us.  twenty  foot  foldiers ;  two  companies  of  cavalry  joined  us 
likewife,  who  are  going  to  Merdin.  At  ten  we  pafled  a  ruin-  on  the  right,. 
Serka  called  .Serka  Kautr,  and  at  five  in  the  morning,  another  to  the  left.  The 

Kaun..  country  hath  the  fame  face  as  what  we  latelV  paired,  £Tear  Nijibin  we 

July  18.  pafled  feveral  runs  of  water. 

This  night,  a  falfe  alarm  was  given  to  our  little  Caravan ■  of  robbers, 
being  in  fight,  which  put  us  all  on  our  guard;  but  there  feemed  to  be  nos 
foundation-  for  it,,  it  was  rather  a  piece  of  pleafantry  by  our  Tv.r&Jh  foldiers. 

2  '  A  little. 
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A  little  before  day-light,  the  mountain  on  which  Merdin  (lands,  was  (hewn 
to  fuch  of  our  party  as  were  not  in  the  Takht  Revans,  and  at  the  morning 
dawn  the  buildings  appeared.  The  city  looked  large,  and  of  difficult  ac- 
cefs,  diftant  from  us  about  five  mile?.  At  fix  we  put  up  at  a  very  forry 
village  called  Arin,  having  travelled  near  nine  hours,  about  a  W.  b.  N. 
courfe. 

In  this  village  we  faw  a  thotifand  marks  of  poverty,  defolation,  and  dif- 
trefs.  At  the  very  entrance  of  it,  two  human  (keletons  almoft  entire,  pre¬ 
sented  themfelves  to  our  view -,  the  bodies  mud  either  have  been  thrown, 
or  perhaps  dropt  down  dead  here  during  the  famine,  and  the  f!e(h  devoured 
by  the  beads  of  the  field,  or  the  birds  of  the  air.  T wo  other  villages  are 
in  fight :  one  lies  N.  N.  W.  four  or  five  miles ;  the  other  wed  fix  miles. 
This  lad  is  called  Cojafur.  —  A  fine  plain  for  many  miles  is  in  fight, 
pretty  well  cultivated,  and  this  year  has  given  to  it  a  tolerable  crop  of 
corn. 

Our  Aga  took  no  red  after  this  dage,  but  rode  on  to  Merdin  to  folicit 
the  governor  for  a  guard  to  efcort  us  to  Urfa.  He  returned  in  the  even¬ 
ing,  with  Francifco,  whom  we  had  fent  to  Pere  Eugene  with  a  letter 
from  our  friend  the  bidiop  of  Babylon,  and  another  from  Mr.  Garden.  The 
former  brought  back  the  compliments  of  the  governor,  with  many  affurances 
of  veneration  and  edeem.  Our  fervant  delivered  us  three  letters  in  French 
from  Pere  Eugene,  the  purport  of  which,  and  a  meffage  that  attended  them, 
was,  “  That  he  had  waited  upon  the  governor^  who  was  very  ready 
to  grant  us  forty  or  fifty  foldiers,  the  whole  that  he  could  fpare  ;  but 
that  he  was  very  diffident,  whether  fo  fmall  a  number  was  iufficient  to  enfure 
our  fafety,  as  he  had  certain  information  that  four  tribes  of  Arabs  having 
heard  of  our  coming  this  way,  and  that  we  were  very  richly  laden,  were 
lying  in  wait  on  purpofe  to  intercept  us.  He  therefore  adviied  us  by  all 
means  either  to  wait  for  the  coming  up  of  the  great  Caravan  from  Moful, 
or  to  let  out  for  Diarbekir  this  very  night,  as  by  much  the  fafed  road-,  and 
as  we  carried  with  us  a  letter  of  recommendation  to  the  of  this  lad 

place,  who  was  going  for  Aleppo  next  Friday ,  he  drongly  recommended 
us  to  put  ourfclves  under  his  protection.”  *  Such  were  the  principal  contents 


*  The  following  is  a  copy  of  the  father’s  third  letter. 


‘  Le  governeur  repond  que  volontier  il  dontiera  quarente  ou  cinquante  foldats,  ma 
ae  repond  pas  des  inconveniens  qui  peuvent  arrivcr  en  cheimn  ;  que  ft  vous  voulez  a 
ia  Carai-ane  oa  prendre  ie  chemin  de  Diarhkir  il  feroit  plus  fore  et  vous  fairoir  c< 
1  Diarbekir  fans  crainte,  de  la  vous  partez  par  Orfa,  6’Orfa  a  Jltp.  Voyez  Monfr. 
mus  vous  determinez.  Je  come  qu’il  feroit  plus  fur  de  vous  porter  a  Martin  i 
imermineronsietout.  P.  EUGENE.” 
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of  father  Eugene's  three  letters,  from  whence  we  plainly  perceived  the  necef- 
fity  of  our  going  at  laft  by  Diarbekir,  which  place  we  had  always  refolved- 
to  avoid. 


I  was  informed  here,  that  a  linen  and  filk  manufactory  is  carried  on  at: 
Merdin ;  and  that  the  inhabitants  make  and  fell  great  quantities  of  turbans,, 
and  many  other  parts  of  drefs.  The  foil  about  the  place  is  very  rich,  and- 
yields  good  wheat,  part  of  which  is  fent  to  other  markets.  We  got  from 
the  city  pretty  good  beef,  bread,  milk,  a  little  butter,  a  few  fowls,  fome 
grape-juice,  apples,  cherries,  and  plumbs ;  thefe  are  now  in  feafon :  The 
environs  abound  in  gardens  of  good  fruit,  though  perhaps  lefs  now  than 
formerly.  It  is  remarkable  that  from  Hilla  to  Baghdad,  and  from  Baghdad 
to  Merdin,  not  fix  trees  are  to  be  feen,  but  what  are  in  private  gardens,  or 
on  the  tops  of  high  mountains.  Both  Merdin  and  Nifibin,  although  in  the 
Bajhaiic  of  Moful,  are  under  the  jurifdi&ion  of  the  Bajha  of  Baghdad,  and 
■  their  refpeftive  governors  are  appointed  by  him.  On  four  neighbouring, 
mounts,  the  ruins  of  as  many  Chrifiian  monafteries  are  ftill  vifible.  'The 
caftle  at  Merdin  was  built  by  Chriftiam :  The  famous  Tamerlane,  befieged 
it  feven  years  before  he  took  it,  nor  would  it  then  have  furrendered,  had. 
not  the  befieged  been  in  want  of  provilions.  We  are  told,  excellent  water, 
is  to  be  had  here.  Merdin,  by  an  obfervation  taken  by  Mr.  Jims,  lies  in 
370  r8' north  latitude. 

Alexander  M'lntofo  all  the  laft  night,  though  better  of  his  flux,  was  very, 
ill  with  a  fever,  thirft,  pain  in  his  bowels,  difficulty  in  making  water,., 
and  bloody  ftools.  .  He  was  bled  twice  yefterday,  fomented,  and  had 
nitrous  powders,  (sfc.  He  had  not  carefully  obferved  that  regimen  which, 
was  recommended  to  him,  but  indeed  a  very  irregular  kind  of  life  we. 
all  are  forced  to  lead  at  prefent.  Our  appetites  are  gone,  though  the  air 
(particularly  while  we  are  under  cover)  is  not  fo  violently  hot. as  we.  have: 


P.  S.  “  Nous  avons  parle  avec  le  gouverneur,  il  m’a  repondu,  que  volontier  it  donera 
*l  tous  les  foldats  que  vous  defirez  :  mais  qu’il  vous  confeille  de  prendre  le  chemin  de  D’.ar- 
"  iikir  qui  eft  le  plus  fur :  que  vous  avez  le  Bujurdi  pour  le  Pacha  de  Diarbekir,  qui  part  pour 
“  gl‘P  ver.dredi  procllain :  que  d’ici,  il  vous  donnera  tous  les  foldats  neceffaires  pour  cela 
“  jufque  de  Mofil.  — - —  Monfr.  notre  governeur  apres  avoir  foupe  enfemble,  m’a  dit  de  vou* 
*'  ccrire,  de  vous  prier,  et  vous  exhorter  de  partir  ce  foir  pour  Diarbekir,  qu’il  n’y  a  point 
“  de  voie  plus  fur,  et  comme  il  doit  repondre  de  vos  perfonnes,  il  vous  fait  des  nouvelles  in- 
“  ftantes.  Attendu  que  vendredi  prochain  le  Paoixs  doit  parter  de  Diarbekir  pour  Alep,  oil 
”  ileft  Pacha.  De  occur  r  * 

Votre  Devoue  Serviteur-i 

P.  EUGENE. 

The  verhal  mcfiagewasconveyed  in  thefe  words 


"  The  governor’s  anxiety  for  your  departing  immediately,  is  owing  to  certain  intelligence 
“  which  he  has  juft  received,  that  four  tribes  of  Jrabi  are  lying  in  wait  purpofcly  to  intercept 
"  >’oui  they  having  received  an  information  that  you  and  your  party  are  richly  laden.” 


before 
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before  found  it.  The  laft  night  was  cloudy,  with  thunder,  lightning,  and 
rain  :  The  effects  of  the  laft,  were  unfpeakably  comfortable  to  us. 

We- long  earneftly  for  the  fight _ofi  our  countrymen  at  Aleppo;  where  we 
hope  to  find  good  wine,  and  well-dreffed  food,  and  ta  recover  our  loft 
appetites. — Poor  Mr.  Pigot  declares,  that  were  he  to  be  made  emperor  of 
all  the  countries  we  have  pafied  through,  with  the  addition  of  both  the 
Indies  as  a  reward,  he  would  not  for.fo  valuable  a- confideradon  undertake 
this  journey  a  fecond  time.. 


€  H  A  P. 
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CHAP.  VI. 


Occurrences  on  the  road  from  Merdin  to  Diarbekir,  with  a  defcriptioH  of  that 
city. — Account  of  the  famine  there. — We  leave  Diarbekir,  and  join  the  Baffia 
Abdallah.  Face  of  the  country  we  travel  over. — Account  of  feme  Arabs  and 
their  flocks.  The  Baiba’s  deportment  to  us. — We  arrive  at  Bir;  Defcription 
of  that  city. — Obfervations  in  our  journey  from  that  place  to  Sajuera  and 
Aleppo, 


1 75 8-  *  BoUT  half  paft  fix. in  the  evening  we  left  Arin,  and  travelled  towards 

'jUuTToT'  Merdin.  In  two  hours  we  got  near  the  foot  of  the  mountain  on 

which  that  city  Hands ;  and  paffed  by  another  dead  human  body  lying  in  the 
road,  very  much  torn  .  either  by  wild  beafts,  or  the  fowls  of  heaven.  The 
cartilages  were  quite  frefh,  and  part  of  the  ragged  covering  {till  remained. 
On  the  left  hand  leading  up  to  the  mount  of  Merdin ,  are  the  remains  of 
a  final!  town.  We  left  Merdin  on  our  right,  and  from  eight  to  ten  we  were 
■afeending  the  Courdijlan  hills,  over  fome  parts  of  which  we  had  great  diffi¬ 
culty  to  get  our  Takht  Revans ,  the  roads  being  narrow  and  rocky. 

From  Arin  to  the  mountain  of  Merdin ,  we  marched  five  miles  a  N.  N.  W. 
•courfe  ;  for  the  next  two  hours  a  N.  eafterly  one,  over  a  very  mountainous 
July  2o.  country;  and  from  twelve  at  night  to  four  in  the  morning,  we  travelled 
a  courle  from  N.  W.  to  N.  E,  changing  very  often  two,  three,  or  four 
points  of  the  compafs.  At  four  we  refted  in  a  pleafant  meadow  covered 
with  trefoil,  by  the  fide  of  a  beautiful  rivulet,  and  continued  there  fome 
hours.  The  frefh  recruit  .of  fpirits  we  received  on  breathing  the  cool  air 
of  the  mountains,  and  our  joy  in  palling  through  a  country  covered  every¬ 
where  with  fo  beautiful  a  verdure,  can  only  be  conceived  by  thofe  few 
Europeans,  who,  like  us,  have  travelled  over  this  fultry  part  of  the  world  in 
the  hotteft  feafon  of  the  year, 

At  eight  o’clock  we  renewed  our  march  through  a  molt  delightful  country 
of  pleafant  bufliy  hills  well-cultivated,  and  verdant  dales  interfered  with  many 

a  run- 
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a  running  ftream:  corn,  grafs,  trefoil,  wild  flowers,  and  fweet  fmelling  17 5ft. 
fhrubs,  grow  here  in  the  greateft  plenty.  Our  ears  were  continually  faluted  ' — v— 1 
with  the  cooing  of  the  dove,  the  melody  of  the  lark,  and  other  finging  birds, 
to  which  the  hawthorn,  the  poplar,  and  the  willow  afforded  fhelter.  But 
all  thefe  natural  beauties  were  greatly  enhanced  to  us  by  the  frefhneft  of 
the  air,  and  the  almoft  confknt  breezes  which  prevailed  here.  Thefe  were 
fo  extremely  grateful  and  refrefhing,  that  at  the  joyful  inftant,  we  could  not 
help  looking  upon  them  as  a  full  and  fufficient  recompence  for  ail  our  paft 
labour  and  fatigue,  The  command  of  this  pleafant  diftridt  is  lodged  in  a 
Sheick-Saleta,  who  is  a  Courd. 

At  twelve  at  noon  we  retted  in  a  valley  by  the  fide  of  another  running 
ftream,  not  far  from  a  village.  Here  we  got  fome  milk,  but  heard  a  very 
difagreeable  piece  of  news  by  a  traveller  from  Diarhekir-,  “  that  the  Bajha 
was  already  let  out  for  Aleppo ;  and  that  fince  his  departure,  the  road  be¬ 
tween  us  and  Diarhekir  had  been  infefted  by  a  company  of  banditti  confin¬ 
ing  of  5  or  600  men,  who  committed  all  kinds  of  outrages,  extorting 
whatever  they  wanted  from  the  feveral  villages,  and  plundering  every  pai- 
fenger  that  came  in  their  way.”  Our  Ago  had  heard  this  fome  hours 
before,  but  did  not  think  proper  to  acquaint  us  with  it  till  fix  o’clock 
in  the  evening,  when  he  came  with  Francifco  to  our  tent,  and  with  a  moft 
forrpwful  countenance  unbofomed  the  difagreeable  intelligence.  He  added, 
however,  that  he  was  not  without  hopes  the  whole  of  the  account  might 
be  falfe^  that  he  had  difpatched  a  perfon  to  a  narrow  pafs  before  us,  in 
order  to  get  farther  information,  and  who,  he  trufted  would  return  with  a 
good  account ;  but  if  not,  we  fhould  then  be  obliged  to  ftrike  out  of  the 
road  towards  our  left,  and  take  up  our  abode  in  a  village  in  the  moun¬ 
tains,  until  fuch  time  as  he  could  procure  a  proper  guard  to  conduit  U3 
in  fafety  to  Diarhekir.  This  news  alarmed  us  all  to  a  great  degree,  and 
threw  a  damp  over  thofe  flattering  hopes  which  we  had  krely  entertained^ 
of  being  in  ten  or  twelve  days  blefied  with  the  fight  and  converfation  of 
our  countrymen  at  Aleppo.  To  keep  up  our  fpirits  therefore  as  well  as 
we  could  under  fuch  alarming  circumftances,  we  allowed  onrielves  a  glals 
or  two  of  Madeira  wine,  though  our  whole  flock  was  now  reduced  to  tea 
bottles  of  this,  and  four  of  claret. 

About  nine,  the  Agd s  mefifenger  returned,  and  brought  advice,  that  there 
were  fome  armed  men  upon  the  road,  but  he  could  not  learn,  they  had 
committed  any  violence,  otherwife  than  by  exacting  provifions  for  their  own 
ufe,  from  the  feveral  towns  and  villages ;  and  that  in  all  probability 
they  were  troops  belonging  to  the  Bajha's  army,  lent  by  him  to  collect 
the  duties  due  to  government.  This  intelligence  railed  once  more  our 
drooping  fpirits,  and  we  determined  to  proceed  :  bur  to  avoid  an  ambuf- 
cade,  we  refolved  to  continue  where  we  were  till  two  or  three  the  next 
morning, 


About 
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About  eight  this  evening,  we  difeovered  the  moon  rifing  over  the  hills, 
almoft  totally  eclipfed,  being  only  illuminated  in  the  lower  limb,  in  appear¬ 
ance  about  the  twentieth  part  of  its  diameter.  In  half  an  hour  after,  it 
was  quite  clear.  We  afked  the  Turks,  what  this  appearance  meant  ?  they 
anfwered,  “  Some  portentous  event  1” 

At  the  hour  agreed  upon,  we  fet  off,  and  foon  met  a  company  of  travellers 
with  loaded  mules  and  affes  going  to  Merdinr,  among  them  was  a  Chocarda 
with  a  fervant  or  two  from  Diarbekir.  As  we  did  not  underftand  the  coun¬ 
try-language,,  we  kept  on,  leaving  the  Turks  and  Francifco  behind  to  pick 
up  intelligence.  In  a  few  minutes,  the  late  affrighted,  half-dead  Francifco , 
reanimated  by  the  account  which  had  been  given  him,  came  galloping  after 
us,  calling  aloud,  “  Courage  meffieursl  , point  de  crainte !  les  ioutes  font  de 
menfonges  !  le  chcmin  eft  net !  Courage  gentlemen  !  there’s  no  fear!  ’tis  all  a 
lye !  the  road  is  clear !'”  h  rom  whence  we  eafily  underftood,  intelligence 
had  been  given  him  of  no  robbers  being  on  the  road,  and  that  no  kind 
of  danger  was  to  be  apprehended  ;  which  upon  his  coming  up,  he  confirmed, 
as  foon  at  leaftas  his  extacy  of  joy  would  permit  him.  We  continued  there¬ 
fore  to  travel  over  the  mountains,  taking  a  north  courfe  ’till  feven  in 
the  morning,  when  we  met  with  a  Angle  Turk  on  horfeback,  who  informed 
us,  that  in  going  on  in  .the  road  to  JAarbekir,  as  we  were,  he  had  difeovered 
at  fome  diftance  to  the  right,  a  great  body  of  Arab  horfemen,  conlifting  of 
.about  700,  who  were  lying  in  wait  for  travellers,  and  thatco  prevent  their 
feeing  him  he  had  ftruck  away  to  the  left  of  the  road. 

Upon  receiving  this  frefh  piece  of  difagreeable  intelligence,  we  thought 
proper  alfo  to  quit  the  main  road,  wheeling  towards  the  left ;  our  Aga  at 
the  fame  time  putting  fpurs  to  his  horfe,  and  riding  off  to  the  right,  by 
way  of  reconnoitring,  leaving  the  whole  conduct  of  our  little  troop  to  the 
diferetion  of  Mfc  Pye ;  whom,  for  his  expert  behaviour  on  this  occafion,  we 
afterwards  dubbed  with  the  honourable  title  of  Captain  General.  We  could 
not  but  difapprove  of  our  Aga's.  behaviour,  which  though  well  intended, 
feemed  in  our  opinion  rather  calculated  for  making  a  dilcovery  of  us  to  the 


In  half  an  hour’s  time,  under  the  guidance  of  our  new  general,  we  got  to 
the  foot  of  a  village,  which  we  found  deferted  by  the  inhabitants  through 
fear  of  the  Arabs :  as  we  were  riding  heedlefly  on  towards  a  cultivated 
fpot  of  ground,  the  occupier  of  it  with  great  emotion  waved  his  hand  to 
us,  to  avoid  his  plantation ;  we,  fuppofing  that  every  thing  had  reference 
to  our  preftnt  danger,  concluded  he  meant  the  enemy  were  to  our  left, 
and  that  we  fhould  again  return  to  the  right.  Still  however  we  kept  on 
.through  the  corn,  ’till  we  got  up  very  near  to  the  farmer  ;  when  our  old 
truffy  Francifco  afked  him,  “  What  nevus  ?”  The  Turk  or  Courd,  enraged  at 
the  damage  done  to  his  crop,  put  his  hand  to  his  fword,  and  in  the  moft 
violent  palfion  replied,  “  The  news  be  had  for  Mm,  was,  that  he  would 
3  immediately 
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immediately  cut  off  his  head."— This  threat  was  the  f.nifhins?  ftroke  to  the  1758. 
poor  old  man’s  fpirits-,  he  trembled,  tried  to  make  an  apology,  but  could  v— J 

not  utter  a  word.  We  faw  the  confufion  he  was  in,  but  V.ot°underftanding 
the  country-language,^  were  for  a  little  while  at  a  lofs  to  guefs  what  could  be 
the  occafion  of  it.  The  Turkijh  farmer,  whofe  anger  we  foon  found  means 
to  appeafe,  confirmed  to  us  the  account  we  had  received  of  the  Arab  horfe 
being  to  the  right  of  us  ;  but  as  by  keeping  to  the  left  of  the  road  we 
.had  ,rhe  good  fortune  to  fee  nothing  of  them,  we  concluded,  that  they  had 
retired  towards  the  river  (on  whofe  banks  there  is  fome  covc-r)  to  avoid  the 
iheat  of  the  day.  When  the  affair  was  over,  I  told  Francifco,  that  I  had 
^reafon  to  think  him  a  very  honeft  man,  but  was  perfuaded  he  was  a  bad 
foldier  ;  he  readily  afiented  to  the  truth,  heartily  wilhing  himfelf  and  ail 
of  us  fafe  in  Aleppo :  he  moreover  declared,  that  this  was  the  molt  perilous 
journey  he  had  ever  made  with  European  gentlemen,  and  that  it  ihould  be 
the  laft. 

We  continued  on  our  way  for  Diarbekir :  before  we  got  to  that  city, 
we  crofted  an  arm  of  the  Tygris,  and  afterwards  the  Tygris  itfelf  twice. 

The  firft  time,  we  did  it  by  a  ftone-bridge  of  five  arches,  the  laft,  by 
another  bridge  of  ten.  It  was  about  nine  in  the  morning  when  we  firft 
faw  from  the  high  mountains  the  city  of  Diarbekir,  then  diftant  from 
11s  about  fourteen  miles.  We  continued  from  that  time  to  leave  the 
heights,  and  travelling  north,  we  reached  the  village  of  Hallipoi  about  half 
a  mile  from  Diarbekir,  at  two  in  the  afternoon,  after  a. march  of  near  13  Diarbeku,.' 
hours,  and  the  greateft  part  of  it  in  the  heat  of  the  day.  We  put  up  at 
a  good  houfe  belonging  to  a  relation  of  Ofman,  a  very  civil  young  Turk , 
and  our  fellow-traveller  from  Baghdad. 

Our  fervant  MIntoJh  (now  in  a  fair  way  of  recovery)  having  for  fome 
Time  paft  had  pofiefiion  of  one  of  the  Takht  Revans,  our  reliefs  in  the 
other  were  but  feldom.  The  wind  indeed  being  cooler  now  than  what  we 
had  experienced  ten  days  ago,  we  did  not  fuffer  fo  much  from  the  heat  as 
we  otherwife  (hould  have  done :  however,  my  fpirits  were  quite  exhausted, 
and  I  wanted  fome  other  meat  and  drink  befides  bifeuit  and  water.  In  the 
latter  part  of  this  day’s  journey,  I  rode  in  the  Takht  Revan  three  hours;  one 
hour  was  in  my  own  proper  turn,  one  in  Mr.  Doidge' s,  and  the  other  in 
Mr.  Alms' s,  who  bearing  the  fatigue  better  than  myfelf,  were  fo  obliging 
as  to  infill  upon  my  doing  it. 

In  the  evening,  compliments  were  fent  to  us  out  of  the  city  from  the 
Muffblem  and  treafurer.  The  firft  will  have  the  command  here,  as  foon 
as  Abdallah  Bajha  lhall  let  out  for  Aleppo,  who  fortunately  for  us  is  not  gone, 
and  will  depart  on  Monday  next.  His  tents  are  all  pitched  without  the  city, 
and  make  a  gay  appearance  :  that  which  is  intended  for  his  own  perfon,  we 
diftinguiflied  by  the  gilded  ball. 


Yy 


This 
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This  morning  our  Aga  went  into  the  city,  and  delivered  a  letter  to  the 
Fabler-,  leaving  another  for  the  Bafia.  The  Kahier  enquired  civilly  after 
our  healths,'  hoped  we  were  not  greatly  fatigued,  offered  his  beft_  fervices, 
&c.,  and  allured  the  Aga  chat  he  fhould  look  upon  us  as  part  of  his  own 
family  in  the  journey  to  Aleppo.  He  defired  his  con  pliments,  and  recom¬ 
mended  it  to  him  to  wait  on  Abdallah  Bajha  in  the  evening.  Mr.  Pye.  and 
I  were  half  poifoned  to-day  by  drinking  too  freely  of  a  bowl  of  wine  and 
water,  into  which  through  miffake,  we  put  Alum  inftead  of  fugar.  We 
were  both  lo  much  affedted  by  ir,  as  to  be  obliged  to  take  a  vomir,  which 
greatly  relieved  us. 

In  the  evening,  Abdallah  Bafloa  fent  for  our  Aga,  and  after  the  common 
compliments  had  palled  between  them,  in  refpect  to  us,  he  afked  how  we 
propofed  to  travel  ?  whether  in  his  train,  or  feparately  ?  adding,  if  we  chofe 
the  latter,  that  he  would  fpeak  to  the  Muffolem  to  give  orders  for  fome 
troops  to  efcort  us.  On  being  told,  that  we  came  this  way  on  purpofe  to 
accompany  him,  he  replied,  “  that  we  lhould  be  of  the  family  of 
his  chief  Chrifiian  officers  among  whom  we  find,  are  his  treafurer,  cham¬ 
berlain,  and  fome  others.  He  carried  his  complaifance  fo  far,  as  to 
afk  whether  we  had  tents,  mules,  &c.  fit  for  the  journey,  faying,  if  we 
had  not,  he  would  himfelf  give  orders  that  we  iliould  be  fupplied  with 
them. 

The  French  mifiionaries  fent  us  a  little  brandy,  and  fome  country- 
made  wine  ;  and  were  fo  obliging  as  to  fet  their  {fill  to  work,  to  make  us 
a  few  bottles  more  of  the  firft. — We  find  a  little  brandy  in  milk,  the  heft 
cordial,  and  the  moft  wholefome  food  we  can  get. — This  evening  we  re¬ 
membered  our  families  and  friends  in  a  bowl  of  it.  We  put  into  the  hands 
of  a  French  father  (who  came  this  evening  to  invite  us  to  take  up  our 
habitation  with  him  and  his  brethren)  a  letter  of  credit  which  we  received 
from  Cujee  Raphael  at  Baghdad  for  5000  piaftres,  on  our  draughts' 
upon  Aleppo  or  Conftanlinopie.  It  was  drawn  by  Cuttal  Aga-  on  Hajfen  Ef- 
fendi  in  this  city.  The  father  was  very  hearty  in  his  affurances  of  giving 
11s  all  the  alfiftance  in  his  power  )  and  the  behaviour  of  individuals  in  a 
war  between  two  nations,  becoming  a  principal  part  of  our  conversation, 
the  good  father  expreffed  himfelf  much  after  this  manner  :  “  That  we  were 
“■  all  naturally  brethren,  and  though  kings  and  rulers  made  war,  yet  the 
“  obligations  between  man  and  man  were  by  no  means  diffolved  by  it: 
“  that  it  was  our  duty  to  pray  God  to  give  peace  to  all  his  people,  and 
“  when  the  obligations  we  owed  the  public  did  not  render  it  irhpoffible, 
“  that  good  offices  and  brotherly  kindnefs  fhot&jd  prevail  between  the  in- 
et  dividuals  of  each  nation  even  in  the  midft  ofwar-,  and  how  much  more 
“  ought  this  {pint  of  benevolence  to  be  cherifhed  by  us,  when  by  fo 
“  extraordinary  a  dunce,  Europeans  and  ie\hw'-Chri!Hans  met  in  fo  diftant 
.“  span  of  Afiar 
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lhould  not  be  able  to  return  in  proper  time  to 
city.  He  made  an  apology  for  his  being  abfe 
allured  us,  that  this  delay  had  been  entirely  owi 
he  had  met  with,  and  the  diftrefs  of  mind  he  v 
He  in  (hort  told  us,  that  Hajfin  Effendi  could 
money, 


■enter  the  gates  of  the 
fo  long  from  us,  but 
to  the  difappointment 


We  were  exceedingly  chagrined,  as  well  as  difpleafed  at  this  piece  of  in¬ 
telligence,  and  talked  of  complaining  to  the  Baflia.  The  good  father  re¬ 
plied,  “  I  have  already  threatned  the  Effendi ,  but  he  has  convinced  me,  that 
fuch  a  procedure  will  not  be  attended  with  any  good  confequence ;  fince  the 
blame  cannot  with  any  kind  of  juftice  be  laid  upon  him,  but  rather  on  Cojet. 
Raphael  your  pretended  friend  at  Baghdad.,  whofe  letter  exprefles  no  more  than 
this :  “  Sir,  Five  Engli[h  gentlemen  coming  your  way,  if  they  Ihould 
“  want  money,  and  you  can  fupply  them,  or  can  prevail  on  any  of  your 
“  friends  to  do  it,  their  bills  drawn  on  their  countrymen  at  Siamboul,  or 
“  Aleppo,  to  the  amount  of  5000  piaftres,  will  be  Me-,  and  you  therein  will 


Yours,  &c. 

CtTTTAI.  Aca.” 


“  Now,  gentlemen,  (added  the  father)  the  Effendi  fays,  and  I  believe  him, 
that  he  cannot  fupply  you  with  cafh.  himfelf,  neither  does  he  know  of  any 
other  perfon  in  Diarbekir  that  can,  to  fuch  a  ftate  of  poverty  are  the  inhabi¬ 
tants  in  general  reduced  •,  and  he  moreover  defired  me  to  allure  you  that  he 
has  no  effedts  of  the  letter-writer  in  his  hands.” 

A  ftroke  fo  fudden  and  unexpefted  as  this  was,  ftruck  us  with  con.- 
fternation  little  lefs  than  defpair ;  we  ftood  looking  upon  one  another  unable  to 
make  the  leaft  reply.  As  we  had  not  among  us  all  above  ten  piaftres  left, 
there  appeared  to  be  no  other  rel'ource,  but  dil'pofing  of.  our  watches, 
buckles,  and  whatever  other  trinkets  we  could  mufter.  The  kind  father 
however  did  not  permit  us  to  continue  long  in  this  painful  ftate  ;  but  told 
us,  that  he  and  his  brethren  had  been  all  over  the  city,  endeavouring  to 
raife  a  friend  to  fupport  us  in  our  prefent  exigencies,  and  at  iaft  had  in  fome 
meafure  fucceeded.  At  the  fame  time  he  called  upon  a  perfon  whom  he 
had  brought  with  him,  to  draw  nearer  to  11s.  “  This  good  man,  fays  the 

miflionary  (pointing  to  his  companion)  has  given  us  his  word,  that  he  will 
immediately  advance  you  200  piaftres,.  which  will  be  enough  for  the  prefent, 
and  he  will  from  time  to  time  on  the  road  to  Aleppo,  fupply  you  with  whatever 
calh  you  (hall  ftand  in  need  of.  He  is  a  country  Chriftian,  and  goes  with 
the  Bajha The  great  degree  of  joy  which  this  acceptable  piece  of  news 
gave  us,  the  reader  may  more  eafily  conceive,  than  I  exprefs.  The 
Cbrijiian  laid  down  the  200  piaftres,  and  confirmed  the  promife  he  had 
made  to  the  fathers,  relative  to  our  future  wants.  So  that  to  the  good 
3  offices 
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offices  of  theft:  worthy  men,  we  owe  our.  not  being  reduced  to  the  ver,-  er-  1758. 

that  we  might  otherwife  have  fuffered. — M'iuUlh  is  new  on  the  recover.- 
Benjamin  Jenkins,  the  night  before  laft  1,  u  a  ,  -i  i  r  r  ,o~  e.  ,, 
paft  Mr.  Doidgs’s  rheumatifm  in  the  fhoukki  ha  ,  o ^  ,  ,  _r 

it  obliged  him  to  put  the  arm  into  a  (ling  Mi  P^  1  ut  n,  -  .  ij  1 
greatly  fatigued.  Mdfieurs  Pye,  Aims,  and  felt,  are  pretty  well,  our  nave 
not  yet  recovered  our  loft  appetites. 


Diarbeiir  is  a  large  and  well-fortified  city,  defended  by  baftiens  and  tur¬ 
rets  *  after  the  Furkijh  manner.  It  has  about  twelve  Mcfqv.ss  with  Minarets. 
The  former,  we  are  told,  were  originally  Chrijlian  churches.  The  houfes, 
for  the  mod  part,  are  built  of  a  grey  moor-ftone.  .The  city,  about  two 
years  ago  was  very  populous,  its  inhabitants  amounting  to  four  hundred 
thoufand  fouls;  but  in  the  laft  year,  three  hundred  thoulana  died,  either  by- 
cold  or  famine.  The  Chrifiiam  refiding  in  .  the  city  before  this  calamity, 
were  reckoned  to  amount  to  26,000,  of  whom  20,000  died..  This  account 
•we  had  from  one  of  the  French  miffionaries,  a  Capuchin,  who  alfo  faid,  that  ■: 
before  the  famine,  the  city  contained  60,000  fighting  men,  but  that  now 
they  are  not  able  to  mutter  10,000.  He  allures  us,  that  the  houfes  and 
ftreets,  nay  the  very  Mofques  were  filled  with  dead,  that,  every  part  of  the 
city  exhibited  a  dreadful  image  of  death,  and  that,  the  furviving  inhabi¬ 
tants  not  only  greedily  devoured  all  kinds  of  beafts,  brutes,  and  reptiles, 
but  alfo  were  obliged  to  feed  on  human  bodies.  Yet,  in  the  midft  of  this 
feene  of  horror,  the  Grandees  of  the  city  had  every  thing  in  plenty  ;  for 
they  had  taken  care  to  monopolize  vaft  quantities  of  corn,  which  they  fold 
out  to  the  other  inhabitants  at  moft  extravagant  prices,  and  thereby  acquired 
for  themfelves  immenfe  fortunes.  Corn  rofe  from  two  piaftres  a  meaiure 
to  50,  60,  and  even  70  in  the  fpace  of  fix  months.  The  father  added,  that 
the  very  fevere  winter  of  1756,  and  the  Lccujls  in  1757,  were  die  caufes 
of  this  dreadful  vifitation  :  for  by  reafon  of  the  former,  there  were  but  few 
acres  of  land  fown  with  corn ;  and  by  the  latter,  the  fmall  crop  they  had, 
was  in  a  great  uieafure  deftroyed.  He  {poke  of  the  feverity  of  that  winter 
in  terms  almoft  incredible  ;  that  it  was  common  to  fee  the  people  fall  down 
dead  in  the  ftreets  -,  that  he  himlelf  once  on  quitting  a  warm  room,  and 
going  into  the  open  air,  fell  down  motionlefs,  and  .that  his  brother  in  attempt- 
.  ing  to  affift  him,  met  with  the  fame  fate. 

This  account  of  the  effefts  of  cold  in  the  city  of  Diarbekir  (which,  ac¬ 
cording  to  an  obfervation  taken  by  Mr.  Alms,  lies  only  in  3S0  22'  north) 
feems  at  firft  very  furprjgjng ;  but  confidering  that  the  place  ftands  on  a 


*  Our  common  journal  fays,  “near6ot( 
with  a  large  Dome-,  there  are  no  guns  rr.our 
quite  overlooks  the  city,  and  commands  it. 
plain,  part  of  which  hath  this  year  been  for 


and  16  Mi/qutt  with  (lone  Minareu,  and  one 
the  walls.  To  the  eail  is  an  high  hill  which 
other  three  ftdes  are  open  to  a  fine  large 
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riling  ground  in  the  midft  of  an  extenfive  plain,  and  that  the  high  CttarMfts* 
mountains  lie  to  the  fouth  and  eaft  of  it,  and  the  Armenian  or  fturconumian 
to  the  north,  whofe  heads  are  always  covered  with  inow,  and  even  now  in 
'July  1  apply  the  city  with  ice  ;  it  will  not  appear  at  all  improbable,  that  in 
a  very  fevere  winter,  fitch  as  was  that  in  1756,  the  inhabitants  of  this  city 
Ihould  fo  feverely  feel  the  effects  of  it.  Befides,  fuel  mutt  have  been  ex¬ 
tremely  fcarce,  efpecially  among  the  poorer  fort,  as  nothing  of  this  kind  is 
produced  but  upon  the  mountains,  and  thele  lie  at  fuch  a  diftance,  that  the 
price  of  it  muft  thereby  be  greatly  enhanced. 

This  city  has  a  good  appearance  ;  it  is  pleafantly  fituatcd,  the  Tygris  run¬ 
ning  but  at  a  (mail  diftance  from  it.  The  bridge  of  ten  arches  is  faid  to 
have  been  built  by  the  order  of  Alexander  the  Great.  In  the  environs  are 
many  pleafant  Villas  with  gardens,  and  rivulets  running  by  them.  There 
are  aifo  vineyards,  of  .whole  fruits  the  Clmfiians  make  wine  and  fpirits. 
There  is  at  this  time  a  good  deal  of  arable  land  round  the  place,  but 
not  a  thoufandth  part  of  what  there  might  be,  the  foil  being  naturally 
very  rich. 

This  day,  early  in  the  morning,  the  Bajha  with  his  retinue  fet  off  from 
Diarbekir.  We  could  not  immediately  follow  him,  being  obliged  to  wait 
for  provilions  for  the  Aga  and  his  fervants,  for  our  beafts  and  horfes,-  and 
feveral  necefiaries  for  ourfelyes  •,  fo  that  it  was  pad  two  in  the  afternoon 
before  we  began  to  march.  In  the  mean  time  we  wrote  a  letter  to  the 
hofpitable  fathers,  thanking  them  in  the  moft  grateful  terms  for  the  re¬ 
peated  adts  of  friendship  they  had  conferred  upon  us,  and  defiring  the  fa¬ 
vour  of  their  names,  that  we  might  not  be  ignorant  of  the  perfons  to 
whom  vye  were  fo  much  obliged.  We  foon  had  the  fatisfaftion  to  receive 
an  anfwer  in  French ,  of  which  the  following  is  a  tranflation. 

“  Gentlemen,  Diarbekir,  24th,  July,  1758. 

“  I  have  received  the  honour  of  your  letter,  in  which  you  thank  us 
“  for  the  good  offices  which  we  have  done  you.  We  efteem  them  very 
“  trifling  for  perl'ons  of  your  diftinguiflied  merit.  We  fhould  have  been 
“  happy  had  it  been  in  our  power  to  have  rendered  you  fervices  of  more 
“  conl'equence ;  but  we  hope  you  will  take  the  will  for  the  deed.  In  re- 
“  ipect  to  our  names,  we  are  called,  Father  Jofeph  Marie  of  Cembray,  Fa- 
“  ther  Ives  of  Denny,  Father  Peter  Francis  of  Tousrain,  Father  Oener  of  Mau- 
“  beugs,  and  Brother  Alexander  of  Orleans.  We  are  at  prelent  five  here, 

“  but  two  of  us  muft  foon.  go  into  Perf.a ,  and  we  do  not  know  on  whom 
“  the  lot  may  fall. — We'  willi  you  an  happy  journey,  and  are  with  all 
“  poffible  refpedr, 

“  Gentlemen, 

“  Your  moft  humble, 

“  and  obedient  fervants, 

“  Father  Joseph  Marie, 

“  of  Cambray ,  Capuchin ,  &c.  &c.” 

5  On 
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£ 753-  painful  reparation*.  "We  could  not  help  looking  upon  this  tuneful  ;gold- 

"v-***1  finch,  as  a  fellow  citizen  who  had  kindly  flown  thus  far  to  bid  us  welcome, 
to  raife  our  drooping  fpirits,  and  fignify  to  us  that  we  were  drawing  nearer 
to  our  native  country,  that  land  of  liberty  after  which  we  had  fo  long  and 
fo  paffionately  fighed. 

July  26.  At  twelve  at  night  we  'decamped,  and  travelled  till  one  in  the  afternoon 
over  a  very  rocky,  hilly  country,  that  yielded  little  befides  thirties,  arti¬ 
chokes,  and  fome  wild  flowers,  particularly  the  Angle  white  and  red  holy- 
hock.  From  ten  in  the  morning  till,  one  in  the  afternoon,  the  heat  of 
the  fun  was  exceffive,  and  fatiguing  to  the  laft  degree.  At  eleven  we  palled 
Ikcisjc.  on  our  right  the  village  Incejftt,  ibut  it  is  fo  large  that  it  may  more 
■properly  be  ftilcd  a  town.  It  has  two  Mofques,  with  brick  minarets.  Near 
this  place  I  obferved  with,  great  pain  a  vaft  number  of  lick,  weak,  and 
lame  objefls.  Mr.  Pye,  with  difficulty  efcaped  from  being  forced  to  aft 
the  phyfician  and  forgeon.  Many  of  the  poor  wretches  applied  to  him  with 
great  earneftnefs,  and. would  fcarce  be  fatisfied  with  his  plea  of  ignorance. 
At  one  we  encamped  in  a  pleafant  valley,  near  a  good  ft  ream  of  water. 

This  day. we  met  feveral  travellers  going  to  Diarbekir. — A  party,  whom 
I  took  to  be  the  governor  and  chief  people  of  Incejftt,  came  out  to  compli¬ 
ment  the.  Bajha :  this  great  man,  we  believe  loitered  near  the  village,  in  order 
that,  prefents  might  be  made  him,  as  he  did  not  encamp  dll  near  four.- 

-  '7  2 7.  At  half  part  four  this  morning,  we  decamped,  and  went  weft,  and  W. 
■by  S.  for  four  hours  and  an  half.  Then  we  pitched  our  tents  by  a  run 
of  water,  having  before  eroded  two  rivulets.  The  road  to-day  was  rather 
rough,  though  much  fmoother  than  we  found  it  yefterday.  It  afforded  the 
fame  kind  of  plants  as  were  before  noticed. 

The  Bajha's  Haram,  or  female  part  of  his  train,  confifts  of  three 
7akbt  Renans,  and  five  covered  cages;  all  of  them  are  ornamented  ac¬ 
cording  to  the  rank  of  his  wives  and  their  attendants,  and  clofely  covered 
with  fcarlet  and  other  coloured  cloths :  They  do  not  encamp  till  two 
or  three  hours  after  us.  The  Haram,  and  its  bodyrguard,  precede  the 
Bajha  about  half  an  hour’s  march.  This  great  officer  always  enters  the 
.encampment  with  colours  flying,  and  mufic  playing,  which  is  made  up 

*  Neicio  qua  Sat  ah  Solum  dnlcedine  captos 

Ducit,  &  immemores  non  finit.effe  fui.  Ovid.  Epift.  ex  Ponto,  lib.  i. ' 
En  unquam  patrios  lor. go  poll  tempoie  fines 
Poll  aliquot,  mea  regna  videos,  mirabor  ariftas  > 

Vino.  Eel.. 1. 

Spercheofque,  &  virginibus  bacchata  Lacainis 
Ta.geta :  6,  qui  me  gelidis  in  vallibus  Hanoi 
Siftat,  &  ingeuti  lamorum  protegat  umbta ! 


Virg.  Georgic.  lib. 
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of  kettle-drums,  trumpets,  hautboys,  and  fifes. — He  is  of  the  higheft  rank,  175S. 
and  to  exprefs  his  dignity  has  three  horfe-rails  carried  in  his  train ;  one  of  '• 
which  is  always  with  the  van-guard. 

Being  in  want  of  meat,  and  having  but  little  money  in  our  pockets,  we 
were  obliged  to  fend  to  the  K '.ahier  for  another  fheep,  which  he  readily 
ordered  from  the  Bafha’s  flaughcer-tent.  Our  Aga  founded  the  Kahier  about 
our  quitting  the  Beftia’ s  train,  and  making  the  beft  of  our  way  to  Aleppo. 

He  would  not  confent  to  our  taking  this  ftep  at  prelent,  as  robbers  in  fmall 
companies  now  infeft  the  roads  ;  but  gave  us  hopes  however  of  being  per¬ 
mitted  to  leave  the  Bajha  two  days  hence,  taking  with  us  a  few  troops  for 

our  guard. - To-day  Francifco  borrowed  ten  fequins  for  us:  We  could 

not  forbear  uttering  a  thoufand  bad  wifhes  on  the  head  of  Cojee  Raphael , 
for  having  fo  grofsly  deceived  us  in  the  article  of  money,  which  above 
all  others  is  the  moft  important  in  this  country.  He  was  to  have  fup- 
plied  11s  with  as  much  as  we  pleafed,  by  order  and  on  the  account  of  Mr. 

Sha-zv,  to  whom  we  brought  unlimited  letters  of  credit  from  our  friends 
Meflrs.  Hough  and  Spencer  at  Bombay,  but  for  reafons  beft  known  to 
himfelf,  though  he  accepted  of  the  credit,  and  often  declared  that  we  Ihould 
have  every  thing  from  him  that  we  could  poffibly  need,  yet  was  fo  cru¬ 
elly  treacherous  as  to  fend  us  off  almoft  pennylefs,  advancing  only  500 
piaftres,  alluring  us  at  the  fame  time  that  yoc  would  be  quite  enough.  But 
what  fets  the  deceitfulnefs  of  this  man  in  a  ftronger  light,  is,  that  in 
a  converfation  which  he  had  with  our  Aga  on  the  {object,  before  we  left 
Baghdad ,  he  exprefsly  told  him,  that  it  was  neceffary  we  Ihould  carry  with 
us  1000  or  1200  piaftres;  which  fum,  by  woful  experience,  we  now  find 
is  the  leaft  we  ought  to  have  had.  It  is  therefore  manifeft,  that  he  knowingly 
deceived  us,  and  thereby  totally  cancelled  all  the  obligations  we  owed  him 
for  his  other  fervices. 

We  fet  out  this  morning  at  half  paft  two  o’clock,  and  travelled  leven  July  :J. 
hours  on  a  good  road  over  a  fertile  country,  or  what  at  leaft  might  be 
made  fo,  if  properly  cultivated.  In  our  whole  way  from  Biarbektr,  we 
have  had  on  our  right,  to  the  northward,  the  lurcorMnian  mountains. 

This  morning  we  joined  a  nation  of  moving  Arabs,  with  their  families  and 
numerous  flocks :  the  latter  were  made  up  of  the  fineft  Iheep,  and  moft 
hairy  goats  I  ever  beheld.  We  ufed  a  thoufand  entreaties  to  prevail  on  the 
owners  of  them  to  fell  one  of  each  fort,  but  could  not  fucceed.  The 
tails  of  the  Iheep  were  furprizingly  large  and  unwieldy ;  they  could  not 
weigh  lefs  than  from  20  to  40  pounds  each,  and  we  re  made  up  of  very 
fine  fat.  A  few  years  ago  I  law  fome  Iheep  with  very  large  tails  in  Bar - 
bary,  but  never  any  of  equal  fize  with  thefe,  whofe  weight  was  fuch,  that 
the  poor  creatures  could  not  run;  they  only  walked,  or  rather  waddled; 
and  their  very  heads  inclined  backwards,  probably  owing  to  their  enor¬ 
mous  tails.  The  he-goacs  belonging  to  this  Arab  flock,  had  horns  as 


-otind,  like  a  fine,  flowing  robe  *.  One  of  thele,  which  was 
domed  with  an  unufual  length  of  beard,  went  at  the  head  of  the 
fheep,  and  carried  a  bell  about  its  neck.  ^  Thefe  Arabs  were  juft 
:  of  the  Armenian  mountains,  and  for  the  fake  of  better  pafturage, 
ing  towards  the  banks  of  the  Euphrates. 


eight  o'clock  we  left  on  our  right  the  ruins  of  a  village  called 
>,  which  is  the  laft  in  the  province  of  Diarbekir.  About  two  miles 
□thward  of  thele  ruins,  there  is  another  village  of  the  fame  name 
nhabited,  but  this  laft  is  in  the  diftrid  of  Urfa  f ;  fo  that  after 
palTed  by  the  ruins  we  immediately  entered  into  Urja’s  Bajhalic. 
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the  Bajha  to  grant  us  an  efcort,  and  that  we  may.  be  permitted  to  make  the 
bed  of  our  way  to  Bir  in  the  beginning  of  the  night.  Our  Aga  undertook 
the  commiffion  with  reluftance,  but  we  pofitively  infilled  upon  his  doing  it. 
A  little  after  noon,  our  Aga  was  fent  for  by  the  Kahier:  We  took  it  for 
granted  that  his  intention  in  fending  for  him  was  to  deliver  to  him  the  Bajha's. 
permiffion  for  our  going  forwards,  and  we  made  ourfelves  not  a  little  happy 
at  the  thoughts  of  it;  but  at  his  return,  we  had  the  mortification  to  learn 
that  he  was  fent  for  to  prefent  the  Kahier' %  compliments  to  th tEngliJh  gentle¬ 
men,  and  to  defire  the  favour  of  them  to  fpare  one  of  their  Takht  Revans, 
for  the  ufe  of  a  lick  Cadi.  The  Aga,  without  waiting  for  an  anfwer  from 
us,  replied,  “  All  applications  of  that  fort  would  be  in  vain,  becaufe  one 
of  the  two  Takht  Revans  was,  and  had  been  for  fome  time,  totally  given  up 
to  the  lervice  of  their  fick  European  fervants  therefore,  but  one  remained 
for  the  relief  of  the  five  gentlemen,  who  were  not  themfelves  in  the  bell 
ftate  of  health,  and  moreover  were  quite  unaccuftomed  to  ride  in  the 
fun.” — The  Kahier  feeing  the  great  impropriety  of  the  meffage,  thought  fit 
to  drop  it. 

Our  Aga  did  not  negleft  this  favourable  opportunity  of  talking  to  the 
minifter  about  our  proceeding  immediately  to  Aleppo.  He  fet  before  him 
in  the  ftrongeft  light  the  neceflity  we  were  under  of  getting  to  Scanderoon 
as  foon  as  poffible,  and  begged  his  intereft  with  the  Bajha  to  permit  us  to. 
depart  with  a  proper  efcort  for  Aleppo  ;  making  it  plainly  appear  to.  him, 
by  that  means  we  fliould  fave  a  great  deal  of  what  otherwife  would,  be  loft 
time  :  for  he  obferved,  if  allowed  to  proceed  by  ourfelves,  we  could  with 
great  eafe  get  to  Bir  in  one  ftage  (being  only  eight  hours  journey)  which 
the  Bajha  with  his  numerous  retinue  would  make  two  of  at  leaft ;  and  the 
■whole  way  from  Bir  to  Aleppo,  would  take  us  only  three-  days,  whereas 
Abdallah  Bajha.  (exclufive  of  the  time  he  continued  at  Bir)  could  not  per¬ 
form  it  in  lefs  than  four.  In  anfwer  to  all  this,  the  Kahier  ftarted  many 
objections ;  the  principal  were,  the  roads  being  infefted  with  robbers,  and 
the  fatal  confequences  that  might  enfue  lhould  we  chance  to  be  attacked  by 
them.  He  defined  the  Aga  however  to  call  upon  him  again  in  the  even¬ 
ing,  by  which  time,  he  told  him,  he  fliould  be  able  to  acquaint  him.  more 
fully  witli  the  Bajha' s  fentiments. 

Early  in  the  evening  we  hurried  the  Aga  away,  and  by  fix  he  returned 
with  a  pofitive  refufal  from  the  Bajha-,  who  pleaded  in  excufe  for  his  non- 
compliance  with  our  requeft,  that  the  roads  were  full  of  deferters  from  the 
Bajha  of  Urfa's  foldiery,  who  having  quarrelled  with  their  matter  had  turned 
robbers ;  and  that  the  Bajha  himfelf  in  confequence  of  their  mutiny,  had 
withdrawn  himfelf  from  TJrfa,  where  he  apprehended  his  life  to  be  in  danger, 
and  had  retired  to  Bir,  as  a  place  of  fafety.  He  added,  that  we  were 
under  his  own  immediate  protection  by  a  very  particular  recommenda¬ 
tion  from  Solyman  Bajha,  and  therefore  that  he  was  anfwerable  for  all  the 

3  '  ill 
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ill  confequences  that  might  attend  any  indifcreet  procedure.  Thoroughly 
mortified  by  this  cruel  detention,  wearied  almoft  to  death  by  the  length  and 
fatiaue  of  our  journey,  anxious  to  arrive  at  Aleppo,  and  not  crediting  one 
half  of  what  had  been  told  us,  of  the  dangers  of  the  road  ;  we  in  plain  terms 
told  our  Aga  that  we  were  determined  to  go  on  by  ourfelves  without  a  guard, 
and  to  run  all  rifks  the  greateft  of  which  we  looked  upon  as  nothing,  com¬ 
pared  to  the  hazard  we  ran  of  lofing  our  paflage  from  Scanderoon  to  Eng¬ 
land,  by  the  unaccountably  flow  progrefs  we  at  prefent  made.  We  urged 
alfo  the  importance  of  our  public  difpatches,  and  peremptorily  infilled  on 
letting  out  this  very  night, 

The  convention  exceedingly  alarmed  the  Aga,  who  with  the  mod  vifible 
marks  of  concern*  told  us,  that  if  we  were  relblved  to  take  this  ftep,  it 
would  be  out  of  his  power  to  go  with  us,  for  the  Bajha' s  orders  were  pe¬ 
remptory,  and  fbould  he  prefume  to  break  through  them,  the  inevitable 
confequence  mull  be  the  lofing  of  his  head.  We  rejoined,  that  however 
forry  we  fbould  be  to  leave  him  behind  us,  yet  in  the  prefent  cafe  we  thought 
ourfelves  obliged  fo  to  do  •,  but  for  his  indemnification  with  the  Baftms 
Solyman  and  Abdallah,  we  would  write  him  a  letter,  which  was  as  follows : 

“  Sir, 

“  The  bufinefs  we  are  upon  in  refpedl  to  the  king  our  mailer  is  fo  pref- 
“  fing,  and  the  hazard  we  run'  of  miffing  the  opportunity  of  an  Englifir 
“  fhip  of  war  failing  from  Scanderoon,  fo  great,  that  we  are  obliged  to  ac- 
“  quaint  you,  we  mu  ft  run  all  rifks,  and  get  to  Aleppo  as  foon  as  poffible. 
ct  If  the  Bajha  therefore  will  not  permit  us  to  have  a  guard,  which  we 
“  defire  you  again  to  folicit,  we  muft  this  night  let  off  by  ourfelves  for 
“  Sir.  We  write  this  to  you  for  our  juftification  to  all  whom  it  may  con- 
“  cern,  but  particularly  our  own  King. 

To  Aga  Amada.  “  We  are.  Sir, 

“  &c.  &C.”- 

We  ordered  our  interpreter  to  explain  this  letter  to  the  Aga,  and  to  ex- 
prefs  to  him  the  lively  ienfe  we  had  of  his  great  care  over  us  during  the 
whole  journey,  affuring  him  withal,  that  on  his  arrival  at  Aleppo,  we  fhould 
take  him  by  the  hand  as  our  good  friend,  and  fbew  him  the  fame  token  of 
our  thankfulnefs,  as  if  he  had  accompanied  us  thither  ;  but  if  we  fhould 
have  quitted  that  city  before  his  arrival,  we  would  not  fail  to  leave  with. 
Conful  Drummond  the  proper  mark  of  our  gratitude,  from  whofe  hands  he 
would  be  fure  to  receive  it.  This  gave  him  an  opportunity  of  minutely  en¬ 
quiring  into  the  exadt  value  of  our  intended  prefent,  which  he  did  not  omit, 
faying,  “  How  fhall  I  be  able  co  judge  of  your  conful’s  rightly  delivering 
the  identical  fum  you  are  fo  kind  as  to  intend  me  ?” — We  withheld  trom. 
him  the  entire  gratification  of  his  wifhes  in  this  refpedt,  for  fome  little  fpace, 


[  358  ] 

and  only  anfivered  in  general,  that  the  Briiijh  canful  was  a  man  of  honour. 
We  prefentiy  added  however,  that  for  his  future  fecunty  we  fhould  reave  a 
letter  at  Aleppo  addreffed  to  him,  which,  on  his  prodt  c  a-  to  1  a  P  Qoa, 
would  not  only  juftify  his  whole  conduct  towards  us,  but  ano  expre:s  our 
thanks  for  his  ferviees,  and  intreat  his  acceptance  of  certain  tOKens  or  our 
efteem.  He  feemed  to  pay  great  attention  to  this  declaration,  and  made 
fome  civil  returns  to  it,  by  an  eafy  inclination  of  his  body;  but  ftul  fuch  a- 
Glare  of  diffidence  fat  on  his  brow,  that  we.  evidently  raw  .his  heart  was 
not  perfectly  at  eafe.  Knowing  the  inordinate  thirft  wmcn  even  tne  Deft 
among  the  Turks  have  for  money,  and  aftuated  befides  by  the  real  regard 
which  we  had  for  the  man,  we  could  not  defer  any  longer  telling  him,  that 
■our  prelent  would  not  fall  (liort  of  500  piaftres. — After  this  he  appeared 
very  well  latisfied. 

We  then  defired  him  to  fend  for  the  Mocha  and  Takht-revan-gee.  When 
they  came,  we  gave  them  to  underftand,  that  we  intended  to  let  off  this 
■very  night  at  twelve  o’clock  for  Bir  without  the  Bajha-,  and  ufed  every 
argument  we  could  think  of  to  perfuade  them  to  go  with  us.  But  they  too 
raifed  a  thoufand  difficulties,  telling  us,  that  exclufive  of  the  rifk  they  ran 
of  lofing  their  mules,  which  were  not  their  own,  they  did  not  dare  to  pro¬ 
ceed  without  the  Aga,  efpecially  after  what  had  paffed  between  him  and 
the  Kahier.  Upon  their  refufal,  we  held  a  Ihort  confukation  among  our- 
felves,  and  refolved  to  requeft  the  Aga  to  go  immediately  to  the  Kahier  with 
our  moil  refpeftful  compliments,  befeeching  him  to  give  us  leave  to  wait 
upon  him  with  our  interpreter.  He  would  fain  have  poftponed  it  till  the  morn¬ 
ing,  reafoning  with  great  propriety  on  the  unfeafonablenefs  of  the  hour  for 
waiting  upon  a  man  of  his  rank  ;  but  we  were  not  now  to  be  put  off,  plead¬ 
ing  in  our  turn  the  abfolute  neceffity  we  were  under  of  not  lofing  another 
moment  of  time  :  he  at  laft  yielded,  taking  with  him  Francifco.  They  did 
not  return  till  paft  ten,  and  then,  only  with  the  minifter’s  compliments 
and  prayers,  that  we  would  reft  fatisfied,  and  acquiefce  in  his  and  the 
Bafaa’s  wholefome  advice.  He  defired  them  to  affure  us,  rhe  road  was 
extremely  dangerous,  and  that  our  requeft  could  not  be  granted  with¬ 
out  the  moft  apparent  hazard;  adding,  that  if  we  were  r.obbed,  it  would  re¬ 
flect  great  dilhonour  not  only  upon  Abdallah  Bajha  who  had  .taken  us  under 
his  proteflion,  but  alfo  on  Solyman  Bajha  who  had  fo  ftrongly  recommended 
us ;  and  befides,  the  difference  of  time  between  going  by  ourfelves,  or 
with  the  Bajha ,  could  not  now  be  very  great,  and  he  'hoped  no  kind  of 
lofs  or  inconvenience  would  arife  from  it,  ' 

We  were  obliged  to  put  up  with  the  difappointment,  and  fo  repofed 
'  o.urlelves  once  more  on  our  cots  ;  it  being  impraftica'ble  for  us  to  fet  off,  as 
the  Kahier  by  this  time  had  denounced  a  punifhment  of  the  fevereft  kind 
on  all  our  country  attendants  who  Ihould  p.refume  to  go  with  us.  However, 
we  had  taken  care  to  difpatch  a  melfenger  to  Bir,  with  orders  to  look 
out  for  the  man  with  Mr.  Drummond's  expedted  anfwec  ;  and  Ihould  he  find 
7  him, 
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film,  he  was  direfted  to  return  to  us  immediately;  if  not,  to  wait  there  3  758- 
till  our  arrival,  with  or  without  the  Bajha.  ^ 

Early  this  morning,  Abdallah  Bajha  himfelf  fent  for  our  Aga ,  and  talked  July  30^ 
with  him  a  great  deal  on  the  prefent  fituation  of  our  affairs.  He  concluded 
in  the  fame  ftrain  as  his  Kahier  had  done  the  preceding  night,  “  that  he 
neither  could,  nor  would  confent  to  our  going  one  finger’s  length  before  him.” 

On  the  contrary,  he  defired,  that  during  our  future  inarch,  we  would  take 
care  to  keep  more  in  the  body  of  his  guards  than  we  had  hitherto  done, 
for  the  times  were  exceedingly  perilous.  The  Aga  foon  returned  to  us, 
and  delivered  the  Bajha’ s  meffage.  He  was  accompanied  (agreeable  to  an 
order  given  by  Abdallah)  by  three  other  perfons :  the  one  was  a  filver-ftaff 
officer,  the  other  a  Chrifiian  of  his  houfehold,  and  the  third  a  foldier. 

The  two  firft  were  direfted  to  beg  that  we  would  have  patience,  and 
put  confidence  in.  the  Bajha'i  care  of  us ;  to  affure  us  that  nothing  but 
the  real  concern  he  had  for  our  fafety,  prevented  his  giving  us  his  per- 
miffion  to  proceed  ;  that  the  whole  country  was  full  of  danger,  and  that 
a  hundred  ibldiers  would  not  be  fufficient  to  proteft  us,  there  being  more 
than  two  hundred  deferters  from  the  Bajha  of  Urfa's  troops,  between  whom 
and  their  late  commander  there  was  now  an  open  war.  As  a  proof  of 
the  truth,  of  this  reprefen  tation,  th t  Bajha  had  ordered  the  foldier  to  attend 
us,  who  this  very  morning  had  come  from  Urfa,  and  confirmed  the  ac¬ 
count  in  every,  particular. 

We  had  all  the  reafon  in  the  world  to’believe,  that  the  Chrifiian  was  joined 
with  the  other  two,  not  only  on  the  prefumption  that  his  word  would  gain- 
greater  credit  with  us  than  that  of  a  Mujjulman ,  but  becaufe  this  was  the 
very  man  who  at  the  requeft  of  the  fathers,  had  fupplied  us  with  cafh.  Iff 
the  courfe  of  our  converfation  with  thefe  perfons,  we  were  informed,  that 
die  Bajha,  on  hearing  of  the  precipitate  meafures  we  were  taking,,  had  ones 
propoltd  that  Francijco  our  fervant  and  interpreter  fhould  be  fent  for  to  re¬ 
ceive  the  Bafiinado,  on  the  prefumption  that  he  had  been  chiefly  inffrumentaJ. 
in  perfuading  us  to  fet  off  by  ourfelves.  We  appeared  to  fmile  at  this  ac¬ 
count,  and  told  the  'Turks,  that  we  were  very  fure  a  perfon  of  the  Bajha’s- 
dignity  and  politenefs  could  never  think  of  carrying  into  execution  fuch 
a  ftep,  therefore  we  took  for  granted  that  if  it  was  propofed,  it  was  only- 
in  jeft. 

They  obferved  in  reply,  that  the  Bafia  had.  told  them,  he  was  educated 
at  Confiantinojle,  and  had  the  honour  of  being  a  Vizier  to  the  Grand  Seig¬ 
nior,  from  which  happy  circumftances  he  had  frequent  opportunities  of  be¬ 
coming  acquainted  with  the  genius  and  tempers  of  the  Etiglijh  nation,  which 
he  knew  to  be  fo  amiable  in  every  refpeft,  that  he  was  entirely  convinced 
we  had  never  withftood  his  intreaties,  if  this  fervant  who  was  an  Alepfean, 
and  a  ldbjeft  to  the  Emperor,  had  interpreted  with  integrity  all  he  was  com¬ 
manded  to  let  us  know.  We  allured  them,  that  he  was  an  inoffenfive  and 
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honeft  man,  and  to  the  belt  of  our  belief  had  always  executed  his  commit 
i,  (ion  with  fidelity.  We  defired  them  alfo  to  represent  to  the  Bajha ,  that 

though  we  had  the  moft  lively  and  grateful  fenfe  of  his  great  concern  for 
our  welfare,  yet  we  could  not  but  regret  every  hour  that  did  not  fet  us 
forwards  in  our  way  to  Aleppo ;  we  therefore  through  them,  again  befeeched 
Ijim  to  grant  us  a  little  efcort,  with  which  we  would  willingly  venture  our 
.perfons  and  effefts.  The  officer  peremptorily  replied,  that  we  muft  not  go. 
Prefen tly  he  added,  that  the  Bajha  had  propofed  our  fending  an  exprefs 
from  hence  to  the  Britijh  conful  at  Scandsroon,  requefting  him  to  detain  any 
one  of  the  King’s  (hips  that  happened  to  be  there  ;  and  that  the  Bajha  him- 
felf  would  write  a  letter,  informing  the  Conful  at  Aleppo  _  how  defirous  we 
were  to  get  forwards  in  our  journey,' but  how  impoffible  it  was  for  him  to 
comply  with  our  deftres.  We  begged  the  officer  and  his  companions  to 
make  our  acknowledgments  to  the  Bajha  for  this  farther  inftance  of  his 
kindnefs,  but  added,  that  we  had  already  written  to  the  Conful,  who  we 
made  not  the  lead  doubt  would  do  every  thing  in  his  power  to  ferve  us ;  yet 
we  knew  likewife  fo  much  of  the  nature  of  the  orders  given  to  the  cap¬ 
tains  of  out  ffiips  of  war,  that  nothing  was  fufficient  to  prevail  on  them 
to  tarry  for  -even  a'  fingle  day.  We  concluded,  with  defiring  them  to 
make  the  Bajha  acquainted  with  our  thanks,  and  our  intreaties  to  be 
.gone.  Before  they  took  leave  they  obferved,  that  the  difference  of  rime 
between  our  going  by  ourfelves,  or  accompanying  the  Bajha,  would  be 
only  two  days,  owing  to  the  Bajha  of  Urfa’s  being  arrived  at  Bir-,  for 
that  would  prevent  our  great-man  from  tarrying  do  long  there  as  he  other- 
.  wife  intended. 

In  the  evening  two  fmall  plates  of  ready-dreffed  victuals  were  fent  us 
from  the  Bajha's  cookery-tent.  This  fcanty  fupply  was  intended  for  our¬ 
felves  ;  at  the  fame  time  a  certain  allowance  of  bread,  Ghee,  &c.  was  fent 
to  our  Ago,  and  his  people.  As  we  knew  not  by  whofe  order  thefe  things 
came,  we  defired  our  Aga  to  make  enquiry  ;  for  if  they  were  a  prefent  from 
the  Bajha  or  Kahier,  we  very  well  knew  that  their  directions  in  refpedt  to  the 
quantity,  muft  have  been  but  ill  executed ;  if  they  came  from  any  inferior 
perfon,  we  were  defirous  he  ihould  be  acquainted  that  we  could  receive  no 
more  from  him,  though  we  were  obliged  to  .him.  for  his  good  will,  and 
Ihould  not  be  unmindful  on  our  arrival  at  Aleppo ,  of  any  civilities  that  were 
either  done,'  or  intended  us  on  the  road. 

To  divert  our  prefent  melancholy,  in  fome  degree,  we  took  a  walk  in  the 
plantation  before  us,  where,  befides  the  trees  and-  bullies  already  mentioned,  we 
found  the  apple  and  plumb-tree.  The  ftrawherry  plant  alfo  flouriffied  here 
in  great  abundance.  Soon  after  we  had  fipiffied  our  walk,  we  received  a  mef- 
fage  from  the  Bajha,  that  to  prevent  any  indecorum  or  infult  being  offered  to 
our  perfons  in  the  night,  he  had  thought  it  neceffary  to  order  fix  or  eight 
fbldiers  to  attend  us  at  our  tews.  We  immediately  ordered  our  Aga  to 
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wait  upon  the  Kahier,  and  to  demand  the  real  meaning  of  fo  unufual  a  l7 5®- 

guard.  At  his  return,  he  told  us,  we  were  to  look  upon  it  as  an  addi-  v — » — 1 

tional  mark  of  the  Bafia’s  refpeft  and  care  for  us,  who  had  alfo  conde- 

fcended  fo  far  as  to  direct  the  particular  order  of  our  march.  In  the  even¬ 
ing  we  found  this  to  be  in  the  rear  of  what  he  moft  valued,  his  Women 

and  -hjs  Treafure.  By  this  extraordinary  teftimony  therefore  of  the  Sofia's 

kmdnefs,  we  were  in  reality  his  priloners ;  it  not  being  in  our  power  now 
to  leave  him,  how  much  foever  our  inclinations  might  prompt  us  to  do 


At 
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At  one  the  next  morning,  we  fet  off  again,  and  travelled  live  hours 
over  rocky  hills.  The  firft  two  hours  our  courfe  was  W.  S.  W.  the  two 
fucceeding  ones  S.  W.  and  S.  S.  W.  and  the  lalt  hour  S.  which  brought 
us  to  the  city  of  Bir,  or  Birjoup  (as  it  is  called  by  the  inhabitants)  which  is 
Ctuated  on  the  eaftern  bank  of  the  river  Euphrates,  againft  the  fide  of  a  very 
high,  chalky  hill.  It  is  about  fix  hundred  yards  in  length,  and  has  five  or 
fix  Mofques  with  ftone  Minarets.  The  buildings  in  general  are  in  a  ruinous 
condition,  which  with  the  craggy  hills  around,  afford  a  pifturclque  and  ro¬ 
mantic  profpech  The  tops  of  theft  hills  are  covered  with  vineyards,  as 
indeed  are  molt  of  the  environs  of  the  city,  but  we  could  not  difcover 
any  corn-lands. 

The  city  is  defended  by  two  cattles ;  one  Hands  by  the  river’s  fide,  the 
other  on  the  top  of  the  hill.  From  this  laft,  two  finall  guns  were  fired  in 
honour  of  the  arrival  of  Abdallah  Bajha,  who  entered  and  rode  through  the 
city  on  horfeback,  attended  by  his  own  train,  and  by  the  Bajha  of  Urfa,  who 
•went  out  of  the  place  to  meet  him.  There  being  no  bridge  here,  and  only 
three  ferry-boats,  which  were  all  employed  in  tranfporting  the  Bejba’ s  Bar  am 
and  retinue,  foldiers  and  baggage,  we  had  little  hopes  of  getting  acrofs  the 
river  for  fome  time,  and  therefore  feated  ourfelves  on  foine  ruins  that  lay  in 
the  ditch  before  the  town  ;  but  the  Bajha  riding  by,  and  feeing  us  and 
our  baggage  in  the  open  ftreet,  immediately  called  our  Aga  to  him,  and 
fternly  demanded,  “  Why  the  Englijh  gentlemen  were  thus  fhame- 
fully  treated  ?”  Upon  his  being  told  the  reafon,  he  gave  him  the  ftrifteft. 
orders,  and  commanded  his  own  officers  to  take  particular  care,  that  the 
boats  ffiould  be  no  more  employed  in  his  fervice  till  we  and  all  our  baggage 
were  wafted  over  to  the  other  fide.  This  was  the  firft  time  we  had  ever 
feen  the  Bajha,  and  it  muft  be  owned  that  his  whole  behaviour  upon  this 
occafion  was  truly  humane  and  polite.  Our  Aga  killed  the  hem  of  his  gar¬ 
ment,  and  we  bowed  after  our  manner,  which  he  returned  with  a  lmali 
bending  of  the  cheft,  and  a  vifible  complacency  of  countenance.  He  was 
about  fixty  years  of  age,  feemed  aftive,  and  had  a  very  long  ihxen  beard.. 
The  Kahier,  who  immediately  followed  the  Bajha,  faluted  us  alfo  with  great 
freedom  and  good-nature.. 

It  was  about  nine  in  the  morning  when  we  paffed  over  the  Euphrates- 
for  the  fecond  time  ;  and  thus  quitted  Mefopotama  and  entered  Syria.  The 
river  is  here  not  more  than  150  yards  over,  now,,  but  in  the  win  ter- months,, 
or  after  great  rains,  and  the  melting  of  the  fnow  in  the  mountains,  it- muft: 
be  at  leaft  twice  as  broad,  which  is  very  vifible  from  its  prefent  dry  bed., 
k  fupplies  the  inhabitants  of  Bir  with  a  great  variety  of  exceeding  fine  Hfh .. 
got  here^fheep,  eggs,  bread,  and  a  few  grapes,  but  no  wine  or  fpi, 

It  is  fomewhat  remarkable,  that,  the  burial-ground  belonging  to  the  city 
of  Bir,  is  on  the  Syrian  fide  of  the  river :  poffibly  it  may  be  owing  to  the- 

ground: 
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ground  on  which  the  town  is  built,  being  of  fo  rock y  a  nature  as  nor  to  1758. 
admit  of  graves  being  dug  in  it,  but  with  the  utmoft  difficulty.  It  was  ”v— — > 

upon  this  fpot  that  we  pitched  our  tents,  from  whence  we  had  a  full  view 
of  the  city  but  as  its  houfes  are  built  of  a  white,  chalky  ftone,  which 
bears  the  kmc  colour  with  the  neighbouring  hills  and  foil,  we  could  not 
eafily’  diftinguifh  the  one  from  the  other.  Here  we  had  the  mortifica¬ 
tion  to  learn,  that  the  two  men  whom  we  had  difpatched  from  EHfibht 
with  a  letter  to  Mr.  Drummond  at  Aleppo,  had  between  Urfa  and  Sir,  fallen 
in  with  a  party  of  Sanjacks,  who  in  a  great  rage  had  defaced  our  letter, 
and  carried  the  meffengers  up  into  their  mountains,  where  after  feverely 
whipping  them,  they  at  length  fuffered  them  to  depart.  Thefe  unfortunate 
men  it  feems  did  not  arrive  at  Sir  till  yefterday,  and  after  flaying  a  few 
hours  fet  out  for  Aleppo-,  fo  that  all  our  hopes  of  getting  fpeedy  intelligence 
from  Mr.  Drummond  are  at  an  end. 

At  a  quarter  before  three  this  morning,  we  decamped  from  the  banks  of  Auguftz. 
the  Euphrates,  having  the  Bajha's  ladies  and  treafure  before  us,  and  travelled 
W.  S.  W.  and  S.  W.  for  four  hours  and  half,  over  a  hilly,  rugged  coun¬ 
try,  abounding  in  chalk  and  ilones.  At  fix  we  palled  over  a  bridge  with 
three  arches,  and  difeovered  a  pretty  looking  village  on  our  right  called 
Maxar,  which  had  many  trees  about,  and  on  the  hills  beyond  it :  At  half 
paft  feven  we  pitched  our  tents  in  a  pleafant  valley  under  the  fhade  of  a 
walnut-tree,  with  a  pomegranate  at  our  fide,  and  an  agreeable  plantation  of 
peach,  almond,  apple,  and  other  trees  around  us.  From  this  fpot,  we  dif¬ 
patched  one  of  our  Takht-Rroan  men  with  a  fecond  letter  to  Mr.  Drummond. 

He  engaged  to  deliver  it  co-morrow  at  fun-rife,  and  to  meet  us  on  the  road 
with  an  anfvver. 

Our  Aga  has  juft  given  us  all  great  fpirits,  by  acquainting  us  that  we  are 
to  keep  the  Bajha  company  only  this  and  to-morrow  night’s  ftage.  After¬ 
wards  we  are  to  have  liberty  to  make  the  beft  of  our  W2y.  We  learnt  alfo 
this  evening  by  a  traveller  from  Aleppo,  that  a  malignant  fever  had  ’till 
lately  mightily  prevailed  in  that  city,  and  carried  off  many  of  the  in¬ 
habitants  :  He  added,  that  bread  was  at  fo  high  a  price,,  that  the  poorer 
people  were  alrnoft  ftarved. 

At  a  quarter  before  two  this  morning,  we  took  our  former  ftation,  behind  Auguti  5. 
the  ladies,  and  marching  off  travelled  a  winding  courfe  for  two  hours.  We 
paffed  quite  through  the  village  of  Maxar,  which  has  two  Mofpues  with  Mi-  Mazar. 
narets ;  then  went  a  S.  W.  by  W.  courfe  for  two  hours  and  half  more,  over 
a  good,  but  much  neglected  foil,  and  at  length  pitched  our  tents  _  in  a 
■well  cultivated  plain,  at  the  eaft  fide  of  an  artificial  mount,  on  which  a 
caftle  once  flood,  and  around  it  a  town  named  Sajuera.  This  is  much  fuch  Sajojra. 
another  mount  as  that  at  Kircoote,  only  not  quite  fo  large.  From  the  top  of 
it  you  have  a  commanding  profpeft  of  a  fine  extenfive  country  with  two  or 
three  villages;  were  the  lands  about  them  green  with  Indian  corn  orNatdile. 

A  a  a  2  A  river 
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A  river  called  alfo  Sajuera  runs  through  the  plain,  which  greatly  added  to 
the  feenery  of  the  landfcape. 

Some  ruins  on  the  frnnmit  of  the  mount  are  {till  vifible,  particularly  on 
the  weft  fide,  where  you  plainly  difeover  the  pillars  of  a  portal  to  the 
caftle,  which  were  made  of  bluifh  hard  ftones  about  five  feet  in  15ngth, 
and  two  in  thicknefs.  On  one  of  them  placed  at  the  right  hand  as  you 
enter  the  gateway  of  the  eaftern  fide  of  the  ruins,  and  nine  feet  from  the 
ground,  ibme  ancient  chandlers  were  apparent,  though  now  fomewhat 
.  effaced. — They  are  copied  in  the  annexed  copper-plate.  On  the  north 
fide  of  this  gate-way,  are  two  or  three  arches,  which  appear  to  have  been 
formerly  paffages  to  ib  many  apartments :  They  are  built  of  the  fame  hard 
large  ftones  as  thofe  which  compofe  the  portal,  and  are  cemented  together 
with  a  moll  durable  mortar,  in  the  compofition  of  which  I  obferved  many 
fmall  fto'nes.  We  were  told,  that  this  mount  and  town  were  formerly 
in  the  poffeffion  of  Chrifiians-,  but  I  am  apprehenflve  that  the  Turks, 
from  whom  we  receive  our  information,  make  uie  of  .the  words  Cbrif- 
tians  and  Europeans  as  fynonimous  terms ;  lb  whether  they  mean  F.uro- 
peans  who  lived  before  the  times .  of  Chriftianity,  or  thofe  who  formed  the 
Crufaies  in  the  twelfth  Century,  is  difficult  to  determine. 

At  fix  this  morning,  the  principal -'men  of  another  village  juft  by  us, 
and  called  alfo  Sajuera,  palfed  on  towards  our  rear,  in  order  to  pay  their 
compliments  to  the  Bajha.  Thef'e  gentlemen  were  all  armed  and  on 
horl'eback,  attended  by  a  perfon  carrying  a  pair  of  colours.  About  eight 
O’clock,  near  forty  of  the  chief  people  of  Aleppo  came  alfo  into  camp, 
with  their"  horfes  very  richly  caparifoned.  Their  bufinefs  is  alfo  to  com¬ 
pliment  the  Bajha  oil  his  drawing  nigh  to  their  city.  They  have  been  four 
.days  on  the  road,  and  had  waited  many  hours  in  this  village  for  his 
arrival. 

We  defired-our  interpreter  to  make  our  compliments  to  one  of  them, 
and  to  enquire  of  him  the  true  ftate  of  affairs  at  Aleppo  and  Scanderoon.. 
The  gentleman  he  fpoke  to,  was  fo  complaifant  as  to  wait  upon  us  imme¬ 
diately  at  our  tent.  We  entertained  him  in  the  cuftomary  method,  of  the 
country,  with  a  whiff  or  two  of  tobacco  from  the  Argils  tube,  and  a  difli 
of  coffee  without  ftigar,.  He  confirmed  the  account  we  had  before  received 
of  a  malignant  fever  having  raged  at  Aleppo,  but  added,  that  its  effedls 
had  not  been  very  fapil,  He  told  us,  that  conful  Drummond  was  his  tenant,, 
and  \vas  very  weU»:$jit  he-kriew. goring. af  his  intention  of  foon  quitting 
this  country  for  Englan^mi Emm  an  intimation  given  by  Mr.  Drummond 
in  a  letter  to  Mr.  Garden/  at  Baghdad,  we  had  flattered  ourfelves  with 
the  hope  of  having  him  for  our  fellow-traveller.  The  Turkijh  gentle¬ 
man  faid  farther,  that  -there  were  fom  t'jEngliJh  ihips.  now  at  Scanderoon 
takingTh  tlitiE:  cargo,  but  when,  they  intended  to  fail -he  could  not  take 
tapoa  him  ta  fay,  _  He  knew  nothing  .for  certain  in:  relation  to  the  ftate  of 
2  affairs. 
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affairs  between  the  Englijh  and  French  nations,  but  recollected  to  have  heard 
the  chief  Turkijt b  officer  of  the  cuftoms  lately  declare,  that  there  were  great 
hopes  of  a  peace  being  foon  concluded  between  them,  confequently  (hips 
would  come  to  Alexandretta  more  frequently,  and  with  lefs  interruption, 
than  they  had  done  of  late.  For  better  information,  he  recommended  us  to 
tht'Kahier  of  the  late  Bajha,  who  came  aifo  into  the  camp  this  morning. 
Upon  our  aflring  him  fotne  queftions  relative  to  the  robbers,  he  anfwered 
without  hefitation,  that  the  road  to  Aleppo  was  tolerably  fafe  for  travellers ; 
but  afterwards,  on  our  Aga  holding  a  private  converfation  with  him,  and 
(as  we  fufpeft)  checking  him  for  the  favourable  account  he  had  given  us, 
he  prefently  changed  his  note,  and  added,  that  it  would  by  no  means  be 
advifeable  for  us  to  travel  by  ourfelvcs. 

Having  advanced  only  13  or  14  miles  to-day,  and  ftill  lefs  yefterday,  we 
are  quite  wearied  out,  and  have  loft  all  patience.  As  an  additional  morti¬ 
fication,  we  now  hear,  that  inftead  of  being  permitted  to  proceed  by  our- 
fclves  after  this  night’s'  ftage,  as  promifed,  we  are  to  be  detained  till  after 
the  Bajha  comes  into  camp  to-morrow.  Our  liquors  too  are  all  drank  up,  fo 
that  we  are  now  reduced  to  drink  the  pure  element  of  our  firft  parents ;  a  moft 
uncomfortable  beverage  to  keep  up  the  fpirits  of  worn-out  travellers,  and 
who  for  fo  many  years  have  been  ufed  to  the  more  generous  and  exhilarating 
juice  of  claret  and  madeira.  With  refpedt  to  our  food,  we  are  in  much  the 
fame,  if  not  a  more  uncomfortable  fituation  ;  fometimes  we  have  nothing 
at  all  to  eat,  and  if  by  chance  we  are  favoured  with,  a  fupply  from 
the  Bajha’ s  kitchen,  it  is  only  of  a  little  mutton  juft  killed,  and  fo  indif¬ 
ferently  drefifed,  that  we  are  fcarce  able  to  fwallow  a  bit.  However,  all  of 
us  etffcept  Mhlntojh,  have  recovered  our  long-loft  appetites ;  but  this  circum- 
ftance,  which  a  few  weeks  flnce  would  have  been  efteemed  a  bleffing,  is 
now  become  a  real  misfortune.  As  we  have  no  other  refource_  left  but 
getting  to  the  end  of  our  journey  as  foon  as  poffible,  we  are  all  impatient 
to  make  the  experiment,  even  at  the  expence  of  hazarding  the  Bajha’%  dif- 
pleafure.  Francifco,  whom  we  had  fent  to  the  late  Bajha’s  Kahier  for  in¬ 
telligence,  brought  us  a  confirmation  of  fome  Englijh  ftiips  being  ftill  at 
Scanderoon.  *  ^ 

At  half  paft  feven  in  the  evening,  we  were  moft  agreeably  furprized  with 
the  following  letter  from  Aleppo. 

Aleppo ,  i&AuguJl,  1758. 

“Sir, 

“  THIS  day,  about  an  hour, and  half  before  noon,  your  letter  of 
“  the  1 6th  of  July,  from  Niftbin ,  was  brought  to  me.  The  cover  of  it  was 
“  torn,  but  enough  of  it  remained  to  fliew  it  was  intended /or  tne.  I 
“  cannot  pretend  to  fay  that  the  receipt  of  it  gave  me  pleafure.f  No,  Sir, 
“  it  gave  me  an  excels  of  pain;  and  I  figured-to  myfelf  a  variety  of  ugly 
“  circumftances,  which  I  Ihall  not  give  you  the  trouble  to  read.  Now,  I 
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“  cannot  but  blcfs  God  that  you  are  Cafe,  and  that  I  have  a  reafonable 
“  profpedt  of  feeing  you  at  Aleppo ,  freed  from  a  thoufand  inconveniences, 
“  and  as  happy  as  I,  and  the  other  gentlemen  here,  can  make  you. 

“  I  lhall  not  at  prefen.t  lofe  a  moment  in  telling  yon  news  ;  only  that 
“  our  convoy,  and  three  other  men  of  war,  are  in  thefe  feas.  I  purpole 
“  going  in  one  of  them,  but  when,  is  a  queftion  that  cannot  eatily  be 
“  anfwered ;  becaufe  the  plague  now  rages  at  Smyrna,  and  no  patent  can 
“  be  acquired  till  forty  days  after  it  (hall  ceafe.  In  the  mean  time,  be  you 
“  perfeftly  eafy.  —  I  will  think  for  you,  in  the  belt  way  I  can. — You  lhall 
“  hear  all  I  have  to  fay  5  and  may  then  purfue  my  belt  thought,  or  a  better 

of  your  own. 

“  Don’t  let  your  brother-travellers  fear.  God  ever  love  them  • 
“  they  too  lhall  have  lodgings,  (Ac.  (Ac. — I  lhall  thank  you  for  your  polite- 
“  nefs  and  goodnefs  *  towards  me  at  Merdin,  when  I  have  the  happinefs 
“  to  embrace  you  at  this  place. 

“  The  bearer  of  this  goes  the  diredt  road  to  Bir.  Should  he  End  you 
“  to-day  or  to-morrow,  he  may  be  fent  back  with  a  note  from  you.  I  hope 
“  no  accident  can  have  detained  you  at  Bir,  or  at  any  other  place  before 
“  you  got  there.  Pleafe  to  give  the  meffenger  l'ome  Paras  to  purchafe  bread, 
“  for  thefe  people  are  afraid  of  carrying  more  money  about  them  than  is 
“  abfolutely  neceffary. 

“  My  family .falute  you  and  your  good  company;  as  for  myfelf,  you 
“  may  be  allured  that  I  am,  with  great  lincerity, 

“  Dear  Sir, 

“  Your  moll  obedient, 

“  humble  fervant, 

“  A.  DRUMMOND.” 

<£  P.  S.  The  convoy  is  the  Prejion  of  50  guns,  Captain  Evans.  The 
“  ramblers  (whom  God  preferve  !)  are, 

“  The  Monmouth,  Capt.  Hervey  —  —  64  guns. 

“  The  Amiufcade ,  Capt.  Gwynn  ■ —  — 36 

“  The  Lyme  -  Capt.  Vernon  —  > —  24 

“  To  Henry  Eoidge,  Efq; 

“  I  dont  know  where, 

“  but  I  hope  near  to 
“  Aleppo.” 


*  Father  Ar.ge  of  Minim  intruded  to  Mr.  Doijgi’s  care  force  ancient  medals  which  he  had 
collected  for  the  confnl,  and  of  which  Mr.  Doidgt  in  his  letter  had  informed  him. 

The 
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The  reading  of  the  above  letter  gave  us  all  frelh  fpirits  ;  we  drank  the  1 758. 
writer’s  health  in  water,  which  (as  before  obferved)  was  the  00!/  liquor  we  v“— v*— * 
were  now  matters  of,  and  afterwards  threw  ourfelves  on  our  cots,  but  fuch 
was  the  joyous  perturbation  of  our  fpirits,  that  we  could  not  take  a  mo¬ 
ment’s  fleep. 

At  ten  we  fet  off  once  more  in  our  proper  ftation,  and  travelled  near  Auguft  4. 
eight  hours  over  an  uncultivated  country,  though  much  lefs  rugged  than 
what  we  had  lately  met  with.  At  feven  in  the  morning,  we  pitched  our 
tents  by  the  fide  of  a  river,  in  a  plain,  near  to  an  old  Caravanferah.  Our 
courfe  was  from  S.  S.  W.  to  W.  S.  W ;  we  travelled  about  three  miles  an 
hour,  which  has  hitherto  been  our  ufual  progrefs  in  tolerable  roads.  In 
bad  ones  we  do  not  get  forwards  above  two.  I  judge  upon  the  whole, 
that  from  Merdin  we  have  made  two  miles  and  an  half  by  the  hour ;  from 
Baghdad  to  Merdin,  three. 

From  hence  we  fent  our  Aga  to  the  Kahier ,  with  our  beft  compli¬ 
ments  and  thanks  to  himfelf  and  AbdalJah  Bafloa,  and  likewife  to  know 
whether  they  approved  of  our  proceeding  to  Aleppo  by  ourfelves  after  the 
next  ftage.  An  anfwer  being  brought  us  in  the  affirmative,  Mr.  Doidge 
thought  it  neceffary  to  acknowledge  the  receipt  of  the  conful’s  letter  by  the 
fame  meffenger  who  had  brought  it,  giving  him  to  underftand  that  we 
hoped  to  kifs  his  hand  at  Aleppo  to-morrow  morning.  In  the  evening, 
we  were  cruelly  mortified  by  a  meffage  which  the  Kahier  fent  by  the 
Aga,  importing,  that  fince  the  morning  he  had  held  a  confultation  with  the 
Bajha  on  the  iubject  of  our  parting  with  him  to-morrow ;  that  the  Bajha 
would  by  no  means  confent  to  it,  but  infilled  on  our  accompanying  hi  in¬ 
quire  to  Aleppo ,  which,  he  faid,  would  be  doing  a  mutual  honour  both  to 
himfelf  and  us.  As  the  whole  tenor  of  this  meffage  was  contradiflory  to 
the  promife  we  had  received  in  the  morning,  we  did  not  fail  to  remonftrate- 
again!!:  it,  but  to  no  manner  of  purpofe.  The  Kahier  fent  us  word,  rhac 
he  was  lorry  for  our  difappointment,  yet  fuch  was  the  will  of  the  Bajha,, 
and  what  reply  could  poffibly  be  made  to  it  ?'  Adding  however,  that  the 
confent  given  us  in  the  morning  had  been  without  the  Bajha’s  knowledge; 
that  he  (the  Kahier )  had  taken  upon  himfelf  to  give  it,  not  doubting  of 
his  matter’s  acquiefcence,  and  knowing  that  upon  every  account  it  would  be 
moft  acceptable  to  us,  whom  he  wifhed  to  oblige.  Thefe  were  ibothing 
words,  but  by  no  means  fufficient  to  ftifie  our  difeontent,  or  to  reconcile 
us  to  this  abominable  adt  of  Turkifi  defpotifm.  We  determined  therefore 
to  leave  the  Bajha  at  all  events,  being  now  fully  convinced  that  his  foie 
motive  for  detaining  us,  was  the  foolifh  paffion.  of  having  us  in  his  train 
when  he  enters  the  city  oi  Aleppo* 

At  half  paft  ten  we  decamped  again,  and  moved  off  in  our  ufual  order,  A-ugnli's, 
paffing  by  a  few  inhabited,  villages,  and  others  that  were  quite  in  ruins.  At 
fix  in  the  morning  we  got  to  the  fpot  where  die  BaJlja  intended  to  encamp, 

J  but 
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but  from  whence  we  were  determined  to  make  the  beft  of  our  way.  As 
the  great  man  was  ftill  in  the  rear,  we  had  time  to  place  ourfelves  in  the 
very  track  he  was  obliged  to  take.  Accordingly  at  nine,  he  came  by  'in 
his  Takht  Revan  with  great  pomp  and  ftate  ;  we  (ftanding  in  a  row)  fainted 
him,  and  expreffed  by  figns  a  defire  of  fpeaking  to  him.  He  faw  us,  and 
made  a  morion  with  his  hand  for  us  to  come  nearer  to  him.  He  then  m;tde 
a  full  ftop,  and  we  advanced,  having  before  conjured  our  interpreter  Fran- 
eifeo  to  take  courage,  and  not  be  afraid  of  repeating  the  whole  of  what 
we  Ihould  bid  him  .fay  to  the  Bajha  ;  we  gently  hinted  the  fame  falutary 
caution  to  our  Aga-,  but  al.as !  our  good  advice  with  both  of  them  was  all 
in  vain.  The  laft  turned  as  pale  as  death,  and  reverently  kiffed  the  great 
man’s  fleeve :  and  as  for  the  poor,  affrighted,  trembling  Francifco ,  he  had 
not  the  leaft  power  of  utterance,  but  flood  fliivering  with  apprehenfion, 
and  contented  himfelf  with  touching  the  hem  of  the  Takht  Revan's  covering, 
and  licking  the  duft  from  off  his  lingers.  The  Bajha  eafiiy  gueffing  at  the 
purport  of  our  intended  petition,  told  us  with  an  air  too  haughty  to  be 
plealing,  “  we  muft  flay,  and  that  we  had  but  one  day  more  before  we 
ihould  arrive  with  him  at  Aleppo,”  In  anfwer,  we  intended  to  have  fet 
before  him  the  fe’veral  reafons  we  had  for  going  forwards,  fuch  as  the 
want  of  health,  necefiaries,  and  time,  befides  the  proroife  we  had  made 
our  conful  of  feeing  him  to-day ;  but  unfortunately,  our  interpreter  (who 
had  not  yet  gotten  the  better  of  his  fears  fo  far  as  to  deliver  our  fentiments 
properly)  made  ufe  of  this  plea  of  our  appointment  with  Mr.  Drummond, 
firft,  which  we  had  defigned  fhould  come  in  order  laft.  Upon  which,  the 
great  man  probably  conceiving  his  dignity  to  be  hurt,  replied  with  a  Turkifa 
monofyllable,  taiyamount  to  our  Englijh  word,  “  Pfhaw;”  adding,  “  What 
fignifies  your  engagement  with  the  conful  ?  Let  that  remain  with  me.” — 
We  attempted  to  urge  many  things  in  reply,  but  ’twas  ail  in  vain :  this 
Begkrieg ,  this  Lord  of  Lords,  ordered  his  people  to  march  on,  and  left  us 
to.  digett  his  final  refolve  as  we  could. 

The  abrupt  departure  and  lofty  deportment  of  the  Bajha  upon  this  occa- 
fion,  chagrined  us  not  a  little,  and  indeed  piqued  our  pride  fo  much,  that 
with  the  lame  hafte  as  he  had  made  from  us,  we  ran  towards  our  horfes, 
mounted,  and  in  an  inftant  got  into  the  high  road  for  Aleppo,  leaving  our 
Aga,  allow  eountry-fervants,  Takht  Revans,  and  baggage  behind  us.  Our 
worthy  Aga  (who  dared  not  to  accompany  us  but  at  the  rifle  of  lofing  his 
head)  made  ufe  of  many  intreaties  to  prevail  upon  us  to  ftay  another  day, 
concluding  with  that  which  to  ingenuous  minds  is  the  molt  powerful  of  all, 
“  That  he  fhould  efteem  it  as  the  higheft  favour  done  to  himfelf.”  We 
allured  him  in  general,  that  we  fhould  be  always  more  ready  to  oblige 
him,  than  even  the  Bajha  himfelf,  as  our  obligations  to  him  were  confefleuly 
greater;  but  upon  the  prefent  occafion  it  was  morally  impoliible  for 
us  to  do  it,  and  therefore  we  defired  to  be  excufed,  though  at  any 
other  time,  we  fhould  look  upon  his  defires,  as  having  the  force  of  com¬ 
mands. 


Immediately 


Immediately  after  this,  we  rode  off  at  a  round  trot,  difcourfmg  with  r75** 

each  other  on  what  might  be  the  event.  The  perfuafions  of  our  Aga  ■ 
had'  indeed  already  wrought  fo  powerfully  with  fome  of  the  party,  that 
they  began  to  have  their  doubts  refpecting  the  propriety  of  their  behaviour 
towards  the  Bajha ;  but  now,  as  the  die  was  caff,  it  was  impoffible  for  us 


We  had  not  gone  on  above  half  an  hour,  before  we  efpied  two  horfemen 
riding  full  fpeed  after  us  from  the  Bajha’ s  camp :  one  of  them  made  figns 
for  us  to  flop,  to  which  we  paid  no  kind  of  attention,  till  he  drew  nearer,  * 
and  we  difcovered  him  to  be  our  own  trufby  Aga-,  the  other,  proved 
to  be  our  fervant  Vertan.  At  their  coming  up,  the  Aga  told  us,  that  as 
foon  as  we  rode  off,  he  waited  upon  the  Bajha,  and  related  to  him  the 
particulars  of  our  flight  5  upon  which  he  faid,  “  If  that  be  the  cafe,  do 
you  immediately  follow  them,  with  all  their  fervants,  baggage,  and  a 
company  of  foldiers  to  protect  them.”  Thefe  joined  us  foon  after,  and  we 
went  forwards  with  a  part  of  the  foldiers,  leaving  the  others  behind  to  take 
care  of  our  baggage  and  Takht  Revans,  in  one  of  which  Alexander  M-Intojh 
was  obliged  to  be  carried,  being  ftill  extremely  weak.  In  a  few  minutes 
after  this,  the  gentlemen  and  troops  from  Aleppo,  who  had  now  taken  their 
leave  of  the  Bajha,  and  were  returning  to  that  city  to  be  in  readinefs  to  re¬ 
ceive  him  in_a  proper  manner  to-morrow,  came  up  with,  and  foon  went  a 
head  of  us.  ’  This  Angle  circumftance  proved  that  Abdallah  Bajha’s  motive 
for  keeping  us  with  him,  was  really  what  has  been  already  fuggefted:  if 
he  had  not  been  actuated  more  by  the  vanity  of  having  us  in  the  number 
of  his  retinue  on  making  his  public  entrance  into  Aleppo,  than  by  any  real 
concern  he  had  for  our  fafety,  he  certainly  would  have  diredted  us  to  keep 
company  with  thefe  gentlemen  and  their  body  of  troops,  under  whofe  pro¬ 
tection  we  could  not  have  failed  of  travelling  in  perfect  fecurity. 

Our  road  towards  Aleppo  was  very  rough  and  bad ;  we  paffed  by  many  a  Attrre; 
high  hill  with  a  hard,  chalky  bottom.  Our  courfe  upon  the  whole  lay 
W.  S.  W.  At  noon  we  came  abreaftof  a  village,  whole  houfes  were  of  a 
conic  form,  and  built  of  mud.  Soon  after,  we  paffed  by  fome  gardens, 
from  one  to  near  four  o’clock,  we  lkirted  a  very  pleafant  valley  full  of 
fruit-trees  and  legumens,  which  continued  quite  up  to  the  city  of  Aleppo, 
where  we  arrived  at  four,  very  hot  and  fatigued,  having  rode  all  night 
and  the  greateft  part  of  the  day.  We  have  been  exadtly  feven  weeks  in  our 
journey  from  Baghdad,  which  is  diftant  from  Aleppo,  by  the  moft  exaft  com¬ 
putation,  in  our  route,  698  miles. 


B  bb 
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CHAP.  VII. 


Occurrences  in  Kieppo.f-Journey  to  ShogerWLatichea. — Occurrences  at,  an£: 
'  defcription  of  Latichea. — Mofi  of  the  party  fet  off for  the  ijland  of  Cyprus. — 
The  author  follows  them,  and  arrives  at  Larnica. — Occurrences  and  ohferva- 
tions  in  Cyprus. — Arrival  of  four  other  gentlemen  from  India. — Their  depar¬ 
ture,  with  the  author,  from  Cyprus,  and  arrival  at  Leghorn.. 


Ti  7TR.  Drummond  received  us  with  the  greateft  hofpitality  and  politenefs.. 
lVx  After  we  had  refrefhed  ourfelves  with  wines,  punch,  and  excellent' 
beef-fteaks,  to  all  which  we  had  long  been  Grangers,  we  betook  ourfelves 
to  a  comfortable  clean  bed,  where  we  enjoyed  that  fweet  repofe,  which  only 
the  tired,  the  worn-out  traveller  like  ourfelves  can  ever  truly  experience. 
In  the  evening  we  were  vifited  by  molt  of  the  gentlemen  of  the  Englifh  fac¬ 
tory  ;  who  kindly  difpofed  of  us  among  their  feveral  families.  .  Mr.  Doidge 
and  I,  with  our  three  fervants,  Jenkins,  M-Intofh,  and  Toney,  were  lodged, 
at  the  conful’s  houfe ;  Mr.  Pye  at  Mr.  Free’s ;  Mr.  Alms  at  Mr.  Bridzer’s,. 
and  Mr.  Pigot  at  Mr.  Landfdown’s.  . 

This  morning,  the  remaining  part  of  the  gentlemen  of  our  faftory  were 
To  obliging  as  to  vifit  us.  We  alfo  were  favoured  with  the  company  of  two 
Capuchin  French  fathers,  a  Carmelite,  and  feveral  Jew  merchants.  The  fac¬ 
tory  conlifts  of  the  following  gentlemen  : 

Confuh 
Chancellor. 

Treafurer. 


>■  Merchants.' 


Chaplain. 

Phyfician  and  Surgeon. 

We 


Alexander  Drummond,  Efq; 
Mr.  Kirkhoufe  — 

Mr.  Smith  — 

Meff.  Free  — 

Landfdown  — 
Bridger  — 

Shaw  —  — 

Vernon  —— 

Maffick  — 

Hays  —  — 

Ratcliffe  '  .  ■— « 

Booth  — 

The  Reverend  Mr.  .Holloway 
Dr,  Patrick  Ruffell,  — 
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We  were. a  Iked,  if  we  were  agreeable  to  pay  oiir  compliments  to  the  I75^- 
French,  Butch,  and  Venetian  confute,-  for  before  we  had  gone  through  this..  t~J 

ceremony,  we  were  not  to  expeft  being  vifited  by  any  of  the  private  gen¬ 
tlemen  of  thofe  nations  •,  but  after  waiting  upon  their  confuls,  we  might 
then  depend  upon  every  one'  of  thefe  foreigners  coming  to  pay  their  re-  ■ 
fpefts  to  us.  As  we  found  this  point  to  be  a  matter  of  the  utmoft  indif¬ 
ference  to  Mr.  Brummond,  we  chofe  to  decline  the  increafing  of  our  ac¬ 
quaintance,  fo  that  our  converfation  and  vifiting  were  confined  to  the 
fmall,  but  agreeable  circle  of  our  own  countrymen.  And  this  very  cir- 
cumftance,  confidering  the  great  fatigues  we  had  fo  lately  undergone,  was 
not  without  its  advantages ;  for  hereby  we  had  an  opportunity  of  being 
more  at  our  eafe,  and  of  devoting  the  fhort  time  we  were  to  continue  here 
to  our  own  concerns,  which  otherwife  would  have  been  almoft  entirely 
taken  up  in  receiving  or  paying  ceremonious  vifits. 

Mr.  Holloway  was  too  ill  to  officiate  to-day,  in  the  public  fervice  of 
the  church.  At  noon,  Abdallah  Bajha  made  his  public  entrance  into  the 
city. 

Yefterday  and  to-day,  our  whole  time  was  taken  up  in  'fettling  ac-  AuguiU. 
counts,  and  paying  off  our  Mocha  undTakht  revan-gee,  with  whom  we  had 
much  trouble,  and  clamorous  difpute.  Mr.  Baron  our  countryman  a  gen¬ 
tleman  of  great  fagacity,  and  Mr.  Edee  our  nation’s  firft  Bragcman  or  in¬ 
terpreter,  took  much  pains  to  prevent  our  being  impofed  upon  ;  but  in 
fpite  of  all  their  endeavours,  thefe  rafcals  will  be  paid  more  than  they  have 
a  right  to  demand  :  to  get  any  redrefs  from  government  mull  be  attended  ' 
with  great  expence  and  lofs  of  time,  therefore  the  remedy  would  be  worfe 
than  the  difeafe.  We  refolved  to  leave  the  fettling  of  thefe  matters  to 
the  difcretion  of  Mr.  Baron,  and  the  Bragoman,  who  is  a  man  of  fenfe, 
genteel  in  his  deportment,  and  we  are  told,  of  a  very  confiderable  for¬ 
tune,  which  is  made  in  fome  meafure  fecure  to  him  by  his  connection  with 
the  Engtifi  nation. 

Our  party  are  now  all  recovering ;  we  have  better  fpirits,  and  tolerable  Auguft  9, 
good  appetites.  MelT.  Boidge  and  Bigot,  with  myfelf,  returned  all  our  vifits, 

Mr.  Kirkhoufe  was  fo  obliging  as  to  go  with  us. 

We  learned  from  Mr.  Edee,  that  the  Bajha  had  enquired  after  ns,  and 
told  him  of  our  great  hurry  to  get  from  him,  as  well  as  of  his  own  re- 
lolution  to  detain  11s,  affigning  no  other  motive  for  his  conduit  but  the 
great  anxiety  he  was  under  for  our  fafety.  .As  Mr.  Edee  is  quite  the 
polite,  well-bred  man,  doubtlefs  he  made  the  Bajha  a  great  many  more 
compliments  on  our  part,  than  we  ever  defired  he  fhould ;  fince  to  this 
moment  we  cannot  but  be  of  opinion,  -that  he  ought  to  have  granted 
us  an  efcort  many  days  before  he  did  by  which  we  Ihould  fo  much 
the  fooner  have  been  freed  from  our  extraordinary  hardlhips  and  fatigues. 
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17 58.  In  that  cafe  too,  we  fhould  have  thought  ourfelves  more  highly  obliged 
to  him,  than  it  is  pollible  for  us  now,  even  on  the  moft  difpaffionate  re- 
trofpeftion. 

10.  This  day  the  Kahier  was  fo  obliging  as  to  make  the  kindeft  enquiries  after 
0  our  welfare.  We  believe  him  to  be  a  very  valuable  man,  and  to  have  been 

much  difpofed  to  have  facilitated  our  journey,  had  it  been  in  his  power. 

luguft  n.  The  city  of  Aleppo  has  been  very  ficldy  for  fome  months  paft.  The  ma¬ 
lignant  fever  ftill  continues  here,  but  its  mortality  is  greatly  abated.  They 
do  not  bury  now  more  than  200  a  day,  whereas  till  very  lately  they  loft  at 
leaft  double  that  number.  The  natives  for  fome  time  paft  have  been  under 
continual  apprehenfion  of  the  Europeans  (hutting  themfelves  up  in  their 
houfes,  which  ftep  it  feems  is  always  deemed  an  indifputable  fign  of  the 
plague  prevailing  here.  This  dreadful  calamity  has  ufually  vifited  the 
citizens  of  Aleppo,  once  in  12  or  13  years.  As  far  as  I  can  find,  there  is 
but  little  difference  between  the  prefent  malignant  fever,  and  what  is  com¬ 
monly  called  the  plague  the  fooner  therefore  we  get  from  hence,  the. 
better  *. 

ftugull  12*  Mr.  Doiige  is  much  out  of  order ;  his  appetite  falls  off,  and  he  fweats- 
profufely :  I  ordered  him  an  emetic.  I  found  myfelf  not  fo  well  to-day,  as 
of  late ;  my  legs  fail  me,  with  a  general  and  great  laffitude. 

SUgull  13.  I  was  taken  this  morning  with  a  Diarrhoea,  lofs  of  appetite,  &c. — Mr. 

Doiige  is  much  in  the  fame  ftate  as  yefterday ;  he  takes  tincture  of  bark,! 

*  “This  unhappy  country  for  fix  years  paft  has  been  in  a  very  terrible  fnuation,  afflicted  du- 
“  ring  the  greateft  part  of  that  time  with  many  of  the  Almighty’s  fevereft  fcourges.  Its  trou- 
“  bles  were  ufliered  in  by  a  very  (harp  winter  "in  1756-7,  which  deftroyed  almoit  all  the  fruits 
“  of  the  earth.  The  cold  was  fo  very  intenfe,  that  the  mercury  of  Fahrenheit's  thermometer, 
“  expofed  a  few  minutes  to  the  open  air,  funk  entirely  into  the  ball  of  the  tube.  Millions 
“  of  olive  trees,  that  had  withftood  the  feverity  of  fifty  winters,  were  blafted  in  this,  and. 

thoufands  of  fouls  perifhed  merely  through  cold.  The  failure  of  the  crop  the  fucceeding 
“  harveft  occafioned  an  univerfal  fcarcity,  which  in  this  country  of  indolence  and  oppreflion, 
*'  (where  provifion  is  only  made  from  hand  to  mouth,  and  where,  literally  fpeaking,  no  man 
“  is  fure  of  reaping  what  he  has  fown)  foon  introduced  a  famine,  with  all  its  attendant  mi- 
“  feries.  The  Clocking  accounts  related  to  me  on  this  fubject,  would  appear  fabulous,  were 
“  they  not  confirmed  by  numberlefs  eye-witnefles,  both  Europeans  and  natives.  In  many 

“  own  children,  as  foon  as  they  expired  in  their  arms,  for  want  of  nouridiment. — Numbers 
“  of  perfons  from  the  mountains  and  villages  adjacent  came  daily  to  Aleppo,  to  offer  their 
“.  wives  and  children  to  fale  for  a  few  dollars,  to  procure  a  temporary  fubfiftence  for  them- 
"  felves :  and  hourly  might  be  feen  in  our  ftrjets,  dogs  and  human  creatures  fcratching  to- 
“  gether  on  the  fame  dunghill,  and  quarrelling  for  a  bone  or  piece  of  carrion,  to  allay 
“  hunger.  A  peftilence  followed. clofe  to  the  heels  of  the  famine,  which  lafteJ  ~L-  -1 
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imprefiion  on  an. heart  of  flint.”  Philof.  Tranfaa, .  ...  . 
Eor  a  deferi^tion  of  Aleppo,  and.its  difeafes,  fee  Doftor  Rujfell’ 
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diftrefs  a  compaffionate  difpofition  ;  the  fight  of  it  muft  .hav 
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with  elixir  of  vitriol.  Mr.  Holloway,  the  chaplain  of  the  factory,  was  fo  far  1758I 
recovered  of  his  late  inciifpofition,  as  to  be  able  to  perform  divine  fervice  — * 

to-day  ;  we  all  with  much  gratitude  and  devotion  offered  up  our  thanks  to 
God  for, our  fafe  arrival,  here,  after  l'o  long,  painful,  and  dangerous  a 
journey. 

We  put  into  the  confui’s  hands,  fome  little  prefents,  intended  for  the-  Monday-, 
good  fathers  at  Diarbekir,  as  a  fmall  teftimony  of  our  gratitude  for- the  kind  Augult  14,- 
offices  they  did  us  in  our  diftrefs.  We  alfo  left  with  the  fame  gentleman, 
our  beft  compliments  and  thanks  to  every  one  of  our  other  friends  upon 
the  road,  defiring  our  countrymen  to  behave  kindly  to  them  for. our  fakes, 
fhould  they  have  opportunity..  To-day  likewife,  but  with  great  reluc¬ 
tance,-  we  fent  a  prefent  of  a  gold  watch  to  Abdallah  Baftia.  This,  or 
fomething  of  equal  value,  had  been  demanded  of  our  Dragoman  by  his 
minifter.  We  for  fome  time  determined  not  to  give  it;  but  applying' 
to  Mr,  Drummond  for  his  advice,  he  told  us,  that  as  it  had  been  de¬ 
manded,,  we  could  not,  confident  with  the  intereft  of  future  travellers,  do 
otherwise  than  fend  it.  Abdallah  therefore  had  the  watch,  and  we  (in  our 
opinion  a.  full  difcharge  of  every  obligation  we  owed  him  for  all  thofe 
high  marks  of;  refpedt,  favour,  and  protection,  which  he  pretended  he  had 
conferred'  upon  us.  The  Kahier  and  under  fervants  had  alfo  prefents  from 
us,  but  with  this  difference,,  that  what  we  parted  with,  to  them,,  was  with- 
the  greateft  alacrity... 

As  the  i Hand  of  Cyprus  feemed  to  be  the  mod  proper  place  for  us  to  get: 
a  paffage  down  the  Streights ,  we  relolved  to  proceed  thither:  and  as  Mr. 

Baron’s  affairs  call  him  to  Latichea,  we  fhall  fet  out  with  him  th'is- 
evening  for  that  city ;  it  being  the  nearcft  port  for  taking  boat  for 
Cyprus.  I  was  dill  fo.  much  out  of  order,  that  nothing  but  the  earned' 
defire  of  getting  one  dep  farther  towards  my  native  country,  could  pof- 
fibly  induce  me  to  leave  this  place.  But  the  “  Amor  P atrial’  gets  the' 
better  of  every  other  confideration.  Mr.  Doidge  this  afternoon  addreffed  two- 
letters  to  Melf.  Shaw  and  Garden^  'complaining  bitterly;  of  the  treacherous- 
behaviour  of  Cojee  Raphael. 

The  lad  perfon  we  took  leave  of'  at  Aleppo^  was  our  very  worthy  and: 
faithful  Ago.-,  to  whom,  befides  the  500  piadres  we  promifed  him,  we 
gave  fuch  additional:  prefents  as  would  have  made  him  perfectly  happy,  , 
had  he  not  been  apprehenfive  of  being  robbed  of  them  when  he  re¬ 
turned  back  to  Baghdad ,  by  the  very  Kahier  who  engaged  him  in  our  fervice. 

It  is  a:  maxim  of  Durkijh'  policy,  that  their  great  men  having  purchafed 
their  offices  at.  an-  immenfe  expence,  fhall  be  allowed  to  lick  themfelves 
whole,  by  plundering  the  effects  of.thofe  who  live  under  them  j  and  hereby 
the  great  end:  of  their  empire- is  mod  effeftu ally  ferved,  which  is,  to  break 
the  fpirits  of  the  generality  of.  the  people,  by  heavy,  exactions,  and.  to  > 
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J75^  accuftom  them  to  bear  all  manner  of  injuftice  and  oppreffion  with  a  perfect 
* — r~J  fubmiffion. 

At  half  paft  four  in  the  afternoon  we  all  mounted  on  horfeback,  and 
left  the  city  of  Aleppo ;  for  the  firlt  hour  and  half  we  were  'accompanied 
by  the .  coni'ul,  and  aimoft  all  the  other  gentlemen  of  the  Englijh  fabtqry, 
whofe  horfes  and  furniture  made  a  gay  appearance.  We  then  halted  at  a 
well  of  good  water,  where  we  drank  a  parting  glafs  in  wine  or  punch,  ex¬ 
changed  a  mutual  huzza,  and  then  pronounced  Vale,  farewell  not  with¬ 
out  the  lively  hope  of  meeting  again  at  fome  future  period  in  our  native 
country. 

Eantamak.  We  kept  on  a  S.  S.  W.  courfe,  and  at  half  paft  eight,  pitched  our  tent 
by  the  fide  of  a  river  very  near  to  a  Kaun ,  and  not  far  from  a  village 
called  Cantaman.  Poor  Mr.  Holloway  made  it  a  point  to  accompany  us  thus 

far,  though  he  now  is,  and  has  been  in  an  ill  ftate  of  health  for  the  laft 

.two  years.  W$  moft  fincerely  wifh  him  a  perfebt  recovery,  for  nobody 
can  help  efteeming  fo  worthy,  fenfible,  and  pious  a  man. 

Anguft  15.  At  five  in  the  morning  we  again  mounted  our  horfes,  and  after  having  taken 
an  affebtionate  leave  of  Mr.  Holloway,  we  purfued  a  W.  S.  W.  S.  W.  and 
S.  S.  W.  courfe,  for  eight  hours,  over  a  ftony  road  :  we  then  got  to  a  vil- 

;Bek«b  lage  named  Benifl:,  feated  on  a  hill.  In  our  way  hither,  we  left  ieveral 

village.  other  final!  places,  both  on  our  right  and  left.  The  two  laft  hours  pafled 

away  very  unhappily,  efpecially  with  myfelf,  my  man  Alexander,  and  my 
poor  grey  horfe,  which  was  one  of  the  two,  Baron  Kniphaufen  had  prefented 
us  with  at  Karec.  The  matter  was  ready  to  fink  under  a  very  excruciating 
pain  in  his  fide,  the  fervant  complained  of  being  worfe  in  his  bowels,  and 
the  poor  horfe  was  feized  in  fo  violent  a  manner  as  to  fall  down  in  the  road  5 
his  agonies  were  fuch,  that  at  one  time  we  determined,  out  of  companion, 
and  from  a  perfuafion  that  he  never  could  get  up  again,  to  fhoot  him; 
after  however  he  had  lain  about  an  hour,  he  fo  far  recovered  as  to  be  able 
to  get  flowly  to  this  place.  The  pain  in  my  fide  continued  fo  bad,  that 
Mr.  Pigot  drew  fome  blood  from  my  arm,  fomented  the  part  affebted  with 
hot  water,  and  rubbed  in  fome  mercurial  ointment.  In  the  evening,  I  took 
a  mercurial  pill,  with  opium,  and  diluted  freely.  • 

Auguft  1 6.  I  find  myfelf  hetter  this  morning,  but  not  fo  well  as  to  proceed  in 

.my  journey.  My  cafe  is  bilious,  for  every  copious  difeharge  of  the  in- 
teftinal  tube  gives  me  immediate  relief  in  the  hepatic  dubts,  and  lobes  of 
the  liver.  Alexander,  and  the  other  faithful  companion  of  my  travels,  my 
grey  horfe,  are  alfo  better.’ 

Auguit  17.  This  morning  I  was  prevailed  upon  to  offer  my  medical  advice  for  the 
relief  of  a  fick  youth,  the.  fon  of  the  Turk  whofe  roof  we. are  under;  but 
.at  noon,  was  told  by  the  father,  with  the  moft  perfebt  compofure,  that  “  His 
■  fon 
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fed' is  gone  to  Paradife."  About  four  o’clock  in  die  afternoon,  a  J758. 
traveller  entered  the  village,  who,  a  few  hours  before,  had  been  robbed  by  ' — v-*-*- 
two  armed  fellows  of  160  piaftres.. 

At  half  pad  five  we  fet  off  from  Benijh,  and  travelled  font  hours  and 
half  through  an  extenfive  grove  of  dead  olive-trees,  which  had  been  killed 
by' the  feverity  of  the  winter  in  the  year  1756.-.  This  plantation  brought 
us  near  to  the  large  village  of  Eadlip,  whofe  environs  are  fertile  in  corn  Eadup. 
and  tobacco.  Here  are  alfo  plantations  of  mulberry-trees,  preferved  for 
the  Silk-worm.  By  twelve  at  night,  we  had  pafled  by  a  high  hill  or  moun¬ 
tain,  and  entered  upon  a  large  plain,  called  Roudge,  where  is  a  well  of 
water,  and  from  whence  we  difcovered  feveral  fires  at  a  aiftance,  which' 
our  fervants  told  us  belonged  to  fome  encampments  of  Arabs ,  though  they 
appeared  to  be  nothing  more  than  the  burning  of  Hubble  or  weeds.  We  -■ 

Ihould  have  been  glad  to  have  tarried"  longer  here,  but  our  country  attend¬ 
ants  grew  urreaiy,  knowing  it  to  be  the  molt  dangerous  fpot,  and  the  moft : 
infefted  by  robbers  of  any  in  the  whole  way  between  Aleppo  and  Lettishes. - 
We  therefore  armed  ourfelves,,  and  proceeded  in  a- more  regular  order- 
than  we  had  done  before.. 

At  two  in  the  morning  we  had  gotten  over  the  plain,  and' reached  Auguft-iB;- 
a  watch-houfe,  placed  on  the  fide  of  a  rock  to  our  right.  Here  a  party 
.  of  foldiers  is  always  ftationed,  intended  to  protect  travellers  palling 
this  way,  who  ’  upon  this  account,  are  obliged  to  pay  a  toll.  It  was 
at  firlt  demanded  of  us  for  every  man  and  beaft;  but  upon  their” 
being  told  that  we  were  Enghjhmen ,  we  were  fuffered  to  pafs  on,  making  a 
prefent  of  but  one  Sequin  to  the  commanding  officer.  At  half  pall  four 
we  got  to  the  village  Shoger,  greatly  fatigued  with  a  journey  of  deyen  hours,  Shogeis, 
in  which  we  took  many  different  courfes.  S.  one  hour;  S.  W.  three; 

S.  S.  W.  two  and  a  quarter;  W.  and  W.  N.  W.  and  N.  N.  W.  four  and  three 
quarters.  We  put  up  at  a  Caravanferah,  not  chufing  to  be  at  the  ex¬ 
pence  of  making  prefents,  which  muft  Iftve  been  the  cafe, ,  had  we  taken  ■ 
an  apartment  in  the  governor’s  palace.. 

Shoger  is  by  no  means  an  ineonfiderable  place.  It  has  a  governor,  'a  _ 
man  of  fome  confequence,  who  is  not:  appointed  by.  the  Grand  Seignior,  bur 
by  a  private  lord ;  the  revenues  of  the  village,  and  the  country  near  it, 
being  by  the  imperial  bounty,  the  property  of  a  Vizier  family,  Here  are- 
fome  Mofques  with  Minarets,  all.feated  on  a  hill. 

Juft  before  we  arrived  at  this  village,  we  pafled  over  the  river  Orontes,  Oronte:  river; 
by  a  done-bridge  of  feven  or  eight  arches.  The  bridge  is  the  largeft  we  had 
croifed  for.  fome  time  ;  for  though  the  river  is  in  general  not  very  wide, 
yet  at  this  place  it  occupies  a  large  fpace,  owing  to  a  confiderable  ■ 

Hand  in  the  midft.of  it,  which  occafions  the  water  to  fp read  and  become  - 
quite  (hallow.  The  bridge-  is  about  forty  yards  over;  but  a  little  below, 
the  Orontes  is  not  more- than  twenty  yards  broad.  From  the  accounts  given-; 

by? 
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1758.  by  ancient'  writers,  I  had  fancied  the  Orontes  to  be  a  much  larger  river, 

< — , — '  than  what  we  found  it  to  be.  Ovid  mentions  -it  with  the  moft  confider- 
able  rivers  in  the  then  known  world. 

“  Arfit  et  Euphrates  Babylonius,  arfit  Orontes, 

“  Thermodonque  citus,  Gangefque,  &  Phafis,  &  Ifter. 

“  Nilus  in  extremum  fugit  perterritus  Orbem, 

Occuluitque  caput,  quod  adhuc  latet.  Oftia  feptem 
•“  Pulverulenta  vacant  feptem  fine  flumine  valles. 

■“  Fors  eadem  Ifmarios  Hebrum  cum  Strymone  ficcat, 

“  Hefperiofque  amnes,  Rhenum,  Rhodanumqub,  Padumque 
“  Cuique  fuit  rerum  promifia  potentia,  Tybrin.” 

Met.  lib.  ii.  . 

The  Orontes  abounds  in  a  variety  of  excellent  fifn.  We  had  a  defire 
to  get  fome  eels,  but  were  difappointed,  although  they  are  fometimes  very 
plenty  here. 

Two e7.eek  At  fix  in  the  evening  we  left  Shoger  for  Ingezeek,  a  village  chiefly  inhabited 

village.  by  Greek  Cbrijtians,  where  we  arrived  at  half  paft  feven,  after  having  eroded 
a  very  large  and  high,  mountain.  Our  courfe  was  W.  N.  W.  and  W.  S.  W. 
This  evening  we  had  a  -view  of  mount  Caftus-,  which  is  laid  to  be  fo  high, 
that  on  the  top  of  it  one  may  fee  day  in  the  eaft,  and  night  in  the  weft  at 
the  fame  time.  According  to  Pliny,  the  mount  is  four  mile's  high  in  a 
perpendicular  line.  Lucan,  (peaks  -of  a  mount  Cajius  near  Egypt. 

“  Lucifer  a  Cafia  profpexit  rupe,  diemque 

Mifit  in  JEgyptum  primo  quoque  foie  calentem. 

Lucan  1,  Civ.  Belli,  lib.  x. 

During  our  ftay  at  Ingezeek  -vie  made  ufe  of  the  Chriftian  Papa’s  houfe, 
where  we  found  every  thing  extremely  mean.  Fortunately  for  us,  our 
conful  at  Laticha,  to  whom  Mr.  Baron  had  written  a  letter  from  Benijh, 
had  fent  hither  a  fupply  of  wine  and  provifion  for  us. 

Aoguft  19.  ,  We  left  Ingezeek  about  fix  this  morning,  and  travelled  over  fuch  high 
mountains,  that  if  we  had  occafion  to  write  a  letter  from  hence,  we  might 
with  great  propriety  have  dated  it,  from  the  clouds,  which  were  flying  much 
below  as  well  as  above  us.  Thefe  mountains  have  a  great  plenty  of  trees 
.and  lhrubs  growing  on  them.  The  fir,  live-oak,  crab-apple,  and  pear, 
are  among  the  trees,  and  the  myrtle  .among  the  ihrubs. — We  found  the 
air  here  very  fharp,  and  fometimes  damp.  At  eleven  we  refted  near  a 
watch-houfe,  and  continued  there  till  four  in  the  afternoon.  We  were 
fheltered  by  a  fine  grove  of  fycamores,  and  a  pleafant  ftream  of  water  ran 
.by  our  fide.  From  four  till  half  paft  five,  we  went  on  through  pleafant 
vales  interfered  by  rivulets,  whofe  banks  were  blooming  with  the  oleander 
jand  other  flowers,  and  lhaded  at  the  fame  time  with  mulberry-trees. 

3  Hence 
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Hence  we  had  the  pleafurc  to  fee  on  the  top  of  a  hill  juft  before  us,  Mr.  1758. 
Beaumefter  the  Britijb  conful  of  Latichea ,  who,  with  Mr.  Jafper  Crater  the  1  ■ 
Dragoman,  and  his  brother  a  doftor  of  phyfic,  were  come  thus  farto  meet  us. 

We  loon  joined  their  company,  and  from  the  hill  we  were  ravifhed  with  the 
tranfporting  view  of  the  Mediterranean  fea.  It  is  impoffible  to  exprefs  the 
joy  which  this  delightful  profpeft  gave  us,  and  how  eagerly  we  feafted  our¬ 
felves  on  a  fight  which  we  had  fo  long  and.  fo  paflionately  fighed  after.  We 
•began  now  to  think  that  all  our  difficulties  were  at  an  end,  and  the  time  not 
.far  off  when  we  ihould  be  landed  on  that '  happy,  native  fliore,  where  all 
our  hopes  and  wilhes  centered.  We  continued  to  advance  with  our  new 
-companions  till  feveri  o’clock,  having  upon  the  whole  of  this  ftage,‘made 
a  W.  S.  W.  courfe  ;  and  then  demounted,  and  betook  ourfelves  to  an 
liandfome  tent,  which  the  conful  had  ordered  to  be  pitched  the  day  before, 
purpofely  for  our  reception,  near  the  village  of  Balearea.  Here  we  found  Baleaeea-. 
plenty  of  provifion,  but  my  indifpoiition  would  not.  permit  me  to  tafte 
of  it. 


We  got  on  horfeback  before  fix  in  the  morning,  travelled  till  nine,  Auguft  20. 
W.  by  S.  through  a  moft  agreeable  country,  abounding  in  Indian  corn, 
and  plantations  of  olive  and  mulberry-trees.  We  met  with  a  fmall  riyer 
alfo  in  our  way,  and  feveral  runs  of  water.  The  ground  was  quite  covered 
with  myrtle  and  oleander  bufhes,  in  full  bloom.  We  alighted  at  the 
confuPs  country  houfe,  which  isTeated  on  a  hill  near  the  village  Befnada ,  Bssw aba’. 
about  two  miles  from  Lathhea,  and  the  fame  diftance  from  the  fea.  From 
this  fpot  you  have  a  moft  delightful  profpeft  of  the  town,  and  of  mount  Li- 
hanus,  and  of  the  Mediterranean.  The  iiland  of  Cyprus  bears  from  this  houfe 
about  S.  W.  and  is  diftant  twenty  leagues. 


The  conful’s  country  houfe  at  Befnada,  was  ftored  with  every  kind  of  Auguft  23. 
refrefhment,  and  we  flattered  ourfelves  that  notwithftanding  our  long  and 
fatiguing  journey  *,  we  Ihould  all  be  fpeedily  reftored  to  our  former  health 
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-  *  7  5^.  and  vigour;  but  though  we  have  now  been  here  three  days,  to  our  great;. 
— j  mortification,  Mr.  Doidge,  Mr.  Pye ,  and  myfelf,  ftill  find  ourfelves  exceed¬ 
ingly  out  of  order.  Our  whole  party  however,  except  Mr.  Pigot  and: 
fell,  made  a  Ihift  to  get  to  Latichia  yefterday  with  the  conful.  They, 
learnt  there,  that  his  tnajefty’s  Ihip  the  Amiufcade  Captain  Gwyn,  is  now  at,. 
Cyprus,  to  which  LQand  he  has  lately  carried  a  ftnall  French  prize. 

Augait  24..  Mr.  Doidge  and  I,  in  confequence  of  the  above  intelligence,  wrote  each- 
of  us  a  letter  to  Captain  Gwyn  at  Cyprus',  likewife  two  others  addrelTed 
to  the  fame  officer  at  Scanderoon,  on  a  fuppofition  that  the  Ambuf- 
cade  might  poffibly  have  left  Cyprus  for  this  Jaft  place.  Mr.  Doidge  wrote 
alfo  to  Captain  Evans  of  the  Prefton  at  Scanderoon.  Tilde  letters  related; 
to  our  future  proceedings,  and  Mr .  Doidge’ s  were  direflred  on  “  his  Majefty’s- 

Auguft  ty.  This  evening  our  good  friend  Mr.  Baron  left  .us  in  his  way.  back  to. 

Aleppo-,  he  will  foon  proceed  to  Scanderoon  to  fucceed  Mr.  Brown  as  conful,. 
the  latter  being  appointed  fucceffor.  to  Mr.  Drummond  at  Aleppo ,  when  he.- 
fliall  return  for  England.  ■ 

Monday,  Mr.  Pye  was  feized  yefterday  afternoon  with  troublefome  blotches  all’: 

AuguftzS.  qver  his  body,  and  an  univerfal  itching  of  the  fkiii.  Laft  night  he. 

fainted,  but  recovered  again  upon  being  carried  into  the  open  air..  This- 
morning  he  took  an  emetic,  but  has  not  been  well  all  day.  His  fkin  is. 
inflamed  and  fwoln,  and  his  pulfe  naturally  fofr,  now  labours  greatly,  At: 
night  he  took  the  third  part  of  a  .  paper  of  Dr.  Jawesls  powder  :  this-; 

Augu-lLj.  morning  we  found  him  almoft  perfeftly  recovered.. 

Auguft  3-1.  An  account. is  juft  come  from  Scanderoon,  that  Captain  'Turner,  commander;- 
of  one  of  our  Turly  fhips  there,  is  ill ;  and  that  a  malignant  diforder  pre¬ 
vails  among  the  crew,  which  has  already  carried  off  his  furgeon,  and  five- 
private  men.  I  find  myfelf  rather  better  to-day,  my  bowels  are  ftill  in  a. 
weak  ftate.  I  bathed  this  evening  in  the  fea,  hoping  thereby  to  brace  up- 
my  relaxed  conftitution.. 

September  1,.  The  boat  we  had  difpatehed  with  our  letters  to  Cyprus,  returned  this  • 
morning  with  an  account,,  that  Captain  Gwyn failed.  from  thence  laft  Weinef- 
day  fe’nnight,  to  the  weftward..  He  is  fCippofed  to  be  gone,  to  the  Eng- 
lijh  fleet  for  fait  provifion.s,  and  to  clean,  and  get  frelh  orders.  The  reafon . 
he  gave  for  taking  this  ftep,  was,  the  little  probability  of  the  Turly  traders , 
being  foon  ready  to  fail  under  his  convoy,  becaufe-  of  the  plague  ftill  raging : 
with  great  violence  at  Smyrna.  A  letter  from  Scanderoon,  in  anfwer  to. 
Mr.  Doidge’ s,  addrelTed.  to.  Captain  Evans,  fays,  “  We  know  not  where 
Captain  Evans  is,  and  have  not.  had  the  leaft  intelligence  of  late  from 
Smyrna.”^  Mr..  Turner,  who,,  is.  ftationed, .  at  Cyprus,  recommends  our 
.  "  .  _  goingj 
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going  immediately  to  that  ifland,  and  from  thence  taking  our  paffage  r 75$. 
to  Alexandria,  from  which  port,  he  fays,  fhips  are  frequently  going  to  -v— ' 

Leghorn.  We  are  defirous  of  firffc  having  fome  certain  account  of  the 
Prefion ,  Captain  Evans,  who  probably  may  ftili  continue  in  thefe  feas 
to  take  under  his  convoy  a  part  of  the  Turky  trade :  yet  we  are  appre- 
henfive  alfo  of  his  tarrying-here  too  long  for  our  purpofe,  by  being  obliged 
to  wait  for  the  fhips  now  lying  at  Smyrna  ;  and  fhould  that  be  the  cafe,  it 
is  very  poffible  that  he  will  not  arrive  in  England  before  the  fpring,  fmce 
the  merchant  lhips  cannot  begin  to  take  in  their  cargoes  till  the  plague 
has  ceafed  forty  days,  and  when  that  will  be,  God  only  knows ! 

•  Mr.  Doidge  has  been  treating  with  the  matter  of  a  Ragufan  veffel  to  carry  Septembers, 
us  to  Malta,  where,  we  have  not  the  leaft  doubt,  but  we  fhall  meet  with 
fome  of  our  own  men  of  war  belonging  to .  the  grand  fleet.  They  could 
not  however  agree  about  the  price.  The  Ragufan  at  firft  demanded  2500 
piaftres,  but  afterwards  came  dowrl  to  2000 ;  Mr.  Doidge  would  only  give 
him  i  500,  fo  they  parted. 

My  fellow-travellers  Meffrs  Doidge  and  Pyt ,  being  beyond  meafure  anxi-  September  3. 
cus  to  arrive  in  England,  on  account  of  the  difpatches  with  which  the 
former  is  charged  to  the  miniftry,  admiralty,  and  the  Eajl  India  company, 
and  alfo  to  fettle  our  deceafed  friend  Admiral  Watfori s  affairs,  they  therefore 
(with  my  full  confent)  refolved  to-day  to  proceed  to  Malta  in  the  Ragufan 
veffel,  hoping  by  this  means  to  get  to  the  commanding  officer  of  our  fleet, 
who  probably  might  think  it  expedient  to  difpatch  a  frigate  with  them  to 
England.  Lieutenant  "Alms  too,  whofe  expedtation  of  preferment  preffed 
him  to  get  home  as  foon  as  poffible,  and  Mr.  Pigot,  who  withes  to  pur- 
fue  his  ftudies  fome  months  next  winter  in  London,  determined  to  accom¬ 
pany  them. 

Having  with  pain  refiedted  on  my  unhappy  ftate  of  health,  and  the  many 
inconveniences  that  mutt  inevitably  arife  from  fo  many  fickly  people  being 
crowded  together  in  the  cabbin  of  a  veffel  of  only  150  tuns  burthen,  I 
refolved  to  tarry  behind  in  this  place,  till  my  health  fhall  be  better  efta- 
blifhed  ;  or  till  the  Prefton  with  the  T urky  trade  fhall  fail  for  England,  or 
a  better  and  more  commodious  opportunity  offers  than  at  prefent. 

About  feven  this  evening,  my  dear  friends  took  a  moft  affedting  leave  Monday, 
of  me,  and  foon  after  left  Befnada  for  Latichea.  At  eleven  they  embarked  September  4. 
in  the  Ragufan  'veffel,  and  immediately  fet  fail,  taking  with  them  Benjamin 
Jenkins,  and  Toney  the  black  boy.  They  are  to  give  1800  piaftres  for  this 
paffage  to  Malta-,  but  fhould  they  on  their  arrival  at  that  ifland,. get  cer¬ 
tain  intelligence  of  our  fleet  being  only  20  or  30  leagues  to  the  weftward, 
then  the  matter  on  his  being  applied  to,  is  to  put  them  on  board  the  admiral’s 
fhip,  and  be  paid  aoo  additional  piaftres. 

Ccc  1  This 
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ijs8.  This  day  arrived  here  in  the  conful’s  boat  from  Cyprus,  Mr.  Prefion ,  a? 
young  gentleman  late  from  Leghorn  and  England,  in  his  way  to  Aleppo  p. 

September  5.  where  he  is  going  to  refide  as  a  merchant,  in  the  houfe  of  Mr.  Fr.ee. 

Septembers.  I  wrote  another  letter  to  Captain  Evans  of  the  Prefion,.  and'  fent  it  tot 
Scemdevoon :  I  fent  alfo  duplicates  of  the  fame  to  Cyprus ,  to  beg  the  favour 
of  a  pafiage  in  his  fhip.  Conful:  Beaumefier  difpatched  a'  Mejs.  or  packet 
for  Aleppo  this  afternoon  ■,  I  embraced  the  opportunity  of  writing  to  Meflrs 
Drummond  and  Baron,  and  fent  by  the  fame  mefienger  a  parcel,  which  Mir 
Doidge  had  left  for  Mr.  Shaw  at  Bafiora. 

Sememb^n .  We  rec®iyed  advice  from  Aleppo,  that  the  plague  ffill  rages  at  Confiantiri 
r  ’  ’  nopl’e,  but  had  ceafed  at  Smyrna  the  5th  of  laft  month :  the  14th  inftant. 

therefore  will  be  the  fortieth  day  from  its  ceftation  ;  rhe  (Kips  at  this  laflr 
place,  we  prefume,,  will  then,  according  to  cuftom,  begin  to  take  in  their 
lading.  This  advic.e,  which  comes  from  one  of  our  merchants  at  Aleppo^, 
farther  tells  us,  that  the  Prefion.,  with  the  (hips  under  her  Convoy*  will  not 
be  able  to  fail  from  Smyrna  till  the  1  ft  of  Obiober.. 

Septemb.  iz.  I  thank  God  I  am  much  better  to-day.  My  pains  are:  gone,  and  the  flux- 
greatly  leffened,  For  the  firft  time  I  now*  drank  a-  glafs  of  tar-water,  and: 
rode  with  the  conful  to  Latichea.. 


Septemb.  13.  j  continue'  to  drink  tar-water,  and'  have  received  great  Benefit  from  it; 

I’rode  again  to  the  town  with  the  conful,.  Mr  .-Prefion,  and  Mr.  Jafper  Cruter, 
This  laft  gentleman  was  fo  obliging  as  to  (hew  Mr.  Prefion  and  me,  the 
marine-yard,  and  the  mole  or  (mall,  harbour,,  wherein  were-  12.  French 
(hips,  from  150  to  200  tuns  burthen,  whole  employ  is  to  carry  Turkijh  goods, 
and  Je%!>  paffengers  from  port  to  port :  they  are  called  Caruvanferahs ; 
We  afterwards  vifited  the  remains  or  two  triumphal  arches,  which  are  fo 
fully  defcribed  in  Mr.  Drummond! s  book  of  travels,  that  it  would  juftly  be 
deemed  impertinent  in  me  to  fay  any  thing  of  them.  We  then  paid  a  vific 
to  Mr.  Clinkey,  who  afts  here  as  vice-conful  for  the  Dutch  and  Germans.  In 
our  way  to  this  gentleman’s  houfe,  we  palled  through  feveral  ftreets,  in 
which  are  colonnades  (mentioned  alfo  by  Mr.  Drummond)  and  Bazars,  or 
market-places,  kept  in  good  order. 

Utichea.  Latichea'  is  a  pretty  large  town,  built  of  good  ftone  got  from  the  fea- 
fliore.  It  has  fix  or  (even  Mofqites  with  Minarets,  and  the  houfes  are  better 
built  than  the  Turkijh  ones  are  in  general.  The  governor  is  appointed  by 
the  Bajha  of  Tripoli:  He  is  abfolute  in  his  power,  of  which  he  has  given, 
a  mod;  convincing  proof  fince  our  arrival  at  Befnada ,  having  ordered  three 
criminals  to  be  impaled,  for  a  robbery  on  the  highway.  This  puniftiment 
was  in  Rifled  immediately  upon  their  being  taken,  without  waiting  for  the 
tedious  form  of  a  trial. 
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My  health  continues  to  mend, — This  evening  the  whole  family  took  a-  1758. 
ride  to  the  conful’s  new  plantation  of  mulberry  and  cotton  trees,  three  <— *- v— 
miles  to  the  northward  of  Befnada,.  and  mount  Cafms  appeared  to  be  about  Septmb.  14. 
20  miles  diftant  from  it. 

To  the  N.E.of  Latichea,  for  fome  miles,  all  the  rocks  near  the  fea 
fiiew  the  remains  of  ancient  workmanlhip.  Large  excavations  are  to  be 
feen  in  many  of  them,  which  Mr.  Drummond  very  properly  fuppofes  to  have 
been  chiefly  Catacombs  or  tombs  for  the  dead,  though  fome  of  them  appeared" 
to  me,  to  have  been  rather  grottos  for  the  living.  The  conful  and  his' 
company  entertained  us  to-day  with  th e  Gereed.  The  figs  are  now- ripe, 
and  in  confequence  we  have  great  plenty  of  Becca-ficca  birds  and  Ortolans. 

They  are  about  the  fize  of  a  bull-finch,  exceedingly  fat,  and  the  tafte  of 
their  flefii  is  generally  efteemed  as  exquifitely.  good. 

I  had  the,  mortification  to  hear  to-day  from  the  Patroon  belonging  to  the;  Septemb.-  iS> 
conful’s  boat,  that  by  letters  received  from  Smyrna  of  the  21ft  ulc.  the 
plague  then  continued  to  rage  there,  and  that  it  had  made  its  way  into  the’ 
neighbouring  ifl'ands.  If  this  be  true,  how  diftant  yet  are  my  hopes  of 
getting  to  England !' 

Letters  received  this  day  from  Mr.  Drummond  bring  no  public  news.  He’  Septemb.  17. 
fays,  he  writes  in  hafte,  and  intends,  detaining  .the  packet,  till  letters  ar¬ 
rive  from  Conjtantinople ,  which  are  daily  expe&ed. 

We  went  this  day  to  Latichea,  and  there  learned,  that  two  Englifi  Monday,- 
privateers  were  arrived'  at  Cyprus-,  and'  that  two  French  merchant  fhips  Sepcemb.  uS< 
alfo  had  put  in  there,  only  eleven  days  in  their  paffage  from  Marfeilks.  In 
a,  letter  received  by  Mr.  Beaumefrer  from  Mr.  Conful  Drummond ,  the  conful 
advifed,  that  he  defigns  being  at  Latichea  in  the  beginning  of  OBoler ,  from 
whence  he  intends  going  on  board  Captain  ‘turner’s  flfip,  and  failing  in  it 
under  convoy  to  England.  This  circumfl-ance  gives  me  frefh  hope  of  the 
plague  having  ceafed,  and  of  the  fpeedy  failing  of  the  Prefton- man  of  war. " 

This  evening  at  ten  okdock  Mr.  P  reft  on  Pet  oiit  for  Aleppo.  Mr.  Free 
had  fent  a  lervant  and  horfes  for  him,,  and  Mr.  Jafper  Crater  the  Dra¬ 
goman,  accompanied  him.  . 

We  took  another  ride  to  Latichea,  where,  ro  the  furprize  of  the  conful,  Septemb.  as. 
he  learnt,,  that  his  uncle  Mr.  Purnel  (brother  to  the  gentleman  of  that  name 
at  Bajfora ,  and’predeceffor  as  conful  and  merchant  to  his  nephew  here)  was 
juft  arrived  from  England ,  but  laft  from  Leghorn.  He  travelled  through 
France  and  Italy. 

We  flept  laft  night  at  Latichea ,  where  Ifound  the  air  much  warmer  than  Sspiemb.  21.. 
"here  at  Befnada.  Every  body,  complained  of  it  ;  but  as  it  was  not  by  any 
means  to  be  compared  with  what  I  had  lately  felt,  -I  was  not  in  the-leaft  in¬ 
commoded. 
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1758.  commoded. — The  houfe,  ever  fince  Mr.  Purnel  arrived,  hath  been  full  of 

u— r-j  vifitors,  compofed  of  the  chief  Turks  of  Latichea. 

The  following  is  part  of  a  letter  I  received  this  morning  from  Mr.  Drutii- 

“  I  wifh  your  brother  travellers  a  happy  voyage,  but  am  extremely 
“  forry  you  was  not  able  to  go  with  them.  ■  A  Swede ,  now  lying  at  Scan- 
“  demon,  may  pofllbly  get  fome  goods  for  Leghorn.  If  that  fhould  be 
■“  the  cafe,  I  would  advife  you  by  all  means  to  go  in  her. 

“  At  Cyprus  you  lie  in  the  way  of  all  that  offers ;  and  were  1  there  with 
“  my  bufinefs  finifbed,  I  fhould  certainly  move  off  with  the  firft  veiTel ;  for 

God  knows  whether  we  may  fee  a-.convoy  fooner  than  the  end  of  No- 
“  vernier. 

“  At  prefent  my  affairs  are  fo  uncertain^  that  I  dare  not  think  'of  form- 

ing  any'  fcheme  one  way  or  the  other.  I  have  been  acquainted  with 
“  German  roads  in  winter,  but  I  was  then  young.  In  any  fhape,  your 
“  company  would  be  a  pleafure  to  me  -,  but  I  carry  no  fervartt  farther  than 
“  Cyprus ,  for  they  can  be  of  no  ufe  to  a  traveller.  Were  I  to  go  by  Leg- 
“  horn ,  I  fhould  chufe  the  Swifts  road,  but  all  at  prefent,  with  me,  is  build- 
“  ing  cattles  in  the  air. . 

“  I  know  you  have  many  reafons  for  wifh’mg  yourfelf  at  home-,  I  there- 
“  fore  hope  you  will  meet  with  fome  good  opportunity,  without  a  thought 
“  of  me,  who  feem  in  no  fhape  my  own  matter. — Nothing  promifes  more 
“  to  make  you  eafy,  than  the  ' Swede  I  have  before-mentioned.” 

As  Meff.  Drummond  and  Purnel  are  both  of  opinion,  that  Leghorn  is  the 
;pkce  I  ought  to  go  to  -,  and  fince  the  convoy  probably  will  not  be  ready 
till  the  end  of  November,  and  both  myfelf  and  fervant  are -now  intolerable 
health,  I  refolved  to  fet  out  for  Cyprus  as  foon  as  poffible ;  hoping  we  fhall 
be  better  able  to  encounter  the  cold  of  the  Alps  in  the  winter,  than  we  were 
the  excettive  heats  of  Turly  laft  fummer. 

Septemb.26.  Yefterday  I  rode  out  in  the- evening  with  Meff.  Purnel  and Beaumefter. 

To-day  1  wrote  a  letter  of  compliments  and  thanks  in  my  own  and  fellow- 
travellers  names,  to  Emanuel,  bifbop  of  Babylon  ;  and  another  to  Mr.  Shaw 
at  Bajfora ;  putting  them  under  the  care  of  Conful  Drummond. 

sepiomb.  27.  A  Leghornefe  being  bound  to  .Cyprus,  I  agreed  to  take  my  paffage  in  her 
to  that  ifiand,  and  fent  on  board  my  baggage.  Mr.  Beaumefter  was  fo 
obliging  as  to  accept  of  the  two  horfes,-  which  Baron  Kniphaufen  made  us  a 
prefent  of.  In  .the  evening  I  wrote  a  letter,  and  fent  it  in  a  boat  to  Cy¬ 
prus, 
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grits,  to  Mr.  Turner,  begging  the  favour  of  him  to  fecure  me  a  faffage  in  1 758;  • 
the  Swede  bound  to  Leghorn.  ' — * — ' 

A  Mefs,  juft  now  arrived  from  Mr.  Jafper  Cruter  at  Aleppo,  brings  the  Septemb.  29, 
melancholy  news  of  the  death  of  the  Rev.  Mr.  Holloway ,  and  of  the  very 
dangerous  ftate  of  Mr.  Conful  Browne,  juft  returned  thither  from  Scanderoon, 
whe*re  he  caught  the  inr'eflion.  Mr.  Cruter  in  his  letter  informs  us  alfo, . 
that  the  plague  ceaied  at  Smyrna  the  20th  of  Augu.fi,  but  that  the  P  reft  on 
is  blocked  up  there  by .  three  French  fhips  of  war.  That.  Captain  Gwyn  is- 
ordered  to  fail  to  her-  afliftance,  but  as  his  flaip  the  Ambuftcaie  is  gone  to- 
the  weftwardj  thole  orders  probably  will  never  reach  him. . 

The  wind  hath  been,  and :  ftill  continues  foul  for  Cyprus ;  •  which  circutn-  Septemb/  joi 
fiance,  (as  I  have  fome  return  of  my  bilious  complaints)  is  not  unlucky.; 
and  I  am  told,  that  the  Swede  will  not  fail  for  Leghorn  -  in  lefs  than  three 
weeks.. 

The  wind  is  now  fair  for  our  failing,  ,  and  Tam  in  all  ' refpe&s  ready  tO'Odober -i». 
embark ;  but  the  veffel  has  not  taken  in  her  water, .  and  the  Italians  will- 
do  no  work  on  a  Sunday. 

By  the  confuPs  boat,  which  arrived  this  day  from  Cyprus,  I  had  the  fatis-  Monday, 
faflioa  to  receive,  the.  two  following,  letters/-  .  ,  Otfoberz.-- 


Cyprus,  r2th  of  September.  ■ 

“  FOUR:  days  after- we  left  you,  my  dear  Ned,  we  arrived  at  this  place. 
“•  The  news .  we  firft  learnt  here,  was,  that  the  fhips  were  admitted  to 
“  pra-ttique  at  Smyrna,  and  that  thePfefton  was  gone  thither  from  Stio,  in' 
“  confequence  of  it.  -  About  three  hours  after  fhe  got  in,  three  French  ' 
“  fhips  of.  war  arrived,,  who  had  been  lying  in  wait  for  her.  One  of  " 
“  them-  carried  64-guns,  the  other  two  were  frigates.  This  news  came  by 
“  letter  from  Smyrna,  and  Mr.  Turner  allures  me,  .it  may  be  depended  on  ; . 
“  fo  that  in  all  probability,  the  Prefton  will  be  blocked  up  till  a  reinforce- 
“  ment  comes  from  the  fleet;  and  that  will  not  be,  perhaps,  till  we  carry 
“  this  'news  '  to  the  admiral.  But  the  captains  of  two  privateers  who - 
“  came  in  ypfterday,  give  us  hopes  that  the  Prefton  will  fail  very.foon,  for  ' 
“  they  fpoke  with  a  boat  in  their  paffage  hither,  who  told  them,  the  cap-  ■ 
“  tain  of  the  Prefton-hzA  fent  to  Scio  for  a  'pilot  to  carry  -him- -out  of  Smyrna,, 
“  and  that  the  French  fhips  were  certainly  gone  off  the  ftation  :  If  this  latter. 
“  account  fhould  prove  true,  it  will  not  belong  I  hope-before-- you  hear  of  the  : 
“  Prefton’ s  being  at  Scanderoon.-  If  .  however  you  do  not  hear  of  - her  foon, , 
“  there  will  be  an  opportunity  of  going  down  in  the  Swede,  which  is  now  at-' 
“  Scanderoon  -,  fhe  will  flop  here,  and  proceed  from  hence  to  Leghorn,-  where . 
“  I  hear  you  may  be  certain  of  meeting  fome  of  our  cruifers,  as  that  is  - 
‘‘  the  port  our  Eeet  in  -  common,  viftual  at.  I  have  defired  Mr.  Turner -  to  < 
3  “'fend.i 
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«  fend- you  word  as  foon  as  the  Swede  arrives,  by  a  boat  on  purpofe,  if 
“  other  opportunity  fhould  offer  at  the  time:  this  appears  to  me  the  only 
«  chance  you  have  to  get  home1  this  year,  Pray  God  your  health  trfay 
“  enable  you  to  embrace  it'!  .As  for  our  ftate  and  condition,  it  ftands  . 

“  thus. - has  a  voracious  appetite,  but  nothing  agrees  with  him  ;  every 

-«  thing  turns  four  in  his  ftomach,  and  yet  he  is  too  wife  to  take  a  vomit. 

“  - by  his  own -idlcnefs  in  lying  upon  the  deck  one  night,  brought  oh  his 

“  ague  and  fever. - is  as  ufual,  neither  Tick  nor  forry.  And  as  for  my 

“  part,  I  am  not  fick  enough  to  complain,  nor  well  enough  to  be  jolly, 

“  I  have  -had  an  ugly  pain  in  my  right  fide,  fo  very  acute  at  nights,  that 
“  I  can’t  lie  on  my  left :  this  founds  very  odd,  but  it  is  even  fo  s  however,-- 
“  as  1  have  no  fymptom  of  a  fever,  I  hope  it  does  not  proceed  from  an  * 

«  inflammation  of  the  liver  :  tar  water  and  moderation,  I  hope  will  relieve 
me,  and  carry  me  home  at  laft  fafe  arid  found.  Pray  don’t  you  ne- 
i‘  gled  to  drink  it ;  .depend  upon  it,  ’twill  be  of  benefit  to  you. 

“  If  you  fhould  go  home  in  the  Swede,  you  need  not  be  afraid  of  fpending  a 
“  little  time  here ;  you  will  find  the  air  agreeable,  -and  the  gentle  exercife 
“  of  an  one-horfe  chaife  will  do  you  good,  which  will  be  entirely  at  your 
command,  every  morning  and  evening:  you  will  find  Mr.  ‘Turner  a  very 
“  honeft,  good-natured  young  gentleman,  who -will  chearfully  do  every 
■“  thing  in  his  power  to  oblige  you.  Should  you  have  any  opinion  of  this 
“  Swede,  I  would  advife  you  to  fend  a  meffenger  to  Scanderoon,  on  pur- 
“  pofe,  to  know  if  fhe  touches  at  Cyprus,  and  when  fhe  will  be  here ;  by 
“  this  you  will  be  better  able  to  take  your  meafures,  than  by  waiting  for 
“  -a  boat  of  advice  from  hence,  as  her  paffage .  may  be  uncertain. 

“  1  was  in  hopes  we  fhould  have  been  able  to  have  left  this  ifland 
“  to-morrow,  but  now  am  afraid  it  will  not  be  ’till  the  day  after.  Our 
*  “  captain  appears  to  be  a  good-natured  fellow,  we  do  juft  as  we  pleafe: 
u  I  wifh  to  God !  it  had  been  right  and  fit  for  you  to  have  been  with  us  5 
“  however,  when  you  do  embark,  I  hope  you  will  have,  in  every  refpefl, 

•“  an  agreeable  paffage,  and  that  it  will  not  be  long  before  we  meet  again 
“  in  dear  Old  England !  from  whence  I  hope  neither  of  us  will  ever  depart 
“  again. 

“  All  our  party  defire  their  kindeft  -compliments  to  you.  Mr.  T urner 
“  begs  you  will  accept  his;  and  as  my  friend,,  he  hopes  you  will  without 
“  ceremony,  make  his  houfe  your  own,  while  you  continue  at  Cyprus. 

“  Pray  remember  us  all  moft  heartily  to  Mr.  Beaumefter,  Jafper  Cruter,  and 
“  the  Doftor .;  and  be  affured  yourfelf,  my  dear  friend,  nobody  loves  and 
“  efteems  you  more  than 

“  Your  truly  faithful 

“  and  affectionate 

H.  Doidce.” 


!*  The  moil  alarming  and  a  common  diforder  df  the  Eajt  Indies . 
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“  has  left  his  great  broad  fword  behind  him,  which  he  defires  you  175*. 
4 £  .will  enquire  about,  and  take  care  of:  pray  tell  Mr.  Beaumejier,  that. 

“  the  Lurkijh  cuftom-houfe  officer,  who  took  my  piftols  out  of  my  cheft, 

“  has  not  returned  them  ;  I  beg  he  will  enquire  into  it ;  and  I  think  ’twould 
“  be  but  juftice  if  fuch  a  rafcal  could  be  made  an  example  of,  andpuniihed 
“  for  the  robbery. 

“  Mr.  Lurner  defires,  when  you  arrive,  in  the  road,  .you’ll  fend  him  a 
”  note,  he  then  will  be  ready  at  the  landing  place  to  receive  you  in  his 
41  chaife ;  don’t  negleft  doing  this,  as  his  houle  is  half  a  mile  from  the 
a  water-fide,  and  .you’ll  find  it  difagreeable:  walking. 

“  Once  more,  adieu. 

“  H.  D.” 


“Sir,  ,  Cyprus ,  15  September,  175S.  ' 

“  I  TAKE  this  opportunity  to  fend  you  the  inclofed  letter  from 'our 
“  friend  Mr.  Bridge,  who  failed,  with  all  his  company,  laft  night,  with  a 
“  fair  wind  ;  I  take  the  liberty  to  offer  you  my  houle,  wherein  you  will 
“  meet  an  hearty  welcome.  When  you  arrive  in  port,  pleafe  to  ftay  on 
“  board  the  ffiip  or  boat  which  brings  you,  until  you  fend  me  a  note,  that 

“  my  chaife  may  be  at  the  marine  to  receive  you.  I  hear  that  there  is  a 

“  Swede  now  at  Scanderoon  taking  in  part  of  her  loading  for  Leghorn,  and  to 
“  fill  up  here.  I  believe  it  would  be  proper  to  difpatch  a  meffenger  to  Scan- 
“  deroon-  to  know  the  truth  of  this  report,  by  which  you  may  .take  your 

“  meafures :  but  I  think  at  all  events,  your  being  here  as.foon  as  poffible 

“  would  be  belt,  for  this  port  is  more  in  the  track  ■  for  fliips  for  Europe, 
“  than  Latichea.  I  have  the  honour  to  be, 

.  “  Sir, 

“  Your  devoted  humble  fervant, 

.  Timo.  Turner.” 

“  Mr.  Doidge's  exercife  twice  a  day  in  the  chaife,  relieved  him  greatly  of 
“  his  pain  in  the  fide ;  a  few  days  more  he  imagined  would  have-  perfefted 
“  his  cure.” 

The  piftols,  mentioned  in  Mr.  Doidge' s  letter,  as  taken -out  of  his  trunk 
by  the  Lurkijh  cuftom-houfe  officer,,  were  returned  to  me  by  the  conful, 
who  complained  of  it  to  the  governor  ;  but  as  almoft  all  the  Lurks  in  office, 
from  the  higheft  to  the  loweft,  are  reputed  to  be  rogues  (and  .with  too  much 
juftice)  probably  this  pilfering  Aga  will  fuffer  no  other  puniffiment,  but  the 
mortification  he  'has  already  experienced,  of  being  obliged  to  part,  with 
■what,  for  a  few  days,  he  looked  upon  as  his  own  property,  however  unjuftly 
acquired. 


Ddd 


This 
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1758. .  This  evening,  about  ten  o’clock,  I  bid  adieu  to  my  good  friends,  the 
*—*v — '  conful,  and  his  uncle  Mr.  Purnel.  I  am  beyond  meafure  obliged  to  both 

for  the  great  civilities  they  have  conferred  upon  me  during  my  ftay  at  Bef- 
nada  and  Latichea ,  but  more  particularly  to  the  conful,  for  having  provided 
me  with  many  neceflaries  for  my  voyage,  and  encumbred  himfelf  and  his 
houfe  with  taylors,  &c.  for  my  fervice. 

At  eleven  I  embarked  on  board  the  Elena  Fortunata  brig,  Giotianni  Baddei 
matter.,  Mr.  Nun ,  an  Irijh  gentleman'  is:  the  mate,  and  Monf.  Rey,  a 
Frenchman  the  pilot.  The  brig  carries  eight  hands,  and  two  guns,  half- 
pounders.  At  twelve  we  fet  fail  for  Cyprus ,  with  a  fair  breeze  from  the 
,eaft.  At  funfet  the  next  day,  twelve  minutes  before  fix,  the  ifland  of  Cyprus 
was  feen  by  our  people  ;  and  at  twelve  at  night  the  day  after,  we  came  to 
an  anchor  in  Saline's-bay. 

October  About  eight  in  the  morning,  I  went  on  (hore  at  Larnica ,  and  found  Mr. 

'Burner  with  his  chaife  at  the  water’s  .fide,  waiting  to  conduft  me  to  his 
houfe.  I  was  foon  vifited  by  Monf.  Cruter  (father  to  Jafper  Cruter  Dra¬ 
goman  at  Latichea )  and  by  many  other  gentlemen,  and  dome  few  ladies.— 
This  evening  came  in  the  Swede  from  Scanderoon  bound  to  Leghorn-,  a 
few  hours  however  too  late,  for  the  Italian  hath  been  before-hand  with  her, 
and  engaged  the  whole  of  her  intended  freight. 

This  ifland  of  Cyprus  is  fituate  between  33  and  36-degrees  of  eaft  longi¬ 
tude,  and  34  and  36  degrees  of  north  latitude,  oppofite  the  lhores  of  Syria 
and  Cilicia.  It  extends  in  length  from  eaft  to  weft  220  miles,  and  is  in 
circuit  about  550.  The  air  is  fo  pleafant,  the  foil  fo  fruitful,  and  the  hills 
lo  abounding  with  metals,  that  the  ancients  called  it  Macaria,  the  Happy 
IJland-,  and  the  inhabitants  thereof  being  a  lewd,  lafcivious  people,  it  was 
thence  confecrated  to  Venus,  who  is  frequently  ftiled  Venus  Cypria  and  Dea 
Cypri.  The  firft  inhabitants  were  Cicilians,  who  yielded  to  the  Phenicians, 
as  they  did  to  the  Greeks.  Ptolemy  the  laft  king  of  this  ifland,  knowing'  that 
Gato  was  fent  againft  him  by  the  Romans,  put  an  end  to  his  own  life.  It 
continued  in  the  hands  of  the  Greek  emperors  till  656,  when  it  was  con¬ 
quered  by  the  Saracens.  In  807,  the  Greeks  recovered  it;  but  Richard 
ift.  King  of  England,  going  to  the  holy  war.  in  1 191,  and  being  ill  treated 
by  the  inhabitants,  conquered  it,  and  gave  it  to  Guy  Lufignan,  whofe  fuc- 
cefibrs  were  difpoflefied  by  the  Bempksrs  in  1306.  In  1472,  the  Venetians 
poffelfed  themfelves  of  it;  and  in  1560,  Selim  the  Grand  Seignior  took  it, 
whofe  fuccelfors  have  enjoyed  it  to  the  prefent  time.  . 

Oftober  6.  This  evening  I  took  a  ride  with  Mr.  Burner,  to  the  Salines,  or  natural 
Salterns  -,  an  accurate  defcription  of  which  Mr.  Drummond  hath  already  given 
Oftober  7.  to  the  public. — To-day  we  went  together  to  the  Bajha’s  garden,  -and  took 
a,  view  of  the  aqueduft,  by  which  Larnica  is  fupplied  with  water  from 
a  fpring  at  the  foot  of  a  mountain,  fix  miles  off. 


Mr. 
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Mr.  Tuner  and  I  dined  this  day  with  our  confui,  and  rode  out  asufual  175^. 
in  _the  evening.  We  vifited  a  frnall  village  called  Chitty,  fuppofed  to  be 
built  on  the  fame  fpot  as  the  Citium  of.  the  ancients.  The  mornings  and  er  I0‘ 
evenings  are  fharp,  but  the  middle  of  the  day  is  yet  warm. 

A.  boat  juft  now  arrived  from  Latichea,  with  a  letter  from  Jafper  Cruter,  o&ober  13. 
who  is  returned  from  Aleppo  which  gives  me  the  painful  account  of 
my  friend  Mr.  Baron,  _and  his  fervant  Aftoore,  being  nigh  death  in  a  fever 
of  the  malignant  kind,  which  attacked  them  foon  after  their  arrival  at 
Scantier ocn.  Captain  Turner  continues  alfo  very  weak  and  low  from 
a  diforder  he  caught  there ;  and  of  which  his  nephew,  and  another 
young  gentleman,  befides  many  of  his  people,  died.  There  alfo,  three 
officers  of  the  Anibufcade  got  the  ficknefs  which  occafioned  their  deaths  : 
and  thither  our  little  party  had  certainly  gone  from  Aleppo,  had  not  pro¬ 
vidence  kindly  interpofed,  and  carried  us  to  Latichea.  Mr.  Crater’s  letter 
alfo  advifed,  that  Confui  Browne  cannot  live  long  ;  and  that  Mr.  Drummond 
is  expected  to  arrive  at  Latichea  as  this  evening,  or  to-morrow  morning. 

He  defigns  coming  to  this  ifland,  in  order  to  take  his  paffage  with  me  to 
Leghorn,  there  being  at  prefent  no  hope  of  the  convoy’s  failing,  as  the  French 
lhips  continue  to  cruize  for  them  off  Smyrna. 

At  five  this  morning,  I  fet  out  on  horfeback  for  the  top  of  Mount  Croce  0 Sober  ig, 
or  St.  Crux,  in  company  with  Mr.  Turner,  and  his  clerk  Mr.  Michael 
Clamfon,  Alexander  'M‘IntoJh,  and  two  other  fervants.  We  rode  about  W, 
by  S.  for  an  hour  and  half  through  a  plain,  having  paffed  in  our  way  the  , 

laft  fet  of  ftone  arches  belonging  to  the  aqueduct,  and  which  confifts  of 
31  to  the  beft  of  my  remembrance.  At  fix  we  left  the  village  Vaftrio 
on  our  right,  and- in  half  an  hour,  Vudia.  Wethen  began  to  afcend  a  rifing 
ground,  and  after  riding  two  or  three  points  to. the  northward  of  the  weft, 
we  got  at  half  paft  feven,  to  a  fmall  Greek  church  and  convent  dedicated  to 
St.  Alhanafius,  fituated  between  two  hills ;  where,  in  the  rainy  feafon  and 
for  fome  months  after,  is  a  great  run  of  Water  from  the  "  mountains  (called. . 
by  Mr.  Drummond,  the  river  Tatius)  but  the.  bed  of  it  is  at  prefent  dry,  On 
the  fides  of  both  thofe  hills,  are  the  ruins  of  many  buildings,  in  appearance 
very  ancient.  Some  of  them  are  of  brick,  others  of  ftone,  and  chey  are 
feveral  miles  in  extent.  We  alfo  paffed  by  fome  ruins  of  a  more  modern 
-date,  feated  on  another  hill  to;  our  right.  The  inhabitants  frequently  dig 
up  ftones,  marble,  &c.  among  the  ruins. 

We  continued  riding  on  till  half  paft  eight,  ftill  afeending,  and  palling 
between  mountains  covered  with  the  pine,  oak,  olive,  locuft  (or  Carubee) 
and  walnut-tree.  Here  were  alfo  the  hawthorn,  myrtle,  blackberry,  vine, 
oleander,  and  other  bufhes  and  ffirubs  in  great  plenty.  From  half  paft 
eight  till  a  quarter  after  nine,  we  continued  to  afcend  Monte  Croce  ;  then  we 
came  to  another  Convent,  where  we  difmounted  to  reft  .our  horfes.  In  this 
convent  we  found  two  or  three  Papas  or  priefts,'  one  of  whom  Was  making 
.  D  d  d  2  a  pair 
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175S.  a  pair  of  fhoes.  They  readily  gave  us  all  the  affiflartce  in  their  power, nor 
— i— — '  did  they  think  it  beneath  them  to  take  care  of  our  beafts ;  fuch  was  the 
real,  or  at  lead:  feetning  humility  of  thefe  holy  men.  We  made  free  with, 
the  Papas  kitchen  utenfils  to  drefs  the  victuals  we  had  brought  withais;. 


At  eleven,  leaving  our  horfes  behind  for  greater  fafety,  we  mounted  on- 
mules  to  vifit  the  Holy  Crofs ,  a  church  placed  on  the  very  fumrnit  of  the 
mountain,  and  reached  it  in  about  half  an  hour’s  riding..  We  found  there 
another  Papa,  and  a  little  boy.  The  church  is  finally  and  its-  walls  are 
built  of  an  iron-ftone  found  in  the  neighbourhood.  Tradition  fays,  that  this 
edifice  was  eredted  at  the  expence  of  St- Helena  the  mother  of  Conftantine, 
1400  years  ago;,  though  it  plainly  appears  to  have  been  rebuilt  fince  that 
time,  for  not  a  third  part  of  the  ancient  wall  now  remains.  They  fhew  you 
a  large  crofs,  before  which  a  filk  curtain  is  drawn;  and  if  you  will  be¬ 
lieve  the  prietts,  it  is  inlaid  with  a  part  of  that  very  crofs  on  which  our  Sa¬ 
viour  was  crucified.  Devotees  never  fail  coming  here  once  a  year,  to  offer 
up  tlieir  devotions  at  the  Holy  Crofs,  From  the  top  of  this  mountain  we- 
had  a  mod  delightful-  and  extenfive  profpeft  over  the  greateft  pare  of  the 
whole  ifland.  We  clearly  faw  the  following  places. 


Como  —  —  diftant  — 

If:a  or  Ifmh  —  —  — ' 

Bali  (the  antient  Idalium)  —  — 

Nicofta  —  —  — 

Famaguftt 


ST*  -~ 


Chilly 

Afpera 


Aboutone  o’clock  we  quitted  the  top  of  the  mountain,,  and  in  half  an  hour- 
got  to  the  lowed  convent ;  where  we  alighted,  refrefhed  ourfelves,  and  at  half 
paft  three  fet  out  for  Larnica ,  which  is  about  15  miles  from  the  fummirof 
the  mountain;  where  we  arrived  a  little  after  feven,  very  much  fatigued. 


Both  in  going  and  returning,  Mr.  Ftirner  and  I  thought  it  neceffary  to 
difinqunt  and  walk  over  fome  particular  places,  the  road  being  narrow,  and 
the  precipices  dangerous..  We  made  the  Papas  at  both  convents  a  fmall 
prefent,  with  which  they  appeared  very  well  pleafed.  He,  who  refided  in 
the  laft  convent,  took  our  Douceur  fo  kindly,  that,  mounting  his  afs,  he 
gratefully  accompanied  us  for  a-  confiderable  way,  and  fliewed  us  the  belt 
turnings  in  the  road. 


E>£tober2o,.-  A  letter .  received  this  day  by  Mr.  Conful  Boddington,  brings  the  melan¬ 
choly  news  of  the  Confuls  Browns'  and  Baron'  being  both  dead.  Advices 
from  Laticbta  mention,  -that  Mr.  Drummond  in  confequence  of  the  above 
unfortunate  event,  and  to  gratify  ■  the  fadtory  at  Aleppo,  had  determined  to-. 

continue 
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aontimie  there  a  few  months  longer. — The  fame- advices  add,  that  there'  J758- 
are  now  five  Englijh  gentlemen  s.t  Aleppo,  travellers  from  India,  who  are  *  * 

daily  expefted  at  Latichea  in  their  way  to- England, 

I  clofed  to-day.  with  the  captain  of :  the  Elena  FortmtataFcx  my  own  and.  Oft01*1,  zl-- 
.my  fervant’s  paffage  to  Leghorn.  He  is  to  yield  me  the  foie  ufe  of  the  great 
cabbin,  and  no  paffenger  is  to  be  admitted  into  it  without  my  confent.  He 
is  to  find  me  alfo  in  fire  and  water,  and  to  give,  me  fuch  other  affiftance- 
as  {ball-lie  in  his  power  to  make  the  paffage  agreeable.  Oirmy  part,  I  arm 
to  pay.  him  fifty  Leghorn  fequins  in  hand,  and-provided  I  fhall  be  thoroughly 
fatisfied  with,  my  treatment,  ten  more,  o'n  my  landing  at  Leghorn; 

The  marriage  ceremony  was  this  day  performed  between  two  young  OJtober  *«■ 
perfons,  who  were  Chriftians.  It  was  intended  to  have  been  a  public  affair, 
but  afterwards  changed  to  a  private  one,  as  the  point  of  precedence  could 
not  be  fettled  between .  the  Briti/h  and  French  confuls.  . 

Mr.  'Turner  was  fo  obliging  as  to  trouble  himfelf  about  my  fea-ftock,  and? 
procured  me  an  hogfhead  of.  old  Cyprus- wine.  All  the  wines  almoft  of  shis 
ifland,  have  in  them  a  peculiar  tafte  of  tar;  this  is  owing  to  the  vineyards 
lying  on  the  fides,  or  at  the  foot  of  the  mountains  which  are  covered  with 
pine  trees,  whofe- juices  wafhed  down  by  the  rains, -impart  this  flavour  to 
the  grapes.. 

The  wind  blew  this  morning  from  the  N;  E.  which  brought  the  coldefl  oaobcr-zi.. 
weather  I  have  known  for  fame  years,  and  obliged  me  to  have- a  fire.- 

This  afternoon,-  four,  of  '  the  Englijh  gentlemen  from  India,  Meffrs. .  Gregory ,  oftober  26.  - 
‘ Tottingham ,  Bailey,  and  Pajley  arrived  here,  having  left  one  of  their  party 
behind  at  Aleppo  ;  and  at  five  o’clock  they  paid  me  a  viiit.. 

I-  returned  their  vifit  this  morning,  and  made-  them  am  offer  of  the- ufe  O&ober  27.-. 
of  the  great  cabbin  with  me,  provided  they  were  inclinable  to  go  in  the 
Lcghorneje  veffel.  They  expreffed  th’emielves  greatly  obliged  to  me,  and 
agreed  with  the  captain  for  a  paffage  for  themfelves  and  fervants.  They 
left  Bengal  in  Felruary  laft;  touched  at  KareC'  and  Bajfora,  and  brought  a 
letter  from  Baron  Kniphaufen  addreffed  to  Mr.  Doidge  and  me,  which  I  efteem 
fo  great  an  addition  to  his  former  favours, ,  that  I  cannot  help  tranfcribing. 


“  Messieurs,.  K'arreck,  le  10  Juillet,  1758. 

J’ai  etc  charme  d’apprendre  votre  heureufe  et-  prompte  arrivee  a  Bajfora ;  . 
“  quant  aux  remerciments  que  vous  voulez  bien  me.  faire  au  fujet  des  petits 
“  fervices  que  j’ar  en  le  bonheur  de  vous  rendre  ici,  je  les  attribue  a  votre 
“  politeffe,  et.  vous  prie  de  croire  que  je  fouhaiterois  pouvoir  vous  en  rendre 
“  de  plus  elfentiels.  Le  pauvre  Matglot  a  -  qui  ‘vous  deftiniez.de  prefent 
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•  “  de  deux,  cent  roupies  eft  tnort  a  Bajfora,  peu  de  terns  aprls  votre  depart, 

“  de  forte  que  je  n’ai  pu  mettre  en  ceuvre,  votre  generofite  a  fon  egard. 

“  Je  finis  Meffieurs  en  .vous.  fouhaitant  beaucoup  de  fante,  et  de  con- 
“  tentement,  pour  la  continuation  ,de  .votre  voyage  dont  je  ferai  charme 
“  d’apprendre  l’heureufe  iffue,  .etant  avec  une  confideration  des  plus  dif- 
-“tinguees,  / 

■“  .'Meffieurs, 

■f‘  Votre  tres  humble  et 

•“  tres  obeiffant  ferviteur, 

“  K.NIPHAUSEN.* 

:f.  S.  “  Je  ne  doute  pas  que  Mr.  Pye  ne  s’ennuye  beaucoup  de  la  longueur 
“  du  voyage,  je  me  recommende  a  fon  fouvenir  de  meriie  qu’a  celuy 
“  de  Mr.  Alms. 

“  Aux  Meffieurs  Doidge  et  Ives.’’ 

In  Englifi  thus : 

“  Gentlemen,  Kareck,  roth  of  July,  1758. 

-  “  I  was  extremely  glad  to  hear  of  your  fafe  and  quick  arrival  at  Bajfora. 
M  I  attribute  wholly  to  your  politenefs  the  thanks  you  are  pleafed  to  give 
“  me,  for  the  trifling  fervices  which  I  had  the  happinefs  of  rendering  you, 
“  and  beg  you  to  believe,  that  I  wilhed  for  an  opportunity  of  ferving  you 
“  in  a .  more  effential  manner. 

“  The  poor  failor  *,  for  whom  you  had  defigned  the  prefent  of  two 
“  hundred  rupees,  died  it  Bajfora  a  little  after  your  departure,  fo  that  l  ean- 
“  not  carry  into  execution  your  gencrofity  refpecting  him. 

“  I  conclude,  gentlemen,  in  wifhing  you  much  health  and  happinefs, 
■“  during,  the  remaining  part  of  your  journey.  It  will  give  me  great  plea-  . 
*“  fure  to  hear  of  its  being  happily  ended  s  and  am,  with  the  moll  perfedt 
•“  efteem, 

.  “  .Gentlemen, 

“  Your  moft  humble,  and 
“  very  obedient  fervant, 

“  KNlPHATJSEN.” 

:P-  S.  “  I  doubt  not  but  Mr.  Pye  is  much  fatigued  by  the  length  of 
“  the  journey:  I  beg  to  -be  remembered  to  him,  and  Mr.  Alms. 

*K  $0  Meffieurs  Doidge  and  Ives.” 

The  four  gentlemen,  (my  future  fellow  travellers)  encouraged  by  our 
example,  left  Bengal  la  ft  February  i  ftaid  a  month  at  Bajfora  on  account  of 

•  Tbit  man  belonged  to  the  Dutch  Ptliuca  ;whiqh  carried  ns  from  Kerec  to  Baffcm,  and  had 
the  misfortune  to  have  his  hand  torn  to  pieces  by  the  e*plofion  of  one  of  her -cannon, 
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the  exceffive  heat:  pa  (Ted  from  thence  to  Baghdad,  by  the  Euphrates,  and  175^- 
therj  over  the  great  Defirt  to  Aleppo,  under  the  management  of  Cojee  Raphael,  -  J 

who  ferved  them  alfo  a  very  dirty  trick. 

They  informed  me,  that  they  left-matters  at  Bengal  in  a  pretty  good  ftate; 
and  that  my  worthy  friend  Captain  Henry  Smith  had  at  laft  been  obliged,  on 
account  of  his  ill  date  of  health,  to  follow  the  advice  I  had  long  before 
given  him,  of  quitting  his  Ihip,  .and  had  failed  for  Europe  in  the  fame 
veil'd  with  Captain  Speke. — I  fear  too  nice  a  fenfe  of  honour,  which  poor 
Captain  Smith  carried  to  excels,  has  been  the  means  of  keeping  him  too 
long  in  that  unwholefome  climate  *  1  Thefe  gentlemen  alfo  advifed  me, 
that  Colonel  Ford  was  at  Bengal,  and  that  my  good  friend  Major  Carnac 
was  with  him;  that  Colonel  Clive  was.  foon  to  leave  the  province;  that  all 
the .  lands  agreed  on  by  treaty  with  the  Nabob,  were  delivered  into  our 
hands;  that  fince  our  departure,  the  late  Meerjaffier,  now  Soubahdar,  had 
made  another  payment  of  the  money  ftipulated  to  the  company,  and  other 
perfons  concerned ;  and  that  he  had  been  confirmed  in  the  three  provinces 
by  a  commiffion  from  the  great  Mogul,  who  likewife  had  conferred  a  very 
high  title  on  Colonel  Clive,  and  another,  though  lefs  military,  yet  very 
honourable,  on  Mr.  Watts.  They  concluded  with  telling  me,  that  Lieutenant 
Cormick  of  the  Tyger ,  and  Captain  Young  of  the  army,  were  dead  ;  but  that 
all  my  other  particular  friends,  except  Captain  Smith,  were  in  good  health. 

In  the  evening  we  rode  out,  and  vifited  thofe  other  remains  of  antiquity, 
mentioned  in  Mr.  Drummond' s  travels,  p.  251.  We  went  alfo  to  the  marine 
town,  andfaw  the  church  of  St.  Lazarus.  Th t  Papas  told  us,  it  is  now  1722 
years  fince  he  was  buried  here.  This  faint  'is  he,  whom  our  Saviour 
raifed  from  the  dead.  They  fhewed  us  the  end  of  his  coffin  under  ground, 
and  defired  us  to  take  notice  of  fome  fcraps  of  rags  and  ends  of  thread 
brought  hither  by  thofe  who  have  been  favoured  with  the  affiftance  of  the 
faint.  The  end  of  what  they  call  the  coffin,  has  been  pitched  or  befineared 
with  fome  bitumenous  fubftance,  defigned  to  impofe  upon  the  ignorant  and 
credulous,  as  moifture  iffuing  from  the  faint’s  body.  The  church  belongs 
to  the  Greeks ;  but  the  Romans  oh  St.  Lazarus's  day,  never  fail  to  perforin, 
divine  fervice  at  one  of  the  altars. 

Thank  God  !  I  am  now  in  perfect  health,  which  is  more  than  I  have  been 
able  to  fay  for  ten  months  paft.  I  fpent  fome  hours  this  day  in  taking 
leave  of  the  feveral  families  1  am  acquainted  with.  I  met  by  accident  with 
the  Freitcb  conful,  went  with  him  to  his  houfe,  and  for  the  little  time  l 
tarried,  was  entertained  very  politely.  . 

We  agreed  with  a  cook  to  go  with  us  to  Leghorn,  and  to  continue  in  our  Monday, 
fervice  during  the  quarantine  we  fhall  be  obliged  to  perform  there.  The  terms  Ofiober  30, 
are  50  dollars,  and  ten  or  twelve  more  to  be  paid  him  by  way  of  Buxie 

*  He  died  before  the  (hip  left  the  country. 
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•1758.  (or  prefent)  on  his- good  behaviour.  This  laft  firm  is  meant  to  defray  'Ms 
w—  >  expences  back. 

Oaober^i.  To-day  the  cook  fent  us  v/ord,  that  his  wife  will  not  let  him  go: 

however  we  foon  hired  another,  who  is  to  have  60  Cyprus  dollars,  .and  Buxie 
on  the  fame  footing  as  was  agreed  on  with  the  firlt. 

We  paid  our  farewel  compliments  to  the  conful  in  the  morning,  who 
■with  his  Chancellor-,  returned  the  vifit  .a  few  minutes  afterwards ;  and  wc 
went  on  board. 

My  very  worthy  and  obliging  friend  Mr.  Tamer  made  us  a  vifit  on  board 
the  Elena  Brig ,  and  finding  the  captain  not  inclined  for  failing,  infilled  on 
taking  us  alhore  again.  We  yielded,  and  in  our  way  paid  our  refpects  to 
the  conful,  but  fpent  the  day  with  Mr.  T urner,  who  at  our  requcft,  procured 
for  us  two  hogflieads  of  water,  fome  charcoal,  and  other  culinary  necef- 
laries,  which  we  on  examination  thought  the  veffel  wanted,  though  the 
captain  and  pilot  both  infilled  on  the  contrary.  Mr.  Turner  accompanied 
us  on  board  in. the  evening,  and  after  lupping  with  us,  left  the  fhip  about 
nine-,  when  we  weighed  anchor,  took  leave  of  the  ifland  of  Cyprus,  and  put 

to  fea,  fleering  the  proper  courfe  for  the  port  of  Leghorn  in  Italy. - .As  the 

dull  detail  of  a  fea-journal  can  afford  but  little  entertainment;  it  will  be 
diffident  to  obferve  in  general,  that  after  the  molt  diltrefsful  and  alarming 
.voyage  I  ever  made;  (owing  chiefly  to  the  inexperience  of  our  young 
■commander,  who  had  been  bred  a  clerk  in  a  merchant’s  office)  we  hap- 
'Lsghorn.  pily  came  to  an  anchor -in  Leghorn  road,  on  the  4th  of  December.  In 
Monday,  our  way  we  touched  at  Meffina  in  Sicily,  an  ifland  which  affords  the  moll  fer- 
December  4.  ti]e  pia;nS)  and  one  of  the  mod  beautiful  profpefls  in  the  whole  world,  but 
where,  though  they  furnilhed  us  with  plenty  of  frelh  provifions,  we 
■could  not  get  leave  to  perform  quarantine  ;  fo  cautious  are  the  magiftrates 
there  on  this  head,  ever  fince  the  great  plague  which  raged  in  the  year 
1744,  and  carried  off  two  thirds  of  the  inhabitants*. 

*  The  following  accurate  account  of  the  dreadful  havoc  made  by  the  plague  at  Msjfma 
in  the  year  1744,  extracted  by  an  Abie  from  the  regifters  of  that  city,  wUl  fufficiently  account 
for  the  extreme  caution  ufed  by  that  government.to  guard  againft  it. 
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cfhe  author  is  olliged  to  perform  quarantine  in  the  Lazaretto  at  Leghorn.—* 
-Receives  a  letter  from  Mr.  Doidge,  giving  aw  account  of  his  party’s  proceed¬ 
ings. — Occurrences  .and  obfervations  at  Leghorn.— Journey  to  Pifa,  Lucca, 
Borgiana,  and  Florence. — Defcription  of  this  laft  place-,  of  the  Great  Luke’s 
palace  of  Pitti ;  of  the  famous  gallery  of  the  old  palace,  and  the  federal  cham¬ 
bers  of  curiofities -,  of  the  chapel  of  St.  Laurence,  laptiftry-,  library ,  See,  Scc,- 
■— -Journey  to  Bologna,  Ferrara,  Padua  and  Venice. 


W  E  :had  no  fooner  come  to  an.  anchor  in  the  road  of  Leghorn,  but 
we  wrote  to  the  Britijh  conful,  who  foon  favoured  us  with  the 
following  obliging  anfwer. 


‘“Gentlemen,-  Luefd'ay  morning, 

“  I  have  received  the  letter  which  you  were  pleafed  to  honour  me  with, 
and  immediately  fent  to  the  chancellor  of  health  for  an  order  to  the 
'  “  captain  of  the  Lazaretto  to  receive  ypu,  and  your  fervants ;  which  is  made 
“  out,  fo  that  you  may  go  there  whenever  you  pleafe.  The  accommoda- 
“  tions  will  be  very  indifferent ;  however,  I  will  fend  to  the  captajn  of  the 
“  Lazaretto,  and  beg  of  him  to  render  you  all  the  fervices  in  his  power. 

And  as  to  myfelf,  you  have  only  to  command  me,  and  make  me  as 
“  ufeful  to  you  as  poffible. 

“  When  you  arrive  at  the  Lazaretto, .  I  will  take  eare  to  fend  a  man  to 
“  you,  and  you  may  give  him  your  orders  from  time  to  time,  to  buy  you, 
•“  fuch  neceflaries  as  you  may  want.  You  will  find  him  very  faithful,  and 
•“  may  give  him  what  you  pleafe  for  his  trouble. 

“  The  gentlemen  you  enquire  after  *,  have  not  palled  this  way,  nor  have 
“  1  heard  any  thing  of  them. 

“  I  am  forry  I  cannot  fend  you  any  Englijh  papers ;  the  officers  of  the 
“  navy  have  carried  them  all  away  ,  but  the  bearer  brings  you  fome  French 


*  Mr;  Doidge  and  his  party. 

E  e  c  “  Leyden 
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1758;  ■  -«  Leyden  gazettes.  Admiral  Broderick  failed  hence  with  the  fleet  the  1 2th-. 
u  ir  •  '  v  of  November. 

“  It  is  with  concern  I  acquaint  you,  that  your  quarantine  cannot  be  lefs-: 
“  than  thirty  days..  I  have.  only.  to. reiterate  to  you  the  offers  of  my  belt 
.  «  fervices,.  and  to  aflure  you$  that  I  will  with  pleafure  receive  and  executes 
“  any  commands  you  may  have  for  me.  I  am, 

“  Gentlemen, 

“  T:o  MeJJrs;  Ives,  Tottingham,  “  Your  mod  obedient 

“  Pafley,  Bailey,  and  Gre-  “  humble  fervant, 

“  gory;  on  board  the  Elena.  John.  Dick."'' 

“  Fortunata,  in  the  road  of 
“  Leghorn.” 

The  next  morning  the  following  letter  was  brought  to  us  in  theLazarstto- 
from  Mr.  Becher ,  to  whom  I.  had  been  recommended,  by  his  brother  act 
Bengal. 

•  .  .  “  Gentlemen,,  Livorno ,  6  December,  1758V 

“TFIbS  being  a  poll  day,  together  with  the  tempeftuous.  weather,  will-: 
“  prevent  my  paying  you  my  perfonal  refpefts  till  to-morrow ;  but  beings 
“  impatient  in  the  mean  while  to  fee.,  my.  brother’s,  letters,  L  beg  the  favour; 
V  of  you  toideliyer  them  to  the  bearer. 

“  I  congratulate  you,  gentlemen,  on  your  fetting  foot-  again  on  a  Chrif- 
“  tian  fliore ;  and  as  I  fear  you  will  find  the  •accommodations  at  the 
“•Lazaretto  very  indifferent,  l  beg  you  will  make  me  acquainted  with--: 
“  whatever  you.  may  want  either,  for  your  ufe.or  comfort  during,  your 
“  confinement;,  for.  every  thing  in  my  power,  fuch  as  money,  EsV.  you. 
“  may  command.. 

“  The  bearer  is-  my  boatman,  who  will' wait-  orr  you  daily,  to  'know,  and 
“  to  fupply  your  wants.  He  is  a  very  honeft,  good  man-.  I  fend  you  •• 
“by  him  two  London  Magazines  for  your  perufal, .  in  an-  idle  hour:: 
“  to-morrow- 1  will. convey  to-you  fome  Englijh  news-papers.  I  am,  with.- 
“  refpedt,, 

“Gentlemen,, 

“  To  -the  Britiffi  gentle-  “  Your- moft  obedient, , 

•£  men  at.  the  Lazo-  “  and  moll  humble  fervant, 

“  retto.”  JOHN- BECHER.” 

M'r.  Becben,  accompanied  by-  his  partner  Mr.  AJkew,  and  another  gentle¬ 
man  named  Forces,  came  to  pay  us  a  vifit.  The-  firfb.  repeated  his  kind 
offers  of  fervice..  This  day  our,  quarantine  begins,  and  not  before,  as  our 
baggage  unluckily  was  not  brought  alhore  with  ,  us  yefterda.y, 

The  .tonful,  (in  his  coach)  accompanied  by  Mr.  AJkew,  and  two  gentle-- 
men  of  the  lbips  of  war,  came;  to  fee  us.  I  .had-.not  the  pleafure  personally 
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to  thank  them  for  their  civilities,  having  been  the  laft  two  days  greatly  175S.’ 
.diftrefied  in  my  bowels,  from  a  cold  caught  on  board  the  veflel,  and  re-  W-v— 
mewed  the  day  we  came  to  the  Lazaretto. 

It  has  blown  very  hard  all  the  laft  night,  with  thunder,  lightning,  and  December  g» 
.great  hail-ftones.  The  air  fo  piercingly  cold,  it  is  with  difficulty  I  can 
.keep  myfelf  from  {hivering  at  the  fire-fide.  The  pain  of  my  bowels  is 
fomewhat  abated,  but  I  have  no  appetite. 

The  bluftering  weather  is  over,;  and  a  clear  flcy  and  keen  air  fucceeded.  December ». 
■—Mr.  Pantam,  and  another  gentleman  vifited  us ;  but  I  was  not  well  enough 
to  fee  them. 

I  wrote  a  letter  to  Mr.  Becker,  relative  to  Mr.  Boidge  and  his  company.  Monday, 

He  anfwered  me,  that  “he  could  not  learn  any  thing  of  them,  but  pro- December  11. 
rnifed,  agreeable  to  my  defire,  to  write  to  Venice.” — 'The  conful  by  a  note, 

, allures  me,  that  neither  he,  nor  the  admiral,  knew  any  thing  of  them. 

I  grow  better  daily,  though  fome  pain  in  the  right  fide  ftill  continues,  December  ii. 
This  has  been  a  fliort,  yet  one  of  the  mod  threatning  attacksT  ever  had 
in  my  bowels ;  owing  to  my  clofe  confinement,  the  cold  wet  weather,  and 
the  want  of  every  conveniericy  when  on  Ihip-board.  To  thefe  may  be 
added,  the  heavy  rains  to  which  we  were  expofed  on  coming  alhore,  and 
ithe  extreme  cold  and  damp  air  of  the  Lazaretto,  whofe  rooms  have  been 
wntenanted,  and  without  a  fire  for.  1.8  or  20  dayspaft. 

The '.conful  repeated  his  vifit  with  Mr-  Ajkew,  this  evening.  This  was  December  i<5- 
the  firft  time  I  had  an  opportunity  of  paying  him  my  perfonal  refpe&s.  He 
.gave  us  great  fpirits,  by  alluring  ns,  that  our  quarantine  would  be  but.  of  , 

-thirty  days  continuance ;  and  he  added,  that  of  thofe  thirty,  he  believed 
he  Ihould  be:  able  to  get  off  five,  provided  we  could  refolve  to  leave  all 
our  wearing  apparel  behind  us.  With  pleafure  we  accepted  of  the  propofal, 
and  gave  our  orders  to  taylors,  Ihoe-makers,  .&c,  to  accommodate  us  with 
icvery  thing  new ;  for,  as  Addifon  obferves, 

“  A  day,  an  hour  of  precious  liberty, 

“Is  worth  a  whole  eternity  in  bondage.” 

I  thank  God,  I  am  once  more  happily  reftored  to  health.— Our  little  Dccember  17. 
■community  affembled  this  morning,  and  read  the  prayers  of  the  church, 
offering  up  our  mod  devout  thanks  t-o  heaven  for  its  kind  protection 
.  hitherto.  ’ 

Mr.  and  Mrs.  Level,  to  whom  Mr.  Pajley  had  been  recommended,  have  Monday,' 
'been  very  civil  and  complaifant,  in  fending  us  feveral  things  from  their  December  1 8. 
own  kitchen. — The  conful  too  has  been  exceedingly  kind,  fending  us  rum 
E  e  e  2  and 
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1 75S-  and  beer;  and  we  are  under  a  thoufand  obligations  of  this  kind  to  Mefirs, . 

— V~~J  Becher  and  AJkew.  —  A  moll  melancholy  piece  of  news  reached  us  ,this . 
morning ;  that  a  Ragujan  veil'd  from  Tunis,  with  the  French  conful  and 
his  family  on  board,  had  been  wrecked  on  the  ifiand  of  Corfitca ,  and  the 
whole  crew  except  fix  men,  periflied.  Had.  not  Mefirs.  Bailey and  Gregory  - 
one  night  of  our  pafifage,  defignedly  raifed  a  falfe  alarm  of  feeing  land,  we 
Ihould  certainly  have  met  with  the  fame  fate  as. this  Ragujan  vefiel...  Thefe: 
gentlemen  not  fatisfied  with  the  courfe  we  were  fleering,  intreated  the  captain ; 
to  haul  up  two  or  three  points  more  to  the'  northward,  which  he,  by  the. 
advice  of  his  pilot,  refufed  to  do  ■,  but  was  at  laft  brought  to  it  by  Mr.  Gre¬ 
gory's  calling  aloud  “  Land!"  which,  though  not  at  that  time  feen,  yet  by. 
the  bearings  of  Corfica  from  us  the  next  morning,  it  plainly  appeared  that . 
had  we  continued  our  firft  courfe,  we  mull  inevitably  have  been  upon  the. 
rocks  before  break  of  day.  We  have  had  dreadful  accounts  lately  of  Slip- 
wrecks  in  the  gulph  of  Venice.—^ God  grant  that  my  friends  are  well  1 

December  21.  Heaven  be  praifed! — This  evening  Mr.  Becher.  fen  t  me  a  letter  he  had  - 
received  from  which  fays,  that  “Tome  gentlemen  from ikiid,  who  em- ■ 

“  barked  at. Cyprus  in  th e.St.  Blaiffe.  of  Rdgufa.  for  Malta^  are,  and  have- 
“  been  fome  time  in  the- Lazaretto, ..and  will  be  at  liberty  by, about  the  - 
“  time  the  Leghorn  poft  ftiall  return  thither.” — -I  immediately  difpatched  a, 
letter  to  Mr.  Doidge  at  Venice. 

December 23.  Mefirs.  Becher,  Ajkew,  and  the  Rev.  Mr.  Hutchinfon-  chaplain  to  the - 
factory,  vifited  us.  In  the  courfe  of  our.  converfation  fome  doubts  arofe  - 
refpecting  the  length  of  our  quarantine,  whether  it  will  continue  30  or  40  ; 
days ;  we  hope  for  the  belt.  Many  French  gentlemen  are  in  this  Lazaretto, . 
from  whom  we;  found  that  things  are  in  a  very  bad  fituation  in  France,. 
and  that  nothing  but  nuirmurings  are  to  be  heard  among  the  people.  On 
my  obferving,  that  there  were  new  fquadrons  fitting  out  in  the  ports  of  Breft 
and  Toulon,  one  of  them, .  llirugging  up  his  Ihoulders,  anfwered,.  “  To  what ; 
end,  unlefs  to  be  carried  into  your  harbours!” 

Decembers.  This  day  the  conful  and  Mr.  Ajkew  came  to  pay  us  a  vifit,  and  brought - 
with  them  the  doleful  tidings  of  our  being  obliged  to  perform  a  forty  days 
quarantine.  However,  the  conful  gave  us  fome  little  comfort,  by  re-af- 
furing  us  that  the  five  days  grace  would  be  allowed,  by  a  change  of  clothes. 
We  told  him  we  were  prepared  for  that,  and  fhould  rejoice  at  even  but  five 
hours  addition  to  our  liberty.  We  begged  his  pardon,  if  he  difcovered  any 
degree  of  impatience  in  our  anfwer,  alluring  him,  we  were  perfe&ly  fenfible 
of  his  friendly  endeavours  and  willies  to  ferve  us.-— He  was  fo  obliging  as  to 
place  all  we  laid  to  its  proper  account.  I  could  not  but  obferve,  that  three 
Cyprian  birds  were  differed  to  be  taken  out  of  the  Lazarerto  to-day  for  the 
.governor’s  own  ufe.  Surely  our  naked  bodies  cannot  be  fuppofed  to  retain 
mote  infe&ion,  than  the  feathers  of  thefe  animals. 


This 
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This  evening  we  received  a  letter  from  the  conful,  as  follows:  “He  is  x75%- 
e*  forty. to  acquaint  us,  of  his  being  informed  by  the  chancellor  of  health,  . 

“■  that  the  magiftrates  of  Florence  having  received  late  accounts  of  the  plague  ccera  er 
“  breaking-  out  at  Salmica  and  the  neighbouring  places,  have  directed  that 
the  grace  of  five  days  lhall  not  be  allowed  us :  but  yet  that  the  chancellor 
“  has  advifed  him  to  apply  to  the  governor  for  our  being  permitted  to  take 
“  the-  advantage  of  them,  promifing  to  back  his  requeft;”  adding,  he  ' 
thinks  it  very  probable  he  Jhall  lucceed,. 


The  captain  of  the  Lazaretto,  whole  behaviour  to  us  has  been  exceedingly 
polite,  having  applied  to  the  chancellor  and  governor,  to  indulge  us  with 
the  five  days  grace,  this  morning  received  for  anfwer,  that  “  the  quarantine 
“  is  an  affair  determined  upon  at  Florence,  fromwhich  the  magiftracy.  of- 
“  Leghorn.,  cannot  deviate.”  - 


i7 59- 

Monday^  - 


This  morning,.  T  received  'with'  a '  pleafure  not  to  be  exprcffedf  a -longs 
letter  from  my  faithful  and  valuable  friend  Mr.  Doidge.  I  fhall  tranfcribe  ib 
•much  of  it,  as  will  ferve  to  give  the  reader  a  proper  idea  of  what  he  and  i 
his  party  underwent  after  ,  their  parting  with  me  txLalichea^ 


“  My  dear  Friend, ,  Venice.,  29  December;;  17 58.  -  -< 

“  I  really  do  not  know  how  to  go  about  to  tell  you,  the  furprize,  the  joy,-. 
“  the  concern,  I  felt  all  together,  at  the  receipt  of  your  letter  of  the- 2 2d  i 
“  inftant,  which' was  brought  to  me  laft  night.  Had  the  poll  -returned - 
“  immediately,  it  muft  have  gone  without -my  anfwer,  fuch  was  the  hurry 
“■  and  perturbation  of  my  fpirits !  'but  I  am  made  happy  in  having  this  • 
“  whole  morning  to  write  to  you,  for  I  have  a  thoufand  things  to  fay. 

‘•  In  the  firft  place,  I  moft  fincerely  thank  God  that  you  are'  fafely 
“  landed  at  Leghorn ,  and  hope  by  the  route  you  propole  to  take,  you  wilH 
“  have  a  pleafant  and  entertaining  journey  home  ;  where  1  fhall  not  -expeffc  - 
“  to  fee  you  till  the  latter  end  of  Adarcb,  or  beginning  of. JpriL. 


“  You  might  well  be  furprized  at  hearing'  of  our -being  here,  -but  you  = 
“  know,  my  dear  Ned,  there  is  no  contending  with  fate ;  we  endeavoured  ; 
“  to  get  to  Malta,  but  it  was  impcffible  ;  .and  I  allure  you  we  are  all  very 
“  thankful  for  our  being  fafely  landed  here,  it  being  more  than  we  expefted.  - 
“  To  give  you  any.  tolerable  idea  of  our  voyage,  I  mult  carry  you- back  to  ■ 
“  Cyprus,  from  whence  we  failed  the  14th  of  September.  We  had  nothing  -. 
“  but  contrary  winds  and  bad  weather  all 'the  way  to  Rhodes,  where  we  ■ 
“  arrived  the  6th  of  O Sober.  Upon  examining  into  our  flock  of  provifions, 

“  we  found  that  by  being  fo  long  out,  it  became  neceffary  to  get  a  recruit, 

“  as  well  as  to  fill  our  calks  with  water:  this  we  had  been  obliged  to  do  ■ 
“  once  before,  between  Cyprus,  and  that  ifle;  the  rafeal  of  a  captain  haying 
“  moft  viilainouily  deceived  ' us  in  this  article.  By  .  the  account  given  in, 

“  before  we  failed.  The  9th  of  OEt.cUr  we  left  Rhodes,  and 'carried  with 
“  us  our  old  luck,  nothing  but  contrary  winds,  till  we  got  the  length  of 
g  “■  Mo  fen  •; 
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“  Modon,  in  the  Morea ,  when  a  gale  fptung  up  from  the  Couth,  and  blew 
“  hard ;  we  intended  to  have  flopped  at  Modon  to  complete  our  water, 
“  being  reduced  to  the  laft  cafk,  but  our  captain  informed  us  it  was  impof- 
fible  to  lie  in  Modon  road,  with  that  wind,  arid  that  he  could  carry  us  to 
“-another  place  more  fafe  and  convenient;'  at  the  fame  time  hinting,  that 
“  he  could. not  think  of  goin'g  to  fea  (though  the  wind  was  tolerably  fair) 
“  until  the  weather -became  more  moderate.  He  often  talked  of , Venice',  .and 
“  of  the  wind  being  fair  for  that  port.  We  perceiving  his  drift,  confulted 
~“  together,  as  to  what  was  beft  to  be  done,  and  at  laft  agreed  to  take  ad- 
■“  .vantage  <of  the  foutherly  wind,  and  make  a  pulh  Ji>r  Venice,  without 
“  flopping  any  where  till  we  Ihould  be  forced  to  do  fo  for  water.  Accord- 
“  ingly  we  bore  away,  and  fleered  our  courfefor  this  place;  but,  before  we 
“  arrived,  which  was  not  till  the  8  th  of  laft  month,  many  were  the  dtflicul- 
“  ties  and  dangers  we  had  to  encounter.  I  often  rejoiced  you  was  not  with 
“  us,  hoping,  my  dear  Ned,  that  you  was  at  your  eafe  on  board  the  Prefion ; 
•“  for  I  could  not  be  fure  of  your  .being  in  .the  Swede.  Indeed,  had  I  the 
“  lead  thought  of  your  getting  into  Leghorn,  you  know  I  would  not  have 
“  omitted  writing  to  you.  However,  I  muft  again  thank  providence  we 
“  are  both  in  the  land  of  the  livings  and  -I  hope  by  and  by,  the  re- 
“  counting  of  thcle  difficulties  and  difappointments  will  afford  us  much 
■  ■“  pkafure. 

“  You  may  fuppofe  i  was  not  longhere,  -before  I  wrote  to  all  my  friends  in 
“  England-,  among  the  reft,  you  will  be  fure  I  did  not  negledt  our  friend  Cap- 
“  tain  Speke,  from  whom  I  have  received  an  anfwer,.  the  copy  of  which  I  in». 
“  clofe  you  for  your  information.  Befides  the  bufinefs  it  fpeaks  of,  it  will  (hew 
“  the  high  regard  which  that  great  and  good  man  has  for  us  both.  He  has 
“  fet  my  heart  at  eafe,'  for  1  was  fearful  of  being  cenfured  for  having  idled 
away  my  time. 

“  As  foon  as  we  arrived  here,  I  wrote  a  letter  to  Mr.  Murray  the  Euglijh 
“  minifter,  to  acquaint  him  with  our  fituation,  and  the  public  difpatcheswe 
“  had  in  our  cuftody.  He  very  genteely  fent  his  fecretary  to  us,  to  inform 
“  us  of  every  thing  we  wanted  to  know.  I  (hall  leave  a  letter  with  this 
laft  gentleman,  to  be  delivered  to  you,  when  you  get  here.  His  name 
“  is  Ducket ;  you  will  find  him  a  very  fenfible  and  friendly  man. 

“  Soon  after  we  got  into  the  Lazaretto,  I  recoilefted  that  our  friend 
“  Baron  had  told  me  of  an  intimacy  that  fubfifted  between  him  and  a 

“  General  G - e  of  this  place,  and  of 'his  wanting  an  opportunity  to  fend 

“  him  a  calk  of  Cyprus  wine.  Now,,  as  1  had  laid  in  a  flock  at  Cyprus,  I 
“  wrote  a  letter  to  the  general,  acquainting  him  with  Mr.  Baron's,  inten- 
“  tions  ;  and  as. I  was  under  great  obligations  to  that  young  gentleman,  I 
“begged  the  general  to  give  mean  opportunity  of  anticipating  his  friend’s 
“  defign,  by  fending  him  a  calk  from  my  own  ftore,  which  I  defired  him 
*(  to  look  upon  as  coming  from  Mr.  Baron.  The  general  returned  me  his 
thanks. in  .the  politeft  terms,  and  very  obligingly  came  to  the  Lazaretto  to 
.3  “pay 
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t(c  pay  us  a  vifk.  He  brought  with  him.  a  Colonel  IT - ,  who  is  another'  1753,' 

“  officer  in  the  fervice  of  this  republic.-  By  this  means  I’ have  made  a  very  i_.y~.j- 
“.good  acquaintance  with  the  general' and  the  colonel.  I  [hall  take  care  to 
“■  make  them  acquainted  with-  your  name,  and  dare  fay  you  will  pafs  your 
“  time  here  very  agreeable,  as  you’ll'  be  lure  to  meet-  with '  fe.veral  Engltjk 
“•  ladies  and  gentlemen. 

“  We  have  loftma  time  in  preparing  every  thing  for  our  journey.  Hhali ; 

“  leave  you. a  copy  of  the  route  we  intend  to  take.  We  have  been  obliged’ 

“•  to  buy  two  carriages,  but  as  you  will  not  go-poft,  perhaps  you  will  not ' 

“  be  under  that  neceffity.  Mr.  Ducket,  is. the  belt,  able  to  inform  you  of: 

“  that;  and  every  thing  elie  you  wane  to  know. . 

“'  Farewd,  my  dear  Ned,  and  believe  me  unalterably,. 

Your  affe&ionate. 

and' faithful  friend, 

Henry  Doidge-.”" 

P.'S.  “  I  had  almoflr  forgotten  to  advife  you  upon' your  arrival  here,  to- 
“  enquire  for  Seignior.  Sebaftian  Battagio ,  who  will  procure  you  the  lodgings- 
“  we  are  now  in,  and  if  you  want  ca[h, .  will  fupply  you  with  any  fum.”' 

The  conful  favoured  us  this  morning:  with'  a  veiy  polite  letter,  touching  January  c.:- 
our  difappointment  of  the  five  days  grace.  Hefaid,  he  had  fet  forth  our 
hardfhip  in  the  ftrongeft  terms  to  Sir  Horace- Man*  the  refident  at  Florence. 

We  returned"' .the  conful  our-  beft  acknowledgments  in  a  joint  letter.  - 

Mr.  AJkeeo  was  with  us,  and  confirmed  the  account  of  the  conful’s  carry-  Sunday, 
ing  his  complaint  to  Florence ,  and  of  his  having  particularly,  mentioned  the  January  7/ 
taking- outof- the- birds  which-  came  from  Cyprus  in  our-  veffcl  for  the  ufe 
of  the  governor,  .at  the  end  of  2a  days. — An  -  opera  is  to  be  performed 
this  night. 

The  following  fines  are  cut  •  on  one*  of  the  window- fliutters  of’ our  room,., 
which  I  here  infert  not  for  the  goodnefs  of  the  poetry,  but  becaufe  they, 
fenfibly  ftruck  me, .  as  exactly  correfponding  with  my,  own  melancholy.- 
fituation. 

“  Ut  nox  Ionga  mihi  vifa  eft;  cunr  Delia  mendex- 
“  Pollicita  eft,  curis  prasmia  magna  meis, 

“  Cum  fero  ad  limen,  frigidique  fub  aetheris  axe, , 

“  Cantarem  querulis,  furda  puella;  tibi-,. 

-  “  Miratufq'ue  fuam  vim  tan-to  vincier  igne 

“  Trux  boreas  glomerat  dum  fuper  ora  nives. 

“  Sic  mihi  (nam  de  me  fateor)  dulcem  inter  amorem  ' 

“  Telluris  patrke,  tenjpora  tarda,  fluunt: 

“-Tempora.-. 
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f‘  Tempora  -  tarda  fluunt,  qua;  tot  labentibus  antiie 
“  Me  vifu  prohibent  cara  tuo  genetrix! 

“  Ter  denos,  quatuorque  dies  fol  aureus  orbe 
“  Complevit  totos,  alter  et  -hie  fuper  eft, 

“  Ex  quo  me  fanuij),  me  quovis  nomine  peftis 
“  Jam  dudum'immunem,  career  iniquus  habet.' 

“  Sutn.pafius  graviora;  dabit  Deus  his  quoque  iinem 
“  Ut  Phcebi  terris  craftina  lux  fuerit.  » 

“  Tasdia-  fie  parvo  folebar  carmine ;  &  idem  • 

“  Hofpes!  quifquis  eris,  fit  tibi  perfugium  ! 

“  Duodecimo  Calendas  Martii;  1758. 

“  :Guu-Ei.MUS  .O’Carxol,  Hiberpusi” 

■January  n.  We  were  favoured  with  a  vilit  from  the  conful  and  his  lady:  Me  IPs 
AJketa  and  Rutherford  accompanied  them.  In  the  afternoon,  the  captain 
of  the  Lazaretto  fent  in  his  compliments,  defiring  the  favour  to  fpeak  with 
us  ;  on  which  we  began  to  affumemew  hopes  of  the  five  days  grace  being 
granted.  But  It  turned  out  nothing  more,  than  delivering  a  compliment 
from  the  governor,  who  had  come  to  the  Lazaretto  in  the  morning,  intend¬ 
ing  to  tell  11s  in  perfof)  how  'forry'  he  was  that  the  five  days  grace  could  mot 
be  allowed  us,  though  he  had  ufed  his  . utmoft  endeavours-with  the  .govern¬ 
ment  at  Florence  for  that  purpofe.  As  we  were  .engaged^with  the -.conful 
and  his  lady  at  the  time , the •  governor  came,  he  would  not  come  in,  but 
went  away,  defiring  that  his  compliments  might  be  made  to  us.  Sir  Horace 
Man  alfo  wrote,,  that  his  felicitations  in  our  .affair  had  heen  unfuccefs- 
ful.  -  ' 

Monday,  This  evening  we  were  viffted  by  the  phyfician  of  the  place.  Who,  with 

January  iy.  great  folemnity,  pronounced  that  we  -were  uninfetled. 

January  16.  We  breakfafted  with  the  captain  of  the  Lazaretto,  and  immediately  after¬ 
wards,  in  a  tranfport  of  joy,  left,  the  place  of  our  long  confinement. 

The  firft  perfons  -we  paid- our  refpects  to,  were  our  particular  friends 
Meffrs.  Becher  .and  AJkew.  The  latter  was  fo  obliging  as  to  attend  us  in 
.the  vifits  we  :made  the  fame  morning  to  the  Englijh  conful,  to  the  go¬ 
vernor,  ..and  to  Mr.  and  Mrs.  -Levet.  After  thefe  were -over,  we  walked 
round  -  the  mole  and  arfenal,  dined  with  Mr.  .Becker’s  family,  and  in  the 
evening  went  to  the  opera.  The  theatre  here  is  finall,  but  neat;  it  will 
•hold  about  700  people,  and  is  the  property  of  .private  perfons,  who  let 
the  boxes  out  to  hire  for  the  fealon.  Bur  exclufive  of  the  feat,  you  pay 
for  the  performance  alfo;  and  this,  by  perfons  of  fafhion,  is  either  done 
by  the  quarter,  or  more  commonly  by -the  .whole  feafon.  People-  in  the  pit 
pay  three  polls  (about  eighteen  pence)  for  each  night,  and  three  or  four 
.  fcratches  more  to  the -owner  of  the  feat.  .  The  manager  receives  the  whole 
money,  and  out  of  it  defrays  all  -expences.,  contracting  with  each  adtor  and 
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'imufician  for  the  feafon.  The  band  confifts  of  25  hands,  among  whom  1759. 
-are  fome  of  the  beft  performers  in  Italy.  The  opera-drefies  are  made  up  * — -v—* 
•in  ’  a  good  tafte,  and  very  droll. 

The  governor,  conful,  and  Mr.  Levet,  returned  our  vifits.  As.  foon  as 
they  were  gone,  we  went  to  take  a  view  of  Donatello’s  famous  ftatue  of  the 
grartd  duke  in  marble,  and  the  four  "Turkifh  Haves  in  bronze,  which  is  a 
piece  of  exquifite  workmanfhip.  The  grand  duke  is  Handing  on  a  pe- 
deftal,  with  the  father  and  his  three  Tons  fo  chained,  that  at  its  four 
corners  from  the  proper  point  of  view,  all  their  faces  are  at  once  beheld. 

The  bagnio  likewife  sis  a  very  nojole  fight,  and  well  deferving  a  traveller’s 
attention. 

We  breakfafted  with  Mr.  Hutch  inf  on.,  who  afterwards,  with  Mr.  Level,  January  18. 
walked  ro'und  the  walls  of  the  garrifon  with  us.  It  is  a  neat,  compact  fortifi¬ 
cation,  with  a  wet  ditch,  redoubts,  glacis,  &c. :  from  the  walls,  we  had  a  moft 
.beautiful  land  and  Tea  profpeft.  '  We  were  afterwards  conducted  to  feveral 
•handfome  churches.  One  belonged  to  the  Greeks  pi  the  Roman  perfuafion, 

-and  another  to  the  Armenians.  We  faw  a  pretty  collection  of  paintings  at 
-Mr.  Hutchinfon’s :  Among  others,  were  fome  very  ftriking  likeneiTes  of  the 
;gentlemen  of  the  factory,  done  by  our  countryman  Mr.  Dance ,  who  bids 
tfair  to  be  at  the  top  of  his  profeffion.  At  this  gentleman’s  lodgings,  we 
heard  the  famous  Seignior  Giardini  play  upon  the  violin  ;  he  was  a  pupil  of 
■Cartoni' s,  and  is  looked  upon  as  the  firft  fiddle  now  in  Italy. 

In  our  walk  this  morning,  I  could  not  but  take  particular  notice  of  a  Janaary  19. 
’great  number  of  horfes,  which  wefe  led  about  dreffed  with  ribbons  and  other 
ornaments.  Upon  my  enquiring  into  the  reafon  of  this  piece  of  pageantry, 
a  French  gentleman  who  came  with  us  from  Cyprus ,  and  now  happened  to  be 
upon  the  parade,  Ihook  his  head,  and  faid,  he  was  afhamed  to  inform 
me,  but  the  fact  was,  that  the  too  credulous  people,  conformable'  to  an  an¬ 
nual  cuftom,  were  leading  thofe  creatures  to  a.  certain  church,  in  order  to 
their  being  blejfed,  which  was  done  by  the  prayers  and  laying  on  of  hands  of 
a  prieft,  who  for  his  good  offices  received  a  pecuniary  facisfaftion ;  and  with- 
■ont  this  benediction,  the  owners  never  expeft  any  good  fervices  from  their 
eattle  for  the  enfuing  year. 

This  day  Mefirs.  Becher,  Ajkew ,  Levet,  Hutcbinfon,  Dance ,  and  Dr.  Gar-  January  z«. 
den  (uncle  to  our  good  friend  at  Baghdad ,  and  whom  I  made  very  happy  in 
my  account  of  his  nephew)  gave  Mr.  Gregory  and  me  the  pleafure  of  their 
company  at  dinner. 

Many  gentlemen  and  ladies  of  the  faftory,  and  our  whole  party  dined  January  zi. 
with  the  governor  to  day.  He  is  called  Seignior  Bourbon,  Marquis  de  Monte. 

His  falary  is  wool,  per  annum,  exclufive  of  his  houfe,  firing,  wines,  and 
F  f  f  many 
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1753.  many  other  articles,  which  are  provided  for  him  gratis.  He  has'  likewliir 
v— -u — 1  an  annual  prefent.  from  the  Jews-,  who  carry  on  a  great  trade  here.  Cap¬ 
tains  of  (hips  alfo,  and- their  owners,  are  not  unmindful  of  paying  him  tri¬ 
bute;  He  preiides  over  the  inquificion  and  other,  courts ;  and  has  an  unt 
limited  power  to- reprieve  or.  pardon;. 

Leghorn  is-  fituated  on  what  they  call  an  ifland',  made  fo  by  an  artificial5 
eanal  which  runs  round  the  walls,,  and.  at  length  communicates  with  ther 
river  Arno.  There  are  fa  id' to  be  50,000  inhabitants  in  this  place,  of  whom 
they  reckon  14,000  are  Jews:  thefe  live  in  a  part  of  the  town  by  them- - 
felves.  Some  o£  them  are  rich,  and  keep  their  carriages ;  but  what  is  very. - 
■  remarkable,  they  are  never  fuffered  to  be  driven  by  a  coachman  fitting  on  a* 
box,  but  by  a  poftilion  only.  The  trade  of  Leghorn  is  ftill  very  great,, 
though  of  late  years  it  has  been  much  lefiened  by  Genoa,^  Givita  Vecchia „ 
Ancona,  and  Nagles^,  being  declared  free-ports.* 

January  1.3.  At  nine  this  morning,  a  letter  was  put  into  my  hands*  from  a  friend  in-; 

England,  dated  the  28  th  of  December  laft,  bringing  the  moft  melancholy.- 
tidings  of-the  death  of  m’y  dear  and  only  furviving  parent,  whofeface  above.- 
all  things  I  once  more  defired  to  fee.  The  good  natured  reader  will  eafily. 
conceive  what  I  thought,  and  felt,  on  this  afilifring  occafion,.  and  fpare  me- 
the  trouble  of  deforibing  it;.  During,  the  whole  time  Iihad.been  feparated; 
from  her,  I  had  formed  to  myfelf  the  exquilite  fenfation  of  comforting  herr 
in  the  decline  of  life,  and  had  often  fighed  out.  in  the  ardour,  of  my;  heart,, 
and  in  the  fpiric  of  poetry,  and  of  Ecpe,, 

“  Me  let. the  tender  office  long  engage- 
“  To  rock  the  cradle  of  repofing  age  ! 

“  With  lenient  arts  extend  a  mother’s  breath,.. 

“  Make  languor  fmile,  and  fmooth  the  bed  of  death.!: 

“  Explore  the  thought,  explain  the  alking  eye, 

“  And  keep  awhile  one.  parent,  from  the  Iky-!”" 

But  heaven  thought  not  proper  to  indulge  me  in  this  perhaps  my-  too. 
paffionace  requeft  5  and  to  its  decrees,,  how  rigorous  foeyer,  I  am.  taught  to. 
fubmit. 

In  the  evening  we  took  leave  of  all  thofe  whole  ftation', ,  friendlh  jp,  or  ac¬ 
quaintance  made  it  necefiary.  '  . 


*  Mr.  AJdifn,,  who  was  here  in  the  year  1699;  /peaks  of  the  great  duke  being  then  under - 
apprehen/ionaof  the  Pipe's  making  Ci-viia  Vecchia  a  free  port,  as  it. might  in  time  prove  very 
prejudicial  to  leghorn.  Addison’s  travels,  page  228. 
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At  ten  o’clock  this  morning,  Meffrs.  Gregory,  Bailey,  and  myfelf,  1 759. 
•with  our  fervants,  in  three  poll  chaifes  left  Leghorn  for  P/fa,  accompanied 
by  Our  obliging  friends  MelTrs.  Becker  and  Flutchinfon.  The  road  between  Janaar>r  H* 
■thefe  two  places  runs  partly  through  a  very  pleafant  wood,  and  partly 
through  the  moll  delightful  valley  that  pofiibly  can  be  conceived.  The 
profpeft  to  our  right,  was  that  of  an  unbounded  plain  ;  while  that  to  our 
left,  was  terminated  by  the  Apennine  mountains,  many  of  whofe  tops  were 
covered  with  fnow.  *  After  we  had  left  the  wood,  we  entred  upon  the 
plain,  and  got  to  Pifa,  by  dinner-time. 

Leghorn  has  almoft  depopulated  the  city  of  Pifa,  which  if  compared  with  ?Ua, 
its  former  Hourilhing  Hate,  may  be  now  truly  faid,  to  be  without  inhabi¬ 
tants.  We  did  not  omit  to  vilit  the  much  talked  of  leaning  or  hang¬ 
ing  tower,  whofe  inclination  has  been  at  length  determined  by  judi¬ 
cious  artifts,  to  be  entirely  owing  to  the  foundation’s  giving  way.  This 
tower  ferves  as  a  belfry  to  the  cathedral,  and  Hands  but  at  a  little  diflance 
from  it.  The  cathedral  is  a  large,  noble,  gothic  pile  of  building,  and 
its  bapuftry  or  dome,  and  three  brazen  doors  done  by  John  of  Bologna,  can 
never  befafheiendy  admired.  St.  Stephen' &  hofpital,  and  the  beggar’s  church, 
are  Jikewife  worth  feeing. 

We  dined  at  a  public  houfe  here;  and  at  three  o’clock  parted' with  our 
two  friends  Meflrs.  Becher  and  Hutchinfon,  who  returned  to  Leghorn,  while 
we  went  on  for  Lucca-,  .where  we. arrived  juft  before  the*  fhutring  of  the  Luce*-, 
gates,  having  travelled  over  the  fineft  vale,,  and  the  beft  cultivated  fields  and 
vineyards,  that  imagination  itfeif  can  pofiibly  conceive.  Lucca  is  a-,  well 
dbuilt*  city,  and  though  the  ftreets  are  narrow,  they  arc  well  paved.  Its 
Situation  is  delightful. 

We  left  Lucca  at  half  paft  feven,  for  Borgiana,  which  is  a  jou.rney  of  two  January  2'. 
polls.  We  got  to  it  at  half  paft  nine,  having  frill  the  fame  delightful  Borciana. 
country  to  pafs  over,  diverfified  by  many  a  pleafant  villa  and  little  town. 

Among  the  laft  were  Manze  and  bentina  on  our  left,  and  Saint  Mariana - 
Cote,  to  our  right.  „ 

Borgiana  is  a  neat  country  town;  we  took  horfes  there  for  Pijlma  or  Putor-ia. 
Pizoria,  and.  reached  it  about  one  in  the  afternoon.  This  is  a  walled  city, 
and  famous  for  the  battle  fought  near  it,  between  Anthony  and  Catiline,  in 

*  Horrebat  glacie  faxa  inter  lubrica  fummo 
Pinifemm  ccelo  mifeens  capnt  Apeninus : 

Condiderat  nix  alta  trabes,  &  vertice  celfo 
Canns  apex  ftrifta.  furgebat  ai  aftra  pruina. 

Sin.  Ital.  lib.  iv. 
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1759.  which  the  latter,  was  defeated,  and  killed  *  ;  but  we  palled  by  without  going- 

< — v - ’  into  it,  having  changed  our  horfes  and  poftilions  at  an  inn  without  the- 

gates:  we  proceeded  on  for  Praia,  another  walled  city.  The  people'  of' 
the  country  through  which  we  travelled  to-day  look  gay,  and  there  appears- 
a  certain  air  of  chearfulnefs  and  content  in-  all  their  countenances.  The- 
women  are  handfome,  and  at  the  fame  time  induftrious :  we  faw  none  of 
them  but  were  bufily,employed,  either  in  the  work  of  the  fields,  or  fpin- 
Florince.  rung  and  knitting  in  their  houfes.  We  arrived  at  Florence  about,  half  paft 
feven  in  the  evening. 

January  26.  We  made  it  our  firft  bufinefs  this- morning  to  wait  upon  Sir -Horace  Maw 
the  Britijb  envoy,  who  received  us  very  politely.  We  afterwards  vifited  the 

_ 5,  great  duke’s  palace  of  Pitti.  It  confifts  of  a  body,.  and  two  wings,  built  of 

Hone,  with  Fufcan  pillars  and  ruftic  work.  The  wings  contain'  chiefly  bed¬ 
chambers,  but  the  rooms  in  the  center  are.  filled  with  a  variety  of  paintings,, 
&c.  done  by  the  moft  celebrated  mailers.. 

I  fhall  only  mention  thofe  that  ftruck  me  moft  fenfibly. 

Antiochus  and  Sir  atonies,  by  Pietro  de  Cartona.  j- 

Four  large  pictures,  reprefenting  death,  purgatory,  judgment, .  heaven:, 
and  hell,  by  the  Chevalier  JVa/crHr  of 

A  Judith,  with  Holi} ernes’ s  head  in  her  hand: 

The  Saviour  of  the  world,  by  Marroche. 

A  Mars  going  to  war,  by  Rubens:. 

The  three  Deftinies,  holding,  fpinning,  and  cutting  the  thread  of  lifej 
ty-  Michael:  Angelo. 

A  Cleopatra  in  Affliction,  by  Guido. 

Our  Saviour  at  fupper  with  his  twelve  Apoftles,  by  Bonifacio.. 

:  A  Virgin  Mary  with  a  little  Jefus,  by  Titian. 

Another,  fine  pidture  of  a  Madona,  and  the  infant  Jefus'm  herarms,  at¬ 
tended  by  two  angels,  who  are  reading  a  fcroll. 

The  rape  of  the  Sylvan  nymphs  by  Satyrs  5  by  Rubens. 

Two  pictures  by  Salvator  Rofa.  One  of  them  reprefentS'  a  Sea-port 
crowded  with  fhips  and  gallies.  The  other  is  alfo  on  a  marine  fubjedt. 

A  portrait  of  Cardinal  B'entivoglitr,  by  Vandyke:  • 

,  A  fine  pidture  of  St.  Francis.  He  is  reprefented  to  be  in  a  dark  room, 
'•  with  a  ray  of  light  ftriking  upon  his  hands  and  face.  This  circumftance 

has 'a  wonderful  effedt. 

*  Reliquos  Catilina  per  mantes  afperos,  magnii  itineribus,  in  agrum  Piftorienfem  ab- 
.iucit.  SaUnfiii  Btttum  Catalinarium.  - 

+  TbeHifiory  of  this  pifturc  is  related  at  large  in  the  7th  volume  of  Rollin' s  ancient  his¬ 
tory. — Affo  Phtarcb  in  Detnetr.  p.  906,  907. 
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A  St.  Sebafiiam  The  three  arrows  which  killed  him  are  reprefented  at.  17.59* 
Sicking  in  his  fie  ft -,  the  exquifite  torture  he  is  in,,  and  indeed  all  the  airs-  u— -< — J 
of  this  picture,,  are  wonderfully  expreffed. 

A  fine  Magdalen,  by  Farina-. 

A  dead  Ckrift,  by  Cigoli. 

A  St.  John,  St.  Mary,,  with  a  little  Jefus  in  her  arms,  and  St.  Francip 
Sanding  by  them;  done  in  1517,  by  Andrea  del  Sarto. 

A  St.  Ann,,  teaching  her  daughter  to  read  j.  by  Solomani  a  Neapolitan, .now¬ 
living. 

Four  large  Battle  pieces,  by  Bcurgonini. 

Our  Saviour,  and  four  of  the  A  potties, ,  by  Bartolomeo: 

C*h  .-flaying- Abel,  by  Scavona- 

A  Luther,  Calvin,  and  Calvin's  wife;  this  lad  is  reprefented  as  a  beau- 
tiful  nun,  with-golden  dilhevelled  hair,  on  whom  Calvin  is  made  to  look- 
very  wifhfully. — This  pidlure  was  done  by  Girgoni. 

But  the  molt  valuable  piece  in  the  whole  palace,  is  the  incomparable- 
Madam  de  lit  Segiola;  or  the  Virgin'  Mary  in  a  chair,  with  Jefus  in  her 
arms.  This  is  a  fmall  picture,  but  is  efteemed  by  connoiffeurs  to  be  the 
beft  in  the  whole  world  ;  it  was  painted  by  Raphael.  Forty  thoufand- 
dollars,  fome  fay  fequins,  have  been  offered  for  it ; .  but  if  they  were 
dollars  only,  this  picture  muff  be  worth  about  nine  thoufand  pounds- 
fterling,. 

There  are  alfo  in  this  palace  many  pieces  of  exquifite  workjraanffip  in 
the  other  arts.  Such  in  particular  are  four  beautiful  Alto  Reliefs  in  ivory. 

The  firft  reprefents  the  Rape  of  Venus  by  Mars.  The  fubjedt  of  the 
fecond  is  the  well-known  ftory  of  Bacchus .  and  Ariadne.  *  The  fable  of 
Ceres  looking  after  her  daughter,  is  reprefented. in  the.  third.  And  in  the 
fourth,  Silenus:-  is-  depiftured  as  fitting  drunk  upon  his  a fs.  j  Here 
are  alfo  four  pieces  of  admired  workmanftiip  in  bronze,  dene  by  Faguri. 

Their  fubjects  are,  our  Saviour  at  the  well  with  the  Samaritan  woman  ;  the  ■ 

Prodigal  Son  returned  to  his  father-,,  the  appearance  of  God'unto  Mofes  in 
the  burning  -buff  ;  and  another  piece  of  Scriprure-hiftory  which  I  have  now 
forgotten.  Tliefe,  and  a  thoufand  other  things,  perhaps  ftill.  more  curious,, 
are  to  be  found  in  the  palace  of  Pitti,. 

We  had  the  honour  of  a  vifii  to-day  from  the  Earl  of  Northampton ,  and . 
another  from  Sir  Horace  Man.  At  night  we  went  to  the  opera,  where  w.e 
were  furprized  to  find  the  performers  in  every  refpect  greatly  inferior  to 
thofe  at  Leghorn. 

In  the  morning  we  vifited  the  Earl-of  Northampton  ;  and  afterwards  went  January  if.- 
to  fee  the  old  palace,,  which  is  juftly  efteemed  the  greateft  repofitory  in  the 

*  For  this  fable  of  Cerer,  vide  Ovid,  Faft.  lib.  4. 

t  Venerat  e  pando  fenior  Silenus  afello. 

Ovid.  Faft.- 
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world  of  both  ancient  and  modern  curiofities.  I  fhall  here,  as  in  my  de¬ 
scription  of  the  new  or  Pitti  palace,  only  mention  fuch  pieces  of  fculpture 
or  painting  as,  at  the  time  I  viewed  them,  made  on  my  mind  theftrongtft 
imprefilons. 

.Hercules  lifting  up  Antaus  from  the  earth.* 

A  Roman  foldier  carrying  off  a  Sabine  woman  by  force,  and  trampling 
the  hufband  under  his  feet,  -f — Thefe  two,  with  another  of  David ,  ft'and 
in  the  court  of  the  palace,  and  all  three  are  larger  than  life. 

On  the  floor  of  the  gallery,  on  one  fide,  are  placed  bulbs  or  ftatues  of 
all  the  Emperors  of  -Rome,  Handing  on  marble  pedeftals and  bppofite  to 
.them  are  their  .Emprefles  or  wives.  The  feries  begins  with  Julius  Cafar  in 
bronze,  and  ends  with  Confiantine  in  marble.  They  all  deferve  to  be  take* 
notice  of,  either. as  Angular  in  their  kind,  or  admirable  forthe  excellence  of 
.their  fculpture.  In  the  fame  gallery,  is  a  Roman  Confer  in  his  robes. 

A  Morpheus  afleep  in  touch-ftone.  He  lies  on  his  back,  has  wings,  and 
holds  a  bundle  of  poppy  in  his  hand. 

A , Veftal  virgin  •,  her  head  and  fide  of  the  facets  hidden  by  a  flowing  veil. 
'In  her  right-hand  Ihe  bears  a  torch  (reprefendng  the  holy  fire)  and  in  her 
‘deft  a  cup. 

A  Roman  Gladiator,  .admiring  his  lately  gotten  prize.  This  is  a  noble 
piece  of  fculpture. 

A  Seneca. 

Jupiter  and . Ganymede .  J 

Jupiter  and  Leda.  § 

The  nine  Mufes. 

■Calliope,  the  Goddefsof  Mufic. 

Urania,  the  Goddefsof  Aftronomy. 

A  Chimara  in  brafs. — It  has  a  Lion’s  head,  a  Goafs  back,  the  hinder 
parts  are  thofe  of  -a  Dragon,  and  on  its  feet  are  Eagle’s  claws.' 


*  Propertius  has  taken  notice  of  .this  very  ftatue. 

Herculis  Antseique. "  ^  ^ 


•Eleg.  xxn. 


f  — — — — et  raptas  fine  more  Sabinas 
Concefiu  cave®,  magnis  Circenfibus  a&is, 

Addiderat. -  Virg.  .&neid.  lib.  viij. 

t  Intexufijue  puer  frondofa  regius  Ida 
Velocis  jaculo  cervos  curfuque  fatigat 
Acer,  anhelanti  fimilis ;  quern  prapes  ab  Ida 
Sublimem  pedibus  rapuit  Jovis  armiger  uncis. 

Virc.  ^neid.  lib.  v. 

5  Cat  mihi  Leda  Jovem  cycno  decepta  parentem, 

<Jn®  falfam  grernio  crcdula  fovit  avem. 

Ovi  d.  Epift,  xvii. 


Cdjior 
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CaJTcr  Pollux.  They  are  joined  at  their  breads,  denoting  the  brotherly  1759- 
1'ove  that  was  between  them.  ' — ■vr- 

A  Laocoon  and  his  two  Sons.— This  is  in  bronze ;  a  very  large  and  fin® 
piece  of  fcnlpture,  and  copied  from  the  original  ftatue  that  Hands  -  in  the 
Belvidera  at  Rome.  *' 

Apollo  flaying  Marjias ,  who  -  is  tied  by  his  hands  to  a  tree,  for  pretending 
to  rival  the  God  in  Mufic.-f 

The  famous  wild  Boar. 

The  God  Pan ,  in  porphyry.  £- 

A  Narcijfus,  admiring  his-own  fhado\v..§: 

An  Mfculkpius- — pointing  with  the  fore-finger  of.  one  hand;  and'  holding,: 
a  bundle  of  herbs  in  the  other. 

Venus,  with  Cupid  in  her  lap. 

A  ftatue  of  an  Etmfcan  Nobleman,  commonly  miftaken-for  Scipio,  .  It  is  - 
in  bronze,  and  has  fome  characters  that  fpeak  it  to  be  Pufcan.. 

Annius  Veras,,  the  Son  of  Manus-  Aurelius.  He  died- at  fix  years  of 
age. 

A  Mars. — A  Mercury.'. — A  BanJous.  - 


••  ...  — — . .  - immenfls  orbibus  angues- 

Incumbunt  pelago,  pariterqne  at  littcrra  cendunt. 

Laocoonta  petunt :  &  primum  parva  duorutn 
Corpora  natorum  ferpens  amplexos  nterque 
Implicat,  .&  miferos  raorfu  depafeitur  arias. 

Poll  ipfum,  auxilio  fubeuntem  ac  tela  fe  rente®  • 

Cotripiunt,  fpirifque  ligant  jngentibus :  &  jam  * 

Bis  medium  amplexi,  bis  collo  fquamea  circum  - 
Terga  dati,  .fuperant  capite  &  cervicibus  altis.- 
Hie  fimul  manibus  tendit  diveilcre  nodos, . 

Perfufus  fanie  vittas  atroque  veneno  : 

Glamores-fimul  horrendos-ad  fideratolUc. 

Virg.  JEnndi  lib.  jiv  . 

+:  Qijem  Tritoniaca  latoiis  arandine  viilum  1 
Affecit  p.:r,a  — - 

Clamanti  cutis  ell  fummos  derepta  per  artus : 

Nee  quicquam,  nifi  vulnus,  erat.  Cruor  undique  manat, 

Deteftique  patent  nervi ;  trepidsque  fine  ulla 

Peile  micant  vena:.  Ovid,  Meta®;  lib.  vi.:. 

£  Pana  Deam  peeoris  veteres  coloiffe-feruntur  • 

Arcades.  Arcadiis  plurimus  ille  jagis. 

Ovid.  Fall,  lib,  ii.. 


— vifas  correptus  imagipe  form*,,. 


Rem  fine  corpore  ai 
Adftupet  ipfe  fibi:  vultoque-immotus  eodem 
Hasret - 

Speftat  inexpleto  mendacem  Iumine  fonnam : 
Perque  oculos  pent  ipfe  fnos. 


QviD.Metam.lib.iii. 
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An  Alexander,  looking  upwards,  with  an -air. of  grief  or  .pain  in  his-coun- 
-tenance.  Mr.  Addifon  fuppoies,  that  the  lculptor  had  in  his  thoughts  the 
.conqueror’s  weeping  for  new  worlds ;  but  others  think,  .that  he  is  here 
.reprefented  as  recovering  .from  a  grievous  blow  which  he  had  juft' before 
received. 

The  judgment  of  Paris. — The  ftatues  of  Juno.,  Venus,  and  Pallas,  are 
.-placed  near  him,  and  are  fo  difpofed,  that  Paris  who  has  the  apple  in  his 
hand,  is  made  to  give  the  preference  to  Venus,  by  fixing  his  eyes  upon 
•  her  *. 

A  Minerva. — A  Flora. 

.An  Apollo,  with  a  bow  on  his  fhoulders-f. 

A  Prometheus  J. 

An  Endymion,  gazing  attentively  on  the  moon  §. 

A  drunken  Bacchus,  with  a  cup  in  his  hand,  done  by  Michael. Angelo. 
This  is  the  only  finifhed  piece  of  his  in  the  whole  gallery.-,  and  here  he 
.exerted  all  his  powers,  to  convince  the  world  that  the  abilities  of  men  in 
his  age,  fell  not  fhort  of  thofe  of  the  ancients.  We  were  defired  to  obferve, 
that  one  of  the  arms  of  this  ftatue  was  joined  by' a  cement  to  the  trunk  ; 
and  were  told,  that  Angelo  himfelf  had  purpofely  broken  it  off,  as  foon  as 
he  had  finifhed  his  work,  and  after  fecretly  burying  the  remaining  part  of 
the  fVatue  under  ground,  where  he  fuffered  -it  to  lie  for  fome  time,  he  then 
caufed  it  to  be  dug  up  as  though  b.y  accident,  and  fent  it  to  the  pope’s  court, 
where  it  met  with  univerfal  admiration,  as  a  moft  finifhed  piece  of  antiquity. 
Angelo  was  foon  afterwards  fent  for  to  Rome,  to  partake  of  the  general 
fatisfacHon  which  this  .new  difeovery  had  created,  and  after  he  had  fuffici- 
-ently  diverted  himfelf -with  the  ignorance  of  thefe  pretended  antiquarians, 
he  at  length  thought  :fit  to  clear  up  the  whole  affair,  by  producing  the 
arm.  Other  writers  have  indeed  related  the  fame  ftory  .concerning  & 
<Cupid. 


'*  At  Venus  Tine  paSla  eft:  &  in  aha:  vallibus  idaa 
Tres  tibi  fe  nudas  exbibuere  Dese : 

Unaque  cum  regnum,  belli  daret  altera  laudem  ; 

Tyndaridps  conjux,  tertia  dixit  errs. 

Ovid.  Epift.  xvii. 

+  Nunquam  humeris  pofiturus  arcum 
Delius  &  Patareus  Apollo. 

Horat.  Carm.  iv.  Jib.  iii. 


J 


Porr 

Imm 


rigta 


Feftore ; 


ata-navem  cui  jttgera  corpus 
roliroque  immanis  vultur  obunco 
jecur  tondens,  fecundaque  pcenis ' 
natutque  epulis,  habitatque  iub  alto 
:e  fibris  requies  datur  ulla  renatis.  : 


;.  .ffineid.  lib.  vi. 


:i  Latmius  Endymion  non  eli  tibi,  Luna,  rubori. 

Ovid.  Artis  Amat.  lib.  iii. 


Here 
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.  Here  are  feveral  other  ftatues  begun  by  Michael  Angelo,  but  never  1 7  5*F‘ 
fin  jibed’;  particularly  one  of  the  younger  Brutus ,  orj  which  is  infcribed  a 
Larbz  verfe,  in  excufe  for  the  fculptor’s  not  going  through  with  his  work. 

The  reafon  affigned,  is  Brutus’ s  crime  in  murdering  his  friend  and  benefactor 
Julius  Cafar  •,  but  the  true  reafon  why  this,  and  the  feveral  other  ftatues 
by  Michael  Angelo  were  not  finiihed,  probably  was,  becaufe  he  was  called 
off  from,  time  to  time  by  his  mafters,  the  popes,  who  fee  him  about  other 
performances.  The  laft  ftatue  I  fhall  take  notice  of  in  this  gallery,  is  a 
very  ' fine  one  of  Bernini' s  mjftrefs,  done  byhimfeif ;  in  which  he  lias  been  fo 
exact,  as  to  fhew  a  fmall  fear  in  her  face,  occafjonod  by  a  fcratch  he  gave 
her  at  a  game  of  romps".  Two  magnificent  marble  pillars  ftand  at  the  end 
of  the  gallery,  on  which  feveral  Roman  arms  and  implements  of  war  a sc 
curioufiy  wrought. 

At  our  return  to  our  lodgings,  we  had  the  pleafure  to  find  Mr.  totting- 
ham  there,  who  was  juft  arrived  from  Leghorn. 

This  morning  we  made  a  fecond  vifit  to  the  old  palace,  and  were  fhewn  jantUTy 
the  feveral  chambers  of  curiofities,  that  ftand  on  the  fide  of  it,  The 
firft  chamber,  which  is  about  forty  feet  fquare,  and  of  a  good  height,  has 
its  walls  decorated  with  portraits  of  the  great  mafters  in  painting,  each  of 
whom  drew  his  own  picture,  ana  lent  it  to  this  collection.  The  fecond,  is 
almoft  full  of  fine  old  china,  and  has  a  large  touchftone  table,  cu¬ 
rioufiy  inlaid  with  oriental  {tones  of  different  kinds  and  colours.  The 
third  is  made  up  of  different  relicks  of  antiquity,  dug  out  of  the  ruins 
of  .Rome.  In  the  fourth,  you  are  fhewn  a  corona  muralts,  and  a  corona 
radialis  with  only  eight  fpikes.  Mr.  Addifon  very  juftiy  oblerves,  that  the 
ufual  number  was  twelve,  and  quotes  the  following  lines  from  Virgil  to 
prove  it : 

1 — -  '  ingenti  mole  Latinos 

Quadrijugo  vehitur  curru  ;  cui  tempora  circum 
Aurati  bis  fex  radii  fulgentia  cingunt. 

:  Here  alfo  I  had  the  pleafure  of  feeing  an  ancient  ^ Egyptian  Sijlrum  *. — • 

This,  and  the  two  foregoing  articles  are  ofbrafs.  The  fifth  chamber,  is  an 
oCtagon;  where  I  could  not  but  take  particular  notice  of  two  young 
Morpheus’s  in  white  marble,  as  it  ferves  to  invalidate  an  obfervation  of  Mr. 

Addifon’s,  who  feems  to  intimate  that  the  God  of  fieep  was  never  reprefented 


*  Regina  in  mediis  patrio  vocat  Agmina  Siftro. 

Vihg.  ALneid.  lib.ijc. 

r— ■  quid  nunc  Agyptia  profunt 
Siftra  i  -  . .  . 


Ovid.  Ain-orum,  lib,  iii. 


bj 


G  g  g 
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by  any  of  the  ancient  fculptors,  but  in  black  marble.  Here  was  alfo  the 
famous  ftatue  of  the  Roman  (lave,  liftning,  and  whetting  his  knife,  which 
is  held  in  high  eftimation. 

Apollo  and  five  other  deities  in  bronze,  by  John  of  Bologna. 

A  Venus  in  porphyry. 

A  large  fawn  in  marble; 

Another  fine  marble  ftatue  of  what  is  called  the  “  two  wreftlers.” 

An  Hermaphrodite  lying  afleep  on  its  fide,  but  in  fuch  a  manner  as  to- 
partly  difcover  the  male  parts.  The  large  breafts  and  hips  declare  alfo  its 
feminine  participation. — This  ftatue  was  made  after  that  celebrated  one  in 
the  Villa  Borghefe. 

A  Priapus ;  four  feet  in  length,  and  three  feet  one  inch  in  circumferences. 
Around  this  ftrange  and  obfcene  figure,  the  twelve  conftellations  are 
reprefented. 

A  Roman  conful  fitting. — This  is  the  ftatue- taken  notice  of  by  Mr. 
Addifon,  as  having  the  large  ring  upon  his  fingers  which,  he  tells  you,, 
reminded  him  of  Juvenal’s  expreffion  “  majoris  pondera  gemmae.1’ 

A  Jupiter  tonans. 

A  bull  of  Euripides,  the  famous  Greek  tragic  poet. 

Three,  marble  bulls  of  Homer,  found  in  Leghorn  road. 

A  fatyr,  by  Michael  Angelo,  not  quite  finilhed. 

-  Three  pretty  babes  afleep,  and  refting  their  heads  upon  one  another. 

Over  the  door  is  a  moll  excellent  buft-  of  0 liver  Cromwell,  in  plaifter  of 
Paris ;  from  which  many  copies  have-  been-  taken. 

Another  very  remarkable  ftatue  in  this  collection,  is  the  juffly  celebrated' 
Venus  of  Medicis,  fo  called  from  its, being  in-  the  pofifeffion  of  that  family, 
©f  whofe  incomparable,  beauty  of  lhape,  air,  and  pofture,  fo  much  has  been 
faid  by  all  travellers.  She  is  here  filled  “  Venus  Viftrix”  to  diftinguilb 
her  from  two  other  Venus’s,  which  Hand  near  her.  One  of  thefe  is  callecL 
“  Venus  manna”  the  other  “  Venus  aelejlis .  and.  both,  have  a  covering, 
round  the  waift:  the  firft  is  quite  naked. 

In  this  room  you-are  alfolhewn  a  great  variety  of  excellent  paintings : 
fuch  as  John  the  Baptifi,  by  Raphael-,  he  has  a  tyger’s  Ikin'  about  the 
■vvaift,  and  is  fuppofed  to-  be:  in  the  wildernefs ;  he  is  painted  very  young,: 
not  more  than  fixteen  or.  feventeen  years  of.  age.:— Lord  Southw.elk  .and  Martin. 
Luther,  by  Holbein.. 

Two  much  admired  paintings  by  Titian.  Ohe  of:  them,  is  a  portrait  of 
his  own  wife,  whom  he  has- drawn  at  full  length',  lying  on  a  bed,  and  as. 
naked  as  flie  came  into  the  worlds  T.he  other#,  is-  of-a.moft  beahtifulgirl,. 
a  favourite  millrefs  of  a  great  duke,  who  is  alfo  painted  quite  naked.  The 
portrait  of  ‘Titian’s  wife  feems-  to  be  alive,  and  is  as  finilhed  a  piece  of  the  - 
painter’s.art,,  as  the  Venus,  of  Medicis.  is  of.  the  fculptor’s. — Many  copies  both: 


[  411  3 

of  the  ftatue  and  picture  are  to  be  feen  in  private  families,  especially  in  r  759J 
thofe  apartments  where  company  is  generally  entertained,  v~- ^ 

Three  excellent  night-pieces  by  Schalkin  :  and  a  fourth  by  Francis  Douven 
a  Palatine. — A  nurfc  teaching  a  child  to  read  by  candle-light,  a  friar  ftands 
behind  them,  warming  his  hands  at  the  fire :  the  light  of  the  fire  fixiking 
upon  the  perfon  of  the  friar,  is  admirably  well  executed,  as  is  alfo  that  of 
the  candle  on  the  nurfe  and  child. 

The  laft  curiofity  that  was  Ihewn  us  in  this  odtagon  room,  was  Cardinal 
Leopold's  cabinet  of  female  beauties  in  miniature,  done  by  the  belt 
painters  of  the  age  he  lived  in.  The  cabinet  has  fixty  drawers,  with  feven 
hundred  pictures  in  each,  all  fet  in  filver. 

There  are  three  or  four  other  large  chambers  which  are  adorned  with 
cabinets,  tables  and  other  pieces,  inlaid  with  ebony,  ivory,  wax,  lapis 
lazuli,  amber,  agate,  and  precious  ftones,  but  as  all  voyage  writers  and 
authors  of  travels  are  full  of  thefe,  I  fhall  pafs  them  by,  taking  notice  only 
of  four  or  five  paintings  which  are  exquifitely  fine. 

John  Bap  Sift's  head  in  a  charger,  by  Caracci. 

Mars  and  Venus,  by  Rubens.  '  • 

Charles  the  fifth,  emperor  of  Germany ,  and  an  Italian  lady,  by  Vandyke'. 

Adam  and  Eve,  by  Albert  Purer. 

Over  the  door  of  one  of  thefe  chambers,  are  the  portraits  of  the  great 
Duke  of  Marlborough,  Prince  Rupert,  and  Lord  Offbry,  done  by  our  country 
man  Sir  Peter  Lilly. 

In  the  afternoon  we  went  to  the  baptiftry,  which  is  an  oftagon,  and  was 
once  a  temple  dedicated  to  the  god  Mars.  It  has  three  brals  gates;  one 
of  them  was  the  work  of  Ghiberti,  a  Florentine,  with  many  fcripture  ftorks 
in  Bajfo  Relievo.  The  famous  Michael  Angelo,  was  fo  ftruck  with  its  beau¬ 
ties,  that  he  pronounced  it  worthy  of  being  one  of  the  gates  of  Heaven.  The 
other  two  are  alfo  very  handfome,  but  greatly  inferior  to  the  former. — We 
then  drove  to  th zDoma  church,  which  is  a  large  Gothic  cathedral.  The 
Rotunda  was  the  firft  of  its  kind,  and  fo  much  admired  by  Michael  Angelo, 
that  he  in  part  took  from  it  the  model  of  St.  Peter's  at  Rome.  In  this 
church,  a  Johannes  Acutus  (as  he  is  called)  is  painted  in  Freftco,  on  horfe- 
back.  He  was  an  Englijhman  in  the  Florentine  fervice,  and  behaved  very 
bravely.  His  proper  name  according  to  fome  was  Hacluit,  by  others,  Sharp, 
which  the  Italians  rendered  into  Latin  by  the  word  Acutus. 

We  next  vifited  the  Anmnciata,  a  very  neat  church,  with  a  gilded  roof, 
and  many  fine  paintings.  The  Madona  del  Sacea  here  is  much  admired. 

We  then  repaired  to . St.  Croce,  a  Gothic  pile  of  building;  the  moft  remark-  — 

able  things  in  ir,  are  two  fuperb  monuments,  one  of  them  •  was  eredted  to 
Gggz  the 
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1^59-  the  memory  of  Michael  Angelo ,  and  has  three  ornamental  ftatues  about  it, 
<— '  done  by  three  of  his  fcholars,  reprefenting  painting,  feulpture,  and  archi¬ 
tecture.  The  other  is  oppofite  to  it,  and  was  defigned  for  Galileo  the 
famous  geometrician  and  philofopher. 

Monday,  We  went  this  morning  to  the  famous  chapel  of  St.  Laurence ,  which  was 
January  29.  begun  an  hundred  and  fifty  years  ago,  and  yet  remains  unfinifhed;  nor  is 
it  probable  that  it  ever  will  be  compleated.  This  is  the  burial-place  of  the 
great  dukes  of  the  family  of  Medicis.  Adjoining,  is  a  prodigious  large 
oftagon  building,  with  an  high  dome,  which  is  looked  upon  as  the  greateft 
defign  now  in  the  world.  -  Each  fide  of  the  octagon  has  a  mod  magnifi¬ 
cent  tomb  or  monument,  with  pilafters  of  the  Corinthian  and  compofite 
orders,  and  ornamented  in  the  moft  elegant  manner  with  the  arms  of 
the  family,  curioufly  wrought  in  a  great  variety  of  marbles  ;  whofe 
fine  colours,  exquifite  polilhings,  and  nice  difpofitions,  intermixed  with 
oriental  ftones  and  ores,  would  make  one  fufpect  the  whole  to  be  the  work- 
of  fome  great  matter  in  painting.  This  building  is  finifhed  from  the  ground 
to  the  upper  part  of  the  oftagon,  and  beginning  of  the  dome ;  the  fcaf- 
folding  is  ftill  {landing,  but  no  workmen  have  been  employed  for  thirteen 


We  Were  then  Ihewn  the  library,  fo  much  celebrated  for  its  large  and 
valuable  colleftion  of  manuferipts,  in  the  Greeks  Latin ,  and  other  dead 
languages.  There  is  one  of  Virgil ,  written  in  the  fourth  century-,  in  the 
whole,  there  are  at  leatt  three  thoufand  volumes  all  written  on  vellum,  and 
in  the  moft  elegant  charafters. 

Our 'party  had  this  day  the  honour  of  dining  with  Sir  Horace  Man ;  and 
were  fo  fortunate  as  to  meet  there,  the  Earl  of  Northampton ,  and  his  gover¬ 
nor,  with  Mr.  Anderfon ,  Mr.  Wyte,  and  Mr.  Henry ,  all  Englijh  gentlemen 
on  their  travels.— Our  converfation  turned  chiefly  on  the  glorious  and  un¬ 
interrupted  feries  of  fuccefs,  which  had  lately  attended  the  Britijh  arms  in 
ail  parts  of  the  world.  A  theme  of  this  kind  could  not  fail  of  affording  ’ 
a  peculiar  fatisfaftico  to  a  company  of  Englifimen,  thus  accidentally  met' 
together  in  a  foreign  land  ;  but  mote  particularly  to  me,  who  after  fo  long 
and  painful  an  abfence,  was  once  more  going  to  be  made  happy  in  a  fight 
of  my  native  country,  and  at  a  time  too  when  her  reputation  was  about  to  * 
be  railed  higher,  than  ever  before,  in  the  annals  of  Great-Britain. 

January  jo.  Mr .  Nottingham  being  obliged  to  fet  out  from  hence  this  day  on  his 

return  to  England ,  I  refolved  to  accompany  him  ;  and  about  eleven  o’clock 
in  the  morning,  (having  previoufly  taken  leave  of  all  our  countrymen  in 
.  general,  and  of  our  friends  MefTrs.'  Gregory  and  Bayky  in  particular)  we 

left  Florence,  and  after  a  very  troublefome  and  dangerous  journey  of  two 
days  over  th e.  Apennine  mountains,  we  arrived  at  the  gates'of  Bologna.  Tire 
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extreme  ruggednefs  and  difficulty  of  the  roads,  often  put  us  in 
following  lines  in  Stilus  Italicus ; 

“  Quoque  magis  fubiere  jugo,  atque  evadere  nifi. 

“  E  rex  ere  gradum,  crefcit  labor,  ardua  fupra 
“  Sefe  aperit  feffis,  &  nafcitur  altera  moles.” 

The  city  of  Bologna,  fob  extent,  and  the  number  of  inhabitants,  and  the  Botosx.i. 
importance  of  its  trade,  is  the  principal  next  to  Rme,  in  all  the  ecclefi- 
afiical  ftate.  It  abounds  in  magnificent  buildings,  and  is  likewife  famous 
for  the  numerous  colleftion  of  excellent  paintings,  mailer  pieces  of  arr, 
which  are  to  be  feen  in  it;  but  the  emotions  which  were  then  felt  by  my 
companion  and  me  for  fpeedily  getting  home,  were  To  powerful,  that  we 
were  obliged  to  deny  ourfelves  the  fatisfadlion  and  pleafure  of  feafHng  our 
eyes  with  them. 

The  Bologncfe  women  of  fafhion  wear  a  veil  or  mantle  of  black  filk  over 
their  heads  and  (boulders,  which  comes  down  before  as  low  as  their  waift. 

They  make  ufe  alfo  of  a  black  filk  apron,  a  petticoat  of  the  fame  colour, 
and  a  jacket  of  cloth,  with  open  fleeves,  which  are  turned  back  on  the 
arm,  and  laced.  They  wear  no  caps,  their  hair  is  braided,  and  being 
circularly  placed  on  the  crown  of  the  head,  is  fattened  with  long  needles 
or  pins  ftudded  with  gold;  But  the  moft  prevailing  fafhion  among  them 
is  the  wearing  gold  ear-rings;  and  in  the  winter  months  they  never  fail  to 
preferve  their  hands  from  the  cold  by  a  little  muff.  The  country  girls 
are  not  fo  fair  here,  or  fo  prettily  featured  as  thofe  of  tfufeany,  though  their 
drefs  appeared  to  be  much  the  fame.  They  have  a  bodice,  and  over  it  a 
Ihort  jacket  either  of  coarfe  fluff  ot  cloth.  A  white  handkerchief  covers 
the  breafts,  and  another  is  pinned  clofe  on  the  top  of  the  head,  and  loofely 
under  the  chin.  Some  of  them  wear  ihoes,  others  none ;  the  few  that  do 
have  a  pair  of  red  or  green  worfted  ttockings,  and  one  and  all  ape  their 
fuperiors  in  wearing  either  gold  or  brads  ear-rings.  To  their  honour  how¬ 
ever  be  it  fpoken,  the  fame  fpirit  of  induftiy  prevails  among  thefe,  as 
does  among  the  pretty  female  peafants  in  Tufcany. 

We  left  Bchgna  at  half  patt  leven  this  morning,  and  went  on  through  February  i. 
Pez'ia,  which  is"  a  handfome  country  town,  with  houfes  built  on  wooden  f£VIA- 
pillars  or  arches.  The  roads  hereabouts  are  very  bad  for  travellers,  running 
through  a  fat  and  dirty  foil.  The  country  however  is  very  pleafant,  culti¬ 
vated  to  the  beft  advantage,  and  extremely  well  laid  out  in  vineyards.  The 
vines  here,  as  in  Tufccvy,  are  fupported  from  tree  to  tree  *,  and  both  the 
ftandards  and  vines  are  nicely  trimmed,  and  uniformly  planted,  for  many 
miles  together. 


I-Il'p.at.  F.pofSon.  lib.  ode  ad. 
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l759-  The  lumber  carriages  in  this  country  are  drawn  by  three,  four,  and 
,—,.1  fometimes  five  pair  of  yoke  oxen.  An  iron  ring  or  two  loofly  hung  to  a 
pillar  of  the  fame  metal,  which  ftands  on  the  pole  between  each  yoke, 
ferves  all  the  purpofes  of  bells ;  for  thefe  rings,  by  the  motion  of  the  car¬ 
riage,  are  made  to  fall  on  and  off  the  pillars,  .whereby  a  found,  fomewhac 
•refembling  that  of  a  bell,  is  happily  produced. 

Sr.  Carlo.  '  At  a  quarter  paft  three  in  the  afternoon,  we  arrived  at  St.  Carlo,  having 
.gone  over  an  ugly,  long  caufeway,  by  the  fide  of  the  little  Rhine  *,  which 
river  lofes  itfelf  in  a  marfh  near  St.  Carlo.  The  edges  of  the  marfti 
are  full  of  willow-trees  and  fhrubs,  and  according  to  the  beft  intelligence 
we  could  pick  up,  thefe  fwamps  continue  quite  to  the  fea,  by  Ravenna. 
The  banks  of  this  river  are  every  where  pleafantly  lhaded  with  the  willow, 
and  other- trees  ;  but  fo  narrow,  that  we  were  feveral  times  apprehenfive  of 
falling  into  the  river.  , 

Ferrara.  At  half  after  five  we  reached  the  gates  of  Ferrara:  a  city  but  poorly- 
walled,  and  at  prefent  in  almoft  a  defencelefs  ftate.  The  ramparts  indeed 
are  fo  extenfive,  that  even  in  its  beft  eftate,  it  muft  have  required  a  whole 
army  to  defend  it.  The  ftreets  are  regular,  and  the  houfes  fo  handfome, 
that  they  may  with  great  propriety  be  filled  palaces,  being  built  of  marble, 
and  in  an  elegant  tafte.  The  convents  and  churches  are  alfo  very  mag¬ 
nificent.  We  were  obliged  to  put  up  at  the  poft-houfe,  where  we  had 
the  worft  attendance  in  the  world,  but  were  made  to  pay  moft  extravagantly 
for  every  thing  we  called  for.  The  fervants  here,  and  in  almoft  every  other 
public  houfe  between  this  and  Pifa,  are  down- right  thieves  •,  we  have  been 
pillaged  by  them  already  no  lefs  than  four  times,  though  we  always  endea¬ 
voured  to  keep  a  good  look  out.. 

February  2.  At  a  quarter  paft  feven  this  morning,  we  left  Ferrara ,  and  prefently 
after,  the  horfes  that  drew  my  chaife  (which  was  built  on  purpofe  for  me  at 
Leghorn,  ftrong  and  well  fitted  for  the  Italian  and  German  roads)  fell  down 
in  a  boggy  road,  and  in  my  endeavouring  to  get  clear  of  the  carriage  and 
flough,  1  had  the  misfortune  to  fprain  my  back.  A  full  hour  paffed  away 

Ponte  de  la  before  the  horfes  and  chaife  could  be  gotten  out  again. — We  afterwards 
CUR0;  went  by  a  town,  called  Ponte  de  la  Scuro.  The  famous  river  Pa,  or  Eridanus, 
runs  by  it,  and  is  here  about  half  a  mile  broad  f . 

I  obierved 

*  ‘ - — Parvique  Bononia  Rhein.  Silius  Ital.  lib.  8. 

.  t  The  ancient  poet!  are  full  of  deferiptions  of  this  river.  Virgil  in  his'  firft  Gecrgic,  Riles 
it  “  Flu’viorum  Rex  Eridanus  5”  and  in  his  fourth,  he  fpeaks  thus  of  its  importance ; 

“  Eridanus,  quo  non  alius  per  pinguia  cnlta 
-  “  In  mare  purpuremn  violentior  affluit  amnis.” 

O-jid  too  has  made  it  famous  by  throwing  his  Phaetm  into  it, 

Quem  procul  a  patria  diverfo  maximus  orbe 
Excipit  Eridanus,'  fpuniantiaque  abluit  01a.” 

And 
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I  obferved  many  wooden  mills  upon  this  river,  raifed  on  boats,  which  1759. 
ate  tied  to  each  other,  and  fattened  to  flakes,  near  the  fhore.  We  often  ' — , — -*■ 
fa-w  three,  four,  and  five  in  a  row  together.  They  are  worked  by  the 
ftream  of  the  Pc,  wh,ich  here  runs  at  the  rate  of  four  miles  an  hour,  and  is 
navigable  from  Ponte  de  la  Scuro  quite  to  Venice.  We  travelled  feveral  miles 
to-day  on  its  high  artificial  banks,  which  on  both  fldes  of  the  river  are 
raifed  twenty  or  thirty  feet  above  the  level  of  the  country,  and  were  in-  ' 
tended  to  be-broad  enough  for  two  carriages  to  pafs-  each  other. 

At  ten  o’clock  we  eroffed  a  branch  of  the  Po  in  a  ferry-boat,  and  in 
about  two  hours  after,  arrived  at  another  branch  of  it  called  Canale  Bianco, 
over  which  we  palled  alfo  in  the  fame  manner.  About  two  miles  on  the 
other  fide  of  this  river,  the  ecclefiaftical  territories  end,  and  thofe  of  the 
Venetian  ftate  begin.  At  five  we  arrived  at  Rouvigo ,  having  travelled  only  Rouvico. 
twenty-five  miles  the  whole  day,  owing  to  the  deep  and  fwampy  roads  we 
■went  through.  We  here  met  with-  a  clean  houfc,  and-  a  very  neat  and 
obliging  hoftefs. 

Wre  left  Rouvigo  a  little  before  feven  in  the  morning,  and5  were  obliged  February  3, 
to  make  ufe  of  four  horfes  to  each  chaife,  and  likewife  to  pay  for  a  poft  ex¬ 
traordinary,  on  account  of  the  common  road  being  at  prefent  overflown. 

For  feveral  miles  we  met  with  a  great  deal  of  trouble,  being  obliged  fre¬ 
quently  to  get  out  of  our  carriages,  to  prevent  our  being  fall  in  the  mire. 

At  eight  we  reached  a  ferry  on-  the  river  Adige,  which  is  navigable  up  to 
Verona  f  ;  and  by  ten  had  almofl:  got  clear  of  the  overflown,,  marlhy  coun¬ 
try,  which  had  occafioned  us  fo  much. fatigue; 

In  going  through  one  of  the  grape  plantations,  I  obferved-  an  image  of  the/ 

Virgin  Mary  fixed'  in  a  box,  and*  nailed’ to-  one  of  the  trees  that  fupported. 
the  vines.  She  is  looked  upon  it  feems  as  the  proteftrefs  of  vineyards,  and 
is  therefore  always  honoured  with  a  falute-by  every  devout  Roman  Catholic: 
traveller. 

And  Claudian  has  given  the  following  pompous  defcription  of  this  liver,. 

“  - - Ille  caput  placidis  fublime  fluentis. 

“  Extulit,  et  totis  lucem  fpargentia  ripis- 

“  Non  iUi  madidum  vulgaris  arundine  crinera- 
“  Velat  honos rami  caput  umbravere  virentes 
“  Heliadom,.  torifque  fluunt  eleftra  capillis. 

“  Pafla  tegic  latos  humeros,  curruque  paterno 
“  Intexus  Phaeton  glaucos  incendlt  amiclus 
«  Fultaque  fub  gremio  ccelatis.nobilis  allris 
"  uEtherium.probat  urna  decus,”' SC..&C.  &‘c. 

Claudian  de  fexto  Conf,  Hcnorii. 

■ . .  Vetona  Athefi  circuir.fi  ua; 

,  Snivi  Itaucvs,  lib,  -8,- 


At- 
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*■759-  At  e^ev?n  we  pafied  over  the  fode  river  Cordon,  by  the  help  of  a  wooden 
u — y — 1  bridge,  built  on  piles ;  and  in  a  quarter  of  an  hour  after,  we  reached 
Pifano village.  p;fmlo ,  having  but  fix  miles  to  Montfelice.  A  little  before  one  o’clock  we 
feached  Montfelice,  which  is  fituated  at  the  foot  of  a  mountain,  has  an  old 
wall,  a  gateway,  and  a  worn-out  wooden  gate.  On  the  top  of  che  moun¬ 
tain,  an  ancient  fort,  once  ftood,  but  it  is  now  converted  into  a  church. 
Oppofite  to  this  there  is  another  hill  ftill  higher,  called  Monte  Rocca, 
which  has  a  convent  upon  it. 

Montse-  Great  part  of  the  road  between  Montfelice  and  Padua  runs  along  a  nat- 
^•,CE•  row,  artificial  caufeway,  and  fo  nigh  to  the  river  Brent  or  Brenia,  that  we 
chofe  rather  to  quit  our  carriages,  and  walk  feveral  miles  on  foot,  than 
run  the  rifk  of  being  overturned  in  fo  dangerous  a  place.  As  we  drew 
near  to  Padua,  we  met  a  great  number  of  country-people  returning  from 
the  market  of  chat  city.  We  obferved  that  their  oxen  were  dreifed  out 
with  ribbons,  bells,  &c. — They  had  alfo  fheep,  hogs,  and  poultry  in  great, 
abundance  with  them. 

The  Venetian  country  women  wear  their  hair  plaited,  and  in  general 
have  nothing  upon  their  heads  but  a  ftraw-hat,  with  the  edge  turned  a 
little  up:  with  this  hat  they  falute  after  the  manner  of  men.  The  women 
in  the  towns,  drefs  much  in  the  fame  way  as  thofe  at  Bologna.  There  is  a 
particularity  in  this  country,  which  I  never  obferved  any  where  elfe,  every 
poft-chaife  driver  has  always  a  dog  to  attend  him.  Thefe,  little  animals  are 
of  great  ufe  to  their  owners,  as  they  never  fail,  at  the  proper  fignals  being 
made,  to  bark  at  the  horfes,  and  by  that  means  to  puffi  .them  forwards,  as 
effectually,  as  if  the  rider  had  given  them  the  fpur. 

Pt>DUA.  "We  reached  Padua  before  the  gates  were  Ibut,  and  entring  the  city  at 
that  part  of  it  called  the  Holy  Crofs,  palled  by  the  church  of  St.  Jujlina * 
which  at  a  diftance  makes  a  moil  noble  appearance,  but  upon  coming 
near,  you  prefently  difeover  that  the  original  ftone-work  has  been  patch¬ 
ed  with  rough  brick,  which  gives  a  fhocking  deformity  to  the  .  whole 
building.  This  edifice  is  remarkable  for  having  fix  rotundas  or  cupolas, 
and  is  built  in  the  form  of  a  latin  crofs :  it  was  defigned  by  Palladio,  and 
is  univerfally  held  in  great  efteem  as  a  mafter-piece  of  art.  Like  all  other 
Pofifi  churches,  it  is  adorned  with  a  variety  of  pictures ;  but  the  chief  or¬ 
nament  of  this  kind,  is  the  martyrdom  of  the  faint,  which  was  done  by  Paul 
Veroncfe,  and  is'hung  up  over  the  high  altar.  Padua,  though  a  famous  city 
and  univerfity,  is  neither  fo  well  built  nor  paved  as  that  of  Bologna.  The 
houfes  in  general  are  old-fafhioned,  and  the  ftones  ufed  in  the  pavements  are 
much  too  large.  The  walls  alfo  are  built  of  brick,  which  gives  them  an 
odd  appearance.  * 

This 

*  Mr.  AMfia  fays,  that  in  the  towtr-hal!  of  Padua,  there  Hands  a  done  fuperferibed, 
“  lafis  yitHferii.™  Any  debtor  that  will  fwear  himfeif  not  worth  five  pounds,  and  is  fet  by 

the 
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This  morning  we  hired  a  boat  for  two  fequins  and  an  half  (about  *5  lhil-  1 759* 
lings)  to  carry  us  down  the  Brent  to  Venice.  If  we  approve  of  it,  he  is  to  J 

continue  at  Venice,  and  bring  us  back  to  Padua,  for  an  equal  fum.  The  boat  Fsfcruary  ** 
is  called  a  Centaur ,  has  a  very  commodious  and  large  cabbin,  and  is  drawn  by 
a  horfe  on  the  bank.  We  got  to  Venice  at  five  o’clock  in  the  evening,  and  Venice. 
went  in  mafques  to  the  opera. 

the  bailiffs  thrice  with  his  bare  buttocks  on  $us  (tone  in  a  full  hall,  clears  himfelf  of  any  far¬ 
ther  profecution  from  his  creditors.  Addison's  Tretvelt,  page  55,-— This  cuftom  has  been  dip- 
continued  however  many  years. 


Hh  k 
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CHAP.  IX. 


Dtfcription  of  Venice. — Journey  from  thence  to  Vicenza,  Verona,  Borgetto, 
Trent  and  Infpruck. — Defcription  of  the  city  of  Infpruck. — Occurrences- 
from  thence  to  Augiburgh  and  Franckfort. — Paffage  down  the  Rhine  to  Co¬ 
logne. — Journey  from  that  city  to  Cleves  and  Nimeguen  ;  and  paffage  after¬ 
wards  to  Rotterdam  and  Helvoetfluys. — Arrival  in  England. 


1 759 •  ryiHIS  morning  we  waited  upon  Mr.  Murray  the  Englijh  refident,  and 

J  X  Mr.Smith  the  conful.  We  afterwards  went  to  fee  the  famous  bridge 
February  c.  of  the  Rialto,  and  St.  Mark's  fquare  and  church.  In  the  evening  we  vifitedi- 
another  church  called  St.  George  the  major,  wherein  is  a  much  admired  pic¬ 
ture  of  the  wedding  feaft,  by  Paul  Veronefe. 

“  Venice  (according  to  Mr.  Aidifon)  has  feveral  particulars,  which  are  not 
to  be  found  in  other  cities,  and  is  therefore  very  entertaining  to  a  traveller.. 
It  looks,  at  a  diftance,  like  a  great  town  half  floated  by  a  deluge.  There 
are  canals  every  where  eroding  it,  fo  that  one  may  go  to  moft  houfes  either 
by  land  or  water.  The  ftreets  are  generally  paved  with  brick  or  freeftone, 
and  always  kept  very  clean,  for  there  is  no  carriage,  fo  much  as  a  chair  that 
paffes  through  them.  There  is  an  innumerable  multitude  of  bridges,  all  of 
a  Jingle  arch,  and  many  nobie  palaces.  Their  furniture  is  not  commonly 
very  rich,  if  we  except  the  pidtures,  which  are  here  in  greater  plenty  than, 
in  any  other  place  in  Europe,  from  the  hands  of  the  beft  matters  of  the 
Lombard  fchool,  as  Titian,  Paul  Veronefe,  and  Tintoret.  The  rooms  are  ge¬ 
nerally  hung  with  gilt  leather,  which  they  cover  on  extraordinary  occafions- 
with  tapiftry,  and  hangings  of  greater  value.  The  flooring  is  a  kind  of  red' 
plaifter,  made  of  brick  ground  to  powder,  and  afterwards  worked  into,' 
mortar.  It  is  rubbed  with  oil,  and  makes  a  fmooth,  lhining,  and  beautiful; 
furface.  The  particular  palaces,  churches,  and  pictures  of  Venice,  are  enu¬ 
merated  in  feveral  little  books  that  may  be  bought  in  the  place,  and  have’ 
been  faithfully  tranfcribed  by  many  voyage  writers.”  *■ 

*  AMifiiA  Travels,  gage  59, 

Wet 
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We  were  employed  this  morning  in  taking  a  view  of  the  arfenal,  which  1759. 
has  a  line  drawn  round  it  of  about  three  miles.  Tiiree  thoufand  artificers  ■ — v- ..  > 
and  labourers  in  the  feveral  naval  branches,  are  conflantly  employed  here.  February  6, 
Th’e  expence  to  the  ftate,  upon  this  account,  amounts  to  about  fix  thou¬ 
fand  ducats  weekly.  It  is  upon  the  whole,  a  neat  and  compact  dock¬ 
yard,  the  whole  navy  of  the  republic,  confifting  of  twenty-four  fhips  of 
the  firft  rate,  which  carry  eighty  guns  each,  and  twenty-five  galeaffes,  being 
kept  herein.  They  all  lie  under  cover,  are  finifhed  to  the  upper  deck  •, 
and  we  were  told,  that  in  the  fpace  of  two  years,  they  could  be  all  fitted 
out,  and  fent  to  fea.  The  mail-yard,  rope-walk,  fail-lofts,  fmith-fhops, 
founderies,  and  magazines  of  every  kind  are  upon  this  fpot;  and  as  far  as 
we  could  obferve,  every  thing  feemed  to  be  ready  at  hand,  and  in  exafifc 
order.  We  walked  through  that  part  of  the  arfenal  where  the  fmall  arms 
are  laid,  and  faw  the  complete  fuits  of  armour  which  the  greateft  captains 
belonging  to  the  republic  formerly  wore.  Thefe  are  hung  up  as  precious 
relicks  5  and  are  held  in  great  veneration  by  the  prefent  race  of  Venetians. 

We  were  afterwards  (hewn  the  famous  Bucentaur  Galley ,  which  has  two 
decks,  and  is  truly  a  fine  fight.  It  is  decorated  with  a  great  variety  of 
curious  carved  work,  reprefenting  the  different  feafons,  the  arts  and  fciences, 
juftice,  charity,  prudence, -patience,  and  other  virtues.  The  bare  gilding 
of  this  vefiel  coil  12000  ducats  of  gold,  which  in  our  money  amount  to 
near  fix  thoufand  pounds.  The  Bucentaur  is  kept  merely  for  fhew,  being 
feldom  if  ever  ufed,  but  on  the  day  of  . our  Lord’s  Afcenfion,  the  anniver- 
•fary  of  the  Dcge’s  marriage  with  the  fea. 

After  taking  our  leave  of  the  arfenal,  we  went  to  fee  the  church  belong* 
ing  to  the  bare-footed  Carmelites ,  which  is  a  gay,  handfome  ftrufture,  and 
has  an  altar-piece  truly  majeftic.  This  church-  was  defigned  by  the  fame 
artift  who  built  that  belonging  to  the  Jefuits ;  and  what  is  very  remarkable 
in  a  place  fo  confined  as  Venice ,  has  a  good  and  ipacipus  garden  adjoining 
to  it.  One  of  the  brethren  who  fhewed  us  the  church,  refufed  to  take  the 
money  we  offered  him  for  his  trouble. — A  very  extraordinary  circumftance 
this,  and  worthy  to  be  noted  ! 

We  had  the  honour  to  dine  this  day  with  Lady  Wentworth  and  her  huf- 
band  •,  Mr.  Murray ,  Mr.  Bridges  an  Englijh  gentleman  on  his  travels,  and 
Mr.  Bucket  fecretary  to  Mr.  Murray,  made  up  the  reft  of  the  company. 

We  had  before  been  favoured  with  complimentary  cards  from  Lord  Bru- 
denel  fon  of  the  earl  of  Cardigan ,  Mr.  Conful  Smith,  Meffrs.  Lyte,  Frazier , 

Udney,  and  Seignior  Sehafiian  Battagio.  This  laft  gentleman  is  the  fame  per- 
fon  who  was  mentioned  in  my  friend  Mr.  Bridge's  letter.  He  tendered  his 
beft  fervices,  and-  told  me,  that  he  had  received  a  private  letter  of  recom¬ 
mendation  from  Mr.  Smith  of  Aleppo  in  favour  of  Mr.  Bridge  andme,  with 
credit  for  whatever  cafh  we  might .  Hand  in  need  of.  This  was  the  more 
.  H  h  h  2  -  >  -■■*  kind 
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i7 59-  kind  in  Mr.  Smith,  as  he  had  done  it  without  giving  us  the  lea(t  intimation 
■ — » — 1  of  his  friendly  intentions. 

In  the  evening  we  went  in  mafques  to  the  Ridotto,  or  public  gaming- 
houfe,  which  is  here  eftabliflied  by  authority.  In  it  are  feveral  apartments  ; 
and  in  each  apartment  gaming-tables,  loaded  with  either  gold  or  filver,  At 
each  bank  fits  a  Venetian  fenator  unmafked,  and  arrayed  in  his  fcarlet  robes. 
To  him  the  adventurer  repairs,  trys  his  fortune  at  the  game  of  Baffet,  and 
very  often,  in  a  few  minutes  is  totally  ruined.  There  is  fomething  truly 
diabolical  in  thefe  fcenes.  The  mafques  are  commonly  dreffed  in  black 
the  rooms  though  large,  are  but  dimly  lighted  ;  fome  people  you  fee  pen- 
fively  fitting,  others  gravely  ftalking  along,  or  defperately  gaming.  And 
all  the  while  fo  profound  a  filence  is  kept,  that  fcarce  a  figh  or  whifper 
is  ever  to  be  heard.  I  left  this  place  with  abhorrence,  being  fenfibly  ftruck 
with  the  proftitution  of  magiftracy,  the  encouragement  of  vice,  and  the 
ruin  of  families ! 

From  hence  we  went  to  the  Buffo ,  or  comic  opera,  and  were  drolly.  enter¬ 
tained  :  then  we  adjourned  to  a  grand  Fefttno  or  ball,  given  by  a  Venetian 
nobleman  of  the  Veniero  family,  in  his  own  palace,  upon  his  being  lately 
defied  Procurator.  .  This  feftival  continues  three  days  and  three  nights. 
The  magnificence  and  brilliancy  of  the  prefent,  is  faid  to  equal  any  that  has 
ever  preceded  it.  Every  apartment  in  the  palace,,  intended  for  the  reception 
ef  company,  is  illuminated  with  avail  number  of  wax-candks,  placed  in  filver- 
branches,  or  glafs-girandoles,  finely  cut ;  and  has  a  band  of  mufick  in  it, 
confifting  of  at  leatt  twenty  hands.  Only  the  native  nobility,  and  gentle- 
men-foreigners  of  different  nations  who  happen  to  be  at  Venice,  are  ever 
admitted  to  thefe  feftivals -r  for  which  purpofe  a  detachment  of  foldiers  is 
placed  at  the  entrance  of  each  paffage  to  the  feveral  apartments,  to  prevent 
any  improper  perfon  from  going  in.  All  who  pafs  by  the  foldiers  are 
•obliged  to  unmade,.  unlefs  it  be  thofe  who  are  accompanied  by  fome  foreign' 
zninifter,  or  by  one  of  his  houfehold.  This  happened  to  be  our  cafe  ;. 
Mr.  Bucket  having  been  fo  obliging  as  to  take  us  with  him.  He  there¬ 
fore,, of  our  whole  company,  was  the  only  perfon  who  found  it  neceffary  to 
unmalk,  and  acquaint  the  guard,  that  we  were  “■  Englijh  Gentlemen.” 

In  the  feveral  chambers  of  this  palace,  the  greateft  profufion  of  coftly 
jewels  were  difplayed  by  the  noble  Venetian  ladies;  they  were  all  dreffed 
either  in.  black  filks,  or  black  velvet,  except  the  lately  elefted  Procurator' % 
wife,  who  upon  this  particular  oecafion,  is  allowed  to  appear  in  colours,, 
with  the  foreign  princeffes,  the  nieces  or  ocher  near  relations  of  the 
Pope,,  and:  the  ladies  of  public  minifters,  Every  woman’s  hair  was  ex¬ 
tremely. powdered,  and  dreffed  either  in.  the  French  or  Englijh-  tafte,  and  be¬ 
sides  the  abundance  of  coftly  brilliants,  rabies,  &c.  with  which  every  pare 
of  their  drefs  was  ornamented,  there  was  fcarce  a  finger  upon  either  of  their 

hands 
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hands  but  what  was  loaded  with  rings  of  immenfe  value.  Dancing  and  J759'- 
cards  made  up  the  principal  entertainment  of  the  company,  though  many  ' 

of ’both  fexes  alfo  feemed  to  be  happily  employed  in  chit-chat  converfation. 

In  fome  of  the  rooms,  the  feveral  parties  were  regaled  with  tea,  coffee, 
chocolate,  fherbet,  wines,  &c. ;  and  in  other  rooms,  were  rabies  covered 
with  the  niceft  cold-meats  of  various  forts,  fuch  as  poultry,  wild-fowl,  paf- 
tieSj’cuftards,  fweet-meats,  fyllabubs,  fnow-balls,  jellies,  &c. 

The  Pope's  Nuncio,  the  Englijh  refident,  the  French  Embaffador,  and  the- 
reft  of  the  foreign  minifters  and  their  families,  and  all  the  people  of  the  fir  ft 
rank  in  Venice,  were  at  this  Feftino  :  and  the  whole  was  fo  truly  fplendid,  fa 
politely,  and  fo  regularly  conducted,  that  I  never  went  away  from  any  en¬ 
tertainment  fo  thoroughly  delighted.  It  may  not  be  improper  to  add,  that 
the  laws  of  Venice  ftriftly  forbid  any  of  their  nobility  holding  the  lealt  con- 
verlation  with  the  foreign  minifters  but  upon  thefe  public  occafions,  or 
when  national  affairs  are  to  be  agitated  between  them.  A  dete&ion  of  ar 
breach  of  thefe  laws,,  is  fure  to-  be  punilhed  with  great  rigour  and  fe- 
verity- 

Mr.  Murray  the  EngVijh.  refident,  is  a  polite,  well-bred,  fen  fibre  man: 

Mr.  Conlul  Smith  has  behaved  with  great  good-nature  towards  us,  and  Mr.. 

Bucket  has  fully  anfwered  the  very  amiable  character  given  of  him  by- 
Mr.  Beidge.  In  a  word,  we  have  experienced  at  Venice  every  civility,  which 
travellers  could  poHIbiy  wifh  for.  At  Leghorn  we  got  letters  of  credit  and 
recommendation  Co  the  feveral  places  we  were  to  pafs  through  in  Italy 
.  and  Germany,  but  Mr.  Udney  of  this  place  has  been  lb  obliging  as  to  give 
us  another  on  Mr.  Aman  of  Augsiurgh-. 

Both  the  refident  and  conful  advife  us  not  to  be  afraid  of  palling  through- 
Franckfori  on  the  Maine ,  though  it  be  now  in  poffelfion  of  the  French. 

They  ieem  ferry  that  my  friend  Doidge  and  his  party  have  taken  another 
route  from  Augsburgh,  as  hereby  their  expences  and  difficulties  will  be  con- 
fiderably  increafed..* 

By  the  advice  of  the  lame  gentlemen,  we  fuppUed  burfelves  with-  a  parfs- 
port  from  the  Auftrian  Embaffador  refiding  here,  as  it  was  apprehended  by 
them,  that  the  French  would  pay  but  little  regard  to  the  one  we  had  before- 
gotten  from  the  regency  of  Florence.  This  pafs-port  from  the  Auftrian, 
Embaffador,  coft  us  four  fequins,  which  was  a-  great  impofition  in  his  fe- 
eretary,  who  was  mean  enough  to  declare  to  our  lervants,  that  we  fhould 
not  have  it  for  lefs  money,  becaufe  we  were  Englijhmen ,  and  confequendy' 

*  Mr.  Doi/tges  party,  intimidated  bj  Fremckftrfib  being  in  jsofleffion  Of  Ok  French,  quitted: 
their  intended  route,  and  pafled  through  Germany  by  way  ot‘  Nuremberg,  Bamberg ,  Ctberg ,, 

Munangen,  Cajftl,  Munfter,  &c». 
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1759-  were  real,  though  not  open  and  declared  enemies  of  hisjniftrefs  the  Queen 
*-  0f  Hungary. 

February  7.  We  embarked  about  nine  this  morning  for  Padua ,  having  previoufiy 
Padua.  taken  leave  of  all  our  friends  at  Venice.  We  got  to  Padua  in  nine 
hours,  having  hired  a  horfe  extraordinary  to  draw  our  boat,  that  we  might 
arrive  there  before  the  gates  were  (hut. 

: February  S.  .  This  morning  early,  while  our  carriages  were  getting  ready,  we  paid  a 
•vifit  to  the  church  of  St.  Anthony,  the  titular  faint  of  this  city.  It  is  a 
very  large,  and  magnificent  pile  bi"  building,  but  in  the  gothic  tafte.  The 
■outfide  of  it  has  rather  a  heavy  appearance;  within,  it  is  richly  adorned 
■with  grand  marble  altar-pieces,  branches  of  mafiy  Giver,  and  many  excel¬ 
lent  paintings.  The  church,  which  was  once  dedicated  to  the  Virgin  Mary , 
•befides  the  tomb  of  Saint  Anthony ,  has  alfo  an  abundance  of  other  elegant 
marble  monuments,  and  feveral  Alto  Relievo’s, ,  expreffive  of  the  miracles 
wrought  by  the  faint;  of  David’s  playing  and  dancing' before  the  ark  ;  of 
Solomon's  temple,  &c.  Here  alfo  the  whole  hiftory  of  Sampjori  is  to  be  (een 
in  brafs,  Bajfa  Relievo,  finely  executed.  The  pavement  of  the  church  is  all 
of  marble,  of  different  colours,  well-polifhed  and  cubically  formed. 

We  left  Padua  about  nine  o’clock,  and  palling  through  the  town  of 
Mejlrey,  got  to  Slejica  by  eleven.  We  eroded  here  the  river  Pepin,  formerly 

ViesxKA.  the  Picinus  *,  by  a  I'm  all  bridge,  and  a  t  one  o’clock  reached  Vicenza.  We 
found  the  ftreets  of  this  city  narrow,  the  houfes  irregularly  built,  and 
in  an  old-fafhioned  tafte.  A  very  few  indeed  which  are  modern,  have  a 
.handfome  appearance. 

Monte-  We  took  frefh  horfes  at  Vicenza  for  Montebello,  where  we  arrived  at  a 
9ELC0.  quarter  pad;  three  o’clock,  having  had  a  good  road  all  the  way..  At  a 
quarter  after  dve,  we  again  changed  our  horfes  at  a  place  called  Caldier,  and 
Verona,  fet  out_  for  the  city  of  Verona ,  which  we  reached  about  fix  in  the  even¬ 
ing- 


the  following  beautifnrieferiptien  of  this ‘river, , 


Casruleas  Trcinus  aquas  et  ftagtia Vadbih 
Perfpicuus  fervat,  turbari  nefeia,  fkndo: 


Ac  nitidam  viridi  lence  trahit  am  lie  liqaoram 
Vix  credas  labi,  ripis  tamen.mitis  opacis 
A’rgutos  inter  (voludrum  certamina)  tantds‘ 
Somniferam  ducit  locenti  gorgite  lymphami”* 


How  fliall  we  be 
given  us  by  Dr.  Burn 
iented  it, as  running 


condle  the  'aSdve  'Sefctiptiebt  bf 'this  tlVer;  with  the  accbtmc 
and  others  of  our  modern  travellers,  who  have  all  repre- 
ilomlhing  rapidity  ?  trhejlearned.bHliop  in  particular  fays,  that 
at  the  rate  'of  thirty  miles  ah"  hour,  ’by  ‘the.  help  of  a  Angle 
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Very  early  this  morning,  we  quitted  our  beds,  and'  accompanied  by  1759I- 

Count ’  Lodovico  Lazife,  a.  decayed  man  of  quality,  but  a  celebrated  antiqua-  1 - r — 

rian,  went  in  a  hackney-coach  to  view  the  ruins  of  a  Roman  triumphal  February- 9. 
arch ;  before  which,  tends  another  of  a  more  modern  date,,  of  the  doric 
order,  done  by.  Michael  San  Micchdi.  The  pillars  of  this  la  ft,,  are  without 
either  pedeftaior  baie,  and  are  made  to  reft  upon  rude,,  large  ftones  only. 

You  fee  fome  fyfnbolical  figures  on  the  gate,  which  I  could  make  nothing 
of,  but  a  ivvan  and  a  boar’s  head  are  very  difcernible.  We  afterwards 
went  to  fee  St.  Bernards  church,  and  its  beautiful  rotunda  chapel,  de- 
figned  by  the  fame  San  Miccheli.  Its  pillars  are  of  the  fineft  marble,  of  the 
Corinthian  order,  and  held  in  the  higheft  eftimation.  .  Some  of  them  are 
fluted,  others  fpirally  worked,  and  others  beautifully  cut  into  foliages.  We 
next  took  a  view  of  a  brick  bridge  of  three  arches,  which  is  built  over  the' 
river  Adige.  The  firft  of  thefe  arches  meafures  142  Italian  feet  at  the  bafe 
the  fecond  82,  and  the  third  70.  This  bridge,  and  an  oldcaftle  that  (lands 
near  it,  were  both  built  in  the  year  1354.  The  principal  arch  is  reputecf 
to  be  the  wideft  in  the  known  world,  that  of  the  Rialto  at  Venice  making, 
only  a  fpan  of  86  feet. 

We  were  then  (hewn  the  ruins  of  the  Area  Gavia  built  by  Vitruvius.,  A.- 
D.  145.  This  (according  to  the  accounts  given  us)  was  the  entrance  to 
the  fepulchre  of  the  Gavian  family.  We  were  afterwards  led  to  the  hofpital 
di  Mifericordia ,  to  fee -a  much  admired  piece  of  painting  of  a  Saviour 
juft  taken  down  from  the  crofs,  done  by  Alexandrino  Vercmefe..  The- 
bleffed  virgin,  wringing  her  hands,  and  in  an  agony  of  grief,  Hands  look¬ 
ing  on  the  bloody  corpfe,  which  is  fupported  by  Nicodemus.  Our  Saviour- 
is  reprefented  of  a  fhorter  ftature  in  this  pifture,  than  in  any  other  painting. 

I  ever  law  of  him.— The  laft  piece  of  antiquity  we  took  a  view  of  ac 
Verona ,  was  the  famous  Roman  amphitheatre,  the  infide  of  which  is  ft  ill 
complete,  but  the  outfide-work  has  fufiered.  fo  much  from  time  and  wea¬ 
ther,  that  a  very  Tmali  part  of  the  old,  original  wall,  is  now  remaining- 
There  are  in  all  three  walls,  beginning  from  the  ftreet,  and  ending  at the' 
centre  or  area  for  the  fports.  Within  thefe  walls,  are  ftages  of  feats  for  four- 
different  ranks  of  people,  and  fixty  portals  for  their  entrance,,  it  being, 
cuftomary  among  the  Romans  for  each  order  or  tribe  to  go  up  -  by  its  own. 
refpe&ive  ftair-cafe.  The  Patricians  fat -on  -the  .firft  row  of  leats  from  the 
area  or  field  of  combat,  and  the  Plebeians  on  the  higHeft  of  all.  There  are" 
forty-five  of  thefe  feats,  ranged  circularly  one  above-  another,  and  will 
hold  22184  perfons.  In  the  fecond  wall  from  the  ftreet,  are  feveral  dif- 
tindl  apartments  for  keeping  the  wild  beads,  and  in  the  third,,  or  inner 
wall,  are  twenty  eight  prifons,  four  of  which  are  entirely  dark.  Here  the - 
malefadlors  were  confined,  who  were  fentenced  to  give  diverfion  to  the- 
Roman  citizens,  by  combating  the  beads.  Little  channels  of  water  run- 
quite  through  the  building,  and  were  undoubtedly  defigned  to  carry  off. every. - 
kind.  of.  filth  to  the  common Aore.. 

At- 
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At  ten  o’clock  in  the  morning  we  left  Verona,  having  hired  what  are  here 
called  Veturine  horfes  for  the  city  of  Trent.  At  twelve  we  pafied  over  the 
rapid  river  Adige  in  a  ferry-boat,  whofe  current  runs  at  the  rate  of  feven 
miles  an  hour*.  The  roads  now  begin  to  be  ftony  and  hilly  :  and  that  beau¬ 
tiful  country  which  has  been  fo  diftinguilhable  in  our  whole  journey  from 
Leghorn,  is  now  putting  on  a  different  afpeft,  though  even  here,  the  vines 
hang  like  fo  many  garlands,  from  tree  to  tree.  We  tailed  fome  excellent 
white  wine  this  day  at  a  little  obfcure  village,  which  was  the  more  extra¬ 
ordinary,  as  good  wines  are  very  fcarce  all  over  Lombardy. 

Chula  pafs.  At  three  in  the  afternoon,  we  got  to  the  remarkable  pafs  of  Cbufa,  where 
the  road  was  fo  very  deep,  narrow,  and  rocky,  that  we  were  obliged  to  get 
out  of  our  carriages,  the  horfes  not  being  able  to  draw  them  over  it.  At 
this  pafs  are  always  kept  fome  foldiers,  whofe  afllftance  in  dragging  along 
the  chaifes,  our  poftilions  were  obliged  to  purchafe  at  the  expence  of  ten 
pauls.  The  charge  of  our  four  horfes,  of  the  feveral  turnpikes,  and  of 
getting  through  this  pafs,  amounted  in  the  whole  to  eleven  fequins •,  five 
and  a  half  of  which  we  depofited  before  we  left  Verona,  and  agreed  to  pay 
the  remainder  on  our  arrival  at  Trent. 

At  half  pall  fix  o’clock,  we  palfed  by  the  boundary  Hone,  which  divides 
the  Venetian  date  from  the  bifhopric  of  Trent.  At  eight  in  the  evening,  we 
reached  Borgetto,  which  is  one  of  the  many  little  towns  feated  on  this  road 
among  the  Alpine  mountains.  Here  we  got  a  clean  room,  and  fome  whole- 
fome  food  were  well  attended,  and  (what  is  dill  more  extraordinary)  our 
bill  was  very  moderate. 

Boroetto,  Borgetto  lies  about  twenty  miles  from  Verona ;  and  through  the  whole 
journev,  a  traveller’s  mind  is  very  differently  amufed  and  agitated.  At  one 
time,  he  is  wonderfully  ftrack,  and  pleafed  with  the  grand  and  romantic 
fcenery  that  is  every  where  about  him.  At  another  time,  he  is  almofl 
chilled  with  horror  at  the  fight  of  huge  precipices  of  naked  rocks  hanging 
perpendicular  over  his  head,  and  feeming  ready  to  fall  upon  him.  To  this 
may  be  added,  the  extreme  narrownefs  of  the  road,  and  the  horrid  Gulpb 
of  fome  hundred  yards  depth,  all  along  on  his  left,  at  the  bottom  of  which 
he  difcovers  the  river  Adige  running  with  great  rapidity,  between  a  double 
range  of  fharp  pointed  rocks.  It  mild  not  be  underftood  however,  that 
fuch  frightful  ideas  as  thefe  attend  the  traveller  during  the  whole  of 
this  diftance;  for  fometimes  the  eye  is  entertained  with  a  view  of  feveral 
ranges  of  mountains,  covered  with  trees  and  pafturage,  which  form  one  of 
the  mod  irregular,  and  at  the  fame  time  one  of  the  mod  pteafing  fcenes  in 
the  world. 

February  10.  We  left  Borgetto  at  feven  o’clock  in  the  morning,  and  having  pafied 
through  Aid  at  eleven,  and  Roverido  at  three  (two  confiderable  poll  towns) 


we 


Ckmfitm  calls  this  river,  “  Velox  Athefis.” 


[  425  ] 

we  got  at  fix  in  the  evening  fafe  to  the  city  of  Trent.  The  feveral  poft 
towns  we  palled  through  between  Verona  and  this  place  were  as  follows. 


is  Chufa  pafs 


c  Valarnia  —  — - 

Poft. 
I  i 

l  Peri  ■—  — 

- . 

I 

Aid  —  —  — 

— 

Roverido  ■ —  — 

_ 

I 

Trent  —  — 

— 

This  city,  though  not  very  large,  is  well  built.  It  is  fituated  in  a  plea-  Tat 
fant  plain,  and  the  river  Adige  runs  by  it,  over  which  is  thrown  a  wooden 
bridge  of  eight  arches.  While  our  carriages  were  fitting  at  Trent  with  an 
additional  pair  of  wheels,  I  took  a  coach  and  vifited  St.  Simon’s  tomb,  who 
lies  buried  in  a  church  dedicated  to  him.  I  faw  the  reputed  faint’s 
corpfe  embalmed,  lying  on  its  back  in  a  glafs  cabinet,  that  is  lodged 
within  the  tomb.  The  room  in  which  the  remains  are  depofited,  is  hung 
with  pictures,  badly  painted,  reprefenting  the  murder  of  the  faint  and  his 
two  fons*. 

In  another  church,  which  we  afterwards  vifited,  we  were  (hewn  a  very 
handfome  altar-piece  of  four  fpiral  marble  pillars ;  the  fquare  they  form  is 
open  at  the  top,  and  within  it  the  altar  is  erefted.  We  were  told,  that  this 
altar-piece  is  done  in  imitation  of  one  in  St.  Peter’s  at  Rome,  which  is  in 
high  eftimation.  We  now  repaired  to  a  third  church,  much  talked  of  in 
thefe  parts  for  the  excellency  of  its  organ.  The  prieft,  at  the  time  we 
entered  the  church,  was  faying  mafs ;  and  yet  by  virtue  of  a  ducat  feafon- 
ably  prefented  to  the-organift,  we  were  highly  entertained  by  fome' mirth¬ 
ful  tunes  which  he  did  not  fcruple  to  play  at  our  requeft.  The  organ,  is 
a  very  good  one,  and  moft  elegantly  ornamented  with  five  well  finifhed, 
gilded,  pilafters,  which  ftand  projefting  out  of  a  handfome  gallery,  the 
front  of  which  is  embellilhed  with  fome  marble  figures  in  Bajfo  Relievo , 
done  by  Vincent  Vincenti.  In  this  church  we  were  (hewn  a  pifture,  rep  re¬ 
lenting  the  magiftrates  of  Trent  fitting  in  council ;  this  pifture  they  highly 

*  This  Simon  (who  is  here  made  a  faint  of)  was,  I  apprehend,  a  fovereign  prince  of  the 
Jews,  and  greatly  diftinguilhed  himfelf  in  freeing  his  country  from  a  foreign  yoke.  He  and 
his  two  fons,  Judas  and  Mattathias,  were  at  laft  barbaroufly  murthered  by  Ptolemy  the  fon  of 
Mubus,  who  having  married  one  of  Simon’s  daughters,  and  being  appointed  governor  of  Jericho 
under  him,  invited  him  to  a  caftle  he  had  built  in  the  neighbourhood,  to  partake  of  an 
entertainment  he  had  there  provided.  Simon  and  his  fons  fufpedting  no  evil  from  fo  near 
a  relation,  accepted  of  the  invitation,  and  went  thither  j.  but  the  perfidious  wretch  hav¬ 
ing  laid  a  defign  for  the  ufurping  of  the  government  of  Judea,  hid  men  in  the  caftle  where 
the  entertainment  was  made,  and  when  his  guefts  had  well  drunk,  he  brought  forth  thefe 
murderers  upon  them,  and  afiaffinated  all  three  as  they  were  fitting  at  the  banquet. 

See  Prideaux’s  Connexion. 

I  i  i  efteem. 
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j~rn.  efteem,  as  they  do  another  by  Paul  Veronefe ,  the  fubjefl  of  which  is,  the 
7-,‘i  faleffed  Virgin  and  her  fon  ’Jefus  attended  by  angels,  who,  on  their  coming 
down  from  Heaven,  fhout  forth  “  Ecce  Agnus  Dei.” 


The  commanding  officer  of  the  troops  in  T rent,  ftarted'  many  difficulties 
to  us  relative  to  our  future  journey  through  Germany  and  carried  them  fa. 
far,  as  to  give  us  great  uneafinefs.  He  even  adviled  our'  returning  back, 
again  to  Leghorn,  and  taking  our  paffage  from  thence  in  fome  fhip  bound 
to  England,  In  fpite  however  of  every  thing  he  alledged  to  the  contrary,, 
■we  refolved  to  purfue  our  plan,  and  agreeable  thereto,  this  evening  about, 
five  o’clock  left  T rent,  in  our  way  to  Infpruck.  Betwixt  thefe  two  cities 
are  the  following  pofts. 


From  Trent  to  St.  Michael  (Welifchmicht) 
St.  Michael  to  Neumark  — 

Neumark  to  Brandfol  — 
Brandfol  to  Bolfang  — 

Bolfang  to  Teutfchen  — 

Teutfchen  to  Caiman  (a  poll  royal) 
Caiman  to  Brixen  (a  city)  — 
Brixen  to  Mitlewald  — 

Mitlewald  to  Stertzingen  — 

Stertzingen  to  Brenner  — 

Brenner  to  Stainach  — 

Stainach  to  Schenberg  — 

Schenberg  to  Infpruck  — . 


Poll.  Hours*.. 

—  1  of  2 

—  r  —  iL 


—  1  —  3 

—  1  —  3 


Total  of  pofts  and  hours  —  13,4.  294 


February  n.  At  Neumark  we  began  to  pay  forty-five  creutzers  for  each  Horfe  (fixty 
make  a  florin)  the  fame  price  was  continued  all'  through  the  Queen  of 
Hungary’s,  dominions.  On  the  other  fide  of  the  city  of'  Trent,  we  took 
notice,  that  both  the  men  and  women’s  dreffes  were  made  in  the  Italian 
fafhion,  but  fince  we  left  Trent,  the  German  mode  has  taken  place.  The 
male  peafants  all.  make  ufe  of  gallowfes  to  keep  up  their  breeches,  and  the- 
females  wear  a  thick  quilted  worfted  cap  upon  their,  heads..  They  are  alfo. 
remarkably  large  and  indelicate.  ■ 


Monday,  We  flept  laft  night  at  Bolfang,  (which  for  a  Tirolefe  town,  is  a  very  good 
e  r.uary  iz.  one^  ancj  morning  fet  out.  again  on  our  way  for  Infpruck.  In  the  road 
between  Brixen  and  Mitlewald,  we.  paffed  by  an  immenfe  quantity  of  pine 
trees,  many  of  which  bfing  felled,  had  impregnated  the  very  air  with  their 
tarry  fmell.  During  this  poft  too,  we  once  more  croffed  the  river  Adige, 
by  a  large  bridge.  Between  Stertzingen  and  Brenner,  we  paffed  by  the 
.  higheft  of  all  the  Alpine  mountains  we  had  yet  feert  in  our  whole  journey  1 
•  and 
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■*  and  at  the  foot  of  jt,  we  loft  fight  of  the  river  Adige,  which  rifes  in  fome  1759- 
other  mountains,  to  the  weftward  of  our  prefent  road.  ' — v— - 


We  reached  Infpruck  about  four  o’clock  in  the  morning ;  where  we  had  the  February  13. 
pleafure  to  reft  ourfelves  in  a  bed,  for  the  firft  time  fince  our  leaving  Trent. 

Infpruck  is  the  capital  city  of  Tirol,  and  received  its  name  from  the  river 
Inn,  which  runs  near  it.  It  has  a  noble  caftle  or  palace,  formerly  the  ItrspRucit. 
place  of  refidence  of  the  dukes  of  the  houfe  of  Aujiria,  and  a  (lately  eathedral 
where  they  were  buried.  The  houfes,  though  built  in  the  German  tafte, 
are  rather  handfome,  and  the  ftreets  though  narrow,  are  remarkably  well 
paved.  For  the  defence  of  this  city,  the  inhabitants  can  place  but  little 
confidence  in  the  ftrength  of  its  fortifications,  which  are  very  trifling ;  they 
feem  rather  to  depend  on  the  natural  face  and  faftneffes  of  the  country,  which 
indeed  form  a  barrier  fo  perfectly  inacceffible  to  any  enemy,  that  even  the 
great  Gufiavus  Adolphus ,  after  having  over-run  with  his  victorious  arms  the 
other  parts  of  Germany ,  could  never  make  any  impreffion  upon  this  part 
.of  the ‘empire. 

We  had  fcarcely  alighted  out  of  our  chaifes  here,  before  we  were  vifited 
by  the  governor  of  two  young  German  noblemen,  who  propofed  to  us  an 
exchange  of  carriages  ;  and  the  reafon  he  gave  for  it,  was,  that  their  own 
were  not  lo  well  fitted  for  the  Italian  roads,  as  were  ours :  we  defired  how¬ 
ever  to  be  excufed  from  clofing  with  this  gentleman’s  propofal. 


At  half  paft  nine,  we  left  Infpruck  for  Augfburgh,  between  which  two  cities 
:are  the  following  polls. 

Pod.  Hours. 


From  Infpruck  to  Dorftenhach 
Dorjlenbach  to  Payervis 
Payer  vis  to  Nazareth 
Nazareth  to  Heidervang 
Heidervang  to  Fuejfen 
Fuejfen  to  Saumejter 
Saumefter  to  Bruch 
Bruch  to  Dtjfen 
Dijfen  to  Hvrlac  — 
Hurlac  to  Augfburgh 


x  of  24 


1  “  3 

1  —  4 

1  —  3 
1  —  5 
1  — 

1  —  4 

*  —  3t 

1  —  2 

2  —  4 


Total  of  poll  and  hours  ■  —  11  34 


*  So  pleas’d  at  firft  tbe  towring  Alps  we  try. 

Mount  o’er  the  vales,  and  feem  to  touch  the  fltyj 
The  eternal  fnows  appear  already  .paft, 

And  the  firft  clouds  and  mountains  feem  the  Iaft : 

But  tbofe  attain’d,  we  tremble  to  furvey 
The  growing  labours  of  the  lengthen’d  way  ; 

Th’  increafmg  profpefl  tires  our  wand’ring  eyes. 

Hills  peep  o’er  hills,  and  Alps  on  Alps  able,  -  Pope’s  Effay  on  Criaeifm. 

Iiia  Between 
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-*7!>9-  Between  Infpruik  and  Lorfienbach,  we  found  the  road  tolerably-  good* 
«— y — >  although,  the  adjacent  Alp  were  covered  with  fnow,  and  the  path  in  moil 
places  full  of  ice.  We  had  fortunately  taken  care  to  have  our  horfes 
fhoes  well  turned  up  and.  frofted,  which  prevented  their  flipping,  and  made 
us  pafs  over  this  otherwise  troublefome  road  with  little  interruption.  We 
Dorsten-  had  no  great  reafon  to  find  fault  with  the  roads  between  DarfienlacJ}  and 
bach.  Payervis  ;  in  both  which  places  we  obferved,  that  the  women  wore  the 
■fame  frightful  quilted'  cap,  before  noticed.  Their  petticoats  were  long 
before,  but  cut  remarkably, fliort  behind. Their  Blockings  are  very  thickly 
quilted,  which  occafions  the  fmall  part  of  their  legs  to  appear  monftroufly 
large  and  clumfy.  Thefe  ltockings  reach  no  farther  up  than-  the  calf  of  the 
•  leg ;  fo  that  whenever  the  women  have  occafion  to  (loop  forward,  the  naked 
thigh  is  almoft  entirely  expofed  to  the  view  of  any  perfon  who  happens  to 
ftand  behind  them.  We  were,  obliged  to,  wait  at  the  obfc tire  village  of 
Payervis ,  full  two  hours,  for  a  relief  of  horfes;  and  arrived  at  Nazareth 
Nazareth,  village  at  eight  o’clock  in  th.e  evening, 

For  the  little  time  we  flayed,  we  were  agreeably  entertained  with  zPirohfe 
dance,  by  the  young  people  of  the  place.  At  the1  opera  at  Venice  we  had 
a  fpecimen  of  this  country  mariner  of  dancing,  whofe  greateft  peculiarity 
feems  to  conlift  in  the  noiie.  made  iupon  the  .floor  with  their  wooden  ftpes. 
The  figure  is  not  much  unlike  that  of  our  country  dances  in  England.  We 
mighc  have  had  lodgings  at  the  poft-houfe  in  .Nazareth,  but  chofe  to  fet  out 
for  Heidervang ;  where  we  arrived  at  three  o’clock  in  the  morning.  We 
here'  found,  that  we  were  now  gotten  out  of  the  Tirolefe ,  and  had  entered 
Swabia.  During  this  laft  poft,  our  paffport  was  twice  examined,  (at  Eren- 
berg  and  Cr tuber g)  two  very  narrow  paffages  between  the  mountains.  We 
found  it  neceffary  to  give  the  corporal  or  ferjeant  who  was  on  guard,  a 
little  money  to  buy  liquor  for  him  and.  his  party:  and  indeed  we  were 
obliged  to  do  the  fame  at  all  places  we  pafled.  through  in  the.  night,  other- 
wife  the  opening  of  the  gates  would  have  been. attended  .with  great  lofs  of 
time,  and  other  difagreeable  circumftances. 

Heidervang  is- a  large  village,  and  can  accommodate  a- traveller  with  a 
good  bed.  The  road  from  this  place  to  Fuejfen,  is  a  very  good  one,  where 
we  arrived  about  eight  d’-clock  tn-  the  morning,,  having  firft  croffed  over  the 
Fvesjen.  river  Lech,  which  is  here-not  very  broad,  :  Fiteffen  is  a  large  town  ;  we  ftaid 
till  nine  at  the  po'ft-office,  and  having  refrefhed  ourfelves,  fet  off  for  Sau- 
Sauhjster.  mejter ,  where  we  arrived  at  three  quarters  paft  eleven,  over  a  very  bad  road. 
This  village  is  an  infignificarit  one,  and  affords  but  indifferent  accommoda¬ 
tions.  The  women  here,  ar.d  for  Several  pofls  back,  wear  a  long  broad 
belt  round  their  waifts,  with  .a  ftrap  fulpended  from  it,  which  reaches 
almoft  down  to  the  ground,  and  to  this  they  tye  their  keys,  knives,  fciffars, 
&c.  The  quilted,  woollen  cap,  which  has  hitherto  given  us  fo  much  dif- 
tafte,  begins  now  to  be  no  longer  in  faftiion  ;  but  a  double  one  made  of 
:  ■  .  linen 
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linen  has  taken-  place,  whofe  fhape  is  fo  very  extraordinary,  that  it  is-  difficult  1759. 
to  fay  which  of  theie  two  head  drefies  is  moil  unbecoming.  1 — -y — * 

We  did  not  get  to  Bruch  till  four  in  the  afternoon,,  the  greateff  part  of  brdch^ 
the  road  being  very  bad,  and  extending  itfelf  through  woods  of  pine  trees. 

After  waiting  there  an  hour  and  quarter  for  freffi  norfes,  we  fet  out  for 
Differ!,  where  we  arrived  at  nine  o’clock  in  the  evening;  and  as  the  roads  Dissen. 
■were  too  bad  for  travelling  any  farther  in  the  night,  we  put  up  at  the 
poft-houfe,  and  were  accommodated  with  iome  excellent  veal-foup,  and 
tolerable  good  beds. 

The  road  from  Dijfen  to.  Hurlac,  which  was  our  firft  ftage  this  morning,  February  ij> 
is  not  bad ;  It  lies  partly  over  a  plain  or  down,  and  partly  through  woods. 

We  took  frefli  horfes  a tHurlac,  and  about  four  o’clock  in  the  afternoon,  got  Hurlac. 
fafe  to  Augjburgk. 

Augjburgh  is  a  very  large  and  handfome  city,  the  metropolis  of  Swabia,  Aug3'" 
and  fituated  on  that  branch  of  the  river  Lech,  which  is  called  JVertach.  BUROH‘ 

It  is  a  biffiopric  under  the  archbifhop  of  Mentz ,  and  was  made  a  free 
imperial  city  in  the  -ninth  century.  It  has  more  than  once  felt  the- 
fevere  effects  of  war;  but,  like  what  is  reported  of  the  Phcenix,  has  as 
often  rifen  fairer  out  of.  its  allies.  The  ftreets  in  general  are  wide  and' 
fpacious,  and  one  in  particular  is  the  broaddt  and  bdl  paved  ftreet  I  ever 
law.  The  houfes  are  built  in-  th z  German  fafhion';  their  fronts  are  fo 
narrow,  that  they  all  appear  like  the  gabel  ends  of  buildings,  and  have 
fuch  deep  roofs,  that  two,  three,  four,  and  fometiroes  five  ftories  of  dor¬ 
mant  windows  are  contained  in  them.  The  fronts  of  every  houfe  in  the- 
city  belonging  to  people  of  falhion,  are  painted.  A  great  number  of 
artificers  are  employed  here,  whofe  curious  .workmanfhip  in  plate,  ivory 
cabinets,  watches,  &V.  is  every  where  admired.  An  univerfal  liberty 
of  confcience  Is  allowed  and  the  Proteftants  and  Papifts  have  an  equal 
ffiare  in  the  government  of  the  city.  It  is  famous,  alfo  for  the  Con- 
■fejfioh  of  faith  drawn  up  by  Melanchton  and  other  Lutherans  and  preiented 
to  the  emperor  Charles  V.  at  a  diet  of  the  empire,  hence  called  the  Augfburgh 
confeffion ;  and  for  the  Confederate  '-Treaty  againft  the  growing  power  of  France 
in  1683.. 

Our  firft  ftep  after  our  arrival,  was  to  wait  upon  Mynheer ■  Libert,  a  Dutch > 
merchant  refiding  here,  to  whom  our  letters  of  credit  were  addreffed.  We 
afterwards,  paid  our  refpefts  to  Mynheer  Aman,  another  Dutch  gentleman, 
to  whofe  favours  Mr.  Udney  of  Venice,  had  been  fo.  obliging  as  to  recom¬ 
mend  us.  From  both  thefe  gentlemen,  we  had  the  fatisfaftion  to  be 
afftired,  that  we  had  nothing  disagreeable  to  apprehend  from  the  French • 
forces  quartered  at  Franckfort- as  the  prince  de  Soubifi ,  upon  being  applied; 
to  by  a  friend  of  his  at  Nuremberg  to  grant  a  pafiport  for  Mr .Doidge  and' 
his  parcy,  had  written 'word,  (though  his  anfwer  unfortunately  did  not  arrive 
till  after  Mr,  Doidge  had  left, the  place)  that  it  was  quite  unneceflary,  feeing 
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'l759-  ;they  were  iufEciently  protected  from  every  infult  by  that  which  had  already 

_ t — i  been  given  them  by  the  Imperial  embafiador  at  Venice.  We  have  often 

in  our  prefent  journey  experienced  the  good  effefts  of  the  unparalleled 
fuccefs  attending  the  Britijh  arms  this  year  in  all  parts  of  the  world,  having 
upon  that  account,  been  .treated  with  .the  greateft  deference  and  refpeft  in 
the  l'everal  countries  through  which  we  had  .paired.  , 


Between  Augfburgh  and  Franckfort  on  the  Maine ,  are  the  following  polls. 


From  Augfburgh  to  Mittingen  — 

Mittingen  to  Donawert  — , 

Donawert  to  Vendete  — 

Vendete  to  Heyding  — 

Heading  to  Dinkefpukel  — 

Dinkefpukel  to  Kreiljheim  — 

Kreiljfheim  to  Blaufelden  —  - 

Blaufelden  to  Mergantheim 
Mergantbeim  to  Butt  alien 
BickhaHen  to  Huntein  — 

Huntein  to  Miltenbourg  — 

Miltenbourg  to  Offenbourg  — 

Offenbourg  to  Afchaffenbourg 
Afchaffenbourg  to  Detlingen 
Dettingen  to  Hanau  — 

Hanau  to  Franckfort  on  the  Maine 


Poll.  Hours. 


- -  5t 

ii  —  3 


"Total  of  polls  and  hours  —  19  55 

February  j 6.  We  lef t  Augfburgh  a  little  before  eight  this  morning,  and  did  not  get  to 
Mittingen  till  eleven,  having  had  a  deep  and  heavy  road  to  pals  over.  The 
lands  hereabouts  are  only  in  part  cultivated,  vaft  forefts  extending  them- 
felves  on  every  fide,  more  particularly  to  the  eaftward.  Indeed  we  have 
had  forefts  in  our  view,  with  very  little  interruption,  ever  frnce  we  left 
the  Alps. 

Donawert.  We  reached  Donawert  *  at  half  pall  three  in  the  afternoon,  and  lhould 
have  taken  frelh  horfes  for  Nordlingen ,  and  from  thence  to  Dinkefpukel  (which 
was  our  proper  road)  but  our  Swi/j  fervant  contenting  himfelf  with  barely 
telling  the  poft-mafter,  that  we  were  going  to  Franckfort ,  orders  were  given 
by  him  to  the  poftilions  to  drive  us  to  Vendete,  which  blunder  was  followed 
by  great  lofs  of  time,  and  the  unneceflfary  expence  of  a  poll  extraordinary. 

*.  A  fortified  town,  and  famous  for  two  viftories  gained  in  its  neighbourhood  by  the  great 
duke  of  Marlborcugb.  The  firft,  was  over  the  duke  of  Bavaria,  who  was  intrenched  at  Scbel- 
itnbtrg  with  fixteen  thoufand  Punch  and  Bavarians .  The  fecond  was  at  Blenheim,  where  a 
Trench  army  of  fixty  thoufand  men,  under  Marjhal  Tallard,  was  almoft  entirely  defiroyed. 

'  The 
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The  journey  from  Donawcrt  to  Vendete,  took  us  up  fire  hours  and  half1.'  *759' 
The  firft  part  of  the  road  was  hard  and  ftony,  the  latter  was  deep,  heavy,  1 — v*— 
and’ floughy,  fo  that  we  did  not  get  to  our  inn-  till  twelve  o’clock  at  Venditb- 
night. 

Between  feven  and  eight  this  morning,  we  fet  off  for  Heyding,  and  reached  Febraar>'  !7- 
it  about  ten.  This  is  a  large  garrifon  town,  and  in  coming  to  it,  we  palled  Hetdino-  . 
over-  a  river,  which  empties  itlelf  into  the  Danube.  Without  flopping  long 
at  Heyding,  we  drove  on  for  DinkefpukeV,  and  arrived' there  in  about  four'  Dinkes- 
hours.  This  is  a  confiderable  large  town,  and  has  a  garrifon  conftantly 
kept  in  it. 

The  men  of  the  Tower  dais  here,  and  'in  many  other  towns  of  Germany, 
wear  a  coat  made  of  a  coarfe  green  frieze  cloth  ;  while  thofe  of  the  better 
fort,  matte  ufe  of  a  fuperfine  one  of  the  fame  colour,  and  line  it  with-  furs. 

The  firft  imitate  the  Dutch  in  the  cut  of  their  clothes,  the  laft  the  French. 

On  the  feveraT  roads  in  Germany  you  are  Aire-  to  find  the  image  of  a  cruci¬ 
fied  Saviour  nailed  to  a  crofs,  accompanied  by  the  two  thieves,  cut  oue 
in  wood  as  large  as  life-,  in  the  fame  manner  as  you  meet  with  a  Virgin  Mary 
in  Italy,  ftuck  up  in  a  cafe  with  the  infant  Jefus  in  her  arms. 

We  left  Dinkefpukel  at  a  quarter  after  three  in  the  afternoon;  and  gorto  k*Eil- 
Krsiljhem  in  four  hours.  This  is  a  large  town,  and  has  two  walls  round  sheiw.- 
it.  We  flept  at  the  poft-office,.  but  met  with  very  indifferent  accommo* 
dations. 

.  At  half  paft  feven  this  morning,  we  left  Kreiljhem,  in'  ouf  way  for  February 
Bhufelden,  which  we  reached  at  one  o’clock  in  the  afternoon.  The  firft  Blaueel- 
part  of  the  road  was  good,  the  laft  fcarcely  palfable.  The  poft-mafter  here  D£K- 
was-  a  very  entertaining  man,  and  gave  us  fome  excellent  Vine-rotii.  Be¬ 
tween  feven  and  eight  in  the  evening,  we  got  to  Mergantheim.  Our  being  Mergan- 
fo  long  in  travelling  this  poft,  was  owing  to  a  great  deal  of  fnow  having  THE,M< 
fallen  laft  night,  and  to-day :  ! Mergantheim  is  a  fortified  town,  and  has  always 
a  good  garrifon..  The  country  round  it  is  in  general  cultivated,,  but  in- a 
very  flovenly  manner. 

We  left  our  beds  atone  o’clock  this  morning,  and  fet  off  for  Btikhajlen,  Monday, 
wherewe  did  not  arrive  till  after  fix:  the  fpringofmy  carriage  unfortunately  February  19., 
broke,,  by  which  accident  more  than  are  hour  was  loft  before  it  could  be  y^KHAS‘ 
properly  fecured  with  cords.  As  foon  as  we  had  changed  our  horfes  at  Bick- 
hafien,  we  went  on  for  Hunt ein,  and  reached  it  about  a- quarter  after  nine  Huntein.- 
o’clock.  The  road  we  travelled  over,  was  compofed  of  ftone  and  fatid,  arid 
in  many  places  fo  rugged,  as  to  be  very  trying  to  our  carnages.  During 
this  poft,  we  faw- two  or  three  flocks  of  fheep,  a  fight- altogether- new  to  us 
fince  we  paffed.  the  Alps.  In  our  whole  journey  hitherto  through  Germany, 
we  have  not  been  able  t©  procure  the  leaft  morfel  of  mutton  at  any- of  the- 

public 
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public  houfes,  veal  being  the  only  butcher’s  meat  we  have  been  ferved 
with.  Forefts  are  ftill  about  us,  whofe  timber  chiefly  confifts  of  oak  and 
fir.  The  fides  of  the  hills  in  this  country  are  formed  into  regular  flairs,  ,and 
neatly  difpoted  into  vineyards,  w,hich  is-  a  piece  of  -hufbandry  we  have  not 
before  feen,  fince  we  left  Italy. 

The  drefs  of  the  women’s  heads  hereabouts,  differs  from  that  of  the  Italians 
and  Tirolefe.  Their  caps  are  of  another  make,  and  they  keep  their  mouths 
muffled  in  the  fame  manner,  as  the  Armenian  women  do  in  Afia.  The 
iaft  adopt  this  cuftom  through  modefty,  but  probably  the  re'afon  for  the 
German  females  doing  it  at  this  time,  is  to  defend  their  lips  from  the  feverity 
of  the  weather.  The  feveral  apartments  of  the  houfes  in  Germany,  are  all 
made  warm  by  clofe  ftoves.  The  fire  is  never  feen  in  the  rooms,  neither 
have  they  any  chimnies  in  them,  but  this  occalions  the  air  to  be  difagree- 
.able  and  unwholefome. 

We  got  to  Millenbourg  from  Huntein  a  little  after  one  o’clock  !h  the  after¬ 
noon  ;  from  whence  we  let  out  for  Offenbourg,  and  arrived  there  at  a  quarter 
after  two.  Offenbourg  is  feated  on  the  fouth  fide  of  the  river  Maine,  a  large, 
but  old  fafhioned,  ill-built  town.  The  houfes,  lijje  thofe  of  the  other  places 
I  have  feen  in  Germany,  have  too  great  a  quantity  of  timber  in  them  •,  fo  much, 
that  fbould  afire  at  any  time  take  place  amongft  them,  the  confequences  muft 
-be  dreadful !  The  co'untry-houfes  belonging  to  the  nobility  and  gentry  « 
the  neighbourhood,  are  large,  and  heavily  built ;  they  have  generally  domes, 
and  four  towers  around  them. 

At  half  after-three  o’clock  in  the  afternoon,  we  left  Offenbourg,  and  con¬ 
tinued  to  travel  on  the  left,  or  fouth  fide  of  the  Maine ,  whole  banks  are  here 
neatly  cultivated,  and  formed  into  the  fame  kind  of  vineyards,  before 
noticed,  with  flights  of  fteps,  all  faced  with  ftone,  and  therefore  in  the 
fummer  feafon,  muft  afford  a  very  plealing  view  from  the  river.  On 
the  lands  adjacent,  many  flocks  of  fheep  are  now  feeding,  and  various  iorts 
of  wild-fowl  fwimming  the  ftream. 

At  half  paft-  five  w£  reached  Afcbafenbourg,  a  well -fortified  town 
belonging  to  the  eleftor  of  Maytnce  or  Mentz, ’who  has  a  fpacious,  but  in- 
eleganc  palace  here.  The  place  ftands  partly  on  a  hill,  and  partly  in  a 
bottom,  and  has  a  good  ftone  bridge  of  twelve  arches  built  over  the 
Maine.  Fifteen  hundred  French  troops  were  in  garrifon,  at_  the  time  of  our 
arrival.  We  fell  into  converfation  at  the  poll-office  with  an  obliging,  fenfi- 
b\e.  Able  of  chat  nation,  who  advifed  us  not  to  entertain  a  thought  of  going 
farther  than  Dettingen  forihe  night,  as  he  was  very,  confident  that  the  gates 
of  Hanau  would  not  be  opened  for  us.  until  the  morning.  We  1  <dt  Afchaf- 
fenbourg  at  fix  in  the  evening,  and  at  eight  reached  the  village  of  Det¬ 
tingen. 
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This  once  obfcure  village  wars  made  famous  by  the  vi&ory  gained  here  in  1759. 
the  year  1743,  by  King  George  the  fecond  over  the  French  army  commanded  *—-*¥—■* 
by  Marfhal  Ncailles.  The  fellow,  at  whofe  wretched  cottage  we  lay,  feemed 
very  fond  of  relating  the  feveral  particulars  of  this  engagement,  and  was 
efpecially  folicitous  to  Ihew  us  a  hole  in  one  of  the  beams  of  his  houfe, 
which,  he  faid,  was  made  by  a  ball  from  the  Britijh  artillery.  He  dwelt 
particularly,  and  with  an  apparent  pleafure,  on  the  fpirited  attack  of  the 
Englijh ,  and  the  confufion  of  the  French,  when  they  made  their  precipitate 
retreat  over  the  Maine.  My  fellow-traveller  Mr.  Fottingham,  and  I,  were 
obliged  to  put  up  with  one  bed  in  this  miferable  hovel;  we  lay  with  our 
clothes  on,  and  our  lervants  flept  in  the  fame  room  on  ftraw.  Thefe  were 
the  beft  accommodations  we  could  procure  from  our  Dettingen  holt  ;  and 
yet,  the  money  we  paid  the  next  morning  „(to  the  value  of  three  fhillings) 
did  not  fatisfy,  the  wotpan  of  the  houfe  telling  us,  that  as  we  were  Eng- 
lijhmen,  we  ought  to  have  depolited  a  fequin  at  leall  (near  ten  fhillings) ; 
and  Ihe  infilled  that  her  bed  was  the  beft  in  the  whole  village,  and  that  a 
"  great  man,  a  German  Baron ,  having  lately  flept  in  it,  pronounced  it  to  be  a 
very  good  one. 

At  fix  o’clock  this  morning,  we  left  the  village  of  Dettingen,  and  at  half  February  20. 
paft  feven  reached  Hanau,  which  is  a  well-fortified  city,  having  a  double 
wall,  and  two  wet  ditches.  The  French  are  at  prefent  in  pofTefiion  of  it, 
and  maintain  a  large  garrifon  here.  The  ftreets  are  broad  and  well-paved, 
and  the  houfes  large  and  handfome.  The  country  around  is  weil  cultivated, 
and  the  town  is  fupplied  with  water  from  the  Maine  by  artificial  canals. 

On  our  entring  the  inner  gate,  we  were  conducted  by  the  ferjeant  'ftationed 
there,  to  the  French  captain  who  commanded  the  main-guard.  He  looked 
at  our  pafsports,  and  civilly  difmified  us.  . 

The  women  in  general  here  wear  a  quilted  linnen  cap,  which  coming  a 
long  way  down  the  fides  of  the  face,  even  below  the  chin,  is  then  turned 
back,  and  pinned  over  the  fhoulders.  They  make  ufe  of  a  long  cloak  alfo, 
made  of  quilted  linnen.  The  women  of  better  fafhion  appeared  to  drefe  in 
the  Englijh  and  French  manner.  .  ‘ 

At  half  paft  ten  o’clock,  we  arrived  at  Franckfort ;  a  free,  imperial  city,  Franck- 
very  large  and  populous  f  and  the  place  where  the  Emperors  of  Germany  were  fort. 
formerly  always  eledled.  It  is  well-fortified  with  a  double  ditch,  baftions, 
redoubts,  and  ravelins.  The  ftreets  are  remarkably  wide,  and  the  houfes 
handfomely  built.  By  means  of  the  navigable  rive?  which  runs  through  it, 
this  city  has  great  conveniency  for  carrying  on  an  extenfive  trade  with  the 
oth£r  parts  of  Germany ,  and  the  two  fairs  held  here  annually  are  very  con- 
fiderable.  The  fuburbs  are  called  Saxenbaufen,  and  are  joined  to  the  city 
by  a  ftone-bridge,  built  over  the  Maine.  Our  firft  intention  was  to  have 
proceeded  immediately  .  on,  without  making  any  ftay  at  Franckfort ; 
but  Mr.  Hope,  who  keeps  a  houfe  of  public  entertainment  there,  per- 
K  k  k  fuaded 
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1 759.  fuaded  us  to  put  off  our  going  till  the  next  day,  beeaufe  it  would  take  up 

V— . — fome  time  to  provide  a  proper  boat,  and  to  lay  in  fuch  provifions  as  wouM 
be  neceffary  in  our  paffage  down. the  Rhine.  We  begged  alfo  the  favour" of 
Mr.  Hope  to  make  an  agreement  for  a  boat,  as  the  lum  demanded  of  us, 
130  florins,  appeared  to  bb  very  extravagant,  for  carrying  us  only  as  far  as 
Cologne.  Mr.  Hope  informed  us,  that  although  15  ducats  had  been  the.cuf- 
tomary  price,  yet  confidering  the  great  change  which  had  lately  happened 
in  the  country  by  means  of  the  French  army,  and  the  extraordinary  expence 
which  the  boatmen  were  now  at  for  horfes  to  draw  their  boats  back,  he 
did  not  think  we  Ihould  be  much  impofed  upon,  if  we  could  fettle  it  at  1  S 
or  19  ducats.  We  had  no  objection  to  his  fixing  the  matter  on  this  foot¬ 
ing,  but  defired  him,  that  he  would  take  particular  care  in  making  the 
*greement,  _that  the  boatmen  fhould  not  be  allowed  to  encumber  the  boat 
with  any  kind  of  merchandife  or  goods.  This,  upon  Mr.  Hope’s,  propofing  it 
to  them,  they  readily  agreed  to,  and  the  terms  were  committed  to  writing. 

February  21.  yy  little  after  eight  o’clock  in  the  morning,  we  embarked,  and  to  our 
great  furprize  found  the  belt  of  the  three. cabbins  or  rooms  as  they  are 
called,  filled  with  merchants  goods,  The  boatman,  without  paying  any 
regard  to  our  remonftrances  for  the  great  injuftice  he  had  done  us,  very 
unconcernedly  put  off  from  the  ihore,  and  upon  our  giving  him  orders  to 
land  us  again,  he  refufed  to  do  it,  and  kept  failing  down  the  river.  We 
hailed  fome  French  officers,  who  were  along-fide  of  us  in  another  boat,  tel¬ 
ling  them  how  we  had  been  treated,  and  defiring  their  advice  and  affiftance 
in  the  affair,  who  replied,  that  they  themfelves  were  under  much  the  fame 
circumftances,  but  that  at  Mentz,  or  Cologne ,  juftice  would  certainly  be 


Mayencb  or  At  half  paft  three  in  the  afternoon,  we  left  the  river  Maine ,  and  entered 
Msntz.  the  Rhine ,  and  by  four,  got  to  the  city  of  Mentz,  an  archbifhop’s  fee, 
and  the  firft  of  the  electoral  college.  Its  fortifications  towards  the  river  are 
inconfiderable,  but  we  were  told,  that  towards  the  land  they  are  remark¬ 
ably,  ftrong.  It  is  a  very  large  populous  place,  built  much  in  the  fame 
*  tafte  as  Franckfort  and  other  German  cities,  and  would  have  been  efteemed 

handfome  in  England ,  an  hundred  and  fifty  years  ago.  The  ftreets  are  nar¬ 
row  but  well  paved,  and  are  all  fupplied  with  water  from  the  river  by 
means  of  artificial  canals,  which  prevent  any  offenfive  fmells  arifing  from 
the  common  fewers. — A  bridge  of  boats  reaches  from  this  city  to  the  oppo- 
fite  fhore  of  the  Rhine. 

In  the  way  to  our  inn,  from  the  river’s  fide,  we  ftept  into  two  of  the 
principal  churches  ;  they:  Hand  clofe  to  each  other,  are  both  built  in  the 
Gothic  tafte,  and  contain  fome  altar-pieces  and  tombs  which  are  well 
worth  feeing.  In  the  cathedral,  we  were  fhewn  the  monuments  of  many 
of  the  archbilhops  of  Mentz ,  who  were  alfo  eleftors  of  the  empire.  Over 
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their  tombs  are  feveral  of  their  ftatues  cut  out  in  marble,  with  the  coats  of  1759- 
arms  belonging  to  their  refpeftive  families.  In  this  cathedral  the  bones  of  u  '*~i 
St.  Alexander  *,  and  two  of  his  fellow-fufferers  in  martyrdom,  lie  depofited 
in  three  feveral  calkets,  which  are  always  ihewn  to  the  ftrangers  who  vifit 
it.  They  are  kept  in  the  middle  of  a  lquare  open  Mauf oleum,  within  the 
choir,  which  is  ornamented  with  handfome  marble  pillars  at  its  four  angles, 
and  a  beautiful  carved  foliage  is  carried  from  the  architrave  of  one  pillar 
to  that  of  another.  Here  is  alfo  a  well-toned,  handfome  organ,  with  a 
canopy  of  gold  and  lilver  tiffue,  in  which  the  miracle  of  our  Saviour’s 
railing  Lazarus  from  the  dead,  is  curioufly  worked.  The  pulpit  too  is  ele¬ 
gantly  finilhed,  being  let  off  with  pillars  and  pilafters  made  of  alabafter, 
on  whole  bafes  are  fome  good  Bajfo  and  Alto  Relievos.  We  did  not  fee 
either  the  archbifhop’s  palace,  or  the  arfenal,  becaufe  the  perfon  whofe  bu- 
finels  was  to  Ihew  them,  could  not  be  found. 

Mentz  Hands  on  the  left  hand,  as  you  go  down  the  Rhine,  near  the  February  22." 
junction  of  that  river  with  the  Maine.  Here  our  boatman  difembarked  the 
merchandife  which  had  fo  juftly  given  us  offence.  He  would  have  left  the 
city  early  in  the  morning,  as  foon  at  leaff  as  the  gates  had  been  opened, 
but  was  prevented  by  a  very  thick  fog,  which  did  not  difperfe  till  one  o’clock 
in  the  afternoon,  when  we  got  on  board  again,  but  got  no  farther  than 
Bingen  that  evening,  our  watermen  refuting  to  proceed  but  by  day-light. 

Bingen  is  a  conliderable  town,  fituate  at  the  mouth  of  the  river  Nahe , 
which  here  empties  itfelf  into  the  Rhine.  It  is  diftant  about  16  Englijh 
miles  from  Mentz. 

We  left  Bingen  this  morning,  and  had  a  thick,  fmall  rain  for  the  whole  February  23. 
day.  I  mention  this,  becaufe  it  is  the  firft  rain  we  have  met  with,  fmce  our 
leaving  the  Lazaretto  at  Leghorn.  We  were  almoft  continually  paffing  by 
towns  and  villages  on  both  Itdes  of  the  river.  Vineyards  alfo  are  all  around 
us  on  the  hills,  and  bear  the  appearance  of  hanging  gardens  even  at  this 
feafon  of  the  year;  they  form  a  molt  romantic  and  delightful  profpedh 
This  day  we  failed  by  the  famous  ifland  of  rats,  where  Hatto ,  the  wicked 
archbilhop  of  Mentz ,  is  faid  to  have  been  devoured  alive  by  thofe 
animals. 

At  fix  o’clock  in  the  evening,  we  reached  a  fmall  town,  .called  Loenjlein, 
from  the  river  Loen  which  here  falls  into  the  Rhine ,  and  continued  there  for 
the  night. 

1  *  I  apprehend  that  the  Si.  Alexander  here  mentioned,  was  Alexander  ihi firjt.  Toft  if  Rema ; 
who  ordered  holy  water  in  its  benedidtion  to  be  mingled  with  fait,  and  fpnnkled  in  private 
houfes,  “  Ad  da  mono.  morloj\ue  fugandos,"  to  drive  away  devils  and  difeafes  ;  and  water  ro  be 
mingled  with  the  wine,  as  a  token  of  Chrift’s  union  with  his  church. — He  was  martyred  in 
Adrian’s  time.  See -Abridgment  of  Moreri’s  Dictionary,  publifhed  in  1703. 
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ij$g.  At  feven  this  morning  we  put  off  our  boats  from  Lmjlein,-  the  weather 
e_ ~y~-i  very  foggy,  and  at  half  after  two  got  to  Coblentz.  This  city  is  very  large- 

February  24.  and  populous,  and  the  metropolis  of  the  eleftorate  and  archbifhopric  of 
Coblentz.  <£reoes.  It  is  pleafantly  fituated  on  a  point  of  land,  which  is  formed  by 
the  meeting  of  the  MoJ 'die  and  Rhine.  Over  the  firft  of  thefe  rivers,  is  a 
large  ftone  bridge  of  twelve  arches,  built  for  the  convenience  of  the  inha¬ 
bitants  of  Coblentz,  and  the  adjacent  places.  A  ferry  machine  is  conftantly 
going  from  the  city  to  the  other  fide  of  the  Rhine,  where  is  a  little  town,. 
.  and  a  very  ftrong  caftle  built  on  an  eminence,  ftiled  “  The  rock  of  ho¬ 
nour  5”  in  the  German  language,  Ehrenlrhjlein.  The  ferry-machine  is  built 
on  two  boats  in  the  form  of  a  large  fquare  gallery,  encompaffed  with  bal- 
luftrades,  and  carries  a  tall  flag-ftaff,  on  which  are  difplayed  the  arms  of 
the  electorate  of  ’Treves.  This  machine  is  put  in  motion,  by  the  ferryman’s- 
pulling  a  rope,  which  is  fixed  to  a  ftandard  on  each  fide  of  the  river. 
The  caftle  appears  to  be  almoft  inacceffible  to  an  enemy,,  and  entirely  com¬ 
mands  the  city  of  Coblentz.  The  archbifhop’s  palace  ftands  at  the  foot  of 
the  fame  rock  on  which  the  caftle  is  built,  and  the  arfenal  at  a  little  dis¬ 
tance  from  the  palace. 

Andernach.  At  three  quarters  after  eleven  at  night,  we  got  to  Andernach-,  which  is  a 
fortified  town,  fituate  on  the  weftern  fide  of  the  Rhine,  and  at  the  entrance 
of  a  fine  open  country,  the  mountains  which  hitherto  had  reached  quite 
down  to  the  river,  ending  juft  before  we  arrived  at  this  place.  Here  our 
boatman  paid  a  toll,  as  indeed  he  had  done  before  at  many  other  places  in 
our  paffage  down  the  river. 

February  25.  At  eight  o’clock  this  morning  we  got  to  Bon,  after  having  lain  by,  and 
Bon.  ftept  all  night  in  our  boat.  The  city  of  Bon  is  the  ufual  refidence  of  the 
Eleftor  of  Cologne,  whofe  caftle  and  gardens  are  very  curious.  The  fortifi¬ 
cations  of  the  city  at  this  time  are  very  confiderable,-  and  .in  the  year  1703 
this  place  coft  the  Duke  of  Marlborough  twenty  days  open  trenches  before 
he  took  it. 

Colognb,  At  half  paffc- one  o’clock,  we  arrived  at  Cologne,  a  rich  and  populous  city, 
and  faid  to  be  the  largeft  in  Germany.  It  is  built  in  the  form  of  a  crefcent, 
and  by  fome  called  the  Holy  City  from  the  great  number  of  churches  in  it, 
which  amount  to  fome  hundreds ;  among  them  you  are  Ihewn  the  reputed 
tombs  of  the  three  wife  men, -who  vifited  oar  Saviour  by  the  guidance  of  a 
fhar,  commonly  called  the  three  Kings  of  Cologne.  It  is  well  fortified  towards 
the  land,  and  has  a  ftrong  wall  next  the  Rhine.  Five  regiments  of  French  fol- 
diers  now  make  up  the  garrifon.  Immediately  on  our  landing,  we  repaired 
to  the  Hotel  d’ Holland,  and  after  refrelhing  ourfelves,  intended  to  have  pro¬ 
ceeded  direftly  on  our  journey  by  land  s  but  on  fending  our  fervants  to  the 
'  poft-houfe  for  horfes,  we  had  the  mortification  to  find,  that  there  was  no 
paflibility  of  getting  any  till  the  next  morning,  every  one  belonging  to  the 
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poft-mafter  having  been  hired  yefterdav  to  carry  people  to  Bon ,  where  an-  1759.' 
Italian  opera,  and  other  diverfions,  'are  to  be  exhibited  this  night. 


Horfes  were  fent  to  us  this  morning  earlier  than  we  expe&ed,  and  we  fet '  Monday,  • 
off  from  Cologne  at  half  after  nine  o’clock,  with  three  to  each  carriage,  the-I'el3ruary 
nurpber  which  is  commonly  made  ule  of  on  the  German  roads.  The  p.ofts- 
from  Cologne-  to  Clever  and  Nmeguen^  are  as  follow, 


From  Cologne  to  Domain' 
Domain  to  Nuys/ 
Nuys  to  Hochjlrat 
Hechftrat  •  to  Santen  ’ 
Santen  to  Cleves 
Clever  to  Nimeguen- 


Pofts. 


Hours.- 
-  2~- ' 


2  9 

2  —  6i~- 
2  —  4 

2-  -  3i 


Total  of  pofts  and  hours  —  10  - 


Nuys,  Ihchftrat,  Santen ,  and  Cleves,  are  P ruffian  pofts,  and  not  regulated  ' 
by  the  German  poft-offiee.  We  pay  by  the-  {tone,  mile  or  hour,  either  of : 
which  is  equal  to  about  an  Enghffi- league.  ■ 

We  drove  over  a  fine  champain  country;  leavitrg-'the  BMiie ato'a -little  dif-  Do'rmai^  - 
tance  on  our  right-  hand,  and  between  eleven  and  twelve  o’clock;  got  to 
Domains,  .we  ftaid  only  a  quarter- of  an  hour  to  change  horles,  and " 
then  fet  off  for  Nuys,  where  we  arrived  a  little  before  two  in  the  afternoon. 
iVajr  is  a  confiderable  town,,  fubjeft  to  the  King  of  Pruffid,  but  the  French  NVyj.* 
have  made  themlelves  matters  thereof,  and  of  the  feveral  other  places  be¬ 
longing  to  that  monarch  in  the  low-countries.  -  They  have  a  regiment  of ; 
cavalry  quartered  here"  at- prefent,  who,' while -we  ftaid  to  refrefh  ourfelves,  - 
very  agreeably  entertained  us  with  feveral  tunes  on  their  French-horns.  We 
left  Nuys  between  two  and  three  o’clock  in- the  afternoon,  and  travelling 
over  a  mod  charming,  and  well-cultivated  country,  by  eleven  at  night,  we 
reached  the  fmall  village  of  Hochftrat-,  and  during  the  time  that  frefh  'horfes  Hochstrat, 
were  getting  ready  for  us,  -we  threw  ourfelves  on  fome- chairs,  and  took  a 
little  lleep. 

‘  Here  we  muft  bid  adieu  to  the  gay  livery-drefs  of  our  poftiiions  and  are 
•now  to  be  drove  by  plowmen  both  in  drefsand  behaviour.  In  Italy  the  pof-  ■ 
tilions  wear  a  coat  of  blue  cloth  turned  up  with  red,  a  laced  hat,  and  carry  a 
ffmall  French'hom  acrofs  their  fhoulders,  decked  with  taffels.  In  the  fouthern-1 
mod  parts  of  Germany,  the  poftilion’s  livery  is  always  of  a  re'd  cloth.  As-  yon  : 
advance  farther  northward,  it  changes  to  a  yellow  faced  with  black,  and  ; 
the  French-horn  at  every  hundred  miles  diftance,  gradually  increafes  in  its  ■ 
fize.  Our  prefent  fhabby  poftiiions  have  the  vanity  alfo  to  carry  a  horn,  - 
and  expect  that  the  fame  refpeft  fhall  be  paid  by  all  travellers  to- its  found,  - 
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as  has  been  done  to  the  horns  of  their  well-dreffcd  brethren.'  The  fellow 
who  drove  us  to  Hochfirat,  did  not  rideone  of  the  horfes,  but  feated  hirn- 
felf  on  a- low  box,  and  made  ufe  of  a  long  whip. 

February  27.  At  half  paft  two  this  morning,  we  left  Hoch/lrat ,  and  at  five  got  to  the 
Rhikebekg.  gates  of  Rhineberg.  The  French  are  alfo  in  poffeffion  of  this  place,  -and 
have  a  garrifon  quartered  in  it.  The  gates  however  were  opened  to  us 
without  a  queftiori  being  alked  relative  to  our  paffports.  This  town  is 
fituated  on  the  weftern  fide  of  the  Rhine,  and  at  about  a  mile  and  half  dis¬ 
tance  from  it.  The  country  round  this  place  is  very  pleafant,  and  well  cul¬ 
tivated.  Since  we  entered  the  PruJJian  territories,  we  have  frequently  met 
with  direction  polls  on  the  road,  which  though  of  great  affiftgnce  to  a 
ftranger,  are  not  to  be  feen  in  countries  more  to  the  fouthward. 

At  twenty  minutes  after  eight  o’clock,  we  got  to  a  fmall  eminence,  and 
Saktev.  difcovered  the  town  of  Santen  lying  at  the  foot  of  it.  We  had  likewife  in 
our  view  a  moft  beautiful  vale,  very  broad  and  extenfive,  with  the  river 
Rhine  running  through  the  midft  of  it.  From  this  eminence,  we  could 
plainly  difcover  feveral  fpires  belonging  to  the  churches  in  Cleves.  We 
reached  Santen  at  nine  o’clock  in  the  morning.  This  town  alfo  belongs  to 
the  King  of  Prujjia,  but  is  at  prefent  under  the  fubjeflion  of  the  French , 

.  who  have  raifed  enormous  contributions  here,  to  the  impoverilhmenc  of  the 
poor  inhabitants. 

We  left  Santen  at  half  paft  nine  o’clock,  and  at  two  in  the  afternoon  ar- 
Clbyes.  riwd  at  the  poft-office  of  Cleves,  which  ftands  juft  without  the  gates  of  the 
city.  From  hence  we  were  obliged  to  fend  a  fervant  with  our  paffports  to 
the  officer  commanding  the  French  garrifon,  with  a  requeft  that  he  would 
give  an  order  to  the  poft-mafter  to  fupply  us.  with  fix  horfes.  The  officer 
complied  with  our  defires,  but  not  before  he  had  put  feveral  queftions  to 
the  fervant  relating  to  our  journey  and  chara&ers,  and  expreffed  great  fur- 
prize  at  our  thus  venturing  to.pafs  through  the  armies  of  the  Grand  Mo¬ 
narch. 

Cleves  is  a  confiderable  city,  feated  on  an  eminence,  about  four  miles 
from  the  Rhine.  We  travelled  towards  it  over  a  very  fandy  road,  of  a  long 
but  gradual  afeent,  having  both  on  the  right  and  left  hand  of  us,  a  double 
row  of  fine  elm-trees,  which  had  a  pretty  effeft,  and  greatly  add  to 
the  agreeable  fituation  of  the  place,  and  the  beauties  of  its  environs. 
We  left  Cleves  at  three  o’clock  in  the  afternoon,  and  at  fix  arrived  at 
Nimeguen.  .  1 

This  city  is  large,  and  ftrongly  fortified,  and  the  ftreets  are  well  paved 
and  regular.  It  is  under  the  government  of  th z  States  General  Our  ftay 
at  Nimeguen  was  fo  Ihort,  that  I  will  not  pretend  to  give  a  particular  de- 
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feription  of  it.  I  was  exceedingly  ftruck  however  with  the  neatnefs  and  I759- 
cleanlinefs  of  the  houfes,  for  which,  here,  and  indeed  throughout  the  whole  u  — * 
of ’the  United  Provinces,  the  Dutch  are  fojuftly  celebrated  *. 

Between  ten  and  eleven  o’clock  this  morning,  we  embarked  in  a  boat  February  z8v 
we  hired  here  to  carry  us  to  Rotterdam ,  for  which  we  agreed  to  pay  forty 
guilders;  and  at  half  after  five  in  the  afternoon,  we  got  to  a  confiderable 
town  feated,  as  Nimeguen  is,  on  the  left-hand  fide  of  the  river  Waal,  called 
Rommel.  The  wind  not  being  fair  for  us,  our  Ikipper  fteered  the  boat  to  the  Bommzl* 
right-hand  fide  of  the  river,  to  lie  by  for  the  night:  we  therefore  went 
a  ft  ore,  and  repaired  to  a  fmall  neat  public-houfe,  where  we  met  with  the 
beft  accommodations. 

Wereimbarked  this  morning  at  feven  o’clock,  and  at  ten  palled  by  Levef-  March  i. 
tein  caftle.  .  In  half  an  hour  more  we  reached  G  or  cum,  a  confiderable  town,  Gorcvm.  . 
feated  on  the  right-hand  fide  of  the  river.  The  whole  country  about  us  is 
fiat  and  low,  but  at  the  fame  time  looks  extremely  rich.  An  infinite  num¬ 
ber  of  willows  are  regularly  planted  all  along  the  banks  of  the  river,  which 
in  the  fummer  feafon  mull  form  one  of  the  molt  delightful  profpe&s  in  the 
world.  At  two  o’clock  in  the  afternoon,  we  got  abreaft  of  Dort,  a  large  Dort. 
town,' and  very  confiderable  port,  famous  for  the  Proteftant  fynod  held 
here  in  1618.  At  half  paft  fix  we  arrived  at  Rotterdam,  where  we  had  the 
fatisfaftion  to  receive  letters  from  our  families  and  friends  in  England,  agree¬ 
able  to  inftruftions  we  had  given  them  from  Leghorn. 

This  is  the  richefi:  town  of  the  feven  united  provinces,  except  Jrnftcr-  Rotter- 
dam,  with  clean,  regular  ftreets,  and  canals  fo  cut  that  the  largeft  fiiips  can  °AM‘ 
come  up  to  the  very  doors  of  the  merchants.  We  vifited  their  anatomical  Maic  2‘ 
fchool,  and  were  ihewn  the  molt  curious  preparations  laid  up  there,  but 
did  not  find  them  comparable  to  feme  we  had  before  feen  in  England. 

This  city  being  the  birth-place  of  Erafmus,  we  had  the  curiofity  to  go  and 
fee  his  ftatue,  which  is  well  executed  in  bronze.  We  vifited  alfo  the  ex- 

*  “  The  extreme  moifture  of  the  air  I  take  to  he  the  occafion  of  the  great  neatnefs  of  their 
houfes,  and  cleanlipefs  of  their  towns.  For  without  the  help  of  thofe  cuftoms  their  country 
would  not  be  habitable  by  fuch  crowds  of  people,  but  the  air  would  corrupt  upon  every  hot 
feafon,  and  expofe  the  inhabitants  to  general  and  infectious  difeafes,  which  they  hardly 
efcape  three  fummers  together,  efpecially  about  Ltfden,  where  the  waters  2re  not  fo  eafily 
renewed;  and  for  this  reafon,  I  fuppofe  it  is,  that  Leyden  is  found  to  be  the  neateft  and 
cleaneft  kept,  of  all  their  towns. 

The  fame  moifture  of  air  makes  all  metals  apt  to  ruft,  and  wood  to  mould  ;  which  forces 
them,  by  continual  pains  of  rubbing  and  fcouring,  to  feek  a  prevention,  or  cure  :  this  makes 
the  brightnefs  and  cleannefs  that  feems  afteiAed  in  their  houfes,  and  is  called  natural  to  them, 
by  people  who  think  no  further.  So  the  deepnefs  of  their  foil,  and  wetnefs  of  feafons,  which 
will  render  it  unpayable,  forces  them,  not  only  to  exaftnefs  in  paving  their  ftreets,  but  to  the 
expence  of  fo  Jong  caufeways  between  many  of  their  towns,  and  in  their  high-ways :  as  in¬ 
deed,  moft  national  cuftoms  are  the  eft  eft  of  fome  unfeen,  or  unobferved  natural  caufes  or 
neceiiities.” 

Sir^.  Temple’s  Obfervations  on  the  United  Provinces,  vol.  i.  , 
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,.7  go.  change  for  merchants,  and  the  great  church,  whofe  foundation  we  were  told 
gave  way  fo  much,  foon  after  the  edifice  was  finifhed,  that  it  appeared  to 
be  in  great  danger  of  falling;  by  a  proper  and  curious  application  hotir- 
„ever  of  the  mechanical  powers,  the  defedl  was  perfe&ly  remedied,  and 
this  building  now  Hands  as  upright,  as  any  other  of  the  churches  in 
the^city.  .  v  , 

At  Rotterdam  we  intended  to  have  difpofed  of  our  Italian  chaifes,  which 
had  coaft  us  near  forty  pounds  each,  but  not  being  able  to  get  more  than 
about  eight  fequins  for  them,  we  refolved  to  have  them  conveyed  to  England, 
in  expectation  that  it  would  anfwer  better  to  fell  them  there.  And  Mr. 
Rofe  (a  Britijh  merchant  who  redded  here)  was'  fo  obliging  as  to  agree  with 
the  mafter  of  a  fhip  to  land  mine  at  Portfmouth,  for  three  pounds  ten  dril¬ 
lings.  We  had  been  told  at  Leghorn,  that  we  ihould  be  able  to  fell  our 
carriages  at  Rotterdam  for  two-thirds  at  lead  of  what  they  coft  us ;  but 
we  experienced  quite  the  contrary,  and  the  reafon  is,  becaufe  our  Englijh 
gentlemen,  who  ufed  to  be  travelling  abroad,  are  by  the  prefent  war  con¬ 
fined  at  home ;  confequently  tbefe  foreign  carriages,  are  now  of  little  ufe 
.or  value. 

March  3.  At  nine  o’clock  in  the  evening,  we  embarked  in  a  ketch  for  Helvoetjluys. , 
Helvoets-  and  by  three  quarters  after  nine  in  the  morning,  arrived  there,  diferr, barked, 
EUY?‘  .and  put  up  at  a  public  houfe  kept  by  Mr.  Fell  an  Englijhman.  Helvoetjluys 
is  a  clean,  little  lea-port  town,  where  the  packet-boats,  which  pafs  between 
England  arid  Holland,  are  always  ftationed.  At  the  upper  end  of  the  town, 
is  a  large  bafon,  in  which  lie  three  or  four  Butch  Ihips  of  war,  in  or¬ 
dinary.  '  ■ 

March 4.  At  eight  this  morning,  we  went  onboard  the  packet-boat,  and  made 
fail  for  England ;  but  at  five  in  the  afternoon,  the  wind  coming  from 
the  welt,  we  were  obliged  to  put  back,  and  in  a  few  hours  got  again  to 
Helvoetjluys. 

M°rchy’  This  morn'nB  at  eleven  o’clock,  we  once  more  put  to  fea,  and  in  a  few 
arcl5-  hours  dilcovered  a  fail,  bearing  down  towards  us,  whom.we  fiifpeCled  to 
be  an  enemy.  The  mafter  of  a  Butch  vefiel  allured  us,  that  the  fhip  in 
fight  was  a  French  privateer,  upon  which  we  altered  our  courfe,  and  pre¬ 
tended  as  if  we  were  putting  back  to  Helvoetjluys ;  but  at  fix  in  the 
evening,  when  it  became  dark,  the  mafter  put  the  packet  about,  and 
flood  for  the  northward,  by  which  means  we  had  the  good  luck  to'  efcape 
the  enemy,  and  at  half  paft  eleven  the  next  morning,  had  the  unfpeak- 
Harwich.  able  joy  of  entering  the  long  wiflbed-for  port  of  Harwich. 

Thus  after  an  irkfome  abfence  of  more  than  five  years,  and  a  journey  at¬ 
tended  with  fuch  a  feries  of  difappointment,  difficulty,  and  illnefs,  I  once  more 
fafely  landed  on  my  native  fliore ;  and  in  thirty- fix  hours  afterwards,  was  made 
3  '  completely 
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completely  happy  in  the  fight  and  embraces  of  my  family  and  friends  at  1759. 
Titchfield  in  Hampjhire.  On  fuch  an  occafion,  could  I  help  adopting  the  ' — -v*—1 
fentiment  and  expreffions  of  the  Pfalmift?  “  Praife  the  Lord,  O  my  Titch* 

“  foul,  and  forget  not  all  his  benefits.  I  will  publiih  with  the  voice  of  FIELD‘ 

“  thankfgiving,  and  tell  of  all  his  wonderful  works.  For  he  hath  defended 
“  me  from  the  peftilence  that  walketh  in  darknefs,  and  from  the  de- 
“  ftfu&ion  that  wafteth  at  noon-day.  He  has  given  his  angels  charge  over. 

“  me,  and  at  length  brought  me  to  the  defired  habitation.’’ 
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A  P  P  E  N  D  I  X. 


N°.  I. 


Medical  and  Chirurgical  Observations, 


TO  avoid  interruptions  in  the  narrative,  I  omitted  to  enlarge  on  the 
feveral  difeafes  with  which  the  fquadron  was  affl idled.  I  fhall  now 
treat  of  that  fubjeft  more  ciiftinftly,  as  fomething  of  this  kind  will  certainly 
be  expected  from  a  perfon  of  my  profeffion  ;  and  I  flatter  myfelf,  that, 
although  I  mean  to  be  concife,  yet,  what  I  have  to  offer  will  be  of  fome 
fervice  to  the  general  interefts  of  the  navy.  „ 

On  this  occafion  I  beg  leave  to  carry  the  reader  as  far  back  as  the  9th 
of  March  1754,  when  Mr.  IVatfon  left  Plymouth  with  all  his  flaps  com¬ 
panies  in  perfect  health..  In  the  months  of  May  and  June  following, 
feveral  diforders  took  place  in  the  fquadron,  and  in  fpite  of  the  united 
efforts  of  all  our  officers,  who  ordered  the  decks  to  be  conftantly  fwept  and 
fcraped,  and  the  ventilators  to  be  daily  ufed,  by  the  9th  of  July ,  when  we 
arrived  at  Madagafcar,  they  had  increafed  to  fo  great  a  degree,  that  the 
Kent  alone  had  buried  twelve  men,  befides  a  large  number  who  were 
reduced  to  fuch  an  extremity,  that  they  muft  have  died,  had  we  con¬ 
tinued  only  a  few  days,  more  at  fea. 

The  diforders  under  which  the  Kent’s  people  laboured  at  this  time,  were 
principally  Putrid  Fevers,  and  Putrid  Fluxes-,  which  though  common  to 
hot  climates,  were,  I  believe,  confiderably  increafed  by  the  great  quantities 
of  ftock-fifh  and  other  provifions  flowed  in  the  fiih-room  and  between  the 
guns  of  the  lower  deck:  the  fhh  becoming  putrid  by  the  heat  of  the  wea¬ 
ther,  and  by  their  -long  continuance  there,  emitted  fuch  a  noxious  fmell, 
as  made  the  air,  in  every  part  of  the  fhip  below,  unfit  for  refpiration.  Be¬ 
fides,  by  this  time  the  Yea  water  had  unavoidably  made  its  way  through  the 
chinks  of  the  ports  and  hawfe-holes,  and  by  its  ftinking  effluvia  had  greatly 
added  to  the  contagion. 

L  1 1  2  It 
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It  would  be  alrnoft  needlels  to  defcribe  the  particular  manner  in  which  I 
: treated  thofe  patients,  while  they  lay  on  board,  as  there  was  nothing  un¬ 
common  in  my  praftife ;  it  will  be  fufficient  to  obferve,  that  I  made  it  my 
principal  care,  to  keep  them  as  clean  in  their  perfons  and  births  as  poffible; 
.to  purify  the  air  around  them  as  much  as  lay  in  my  power;  and  not  only 
antifeptic  medicines  were  adminiftered,  but  wines,  punch,  and  culinary 
afiiftances  were  daily  fant  them  from  the  admiral’s,  captain’s,  and  lieute¬ 
nants’ ftores.  Indeed,  i?Js,to  thefe  a£ts  of  humanity  in  the  officers,  and  to 
the  unwearied  diligence  of  the  furgeon’s  mates  in  feeing  thefe  fupplies  pro¬ 
perly  applied,  that  the  prefervation  of  many  of  their  lives  muft  be  attributed. 

I  have  obferved  in  the  voyage,  that  at  our  landing  on  the  ifland  of  Mada- 
gafcar ,  where  we  met  with  a  variety  of  freffi  provifions  and  vegetables, 
efpecially  thofe  of  the  acid  kind,  our  fick  people  were  reftored  to  ■  their 
health  and  ftrength  in  a  very  fhort  time ;  and  only  four  of  thole  who 
were  put  on  fbore  from  on  board  the  Kent ,  died.  The  fquadron  left 
.that  ifland  on  the  leventh  of  Augufi,  and  arrived  ax.  Fort  St.  David  bn  the 
ioth  of  September  following,  in  a  condition, as  to  health,  that  was  by  no 
means  to  be  called  bad  ;  but  we  thought  it  prudent,  (notwiihftanding  we 
were  fo  foon  to  fail  for  Bombay)  to  lend  on  fhore  to  the  hofpital  78  of 
•the  moft  fickly  of  our  fhips  crews,  'moft  of  whom  were  labouring  either  un¬ 
der  feorbutic  or  bilious-  complaints  ;  for  bilious  diforders  begun  to  make 
.their  appearance  among  us  ioon  after  our  getting  to Jndia.  .The  feurvy 
however  was.  now  become  the  moft  predominant  diftemper,  which  was 
.undoubtedly  owing  to  our  fea  paffage ,  from  Madagafcar  to  Fort  St. 
David. 

Between  the  14th  of  November  1754  and  the  14th  of  February  in  the 
following  year,  104  patients  were  fent  from  two  fhips  to  the  hofpital  at 
•  Bombay,  who  chiefly  laboured  under  fcurvies  and  fluxes.  There  were  fome 
aifo  very  ill  in  bilious  fevers  -,  the  fluxes  were  either  of  the  feorbutic  or 
bilious  fort.  At  this  period  likewife,  the  feurvy  appears  to  have  been  the 
moft  prevailing  diftemper,  which  perhaps  was  in  a  great  meafure  owing  to 
its  being  the  winter  feafon. 

On  the  Coromandel  coaft,  between  the  24th.  of  January  1755,  and.  the 
24th  of  October  following,  we  received  at  the  hofpitals,  from  the  Kent, 
Cumberland,  Tyger,  Salijbury,  Bridgewater,  and  Kings-fijher,  12  14  *  patients, 
of  whom  1 68  only  were  in  fcurvies ;  the  much  greater  part  of  the  reft  were 
down  in  bilious  fevers,  bilious  fluxes,  or  fome  other  diiorder  that  diicovered 
an  overflowing  of  the  bile  in  the  conftitution.  As  this  was  the  furnmer 

*  The  reader  is  not  to  fuppofe  by  1214  patients,  that  fo.many  diftindt  perfons  were  fent 
•fick  from  the  (hips;  for  the  compliment  of  the  whole  fquadron  at  any  one  time  did  not  exceed 
>  800 ;  he  is  to  .be  apprifed,  that  the  fame  man  tnay  have  been  fent  to  the  hofpital,  and  after 
being  cured,  difeharged  ;  then  fent  again  on  account  of  a  relapfe,  or  his  being  feizeef  with 
another  diforder,  within  the  time  mentioned  in  this  account. — This  obfervation  is  to  be  ap¬ 
plied  an  every  future  occafion. 

3  feafon, 
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feafon,  it  will  fufficiently  account  for  the  number  of  my  fcorbutic  patients 
being  very  trifling,  in  comparifon  of  thofe  who  were  affii&ed  with  bilious 
complaints. 

At  Bombay ,  between  the  ioth  of  November  1755,  and  the  27th  of  April 
*1756,  we  received  into  the  hofpital  from  the  whole  fquadron  1334  patients, 
of  whom  514  were  in  fcurvies,  and  fcorbutic  fluxes.  The  reft  wire  dif- 
eafed  with  various  hepatic  complaints,  common  diforders,  or  cafes  of 
furgery.  Here  it  is  worthy  of  remark,  that  this  was  the  winter  feafon, 
when  the  feurvy  again  became  the  predominant  diftemper  among  us. 

On  the  Coromandel  coaft,  between  April  175 6,  and  the  12th  of  OSlober 
following,  we  received  into  the  hofpital  from  all  the  Ihips  847  patients, 
of  whom  132  were  in  fcurvies,  108  in  bilious  fevers,  163  in  bilipus 
fluxes,  and  223  in  bilious  obftru&ions.  The  remaining  22iweredown 
in  various  diforders,  but  even  in  molt  of  thefe,  the  bile  was  predominant. 
A  very  few  chirurgical  and  venereal  complaints  are  to  be  excepted.— This 
again  was  the  fummer  feafon,  and  we  fee  plainly,  that  bilious  diforders  were 
by  much  the  moft  prevalent  during  this  period. 

On  board  the  Protestor  an  occafional  hofpital  fhip  in  Bengal  river,  and 
at  the  hofpital  at  Calcutta ,  between  the  25th  of  December  1756,  and  the 
8th  of  February  1757,  we  received  455  patients  from  the  king’s  fhips,  of 
whom  72  were  in  the  worft  ftage  of  the  feurvy,  27  in  convulfions  of 
the  bowels  from  a  fcorbutic  cafe,  co-operating- probably  with  the  muddy 
water  of  the  river;  12  in  putrid  fevers,  and  the  remaining  104  were  ill  of 
various  diforders,  all  of  which,  except  a  few  cafes  of  furgery,  partook  of 
the  feurvy.  Out  of  the  whole  number  received  into  the  hofpital  here,  I  find, 
that  at  the  clofe  of  the  firft  quarterly  account,  we  buried  2  7  men :  a  par¬ 
ticular  mention  of  the  number  of  the  dead,  may  be  proper  to  exhibit  a  com¬ 
parative  view  of  the  mortality  attending  the  difeafes  of  the  fquadron  in 
Bengal,  and  our  other  fettlements  in  India.  Here  my  former  obfervation  re- 
fpefting  the  difference  of  feafons,  once  more  holds  good,  for  thefe  beitfg  the 
winter  months-,  the  fcorbutic  diforders  greatly  increafed,  while  thofe  or  the 
bilious  kind  decreafed  in  the  fame  proportion.  I  muft  add,  that  the  fqua¬ 
dron  juft  before  had  a  long  and  fatiguing  paflage  of  feven  weeks  from  the 
Coromandel  coaft  to  the  river  of  Bengal-,  which  doubtlefs  was  an  additional 
reafon  why  the  feurvy  fo  greatly  prevailed  at  this  time. 

At  Calcutta,  between  the  8  th  of  February  1757  and  the  7  th  of  Augufi 
following,  we  received  into  the  hofpital  1 1 40  patients,  of  whom  54  were 
ill  in  fcurvies,  302  in  bilious  fevers,  109  in  intermittents,  16  in  mealies, 
32  in  bilious-  and  bloody  fluxes,  56  in  bilious  cholics,  21  in  venereal  com¬ 
plaints  ;  and  155  were  chirurgical  cafes.  Out  of  the  whole  number  we 
buried  52  men.  It  is  neceffary  here  to  obferve,  that  much  the  greater 
part  of  this  time,  the  weather  was  exceedingly  hot  and  dry  5  conicquently, 

during 
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during  that  feafon,  bilious  difeafes  were  moil  predominant:  afterwards, 
when  the  rains  had  let  in,  the  intermittents  began  to  make  their  ap¬ 
pearance. 

•  At  the  fame  place,  between  the  7th  of  Juguft  _  1757.,  and  the  7th  of 
November  following,  (during  the  greater  part  of  which  period,  the  weather 
being-  fulcry  and  rainy),  we  received  into  the  hofpi'tal  717  frelh  patients, 
befides  430  who  were ‘there  before  ;  fo  that  in  the  whole  we  had  in  this  in¬ 
terval  1147  on  fbore.  Among  the  717  which  were  taken  in  laft,  there 
were  20  only  in  feurvies,  147  in  putrid  fevers,  304  in  intermitting  fevers, 
J9  in  putrid  bloody  fluxes,  155  in  putrid  fluxes;  10  in  bilious  obftructions, 
6  in  inflammations  of  the  bowels  ;  6  in  confumptions,  and  19  cafes  of  furgery. 
The  41  unaccounted  for,  were  made  up  of  men  labouring  under  various 
diforders,  but  fuch  as  in  general  difcovered  a  putrefeent  difpoiition  in  the 
conflitution.  Out  of  the  whole  number  that  were  in  the  hofpital  at  this 
time,  we  buried  101,  which  added  to  thofe  we  had  before  loft  in  the  Pro- 
tetter,  and  in  the  hofpital,  fince  our  arrival  in  the  river,  (which  took  in  no. 
more  than  10  months  and  13  days)  make  our  whole  lofs  to  amount  to  j  So. 
And  this  is  exclufive'of  fuch  as  had  been  (lain  in  battle,  or  who  had  died, 
on  board  their  refpedtive  fhips  before  a  provifion  had  been  made  for  their  re¬ 
ception  in  the  Protettor,-  or  on  fbore.  .  So  that  (as  will  foon  be  lhewn)  the 
number  of  men  buried  in  Bengal,  amounted  to  more  than  half  of  all  who 
died  in  the  feveral  hofpitals  in  India,  during  the  whole  time  of  Admiral. 
Watfon's  command,  and  for  fome  fbor't  time  after  his  death,  including  a 
period  of  three  years,  one  month,  and  14  days. 

Thus  far  it  is  evident,  that  in  the  winter  feafo'n,  and  during  a  long  continu¬ 
ance  at  flea,  the  fleurvy  is  the  difeafe  to  which  failors  are  moft  fubjedb  in  hot- 
climates  ;  that  in  the  futnmer  months,  when  the  weather  is  hot  -and  dry, 
bilious  fevers  and  fluxes  are  the  prevailing  diftempers  ;  and  that  putrid 
fluxes  and  intermittents  are  particularly  incidental  to  European-  Tailors  in  the 
fultry  and  rainy  feafons  at  Bengal. 

I  iball  now  produce  as  exadt  an  account  as  our.  hofpital  books  will 
adtnit,  of  every  patient  received  at  different  times  into  the  ieveral  hof¬ 
pitals  in  India,  from  the '13th  of  September  1754,  to :  the  7th  of  November 
1757,  'which  includes  the'whole  of  the  time  they  were  under  my  care  ;  and 
to  each  particular  difeafe,  I  (hall  pm  the  number  of  thofe  who.  died  in  it, 
The  whole  number  received  into  the  hofpitals,  amounted  to  6062.'  Among* 
thefe,  there  were  ill  jn 

Fluxes  under  different  names  18 19-,,  .of  whom  died  97. 

Scurvies  1103,  died  11.  ■- 

Fevers  of  different  forts  900,  died  42.  ; 

Intermittents  547,  died  17.  • 

Bilious  obftructions  536,  died  10. 

.Rheumatifms  103,  died  2.  ’  . 

,  Inflammations 
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Inflammations  of  the  bowels  83,  died  5. 

,Confumptions  47,  died  3. 

Bilious  colics  62.  Mealies  16.  Inflammation  of  the  eyes  24.  Coughs  24. 
Spittings  of  blood  7.  Pleurifies  28.  Died  11. 

Afthmas  14,  died  1. 

Quinfles  8.  Convulfive  fits  5.  Suppreflions  of  urine  3.  Cutaneous 
eruptions  6.  Palfey-i.  Hsunorrhoides  4.  Itch  4.  Worms  7.  D;jp.'y  2. 
Gravel  33.  Died  1. 

'  Weakneffes  from  various  preceding  difeafes  57,  died  1. 

Venereal  cafes  58,  died  2. 

The  following  chirurgical  cafes  muff  be  added. 

Ruptures  18,  died  1. 

Ulcers  166,  died  2. 

Contufions  and  other  common  accidents  147,  died  5. 

Diflocated  and  fractured  bones  28,  died  1. 

Gun-fhot  wounds  131,  died  17. 

Stumps  after  limbs  amputated  15,  died  9. 

Blown  up  by  gun-powder  13,  died  3.  Scalds  4, 

By  the  foregoing  account,  the  number  of  dead  amounts  to  241-,  but 
'  befides  thefe,  there  were  alfo  87  perfons  who  died  chiefly  in  fluxes,  fevers, 
intermitting,  or  bilious  diforders :  but  as  at  the  time  of  their  deaths  they 
ftand  on  the  hofpital  books  under  the  article  of  “  fundry  perfons  remaining 
for  a  confiderable  while  in  the  hofpital  in  various  difeafes fo  at  this  time 
it  is  not  practicable  to  exaftly  afcertain  what  were  their  refpedtive  com¬ 
plaints,  or  to  fix  a  name  to  tbofe  diforders  that  carried  them  off,  . 

I  once  intended  to  have  written  very  particularly  of  the  feveral  difeafes 
to  which  Europans  are  fubjeft  in  the  Eafi  Indies ;  but  having  again  and 
again  read  over,  and  always  with  frefh  delight,  that  excellent. efiay  on^this 
fubjeft  publifhed  by  my  ingenious  and  learned  friend  Dr.  Lind ,  I  am  obliged 
to  confefs,  that  I  find  myfelf  altogether  at  a  lofs  for  new  matter.  In  flea* 
therefore  of  offering  any  thing  of  my  own  on  this  head,  I  think  jt  will 
anfwer  a  better  purpofe  to  make  a  few  abffrafts  from  the  doctor’s  very 
valuable  book,  and  for  more  particular  information  refer  to  the  work 
itfelf. 

*  **  Next  to  Bencookn,  of  all  the  Englijh  factories,  the  climate  of  Bengal 
proves  the  moft  fatal  to  Europeans.  The  rainy  feafon  commences  at  Bengal 
in  /*ae,  and  continues  till  Ociober ;  the  remainder  of  the  year  is  healthy 
and  plealant. 
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«  During  the  rains,  this  rich  and  fertile  country  is  quite  covered  by  the 
Ganges,  and  converted  as  it  were  into  a  large  pool  of  water.  In  the  month,  of 
OSlober,  when  the  ftagnated  water  begins  to  be  exhaled  by  the  heat  of  the  fun, 
the  air  is  then  greatly  polluted  by  the  vapours’from  the  flime  and  mud  left  by 
the  Ganges,  and  by  the  corruption  of  dead'filh  and  other  animals.  Dill-ales 
then  rage,  attacking  chiefly,  fuch  as  are  lately  arrived.  Here,  as  in  all  other 
places,  ficknefs  is  more  frequent  and  fatal  in  feme  years  than  others.  'The  . 
diftempers  are  fevers,  of  the  remitting  or  intermitting  kind :  for  though 
fometimes  they  may  continue  feveral  days,  without  any  perceptible' romiflion,. 
yet  they  have  in  general  a  great  tendency  to  it,  and  are  commonly  accom¬ 
panied  with  violent  fits  of  rigors  and  fhiverings,  and  with  difcharges  of  bile 
upwards  and  downwards.  If  the  feafon  be  very  fickly,  feme  are  feized  with 
a  malignant  fever,  of  which  they  foon  die.  The  body  is  covered  with 
blotches  of  a  livid  colour,  and  the  corpfe  in  a  few  hours  turns  quite  black, 
and  corrupted.  At  this  time  fluxes  prevail,  which  may  be  called  bilious  * 
or  putrid,  the  better  to  diftinguilh  them  from  others  which  are  accom¬ 
panied  with  an  inflammation  of  the  bowels.  In  all  difeafes  at  Bengal,  the 
lancet  is  caucioufly  to  be  ufed. 

“  But  to  quit  Bengal,  let  us  proceed  to  obferve— That  though  the  air  in 
the  Englijh  prefidentfhip  of  Bombay  is  not  fo  pure  as  at  Madrafs,  yet  it  is 
much  more  wholefome  than  at  Bengal-,  the  coaft  of  Malabar  being  pretty 
healthy,  though  inferior,  in  this  refpect  to  the  coaft  of  Coromandel. 

“  The  ifland  of  Bombay  has  of  late  been  rendered  much  more  healthy 
than  it  was  formerly,  by  a  wall  which  is  now  built  to  prevent  the  incroach- 
ment  of  the  fea,  where  is  formed  a  fait  marlh,  and  by  an  order  that  none 
of  the  natives  fhould  manure  their  cocoa-nut  trees  with  putrid  fifti. 

“  At  Stir  at  and  ¥ ellicherry,  on  the  fame  coaft,  Europeans  generally  enjoy  a 
good  ftate  of  health. 

“  Madrafs  is  efteemed  the  molt  healthy  government  belonging  to  the 
Jpnglifh  :  and  indeed  the  air  of  the  whole  coaft  of  Coromandel'  is  in  general 
pure  and  temperate,  in  relpedt '  of  many  other  parts  of  India,  not  only 
Madrafs,  but  St.  David’s,  Cuddalore,  and  Negapatnam  the  Dutch  prefident- 
Ihip ’on  this  coaft. 

“  Befides  thefe  malignant  and  remitting  fevers,  which  rage  during  the 
wet  feafon,  and  feme  time  after  it,  in  the  unhealthy  parts  of  the  Eajl  Indies, 

*  In  my  hospital  accounts  there  is  a  diftindlion  made' between  the  bilious  and.potrid  flux. 
In  tbe  firft  fort  there  was  always  heat  and  fome  degree  of  inflammation  in  the  confiitution  and’ 
bowels,  accompanied  with  a  full  pulfe.  In  the  latter  the  patients  had  chills,,  their  fltins  were 
clammy,  and  pulfe  feeble.  And  what  was  commonly  underllood  to  make  the  diftinction,  was,, 
that  in  the  bilious  fort,  the  bile  was  not  in  a  corrupted  or  putrid  ftate,.  in  the  other  it  was. 
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Europeans ,  efpecially  fuch  as  live  intemperately,  "are  alio  fubjed  to  duxes, 
and  to  an  inflammation  or  difeafe  of  the  liver ;  which  laft  is  almoft  peculiar 
to  ■•India,  and  particularly  to  the  Coromandel  coaft. 

“  Fluxes  are  feldom  here  accompanied  with  inflammatory  fymptoms;  the 
difcharge  being  chiefly  of  a  putrid  or  bilious  nature,  they  are  removed  by  ad¬ 
ministering  firft  a  vomit,  then  rhubarb,  and  laftly  ipecacuanha  in  fmall  dofes. 
After  the  bile  and  other  putrefcent  humours  have  been  thus  Sufficiently 
evacuated,  opiates,  with  a  diet  of  rice,  and  fuch  food  as  is  antifeptic,  muft 
be  prefcribed. 

“  The  difeafe  of  the  liver  is  generally  preceded  by  a  high  fever,  a  dif¬ 
ficulty  of  breathing,  and  a  violent  pain  fixed  in  the  right  fide  upon  the  feat 
of  the  liver,  to  which  the  fick  perfon  often  applies  his  hand,  feeking  for 
relief*.  On  its  firft  attack  the  patient  Should  lofe  blood,  and  the  part 
ought  to  be  bathed  with  a  warm,  relaxing  and  difcutient  fomentation  or 
a  blifter  may  be  applied  to  it.  When  by  bleeding,  the  fever  is  fomewhat 
abated,  a  gentle  purge  or  clyfter  being  previoufly  adminiftered,  immediate 
recourfe  muft  be  had  to  mercury,  as  a  fpecific  for  this  difeafe.  A  gentle 
falivation  of  1 5  or  20  days  muft  be  raifed  by  means  of  the  mercurial  oint¬ 
ment  rubbed  upon  or  near  the  affefted  part,  together  with  the  ufe  of  mer¬ 
curial  pills  of  calomel  taken  occafionally.” 

To  thefe  obfervations  of  Dr.  Lind,  I  beg  leave  to  add  my  own  teftimony, 
that  I  almoft  always  found  a  falivation  to  be  a  fpecific  in  fuch  complaints. 
Now  and  then  it  happened,  that  in  the  height  of  a  ptyaliftn,  the  mercury 
turned  on  the  bowels,  and  brought  on  a  fatal  bloody  flux;  but  notwithftand- 
ing  this,  upon  the  whole  I  will  venture  to  pronounce  mercury  to  be  the  moft 
efficacious  of  all  medicines  in  Rich  cafes.  I  may  add,  that  it  is  the  only 
medicine  yet  known  which  gives  '  a  patient  any  chance  for  his  life,  fince 
without  his  undergoing  a  falivation,  an  abfeefs  of  the  liver  is  almoft’fure  to 
take  place,  and  which  in  the  end  proves  fatal. 

For  inftances  of  fuch  abfeefies,  I  muft  refer  to  two  or  three,  which  have 
been  particularly  ftated,  and  with  great  care  and  judgment,  by  Mr.  John 
Bogus,  now  furgeon  of  Admiral  Sir  Robert  Heir  land’s  Ship  in  the  Eafi  Indies , 
and  which  are  preferved  in  Dr.  Lind’s  effay. 

•I  cannot  finiffi  this  fubjedt  without  obferving,  that  about  the  time 
Mr.  Wat  Jon's  fquadron  entered  Bengal  river,  a  moft  melancholy  feene  was 
exhibited  by  the  feurvy :  It  raged  with  fuch  violence,  as  to  make  great 
devaluation  among  us.  ^  This  malady  (as  before  obferved)  was  entirely  owing 
to  the  very  longpafiage  we  had  in  our  voyage  from  the  Coromandel  coaft  to 

*  And  he  always  complains  of  a  pain  in  one  or  both  of  the  (boulders. 
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Bengal,  and  in  the  winter  feafon.  The  Kent  it  is  true  loft  but  few  of  her 
people  in  this  diforder,  but  the  other  fhips  of  the  fquadron  buried  a  great 
many;  which  difference,  I  am  perfuaded,  was  occafioned  by  the  large 
quantity  of  orange  and  lemon  juices  that  I  had  preferved  in  a  half  hogJliead 
during  our  Hay  at  Madagafcar ,  and  which  I  now  ordered  to  be  daily  given 
them  in  their  common  liquor. 

At  this  time,  not  only  moft  of  the  fad  fymptoms  of  the  fcurvy,  which 
have  been  fo  accurately  enumerated  by  Dr  .Lind,  made  their  appearance,  but 
two  others,  not  mentioned  by  him,  were  unfortunately  fuperadded;  viz. 
the  Scrotum  in  many  patients  was  fwollen  to  an  enormous  fize,  equal  to 
that  of  a  globe  of  12  inches  diameter,  and  the  contents  of  this  fwclling 
was  water ,  as  appeared  upon  our  tapping  the  Scrotum.  The  other  un- 
ufual  effedt  was  a  convulfive  fpafm  of  the  inteftines,  which  fucldenly  car¬ 
ried  off  feveral  men.  Some  who  were  thus  attacked,  recovered,  but 
others  remained  in  the  moft  exquifite  torture  for  twenty-four  hours,  and 
then  expired. 

From  the  foregoing  obfervations,  and  from  others  taken  notice  of  in  the 
courfe  of  the  narrative,  thefe  four  general  inferences  are  indifputably 
clear. 

Firft,  That  fhips  bound  to  the  Eajt  Indies  fhould  be  as  little  incumbered 
with  ftores  between  decks,  as  poflible. 

'  Secondly,  That  dryed  ftock-fifh,  which  upon-  the  account  of  hav¬ 
ing  no  fait  ufed  in  the  curing  of  them,  are  fometimes  put  on  board 
our  fhips  of  war,  to  prevent  the  fcurvy  breaking  the  amongft  our  peo¬ 
ple,  by  their  Toon  corrupting  and.  growing  putrid,  are  fo  far  from  an¬ 
swering  the  good  intention,  that  oil  the  contrary  they  are  productive  of 
much  evil. 

Thirdly,  That  as  but  few,  if  any,  of  the  Kent's  people  died  in  the 
fcurvy  during  our  winter’s  paffage  to  Bengal,  whilft  the  other  fhips  of  the 
fquadron  buried  many ;  fo  this  difference  can  no  other  way  be  ac¬ 
counted  for,  but  by  the  antifcorbutic  quality  of  the  orange  and  lemon 
juices.  It  therefore  follows,  that  if  government  would  be  fo  far  at¬ 
tentive  to  this  fubjedt,  as  to  order  all  fhips  bound  to  the  Eaft  Indies 
to  flop  at  Madagafcar,  or  any  other  proper  place,  and  take  in  fome 
pipes  of  thefe  juices,  which  might  be  made  up  into  punch,  and  ferved 
,to  the  feveral  crews  inftead  of  grog  %  they  would  certainly  be  the  means, 
of  prefervmg.many  lives,  and  greatly  redound  to  the  emolument  of  the 
nation  *, 

*  This  obfervation  will  hold  good  in  every  other  country  that  abounds  with  thefe  fruits.  Sea 
Dr.  line’s  l aft  edition  of  his  Treatiie  on  the  Scurvy,  p,  jit,  where  my  remarks  on  this  inte¬ 
rfiling  fubjeft  are  mere  fully  fet  forth,  '  J 

,  Daftly* 
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Laftly,  Since  intermittents,  and  other  putrid  diforders,  are  found  to  be 
fo  prevalent  in  Bengal ,  drips  deftined  to  the  Eaft  Indies,  ought  therefore  to 
be’fupplied  with  a  very  large  quantity  of  the  Peruvian  bark  and  Ipecacuanha 
root ;  and  (as  Dr.  Lind  has  juftly  obferved  in  relpect  to  the  firft  article)  the 
furgeons  of  the  navy  ftiould  on  that  account  be  excufed  from  taking  with 
them  other  drugs,  not  wanted,  or  which  may  at  a  little  expence  be  pro¬ 
cured  by  themlelves  in  the  Eaft  Indies. 

I  think  it  my  duty  alfo  to  infert  in  this  place  fuch  directions  and  obfer- 
vations,  as  my  own  experience  and  reflection  have  furnifhed  me  with  dur¬ 
ing  my  long  fervice  in  the  navy,  with  refpeCt  to  the  molt  eligible  method 
of  managing  the  wounded  in  the  time  of  aCtion  ;  a  point  of  fuch  im¬ 
portance  as  equally  demands  the  attention  both  of  the  Jurgeon  and  the 
commander. 

The  firft  engagement  I  was  in,  was  that  between  the  late  excellent  and  well 
known  naval  commander  Commodore  Barnet  and  the  Chevalier  de  Cay  his 
in  the  Mediterranean,  in  the  year  1741,  when  feverai  of  our  men  were 
wounded  by  the  Ihot  of  the  enemy,  and  others  blown  up  by  fome  car¬ 
tridges  of  gunpowder  taking  fire.  At  that  time  I  too  fenfibly  experienced 
the  very  great  inconvenience  of  the  furgeon’s  attending  the  wounded  in  the 
Cockpit,  the  place  then,  and  in  the  late  war,  too  commonly  allotted  for  this 
important  bufinefs. 

At  the  very  inftant  when  I  was  amputating  the  limb  of  one  of  our 
wounded  feamen,  I  met  with  an  almoft  continual  interruption  from  the  reft 
of  his  companions,  who  were  in  the  like  diftrefsful  circumftances  j  fame 
pouring  forth  the  molt  piercing  cries  to  be  taken  care  of,  while  others 
feized  my  arm  in  their  eameftnefs  of  being  relieved,  even  at  the  time 
that  I  was  palling  the  needle  for  fecuring  the  divided  blood-vefifels  by  a 
ligature. 

Surely,  at  the  time  when  fuch  operations  are  in  contemplation,  the  opera¬ 
tor’s  mind  as  well  as  body  ought  to  be  as  little  agitated  as  poffible;  and  the 
very  fhaking  of  the  lower  gun-deck,  owing  to  the  recoil  of  the  large 
cannon  which  are  placed  juft  over  his .  head,  is  of  itfelf  fufficient  to 
incommode  a  furgeon,  and  in  a  confiderable  degree  prevent  the  fkilful  per¬ 
formance  of  his  duty. 

I  mud  add,  that  a  place  of  entire  fecurity  to  the  furgeon  and  his 
affiftants  in  the  time  of  an  engagement,  is  an  objeft  of  the  greateft  con- 
fequence,  how  much  foever  it  may  have  been  hitherto  overlooked'  or  dif- 
regarded.  In  the  two  laft  wars  we  met  with  feverai  inftances  of  furgeons 
or  their  mates  being  wounded  in  the  Cockpit  by  cannon  balls,  which  plainly 
M  m  m  2  evince 
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evince  that  this  cannot  be  a  proper  ftation  for  men,  upon,  whofe  perfonal 
fecurity,  the  lives  of  fo  many  brave  feamen  entirely  depend.  I  would 
earneftly  recommend  it  therefore  to  the  Commanders  of  our  fliips  of  war, 
that  the  printed  inftru&ions  of  the  navy,  relative  to  the  place  in  which  the 
furo-eon  is  to  be  ftationed,  during  the  time  of  adtion,  be  literally  carried  into 
execution  :  and  that  inftead  of  the  too  common  and  abfurd  cuftom  oft  con¬ 
fining  him  to  the  Cockpit ,  a  platform  be  eredted  for  his  ufe  in  the  Hold, 
•where  being  as  much  as  poffible  fecured  from  all  appreherifion  of  danger, 
his  mind  will  be  quite  calm  and  ferene,  and  his  judgment  undifturbed ; 
confequently  he  will  be  more  capable  of  performing  thole  difficult 
operations,  which  he  is  always  fure  tp  meet  with  in  a  fevere  engage- 


This  point,  it  mu  ft  be  owned,  is  a  very  delicate  one  in  refpedt  to 
the  furgeon,  who,  fhould  he  make  an  application  to  his  commanding 
officer  for  this  purpofe,  might  fubjedt  himfelf  to  the  jocofe  fmiles  of  fome 
of  his  ftiipmates,  and  to  the  unkind  farcafms  of  others,  who  would  be  ra¬ 
ther  apt  to  impute  his  folicitude  on  this  head  to  the  care  he  takes  of  his 
own  perfon,  than  to  any  good  conferences  he  thinks  tray  hence  arife  to  the 
public.  This  was  exactly  my  cafe  in  the  feveral  fhips  I  ferved  on  board  of ; 
and  yet  in  fpite  of  cenfure  on  one  hand,  and  ridicule  on  the  other,  I  had 
always  refolution  fufficient  to  declare  my  fentiments  openly  on  this  fubjedt ; 
and  never  once  failed  in  the  end  to  convince  the  commander,  of  the  un- 
Ipeakable  advantages  that  necelfarily  muft  attend  it. 

As  many  able,  but  modeft  practitioners,  however,  may,  through  the  fear 
of*  being  thought  over  felicitous  about  their  own  fafety,  too  timidly  give 
up  fo  important  a  point;  I  take  the  liberty  in  their  behalf,  of  thus  pub¬ 
licly  addrefling  myfelf  to  the  commanders  of  our  navy  in  general,  befeech- 
ing  them,  that  for  the  fake  of  their  own  and  their  crew’s  lives,  and  for  the 
fake  of  their  country,  they  would  take  this  matter  into  their  moft  ferious 
confideration,  and  in  times  of  war  order  a  proper  platform  to  be  laid  in  the 
Hold  for  the  reception  of  the  wounded,  without  waiting  for  any  applica¬ 
tion  from  the  furgeon  of  the  (hip. 

As  an  inducement  for  their  fo  doing,  I  beg  leave  to  fet  before  them  the 
example  of  the date  Admiral  Leftock  (who  was  univerfally  allowed  to  be  as 
good  a  fea-officer  as  any  of  the  age)  and  who.  upon  the  profpedt  of  his 
Ihip’s  coming  into  adtion  in  the  year  1744  (though  at  that  time  he  was 
laid  up  with  a  fevere  fit  of  the  gout)  caufed  himfelf  to  be  carried  into  the 
Neptune’s  Hold,  that  he  might  be  an  eye-witnefs  of  the  platform  being  pro¬ 
perly  conftrudted,  which  he  had  before  particularly  ordered  for  that  place. 
And  this  able  and  judicious  officer  ,  was  often  heard  to  declare,  that  in 
the  courfe  of  his  early  fervices  he  had  fully  experienced  the  ill  conlequences 
cf  a  contrary  meafure,  and  therefore  always  recommended  this  for  which  l 
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am  pleading,  to  tliofe  gentlemen  who  ferved  under  him,  as  a  matter  of  the 
higheft  importance. 

The  brave  Captain  Speke  (a  man  as  much  diftinguiihed  by  his  pru¬ 
dence  in  advifing,  as  by  his  aftivity  in  executing)  did  not  fcruple  to  own 
himfelf  thoroughly  convinced  by  my  reafoning  on  this  fubjedl  •,  and  though 
much  innocent  pleafantry  had  occafionaliy  fallen  from  him  whenever  this 
became  the  topic  of  our  converfation,  yet  afterwards,  at  the  attack  of  Chan - 
dermgere,  when  he  himfelt  was  brought  down  wounded  into  the  Hold,  and 
there  faw  the  neceffity  of  the  arrangement  I  have  been  recommending,  he 
with  great '  feriou’fnefs  made  the  following  declaration  to  me:  “  No  fur- 
geon,  my  friend,  fhall  ever  again  be  put  to  the  pain  of  applying  to  me 
for  a  platform  in  the  Held ;  for  I  now  too  well  perceive  what  diftrefs 
and  embarraflhnent  muft  have  attended  both  you  and  the  wounded,  had 
you  been  obliged  to  receive  and  drels  them  all  indifcriminately  in  the 
Cockpit 

The  method  which  was  at  that  time  taken,  and  which  wi.th  fubmiffion,  I 
think  always  fhould  be  taken,  was,  all  the  wounded  were  fent  into  the 
Cockpit ,  until  that  place  could  hold  no  more  afterwards  a  part  of  them 
were  conveyed  into  the  Cable  Tier,  Two  of  my  mates  were  ftationed  there, 
to  examine  into  the  nature  of  their  wounds.  Such  as  were  defperately 
hurt,  and  whole  cafes,  in  the  opinion  of  thofe  gendemen,  required  an  im¬ 
mediate  operation,  were  brought  by  the  affiftants  to  me  and  my  other 
mates,  who  were  waiting  for  them  on  the  platform  in  the  Hold.  Thofe 
who  were  lefs  wounded,  were  drefled  by  my  two  mates  in  the  Cockpit ,  and 
then  placed  on  the  fail,  fpread  there  for  that  purpofe ;  or  on  a  floor  made 
of  boards,  and  covered  with  canvas,  in  the  Cable  Tier. 

I  cannot  conclude,  without  hinting  to  my  brethren  the  furgeons  of  the 
navy,  that  had  I  in.  my  earlier  years  known  the  confequen ces  of  a  hot  and 
bloody  engagement,  as  well  as  I  do  now,  I  never  would  have  embarked 
on  board  a  large  fhip  of  war,  without  furnilhing  myfelf  with  fix  or  more 
amputating  knives  inftead  of  two  or  three  ;  having  learnt  from  experience, 
that  the  beft  of  knives  after  an  operation  or  two_  quite  lofe  their  keennels  ; 
and  unfortunately,  the  exigency  of  the  time  is  iuch,  as  will  not  admit  of 
their  being  properly  reftored  by  the  hone.  The  fame  reafon  holds  good 
with  refpedt  to  the  number  of-faws,  which  in  like  manner  ought  to  be  in- 
creafed,  for  to  difplace  the  old,  and  to  put  the  fpare  faw  to  the  frame,  is 
equally  inconvenient  in  the  time  of  aftion,  I  would  alfo  advife  every  fur- 
geon  to  furnifh  himfelf  with  a  greater  number  of  crooked  needles  than  have 
been  commonly  thought  fufficient ;  for  nnleis  he  has  experimentally  known 
it,  it  is  impoffible  for  him  to  conceive,  how  many  of  thefe  are  either  loft 
or  miflaid  during  the  noife  and  confufion  of  an  engagement. 
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Having  given  die  befi:  directions  in  my  power,  for  the  better  management 
of  the  wounded  in  a  day  of  battle,  with  a  few  hints  to  the  captains  of  our 
men  of  war ;  I  could  with  to  afcend  to  the  Lords  Commiffiohers  of  the  Ad¬ 
miralty,  and  other  gentlemen  to  whom  the  conduit  of  our  naval  affairs 
is  committed,  and  pray  them  to  take  into  confideration  the  prefent  difcou- 
raging  fituation  of  the  furgeons  of  the  royal  navy. 

It  is  univerfally  allowed,  that  many  of  thefe  gentlemen,  are  men  of  the 
greateft  abilities  in  their  profeffion  ;  and  the  importance  of  their  ftation,  to  a 
kingdom  whofe  very  exiftence  depends  on  the  welfare  of  its  feamen,  ap¬ 
pears  at  firft  fight,  without  the  trouble  of  entering  into  a  long  chain  of  rea- 
foning.  It  is  alfo  as  true,  that  the  fcanty  provifion  at  prefent  made 
for  the  furgeons  of  this  *  fervice,  when  they  are  out  of  comtmflion,  gives 
but  little  encouragement,  either  for  retaining  thofe  who  are  now  on  the  lift, 
or  for  the  acquiring  other  able  ones,  ftiould  there  be  occafion  by  the 
breaking  out  of  a  new  war;  for  only  fifty  of  the  feniors  out  of  three  hun¬ 
dred  and  upwards  whofe  names  are  mentioned  on  the  naval  lift,  have  any 
claim  to  half  pay ;  while  the  others  are  put  to  the  moft  wretched  fhifts  to 
earn  even  a  precarious  fubfiftence.  And  what  adds  greatly  to  the  hftrdfhip 
of  their  cafe,  is,  that  a  great  majority  of  them  are  gentlemen,  who  have 
had  the  advantages  of  a  good  education,  and  been  regularly  brought  up 
in  their  profeffion  ;  who  embarked  in  the  ferv-ice  in  their  youth,  or  prime 
of  life,  have  done  their  duty  for  feveral  years  with  great  credit,  and  at  laft 
after  the  war  was  ended,  were  left  to  the  mercy  of  a  wide  world,  as  much, 
or  more  at  a  lofs  to  get  their  daily  bread,  than  they  were  the  firft  day  after 
their  apprenticelhip  expired. 

It  muft  be  confeffed,  that  a  few.  of  them  out  of  fo  large  a  number, 
by  their  own  merit  and  affiduity,  or  by  the  deaths  of  old  practitioners 
in  the  feveral  places  where  they  fixed  themfelves  after  the  peace  was  made, 
have  at  this  time  the  happinefs  to  acquire  a  comfortable  fubfiftence.  But 
can  it  be  imagined,  that  thefe  men  will  ever  engage  in  the  navy  again  (tho’ 
their  inclinations  may  poffibly  lead  them  to  do  it)  unlefs  they  could  de¬ 
pend  on  a  more  certain  provifion  being  made  for  them  after  another  war 

•was  ended  ?  It  cannot,  it  muft  not  be  expeCted  from  them. - And 

how  much  the  public  fervice  will  fuffer  in  the  want  of  fuch  experienced 
furgeons,  I  need  not  mention.  For  though,  upon  the  breaking  out  of  a 
new  war,  there  is  no  doubt  but  that  many  young  men  bred  up  to  this 
profeffion,  would  offer  themfelves  as  candidates  for  a  naval  employ,  yet 
being  new  to  the  fea,  and  quite  unacquainted  with  praCtice,  they  cannot 
poffibly  be.  put  in  competition  with  thofe  older  furgeons,  who  have  been 
long  inured  to  the  fervice,  even  on  the  fuppofition  that  their  refpeCtive  edu¬ 
cations  were  exaftly  the  fame.  ■ 

•*  Every  furgeon  of  the  army  is  intitled  to  half  pay.. 
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I  intreat  the  liberty  therefore,  (after  above  30  years  fervice  as  a  fur- 
geon  in  take  navy,  and  when  no  advantage  can  poffibly  arife  from  it  to  my- 
felf)  to  recommend  it  as  an  objedt  worthy  of  the  attention  of  government, 
that  a  greater  number  of  Naval  furgeons  be  put  upon  the  half  pay  lift. 
An  effort  of  this  kind,  will  not  fail  of  proving  highly  honourable  to  its 
chief,  promoters  ;  and  as  hereby  a  great  many  excellent  praftitioners  will 
be  fecured  in  the  fervice  of  the  public,  it  is  fufficiently  evident,  that  in  the 
end  it  muft  redound  to  the  advantage  of  Great  Britain. 


A  PPEN- 
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appendix. 


N°.  II. 


Indian  Trees,  Shrubs,  Plants,  and  Medicines. 


'Cocoa-Nut  Tree. 

ALTHOUGH  mention  hath  already  been  made  of  the  Cocoa-nut 
tree,  yet  as  its  productions  are  of  fuch  great  confequence  to  the 
natives  of  the  Eaft  Indies,  I  cannot  avoid  prefendng.  it  a  fecond  time  to 
the  notice  of  the  reader.  It  has  neither  bark  nor  branch,  increafes  an¬ 
nually,  and  at  length  gets  to  a  prodigious  height.  Some  of  the  trees  are 
of  50  years  Handing,  and  60  feet  high,  but  none  are  ever  more  than  18 
inches  diameter.  The  root  is  compofed  of  a  great- number  of  black 
foft  fibres,  which  are  tough,  15  or  16  inches  long,  and  of  the  thicknefs  of 
a  goofe  quill.  The  body,  or  ftalk,  is  Angle,  and  full  of  tough,  perpendi¬ 
cular,  and  oblique  fibres.  A  bundle  of  leaves  fhoot  out  annually  in  a  kind 
of  fpatha  from  the  fop  of  the  ftalk,  and  is  concave  towards  the  centre  of 
the  plant ;  when  thefe  leaves  firft  -fhoot  out  and  open  fully,  they  are  per¬ 
pendicular,  and  then  the  leaves  of  the  laft  year  are  gradually  forced  from 
them,  and  beco'me  horizontal.  Thofe  of  the  preceding  year  fall  off,  or  are 
cut  down  by  the  Toddy  gatherers.  The  old  leaves  are  compofed  of  a 
ftrong  and  large  middle  rib,  which  fometimes  next  to  the  body  of  the 
tree  is  as  thick  as  a  man’s  thigh,  and  18  or  20  feet  in  length.  From  the 
bundle  all  around  the  tree,  leaves  of  two  feet  or  more  in  length  foon  grow, 
thefe  are  double  at  the  bafe,  affixed  to  the  rib,  and  grow  taper  to  a  point  at 
the  end ;  thefe  leaves  ftand  very  clofe  together,  and  at  the  top  of  the  tree 
form  an  almoft  perfeft,  and  pretty  looking  circle.  The  flower  comes  out 
from  the  concave  part  of  the  leaves  on  the  top  of  the  tree ;  the  footftalk 
of  which  is  as  thick  as  a  large  man’s  wrift,  and  nearly  round ;  this  di¬ 
vides  and  fubdivides  into  many. branches,  among  which  are  the  flowers, 
and  which  in  fome  fort  refemble  the  feed-veffel  of  our  common  plantain. 
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.When  the  flowers  fall  off,  the  fruit  which  is  called  the  cocoa-nut,  are  in 
great  numbers  affixed  to  the  fame  branches  ;  they  grow  to  the  fize  of  a 
boy’s  head,  and  are  at  firft  full  of  a  fine  pleafant  limpid  water,  which  gra¬ 
dually  grows  thicker,  and  at  length  hardens  to  a  firm  nut. 

The  Indians  make  boats,  conftrudt  the  frames  of  their  houfes,  and  make 
rafters,  of  the  body  of  the  tree;  and  by  fplitting  the  centre  fibre  of  the 
leaf,  and  weaving  the  pinnae  together,  they  cover  or  thatch  them  alfo,  by 
which  they  effectually  keep  out  the  wet,  even  in  the  rainy  feafon.  They 
likewife  make  mats  and  bafkets  of  the  leaves  fplit  lengthways.  They  cut 
off  a  branch,  or  two,  of  the  fiower-ftalk,  and  hang  to  the  frump  of  it  an 
earthen  pot,  in  which  they  collect  every  day,  from  half  a  pint  to  a  quart 
of  Toddy ;  this  looks  like  clear  whey,  and  when  frefh,  being  fweet  and  grate¬ 
fully  acid,  is  extremely  pleafant  :  if  kept,  it  eafily  ferments,  and  then  it 
is  ufed  by  the  baker  in  fermenting  his  dough  for  bread.  Good  Arrac  is 
diftilled  from  this  fermenting  juice,  and  alfo  that  fiery,  Angle  and  Ample 
diftilled  fpirit,  called  Fool,  with  which  our  feamen  were  too  frequently  in¬ 
toxicated. 

The  nut,  when  thoroughly  ripe,  is  thin,  and  of  a  yellowifh  colour.  The 
coat  or  hufk  of  the  fhell,  is  compofed  of  a  large  quantity  of  ftrong  fibres 
folded  from  end  to  end,,  and  is  two  or  three  inches  thick.  .  With  thefe 
fibres,  after  foaking  them  feme  time  in  water,  they  make  cables  and 
cordage  even  for  their  largeft  fhips ;  and  yarns  alfo,  which  are  ufed  in 
the  conftruftion  of  their  fhips,  boats,  houfes,  &c.  thefe  they  call  Kiar- 
Tarns ,  as  the  firft  is  called  Kiar -Cables.  To  attempt  to  enumerate  all  the 
feveral  forts  of  yarns,  would  be  endlefs ;  it  is  fufficient  to  fay,  that  nails 
are  feldorn  made  ufe  of  in- any  of  the  country  people’s  buildings,  and  that 
in  their  ftead  ropes  and  yarns  are  fubftituted.  The  Ihells  of  the  nut,  ferve 
for  bottles,  cups,  glafies,  lamps,  &c.  and  at  la’ft  they  make  of  them  lamp¬ 
black  for  painting. 

The  contents  of  the  fhell  in  its  firft  ftage  is  .drank  as  a  pleafant,  cool¬ 
ing,  refreffiing  beverage ;  in  its  riper  ftate,  it  is  ufed  to  fatten  hogs,  eaten  as 
a  part  of  the  natives  diet,  and  put  as  a  thickner  in  all  their  curries :  by  heat¬ 
ing  it  gently  over  the  fire  a  large  quantity  of  oil  is  alfo  extrafted,  with 
which  the  natives  rub  their  hair,  and  fay  that  it  makes  it  black,  andfome- 
times  they  make  ufe  of  it  in  their  diet.  This  oil  has  no  difagreeable  fmell 
or  tafte,  and  I  do  not  doubt,  but  if  procured  by  expreffion,  it  would  be  ex¬ 
ceedingly  good. 

After  breaking  the  fhells  and  expofing  the  kernel  for  fome  time  to  the 
fun,  they  procure  a  ftill  larger  quantity  of  oil,  but  which  is  of  a  coarfer 
kind  than  the  former ;  this  they  ule  in  lamps,  and  for  their  common  fervices. 
When  the  tree  is  cut  by  accident,  or  blown  down,  the  rudiments  of  the. 
leaves  which  nature  had  in  ftore  for  the  enfuing  year,  are  found  to  be  of 
Nnn  a  conic 


a  conic  Chape,  and  when  cut  tranfverfely,  appear  like  the  folds  in  a  hard 
cabbage,  though  not  fo  thick this  is  brought  to  the  table  in  thin  dices,, 
and  taftes  like  young  almonds  or  filberds. 

Brabb,  fo  called  at  Bombay,  Palmira,  on  the  Coaft ;  and; 

Tall,  at  Bengal. 

This,  grows  much  in  the  fame  manner  as  the  cocoa-nut  tree,  though,  I 
think,  .  in  general,  fomewhat  taller.  The  veftigia  of  the  leaves  of  former 
years  remain  longer  on  this  than  on  the  cocoa-nut  tree,  and  when  the  tree 
is  1 8  or  20  feet  high,  make  it  look  as  if  it  was.  covered  with  fcales.. 
The  fibres  of  the- wood  are  rigid,  as  thofe  of  the  cocoa-nut  are  tough 
the  ftalks  of  the  leaves  grow  out  in  the  fame  manner,  and  are 
all  as  thick  at  the  bafe,  but  they  are  naked  fix  feet  or  more  from 
the  bafe.  The  leaf  grows  round  its  own  end,  like  a  fan  from  its  centre,, 
and  being  doubly  inferred  into  the  end  of  the  footftalk,  it  appears  open, 
almoft  to  a  circle  ;  the  leaves  grow  together  thus,  for  two-thirds  of  their: 
length,  then  they  feparate,  and  each  duplicate  of  the  leaf  goes'  gradually  to 
a  point,  which  makes  each  leaf  appear  like  the  rays  painted  round  the 
fun,  or  the  heads  of  Romijh  faints,  fpreading  four  feet  in  diameter :  but 
the  aggregate  of  leaves  form,  a  head  on  the  tree,  in  the  fame  manner  as  on 
the  cocoa-nut.  ■  The  flower  ftalk  appears  like  that  of  the  cocoa-nut,  but 
is  fomewhat  thicker.  The  fruit  is.' as  big  as  the  fruit  of  that  tree,  but 
the  hulk  is  not  fo  fibrous,  and  lightly  divided  into  three  lobes,  in  each  of 
which  is  a  Angle  fruit,  of  an  oval  form,  as  big  as  an  hen’s  egg,  and  when 
ripe  as  fubftantial  as  a  chefnut;  thefe  are  eaten  by  the  poor,,  and  the  na¬ 
tives  feed  hogs,  with  ■  them,  but,  before  they  are  in  a  ftate  of  maturity,, 
there  is,  as  I  was  told,  a  jelly-like  fubftance  round  the  kernel  which  is 
eaten  particularly  by  the  rich.  The  body  of  the  tree,  is  converted  to  the 
like  ufes  as  the  cocoa-nut,  and  is  of  a  ftronger  contexture,  the  Palmira  rafters 
being  efteemed  fufficiendy  ftrong  for  the  befthoufes  on  the  Coromandel  coaft. 
The  flower-ftalk  or  ftalks  are  cut  for  the  extraftion  of  Poddy,  in  the  fame, 
manner  as  are  thofe  of  the  cocoa-nut  tree-,  th t  Poddy  of  the  Palmira,  is  held 
in  (till  higher  eftimation,  than  that  of  the  cocoa-nut  tree,  and  from  this 
extrafted  juice,  a  fugar  is  made,  which  is  finer  and  better  than  that  made.- 
from  the  juice  of  the  fugar-cane..  . 

Date  Tree. 

This  tree  grows  much  in  the  fame  manner,  though  not  fb  high,  as  the- 
two  former,  only  that  the  veftigia  of  the  leaves  of  fome  former  years  remain 
longer  on  this,  than  on.  the  other  trees,  and  almoft  always  give  to  the  tree  a 
icaly-like  appearance :  the  leaves  grow  out  of  the  bead  in  the  fame  manner  as 
they  do  from  the  others.  The  main  fibre  is- full  as  long  as  the  cocoa-nut’s, 
but  much  fmaller,  fince  it  feldom  exceeds  two  inches  in  diameter.  The 
fide  pinna:  are  not  above  four  inches,  long,  they  are  inferred  doubly  into  the 
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bafe,  where  they  touch  each  other,  but  are  far  afunder  at  their  points,  which 
are  hard :  the  duplicate  of  the  bafe  of  the  leaves  is  continued  along  the 
mam  fibre,  fo  that  it  appears  fomewhat  alated.  The  flower  is  like  the  former, 
but  more  ramous :  the  fruit  are  very  numerous,  their  lhape  almoft  every 
body  is  acquainted  with,  and  it  is  well  known  that  they  make  a  great  part 
of  the  diet  of  the  inhabitants  of  Arabia,  and  part  of  Perfia ,  but  not  to  fo 
great  a  degree  as  Pomet  has  related.  The  numerous  fruit  on  the  trees  in 
the  Penmfula  of  India  are  never  perfectly  ripe,  although  the  trees  are  in 
great  abundance  there. 


Arica  Tree. 

This  has  been  fully  defcribed  in  the  184th  page  of  this  work.  I  lhall  only 
add,  that  it  is  a  fine  (lender  tree,  and  grows  in  much  the  fame  manner  as 
the  date,  &c. 


Bonana  and  Plantain  Trees. 

Thefe  grow  fo  much  alike,  and  the  fruit  only  differing  in  fize,  that  it  is 
needlefs  to  make  a  diftinftion  ;  they  are  alfo  in  many  places  commonly  con¬ 
founded  one  with  the  other.  Generally  the  Bonana,  fruit  is  the  fmalleft,  and 
of  a  round  form,  whereas  the  Plantain  is  angular;  there  are  of  them  from 
three  inches  in  length,  and  one  in  diameter,  to  eight  inches  long,  and  two 
.and  a  quarter  diameter,  but  the  larger  fort  are  coarfe.  Tn  general,  when 
ripe,  they  are  of  a  fine  yellow  colour  ;  yet  fome  are  green,  and  others  of 
a  bright  red,  efpecially  the  Tanjourine  Plantains,  which  are  held  in  the 
higheft  eftimation.  The  Plantain  tree  is  not  fo  tali  as  the  cocoa-nut  or 
Brabb,  and  thick  pedicles  furround  each  other  at  their  bafe,  and  continue 
that  appearance  to  the  diftance  of  fix,  eight,  and  ten  feet,  when  they  fpread, 
■but  then  the  pedicle  is  contratted,  and  forms  the  middle  rib  of  the  leaf, 
which  leaf  is  fix  or  eight  feet  long,  and  18  inches  wide,  of  a  beautiful  green 
colour,  and  entire,  but  eafiiy  to  be  fplitted  crofsways';  the  natives  fplit 
them,  in  order  to  make  of  the  leaf,  dilhes  and  plates  for  putting  their 
boiled  rice  upon.  (The  leaf  is  alfo  ufed  for  dreffing  blitters  with,  in  the 
Weft  Indies.)  The  flower  grows  out  from  the  centre  of  the  leaves  on  a  very 
'long  ftalk,  whjch  is  as  thick  as  a  large  man’s  wrift,  of  a  deep  purple 
colour,  a  conic  lhape,  and  aboufeio  inches  in  length;  when  this  appears, 
you  fee  the  fruit  furrounding  the  ftalk  in  great  numbers;  1500  of  great 
and  fmall  fruit,  have  been  feen  .on  one  ftalk,  but  not  more  than  100  in  ge¬ 
neral  come  to  perfection. 


Banian  Tree. 

Although  this  tree  hath  already  been  taken  notice  of  in  page  199,  I  lhall 
here  prefent  to  the  reader,  a  more  particular  defcription  or  it. 
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This  is  the  Indian’s  facred  tree,  but  they  do  not,  as  is  commonly  fup- 
pofed,  pay  adoration  to  it :  the  root  fpreads  a  great  way  ;  the  bark  is  a  red- 
difh  brown;  the  wood  is  white  and  fpungy;  the  tree  grows  to  a  prodigious 
height,  and  its  branches  fpread  a  great  way.  The  limbs  drop  down  fibres, 
which  take  root,  and  become  another  tree,  united  by  its  branches  to  the 
firft,  and  fo  continue  to  do  until  the  many  trees  cover  a  great  extent  of 
ground  :  the  arches  which  thofe  different  flocks  make,  are  gothic,  and  as 
before  obferved,  fomewhat  like  thofe  we  fee  in  Weftminjier  Abbey-,  the  flocks 
not  being  Angle,  but  appearing  as  if  compofed  of  many  ftock.s,  are  of  a 
great  circumference.  There  is  a  certain  folemnity  accompanying. thofe  trees  ; 
nor  do  I  remember  that  I  was  ever  under  the  cover  of  any  of  them,  but 
that  my  mind  was  at  the  time  impreffed  with  a  reverential  awe  !  The  leaves 
are  of  a  bright,  fhining  green  colour,  flefhy,  ova],  and  about  fix  inches 
long.  The  fruit  is  a  fig,  but  of  what  kind  I  cannot  fay;  it  was  with  dif¬ 
ficulty  I  favv  thofe  which  grow  on  that  fpecie^  of  the  Banian,  called  the 
little  Banian  tree,  (mentioned  in  the  marginal  note,  page  199,  whofe  fibres 
had  not  entered  the  ground,  and  formed  other  trees)  on  account  that  the 
birds  eat  them  almofl:  as  foon  as  they  appear. 

I  know  of  no  quality  this  tree  has  in  medicine,  but  have  been  told,  that 
-the  dropping  fhoots,  when  young  and  tender,  and  boiled  in  milk  with 
the  flower  of  the  cocoa-nut  tree,  is  a  cure  for  a  Gonorrhoea. 

Little  Banian, 

This  is  a  very  lalrge  fpreading  tree.  I  have  feed  them  20  feet  round 
the  flock,  which  carried  the  appearance  of  being  many  flocks  clofely  united. 
The  outer  bark  is  of  a  whitiih,  the  inner  is  fpungy  and  of  a  reddifh  brown 
colour.  Shoots  drop  from  the  branches,  and  look  as  if  they  were  defigned 
to  touch  the  ground,  and  take  root,  in  order  to  form  another  body,  but  I 
never  faw  that  they  did  fo.  The  leaf  is  of  a  deep  fhining  green  above,  but 
very  pale  below,  and  highly  ribbed  on  the  upper  fide;  it  emits  a  milky 
juice.  The  flowers  I  could  never  find,  but  I  imagine  they  are  the  fame 
as  thofe  of  the  common  fig.  The  fruit  is  a  fig  of  the  fize  of  a  finall  hazel 
nut,,  of  a  pale  flefli  colour,  fpotted  with  a  deep  purple.  This  tree  grows 
all  over  India,  and  was  curforily  mentioned  in  my  note  made  at  Gom¬ 
broon. 


Poon  Tree. 

This  tree,  grows  very  tall  and  -flrait ;  the  bark  is  greyifh  ;  the  wood  light, 
but  tolerably  ftrong ;  it  is  frequently  ufed  for  mails;  but  unlefs  great  care 
is  taken  to  keep  the  wet  from  the  ends  of  it,  it  foon  rots.  1  meafured  one 
of  thofe  trees  in  Maham  wood  on  the  ifland  of  Bombay ,  which  though 
but  14.  inches  in  diameter  near  the  ground,  yet  was  full  5.0  feet  high, 
and  gradually  taper.  On  and  near  the  top,  on  the  feveral  branches, 
5  grow 
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grow  the  leaves,  which  are  long  and  {lender,  feven  on  'each  petiole  in 
a  ftellated  form,  and  affixed  by  ffiort  pedicles.  The  flowers  which  this  tree 
produces,  I  have  not  'feen.  The  fruit  is  in  a  hard  pod,  opening  in  two  of 
its  convex  iides,  lhaped  like  a  pear,  but  only  a  little  flatted ;  it  is  five 
inches  long,  of  a  fine  crimfon  colour,  containing  two  rows  of  circular 
flatted  feeds,  as  big  as  a  boy’s  marbles,  and  of  a  crimfon  colour. 

Red  Wood  Tree. 

This  grows  'to  near  30  feet  in  height,  it  is  full  of  ftiort  branches  arifing 
from  the  very  root.  The  bark  is  red,  and  of  an  aftringent  tafte-,  the  leaves 
are  finning,  and  thick  like  our  bay,  oval,  and  about  three  inches  long.  The 
flower  has  efcaped  my  notice.  The  fruit  is  yellow,  of  the  fize  and  Ihape  of 
a  very  fmall  olive,  pulpy,  very  Iweet,  and  obtains  a  milky  juice.  The 
Hone  is  large  for  the  fize  of  the  fruit,  and  of  a  deep  brown  colour;  the 
kernel  white,  and  tailing  the  fmallelt  bit  of  it  naufeates  the  ftomach. 

Tulip  Tree,  called  Bendar. 

■  The  branches  of  this  tree  may  eafily  be  cut  into  a  fine  thick,  fpreading 
head,  and  it  naturally  fpreads  a  great  deal.  It  is  planted  by  the  European 
gentlemen  in  India,  for  forming  .their  fhady  walks.  The  bark  of  it  is  brown, 
the  leaves  are  pretty  large,  and  undulated,  with  a  long  flender  point  at  the 
end.  The  flowers  are  like  tulips  in  Ihape,  though  the  corolla  are  not  fo 
flefny  as  thofe  of  the  tulip,  and  are  often  curled  on  their  upper  part :  fome 
are  of  a  yellow,  fome  of  a  red  colour  only,  but  mofb  of  them  are  varie¬ 
gated.  The  feed-vefiel  is  a  round  pod,  a  little  pointed,  not  very  hard,  and 
divided  lightly  into  three  lobes,  which  contain  a  fmall  black  feed  of  a  cot¬ 
ton-like  fubftance. 


Euphorbium.  . 

On  the  ifland  of  Ceylon ,  this  tree  grows  to  a  tolerable  fize,  and  is  to  be 
found  in  great  plenty.  The  bark  Is'  grey,  wood  white,  and  pretty  firm ; 
all  the  fmaller  limbs  and  branches,  which  are  very  numerous,  arecompofed 
of  triangular,  flefhy,  folid,  deep  green  fubftances,  each  about  three  inches 
long,  affixed  to  the  ends  of  each  other,  where  they  are  fmaller  than-  in  the 
middle :  at  the  joints,  there  come  out  oppofite  to  each  other,  fometimes 
four  very-  fmall  flefhy  leaves,  and  little  red  fibres,  which  are  all  the  ap¬ 
pearances  of  flower  or  fruit  that  I  have  ever  feen.  The  joints  near  the  flock 
of  the  tree,  are  much  thicker  and  longer  than  the  others,  and  fometimes 
near  the  extremity  of  the  branches,  they  are  a  little  flatted.  The  branches 
fpread  a  great  deal,  and  the  whole  and  every  part  of  the  tree  yield  a  large 
quantity  of  a  cauftic  milky  juice,  which  foon  grows  tough  and  ropy  like  bird¬ 
lime,  clogging  up  the  wound  you  made  in  the  tree  to  let  it  out,  and  foon 
hardening  to  the  Gum-EufhorUum  of  the  fliops,  I  could  not  find  that  any 
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of  the  trees  yielded  the  EuphorUum  fpontaneoully,  and  all  the  gum  juice 
that  at  any  time  was  found  about  the  ftem  of  the  tree,  might  eaftly  be 
traced  as  corning  from  a  wound. 

In  all  the  other  parts  of  India  except  Ceylon ,  I  never  faw  any  part  of  the 
tree  that  was  woody,  but  the  plant  from  the  very  ground  was  compofed,  of 
rhofe  late  mentioned  joints.  At  Bombay ,  and  fome  other  places,  there  is  a 
fpecies  of  it,  which  the  natives  plant  around  their  fields  and  gardens,  and 
which  grows  three  or  four  feet  high  ;  this  is  of  a  yellowifh  colour,  and.  as 
thick  as  a  large  man’s  wrift,  fquare,  but  as  it  were  a  little  twifted  ;  on  the 
.angles  grow  very  numerous  Iharp  fpines,  and  round  thole  fpines  very  fmall 
leaves  and  flowers,  fuch  as  are  between  the  joints  of  the  fort  before  de- 
fcribed;  the  juice  of  this,  is  of  the  lime  kind  as  that  of  the  other 
fort.  ■  -  '  * 

Milky  Hedge. 

This  is  rather  a  fhrub,  which  they  plant  for.  hedges  on  the  coafl:  of 
Coromandel  ;  the  root  of  it  grows  in  all  diredions,  and  is  woody.  In  thefe 
hedges  the  Items  are  not  to  a  great  degree  woody,  but  where  they  are  fo, 
then  the  bark  is  grey  and  cracked,  the  wood  white,  and  pretty  folid.  The 
whole  fhrub  grows  very  bufhy,  with  ribmerous  ered  branches,  which  are 
.compofed  of  cylindrical  joints,  as  thick  as  a  tobacco  pipe,  of  a  green 
colour,  and  from  three  to  fix  inches  long;  the  joints  are.  thicker  than  the 
other  parts,  but  upon  any  accidental  violence,  the  plant  always  breaks  firft 
at  thofe  joints,  and  then  it  yields  an  excefiive  cauflic  milk,  which  prevents 
•  any  human  being  going  through  the  hedge,  for  it  blifters  whatever  part 
of  the  fkin  it  touches,  yet  I  have  feen  buffaloes  and  goats  to  eat  of  it. 
When  the  joints  are  broken  off  at  each  end,  the -tube  then  contains  but  very 
little  of  this  milk,  with  which  I  once  ventured  to  touch  my  tongue, 
and  found  it  a  little  fweet.  At  Bombay,  it  grows  to  the  Gze  of  a  fmall  tree, 
and  the  wood  is  greatly  valued  there  for  burning  to  charcoal  for  the  fineft 
gunpowder.  As  to  the  great  medicinal  virtues  which  it  is  luppofed  to 
contain,  it  will  be  neceffary,  in  ordef’to  convey  an  idea  of  them,  to  relate 
the  ftory  that  gave  rife  to  its  fame. 

There  was  in  my  time  a  poor  Portugueze  widow  woman,  who  was  the 
oldeft  female  of  her  family,  and  had  wrought  furprifing  cures  in  the 
moft  inveterate  venereal  diforders,  many  of  which  had  been  pronounced  by 
all  other  praditioners,  even  European  phyficians,  as  incurable  ;  thefe  noto¬ 
rious, fads  had  induced  ..the  company’s  fervants,  and  particularly  their  fur- 
geons,  to  offer  a  very  confiderable  premium  to, the.  woman,  for  a  difcovery 
of  her  medicine,  but  fhe  always  refufed  to  comply,  affigning  for  her 
reafon,  that  while  it  was  a  fecrer,  it  was  a  certain  provifion  for  the  main¬ 
tenance  of  the  family,  as  well  in  the  prefent  as  in  future  generations.  On 
account  of  this,  denial,  our  furgeons,  when  a  particular  cafe  has  been  under 
her  management,  have  been  at  the  expence  to  have  her  motions  with¬ 
out 
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out  doors  carefully  watched,  and  as  they  were  not  able  to  difcover 
that  ,  (he  ever  gathered  of  any  other  plant  or  tree  but  this,  they  conjec¬ 
ture  that  ic  is  the  juice  thereof,  with  which  (he  performs  her  extraordinary 
cures. 

I  interrogated  feveral  of  the  black  doftors,  who  all  agreed  that  it 
will  cure  the  Lues  Venerea,  but  differed  as  to  the  manner  of  adminiftring 
it ;  fome  faying  that  a  joint  of  ic  fhould  be  eaten  every  morning,  others 
that  the  milk  only  fhould  be  dropped  on  fugar,  and  then  put  into  milk, 
oil,  &c.  and  given  daily  to  the  patient. 

'  Jallap  Plant. 

The  root  grows  perpendicularly,  of  the  fhape  and  fize  of  a  carrot,  tough, 
black  without,  and  white  within.  The  plant  is  robuft,  and  fhrubby,  and 
is  planted  in  the  EafiJndian  gardens  for  borders  to  their  partitions,  and  is 
cut  like.  our.  box  or  quickfet  hedges.  The  flowers  are  the  Belle  de  tiuif  of 
our  gardens  ;  they  grow  in  great  numbers  on  the  plant,  and  are  of  various 
colours.  The  feed  remain  after  the  falling  off  of  the  flower,  naked,  Angle, 
and  of  the  fize,  colour,  ihape,  and  ftrufture  of  a  large  pepper  corn. 
Twice  the  quantity  given  by  us  for  a  dofe  of  our  Jallap,  is  required  in 
general  of  this,  but  as  it  grows  wild, in  fome  parts  of  India,  an  equal  quan¬ 
tity  of  that  wild  fort  is  fufficient,. 


D  o  u. 

The  root  is  perpendicular  and  woody,  throwing  off  fome  lateral  fibres^. 
The  plant  grows  in  height  to  eight  feet,  and  is  ihrubby.  The  leaves  are 
of  a  pale  green,  and  fomewhat  woolly,  but- do  not  grow  very  thick  on  the 
plant.  The  flowers,  are  yellow,  and  of  the  fhape  of  our  pea-bloffoms :  the 
pod  and  feed  refemble  our  pea-pods  and  peas,  and  thefe  feed  are  fplit, 
and  uied  as  peafe,  and  next  to  rice,  are  the  principal  part  of  the  Indian  lea- 
men’s  food. 


Mungoose  Plant,  or  Cass-unba. 

The  root  grows  perpendicularly,  and  throws  off  fome  fibres  ;  it  is  fmall 
and  woody.  The  plant  is  ereft,  the  lower  part  of  it  naked  and  woody  ; 
the  upper  part  divides  into  many  branches,  in  proportion  to  the  goodnefs 
of  the  foil:  it  grows  about  two  feet  high,  2nd  fpreads  much,  when  in 
a  rich  foil.  The  flowers  are  yellow,  and  like  the  pea-flower,  they  grow 
on  fpikes,  and  at  a  diftance  make  a  fhowy  appearance.  The  pods  are  very 
narrow,  and  about  fix  inches- long,  containing  feveral  fmall  feeds.  The- 
whole  plant  yields-  a  naufeous  difagreeable  fmell.  The  root,  is  what  the- 
Mungoofe  (a  brown  animal  of  the  ferret  kind,  an  enemy  .to  Drake's,  rats,  and 
mice)  retires  to  when  wounded  by  the  Covra  Capella,  which  he  digs  for, 
7  and 
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and  eats  fome  of,  and  then  returns  to  the  fight,  and  generally  kills  his 
antagonist  Thefe  circumftances  I  cannot  fay  I  ever  faw,  but  received 
the  account  from  perfons  of  undoubted  credit. 

Mulberry  Tree.  .  .  ^ 

This  tree  refembles  thofe  of  the  fame  fpecies  in  England ,  but  the  fruit 
is  much  fmaller  in  India,  than  in  Europe. 

Conissik, 

Is  a  flhrub,  which  grows  like  a  currant  bu(h  on  Malabar  hill,  in  Bombay. 
The  roots  run  horizontal' in  the  ground,  and,  if  broken,  emit  a  little 
milky  juice  :  the  ,.bark  of  the  root  is  a  fine  bitter,  and  fomewhat  of  an 
aromatic  tafte.  A  decodtion  of  it  is  given  with  fuccefs  in  fluxes.  This  bark 
is  rougher,  and  not  of  fo  deep  a  brown  colour,  as  that  which  is  commonly 
called  at  Bombay  the  Coniffie- bark,  at  Telticherry  the  Congerie- bark,  and  by 
the  late  Mr.  Swan,  Cort  depalla-,  which  is. a  thin,  dark  brown  bark,  with  a 
whitilh  mofs  on  it,  a  fcruple.'of  which  is  given,  every  evening  as  an  excellent 
medicine  in  confirmed  dyfenteric  fluxes,  as  well  as  in  agues,  and  which  is 
laid  to  be  taken  from  a  large  tree,  the  .  common  fupporter  of  the  pepper 
about  Eellicberry ,  as1  mentioned  in  page  rg  i  :  the  leaves  of.  which  tree  are 
oval  and  indented,  and  the  fruit  are  like  an.  orange  in.  fhape  and  colour. 

Dodtor  Hill  mentions  the  Malabar,  ears  as  the  fruit  of  the  tree,  from 
which  he  fuppofes  the  Coniffie- bark  to  be  taken  ;  but  the  bark  yielding  thofe 
ears  has  little  or  no  tafte,  as  will  hereafter  appear ;  what  it  has,  is  neareft  to 
that  of  the  liquorice  root. 

After  all,  the  indefatigable  Mr.  Ihomas  was of  opinion,  that  the  Coniffie, 
which  grows  on  Malabar  hill  at  Bombay,  is  the  very  Ihrub  from  which  that 
excellent  bark,  mentioned  in  the  preceding  part  of  this  work,  is  taken,  and 
he  believed  that  Eon  Diego  the  Portuguefe  dodtor  at  Bombay  (by  whom  we 
ufed  to  be  iupplied  with  it,  and  as  he  pretended  from  Eellicberry )  deceived 
us  in  the  accounts  he  gave  concerning  it.  Mr.  Ihomas' s  words  are: 
“  It  grows  on  Malabar  hill,  though  Diego  endeavoured  as  much  as  poffible 
to  hide  it  from  you  and  me,  but  I  once  faw  Tome  of  the  branches  of  the 
Ihrub  with  the  ufeful  bark  on  it,  by  accident  in  his  {hop,  and  afterwards 
found  the  ihrub  on  that  hill,  the  whole  of  which  affords  a  milky  juice. 
Diego  fays,  that  he  gives  the  Congerie  or  Tellicberry  bark  (he  chofe  not  to 
fay  the  Coniffie)  in  intermittents  only,  and  that  it  anfwers  as  well  as  the 
Jefnits  bark  ;  but  from  experience  you  and  I  know  that  it  anfwers  alfo  in 
old  fluxes,  and  its  virtues  are  well  known  to  every  practitioner  in  India,  as 
well  as  to  many  in  Europe.” 


Codagi 
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Cod  ag  1  Palli,  called  by  Mr.  Swan  Cort  de  Pall  a. 

This  is  a  fmall  tree,  or  very  large  fhrub.  The  bark  is  of  a  dufky  white 
without,  and  white  with  a  greenifli  caft  within,  (it  grows  at  St.  Thomas's 
Mount  near  Fort  St.  George) ;  the  leaves  prefent  themlelves  on  the  branches 
in  pairs,  and  are  at  the  diftance  of  four  inches  from  each  other ;  they 
grqw  with  fhort  pedicles,  are  of  an  oblong  form,  pointed,  and  of  a  .fine 
grafly  green  colour.  The  flowers  I  never  faw.  The  feed-vefleis  grow  from, 
a  {hallow  Cup,  on  a  footftalk  of  three  inches;  they  are  double,  14  inches 
long,  green,  fmooth,  and  as  thick  as  a  fwan’s  quill :  when  ripe,  they  are 
black,  and  longitudinally  furrowed,  fometimes  forming  nearly  a  circle,  fome- 
times  an  ellipfis,  at  other  times  they  are  nearly  parallel,  but  always  touching 
at  their  ends,  and  at  their  ends  only.  From  their  fliape  they  are  called  Ma- 
labar-ears,  on  account  of  the  refemblance  they  bear  to  the  ears  of  the  women 
on  the  Malabar  coaft,  which  from  the  large  flit  made  in  them,  and  the 
great  weight  of  ornamental  rings  put  into  them,  are  rendered  very  large,  and  fo 
long  as  that  they  fometimes  touch  the  very  fhoulders.  Thefe  veflfels  have 
brown  feeds,  of  the  fliape  of  our  oats,  contained  in  a  fine  fibrous  filky  fub- 
ftar.ce  of  a  pale  colour.  I  could  not  find  that  the  bark  is  at  all  uled,  and 
what  Dr.  Hill ,  and  the  author,  have  before  called  Codagi  Pattis,  is  the  bark 
of  a  large  timber-tree  with  indented  leaves,  on  the  Malabar  coaft,  commonly 
named  the  Congerie  bark.  The  feeds  however  are  ufed  as  carminatives, 
and  on  the  coaft  of  Malabar  are  highly  valued  for  their  medicinal  virtue  in 
the  cure  of  fluxes,  for  which  end  they  chew  a  few  of  them  morning  and 
.evening. 

B  e  e  -t  l  e. 

This  is  a  volubilis,  and  is  fupported  on  flicks,  like  French  beans,  and 
■runs  1.2  feet  high  ;  the  leaf  is  fleihy,  and  of  a  pleafant  green  ;  its  ufes  have 
been  related  in  p.  184  and  elfewhece. 

Tamarind. 

This  tree  is  very  large,  and  has  been  well  defcribed  by  Dr.  Hill. 

Mussendell. 

The  root  is  fibrous,  perpendicular  and  woody.  The  ftalks  grow  double 
from  the  root,  are  woody  and  tough,  with  a  thin  brown  bark  over 
the  green:  the  leaves  grow  in  pairs,  are  foft,  of  a  bright  green,  whitilh 
above,  and  hoary  below :  the  flowers  grow  on  umbels  in  the  alas  of  the 
■leaves  near  the  top  of  the  branches. 

Talmoolie. 

The  root  is  like  a  radilh,  but  fmaller;  brown  on  the  outfide,  and  accom¬ 
panied  with  many  fmaller  roots,  from  which  grow  the  leaves.  I  have  never 
.feen  any  flower  or  fruit  on  them 

O  o  0  Agnus 
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Agnus  Castus."  .  - 

This  grows  to  a  fmall  tree,  it  is  well-  defcribed  by  D r.  Hill,  its  leaves 
are  ufed  in  difcutient  fomentations. 

Cinnamon  Tree. 

This  grows  only  in  Ceylon-,  ,it  will  increafe.to  a  very  large  tree,  but  when 
large,  the  bark  is  of  no  u-fe  (as  it  grows  very  thick  and  fpungy)  except 
when  they  diftil  it  for  its  oil,  or  for.  cordial  waters,  of  which  daft  the  Dutch 
have  great  variety,  and  very  fine.  The  bark  of  the  branches  is  the  firft  year 
of  an  elegant  green,  and  almoft  tranfparentk  .  The  fecond  year  it  is  brown  ; 
the  third,  they  take  it  off  for  cinnamon.  That  the  root  of  an  old  tree  pro¬ 
duces  camphire,  has  already  been  noticed.  The  natives  make  an  oil  from 
the  fruit,  which  fruit  is  hard,  and  has  the  appearance  of  old  caftile  foap, 
and  when  fcraped  yields  an  agreeable  fragrancy.  The  Dutch  are  very 
careful  that  no  cinnamon  or  oil  be  carried  from  the  ifland  by  foreigners, 
and  cinnamon  fells  in  any  Dutch  fettlement  in  India  for  two  dollars  per  lb. 

Glantiguka  or  Gocrow. 

This  is  a  handfome  plant,  grows  16  inches  high,  the  root  ftrikes  perpen¬ 
dicular  into  the  ground,  is  yellow,  and  throws  off  fome  loofe  fibres;  the 
ftalk  is  Angle,  ereft  and  fucculent,  but  foon  divides  and  fubdivides  into 
a  number  of  branches  which  are  alfo  green  and  fucculent.  The  leaves  are 
of  a  pale  but  pleafant  green,  fomewhat  thick.  The  flowers  are  yellow,  and 
campaniform  ;  they  grow  in  the  alsof  the  leaves,  and  at  the  divifion  of  the 
branches  ;  the  fruit  is  only  a  hufk,  which  contains  one  ftellated  feed,  whole 
points  are  very  fbarp,  and  when  dry  it  falls  into  feveral  pieces,  each  having 
two  fpines  ;  the  make  of  the  hufk  is  adapted  to  the  fhape  of  the  feed. 
A  fmall  branch  of  this  plant,  when  frefh,  dipped  two  or  three  times  into  a 
bafon  of  water,  changes  the  water  to  the  confluence  of  the  white  of  an  egg, 
changes  milk  to  the  thicknei's  of  rich  cream,  and  gives  to  both  a  very 
agreeable  fmell  and  tafte.  .Haifa  pint  of  this  cream  drank  every  morn¬ 
ing,  in  the  courfe  of  ro  days,  as  I,  and  Mr.  Thomas  too,  experienced  in 
our  practice,  often  cured  a  Gonorrhcea  without  the  aid  of  any  other  medi¬ 
cine  ;  the  firft  account  we  received  of  the  virtues  of  this  plant  was  from 
Dr.  Diego ,  whofe  name  has  already  occurred.  ’ 

Mr.  Thomas,  in  a  letter  he  favoured  me  with  foon  after  his  arrival 
in  England  from  India,  wrote  thus ;  “  The  mucilage  plant,  you  well  remem¬ 
ber  we  fuccefsfully  tryed  in  Gouorrhceas,  dipped  in  milk  agreeable  to  Diego’s. 
diredtions,  as  well  as  with  fome  advantage  for  diforders  in  the  breaft.  I 
muft  now  inform  you,  that  the  Indians .  uie  it  to  purify  their  foul  water. 
On  the  coaft  of  Coromandel,  where  it  grows  in  great  abundance,  they 
call  it  Glantigugla  or  Grantigugra .  At  Bomhay  Dr.  Diego  called  the  feeds 
Roufette,  and  laid  he  gave  a  decoction  of  them  to  promote  fpitting  in  a  fali- 
5  vation. 
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vation.  The  Perfees  and  Pertuguefe  women  cultivate  it  in  their  gardens, 
call  it  Gogruc,  or  Gocruc ,  and  give  itinfufed  in  wine  to  their  hufbartds,  T » 
make  back  ftrong  "  and  as  I  thought  this  intention  conveyed  an  idea  of  its 
poffeffing  a  ftyptic  quality,  I  grew  fearful  of  adminiftering  it  in  venereal, 
diforders,  but  an  incident  loon  happened  to  diflipate  my  fears,  and  to  reftore 
to  my  mind  its  former  favourable  impreflions.  A  friend  of  yours  and  mine, 
under  my  care,  who  had  been  vexed  with  an  obftinate  indurated  venereal 
Bubo,  from  which  only  a  green  fetid  difcharge  could  be  procured,  hearing 
of  the  virtues  of  this  plant,  and  being  ftruck  with  the  fimplicity  of  the  pro- 
rniled  cure,  refolved,  contrary  to  my  advice,  to  make  ufe  of  the  mucilage 
plant  in  milk,  and  truth  obliges  me  to  fay,  that  he  had  not  taken  it  more 
than  three  days  before  the  Bubo  fubfided,  the  matter  became  pure,  and  foon 
afterwards  he  was  perfectly  cured  by  this  medicine  only.” 

BtIRNO, 

Is  a  large  tree.  The  leaves  grow  in  bunches  on  the  top  of  the  branches, 
three  together,  on  a  pedicle  of  6  inches  5  they  are  foft  to  the  touch,  of  a 
bright  green,  and  which  the  natives  give  as  a  cooler  in  fevers. 

WoQLAT  CONGWILL. 

This  grows  to ’a  fmall  tree;  it  is  a  kind  of  mallows. 

NaEOE  Usitioa, 

Is  a  very  fmall  plant,  does  not  grow  erect;  the  natives  make  ule  of  it 
as  an  aftringent  in  fluxes. 


Jack  axle. 

This  grows  to  10  inches  in  height,  and  three  or  four  ftalks  come 
from  one  root;,  they  give  the  whole  plant  as  a  febrifuge. 


Sambramac. 

They  give  a  draught  of  a  decoftion  of  this  plant  byer  night  for  a 
iathsrtic.  ■  ■  .  ~ 


Palhair. 

This  has  many  lharp  fpinous  feeds,  and  is  gtvtn  in  a  Gonorrhoea . 


Chatrass. 

Dip  this  plant  in.  boiling  water  and  then  rub  tt  oft  the  tongue,  after¬ 
wards  walh  the  mouth  with  the  impregnated  water,  and  it  will  cure  ex¬ 
coriations  from  lime,  pepper, 
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PoUSRAC.  *  : 

•  Is  a  volubilis  with  blue  flowers,  and  five  feeds  in  a  bunch  that  are  lute 
the  fpice  cloves.  A  decoftion  made  of  the  plant,  it  is  faid,  will  cure  a 
Gonorrhaa. 

JuMMlE. 

'  A  decoffion  of  this  plant  is  given  to  cure  agues,  and  fevers  that  are 
attended  with  fiiiverings. 


Havisac. 

This  is  a  laxative,  given  in  decoftions  to  remove  the  effefts  of  a  debauch. 
Chadjdock.  - 

This  is  a  tree  which  grows  like  the  lemon-tree,  the  fruit  is  alfo  of  that 
kind,  grows  as  large  as  a  man’s  head,  and  is  round  ;  it  is  a  fine  pleafant 
fruit,  is  eaten  at  our  tables,  and  reckoned  as  wholefome  a  fruit  as  any  in 
India :  there  are  plenty  of  them  at  Ceylon  and  other  places,  and  they  com¬ 
monly  are  called  pumple  or  pimple-nofes. 

.  '  CoLOCYNTH. 

This  is  well  defcribed  by  Dr.  Hill.  I  have  feen  them  at  Fort  St.  David 
fpread  full  twenty  yards  in  diameter  ;  they  lie  dole  to  the  ground,  and  gene¬ 
rally  fill  the  whole  fpace  of  ground  they  run  over,  forming  an  almoft  perfect 
circle.  The  Cathartic  quality  of  this  plant  is  too  well  known  .  to  need  a 
defcription.  , 

Bonn  f.  e. 

This  is  a  robuft  ihrubby  plant,  grows  to  two  feet  in  height,  and  ramous. 
The  root  goes  perpendicularly  into  the  ground,  and  is  as  thick  as  a  fwan’s 
quill,  but  divides  below.  The  leaves  on  the  branches  are  pretty  numerous. 
The  flowers  are  of  a  fine  purple- like  our  pea-flower.  The  root  powdered 
and  mixed  with  pepper,  is  given  by  way .  of  fnuff  to  clear  the  head  when 
fluffed. 

God’s  Pipull. 

This  is  a  fhrub  which  grows,  four  feet  high  ;  its  root,  which  is'an  inch' 
in  diameter,  is  of  the  tap  kind,  of  a  reddilh  brown  on  the  outfide,  and  white 
within.  The  leaf  is  of  a  bright  green.  The  root  bruifed,  and  applied  as  a 
cataplafm,  the  natives  fay,  will' cure  pained  limbs, 

Maccumseem. 

The  root,  which  grows  like  the  liquorice,  is  as  thick  as  a  man’s  finger,, 
fibrous,  in  colour  fomewhat  grey,  but  tinged  yellow.  The  ftalk  is  round 

and 
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*nd  green.  It  grows  to  a  confiderable  height,  but  the  ftalk  is  fo  (lender 
that  it  is  not  able  to  fupport  itfelft  The  leaves  grow  three  together  on  mo> 
derately  long  pedicles ;  they  are  of  a  deep  green  colour  above,  "but  paler 
below.  The  flowers  I  have  not  feen.  The  fruit  is  a  pod,  of  the  fhape  of 
that  of  the  pea,  about  five  inches  long,  and  two  wide.  The  feeds  are 
enclofed  ip  a  double  membrane,  are  of  an  oval  Ihape,  a  little  flatted,  and 
half’ an  inch  long.  The  juice  of  the  root  is  given  in  a  dropfy, 

Racarcurry. 

This  has  a  tap  root,  which  neverthelefs  throws  off  many  fibres  that  are 
nearly  as  large  as  itfelf,  but  not  much  bigger  than  pack-thread.  The 
ftalk  grows  18  inches  high,  but  is  procumbent;  it  has  five  deep  furrows 
running  along  all  its  length  ;  the  ftalk,  which  is  of  a  green  colour,  throws 
out  many  branches.  Leaves  of  different  fliapes,  grow  from  the  branches 
on.  pedicles  of  four  inches.  At  every  joint  of  the  main  ftalk  are  two  fmall 
cordated  leaves  furrounding  it  by  their  bale,  and,  as  the  joints  are  near  each 
other,  thefe  appear  like  fquatnm®.  The  flower  is  a  fmall  bilabeated  corolla> 
I  could  find  no  ftamina  :  the  ftyle  is  pyramidal,  with  many  fine  fibres  on  the 
top  of  it.  T  he  fruit  is  a  pod  about  three  inches  long,  as  thick  as  a  crow’s 
quill,  and  ftrait,  containing  about  ten  black  feeds;  three  of  thefe  pods  grow 
from  the  top  of  every  branch.  The  juice  of  this  plant  given  with  honey, 
is  efteemed  to  be  a  great  cooler.  ' 

Harrijose. 

The  root  is  fibrous ;  the  plant  is  compofed  of  a  number  of  fquare  hollow- 
joints  four  inches  long  and  4  an  inch  wide,  of  a  deep  green  colour  ;  it 
feeks  fupport  from  bufhes  and  trees,  and  grows  pretty  long,  and  is  much 
divided.  When  near  the  ground  it  throws  out  roots  at  its  joints,  and  emits 
a  milky  juice.  .At  every  joint  is  one  leaf,  (on  fhor-t,  fucculent,  and  bright 
green  petioles)  and  a  flower.  The  flowers  are  red,  and  umbelliferous:,  but 
T  have  not  feen  them  perfeft,  The  whole  plant  is  ufed  as. a  repellent  and 
difiolvent, 

Acknok.  ' 

The  root  grows  perpendicularly,  and  is  of  the  thicknefs  of  a  crow-quill. 
The  plant  is  a  creeper,  which  throws  out  roots  at  its  joints,  and  runs  up 
trees,  to  the  height  of  12  or  14  feet.  The  leaves  are  of  a  deep  green, 
grow  regularly  at  four  inches  diftance  from  one  another.  The  juice  of  the 
plant  is  given  with  pepper  for  the  cure  of  an  anafarcous  fwelhng ;  one  table 
fpoonful  and  half  is  efteemed  to  be  a  fufiicient  quantity  for  a  purging 
dofe. 

Lajutee. 

This  is  a  pretty  little  plant  with  a  perpendicular  root  as  thick  as  a  fmall 
pack-thread,  but  which  divides.  The  ftalk  is  naked  for  about  two  inches, 
7  '  .  reddifh 
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reddifh  at  bottom,  but  woolly  above,  where  it  forms  a  kind  of  head,  and 
throws  out  above  twenty  ereft  fibres  four  inches  long,  round,  red,  and 
woolly  :  on  two  thirds  of  the  outer  ones  are  the  leaves,  of  a  fine  green  colour. 
On  the  top  of  the  remaining  third  part  of  the  fibres  are  the  flowers,  five 
on  each,  the  calyx  is  green,  corolla  yellow.  The  root  is  powdered  and 
applied  to  wounds. 


Kaoon. 

The  root  is  tuberous  and  like  ginger :  the  (talk  grows  upwards  five  feet, 
and  is  4-  of  an  inch  in  diameter,  of  a.  brownifh  green  colour,  jointed  regu¬ 
larly  at  the  diftance  of  three  inches.  The  leaves  grow  near  the  top  alter¬ 
nately,  diftant  from  each  other  three  inches ;  they  are  foft,  and  furround 
the  ftalk  at  their  bafe.  The  flower  is  compofed  of  a  few  green-coloured 
fquammse  on  the  top  of  the  ftalk.  The  fruit  is  a  triangular  pod,  which 
contains  numerous  black  angular  feeds. 

Dunqueen. 

The  root  is  as  big  as  a  goofe-quill,  goes  down  perpendicularly,  fend¬ 
ing  off  lateral  {hoots.  The  ftalk  is  round,  green,  and  of  the  thicknefs  of 
the  root,  but  foon  divides  into  five  or  fix  branches.  The  leaves  grow  at 
the  joints,  at  the  diftance  of  five  inches  from  each  other,  upon  a  petiole 
of  three  inches ;  they  are  hairy  and  of  a  deep  green  colour ;  in'  the  alas  of 
thefe  grow  the  flowers.  The  juice  of  it  allays  thirft  in  fevers. 

SOONRAGE. 

The  root  is  a  bundle  of  thick  Ihort  perpendicular  fibres.  The  ftalk  is  as 
thick  as  a  man’s  finger,  grows  ere  ft,  and  to  the  height  of  two  feet,  but 
naked  t  of  its  length,  jointed  regularly  at  the  diftance  of  one  inch.  On 
the  upper  third  joints,  the  pale  green  leaves  alternately  grow,  and  furround 
the  ftalk.  The  flowers  grow  in  fquamous  heads  on  the  top  of  every 
ftalk.  The  juice  is  given  in  fevers;  and  the  leaf  and  root  when  pounded 
is  applied  as  a  repellent  to  fwellings  in  the  groin. 

Conic  Champow. 

This  grows  to  a  tolerable  large  tree,  and  fpreads  very  much;  its  leaves 
will  difcover  it  from  every  other  tree;  they  are  of  a  pale  but  fliining  green,  and 
fix  of  them  grow  round  the  end  of  . every  branch  in  a  radiated  manner. 
When  the  leaves  fall  off,  the  part  they  broke  from  becomes  a  feparate  branch, 
at  the  end  of  which,  fix  other  fuch  leaves  {hoot  out.  In  the  center  of  thofe 
radii,  another  branch  is  produced  with  fix  more  leaves,  and  were  it  not 
for  accidents  the  tree  would  grow  regularly  tall.  The  flowers  I  have  never 
ieen.  The  fruit  confifts  of  many  long  (lender  pods,,  which  are  but  very  little 
"  thicker 
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thicker  than  pack-thread,  in  length  fix  inches ;  thefe  are  round,  and  contain 
©blong  feeds,  but  opportunity  did  not  offer  for  my  feeing  them  when  ripe. 
There  are  various  forts. of  this  fpecies  of  trees. 

Kol  Meg,  in  Bengal Creat,  in  Bombay i 

The  root  is  fibrous  and  contorted.  The  plant  grows  15  inches  high. 
The  leaves  feel  very Toft.  It  is  exceffively  bitter,  and  given  as  a  ftomachic 
and  vermifuge. 

Esurmool. 

The  root  is  long,  and  about  4  an  inch  in  diameter,  and  without  leffenihg 
its  fize  runs  like  liquorice  a  good  way  into  the  ground,  being  brown  on  the 
outfide,  and  yellow  within :  as  the  root  is  fomewhat  contorted,  plants  arife 
from  different  parts  of  it,  and  thefe  grow  fo  as  to  be  18  inches  high,  but 
as  they  are  (lender  they  require  to  be  fupported.  The  leaves  are  of  a  light 
green,  flefhy,  and  grow  but  thinly  on  the  plant.  The  root  is  powdered 
and  ufed  in  foul  ulcers  ;  but  its  moft  excellent  quality  is,  that  if  a  piece  of 
it  is  held  in  the  hand,  it  will  drive  the' covra  capella  fnakes  away  from  you 
in  great  hafte,  as  they  will  not  come  near  the  place  where  the  root  is. 

Durka  Jomp. 

The  root  is  black,  fmall,.  contorted  and  tuberous,  thickly  fet  with  nume¬ 
rous  black  rigid  fibres.  From  each  branch  of  the  root  grow  fingle,  hard, 
fquare,  black  fhining  ftalks,  naked  about  a  foot  from  .the  ground,  then  at 
every  three  inches  diftance  grow,  in  pairs,  the  leaves ;  it  rifes  to  two  feet. 
The  feeds,  I  think,  are  round  the  margin  of  the  leaf. 

Deska  .Jomp,  2d. 

The  root  confifts  of.  a  number  of  very  fine,' fmall,  black  fibres  ;  from 
thefe  grow  feveral  fine  black  fhining  ftalks,  10  or  12  inches  high,  as  thick 
as  a  pack-thread  at  bottom,  but  gradually  leflening  upwards. 

Calka  Jomp. 

The  root  is  compofed  of  a  number  of  fmall  black  rigid  fibres  from  a 
kind  of  head,  from  which  alfo  grows  the  ftalk;  this  ftalk  is  perfectly  round, 
woody  and  ftrait,  and  grows  to  14  inches  in  height;  on  the  top,  it  is  divided 
into  two  branches,  and  thofe  again  into  two  others,  on  the  top  of  which 
branches  are  the  leaves,  which  are  of  a  pleafant  green  colour.  The  three 
laft  plants  are  reckoned  to  be  great  pedorals. 

Shawlpon. 

This  grows  from  the  ground  three  feet,  but  not  quite  erecc.  The  root 
is  fmall  and  fibrous  -yet  perpendicular.  The  leaves  grow  alternately  and  are 

of 
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of  a  pale  green,  The  flower  I  have  not  feen.  The  parts  where  the  fruit 
are  produced  are  above  the  leaves.  This,  and  half  a  dozen  more  cooling 
plants  are  made  into  a  decoftton,  and  given  in  'India  as  their  greateft  febri¬ 
fuge- 


SuTTA  MuiXIE. 

The  roots  are  very  numerous ;  they  hang  from  the  bafe  of  the  plant  by 
thin  fibres,  which  graduallyjenlarge  to  the  fize  of  a  man’s  finger,  then  taper 
gradually  to  a  point,  they  are  about  eight  inches  long,  white  and  fucculent, 
eafily  dividing  lengthways.  There  is  alfb  amongft  them,  here  and  there, 
a '  fmall  fibre  which  runs  off  to  a  confiderable  diftance,  and  from  this 
grow  frefh  bundles  of  roots  which  fend  up  plants.  The  ftalks  are  of  the 
fize  of  a  fwan’s  quill,  woody  and  fpinous,  and  fome  of  them  grow  12  feet 
high,  then  come  branches  which  are  very  like  the  afparagus,  but  fpinous,  and 
are  an  inch  afunder.  Indeed  the  firft  (hoots  from  the  ground,  which  are  alfo 
fpinous,  bear  likewife  fome  refemblance  to  the  afparagus.  The  quantity 
of  roots  which  was  brought  to  me,  and  was  the  produce  of  one  original 
plant,  would  more  than  fill  a  peck  meafure,  The  juice  of  the  root 
is  given,  in  Gonorrhce^, 


Nawpetk.ee. 

This  is  a  beautiful  little  creeper,  and  fpreads  a  good  deal.  The  flower  and 
fruit  anfwer  the  character  of  Dr.  Hill’s  C oral  of  per  mum,  only  that  tire  feed 
is  a  beautiful  blue. 


Bale  Tree, 

This  grows  to  a  large  tree  and  is  fpinous  :  under  each  fpine  grow  the 
leaves,  which  are  of  a  pale  green.  It  bears  fruit,  fome  of  which  are  as  big 
as  a  boy’s  head;  when  ripe  they  are  of  a  greenifh  yellow  ;  the  fkin  is  very 
thin,  and  fmells  like  a  citron,  under  which  is  a  hard  woody  fhell  4  of  an 
inch  thick,  full  of  a  fine  pulp,  of  an  high  flavour,  and  which  is  efteemed  to 
be  very  nutritive ;  in  this  are  very  bitter  feeds  covered  with  a  fine  balfamic 
fubftance,  of  the  colour  and  confidence  of  Venice  turpentine.  The  whole 
when  dry  is  red  and  granulated,  and  given  on  the  Coromandel  coaft  in  the 
jaft  ftage  of  a  fever,  and  is  called  Billapatree, 

D00MAR. 

This  is  a  fmall  tree,  or  rather  Ihrub,  growing  in  hedges,  or  out  of  walls; 
the  bark  is  grey  and  rough.  The  leaves  are  of  a' pale  green  ;  the  upper  part 
of  the  leaf  is  paler  than  the  under  part,  the  latter  is  very  harfh  and  rough. 
The  fruit  is  a  yellow  fig  of  the  fize  of  our  fig  in  Europe.  It  grows  all 
over  India,  and  on  the  coaft  of  Malabar  they  ufe  the  leaf  to  polifti  their 
Black-wood.' 


Scar- 
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Scarlet  Fig. 

.This  is  a  very  fpreading  tree,  the  branches  generally  growing  in  a  cir¬ 
cular  manner  as  if  cut  by  art,  the  under  part  of  the  limbs  making  almoft  . 
a  plane  at  the  diftance  of  io  or  12  feet  from  the  ground,  affording  fine 
fhelter  for  the  cattle ;  the  upper  part  is  convex,  and  of  a  confiderable  height. 
The’  femidiameter  of  one  near  Calcutta  in  Bengal  is  full  20  yards.  The  bark 
is  brown,  the  fkin  next  it,  and  alfo  the  wood,  is  of  a  bright  reddifh  brown. 
All  the  figs  from  their  limbs  dropfhoots  which  take  root.  The  leaf  is  of  a 
fine  deep  fhining  green  above,  but  fomewhat  paler  below.  It  flowers  as  the 
other  figs  do  •,  the  fruit  is  a  fine  fcarlet  fig,  whofe  diameter  is  an  inch. 

Coddam. 

This  is  a  large  timber-tree  which  grows  to  40  feet  in  height ;  the  root 
ipreads  much.  The  bark  is  grey,  and  much  cracked ;  the  wood  is  of  a  pale 
yellow,  and  clofe  grained.  The  leaves  are  of  a  fine  green  colour  and  elegantly- 
ribbed,  they  grow  in  pairs.  The  flower  grows  at  the  end  of  the  branches, 
it  is  round  and  of  the  fize  of  a  tennis-ball,  and  almoft  as  hard,  excepting 
the  ftyle,  which  is  much  longer  than  the  cup,  and  being  perfectly  white) 
Handing  out  of  it,  makes  it  look  as  if  it  was  larded :  the  furface  of 
the  ball  is  made  up  of  fine  yellow  monopetalous  cups,  4-  of  an  inch  long, 
divided  into  five  parts  for  a  third  of  their  length ;  and  their  five  ftamina  are 
fhorter  than  the  cups.  Stigma  are  oval  5  theie  are  fo  very  clofe  together  as 
to  make  it  of  the  hardnefs  above-mentioned ;  within  this,  of  the  fame  length, 
is  another  feries  of  white  flowers :  the  reft  is  a  fibrous  white  fluff,  without 
any  appearance  of  feed  ■,  the  flower  is  fixed  to  a  long ' and  flender  peduncle. 
This  tree  is  planted  for  ornament  and  fhade,  on  the  Tides  of  the  walks  at 
Bengal. 

Singo,  on  the  Malabar  coaft ;  Morunga,  on  the  Coromandel, 

This;  tree  grows  up  to  20  feet,  and  Ipreads  a  great  deal.  The  bark  is 
nearly  white,  the  fkin  that  is  next  to  it,  reddifh  •,  the  wood  is  whitifh  and 
fpungy.  The  leaves  are  of  a  pale  green,  very  tender,  and  pinnated  farther 
than  Dr.  Hill  deferibes  them  to  be,  but  I  think  what  he  calls  the  ramofe 
leaf  of  the  Ben,  comes  neareft  to  a  true  defeription.  The  flowers  are  whice, 
and  grow  on  large  fpikes  almoft  covering  the  tree,  yielding  a  beautiful 
appearance.  The  fruit  is  a  long  triangular  pod,  which  contains  in  itt 
cavities  hard,  angular,  alated  nuts,  and  which  I  apprehend  to  be  the  Ben  nuts. 
The  root  of  this  tree  is  ufed  as  horfe-radifh,  and  taftes  very  much  like  it. 
The  leaves  mixed  with  a  little  fait,  and  taken  after  a  furfeit,  vomit  fmarriy. 
The  fruit  when  green  the  Indians  eat  in  their  curries,  and  fo  they  do  the 
flowers.  The  tree  affords  areddilh  gum,  m  fbape  and  quality  like  gum  Tra- 
gacanth.  Query,  jf  the  wood  be  not  the  Lignum  Ntyhrititum?  Ic  grows 
aft  over  India. 


Jack 
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.Jack. 

Is  a  large  fpreading  tree  ;  the  bar!?,  is  brown  and  rough,  the  wood  of  affine 
bright yellow,  and  takes  a  goodpolilb,  the  leaves  are  of  a  deep  fhining  green. 
The  flowers  grow  out  of  the  flock  and  large.  branches  on  fhort  foot-ftalks  •, 
they  are  white,  very  flelhy,  and  fhaped  like  a  .  tulip.  The  fruit  is  large, 
rough,  and1  of  an  oblong  figure,  containing  three  feries  of  feeds,  whish  are 
about  the  fize  of  a  bergamote  pear ;  within  thefe,  is  a  large  kernel  which 
fills  the  Jack  to  within  a  third  of  an  jnch  of  its  diameter;  the  coat  of  this 
Is  what  is  eaten,  and  which  is' extremely  fweet  and  lufcious ;  it  feels  in  the 
mouth  like  preferred  citron,  though  fomewhat  tougher  and  harder.  Some 
of  thefe  capfules  weigh  more  than  20  pounds.  The  tree  grows  in  every 
country  in  India,  but  the  Dutch  are  more  fond  of  the  fruit  than  any  other 
of  the  Europeans , 

■  Chulta. 

An  elegant  flower  tree.  It  grows  near  Surman’s  bridge  in  Bengal,  and  has 
been  fully  defcribed  in  p.  184. 

White  Chamfowe. 

This  is  a  fmall  tree,  but  it  fpreads  much  ;  the  flowers  appear  firfl  round 
the  ends  of  the  branches,  and  are  of  the  fliape  andfmell  of  a  jonquil,  but  of 
a  white  colour ;  after  the  flower,  the  leaves  come  out  in  the  fame  manner 
round  the  ends  of  the  branches,  but  no  where  elfe,  fo  that  on  the  outflde, 
the  tree  looks  well  covered,  but  if  you  look  from  under,  it  is  a  fihell: 
when  the  leaves  are  off  it  appears  like  a  tree  divefted  of  all  its  fmall  branches, 
there  being  none  that  are  lefs  than  an  inch  in  diameter,  nor  are  there  many 
of  thefe.  The  wood  is  fpungy ;  the  bark  fmooth  and  brown,  it  fmells  very 
flj'eet.  This  tree  grows  all  over  India. 

Yellow  Chamfowe, 

This  is  the  Michilia  of  Doftor  Hill,  and  by  him  has  been  well  defcribed. 
This  is  the  fineft  fort  of  all,  and  its  flowers  perfume  the  woods. 

Mango,  vide  p.  184. 

Dolcqrunda  or  Chetha.  . 

This  grows  to  12  and  fometimes  to  20  feet  in  height,  and  is  in  its  growth, 
and  the  colour  of  its  bark  '  fomewhat  like  our  hazel;  the  leaves  are  of  a 
dirty  green  above,  and  of  a  whitifh  colour  below,  highly  ribbed,  and  to  the 
touch  are  rough  and  harfti.  I  have  never  feen  the-  flower,  but  the  fruit  is 
a  long  flat  pod  containing  fome  feeds.  -  In  dry  weather,  {he  leaves  double, 
■when  they  appear- oval  with  one  Tide  ftrait.  The  natives  fmoke  the  leaves 
over  a  lamp,  and  apply  them  to  the  eyes  in  order  to  remove  a  dulnefs  pf  the 
fight  occafioned  by  a  fever,  &c.  They  alio  rowl  their  Charcots  in  them  (or 
Segars  as  they  are  called  in  the  fFeJl  Indies), 


Bedam. 
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Bedam. 

This  grows  in  fome  places  very  tall  even  to  50  or  60  feet,  and  where  it 
does  not  (hoot  high  it  fpreads  much.  The  branches  are  horizontal,  and  the 
leaves  grow  round  their  ends,  and  are  of'  a -bright  green  colour.  The' 
flowers  are  ftaminous,  growing  round  the  end  of  the  branches  ajnong  the 
leaves.’  The  fruit  are  like  almonds,  and  alfo  are  contained  in  hulks,  the 
infide  of  which  are  red,  and  of  an  acid  tafle.  The  kernel  tafles  like  a 
young  almond,  and  is  compofed  of  fine  clofely-compafted  fcales. 

Custard  Apple. 

This  grows  as  large  as  ■  our  apple  tree.  The  bark  is  brown  and 
fmooth.  The  leaves  are  of  a  deep  green  colour,  deeply  furrowed,  and 
;highly  ridged,;  they  grow  alternately  on  the  branches.  The  flowers  are 
•monopetalous  and  cup-like,  having  many  ftamina.  The  fruit  is  like  the 
cone  of  a  pine,  of  a  foft  green  colour,  but  white  infide,  having  many 
•oblong  feeds  intermixed  with  its  pulp,  the  latter  tailing  very  much  like  a 
rich  cuftard.  There  is  another  fort  of  this  kind  of  fruit  which  is  fomewhat 
fweeter  than  this,  but  grows  altogether  in  the  like  manner. 

Atlas, 

This  is  a  very  large  and  flrong  tree,  with  leaves  confiderably  large, 
•which  are  of  a  pale  dirty  green  colour.  The  flowers  grow  on  fpikes  greatly 
ramified,  and  look  well  on  the  tree;  on  each  fubdivifion  of  the  fpike  is  a 
flower,  whofe  calyx  is  Ample  and  green ;  the  corolla  is  a  white  monopeta¬ 
lous  cup  with  four  frnall  hooked  filaments.  The  fruit  is  a  hard  green  ball, 
as  large  as  a  cricket  ball,  inclofing  two  hard  feeds  of  the  fhape  and  fize_ 
of  nutmegs. 

Fig. 

This  is  a  large  tree,  and  drops  fibrous  fhoots  from  its  branches  like  the 
other  fig  or  Banian  trees.  The  bark  is  brown.  -The  leaves  are  of  a  bright 
ihining  green.  The  fruit  is  round,  an  inch  in  diameter,  and  of  a  pale 
flefh  colour. 


Trepalta  or  Morroock. 

It  grows  to  be  about  16  feet  high,  the  bark  is  whitifh,  armed  with  flrong. 
lpines:  The  wood  is  foft,  fpungy,  very  light,  and  fit  for  being  made  into 
fcabbards  for  fword  blades.  The  leaves  are  of  a  pale  green,  and  .fome  of 
them  have  long  pedicles  hanging  to  their  points  like  thofe  on  the  little 
Banian  tree.  The  flower  (which  commonly  by  us  is  called  fhoe-flower, 
becaufe  ufed  to  black  our  Ihoes,}  is  very  large,  of  a  deep  but  beautiful 
critpfon  colour :  Corolla,  of  the  fhape  of  %,  pea-blofTom,  containing  nume¬ 
rous  ftamipa,  which  •are  alfo  of  a  crimfon  colour.  The  fruit  is  a  pod, 
about  7  inches  long,  near  one  in  diameter,  and  which  contains  five  or  fix 
red  feeds  of  the  fhape  of  a  kidney-bean. 


Omra 
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O  M  R  A. 

This  grows  to  a  large  tree,:  the  bark  is  brown,  and  yields  a  gum 
which  fmells  ftrongly  ot  garlic.  Before  the  tree  vegetates  the  limbs  look 
remarkably  blunt;  round  their  ends  fibres  of  xo  inches  long  (hoot  out  in 
all  directions,  thefe  have  knobs  upon  them  in  which  the  young  fruit  are 
enclofed,  and  foon  after  thefe  appear,  the  leaves  ftart  out  am  id  ft  the  (hoots, 
.and  are  pinnated ;  on  each  pinna,  which  is  in  length  14  inches,  there  are 
four  pair  of  leaves  and  an  odd  leaf.  The  fruit,  when  ripe,  is  of  the  drape 
and  fize  of  our  mufcle-plumb,  but  not  eatable. 

Aaron  at  Bombay,  Berinda  at  Bengal,  and  Armedilla  at  Ma- 
drafs,  by  fome  Europeans  called  Grana  Regia. 

This  grows  to  be  12  or  14  feet  high,  and  fome  get  to  the  fize  of 
a  middling  tree ;  in  the  latter  fort  the  bark  is  brown  and  fmooth,  but  the 
■wood  is  tender  ;  the  ftalk  is  of  a  green  colour,  grows  ereft,  but  all'o  tender. 
The  leaves. are  fmall,  of  a  bright  green,  growing  on  a  fingle  petiole  longer 
or  fhorter  in  proportion  to  the  fize  of  the  leaf.  The  flowers  grow  in  pyra¬ 
midal  fpikes  on  the  top  and  Jarge  branches  of  the  plant,  and  after  they 
drop  off  the  fruit  remains,  which  are  prickly  green  capfules  divided  into 
three  lobes,  each  of  which  contains  an  oblong  feed  about  half  an  inch  in 
length  ;  the  hulk  is  of  a  purple  colour  ftreaked  with  white.  The  kernel 
is  white  and  oleous,  and  the  Indians  make  ufe  of  its  oil  for  burning  in  their 
lamps  5  they  alfo  give  it  to  their  children  in  the  earlieft  ftate  of  infancy, 
looking  upon  it  to  be  the  moft  lenient  and  innocent  of  all  other  laxative 
medicines.  The  leaf  pounded  is  often  applied  to  the  belly  for  the  cure  of 
worms.  It  grows  all  over  India, 

Tatoon,  vide  p.  1 85.' 

Russa,  vide  p.  185. 

Laood,  by  the  Cenfoos :  Herpawl,  Moors';  CheSmelile 
Portuguese. 

This  grows  to  a  tolerable  large  tree,  and  Ipreads  much.  The  bark  is 
whitilh,  and  wood  foft ;  the  leaves,  which  are  of  a  pale  pleafant  green,  are 
pinnated,  each  pinna  is  about  14  or  15  inches  long,  growing  very,  thick 
around  the  ends  of  the  branches.  The  flowers  grow  in  long  fpikes  hang¬ 
ing  down  from  the  body  or  large  branches  of  the  tree,  after  which  comes  the 
fruit ;  this,  when  ripe,  is  of  a  pale  greenifh  yellow,  round,  but  divided 
down  to  the  ftone,  (which  is  hard,  and  to. which  the  flelh  firmly  adheres) 
in  eight  lobes,  flatted  at  each  end  ;  thefe  the  Europeans  at  Bengal  make  tarts 
of,  and  call  them  goofeberry  tarts,  on  account  of  their  refemblance  in 
tafte  to  the  goofeberry. 


Guava, 
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Guava. 

This  tree  grows  to  the  fize  of  our  apple-tree.  The  bark  is  of  a  light 
brown  :  the  leaves  grow  in  pairs  along  the  branches,  are  of  a  bright  green, 
thick  but  foft,  (not  eaftly  to  be  diftinguifhed  from  the  cuftard- apple  other- 
wife  than  by  their  growing  oppofite  to  one  another.)  The  flower  is  monope- 
talous,  cup-like,  white,  and  full  of  ftamina.  The  fruit  is  of  the  fize  of  a  golden 
pippin,  green  at  firft,  but  when  very  ripe,  yellow  without,  and  generally  red 
within  :  this  is  a  pleafant  but  mealy  pulp,  containing  a  great  number  offmall 
hard  white  feeds  of  the  fize  of  a  large  pin’s  head.  -The  fruit,  before  it  is 
quite  ripe,  is  very  aftringent,  if  eaten  with  the  ikiri.  It  is  efteemed  a  good 
fruit,  but  the  fmell  of  it  is  not  agreeable  to  every  one. 

Bier. 

This  grows  to  the  fize  of  our  largeft  plum-tree,  and  is  a  good  deal  like 
it.  The  leaves  are  of  a  pale  dirty  green,  almoft  white  below,  where  it  is 
alfo  fomewhat  hairy.  The  tree  has  many  fpikes.  The  flowers  are 
fingle.  The  fruit  a  plum  of  the  fize  and  fhape  of  a  yellow  bullace, 
but  eats  more  like  an  apple  than  like  a  plum.  It  grows  in  every  part 
of  India. 

Gum  Arabic. 

Some  of  thefe  grow  to  large  trees.  The  bark  is  brown  without,  but 
reddilh  within,  and  yields  a  great  quantity  of  gum.  There  are  three  forts  of 
thefe  trees,  all  of  which  are  full  of  fharp  fpines,  and  the  leaves  are  altogether 
alike,  except  that  fome  may  be  a  little  longer  than  others.  The  flowers 
grow  on  foot-ftalks  from  two  to  five  inches  long,  are  round,  yellow, 
and  of  a  fine  fmell,  and  refemble  the  tufts  on  the  hangings  of  old- 
fafhioned  beds.  The  fruit  are  not  all  alike-,  the  ift  fort,  or  thole  which 
grow  on  the  fhorteft  peduncles,  are  oblong,  round,  black  pods  of  the  fhape 
of  that  of  a  pea,  three  inches  long,  and  of  the  fize  of  a  man’s  little  finger, 
each  containing  five  or  fix  round,  dark  brown  feeds.  2 d  fort  grows  on 
fomewhat  longer  peduncles  from  different  parts  of  the  branches  like  the 
former,  and  the  fruit  is  an  oblong  flatted  pod,  in  length  three  or  four  inches, 
and  half  as  broad,  containing  five  or  fix  dark  brown  flatted  feeds,  with  the 
impreffion  of  a  heart,  or  rather  of  the  letter  V  on  each  fide  of  them.  On 
the  3d  fort,  the  flower  grows  on  fpikes  at  the  end  of  the  branches,  and  the 
fruit  is  a  flat  pod  full  12  inches  long,  appearing  like  a  firing  of  buttons,  and 
contains  10  or  1 2  round  flatted  feeds,  convex  on  each  fide -,  the  pods  are  of 
a  whitilh  hoary  green,  very -gummy,  and  hang  on  the  fpikes  in  clufters. 
With  thefe  pods,  and  the  fruit  they  call  Packekaile,  the  Indians  tan  and 
dye  their  leather. 

XlEN  CACTA. 

.  This  is  a  moderately  large  fpreadingtree.  The  bafk  is  of  a  bright  brown, 
and  fmooth.  The  branches  are  full  of  fhort  fpines.  The  leaves  a  pale  green. 

flowers, 
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Flowers,  which  aVe  very  fmall,  grow  on  Ipikes  like  an  amentum  or  the 
hazel  catkins,  but  longer:  the  calyx  is  green.  Corolla  white  and  monope- 
talous,- containing  a  number  of  fine  filaments  a  little  longer  .than  .the  corolla. 
The  fruit  I  have  not  feen. 


Ge-il. 

This  grows  to  be  a  pretty  large  tree,  the  leaves  are  of  a  hright  green 
colour,  but  fomewhat  woolly.  I  know  not  of  an.y  ufe  to  which  the  two  laft 
described  trees  s reconverted, 


.Cotton, 

This  tree  grows  very  large,  and  fpreads  much.  The  bark  is  whitifh, 
and  full  of  ftrong  Ihorc  fpines.  The  wood  is  white  and  fpungy  when  the 
tree  is  young,  it  has  a  beautiful  appearance,  the  limbs  then  growing  horizon¬ 
tally,  bow  down,  and  around  the  body  of  the  tree ;  at  five  feet  above  thefe, 
-there  is  another  circular  row  of  branches  of  lefs  extent,  and  in  this  man¬ 
ner  they  proceed  on  to  the  top,  fo  that  the  tree  appears  at  a  diftance  like 
a  pyramid.  The  campanulated  fiowet  however  appears  before  the  leaves, 
and  is  as  large  as  a  tulip :  its  calyx  is  Angle,  green,  and  flefliy  ;  corolla  is 
compofed  of  five  oblong  thick  petals,  which  are  of  a  deep  crimfon  colour  : 
■the  ftamina  are  15  fubalated  filaments,  attached  to  each  other  in  five 
bundles,  and  thefe  again  to  the  petals  of  the  corblla.  The  fruit  is  a  pod, 
of  the  lhape  of  a  Ihort  cucumber,  divided  in  three  feveral  parts,  containing 
fome  roundifti  black  feeds,  involved  in  a  filky  cotton-like  matter.  After 
thefe,  come  the  leaves,  which  are  of  a  pale  green  colour ;  by  the  time  that 
thefe  are  all  out,  the  pods  fplit  longitudinally  in  three  places,  ■  and  then  the 
cotton  foon  efcapes,  and  is  carried  to  all  places  with  the  wind.  Of  that 
lubftance  which  adheres  to  the  feeds,  they  make  mattreffes,  pillows,  Sec, 
And  a  deco&ion  of  the  leaves,  will  cure  in  the  laft  ftage  of  a  dyfenteric 
.flux,  attended  with  a  prolapfus  am ,  and  other  fatal  fymptoms,  as  hath  been 
experienced  by  Mr.  Thomas ,  when  deprived  of  all  other  hopes  of  faving 
the  patient. 


Mergoosa,  or  Nun. 

It  grows  to  th6  fize  of  our  large  apple  trees.  The  bark  is  brown,  and 
rough,  yielding  a  gum  of  the  flavour  of  garlic.  The  wood  is  brown. 
The  pinnae  grow  very  thick  about  the  limbs  and  branches,  and  becaufe 
the  trees  make  a  good  lhade,  they  are  planted  in  the  ftreets  and  walks 
at  Cuddalore  and  Madrafs ,  on  the  Coromandel  coaft.  The  leaves  are  of  a 
deep  green,  the  flowers  grow  on  Ipikes,  and  are  numerous.  The  fruit, 
when  ripe,  is  yellow,  half  an  inch  long,  and  of  the  lhape  of  an  olive  cut  off 
at  its  end;  thefe  are  very  (oft,  and  almoft  infipid :  they  grow  in  thick 
bunches,  and  contain  a  fmall  oblong  hard  kernel,  of  which  .they  make- a 

very 
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very  bitter  oil,  and  give  it  to  cure'many  diforders,  particularly  thofe  of  the 
venereal  kind.  They  rub  it  alfo  into  the  joints  of  people  {truck,  with  the 
Berbiers.  They  mix  the  pulp  of  the  ripe  fruit,  as  I  have  been  informed, 
with  their  cream,  in  order  -to  increafe  the  quantity  of  their  butter- for  the- 
markets* 

„  Physic-Nut. 

This  grows  eight  or  ten  feet  from  the  ground.  The  bark  is  brown. 
The  wood  fpungy  ;  when  there  are  no  leaves  on  it,  the  tree  looks  like  feveral 
bundles  of  blunt  flicks  ftuck  into  the  ground, -and'  Tbelieve  is  what  Pomes 
has  taken  his  draught  of  the  Gambogt-  plant  from.  The-  leaves  grow  thick : 
-on  every  part ;  they  are  undulated,  and  of  a  pale  green.  The  flowers  grow 
on  fpikes,  on  the  top  of  the  branches.-  The  fruit  is  in  bunches,  of  the  fize 
of  apricots,  and  as  it  ripens  looks  like  them  ;  when  quite  ripe,  it  is  a 
black  roundifh  pod,  dividing  into  three  parts,  and  containing  three  oblong 
feeds,  with  a  black  hufk.  The  kernel  is  white,  and  divides  like  an  almond  ; 
between-  the-  divilions,  is  a  fine  membraneous  fu-bftance,  in  -which  lies  its  • 
violent  emetic,  and'  cathartic,  quality ;  for  when  that  is  taken  away,  the 
kernel  is  as  innocent  and  pleafant  as  an  almond. — Every  part  of  this  plant' 
yields  a  greyifli  or  milky  juice,  which  willfo  feparate  the  globules  of  quiclc- 
filver, -that  it  is  not-eafy  to-make  them  unite  again.- 

SOONATULLA,  - 

*  This  grows  to  a  pretty  large  tree.  The  leaves  are  of ‘  a  bright  green' 
colour,  grow  on  very"  long  {talks,  and  look  like  thofe  of  green  elder;  they 
are.  triplicately  pinnated,  and  on  each  pinna  are  three  pair  and  one  odd 
leaf.  The  flower  is  a  club  on  a  long  peduncle,  bearing  a  number  of 
large  purple  campaniform  monopetalous  flowers.  The  feed-vefiil  is  a- 
large  flat  pod,  four  feet  long,-  and  five  inches  wide,  but  not  quite  an  inch" 
thick,  and  which  very  often  grows  Angle  on  the  top  of  all  the  branches  of 
the  tree,  when  it  gives  the  appearance  of  a  feythe.;  this  divides  longi¬ 
tudinally  on  its  edges,  and  contains  a  great  number  of  very  fine,  thin,  ■ 
white,  membraneous  feptce,  about  two  inches  wide,  among  which  are  nu¬ 
merous  feeds  inclofed  in  the  fame  membraneous  coverings ;  the  fee'ds  are  flat 
and  brown,  of  the  fliape  of  two  kidneys  ,  united  by  their  concave  fides, 
each  lobe  being  feparate. 

A-Cu-nn. 

This  grows  two  feet  high.  Its  bark  is  brownifli,  and  wood  very  foft ;  ■  - 
the  branches,  before  the  leaves  {hoot,  appear  as  a  parcel  of  old  flumps.  The 
leaves  are  a  pale  green,  very  foft,  fiefhy,  and  fucculent,  without  fur¬ 
row  or  fibre  except  in  the  middle  rib:  the  whole  of  this  tree  is  full  of  a 
milky  juice.  I  have  never  feen  the  flower  or  fruit  of  it.  The Gentoos  in 
Bengal ,  plant  it  by  their  Pagodas ,  and  look  upon  it  as  a  facred  tree. 

o  Racxta 
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RACKTA  CAMUtt; 

This  is  the  water  lilly,  with  the  deep  red  flower  j  they  make  ufe  of  the 
root  with  pepper,  as  a  cure  for  the  bloody  flux. 

Racalsussa. 

This  is  our  water  arrow  headed  grafs.  The  Indians  ufe  the  root  with 
ginger,  as  a  great  ftrengthner. 

Chandool. 

This  plant  grows  upwards  to  ao  inches  or  more.  The  root  is  of  the 
fize  and  colour  of  that  of  the  Gentian,  but  is  contorted,  and  throws  out 
many  fibres ;  from  the  root  and  fibres,  three  or  four  ftalks  are  produced, 
which  are  robuft,  ereft,  and  fometimes  ramofe.  The  leaves  grow  three  at 
a  joint' by  pedicles,  which  are  half  an  inch  long  ;  they  are  of  a  pale  green, 
fomewhat  flefhy,  and  of  a  lanceolated  fhape.  It  flowers  like  the  honey- 
fuckle,  but  is  not  fo  abounding  in  flowers  as  that  is  on  the  head. 

Doolacur. 

This  is  a  tolerable  fized  tree.  The  bark  is  brown  on  the  outfide,  then 
a  whitifh  colour  appears,  but  yellow  within.  The  leaves  grow  two  or 
three  from  one  foot-ftalk,  they  are  of  alight  green,  oblong  and  pointed. 
The  fruit  is  a  green  huflc  with  a  fhell,  in  doling  a  large  kernel.  The 
bark  of  this  tree  when  powdered,  is  given  in  rheumatifms. 

Co XT  A  CoCHC. 

This  plant  grows  in  mud-ditches.  The  root  is  an  inch  and  quarter  in 
circumference,  running  with  the  fame  thicknels  a  long  way  into  the  mud, 
throwing  out  fome  fibres,  and  has  at  irregular  diftances,  fome  -rough  an¬ 
nular  prominences,  which  are  green  within,  and  white  without.  The  ftalks 
are  numerous,  and  of  the  fize  of  a  man’s  finger  ;  round,  green,  fucculent, 
and  three  or  four  feet  in  length  :  on  the  top  of  each  ftalk,  there  is  either  a 
leaf  or  feed.  The  leaf  is  16  inches  wide,  divided  to  the  ftalk  in  feven  places, 
and  fome  of  cbofe  are  (till  further  divided,  in  two  or  three  other  places: 
the  leaf  is  rough,  and  ferrated.  The  whole  root,  ftock,  and  ftalks  of  the 
plant  are  fpinous.  The  flower  is  four  inches  long,  and  two  thick,  and 
grows  round  the  upper  part  of  the  ftalks,  like  the  Indian  corn,  - 

Paw  Paw, 

This  tree  rifes  to  20  feet,  fometimes  Tingle,  at  other  times  it  is  divided 
into  feveral  bodies.  The  ftems  have  the  appearance  of  the  cabbage  ftalks, 
but  are  not  fo  eafily  cut  through,  as  Doctor  Hill  apprehended.  On  the  top 
of,  and  rouftd  each  ftalk  arife,  on  ftrong  and  Angle  pedicles  of  two  feet, 
many  very  large  ferrated  fharp-poimed  leaves,  which  are  of  a  bright’  green. 

colour 
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colour  above,  but  paler  and  hoary  underneath,  the  larger  ones  having  the 
greateft  number  of  diviflons.  The  male  flowers  grow  out  of  the  top  of  the 
branches,  and  hang  down  in  finings.  Each  flower  is  fmall,  monopetalous, 
and  cup-like,  divided  on  top  in  five  parts.  The  female  flowers  grow  be¬ 
tween  the  pedicles  of  the  leaves,  from  the  flock  of  the  tree-,  they  are  of 
the^fame  fhape  as  the  male,  but  larger,  and  grow  on  fnort  peduncles*  The 
fruit  is  yellow  when  ripe,  fomewhat  of  the  fhape  of  a  pear,  and  many  of 
them  in  their  biggeflfpart,  are  four  inches  in  diameter  :  they  are  mealy,  and 
rather  an  infipid  fruit,  but  by  mixing  with  them  fome  lime  juice  or  ‘Tama¬ 
rinds,  they  make  tolerable  good  tarts. 

■  Smalloo.  ’ 

This  grows  to  a  fmall  tree.  The  wood  is  as  pliable  as  the  willo.w. 
The  leaves  grow  in  pairs  on  the  fmall  branches ;  and  are  foft,  woolly,  and  of 
a  pale  green  colour.  The  Moors  bruife,  and  apply  them  to  the  temples,  to 
cure  the  head-ach. 

Bamboo. 

This  grows  to  a  prodigious  height,  topping  almoft  all  the  other  trees. 
The  ftalk  is  hollow,  jointed,  &c.  and  well  known.  The  leaf  is  a  bright 
green,  has-  no  petioles,  but  in  part  furrounds  the  ftalk  at  its  bafe.  The 
ftalk  is  very  ufeful,  being  exceedingly  ftrong,  very  hollow  and  light ;  with 
ic  they  often  build  the  frames  of  their-  houfes ;  on  this  they  carry  their 
burthens,  and  when  properly  carved  (which  is  done  by  art  whilft  it  is 
growing)  they  arch,  and  carry  their  palanquins  'with  it.  ‘Some,'  when 
highly,  and  moft  regularly  arched,  will  fell  at  a  prodigious  price,  efpecially 
on  the  coaft  of  Coromandel,  where  20  pounds  fterling  have  been  given  for 
one  of  them. 


Yam,  or  Alloo. 

This  is  the  potatoe.  of  India,  and  after  being  firft  boiled,  and  then. well 
dried  in  hot  alhes,  eats  very  well.  The  root  fometimes  weighs  20  pounds : 
It  is  of  an  oblong  fhape,  and  of  a  blackilh-brown  colour  on  the  outfide, 
but  within,  it  is  a  white  mixed  with  red.  The  ftalk  runs  up  any  thing 
it  chances  to  lay  hold  of.  The  leaves  are  of  a  deep  green  above,  with  a 
.mixture  of  the  purple;  but  below,  they  are  paler;  the  whole  leaf  is  thick 
and  rigid. 

Nauta. 

This  grows  a  little  more  eredt  than,  our  bramble  bufh.  The  ftalk, 
branches,0  leaves,  and  feed-veffels  are  armed  with  ftrong  and  fharp  fpines, 
■which  readily  lay  bold  of  any  thing  that  is  in  their  way ;  t he  pinna:  grow 
oppoftte  each  other,  and  on  them  alfo  grow  others  in  the  fame  manner. 
The  leaves  are  of  a  pale,  but  pleafant  green ;  the  flowers  grow  on  a  fpike, 
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on  top  of  each  pinna,  and  are  yellow.  The  fruit  is  a  round  comprefled 
pod,  containing  four  round,  hard  bluifli  feeds  ;  the  pod  opens  at  its  convex 
edge.  The  leaves  mixed  with  fait  and  pounded,  is  applied  by  way  of  cata- 
plafin  to  ruptures :  the  feeds  bruifed,  and  infuied  in  milk,  are  given  in  the 
Weft  Indies ,  (where  the  Ihrub  is  alfo  to  be  found)  as  a  purge :  in  the  Eaft, 
they  powder  and  adminifter  them  as  a  cure  for  the  itch :  the  feeds  alfo  are 
fometimes  difguifed,  and  fold  for  Bezoar. 

Nanjaroota, 

Is  a  creeper  like  an  ivy,  and  grows  about  Jbijengo.  The  whole- of  this 
plant  made  into  a  fyrup  from  a  ftrong  decoftion,  it  is  faid,  curesmoftkind  of 
fevers.  For  further  particulars,  not  having  had.  an  opportunity  of  feeing 
the  plant,  I  was  directed  to  enquire  of  Salvadera  de  Ritas  at  Anjenge. 

Columbo-Root,  Rad.  India,  Amars. 

This  is  the  root  of  the  Goeulut  Indicus ;  whea  q.uite  fredt  it  is  an  emetic* 
when  dry  a  cathartic. 


ClIENUEROOS. 

They  fell  it  in  China  for  amber,,  but  it  is  truly  the  Gum-Copal 
Bang. 

This  is  the  ftalk  of  the  hemp-plant ;  die  Indians  fmoke  and  chew  it, 
until  they  are  intoxicated. 

Recce. 

This  I  am  told  is  a  root  that  grows  near  Patna what  was  brought  to  me 
appeared  like  foft  opium,  but  was  rather  whiter  than  opium*  inveloped  in  a 
piece  of  fkin  ;  if  it  be  truly  a  root,  the  bark  of  it  is  thin,  and  of  a  dirty 
grey  colour,  with  a  yellow  call;  the  root  itfejf  is  foft  and  tough,  or  rather 
gummy.  I  could  learn  nothing  concerning  the  growth  of  the  plant.  A 
Gent oo  doftor  told  me  it  was  a  poifon,  but  that  when  compounded,  as  below, 
he-  had  adminiftered  it  with  fuccefs  for  curing  the  putrid  fever,  accompanied 
with  bleeding  at  the  nofe,  &c.— Take  of  it,  the  weight  of  one  filver  rupee, 
or  go  grains ;  of  peppeT,  'the  weight  of  two  rupees ;  of  calcined  cowrie- 
fhells,  half  a  rupee’s  weight ;  mix  thefe,  and  with  water  make  the  mafs 
into  middling-fized  pills,  of  which  let;  the  patient  take  one,  with  a  bit  of 
candied  ginger  every  morning,  and  which  may  be  repeated  in  the  evenings, 
if  the  fymptoms  be  alarming. 


Datura. 

Datura,  fo  called  by  Doftor  Hill ;  Stramonium  ferox,  by  Doffor 
James,  who- has  given  a  full  account  of  its  inebriating  and  intoxicating 
3  qualities, 
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qualities,  &c.  It  grows  ereft  to  four  feet.  The  leaves  are  foft,  and  <*f  a 
jpale  bluilh  green  colour  ■,  the  flowers,  which  are  large,  and  bell-fhaped,  are 
ffothetimes  white,  and  fometimes  yellow.  If  the  Indian  women  have  poffef- 
fion  of  any  feeret  poifon,  it  is  the  feed  of  this  plant. 

Parrul. 

This  is  a  volubilis,  which  runs  up  the  higheft  trees.  The  ftalk  is  round, 
•whitifh,  and  woolly.  The  leaves,  which  are  very  foft,  grow  Angle  at  the 
joints,  are  of  a  brownifh  green  colour  above,  but  whitim  below. 

AgumheR. 

A  volubilis,  with  numerous  tendrils.  The  ftalks  are  round,  and  hairy. 
The  leaves  are  hairy  too,  and  of  a  deep  green  colour.  The  flowers  are 
■yellow,  in  large  green  hairy  cups,  divided  in  five  parts.  The  ftamina 
.confift  pf  three  very  fmall  filaments.  The  fruit  is  yellow  when  ripe,  and  of 
the  fize  of  a  fmall  goofeberry,  but  not  with  fo  much  pulp  s  the  feeds  how- 
.ever  are  larger  than  thofe  of  the  goofeberry.  The  Gentoo  doctors  fay,  that 
the  juice  of  this  leaf  given  in  goats  milk,  cures  putrid  fevers..j 

Frogbootee. 

This  is  a  volubilis.  The  root  though  tortuous,  grows  perpendicularly, 
And  is  as  thick  as  a  tobacco  pipe,  brown  without,  but  paler  within.  The 
leaves  grow  alternately  on  the  ftalk,  and  are  of  a  bright  green  colour. 
The  powder  of  thefe  leaves,  is  one  of  the  many  medicines  the  Indians  give 
jto  cure  a  Gonorrbcsa. 


Chaculca. 

This  too  is  a  fmall  volubilis.  The  root  is  fibrous.  The  leaves,  which 
are  thin,  rigid,  and  of  a  pale  green,  grow  at  the  joints  of  the  ftalks,  .The 
flowers  grow  on  the  top  of  the  ftalks,  in  fquamous  cottony  heads,  are  very 
fmall,  and  of  a  bright  purple  colour.  The  juice  of  the  leaf  mixed 
with  a  little  fait,  and.  rubbed  on  the  (kin,  relieves  it  from  any  itching 
diforder. 


Antimqol.  . 

A  fmall  volubilis.  The  root  is  brown,  fmall,  tortuous,  and  grows  per¬ 
pendicularly.  The  leaf  is  of  a  deep  green,  with  fome  white  ftreaks.  If 
the  whole  plant  with  its  root  be  pounded,  andfmade  into  pills,  and 
a  middling  fized  pill  be  taken  morning  and  evening,  the  Indians- fay,  that 
it  will  cure  the  itch. 


Q.qq  * 


Gundy 
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Gundy  Bedell. 

Another  volubilis.  Its  leaves,  grow  in  pairs,  are.  thin,  and  of  a  deep 
green  colour;  they  ftink  worfe  than  a  putrid  cabbage.  When  pounded  with 
ginger,  it  is  adminiftered  as  a  cure  for  the  flux. 

Cutchoo. 

This  grows  like  our  Aaron ,  though  its  leaves  are  fomewhat  larger  than 
the  Aaron's :  the  {talks  are  either  of  a  deep  green,  or  deep  purple  colour.  It 
grows  in  da-mp  places.  The  natives  eat  of  the  root  boiled,  as  a  part  of  their 
diees  and  externally  ufe  it  as  a  repellent. 

Wien  Champowe  or  Ground-Flower. 

The  roots  are  whitifli  and  tuberous,  with  feveral  others  hanging  to  them 
by  fmall  appendices.  The  leaves  feel  foft,  and  are  of  a  pale  green  above, 
but  purple  below,  they  furro'und  each  other  as  they  come  out  of  the 
ground.  I  could  not  procure  either  the  ftalk  or  flower. 

Rangchitta.  ... 

I  could  not  fee  this  planti  but  the  leaves  I  have  had  ;  they  are  of  a 
deep  green' above,  but  paler  below.  When  the  leaves  are  bruifed,  and  ap¬ 
plied  to.  an  extravafation  of  blood,  they  will  diffolve  it. 

•  Thusmicundy. 

Thereof  is  of  the  nature,  of  ginger,  and  tuberous,  having  a  bunch  of. 
loofe  fibres  affixed  to  the  top,  from  which  the  plant  "grows.  The  root 
is.  brown  on  the  outfide,  but  yellowifh  within,  and  like  the  ginger  feds 
warm  in  the  mouth.  The  culm  grows  to  five  feet.  The  leaves  are  a  pale 
green.  On  top. of  the  culm  are  the  flowers;  they  are  four  flefhy  yellow 
filaments,  in  green  cups.  The  root  and  leaf  . pounded  with  pepper,  are 
given  in  colds. 

Eddy.  •'  .  '  r 

This  is  a  potatoe, '  featen  by  the  natives'.  ‘  The  root  is  round,  with  feveral-, 
excrefcences  about  its  {kins,  from  the  fize  of  an  hazel-nut,  to  that  of  a  wal¬ 
nut,  which  excrefcences  are  pulled  off,  and  planted.  It  is  of  a  pale  brown 
on  the  outfide,  and  whitifh  within,  but  a  good  deal  intermixed  with  red. 
It  fometimes  weighs  2.0  pounds  or  more.  The  leaves  are  of  a  pale  fliintng 
green,  flelhy,  and  frequently  extremely  large  ;;  fo  much  like  the  Rhubarb  leaf, 

.  that'Europecms  frequently  miftake,  and  until  they  fee  the’ root, "take- it  for 
that  plant.  The  natives  boil  and  eat  this  root  in  .the  -fame  manner,  as  they 
do -that' of  the  Gtitcboo. 


Orri  01. 

This  grows  to  a  pretty  large  tree,  which  fends  forth  long  branches  almoft 
from  the  ground.  The  leaves  are  rigid,  and  of  a  bright  green  colour ;  they 

grow 
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grow  in  pairs  oppofite  each  other,  the  whole  length  of  the  branches.  The 
flowers  I  have  not  fee n.  The  fruit,  which  is  of  an  oblong  figure,  is  about 
two  inches  in  length,  and  three  fourths  of  an  inch  broad,  green,  fucculent, 
and  contains  fome  fmall  feeds  ;  they  are  alfo  alated  lengthways,  and  have 
four  rows  of  membranes.  The  whole  of  the  fruit  is  acid.  They  ufe  the 
fruit  in  their  curries  and  tarts,  and  fay,  they  alfo  give  the  juice  of  it  in  the 
gout. 

African.  Plant. 

This  is  the. fame  as  that  which  we  have  in  England. ,  and  needs  no  defcrip- 
tion.  ■  ■ 

Mouselle. 

This  tree  grows  to\  a  tolerable  fize,  and  makes  an  agreeable  fhade  in 
walks  and  gardens,  eafily  yielding  to  be  cut  into  any  form,  that  fancy  fhall 
diflate.  Its  bark  is  brown,  the  leaves  of  a  deep  green  above,  but  of  a 
paler  below,  they  are  rigid,  very  bright,  finning  and  thick.  .  Flowers  are  a 
radiated  green  calyx,  on  which  is  the  pyramidal  germeri  >  the  corolla  is  a 
Ibort  white  tube  over  the  germen,  with  its  upper  part  radiated  :  thefe  fall 
off  in  great  plenty  every  day,  are  of  an  agreeable  fweet  fmell,  and  the 
Genioos  are  very  fond  of  them,  .{bringing  and  hanging  them  about  their 
necks,  arms,  &c.  The  fruit  is  a  pale  red  cherry,  of  the  fize  and  fbape  of 
our  white  heart.- cherry,  but  the  footftallc  is  not  quite  fo  long:  the  cherry 
grows  in  the  alas  of- the  leaves,  and  taftes  like  hips,  containing  a  ft  one, 
whofe  fhell  is  tender,  brown,  fraooth,  and  fomewhat  longer  than  our 
cherry-ltone,  but  in  the  fhape  of  the  almond’s:  the  kernel  is.  bitter  and 
oleous.  With  the  oil  extrafted  from  this  kernel,  the  natives  rub  the  part 
that  has  been  bitten  by  the  Scorpion  or  Centipede,  and  which  it  foon  cures. 
The  crows  are  very  fond  of  this,  fruit. 

•  CuRKINGE.  , 

.  This  is  a  pretty,  large:  tree,  but  bulky;.,  it  is  planted  in  fame  of  the 
wardens  at  Bengal,  but  for.  what  ufe  I  could  not  learn ;  the  rigid  leaves  are 
of  a  dark  finning  green  colour,  an'd  grow  on  woody  pinnte  upon  the  limbs 
and  branches;  there  are  four- pair  and  an  odd  one  on .etjch  pinna;  neither 
the  flower  nor  fruit  have  I  leen.  ; 

VoLDBILES.  ■ 

Thefe  grow  in  fuch"  plenty,  and  there  is  fo  great  a  variety  of  them 
both  in  the  hedges  and  gardens;  that  the  natives  have Tcarcely  pjj|>per 
names  for  any,  but  thofe  which  are  ufed  in  food  or  medicine. 

.  -  ‘  Sett  Mookga. 

This  plant  is  of  the  Aloe  kindf  The  root  is  double,  and  like  a  pair  of 
horns,  a  foot  in  length,  fucculent,  and  as  thick  as  a  man’s  finger,  reddtlh 
c  without, 
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•without,  and  white  within.  The  ;leaves  are  not  fpinous,  and  are  18: 
inches  long ; .  the  bafe,  is  one  inch  broad,  and  of  a  deep  green,  fpotted 
with  a  purple, colour.  The  flower-ftalk  is  near  two  feet  long*,  the  fruit 
grow  round  it  from  top  to  bottom,  thefe  are  fmall  berries,  each  containing 
one  feed.  The  juice  of  the  leaves  fweetened  .is  a  great  reftorative. 

IB  ONCHURRILXy.. 

The  root  confifts  of  feveral  bulbs  of  a  pyramidal  form,  and  half  an  indh 
in  diameter,  with  fome  long  fibres,  of  the  fize  of  a  goofe-quill.  The  plant 
is  grafiy ;  the.culm  part  is  about  14.  inches  high ;  the  leaves  are  oval,  and 

11  or  12  inches  long.  The  flower-ftalk  is  in  the  middle  of  the  leaves, 
erefl,  green,  and  of  the  thicknefs  of  a  large  goofe-quill.  The  flower  grows 
like  our  Fax-glove.  The  fruit  are  feven  or  eight  green  oval  pods,  one  inch 
dong,  and  deeply  divided  in  fix  parts.  The  root  with  fait  in  the  form  of  .* 
.cataplafm,  is  applied  to  btuifes. 

Arra  Ciiitta. 

This  grows  five  feet  high,  but  muft  be  fupported ;  the  perpendicular 
root  is  as  thick  as  a  man’s  finger,  and  fends  .forth  five  or  fix  ftalks,  which 
.cling  to  .any  thing  they  chance  >to  . meet  with,  and  near  their  tops  they  divide. 
The  leaves  grow  alternately  on  the  ftalk,  or  the  branches  ;  they  are  pin- 
•nated,  and:  three  pair  and  an  odd, leaf  grow  together*,  in  lhap.e  they  are  oval 
..and  pointed,  and  two  inches  long.  The  flowers  are  blue.,  and  of  the 
fhape  of  pea-flowers.  The  feed-vefiel  is  apod,  four  inches  long,  contain¬ 
ing  10,  ora  greater  number  of  kidney-lhaped  feeds.  The  juice  ofthis  plant, . 
.the  old  .women  give  in  the  bleeding  fever. 

Dulcamunda. 

'The  root  grows  perpendicularly,  is  in  common  ia  inches  long,  and  two 
•thick,  but  fometimes  it  is  ftill  much  longer  and  thicker  5  it  is  brown  without, 
.and  red  within.  The  ftalk  is  erect,  and  one  inch  thick,  deeply  furrowed, 
as  are  the  petioles  of  the  leaves.  The  plant  grows  to  four,  feet  in  height ; 
there  are  generally  four- leaves  on  the  ftalk,  growing  together  in  an  alternate; 
.manner,  and  thefe  are  of  a  bright  green,  and  cordated,  a6  inches  in  length,. 

12  in  breadth,  and  highly  ribbed.  The  flower  is  an  umbel,  -not  unlike  that 
of  the  elder  before  it  is  in  full  bloom.  The  root  of  it,  with  pepper,  is 
given  in  pills  to  difcufs dwellings ;  and  a  cataplafm  of  the  fame  applied  to 
fwolryparts,  is  ufed  with  the  like  intention. 

\  Bora  Con  krill. 

This  is  the  largeft  of  the  fpecies;  it  is  a  procumbent  plant,  and  throws 
out  roots  at  its  joints.  The  leaves  are  angular,  and  of  a  bright  green. 
The  flowers  I  have  never  feen.  The  fruit  ;is  oval,  and  larger,  than  an 

oftrich’s 
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eft'rich’s  egg ;  of  a  fine  orange  colour,  armed  with  thick  and :  ftrong 
femes,  full.of .  a  foft  white  pulp,  in  which  are  the  feeds,  which  are  flat  and* 
black;,  of  the.fize  of  fixpence,  and  as  thick  as  a,  crown-piece.  Thofe  feeds 
ground  oh  a  ftone  with  hoaejt,  are  aa  excellent  laxative  in  fevers.- 

'  Tobacco,. 

Is  too  well  known,,  to -need  a  defcription. 

Ole.- 

Ib;  the  beginning* off  the  rainy  feafon,  the  leaves  of  this  plant  being  , 
folded  together,  rife,  out  of  the  ground,'  and  when  they  are  gotten  to  the 
height  of  fix  inches,,  then  the  ftem  appears,  foon  afterwards 'the  leaf  un¬ 
folds,  and  divides  in  three  feveral  parts,  and  thefe  go  again  into  many  other 
divifions ;  but  there  is  a  continuation-  of  the  leaf  through  every  fubdivifion 
of  the  three  fif ft  parts.  The  ftatfc  grows  to  two  feet  or  more,  and  is  ds- 
thick  as  a  .  man’s  wrift,  fucculent,.  and  of  a  pale  green  ;■  fpotred  very  co¬ 
piously-  with  a  deep  purple  colour.-  The  leaves  are  of  a  pale,  yet  bright" 

SThe  root  is  a- large  ball  of- io  inches  diameter,  .and  round,  with- 
excrefcences  on  its  forface,  each  of  which  becomes  a  frefli  root  when  • 
planted  :  it  is  reddifruon  the-  outfide,  and  red  within,  very -pungent  to  the 
tongue-,,  but; yet; the  natives.'boil  and  make  ufe.  of •  it,.. and  alfo  of  the  ftalks, . 
as  a  part  of  their  food.  ■ 

Umbel  Cootcha.- 

This  grows  -  almoft  ■  e  reft ;  ■  the  leaves  on  the  pinnae'  are.  much  fmaHer,  hue 
more  numerous,  and  of  a  finer  green  than  thofe  of  the  Nauta  or  prickly  plant ;  • 
in  every  thing:  eke,  as  its  manner  of  growing,  its  fpines  and  flower,  they- 
are  exaftly  alike ;  the  fruit  of.  this  I  could  never  meet  with. 

Ogxure. 

This  runs  up  a  greatiway  on  trees  or  hedges  the  leaf  is  of  a  deep  green,  - 
Alining,  finooth,  and  tender.  The  flower  is  white,  monopetalous,  and  di¬ 
vided  in  fix  parts  down  the  cup ;  the  ftamina  are  rough  double  filaments, 
in  number  fix; -the  anther®  ontop  of  the  filaments,  are  bearded  like  an  arrow. 
The  fruit  is  an  apple  of  the  lhape  of  a  cucumber,  and  the  feeds  are  like 
it:  the  fruit  is  firft  green,  and  afterwards  of  a  beautiful  bright  fcarlet  co¬ 
lour,  dr  between  that  and  crimfon ;  the  parrots,  and  many  other  birds  feed 
on  them,  yet  it  is  not  the  bird  pepper.— The'  leaf  of  this  plant  .when 
young,  is  exa&ly  like  the  leaf  of  the  P-hyfical  - Cucumber,  when  rid,'- it  is 
like  the  leaf  of  the  Dottra. 

JDootra. 

This  is  a  garden  volubilis.  €aru.la 
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Carilla.  , 

This  is  alio  a  garden  volubilis,  and  runs  up  flakes  or  trees,  but" not  to 
a  great  height;  A  leaf  and  a  tendril  grow  at  every  joint,  that  is  to  fay. 
regularly  at  about  the  diftance  of  four  inches  from  each  other.  The  leaf  is  of 
a  deep  green,  and  made  like  that  of  the  cucumber.  The  fruit  is  about  three 
inches  long  •,  lharp  at  each  end,  and  more  than  an  inch  in  diameter,  With 
four  ridges  on  its  furface,  running  from  one  end  to  the  other,  rough,  and 
ferrated,  like  a  cock’s-comb.  It  is  a  cucumber,  and  eaten  by  the  natives 
in  their  curries. 

Burnee.  - 

This'  is  a  finall’  plant,  which  grows  to  about  eight  inches  in  height ;  it 
is  found  in  watery  places.  The  {talks  are  Angle,  ereft,  and  fucculent; 
the  leaves  grow  thick  on  the  plant,  are  fuboval, .  and  one  third- of  an  inch 
■  in  length.  The  juice  of  this,  they  tell  me,  they  give  in  oU  fevers,  by 
which  I  believe  they  mean  confumptions. 

Or,  c.  ' 

It  appears  to  me,  that  this  is  the  Dogwort  Cotton.  This  plant  grows 
to  fix  feet  in  height  and  more:  it  is  bufhy,  and  many  ftalks  arife  from 
one  root,  which  ftalks  are  (lightly  divided  •,  yet  fometimes  I  have  feen  only 
a  Angle  (talk  to  rife  from  the  root,  and  then  it  has  fpread  fo  much,  as  to 
give  the  appearance  of  the  plant’s  being  a  fmall  tree.  The  leaves  are  foft, 
and  flefby  ;  of  a  pale  fhining  green  above,  whitilh,  and  cottony  below;  the 
limbs  are  alfo  foft  and  fpungy.  The  flowers  grow  in  an  umbel  on  the  top, 
and  on  the  diviftons  of  the  branches;  there  is  no  calyx,  and  the  corolla  is 
Angle,  bell-fhaped,  with  the  upper  part  divided  in  fix  places,  down  to  the 
tube;  thofe  lie  horizontal,  are  flelhy,  and  of  a  fine  purple  colour.  The 
ftamina  are  fix  filaments,  joined  by  a  membrane  in  the  center,  on  the  top 
of  which  is  a  round,  flatted,  ftellated  anthera.  The  fruit  is  an  oblong,  flefliy 
pod,  three  inches  long,  containing  fome  round  black  feeds,  and  is  full  of  a 
Cottony  matter.  Every  part  of  this  plant,  .on  being  broken,  emits  an  hot 
pungent  milk,  which  the  natives  mix  with  oil,  and  with  it  rub  the. hands 
for  cure  of  the  itch  ;  I  have  feen  them  ufe  it  for  the  fame  purpofe  without 
; Oil.  ;  ;  ■■  : 

.  Gt;  ALIA. 

The  root  of  this  is  very  large,  brown  without,  white  within;  foft  and 
fucculent.  The  ftalk  is  round  and  woody,  and.  runs!  a  long  way.  amongft 
bulhcs  ;  the  leaves  grow  at  every  joint,  attended  by  a  tendril,  are  hairy,  and 
of  a  pale  green  colour.  The  root  bruifed,  is  ufed  as  a  cataphfm  to  cure 
any  pains  of  the  joints,  thofe  proceeding  from  the  gout  excepted. 


Pop 
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Pot  Sag,  and  Lol  Sag. 

Thefe  are  the  common  greens  which  fpontaneoufly  grow  all  over  India, 
very  much  refembling  our  fpinage,  and  are  by  the  Europeans  called  Cullalot  [ 
©f  which  mention  was  made  in  the  firft  book. 

1  Dodmurden. 

This  is  a  Ihrub,  which  fpreads  confiderably.  The  bright  green  leaves 
are  pinnated  ;  there  are  fix  pair  on  each  pinna,  whole  ribs  are  of  a  black 
colour.  The  flowers  grow  on  a  thick  fpike,  from  the  alse  of  the 
’■pinnae,  and  are  of  a  fine  yellow:  the  calyx  is  a  fine  yellow  rounded  perian- 
thum,  and  the  leaves  are  affixed  to  the  peduncle  by  a  fhort  (lender  unguis : 
the  corolla  is  compofed  of  fix  round  concave  petals,  of  half  an  inch 
broad,  whofe  ungues  are  alfo  very  fliort  and  (lender.  The  flower  confifts 
of  ten  (hort  and  (lender  (lamina,  whofe  antherse  are  double,  and  coronated ; 
two  of  the  (lamina  are  larger  than  the  others,  whofe  antherse  are  not  only 
double,  but  of  a  femicircular  form,  and  nearly  one  third  of  an  inch 
in  length;  another  of  the  ten  (lamina,  is  longer  and  thicker  than  all 
the  reft,  but  its  anthers  differs  not  from  the  fmall  ones.  The  ftyle  is 
fhort;  the  ftigma  triangular,  and  near  an  inch  long.  The  leaves,  when 
pounded,  the  natives  apply  by  way  of  a  cataplafm  to  the  ringworm  (which 
is  a  very  troublefome  and  common  diforder  in  the  Eaft  Indies)-,  it  makes  a 
hard  cruft  over  the  affefled  part,  and  whenever  any  of  this  cruft  breaks, 
they  lay  on  more  of  the  pounded  leaves,  and  continue  lb  to  do  until  the 
■whole  cruft  falls  off,  not  neglecting  to  give  at  proper  intervals  cathartic 
medicines.  This*  Mr.  fhomas  faw  ufed  with  fuccefs,  but  he  was  alfo  in¬ 
formed  in  India,  .  that  the  late  gallant  Admiral  Bofcawen,  when  in  that 
country,  was  cured  of  a  vexatious  and  obftinate  ringworm,  by  an  application 
of  the  (hoe-flower. 


Mcckmuxl. 

-This  volubilis  climbs  up  high  trees;  its  (talk  is  round,  and  very 
ytoolly :  the  leaf  which  is  alfo  very  woolly,  is  green  above,  and  almoft  white 
below.  The  flowers  are  umbelliferous,  campanulated,  and  of  a  fine  pur¬ 
ple  colour.  The  limbs  are  much  curled  and  extended.  Stamina,  are  five, 
(anthera  oblong,  and  ereft)  affixed  to  the  upper  part  of  the  tube  of  the 
corolla.  Style  is  Angle,  and  fubulated.  Stigma,  oval,  and  double. 

The  green  fide  of  the  leaves,  digeft;  and  the  white,  dry,  old  ulcers. 

Turmerics. 

This  is  too  well  known,  to  need  a  defeription ;  as  is  alfo 
Gingeb. 

Rrr 


Bonadda, 
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Bonadda,  Wild  Ginger. 

This  plant  grows  to  five  or.  fix  feet  in  height.  The  root,  is,  like  ginger ; 
the  ftalk  a  culm,  pale  green,  and  a  little  woolly;  flower,  a.  club,  of  fix. 
inches  in  length,  and  formed  like  that  of  the  other  ginger. 

Bisnagullie.  « 

The  root  is  tuberous  and  white ;  from  which  arifes  a  Angle  fiender  ftalk, 
naked  about  two  feet  from  the  ground,  then,  at.  alternate  diftances  of  half 
an  inch,  grow-  the  leaves,  which  are  of  a  pale  green  colour,  and 
fupport  themfelves  by  the  tendrils  at  their  ends;  they  are  continued 
to  the  height  of  10  feet,  growing  in  an  alternate  fucceffion,  as  well 
on  the  divifions  as  ftalk.  Several  flowers  grow  at  the  extremities  of  thofe 
divifions,  on  footftalks  of  five  inches,  three  leaves  forming  a  cup  for  them, 
which  fhut  up  in  the  day,  and  open. at.  night;,  thefe  are  compofed  of  fix 
graffy  flowers,  one  half  inch  long,  of  the  fhape  and  colour  of  the  plant. 
The  ftamina  are  fix  green  fubulate.d  filaments,  of  half  an  inch  in  length : 
antherse  are  double,  almoft  as  long,  as  the  filaments,  yellow,  and  affixed  by 
their  middle  to  the  top  of  them.  The  germ  is  oblong,  divided  in  three 
parts,  and  the  ftyle  fubulated  and  bifid.  The  root  is  efteemed  a  great 
cooler. 

Lilli-cant. 

The  root  of  this  plant  is  tuberous,  as  warm  as  ginger,  but  more  pleafant, 
of  the  length  and  thicknefs  of  a  man’s  little  finger ;  the  outfide  is  whitifb,  the 
infide  of  a  beautiful  blue,  with  a  mixture  of  clear  white.  The  ftalk  is  a 
culm,  furrounded  by.  leaves,  of  a  deep  green  colour,  with  fome  purple 
on.  their  edges.  This  remarkable  root  grows  at  Bengal,  and  is  given, 
mixed- with  pepper,  in  the  form  of  pills  for  the  fore  throat  in  the  fmall-pox, 
which  they  lay  it  certainly  cures.  Mr.  'Thomas  procured  fome  roots,  and 
carefully  dried  them  with  the  defign  of  bringing  them  to  England ,  but  the 
damp  in  the  fliip  foon  deftroyed  them. 

Maccaleuli.. 

The  root  is  fibrous.  The  ftalk  procumbent,  and  takes  root  at  the  joints. 
The  leaves  are  of  a  pale  green  above,  ftill  paler  below,  and  feel  rough.; 
they  grow  on  petioles  of  three  inches.  The  fruit  is  an  apple,  as  bigas 
A  large  lemon  ;  of  the  lemon’s  fhape,  with  a  beautiful  orange  colour,  con¬ 
taining  a  number  of  flat  ov-al  feeds,  nearly  half  an  inch  in  length,  and  a 
deep  green  pulp.  The  root  pounded,  and  mixed  with  ginger,  is  given 
in  fevers.  There  is  another  of  the  fpecies,  much  like  this  in  its  leaves 
and  fruit,  and  which  runs  up  very  high  on  walls,  trees,  &c. 

Ractagaroo. 

The  root  of  this  creeper  is  near  a  foot  long,  one  fourth  of  an  inch  thick, 
white  and  fibrous  within.  The  ftalk  is. .round,  procumbent,  and  green, 
5  Leaves, 
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Leaves,  of  a  deep  green  above,  but  paler  below.  The  rootbruifed  and 
mixed  with  pepper,  they  give  in  the  gout. 

Bawmanhutta. 

TJie  root  grows  perpendicularly,  is  an  inch  or  more  in  diameter,  brown, 
two  feet  long,  white  within,  and  woody.  The  ftalk  is  woody,  and  jointed, 
growing  in  height  to  fix  feet  or  more,  but  naked  nearly  half  way,  then  it 
divides  into  feveral  branches.  The  leaves  grow  in  pairs,  on  fhort  pedicles, 
and  are  very  thick  together,  of  a  bright  green,  fucculent,  and  of  tender 
make.  The  flowers  grow  on  fpikes,  round  the  upper  part  of  the  branches, 
are  of  a  pale  yellow  colour,  and  fomewhat  of  the  lhape  of  our  honey- 
fuckle.  Stamina,  are  four  in  number,  but  the  ftyle  ‘is  Angle.  They  give 
the  root  powdered,  in  the  moft  dangerous  Hate  of  the  fmall-pox,  at  the 
fame  ‘time  hanging  a  piece  of  it  about  the  neck.,. 

Getkuei.. 

This  plant  grows  to  three  or  four  feet,  in  height.  The  ftalk  is  woody,' 
ereft,  and  fpreads  a  good  deal.  The  leaves  on  long' petioles,  are  fome¬ 
what  dufty,  of  a  pale  green,  and  feel  harfh :  the  fiowe'rs  grow  in  umbels, 
on  top  of  the  branches  ;  they  are  of  a  deep  red,  or  crimfon  colour,  mo- 
nopetaloils,  divided  to  the  cup  in  five  horizontal  fegments,  which  when 
full  bloom,  cldfe  upon  the  fruit.  The  fruit  is  a  foft  berry,  of  the  fize  df 
a  large  currant,  and  when  ripe,  is  o'f  a  dark  green  colour. 

Jamblan,  or  Mirabolans. 

There  are  various  forts  of  thefe,  which  grow  to  middling  fxzed  trees," 
whofe  leaves  are  foooth,  fhining,  and  polifhed. 

Sereece. 

This  is  a  large  fpreading  tree,  which  is  planted  in  walks,  and  grows  very 
tall.  The  bark  is  brown  and  cracked;  the  leaves  are  pinnated,  grow 
along  every  branch,  and  are  of  a  pleafant  graffy  green :  the  flowers  grow 
on  fpikes  at  the  ends  of  the  branches,  on  fhort  footftalks.  The  calyx  is 
a  thin  perianthum.  The  corolla  is  alfo  green,  and  very  fmaH,  with  nu¬ 
merous  petals.  The  flowers  have  very  long  fine  filaments,  which  are  of 
a  whitilh  green  colour,  and  fine  fmell;  and  fo  numerous,  as  to  give  the 
flower  the  appearance  of  an  hemifphere.  - 

Bonaranga. 

This  is  a  very  ftnall,  bulhy  tree  ;  it  grows  fometimes  to  the  height  of 
20  Feet,  but  is  full  of  branches  from  its  very  root.  The  leaves  grow 
very  thick,  and  alternately  on  the  branches ;  above,  they  are  fmooth,  and 
of  a  bright  firming  green,  but  below,  they  are  paler,  and  ribbed.  The 
limbs  of  the  tree  grow  to  a  great  length.  The  flowers  -I  have  not  ften. 

Err  2  The 


The  fruit  is  a  round' hulk  of  an  orange  colour,  about  an  inch  in  diameter, 
and  divided  pretty  deep  into  fix  lobes.  When  ripe  it  falls  into  three  pieces, 
in  each  of  which  is  a  pulpy  fruit,  with  a  black  nut  containing  a  white  Ker¬ 
nel.  The  whole  of  the  fruit  pounded  with  pepper  and  made  into  pills,  the 
natives  give  to  patients  in  the  finall-pox  accompanied  with  fore  throats* 

Bering  jole.. 

This  is  a  robuft  fpinous  plant,,  which  grows  two  feet  high.  The  rough 
leaves  are  of  a  pale  dirty  green,  with  rough  fpines  upon  the  middle  and 
larger  ribs.  .The  flowers  I  have  not  obferved.  The  fruit  is  oblong,  of  a 
pale  green,  'mixed  with  a  purple  colour;  fometimes  the  purple  is  the 
prevailing  colour ;  at  the  bottom  the  fruit  is  larger  than  it  is  at,  the 
.ftem.  The  inhabitants  of  India  in  general  eat  of  this  fruit  in  their  curries;, 
they  boil  them  alfo  as  we  do  turnips,  but  many  perfons  prefer  them  when 
broiled  and  feafoned  with  pepper  and  fait. 

Puls  a. 

This,  grows  to  a  tolerable  fiz'e.  The  bark  is  of  the  colour  of  our 
hazel,  and  indeed  the  tree  looks  like  the  hazel;  the  leaf  is  foft,  woolly, 
and  of  a  pale  green  colour.  The  flower  I  have  not  ,feen  ;  the  fruit  is  a 
kind  of  olive,  of  a  red  colour ;  when  ripe  a  lirtle  downy,  and  of  an  agreeable 
acid  tafte.  I  never  faw  any  of  them  but  in  Bengal,  and.  there,  only  in  a  gar¬ 
den  belonging  to  Omichund  the  Gentoo  merchant. 

PuNSHULEE. 

This  is  a  fmall  tree  or  Ihrub  whofe  limbs  grow  very  long  and-  are  full  of 
pinnae.  The  leaves  are  a  fine  pleafant  green,  what  the  flower  is.I  cannot 
fay,  having  never  feen  it.  The  fruit  is  a  fmall  berry  which  grows  at  the 
ftalk  of  every  leaf;  it  is  firft  green,  then  red,  and  when  perfectly  ripe, 
black.  The  boys  paint  their  kites  with  thefe  berries. 

The  Gregorian  or  Wild  Cucumber,  called'  in  Bengal  T eet - 

pulta,  and  lately  by  feme  Europeans  in  India,  the  Vomiting 

Bird-Nest, 

This  plant  grows  like  our  cucumber  plant,  and  climbs  high  on  trees ; 
like  the  cucumber  it  alfo  varies  in  its  fpecies,  though  1  faw  no.  very 
material  difference  among!!  them.  When  the  fruit  is  green-  it  is  made  ufe 
of  as  an  ingredient  in  carries ,  and  cuts  like  our  cucumber.  When  dry,  it 
confifts  of  a  number  of  fine  longitudinal  and  tranfverfe  fibres  finely  inter¬ 
woven  with  each  other,  and  forming  three  cells  the  whole  length  of  the  fruit, 
remarkable  for  having  the  longitudinal  fibres  more  numerous  on  the  infide, 
and  the  tranfverfe  ones  on  the  outfide,  and  which  are  full  of  roundifti  black 
feeds :  thofe  cells  open  at  the  end  in  one  hole,  whofe  circumference  is 
that  of  a  fliilling,  and  which  is  firmly  and  exactly  flopped  by  the  ridged 
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Ucin,  rind’,  or  ‘coat  of  the  fruit.  In  the  center  of  this  hole,  is  the 
piftil,  which  is  a  continuation  of  the  ftaik,  and  drops  out  juft  before 
‘the  rainy  feafon'  fets  in,  and  then  the  feeds  alfo  fall;  but  before  riiac 
feafon-.  commences,  the  fkin  remains  perfectly  whole ;  which  happy  circurn- 
■ftance  feems-to  be  a  peculiar  care  of  providence  for  the  prefervanon  of  this 
valuable  vegetable  ;  the  fibres  are  what  we  commonly  called,  the  IHrds-nefi, 
and,  when  dipped  in  boiling  water,  and  repeated  to  be  dipped,  until  the 
water  becomes  of  the  colour  of  fine  hyfon  tea,  is  certainly  a  powerful 
and  fa-fe.  emetic,  not  at  all  inferior  in  its  virtues  to  the  ipecacuanha  root,,  or 
any  other  medicine  whatever.  It  is  truth,  that  wonderful  cures  to  perfons  ' 
labouring  under  flow  nervous  fevers  have  been  wrought  by  this  cucumber, 
whole  excellency  doth  not  meerly  confift  in  its  emetic  and  purgative  qua¬ 
lities,  but  is  alfo  indiiputably  fraught  with  ftomachic  and  reftorative 
virtues :  it  is  alfo  a  gentle  fudorific,  and  the  feeds  are  efteemed  as  a  power¬ 
ful  vermifuge  ;  30  drops  of  a  tinfture  made  of  the  fibrous  cells  infufed  in- 
French  brandy,  and  taken  in  a  glafs  of  Madeira  wine  before  dinner,  feldotn 
fail  to  cure  the.  molt  violent  gain  of  the  ftomach,  which. Mr.  Thomas  often' 
experienced.. 

The  virtues  of  ’ this  plant  feemed  to  be  totally  unknown  to  our  brethren’ 
of  the  faculty  in  India,  until  Mr.  Ihomas  (who  refided  with  me  at  the' 
Hofpital)  was  informed  of  them  by  the  black  doctors  of  the  country  that 
we  employed"  for  coliefling  of  fimples,  and  of  whom  we  endeavoured  to 
get  all  the  information  we  could  relative  to  botany  and  the  phyfical'praftice 
of  the  country.  To  me,  this  gentleman  foon  imparted  his  intelligence,  and 
after,  repeated  and  fatisfaftory  trials  had'  been  made,  I  collefted  a  confider- 
able.  number  of  the  dried  cucumbers,. and  made  ufe  of  them  with  great  fuccels,. 
as  well  in  my  private,  as  in  the  hofpital  praflice.  I  fhall  only  add  on  this 
fubjeft,  that  the  emetic  quality  contained  in  the  cells  of  one  of  thofe  cucum¬ 
bers,-  is  fufficient  to  ferve  for  many  vomiting  doles  -,.the  perfon  ufing  it,, 
has  only  to  take  care,  that  after  having  dipped  the  lame,  in  water,  it  be 
fufpended  in  the  air  in  order  to  its  being  dried;  left  from  the  'aqueous 
particles  which  may  be.  remaining,  in'  the  cells  it  Ihould  chance  to  become, 
corrupted';.  . 

BbSNA',  by  us' called  Sodom  and  Gomorrah. 

This  is  a  tolerable  large  tree,  grows  pretty  thick,  and  is  doubly  pinnated. 
The  leaves  of  the  pinnae  are  tender,  of  a  fine  green  colour,  about  inch 
long.  Some  of  the  flowers  are  white,  fome  red,  whilft  others  are  varies 
gated;  they  are  three  inches  or  more  in  length  and  nearly  two  in-  width,  of 
the  fliape  of  the  pea-flower,  with  numerous  ftamina.  The  fruit’  is  a  pod 
of  14  inches  long,  flat,  and  no  thicker  than  a  goofe-quill,  containing  from 
one  end  to  the  other,  fmall  feeds  of.  die  lhape  of  a  kidney. 


Cbbtta, 
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Chutta,  by  us.  Cock’s- comb.’ 

This  is  a  fhrub-like  plant,  and  common  to  all  the  gardens  in  India.  It 
grows  to  be  10  feet  high,  and  is  doubly  pinnated.  The  ftalk  is  robuft  and 
■woody.  The  bark  of  a  brown  colour.  On  each  pinna  are  10  or  12  pair 
of  fine  green  tender  leaves,  which  are  one  inch  in  length.  The  flowerris 
of  a  fine  crimfon  colour.  The  fruit  is  a  flat  pod,  four  inches  long,  and  % 
of  an  inch  wide,  containing  fix  oval,  flatted,  greenilh  feeds. 

This  is  the  Poinciana  of  Dr.  Hill. 

Wild  Pine-Apple. 

This  grows  on  the  fides  of  watery  places,  is  often  planted  for  hedges, 
and  anfwers  the  purpofe  exceedingly  well,  it  being  thick,  clofe,  and  full  of 
fpines.  The  root  runs  a  great  way  under  the  fufface  of  the  ground;  the 
branches  of  it,  which  are  from  half  an  inch  to  three  or  four  inches  in  diame¬ 
ter,  continue  to  be  of  the  fame  thicknefs  for  a  long  way ;  thefe  are  hard, 
but  not  woody,  of  a  greenilh  colour  without,  and  white  within.  The  plant 
grows  in  the  fame  manner  as  other  pines  do,  but  the  old  leaves  of  this  are 
fomewhat  longer  than  thofe  of  the  other,  and  at  the  fame  time  fpinous ;  as 
thefe  drop  off,  there  is  a  kind  of  flock  remaining  which  is  five  or  fix  inches 
‘in  diameter,  and  not  unlike  the  Bamboo  ;  and  whenever  thefe  have  been  fuf- 
fered  to  remain  uncut  for  any  length  of  time,  if  you  lift  upward  the  outer 
leaves, "you  will  fee  a,  number  of  thofe  flocks,  or  flems,  and  a  large  cavity 
in  the  middle  of  them,  which  is  always  proportionally  correlponding  to  the 
height  of  the  hedge,  as  there  are  no  leaves  but  w-hat  are  near  the  furface  of 
the  hedge.  At  Madrafs  you  fee  a  remarkable  high  hedge  of  this  kind, 
(originally  planted  for  limiting  to  the  northward  the  boundaries  of  that  fet- 
tlernent,)  which  is  nearly  20  feet  high,  and  hollow  enough  for  flickering 
many  'hundred  men,  but1  their  general  height  is  no  more  than  five  or  fix 
feet.  The  flower  is  an  ereffc  fpike,  very  thick  and  foft,  of  a  brown 
colour,  and  like  our  graffes  it  grows  in  a  double  ftrong  and  flelhjr 
fpatha,,  yielding  a  fweet  and  highly  perfumed  odour ;  and  which,  if  dried 
and  put  amongft  linen  clothes,  will  prevent  their  being  injured  by  the  ant, 
or  any  other* deftroying  infedt  or  vermin.  The  fruit,  which  is  eaten  by  the 
poor  people,  refembles  the  other  pine-apple,  but  is  fhorter  than  that. 

Cow-Itch. 

This  is  the  down  found  on  the  outfide  of  apod,  which  is  about  the  length 
and  thicknefs  of  a  man’s  little  finger,  and  of  the  lhape  of  an  Italian  S. 
The  plant  grows  to  a  great  height  amongft  trees  and  buflies the  leaves 
grow  in  pairs  with  a  Angle  one  at  the  end,  are  of  a  deep  green  colour, 
cordated  lhape,  about  four  inches  long,  with  the  main  fibre  running  near 
the  upper  fide  of  the  leaf.  The  flowers  grow  thick  on  a  fpike  which  is 
nearly  an  inch  in  length,  of  a  fine  deep  purple  colour,  and  bilabiated  in 
a  green  cup ;  after  the  flowers  fall  off  the  pod  remains.  The  leaves 
bruifed,  are  efteemed  an  excellent  application  for  wounds  in  cattle. 

Gingilla 
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Gingil-la  Seed. 

This  is  the  Sefamum  of  Dr.  Mill..  They  ufeits  oil,  to. frf  their  fldft  or  fifh 
jftj  and  preferve 'the  feeds  as  fweetmeats,  and  deem  them  to  he  ftrength- 
ners. 


Saume  de  Chute. 

This  is  a  very  pretty  Ih rub-like  plant,  in  height  fometimes  more 
than  12  or  1-4  feet.  The  bark  is  grey  below,  and  greep  above.  The- leaves 
are  very  fmall  and  tender,. of  apale  but  pleafant  green  colour ;  oval  in  fhape, 
and  half  an  inch  in.  length  doubly  pinnated,  with  eight  or  ten  pais 
growing  on  each  fide-pinna.  The  flower  is  fometimes  yellow,  fometimes 
purple,  grows  on  fpikes,  and  is  of  the  fhape  of  the  pea-bloffom.  The 
fruit  is  a  [lender  pod,  of  the  thicknefs  of  a  pack-thread,  containing  oblong 
truncated  feeds  •,  they  are  firft  of  a  brownifh  black,,  but  when  ripe,  are 
brown,  and  look  on  the  tree,  where  they  plenteoufly  hang,  like,  fo  many 
pieces  of  pack-thread.  The  leaves  fried  with  Ghee  are  ufed  as  a  fuppurating 
catapiafm. 


Marricallanga.  Semen  emeticam  novum. 

I  have  never  feen.  the  tree,  but  they  tell  me  that  it  is  a.  large  one.  * 
had  fame  of  its  branches  brought  to  me,,  which  were  like  the  branches  of 
our  Barberry,  and  equally  as.  thick ;  they  are  of  a  great  length,  and 
fend  forth  but  a  fmall  number  of  the  fmaller  branches.  The  bark  is 
greyifh,  the  wood  is  tough  ;  at  the  diftance  of  two  or  three  inches  through¬ 
out  the  branches,  there  grow  two  very.,  long  fharp  fpines,  which  are  oppofite 
to  each  other,  and  under  each  of' thefe,  ihoot  out  five  or  fix  fmall  fuboval 
leaves  ;  the  ftnalleft  end  being  elongated  ferves  as  a  pedicle  in  the  manner 
©f  our  thorn.  In  the  middle  of  thofe  leaves  on  a  Ihort  pedicle  ftand  the 
fruit,  which  when  green  are  oval,  and  have  an  eye  like  the  pomegranate 
when  ripe,  they  are  nearly  round,  and  of  the  fize  and  colour  of  a  walnut; 
the  fkin  is  rough,  but  breaks  almoft  as  foon  a?  it  is  bended;  in 
the  infide,  the  fruit  is  divided  into  three  partitions  like  the  walnur,  and 
thefe  are  full  of  reddi-fh  feeds,  that  are  oleous,  and  when  fir  ft  tailed,  a  little 
aromatic;  in  fhape  they  are  the  5th  or  6th  of  a  circle  cut  from  the  circum¬ 
ference  to  the  center,  and  fome  of  them  are  angular  without  the  convexity. 
Thefe  feeds  with  the  bulks  when  powdered  is  in  look,  fmell,  and  tafte,  like 
the  powder  of  Ipecacuanha,  and  an  equal  quantity  of  each  operates- alike. 
They  are  to  be  had  almoft  all  over  India,  and  are  fo  cheap  that  the 
price  is  hardly  worthy  of  mention,  for  a  bufhel  will  not  coft  more  than 
a  rupee.  The  black  people  have  always  been  acquainted  with  their  ufeful 
properties,  and  frequently,  ufe  them  in  medicine.  But  the  European  furgeons, 
according  to  Mr.  Thomas's  obfervations,  until  he  himfelf  introduced  them 
into  p  raft  ice  (which  was  after,  that  he  fucceeded  me  as  furgeon  to  his 
xnajefty’s  hofpital)  feemed  to  be  altogether  unacquainted  with  them. 

AiOES, 
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Aloes. 

The  Aloe  is  well  known  in  mod  parts  of  the.  world,  and  therefore  it  is 
unneceffary  to  deferibe  it.  They  grow  all  over  India,  ;  and  near  St.  Augufc 
tine's  Bay  at  Madagafcar ,  is  to  be  found  in  great  abundance,  the  right 
Succo trine  fort. 


Agoghoksf.. 

This  is  a  direCt  grafs.  The  culm'  fometimes  runs  upwards  of  two  feet,  and 
is.  undivided.  The  leaves  are  pointed,  of  a  fine  green,  rough,  half  an  inch 
broad,  and  two  feet  long:  they  are  of  an  aromatic  tafte,  mingled  with  an 
agreeable  bitter,  yield  a  fine  fweet-fmelling  flavour,  and  are  ufed  in  cool 
.tankards,  '&c. 


Diet-Productions  of  the  Garden: 

It  would  be  endlefs  to  attempt  a  defeription  of  the  number  and  fort* 
which  India  produces  of  the  creeper  and  volubilis  kind,  and  that  are  by 
the  Europeans  and  natives  ufed  in  their  curries,  and  foups ;  there  are  of  them, 
whofe  fruit  are  from  the  fize  of  a  bulhel  meafure  to  that  of  the  goofeberry ; 
.aDd  of  every  fliape,  fuch  as  round,  oval,  oblong,  angular,  & c.  There  is 
alfo  a  great  variety  of  the  bean  kind,  too  tedious  to  mention  here  ;  but  the 
one  which  they  call  Try,  I  cannot  pafs  over :  it  is  highly  efteemed  when  ftewed, 
by  the  Europeans,  and  when  ripe  and  dry,  carries  with  it  the  appearance  of 
the  Wild  Cucumber,  and  is,  as  I  was  told,  like  that,  of  an  emetic  qua¬ 
lity.  Whether  it  is  the  fame,  has  been  a  matter  of  difpute;  however, 
by  comparing  the  defeription  already  given  of  the  Teetpulta,  with  the  few 
particulars  which  follow  relating  to  this,  the  reader  will  foon  difeover  how 
miftaken  thofe  are  who  fuppofe  them  to  be  the  fame.  This  fruit  when  dry, 
is  highly  ridged,  with  five*  Or  fix  large  fibres  running  its  whole  length,  and 
'without  a  piftil  •,  neither  are  the  fibres  fo  diftinft  as  in  the  other,  but  are 
jluffy,  as  if  beaten. 

In  the  markets  of  all  our  Engiijh  fettlements,  you  feldom  meet  with  any 
other  vegetables  for  fale  than  what  are  the  natural  productions  of  the 
country ;  whereas  in  thofe  of  the  Dutch  you  find  a  plenty  of  the  European 
cabbages,  coleworts,  carrots,  turnips,  peafe,  £sV.  fsV.  &c. 

■  With  pleafure,  I  acknowledge  the  aid  I  have  received  from  the  late  ingenious 
Mr.  Thomas’s  papers,  which  contain  alfo  branches  or  leaves  of  almoft  every 
one  of  the  foregoing  trees,  Ihrubs,  and  plants.;  thefe  enabled  me  to  give  fo 
.accurate  an  account  -of  the  vegetable  productions  of  -Indojlan,  and  from 
them  I  have  alfo  tranferibed  the  following  recipe  for  the  cure  of  putrid 
intermitting  fevers,  communicated  to  us  by  n  Gent oo  doCtor  during  our 
being  together  in  Bengal,  and  which  I  oftentimes  fuccefsfully  prescribed 
.  in  the  cotirle  of  my  hofpital  practice  in  that  fettlement :  concerning  it  Mr. 
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’Thomas  hath  left  this  opinion,  “  We  have  found  it  to  anfwer  better  than  the 
bark,  in  whatever  quantity  given.” 

“Take  of  Roman  vitriol,  and  burnt  pearls,  each,  the  weight  of  one 
rupee,  (i.  e.  three  drachms  and  feven  grains ;)  orpiment  half  a  drachm  ; 
furnamachy,  (a  metallic  foflil)  burnt  10  grains:  walh  the  orpiment  in 
chunam  (Lime)  water ;  powder  them  well  together,  and  make  them 
into  a  foft  ele&uary  with  the  juice  of  green  aloes  •,  then  put  it  into  a  fmall 
umdazed  earthen  pan,  and  turn  another  lhallow  one  over  it,  both  which 
clo?e  well  with  clay,  by  furrounding  both  the  pans  with  it,  and  at  leaft  half 
an  inch  thick.  Then  dig  a  hole  ,  in  the  ground  14  inches  wide  and  a 
foot  deep,  into  which  put  dried  cow-dung  and  fome  bits  of  ftraw  to  the 
height  of  fix  inches  from  the  bottom  of  the  hole,  then  fet  the  fame  on 
fire°;  put  over  the  fuel  the  pans,  taking  care  to  cover  them  with  cow-dung 
and  bits  of  ftraw,  till  they  are  piled  fix  or  eight  inches  above  the  pit  or 
hole,  where  let  the  pans  continue  till  all  the  fuel  is  confumed  by  the 
fire,  which  will  be  about  feven  hours.  When  the  medicine  is  taken  out, 
it  looks  like  a  cinder;  this  you  are  to  reduce  to  a  powder,  and  give  two 
grains  with  fugar  every  morning. 

A  Lift  of  Indian  Drugs  hath  been  given  in  p.  44. 
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A  P  P  E  N  D  I  X, 


N°.  III. 

An  Account  of  the  Diseases  incident  to  Gombroon, 
contained  in  a  letter  from  an  ingenious  phyfician  who 
refided  fever al  years  in  that  fettlement. 

DURING  my  abode  at  Comhroon ,  autumnal  and  vernal  Intermittents 
raged  in  as  various  forms,  as  have  ever  been  remarked  in  the  defcrip- 
tions  given  of  thefe  difeafes  by  medical  authors.  The  moft  Ample  of  them 
often  continued  to  harrafs  the  patient  for  a  confiderable  length  of  time. 
Others  were  quite  anomalous,  the  paroxyfms  frequently  redoubling,  and 
that  not  always  in  a  regular  order  5  which  plainly  evinced  the  malignity  of 
their  nature.  I  have  known  a  regular  autumnal  'Tertian  (which  never 
doubled  the  paroxyfm,  except  upon  fome  cafual  indifcretion  of  the  patient), 
fo  obftinate  as  to  continue  twelve  or  thirteen  months,  and  at  length  to  occa- 
fion  indurations  in  the  fpleen,  liver,  &c. 

The  obftinacy  of  thefe  difeafes,  and  the  bad  confequences  arifing  from 
them,  do,  I  believe,  but  feldom  occur  in  other  countries,  and  here,  were 
by  no  means  occafioned  by  bleeding,  or  other  improper  evacuations.  Even 
when  by  the  irregularities  of  the  patient  the  fits  were  anticipated,  or  re¬ 
doubled,  the  fever  quickly  affumed  its  firft  type,  and  fo  went  on  until  the 
patient’s  want  of  ftrength  and  the  dread  of  worfe  confequences,  obliged  me 
to  put  a  flop  to  its  career  by  the  bark.  A  repetition  of  the  fame  medicine 
afterwards,  at  intervals,  according  to  Sydenham's,  method,  did  not  always 
prove  fuccefsful 
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.  Other  Intermittent:,  were  of  a  more  malignant  nature,  and  attended  with 
fuch  complicated  and  redoubled  fits,  as  fometimes  to  terminate  in  a  con¬ 
tinual  fever  of  the  word  kind,  to  the  great  danger  and  often  the  deftruftion 
or  the  patient.  Continual  Putrid  Fevers ,  appeared  as  the  fun  approached  the 
winter,  or  fummer  folftice,  but  were  by  no  means  fo  frequent  as  to  deferve 
the  , name  of  epidemics.  Baftard  Peripneumonies,  alfo  occurred  from  the 
middle  of  OUoler  to  the  middle  of  November,  and  might  in  fome  years  be 
obferved  even  in  the  fucceeding  months  to  the  end  of  February. 

But  the  various  lpecies  of  Intermitting  Fevers  already  mentioned,  were,' 
at  leaft  while  I  was  there,  the  moft  prevailing  diforders  at  Gombroe#. 

The  Quotidians,  during  the  firft  days,  by  reafon  of  their  obfcure  inter- 
miffion,  were  fomewhat  difficult  to  be  diftinguilhed  from  the  reft:  but  by 
attending  to  the  attack  of  the  firft  cold  fit,  and  the  progrefs  of  the  other 
fubfequent  fymptoms,  the  cafe  may  be  known.  The  chilnels  in  the  begin¬ 
ning  of  this  fever  commences  in  the  extreme  parts  of  the  body,  fuch  as  at 
the  tip  of  the  nofe,  and  the  ends  of  the  fingers,  or  toes:  it  never  feizes  with 
an  univerfal  rigor,  or  in  all  or  moft  of  the  mufcular  parts  of  the  body- at 
once,  as  in  the  beginning  of  many  Continual  Fevers ;  neither  does  it  rife  to 
fo  great  a  degree  as  in  a  Tertian.  The  cold  fit  is  often  very  flight  at  Gom¬ 
broon,  and  I  believe  in  moft  hot  climates.  Towards  the  end  of  the  cold  fit, 
a  pituicous  vomiting,  with  great  •drowfmefs,  often  attacks  the  patient,  and 
foon  after,  the  pulfe  becomes  quicker,  having  an  undulating  motion,  but 
not  fo  ftrong  in  its  vibrations  as  in  a  Tertian ,  nor  attended  with  that  tenfity 
and  hardnefs  as  in  acute  Inflammatory  Fevers:  neither  does  the  patient  com¬ 
plain  much. of  thirft,  but  is  on  the  contrary  frequently  troubled  with  watery 
and  frothy  fpittings.  Moreover,  the  heat  of  the  body  during  the  increafe 
or  ftate,  is  accompanied  with  a  moifture,  and  is  very  moderate  when  com¬ 
pared  with  the  heat  attendant  on  continual  Inflammatory  Fevers,  or  Tertian 
Intermit  tents,  in  the  lame  ftate.  If  the  face  continues  for  any  time  pale, 
livid,  and  as  it  were  a  little  bloated,  with  tenfe  Hypochondria,  danger  is 
portended. 

The  patient  in  the  firft  days  hath  feldom  any  truly  critical  fweat;  nor 
are  the  intermiffions  for  the  moft  part  perceptible.  However, _  in  five  or  fix 
days  thefe  Fevers  moft  commonly  Ihow  their  nature  more  plainly,  by  Inter¬ 
miffions  of  fix  or  eight  hours  continuance,  and,  what  I  have  not  elsewhere 
obferved  of  fuch  Quotidians,  they  in  about  a  fortnight  afterwards  terminate 
in  Tertians.  This  Fever  will  by  no  means  bear  a  hot  regimen;  by  this 
it  will  foon  be  changed  into  a  Continual  Putrid,  and  more  dangerous  Fever . 
A  cold  regimen  is  alfo  a  dangerous  extrbme.  At  Gombroon,  if  I  may  be 
allowed  the  expreffion,  it  is  of  a  phlegmatic  arpituitous  nature,  in  which  a 
mean  courfe  between  the  two  excefles  of  either  of  thefe  regimens,  is  to  be 
followed. 
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On  its  firft  attack,  I  ufually  gave  a  vomit,  either  of  Ipecacuanha,  or  Salt 
of  Vitriol ,  adding  to  the  former  a  grain  or  two  of  Tartar  Emetic,  or  two 
drachms  of  Vinum  Benedihium  for  robuft  habits.^  Bleeding  is  feldom  requisite 
in  this  fever  ;  the  pulle,  joined  with  the  ftate  of  other  fymptoms,  muft  alone 
determine  the  expediency  of  that  operation.  The  conftitution,  lb  far  as 
I  could  find,  in  Gombroon,  will  not  bear  too  fmart,  nor  too  great  evalua¬ 
tions  of  any  kind.  For  common  drink,  I  ordered  fack-whey,  fage-tea,  or 
orann-e-whey  ;  and  gave  often  fome  grains  of  Sal  Prunella  mixed  with  them, 
fo  as'riiat  the  patient  might  take  about  the  quantity  of  a  drachm  and  a  half 
of  it  in  the  fpace  of  twenty-four  hours.  I  directed  panado,  and  water-gruel, 
for  theii*food,  allowing  fome  fpoonfuls  of  rhenilh,  old  hock,  or  other  white 
wines,  to  be  given -when  the  fever  was  almoft  on  the  decline.  I  have  fome- 
times,  to  ungovernable  patients,  allowed  chicken  broth,  but  cannot  approve 
of  flefh  nutriment,  even  of  the  lighted  fort,  efpecially  in  the  firft  days  of  a 
fever  of  any  kind,  as  more  eafily  tending  to  putrefadtion  than  the  farinace¬ 
ous  aliment.  Sage,  or  other  tea,  I  frequently  allowed  as  a  change  of  drink; 
but  I  found  the  fack-whey  infinitely  preferable,  as  fupporting  the  fpirits 
better,  and  alio  affording  fome  nourilhment,  which  the  teas  did  not. 

Sweats  forced  by  art  in  the  beginning  of  thefe  fevers,  as  well  as  in  moll 
others,  pervert  the  intentions  of  nature,  and  render  the  difeafe  more  malig¬ 
nant  and  irregular;  but  when  occafioned.by  gently  diluting  and  refolving 
medicines,  they  either  bring  the  Fever  fooner  to  an  Intermiffion,  or  by 
gradually  refolving  and  eliminating  the  morbific'  matter,  reftore  the  patient 
to  health.  In  cafe  the  bowels  are  much  conftipated,  a  clyller  of  milk,  (oiI 
and  fugar,  with  two  drachms  of  lenitive  eledhiary  diffolved  in  it,  may  be 
adminiftered  ;  but  in  moft  cafes  at  the  beginning  of  Quotidians,  the  ftools 
are  crude  and  watery,"  and  an  emetic  will  ufually  procure  as  much  evacua¬ 
tion  as  is  neceflary  this  way.  "Where  the  drowfinefs  was  fo  excefiive  as  to 
threaten  a  Coma,  and  the  languor  of  the  pulfe  required  the  application  of  a 
blifter,  I  have  found  benefit  from  applying  it,  but  great  care  is  to  betaken,, 
left  fo  powerful  a  Jlimulus  Ihould  throw  the  patient  into  a  Continual  Fever  -y 
and  indeed,  although  Quotidians  are  very  troublefome,  and  often  dangerous, 
as  I  feldom  had  occafion  to  lower  the  Fever  with  the  lancet,  fo  neither  have 
I  been  often  obliged  to  raife  the  pulfe  by  the  -application  of  vefica- 
tories.  Such  Fevers ,  by  a  prudent  treatment,  without  running  into  any  ex¬ 
tremes,  ■will  often  in  a  few  days  grant  fome  hours  truce  daily  to  the  patient, 
and  provided  his  conftitution  holds  out,  may  in  a  fortnight  afterwards,  form 
themfelves  into  regular  Tertians. 

But: where  I  have  been  apprehenfive  of  the  patient’s  fuccumbing 
tinder  the  fever  before  fueh  a  wifhed-for  change,  I  have  then  taken,  the 
opportunity  &f  the  fmall  intermiffions,  to  give  the  bark,  with  as  much  cau¬ 
tion  and  prudence  as  I  was  m after  of.  You^are  fenfible,  no  particular 
advice  in  fuch  a  cafe  can  be  given  ;  this  muft  be  left  entirely  to  the  judgment 
of  the  phyfipian  or  furgeon  who  has  attended  the  patient  through  the  whole 
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pourfe  of  the  difeafe.  I  have  however  obferved,  that  on  the  firft,  fecond, 
jthird,  or  fourth  perfect  Intermiffion,  if  I  had  a  mind  to  embrace  that  oppor¬ 
tunity,  I  could  always  exhibit  at  leaft  two  drachms  of  the  bark  before  the 
approach  of  the  next  fit,  which  I  indeed  obferved  to  be  fomewhat  higher 
than  the  preceding  one,  but  without  danger. 

At  the  next  Intermiffion  I  could  generally  make  the  patient  take  half  an 
ounce,  and  on  the  third,  fix  drachms,  or  thereabouts  •,  which  practice  never 
failed  to  drive  off  the  Fever ,  or  change  its  type  to  -a  Tertian :  nay,  I  have 
been  fometimes  forced  to  lay  hold  of  Remifficns ,  and  it  is  to  be  done  with 
fafety  when  one  is  fure  of  the  nature  of  the  Fever.  Sometimes  you  will 
gain  your  point  in  twice  giving  your  bark  as  above-mentioned,  thrice  never 
failed  me.  In  Quotidians  I  almoft  always  obferved  that  the  bark  occafioned 
watery  (tools,  but  never  durft  venture  to  check  them  by  opiates  ;  how¬ 
ever  I  found  by  experience  that  notwithftanding  the  (tools,  a  third  exhibi¬ 
tion  of  the  bark  feldorn  failed  of  fuccefs. 

Fertians  at  Gombroon ,  as  well  vernal  as  autumnal,  frequently  imitate  for 
fome  days  the  genius  of  Continual  Fevers.  They  may  be  diftinguiflied  even 
in  this  Itate  from  the  other  fpecies  of  Inter, nittents,  in  that  the  pulfe,  dur¬ 
ing  the  flare  of  the  Fever,  is  more  full,  and  ftrong ;  the  heat  is  more 
ardent,  and  dry  ;  and  the  fymptoms  feemingly  are  more  violent ;  the  cold 
fit  too  is  frequently  more  levere,  though  as  obferved  above,  this  is  not 
always  to  be  relied  on.  As  to  their  refemblance  to  the  Continual,  it  is  fo 
very  natural,  that  it  is  not  eafy  in  this  period  of  them  to  make  always  a  juft 
prognoftic,  or  judge  truly  what  Fever  one  hath  got  to  deal  with.  How¬ 
ever,  the  fetting  in  of  the  Epidemic  may  greatly  affift  one’s  judgment.  It 
may  likewife  be  obferved  in  them,  that  the  heat  of  the  patient’s  body  feems 
to  the  touch,  of  an  equal  temperature,  not  greatly  increafed,  as  in  moil  Con- 
tinmls.  But  notwithftanding  all  this,  you  are  very  fenfible  that  Sydenham , 
and  after  him  Boerhaave,  have  written.  Quin  el  fepe  initia  Autumni  mulan- 
tur  exalte  indolent  continmrum,  ob  longiores  et  duplicates  paroxyfmcs,  dum 
tamen  indfles  £2?  cur atio  plane  diver  fa  funt.  The  firft  part  of  which  Apborifm- 
Ihows,  that  at  leaft  in  the  beginning  of  Autumn,  their  appearances  are  as 
fallacious  in  other  countries,  as  in  Gombroon ;  and  the  latter  part  of  it 
declares,  that  a  very  different  method  of  cure  from  that  of  Continual  Fevers „ 
is  requifite  in  thefe  Intermittents. 

I  muft  confefs,  that  notwithftanding  two  fuch  great  authorities,  I  have 
been  frequently  obliged  to  ufe  the  lancet  to  determine  their  Inter - 
niijfions  more  fpeedily,  left  greater  mifehief  fhould  have  befallen  the  patient. 
Boerhaave,  in  another  aphorifm  on  Intermittents,  fays,  VenafeQio  meet' per 
fe  femper,  prodeft  alias  cafu  ut  et  tenuis  exablaque  Diata :  Yet  he  loon  after¬ 
wards  adds,  Perro  fymptomati  urgenti  occuratur  juxt.a  regulas  in  acutis  dalas . 
And  I  can  with  truth  affirm,  that  in  Gombroon,  I  often  found  moderate 
bleeding  necelTary,  as  well  as  the' tenuis  exaftaque  Hata. 
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In  the  beginning  of  thefe  Tertians,,  as  there  are  but  few  rules,  or  precepts, 
which  will  not  admit  of  exceptions,  I  have  in  fome  very  fanguine  habits  of 
body  bled  even  a  fecond  time;  and  am  of  opinion  that  the  probability  of. 
thereby  protracting  the  fever’s  duration  for  a  few  months,  at  leaf:  in  Gom¬ 
broon,  is  not  fo  hazardous  as  running  the  rifque  of  its  change  into  an  Un¬ 
remitting  Continual  Fever ;  in  which  laft  cafe  it  is  always  highly  dangerous, 
and  of  a  malignant  nature.  I  am  a  living  witnefs  of  an  Autumnal  Fever , 
which  began  and  continued  aim  oft  perfectly  regular  for  thirteen  months,  in 
my  own  perfon,  in  fpite  of  all  the  medicines  I  took  to  get  rid  of  it ;  neither 
did  it  ever  double  the  paroxyfn>,  unlefs  it  was  my  own  fault.  I  neither 
bled  nor  ufed  any  other  fevere  evacuation,  and  I  have  known  the  like  hap¬ 
pen  to  feveral  others;  fo  that  in  Gombroon  thofe  Intermitting  Fevers  fometimes 
run  much  beyond  the  ufual  period  of  their  duration  in  other  countries  ;  nay 
even  where  bleeding  hath  not  been  ufed,  the  Vernal  often  continues  to  harrafs 
the  patient  for  fix  months. 

But  to  return,  from  this  digreffion  :  I  have  often  found  the  Fever  by  its 
continuance  for  a  few  days  fo  to  weaken  the  patient,  that  I  was  glad  to 
adminifter  the  bark  even'  on  the  firft  Intermiffion,  and  always  have  done  it. 
with  fafety  and  fuccefs  ;  fometimes  indeed,  as  was  obferved  in  Quotidians, 
on  firft  giving  this  medicine  it  did  not  fucceed,  hay  in  fuch  cafes  I  have 
found  the  next  paroxyfm,  as  it  were  exafperated,  though  without  danger  to 
the  patient ;  but  the  fecond  exhibition  of  this  noble  medicine  never  failed 
to  put  a  temporary  ftop  to  the  fever,  and  often,  if  I  might  be  allowed  the 
expreffion,  to  make  an  entire  conqueft  over  it.  When  fymptoms  were  not 
fo  urgent  after  Intermiffion  from  the  Fever,  I  gave  the  patient  a  drachm  of 
the  Sal  Polychrefi  evening  and  morning  in  a  draught  of  bitters,  and  directed 
the  bitters  by  themfelves  to  be  taken  two'  or  three  times  a  day,  efpecially 
during  the  Intermiffions  of  the  Fever.  Care  was  taken  not  to  overheat  the 
patient,  to  prevent  his  difeafe  being  converted  into  a  Continual  Fever,  of 
which  (except  fome  very  great  irregularities  had  been  committed  by'  the 
patient)  he  runs  no  great  rifque,  after  the  Intermiffions  from  the  Fever  have 
for  fome  days  been  perfectly  diftinCt. 

I  thus  prepared  him  for  the  bark,  as  moft  practitioners  in  Europe  do  at  this 
day.  When  once  the  Intermiffions  are  fair  and  compleat,  you  are  fenfible  there 
can  be  no  danger  from  the  bark.  To  fay  more  to  you  upon  the  fubjeft  would 
be  improper;  I  fliall  therefore  only  add,  that  I  have  fometimes  feen  thefe 
Fevers,  without  any  reafon  that  I  could  aftign,  double  their  paroxyfms ;  and 
fometimes  on  the  third  Intermiffion  that  appeared,  I  adminiftered  the.  bark, 
and  thus  put  a  flop  to  their  further  progrels.  After thefe  Fevers  have  been 
fubdued  by  the  bark,  all  evacuations  become  hurtful  except  a  vomit,  nor 
is  even  a  vomit  to  be  given,  unlefs  in  cafes  of  arelapfe.  Amorous  dalli¬ 
ances  _with  the  fair  fex,  (of  which  I' had  feveral  inftances,  as  well  in  Gombroon 
as  elfewhere,)  infallibly  caufe  a  relapfe,  even  where  there  hath  been  no  enjoy¬ 
ment.  Too  great  an  application  to  bufinefs,  too  much  thoughtfulnefs,  and 
all  forts  of  exercife,  even  only  in  fuch  a  degree  as  on  other  occaftons  might 
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med  falutary,  will  produce  relapfes,  efpecially  during  great  heat  of 
ather. 


\Quartans  are  not  near  fo  frequent  at  Gombroon  as  the  above-mentioned 
%  Etqim;  nor  have  I  ever  obferved  a  Vernal  Quartan  either  here  or  any  where 
and  thofe  which  occur  in  Autumn  have  nothing  particular,  but  what  I 
frail  remark  afterwards  among  the  complications  of  thefe  Fevers.  Neither 
did  the  Quartans  at  Gombroon ,  as  far  as  came  within  my  obfervation,  ever 
imitate  Continual  Fevers,  or  double  their  paroxyfms,  or  require  a  different 
treatment  from  what  they  do  in  other  countries,  As  to  the  Complications  of 
thefe  Fevers,  I  muft  own  I  never  met  with  a  Double  Quotidian,  unlefs  the 
patient  by  interrupting  the  fweat  at  its  beginning,  brought  back  his  fever 
before  the  wonted  time. 


Double  Tertians  at  Gombroon,  are  frequent,  and  eafy  to  be  diftinguifhed 
from  Quotidians,  by  the  paroxyfms  being  equal  on  equal  days  ;  for  inftance, 
if  the  accefs  happens  to-day  at  noon,  to-morrow  it  will  happen  at  fix  at 
night,  next  day  at  noon,  and  the  day  following  at  fix  in  the  evening,  but 
often  the  fits  anticipate  each  other.  When  the  Fever  was  of  the  Tertian 
kind,  thus  redoubled,  I  ufed  in  the  firft,  fecond,  or  third  Intermiflion  to 
reduce  it  to  order  by  the  bark.  When  it  appeared  in  this  form  from 
the  beginning,  after  a  vdmit  and  a  few  days  treatment  as  in  the  Quotidian , 
I  commonly  took  the  firft  fair  opportunity  to  give  the  bark  in  fmall  .quan¬ 
tities,  which  feldom  failed  of  reducing  the  difeafe  to  a  Simple  Tertian,  but  I 
never  ufed  to  be  in  too  great  a  hurry. 

A  Semi-tertian  fometimes  happens,  and  yields,  fo  far  as  I  have  found, 
to  the  treatment  of  the  Quotidians ;  but  be  very  cautious  with  regard  to  the 
bark.  I  have  fometimes  feen  a  Tertian  afflift  the  patient  for  two  days 
together,  and  intermit  the  third;  and  fometimes  continue  for  two  days,  and 
intermit  the  two  following  days ;  both  which  cafes  do  however  but  fddom 
occur  ;  but  among  thofe  Fevers  you  will  find  more  irregularities  than  even 
■what  I  have  mentioned.  When  you  are  fearful  of  tiling  the  bark  in  the 
mixed  or  ’ complicated  kinds  of  thofe  Fevers,  or  even  in  the  more  regular 
Inlermitterrts,  the  Elixir  of  Vitriol  is  an  admirable  medicine,  joined  to  bitters. 
It  is  alfo  excellent  to  prevent  relapfes. 

I  never  obferved  at  Gombroon,  the  Simple  Continued  Inflammatory  Fever :  and 
Putrid  Continual  Fevers  feldom  occurred,  unlefs  fuch  as  were  of  a  periodical 
difpofition. 

As  to  bleeding  in  fuch  Fevers,  it  muft  chiefly  be  determined  by  the  pulfe  ; 
this  evacuation  however  in  the  fame  fpecies  of  fever  during  forne  times  of 
the  year,  may  be  proper  in  fome  perlons,  but  in  others  not  fo  neceffary, 
or  even  advifeable  ;  in  general  I  found  the  nature  of  thefe  Fevers,  and 
likewife  of  the  air,  admitted  of  bleeding,  if  not  carried  to  too  great  an 
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height.  I  never  omitted  giving  a  vomit  as  early  as  poffible,  and  if  the 
vomit  did  not  pafs  downwards,  I  the  fame  evening  ad  mini  tiered  an  emollierit 
rlyiter-,  after  which  carefully  attending  to  the  genius  of  the  Fever,  I  pref 
j'cribed  a  cooling  antiphlogifiic  regimen,  with  attenuating  falts,  and  julaps  . 
acidulated  with  the  Elixir  of  Vitriol,  being,  •  as  careful  as  I  could,  Tpf 
a  ne  quid  nimis.  Violent  attenuates  or  refolvents,  when  too  plentifully 
tiled,  may  diffolve  the  Crafts  of  the  blood  in  too  great  a  degree,  and  thereby 
contrary  to  their  antifeptic  nature,  produce  in  the  human  body,  effedts  quite 
different  from  the  intention  with  which  they  are  given,  by  even  converting 
the  .animal  fluids  into  a  putrid  laiex,  -  altogether  unfit  for  the  functions 
'  of  life.  -Thefe  aifo  too  freely  indulged,  frequently  bring  prepofterous 
fweacs  in  the  beginning  of  th t.  Fever,  before  nature  hath  fufficiently  con- 
rodled  the  febrile  matter.  To  prevent  or  correft  both  which  inconveniencies, 

I  never  found  any  thing  equal  to  the  Gas  Sulphuris,  or  fpirit  of  vitriol, 
frequently  given  either  in  julaps,  or  in  the  patients  common  drink.  Orange- 
juice,  and  diftilled  vinegar,  are  good  medicines,  and  the  laft  is  found  in 
plenty  in  Gombroon.  In  Fevers  the  fpirits  are  more  apt  to  flag  at  Gombroon, 
than  at  anv  other  place  I  ever  knew,  efpecially  during  the  heats,  and  in 
the  foggy  damp  weather,  yet  . I  never  had  recourfe  to  any  of  the  heating 
cordials,  but  found  the  acidulated  julaps  aniwer  my  intentions  very 
well. 

1  rarely  ordered  emulfions,  finding  they  curdled  on  the  ftomach,  either 
through  the  heat  of  the  weather,  nature  of  the  patient’s  ftomach,  or  perhaps 
by  means  of  the  acidulated  julaps  fo  neceffary  in  thofe  Fevers ;  I  therefore 
generally  advjfed  whey  for  common  drink,  in  which  I  could  diffolve  what 
refolvent  falts  I  thought  fit,  and  could  acidulate  to  what  degree  I  thought 
proper,  without  accumulating  a  numerous  farrago  of  medicines  upon  the 
patient,  which  in  fuch  cafes  ufually  becomes  naufeous;  by  this  beverage 
I  found  the  patient’s,  fpirits  better  fupported  than  by  emulfions  or  teas,  alt  ho’ 

I  frequently  allowed  the  Tatter,  efpecially  that  made  from  fage,  by  way  of 
variety.  I  fomecimes  indulged,  the  patient  with  a  cool  tankard  made  with 
rhenilli,  old  hock,  or  in  want  of  them  -with  any  other  white  wine;  which  if 
not  acid  enough,  I  fharpened  with  orange  juice,  or  fpirit  of  vitriol ;  but  I 
think'  it  not  fo  well  to  allow  the  patient  this  draught  quite  cold,  as  they 
.ufually  defire,  for  fear  of  oocafioning  obftruftions  by  its  chilnefs.  I  prec 
ferred  the  farinaceous  food,,  fuch  as  water-gruel,  panado,  Congee,  &c.  to  the 
lighted:  flelh  nourilhment,  which  in  thefe  fevers  is  ftill  more  to  be  prohibited, 
than  in  the  beginning  of  any  of  the  intermitting  kind. 

A  cooling  clyfter  is  fometimes  neceffary,  dpe.cially  if  the  fever  much 
.affe&s  the  head ;  and  by  this  gentle  treatment,  thefe  Fevers  in  five,  feven, 
nine,  eleven,  or  fourteen  days,  ufed  to  go  off  by  a  gradual  refolution ;  a 
very  beneficial  way  to  nature,  and  by  no  means  hazardous. 
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I  Few  of  them  run  a  great  length;  moftof  them  lad  not  above  Seven  or 
$iine  days ;  few  arrive  at  fourteen,  and  fome  were  terminated  ‘in  five,  nay 
vi  very  few  but  very  violent  in  three  days :  what  feemed  to  me  fomewhat 
ikmarkable,  was,  that  a  few  of  thefe  Fevers  terminated  in  hiterniittents ;  and 
•Others  of  them  were  fucceeded  in  about  a  month’s  .time  by  an  Intermittent, 
"Vv.hether  this  was  owing  to  aiiy  particularity  of  the  air,  fo  naturally  difpofed  to 
produce  this  laft  Fever,  efpecially  in  weakened  bodies ;  or  whether  it  was 
>owing  to  nature’s  not  bringing  on  the  firft  fever  to  a  copious  and  critical 
■pjedion  of  the  morbid  caufe,  I  (hall  not  take  upon  me  to  determine.  Yet 
notwithftaflding  this  confequence,  (which  was  not  however  very,  frequent) 
I  always  preferred  a  gradual  refolution  of  the  Fever,  when  qripcal,  to  the 
rifque  which  too  often  attends  an  ifnperfedt  crifis.  After  .thefe  ‘feyers,  I  ufed 
.to  purge  the  patient  at  leaft  twice,  with  the  Dococium  Amafum  cum  Senna, 
•adding  fome  drops  of  the  elixir  of  vitriol  in  each  dofe.  Sometimes,  inftead 
of  a  deco&ion  of  bitters,  I  ordered  an  infufion  of  them  in  white  wine.  By 
this  method  I  judged  that  the  patient  was  not  fo  liable  to  a  fubfequent 
'Intermittent ,  but  I  found  that  even  this  did  not  abfolutely  prevent  it.  With 
.regard  to  Blijlers,  where  the  pulfe  was  ftrong  and  full,  I  rarely  or  never  made 
life  of  them,  on  account  of  a  fimple  delirium  in  thefe  Fevers ;  but  when  the 
.pulfe  funk,  and  where  nervous  twitchings  or  coma  fopervened,  I  always 
.applied  them. 

There  is  likewife  to  be  met  with  at  Gombroon  a  Low  Fever,  attended  with 
great  depreffion  of  the  fpirits,  wherein  Wittering  is  abfolutely  necefifary: 
.this  I  take  to  be  what  is  called  in  Europe  the  Nervous  Fever. 

Blifters  in  general  are  more  advantageoufly  ufed  in  periodical  fevers, 
whether  mild  or  putrid,  than  in  thofe  fevers  which  are  continual. 

For  nervous  fymptoms,  Sal.  Succinic  Ainli.  .Cajlor.  Rujf.  and  other  warm 
medicines,  become  necetfary. 

The  Bajlard  Peripneumony  at  Gombroon ,  requires  ftrong  blifters,  as  well 
as  every  where  elfe  ;  and  bleeding  in  proportion  to  the  patient’s  ftrength  once 
in  the  beginning,  I  found  for  the  molt  part  was  necefifary,  with  a  diluting 
regimen,  Balfamics,  efpecially  of  the  heating  kind,  do  often  more  harm 
than  good.  1  have  fometimes  ufed  a  little  of  the  Oxytnel  Sciliticum  with. 

While  I  was  at  Gombroon,  there  were  none  of  the  Morbi  acuti  febriles 
which  could  be  called  Epidemics,  and  as  fporadtc  they  obferved  their  ufual 
tenour. 

The  Small-pox  is  by  the  country  people,  generally  fpeaking,  reckoned 
epidemic,  and  fatal,  and  obferved  to  return  among  them  about  once  in 
ieven  years ;  but  I  had  not  a  patient  in  that  diforder  all  the  time  I  was 
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in  the  place,  InVall  JiuJe  ^difeafes,  as  well  as  Internment,  I 
.care,  as- much  as  I  poffibly' could,  to  prefetve  the  Vis  Vita  in  ti 
ratnen,  that  the  patient  might  not  be  carried  off  by  the  difeafe  a 
great  an  height ;  nor  nature  on  the  other  hand,  be  fo  weaker 
unable  to  bring  about  the  purpofe  either  of  benign  refolutio 
evacuations :  you  know  this  is  the  true  golden  mean  to  be 
treating  Fevers.  :  • 

As  you  muft  be  fenfible  that  the  particular  genus  of,  an  . 
with  the  fymtrtoms  peculiar  to  different  Idiojyncra/es ,  can  on! 
from  perfonal  and  attentive  obfervation  ;  fo  .with  that  affiftan 
going  remarks,  I  hope  will  be  found  ferviceablc  and  ufeful. 
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